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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  January  17, 1873. 

Sib  Hekbt  Hollaio),  Bart  M.D.  FJR.S.  Preeident,  in  the  Chair. 

William  Spottibwoode,  Esq.  LL.D.  MA.  Treasurer  B.S.  and  R.I. 

On  the  Old  and  New  Laboratories  at  the  Boyal  Institution, 

A  TiMB  when,  through  temporary  absence  from  one  chair,  and  through 
a  change  of  occupancy  of  the  other,  we  are  deprived  of  the  presence  of 
our  two  Professors,  seems  to  offer  an  opportunity  for  reviewing  the 
past  history,  the  scientific  results,  and  the  future  prospects  of  our 
laboratories.  A  time  when,  through  circumstances  which  cause  us 
much  regret,  we  are  deprived,  at  our  evening  meetings  at  least,  of  the 
presence  of  our  Secretary,  offers  perhaps  the  only  occasion  when  the 
task  of  such  a  review  could  fall  to  other  hands  than  his.  The  fact 
that  it  has  fiillen  to  mine  is  attributable  to  the  office  in  which  your 
Totes  have  placed  me,  rather  than  to  any  individual  qualifications  of 
my  own ;  and  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  undertake  the 
task,  had  he  not  placed  at  my  disposal  his  wide-spread  information 
upon  many  branches  of  science,  as  well  as  his  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  history  of  the  Institution,  to  the  well-being  of  which  his  care  and 
devotion  have  so  largely  contributed. 

The  first  dawn  of  our  history  is  to  be  sought  among  those  stormy 
years  with  which  the  last  century  drew  toweurds  its  close,  and  out  of 
which  many  new  thoughts  and  aspirations  of  men  took  their  birth. 

Its  character,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  its  early  promoter, 
Count  Bumford,  was  at  first  far  more  industrial  than  it  eventually 
became.  Its  two  great  objects  were  "the  general  diffusion  of  the 
knowledge  of  all  new  and  useful  improvements,  and  teaching  the 
application  of  scientific  discoveries  to  the  improvement  of  arts  and 
manufactures,  and  to  the  increase  of  domestic  comfort  and  conve- 
nience." The  Institution  was  to  contain  models,  or  actual  specimens 
of  fire-places  and  kitchen  utensils  for  cottages,  farm-houses,  and  large 
dwellings;  a  complete  laundry  for  a  gentleman's  family;  grates  and 
chimney-pieces;  brewers'  boilers;  distillers' coppers;  ventilators;  lime- 
kilns ;  steam-boilers  ;  spinning  wheels  ;  agricultural  implements  ; 
bridges,  &c.,  &c.;  and  at  one  time  some  eighteen  or  twenty  young 
mechanics  were  actually  boarded  and  lodged  in  the  liouse.  The 
records  of  our  early  proceedings  give  an  instance,  illustrating  the 
views  of  the  founders.  In  January,  1800,  when  the  designs  for  the 
theatre,  model-room,  and  workshops  were  formed,  the  architect  pro- 
VbL.Vn.    (No.  58.)  B 
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poBed  that  the  laboratory  ahonld  occupy  the  position  which  it  nlii- 
mately  held.  £ut,  with  a  view  to  giving  more  room  to  the  workshops, 
the  proposal  was  set  aside  in  the  very  next  month,  and  the  space  in  £he 
bas^ent  imder  the  theatre  assigned  to  the  purpose.  Happily,  how- 
ever, before  the  building  had  reached  the  firist  floor,  this  position  was 
found  unsuitable ;  and  further  consideration  devised  the  laboratory, 
which  we  have  all  known  so  well  as  tliat  of  Davy,  of  Faraday,  and  of 
Tyndall.  A  staircase  leading  to  it  from  the  front  hall,  although  long 
since  closed,  was  removed  only  in  1866,  to  make  room  for  Tyndall's 
smoke  chamber. 

From  Count  Bumford's  final  departure  from  England  in  1802  we 
may  date  the  decline  of  the  industrial  element,  some  echo  of  whicH 
still  rings  in  our  motto,  '^  Ulustrans  commoda  vite ;"  and  early  in  the 
following  year  a  definite  proposal  to  give  up  that  part  of  the  original 
plan  was  xoade. 

From  a  report  to  the  managers  in  1803,  it  appears  that,  although 
chemistry  had  always  been  a  primary  object  of  the  Institution,  yet 
from  motives  of  economy  nothing  more  had  been  done  in  the  way  of 
either  laboratory  or  apparatus  than  was  necessary  for  the  immediate 
purpose  of  the  lectures.  It  was  consequently  proposed  that  the  work- 
shop should  be  added  to  the  laboratory  and  fitted  with  seats  for  120 
persons,  and  the  forge  adapted  to  chemical  purposes.  The  report 
ends  as  follows  : — ^^  This  laboratory  will  be  equal,  or  indeed  superior, 
to  any  in  this  country,  and  probably  to  any  on  the  Continent." 

The  chemical  laboratory  was  altered  in  accordance  with  that  report, 
and  remained  unchanged  until  1868,  when,  on  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Frankland  to  the  Professorship  of  Chemistry,  the  lecture  seats  were 
removed  so  as  to  adapt  the  room  more  properly  to  purposes  of  scientifio 
research. 

It  is  interesting  to  contrast  the  verdict  of  1878  with  that  of  1803. 
^'Originally  built,"  to  quote  Dr.  Benoe  Jones's  own  words,  ''as  a 
workdiop  for  blacksmiths,  fitted  with  a  forge,  and  famished  with 
bellows  which  only  last  summer  left  the  Institution,  our  chemical 
laboratory  was  probably  the  very  worst  in  London." 

The  physical  laboratory  remained  unchanged;  and  although 
Professor  Tyndall  for  himsdf  desired  nothing  more  than  to  oontinne 
his  researches  in  a  place  which  his  imagination  filled  with  the  recol- 
lections of  his  predecessors,  he  still  acquiesced  in  the  proposal  for 
rebuilding,  for  the  sake  of  his  successors,  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
sister  science  of  his  colleague. 

Thus  much  about  the  material  fabric  of  our  laboratories.  Next  as 
to  the  scientific  work  of  which  they  have  been  the  birthplace. 

Of  the  great  names  connected  with  this  building  foremost  in  order 
of  time,  and  very  high  in  scientific  rank,  stands  that  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Toung.  His  '  Theory  of  Light  and  Colours '  will  always  stamp  him 
as  one  "  whose  genius  has  anticipated  the  progress  of  science,"  and 
whose  reputation  has  risen  as  men  have  better  understood  his  worth. 
His  first  paper  on  the  subject  was  presented  to  the  Boyal  Society  in 
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November,  1801 ;  but  tbe  earliest  printed  accotmt  of  his  views  is  to 
be  found  in  his '  Syllabus  of  Lectures  at  the  Boyal  Institntion/  dated 
Jannarj  19,  1802. 

With  the  criticisms  of  his  theory  published  in  the  '  Edinburgh 
Beriew,'  with  the  circnmBtances  which  led  to  his  withdrawal  from 
the  Institntion,  with  his  researches  in  Egyptian  hieroglyphics,  we 
are  not  here  concerned.  But  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  of  him,  that 
without  the  Wave  Theory  of  Light  (of  which  he  was  one  of  the  prime 
and  main  founders)  to  serve  as  a  guiding-thread  through  the  laby- 
rinth of  phenomena,  the  long  series  of  discoveries  which  have  in  this 
place  culminated  in  those  of  Tyndall  in  Badiation  and  Absorption, 
would  have  been  impossible. 

It  is  often  remarked  that  little  rills,  which  have  threaded  their  way 
from  distant  mountains,  ultimately  discharge  themselves  as  mighty 
streams  into  the  sea.  Tet  between  these  two  stages  they  flow  quietly, 
but  not  therefore  less  usefully,  past  smiling  meadows  and  the  haunts 
of  men.  And  here  is  a  little  scientific  pastoral — if  it  may  be  so 
called — ^flowing  out  of  the  highest  conceptions  of  the  theory  of  undu- 
lations, and  fimiishing— to  use  his  own  words — a  simple  instrument 
**  for  measuring  the  diameters  of  the  fibres  of  different  lands  of  wool."* 
[The  lecturer  tiien  described  and  exhibited  on  the  screen  the  principle 
of  Dr.  Young's  eriometer.] 

Our  next  name  is  that  of  Davy,  an  account  of  whose  discoveries 
would  require  a  volume,  and  a  bare  recital  of  them  would  be  long.  I 
quote  the  following  notes  from  the  pen  of  our  Secretary,  and  wish 
tiiat  he  had  been  here  to  give  life  to  the  dry  bones. 

In  1806,  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  Davy  did  the  work 
which  formed  his  first  Bakerian  Lecture,  '  On  the  Chemical  Agencies 
of  Electricity.'  Six  years  previously  he  had  written,  <<  Galvanism  I 
have  found,  by  numerous  experiments,  to  be  a  process  purely  chemical." 
In  the  interim,  water  had  been  decomposed  by  electricity,  and  Davy 
began  his  researches  with  an  inquiry  into  the  changes  produced  in 
water  by  electricity.  His  main  conclusion  was  that  '*  the  kind  of 
polarity  of  each  element  determined  the  electrical  and  chemical 
actions  shown  by  it."  The  French  Academy  awarded  him  a  medal 
for  this  work ;  and  from  these  discoveries  the  fame  of  our  labora- 
tories took  its  rise. 

The  next  year  Davy  began  a  new  series  of  experiments  on  Polarity. 
He  exposed  different  substances  to  the  action  of  platinum  wires 
coming  firom  a  battery  of  100  cells ;  and  on  October  6  he  wrote  in 
hifl  note-book,  "Bemarkable  phenomena  with  potash."  On  the  19th 
he  made  the  following  entry,  ''A  capital  experiment  proving  the 
decomposition  of  potash."  He  worked  at  the  decomposition  of  other 
alkalies  until  the  28rd  K'ovember,  when  he  was  attacked  by  a  fever 
which  proved  nearly  fatal  to  him. 

*  The  King  at  this  time  had  hie  flock  of  merino  sheep,  and  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
had  the  care  of  them  at  Eew.  On  his  recovery  from  his  first  mental  attack  the 
King  vould  only  call  the  P.  B.  S.  his  woolstapler. 
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The  importance  of  these  deoompositionB  to  the  recent  science  of 
spectral  analysis,  although  not  dreamt  of  at  the  time,  can  hardly  be 
overrated;  and  I  will  ^erefore  yentnre  to  intermpt  mj  narrative 
for  a  moment  by  an  experiment, — a  very  well-known  one,  with  a  slight 
modification,  which  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  point.  [The  speaker 
then  exhibited  the  dark  absorption-line  of  sodium  ;  but  so  arranged  as 
to  show  the  dark  line  in  the  centre  of,  and  not  entirely  obliterating,  the 
bright  line  ;  proving  that  a  certain  density  of  vapour  is  necessary  for 
complete  absorption.] 

Li  1808  Davy  began  to  work  on  the  composition  of  muriatic  acid ; 
and  with  a  new  battery,  provided  for  him  by  subscription,  he  attacked 
different  substances  with  increased  energy.  In  1810  he  sent  to  the 
Boyal  Society  his  researches  on  oxymuriatic  acid  and  the  elements  of 
muriatic  acid,  on  what  is  in  isyct  now  known  as  chlorine. 

In  1811  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Appreece,  and  in  1812 
wrote  to  his  brother,  "  In  a  few  weeks  I  shall  bo  able  to  return  to  my 
habits  of  study  and  research.  I  am  going  to  be  married  to-morrow, 
and  have  a  fear  prospect  of  happiness  with  the  most  amiable  and 
intellectual  woman  I  have  ever  Imown."  The  issue  of  these  hopes 
has  been  written  by  his  biographers ;  but  the  disappointment  of  the 
last  seventeen  years  of  his  life  is  illuminated  by  the  invention,  not 
less  original  in  its  conception  than  benevolent  in  its  object,  of  the 
Safety  Lamp. 

The  great  value  of  this  contrivance,  and  of  questions  arising  out  of 
it,  will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient  apology  for  diverging  again  from  my 
story  in  order  to  mention  some  very  important  experiments  now 
in  progress  by  Mr.  Gkdloway.  Explosions,  it  is  well  known,  occur 
even  in  cases  where  the  safety  lamp  is  used.  And  it  has  been  noticed 
that  in  these  cases  they  occur  most  frequently  after  the  firing  of  a 
blasting  shot  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  as  it  was  almost  certain 
that  the  penetration  of  the  flame  through  the  gauze  of  the  lamp 
was  not  due  to  a  sudden  flow  of  gas  from  one  part  of  the  mine  to 
another,  experiments  have  been  instituted  to  determine  whether  the 
transmission  of  the  sound  wave,  or  wave  of  compression,  may  not 
have  been  the  means  of  producing  the  mischief.  Through  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  Galloway  we  have  here  a  tube  arranged  for  making 
such  an  experiment.  At  one  end  there  is  the  inflammable  current 
enveloping  a  safety  lamp ;  in  the  centre  is  a  loose  diaphragm,  and 
at  the  ouer  end  a  pistol  will  be  fired,  by  the  explosion  of  which 
a  sound  wave  wUl  be  propagated  along  the  tube.  Chi  the  arrival  of 
the  sound  wave  at  the  extremity  of  the  tube,  the  combustion  will 
pass  from  the  inside  to  the  outside  of  the  safety  lamp.  But  I  here 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Galloway,  of  whose  experiments 
we  hope  to  hear  more  hereafter. 

Of  the  next  great  name  connected  with  our  Institution,  namely, 
Michael  Faraday,  of  his  life  and  his  discoveries  the  history  has  been 
already  written,  so  far  indeed  as  it  can  be  written,  by  Bence  Jones,  by 
TyndiJl,  and  by  Gladstone.     Si  monumentum  quieris  circumspice. 
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These  Yolnmes  of  noies,  from  1881  to  1856,  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  amount  of  work  which  he  did  in  our  laboratory ;  and  their  value 
will  be  better  appreciated  through  the  consideration  that  before  these 
notes  were  made,  no  less  than  sixtj  of  his  scientific  papers  had  been 
printed,  nine  of  tiiem  in  the  '  Philosophical  Transactions.' 

Those  of  us  who  were  present  at  TyndaU's  two  memorable  lectures 
on  *  Faraday  as  a  Discoverer,'  are  not  likely  to  forget  the  impression 
of  the  man  left  by  them  on  our  minds ;  and  for  those  who  were  not 
present,  it  would  be  an  office  thankless  to  your  lecturer  and  burden- 
some to  his  hearers,  to  contribute  a  feeble  reproduction  of  those  life* 
like  memoire.  For  our  present  purpose  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  entire  &bric  of  those  brilliant  and  manifold  contributions 
to  human  knowledge  were  wrought  out  within  the  walls  of  the  Eoyal 
Institution. 

His  great  experiments  have  been  so  often  and  so  well  exhibited  in 
this  theatre,  that  some  apology  is  needed  for  bringing  any  of  them 
before  you  again ;  but  in  repeating  for  my  own  instruction  some  of 
those  which  bear  more  particularly  upon  the  subject  of  Light,  I  have 
been  tempted  to  reproduce  one  of  them  here.  In  doing  this  I  have 
been  perhaps  moved  more  by  a  fascination  of  the  phenomenon,  and 
by^  a  piece  of  instrumental  good  fortune  which  enables  me  to  introduce 
an  old  friend  under  a  new  garb,  than  by  any  better  reason.  The  ex- 
periment in  question  is  that  which  Faraday  called  '<  the  magnetization 
of  light,  and  the  illumination  of  the  lines  of  magnetic  force ;"  we 
should  now  term  it  the  rotation  of  the  plane  of  polarization  under  the 
influence  of  the  magnetic  field.  But  in  order  that  we  may  not  even 
by  inadvertence  conSise  the  rotation  here  produced  with  that  due  to 
quartz,  or  oil  of  turpentine,  I  will  draw  your  attention,  by  way  of 
memorandum,  to  the  nature  of  the  magnetism  produced  by  spiral 
currents  in  given  directions,  and  of  the  rotations  of  free  currents 
produced  by  magnets. 

[The  lecturer  then  showed  the  opposite  rotations  of  two  sparks 
discharged  about  the  two  poles  respectively  of  an  electro-magnet,  and 
the  reversal  of  those  rotations,  first  by  a  change  of  the  poles,  and 
secondly  by  a  reversal  of  the  direction  of  the  sparks.] 

Tou  now  see  upon  the  screen  an  image  of  the  figures  produced  by 
a  magnificent  piece  of  heavy  glass  under  the  action  of  polarized  light. 
Its  size  enables  me  to  make  use  of  about  four  times  the  amount  of 
light  usually  available  in  this  experiment ;  and  I  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  figure  which  its  imperfect  annealing  produces,  to  vary  the 
effect  upon  ^e  screen.  The  dai-k  parts  of  the  figure  indicate  the 
parts  of  the  beam  in  which  the  vibrations  are  perpendicular  to  those 
transmitted  by  either  polarizer  or  analyzer,  and  which  are  conse- 
quently cut  off.  Now  if  anything  should  intervene  to  change  the 
plane  of  those  vibrations  a  portion  of  them  will  be  transmitted,  and  a 
partial  illumination  of  the  screen  will  ensue.  This  turning  of  the 
plane  of  vibration  is  effected  by  the  magnet  as  soon  as  its  force  is 
developed  by  the  electric  current  sent  through  its  coils. 
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[The  lecturer  then  "  dispersed  "  the  dark  lines  of  the  figure  by 
means  of  a  plate  of  quartz  ;  and  after  taming  polarizer  and  analysser 
so  as  to  colour  the  centre  of  the  field  with  the  tint  intaimediAte 
between  red  and  yiolet  (teitUe  senaihle),  he  showed  that  when  the 
magnet  was  excited  the  field  was  rendered  red  or  green  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  poles.] 

Professor  Frankland  before  coming  to  ns  had  isolated  the  com- 
pound  radicals  Methyl,  Ethyl,  and  Amyl,  and  had  proved  their  resem- 
blance to  Hydrogen.  He  had  also  combined  them  with  the  metals 
zinc,  tin,  and  mercury,  and  with  the  metalloid  boron.  By  this  means 
he  had  obtained  very  powerful  chemical  reagents,  whidi  preyed  of 
eminent  service  in  subsequent  operations.  An  instance  of  this  power 
will  be  found  in  zinc^thyl,  which  by  its  rapid  combination  with 
oxygen  of  the  air,  bursts  into  spontaneous  combustion  as  soon  as  a 
flask  containing  it  is  opened. 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  Duppa,  Professor  Frankland  worked  in 
our  laboratory  at  the  artificial  formation  of  ethers.  They  treated 
acetic  ether  with  sodium  and  with  the  iodides  of  methyl,  ethyl,  and 
amyl ;  and  by  their  means  they  arrived  at  a  method  for  ihe  formation 
of  many  organic  substances  which  had  previously  been  obtained  only 
through  the  agency  of  animals  or  of  vegetables. 

In  1866  Dr.  Frankland  determined  by  a  long  series  of  calori- 
metric  experiments  the  maximum  amount  of  force  capable  of  being 
developed  by  given  weights  of  the  different  foods  commonly  used 
by  man. 

In  the  following  year  he  investigated  the  effect  of  pressure  (up  to 
20  atmospheres)  upon  the  luminosity  of  flames  of  hydrogen  and  of 
carbonic  oxidei  He  found  that  these  flames,  so  feebly  luminous  at 
ordinary  atmospheric  pressure,  bum  with  brilliant  light  under  pres- 
sures of  from  10  to  20  atmospheres,  and  that  the  spectra  of  these  bril- 
liant flames  are  perfectly  continuous.  From  the  latter  circumstance  he 
inferred  that  solar  light  may  be  derived  £rom  glowing  gas  and  not  from 
incandescent  solid  or  liquid  matter. 

As  these  researches  have  so  important  a  bearing  upon  spectral 
analysis  and  solar  physics,  I  will  venture  to  repeat  one  or  two  of  the 
experiments.  Here  are  three  closed  tubes  filled  respectively  with 
hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  chlorine,  at  atmospheric  pressure.  The  densi- 
ties of  these  substances  are  in  the  proportions  1  :  16  :  85j^ ;  and  if 
the  spark  from  an  induction  coil  be  made  to  pass  through  them,  the 
luminosity  of  the  discharge  will  be  found  to  increase  with  the  density 
of  the  gas. 

Thi^  this  result  is  really  due  to  the  density,  and  not  to  the  chemical 
constitution  of  the  gases,  may  be  proved  by  allowing  the  disdbarge  to 
pass  through  this  tube  filled  with  air,  and  by  pumping  air  into  it 
during  the  discharge.  It  will  then  be  seen  that  the  brilliancy  in- 
creases with  the  pressure. 

These  researches  were  suggested  by  an  old  experiment  of 
Cavendish's,  in  which  he  exploded  a  mixture  of  oxygen  and  hydrogen. 
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first  under  aimospherio  pressure  and  then  under  a  pressure  of  from 
10  to  12  atmospheres.  In  tiiie  first  case  there  is  much  noise  and 
little  light ;  in  the  second,  a  brilliant  flash  and  no  noise.  The  labours 
of  Dr.  Frankland  have  rendered  this  experiment  intelligible,  and  have 
correlated  it  with  other  phenomena. 

Of  Faraday's  successor,  John  Tjndall,  I  am  greatly  at  a  loss  how 
to  speak.  In  this  phice  his  presence  seems  so  near  to  us,  his  thoughts 
80  subtle,  his  words — even  when  rung  back  to  us  firom  those  busy 
cities  fiff  away  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic— so  familiar  and 
yet  so  stirring,  that  it  behoves  us  that  ours  should  be  wary  and  few. 
Few  men  have  brought  so  large  a  burden  and  bulk  of  contribution  to 
the  common  stock  of  knowlec^e ;  but  still  fewer  have  inspired  in  his 
hearers  so  strong  a  love,  such  ardent  enthusiasm  for  the  subjects  of 
his  research. 

It  is  now  twenty  years  since  Professor  Tyndall  began  his  re- 
searches in  our  laboratoiy.  During  the  first  thirteen  years  he 
produced  no  less  than  thirteen  papers,  which  were  printed  in  the 
'  Philosophical  Transactions ' :  on  Sound,  on  Diamagnetism,  on  Glaciers 
and  Ice,  on  the  Badiation  and  Absorption  of  Heat,  and  on  Calorescenoe. 

In  tiiese  he  established  the  important  &ot  that  if  the  various  gases 
be  arranged  in  order  according  to  their  power,  first  of  radiating 
heat  and  secondly  of  absorbing  radiant  heat,  the  order  will  be  the 
same  in  both  cases.  He  further  proved  that  the  chief  absorbing 
action  of  our  atmosphere  on  non-luminous  heat  is  due  to  its  aqueoiu 
vapour.  He  applied  his  discovery  to  the  explanation  of  many  meteoro- 
logical facts:  e.g,  the  great  daily  range  of  the  thermometer  in  dry 
climates ;  the  production  of  frost  at  night  in  the  Sahara ;  the  cold  in 
the  table-lands  of  Asia,  Ac. 

He  discovered  also  the  means  of  separating  the  invisible  from  the 
visible  radiations,  and  proved  that  in  the  case  of  the  electric  light  the 
former  is  no  less  than  eight  times  as  powerful  as  the  latter.  He  also 
made  the  daring  experiment  of  placing  his  eye  at  a  focus  of  dark  rays 
capable  of  heating  platinum  to  redness. 

Since  1866  his  attention  has  been  largely  occupied  in  examining 
the  action  of  heat  of  high  refrangibility  (instead  of  low),  as  an  ex- 
plorer of  the  molecular  condition  of  matter. 

In  this  investigation  one  obstacle  to  be  overcome  was  the  pre- 
sence of  the  floating  matter  in  the  air.  The  processes  of  removal 
of  these  particles  became  the  occasion  of  an  independent  research, 
branching  out  into  various  channels;  on  the  one  hand,  it  dealt 
with  the  very  practical  problem  of  the  preservation  of  life  among 
firemen  exposed  to  heated  smoke ;  and,  on  the  other,  it  approached 
the  recondite  question  of  spontaneous  generation. 

He  subjected  the  compound  vapours  of  various  substances  to  the 
action  of  a  concentrated  beam  of  light  The  vapours  were  decom- 
posed, and  non-volatile  products  were  formed.  The  decompositions 
always  began  with  a  blue  doud,  which  discharged  perfectly  polarized 
light  at  right  angles  to  the  beam.     This  suggested  to  him  the  origin 
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of  the  blue  colour  of  the  sky ;  and  as  it  showed  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  light  that  may  be  scattered  by  cloudy  matter  of  extreme 
tenuity,  he  considered  tibiat  it  might  be  regarded  as  a  suggestion 
towards  explaining  the  nature  of  a  comet's  tail. 

[The  lecturer  then  exhibited  the  polarization  of  light  scattered 
by  small  particles  suspended  in  the  medium  traversed  by  a  beam 
£rom  the  electric  lamp,  employing  for  the  purpose  the  chromatio 
effects  due  to  the  circular  polarization  of  quartz.] 

His  volume  of  contributions  to  molecular  physics  in  the  domain  of 
radiant  heat,  which  contains  only  his  original  investigations  on  this 
subject,  would  alone  suffice  to  show  what  is  doing  in  the  laboratory 
of  our  Institution. 

If  we  compare  him  to  Faraday  at  the  same  time  of  life,  he  has 
still  many  years  of  intellectual  energy,  the  conversion  of  which  into 
its  scientific  equivalent  may,  perhaps,  be  effected  within  these  walls. 

No  one  has  regretted  the  destruction  of  the  laboratory  of  Davy 
and  of  Faraday  more  than  Professor  Tyndall.  He  almost  prayed  for 
the  preservation  of  the  place  where  their  discoveries  had  been  made  ; 
but  as  soon  as  he  saw  that  in  our  struggle  for  existence  such  material 
aids  as  improved  buildings  would  conduce  alike  to  the  progress  of 
science  and  to  the  permanence  of  the  Institution,  he  withdrew  his 
objections,  and  threw  all  his  powers  into  making  the  new  laboratories 
as  perfect  as  possible  for  the  good  of  his  successors. 

I  add  a  few  words  on  the  reasons  which  led  the  managers  to 
recommend  the  rebuilding  our  laboratories,  and  the  consequent  demo- 
lition of  the  place  where  the  great  discoveries  that  I  have  touched 
upon  were  made.  In  the  opinion  of  those  best  qualified  to  judge,  our 
chemical  laboratory  was  badly  ventilated,  badly  lighted,  badly  drained, 
and  quite  unfit  to  be  occupied  for  many  hours  daily.  It  was  probably 
the  very  worst,  and  certainly  all  but  the  worst  chemical  laboratory  in 
London;  and  compared  with  more  modem  ones  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  it  was  nowhere.  The  physical  laboratory  had  remained  for 
nearly  seventy  years  in  its  original  state.  At  first  it  was  said  to  be 
equal  to  any  laboratory ;  but  then  there  were  hardly  any  in  existence  in 
this  country ;  and  during  the  last  few  years  such  splendid  edifices  have 
arisen  in  London,  in  Oxford,  in  Cambridge,  in  Manchester  and  in 
Glasgow,  and  elsewhere,  that  the  laboratory  of  Davy,  of  Faraday,  and 
of  Tyndall  was  much  inferior  to  the  private  laboratories  of  the  pro- 
fessors who  carry  on  their  course  of  instruction  in  public  rooms  of  still 
greater  size  and  extent  of  resource.  The  main  purpose  of  our  labora- 
tories is  research,  and  instead  of  offering  by  their  excellence  an  induce- 
ment to  professors  to  come  and  to  stay,  the  one  was  a  mere  makeshift, 
the  other  a  noble  relic.  Neither  offered  facilities  which  were  not 
offered  in  a  larger  measure  elsewhere.  And  those  only  who  know 
what  is  going  on  both  at  home  and  abroad  can  form  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  competition  which,  in  this  respect  alone,  will  prevail  for  a 
generation  to  come. 

By  the  construction  of  new  laboratories  this  material  disadvantage 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873.]  an  the  Old  and  New  LohorcUaries.  9 

will  be  removed.    Future  professors  will  have  buildings  constructed ' 
to  aid  research.    Tour  liberality  has  spared  no  judicious  expense ;  and, 
so  far  as  the  site  would  admit,  our  laboratories  will  be  as  perfect  as  the 
skill  of  our  architect  and  the  advice  of  our  professors  can  make  them. 

in  conclusion,  let  me  lay  before  you  what  must  still  be  done,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  earned  for  the  new  laboratories  a  reputation  com- 
parable with  that  which  has  hitherto  proved  both  our  glory  and  our 
support 

Our  first  and  foremost  object,  beyond  bricks  and  mortar,  and  money, 
and  apparatus,  must  be  to  find  a  succession  of  professors  of  the  old 
type ;  men  who  love  research.  But  even  Faraday  would  perhaps  have 
been  compelled  to  leave  us,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  sum  which 
we  could  afford  him,  had  not  the  endowment  of  the  chemical  chair,  with 
lOOL  a  year,  by  the  late  Mr.  Fuller,  happily  intervened.  This  timely 
endowment  was  probably  a  critical  tumiag-point  in  the  history  of  the 
Institution.  We  may  not  easily  find  successors  worthy  of  the  great 
names  who  have  gone  before  them  ;  but  we  may  do  much  toward  pre- 
venting mistakes  in  future  appointments  by  keeping  steadily  in  view, 
that  the  promotion  of  natural  knowledge  is  our  main  object ;  and  that 
instruction  and  amusement,  and  brilliant  audiences  are  all  secondary 
to  our  principal  purpose.  Not  that  these  subsidiary  purposes  are  to 
be  neglected  or  despised ; — and  I,  as  your  Treasurer,  should  be  the 
last  to  undervalue  them,  but  we  feel  confident  that  if  the  main  purpose 
is  effected,  all  the  others  will  follow  as  a  simple  sequence. 

Secondly,  when  we  have  found  professors  of  the  type  that  I  have 
described,  our  next  need  is  that  we  may  be  able,  from  independent 
resources  at  the  disposal  of  the  Institution,  to  offer  them  a  remunera- 
ticfn  which,  all  things  taken  into  account,  shall  be  an  equivalent  to 
what  they  would  receive  elsewhere.  So  that  neither  Government 
appointments,  nor  University  professorships,  nor  the  liberality  of 
mercantile  men,  should  be  able  to  lure  them  from  the  path  of  dis- 
covery, to  tuition,  to  arts,  or  to  manufactures. 

The  one  act  of  wisdom,  among  the  many  aberrations  of  an  eccentric 
Member  of  Parliament,  saved  Faraday  to  us,  and  thereby,  as  seems 
probable,  our  Institution  to  the  country.  The  liberality  of  a  Hebrew 
toy-dealer*  in  the  East  of  London  has  made  the  rebuilding  of  our 
laboratories  possible. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Fuller,  the  feebleness  of  whose  constitution 
denied  him  at  all  other  times  and  places  the  rest  necessary  for  health, 
could  always  find  repose  and  even  quiet  slumber  amid  the  murmuring 
lectures  of  the  Boyal  Institution  ;  and  that,  in  gratitude  for  the  peace- 
ful hours  thus  snatched  from  an  otherwise  restless  life,  he  bequeathed 
to  us  his  magnificent  legacy  of  10,000Z.     If  this  evening's  discourse 

*  Mr.  Alfred  Davis,  after  paying  hifl  composition  of  sixty  guineas,  as  a 
Member  of  the  lostitntion,  and  three  annual  donations  of  twenty  guineas  for  the 
promotion  of  research,  at  his  death  in  1870  bequeathed  2000/.  for  the  same 
purpose.     His  deaftiess  prevented  him  from  deriving  any  benefit  from  the 
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shall  have  enstued  cme  audi  blissful  hour  to  any  of  his  andienoe,  jour 
lecturer's  efforts  will  not  have  been  altogether  in  vain.  But  to  each 
such  happy  individnal  he  would  express  the  hope  that,  as  yon  have 
resembled  Mr.  Fuller  in  your  experience  of  life,  so  may  yon  emulate 
lum  in  your  liberality  at  death.  In  short,  I  would  conclude  almost  in 
the  woids  of  old  Bishop  Andrews:  Unum  opere  mead  pretium  abs  te 
peto,  hoc  autem  vehementer  expeto,  ut  mei  peccatoris  meorumque  in 
precibus  interdum  memor  sis.    Which  being  interpreted  is : 

For  these  my  efforts  I  beg  but  one  thing  in  return,  and  this  I  beg 
most  earnestly,  ffiz,  that  you  will  now  and  then  remember  me  a 
sinner  against  your  patience  and  forbearance  in  your  prayers,  and  that 
you  will  also  be  mindful  of  our  professorships  in  your  mils. 

[W.S.] 


The  following  Table  of  the  principal  items  of  original  work  done 
by  our  Professors,  taken  in  connection  with  their  long  series  of  labo- 
ratory notes,  forms  a  monument  of  the  intellectual  activity,  the 
manual  dexterity,  and  the  persevering  industry,  developed  in  the 
Laboratories  of  tibe  Boyal  Institution  : — 

DAVY. 

1806  Chemical  Agencies  of  Electricity. 

1807  Decomposition  of  Potash. 
1810         Chlorine. 

1812  Discourse  on  Badiant  or  Ethereal  Matter. 

1813  Iodine. 

1815-6    Besearches  on  Fire-damp  and  Flame. 
1817        The  Safety  Lamp. 

FABADAY. 

1820  Alloys  of  Steel. 

1821  History  of  Electro-magnetism. 
„  Magnetic  Botations. 

1823  Liquefaction  of  Chlorine  and  other  Gases. 

1825-6  New  Compounds  of  Carbon  and  Hydrogen. 

1825-9  Manu&cture  of  Optical  Glass. 

1831  Vibrating  surfaces. 

„  Magneto-Electricity. 

1832  Terrestrial  Magneto-Electric  Induction. 

1833  Identity  of  Electricities. 

1834  Electro-Chemical  Decomposition. 
„  Electricity  of  the  Voltaic  Pile. 

1835  The  Extra  Current. 
1887-8     Frictional  Electricity. 
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1837-8  Specific  Indnctiye  Capacity. 

1845-8  Magnetization  of  Light. 

„  Lines  of  Magnetic  Force. 

„  Magnetic  Condition  of  all  Matter. 

„  Diamagnetism. 

„  Magne-Ciystallic  Action. 

1849-50  Ma^etism  of  Flame  and  Gases. 

„  Atmospheric  Magnetism. 

1856  Bektions  of  Gold  and  other  Metals  to  Light. 

1860  The  Begelation  of  Lm. 

TYNDALL. 

1853  Transmission  of  Heat  through  Organic  Substances. 

1854  Yibzations  due  to  Contact  of  Bodies  at  Different  Tem- 

peratures. 
18^5        Besearches  on  Diamagnetic  Force. 
1856        Slaty  Cleayage. 

1857-8    Physical  Properties  of  Ice  and  Glaciers. 
1859-63  Absorption  and  Badiation  of  Heat  by  Gases. 
1865         Calorescence. 

1866-7    Action  of  Heat  of  high  Befirangibility. 
1868-9     Formation  of  Clouds. 

„         Colour  and  Polarization  of  the  Sky. 
1870        Smoke  and  Dust  Bespirator. 

FBANKLAND. 

1863-6    Synthesis  of  Acids  of  the  Lactic  Series. 

1863  Mercury-methyl,  Mercury-ethyl,  and  Mercury-amyl. 

1864  Transformation  of  Organo-Mercury  Compounds  into 

Organo-Zinc  Compounds. 
„  Combustion  of  Iron  in  Compressed  Oxygen. 

1865  Synthesis  of  Acids  of  the  Acrylic  Series. 
„  Synthesis  of  Fatty  Acids. 

1866  New  Organic  Badical  Oxatyl. 

„  The  Source  of  Muscular  Power.     Potential  Energy  in 

various  kinds  of  Food. 

1867  Source  of  Light  in  Flame.    BSdct  of  Pressure  upon 

Luminosity  of  Flame. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  Jan.  24,  1873. 

Sib  Henbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.RS.  President, 
in  the  Chair." 

The  Bey.  Thomas  Bawson  Bibks,  M.A. 

PBOFXaSOR  OF  HOaXL  PHIL080PHT,  OAJCBBIDQB. 

On  the  Analogies  of  Physical  and  Moral  Science. 

The  Analogies,  on  which  I  would  offer  a  few  remarks  this  evening, 
are  of  two  kinds — general  and  specific.  The  former  are  those  which 
depend  on  the  nature  of  the  subjects  in  themselves.  The  latter  are 
correspondencies,  by  which  the  Maker  of  both  worlds,  the  natural  and 
the  moral,  seems  to  have  stored  all  outward  nature  with  countless 
parables,  by  which  to  lead  our  dull  thoughts  upward  to  the  things 
unseen  and  etemaL 

The  first  general  analogy  between  Physics  and  Moral  Science  is  in 
the  foundation  on  which  they  rest.  In  either  case  some  first  prin- 
ciples must  be  assumed.  We  cannot  prove  everything.  A  demon- 
stration requires  premises.  Tou  cannot  reason  on  colours  with  one  who 
is  wholly  blind  from  his  birth.  You  cannot  reason  on  right  and  wrong 
with  one  whose  conscience  is  wholly  dead.  There  must  be  intuitions 
of  space,  before  there  can  be  a  science  of  geometry.  There  must  be 
perceptions  of  force  and  power,  before  there  can  be  a  science  of 
dynamics.  There  must  be  a  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  before  there  can 
be  a  Science  of  Morals,  and  an  instinct  of  religious  reverence,  and  up- 
looking  to  an  Unseen  Source  of  moral  perfection,  before  there  can  be 
a  true  Theology. 

The  869  irov  oTb)  of  Archimedes  is  as  needful  in  Physics  as  in 
Morals.  No  lever  can  act  without  its  fulcrum.  No  conclusions  can 
be  reasoned  from  experiment,  or  from  the  processes  of  geometry,  until 
we  accept,  as  trustworthy,  the  evidence  of  our  senses,  the  testimony 
of  honest  witnesses,  and  the  veracity  of  our  own  powers  of  thought 
and  reason. 

Again,  Physics  and  Morals  agree  further  in  this,  that  the  first 
principles  on  which  they  build  rest  on  a  basis  of  deep,  unexplained 
mystery.  A  violent  attempt  has  been  made  to  dear  physical  science 
£rom  those  troublesome,  mischievous  cobwebs,  metaphysics  and  theo- 
logy. But  in  striving  to  sweep  them  away,  science  itself  is  destroyed. 
Phenomena,  not  referred  to  causes  or  forces,  cannot  even  be  grouped 
together.  Nay,  a  phenomenon  is  something  appearing  to  some  one. ' 
If  there  be  no  thing  that  appears,  and  no  person  or  percipient  to  whom 
it  appears,  there  is  no  phenomenon.   But  what  is  a  person  ?  What  is  a 
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thing  ?  They  are  metaphysioal  ideas.  Arithmetio  Btarts  from  the  imit. 
But  what  is  a  tuiit  ?  The  One  and  the  Many  has  been  a  metaphysical 
puzzle  £rom  the  days  of  Parmenide&  In  what  does  individuality 
consist  ?  A  line  is  one  line,  but  it  has  two  sides  and  infinite  points. 
A, person  is  one  person.  But  he  has  many  fiaculties,  and  thoughts 
innumerable.  Geometry  starts  with  definitions  of  a  point,  a  line,  and 
a  surface.  Here  are  as  many  mysteries  as  words.  They  all  belong 
to  space.  But  what  is  space  ?  a  thing  or  an  attribute  ?  Is  it  finite 
or  infinite  ?  Why  are  there  three  dimensions,  and  no  more  ?  How 
can  there  be  a  point  without  size,  a  line  without  breadth  or  thickness? 
And  when  we  pass  on  to  dynamics,  the  difficulties  multiply.  Momen- 
tum, pis  viva,  accelerating  force,  velocity  and  time,  a  deep,  unsearch- 
able mystery  lies  couched  and  latent  in  every  phrase. 

In  algebra,  however  mechanical  its  processes  may  seem,  look 
below  every  Efymbol,  and  you  will  find  a  mystery  concealed.  Take 
the  simple  formula  for  the  area  of  a  circle,  tt  r'  =  a.  The  sign  of 
equality  is  one  mystery.  For  what  is  it  for  two  things  to  be  equal 
and  not  the  same  ?  Equal  numbers  are  the  same  number,  but  equal 
lines  are  different,  and  not  the  same.  The  idea  runs  up  into  morals  and 
theology.  What  are  equal  rights  and  equal  laws  ?  In  what  sense  are  , 
the  ways  of  God  equal,  the  ways  of  sinful  men  unequal  ?  The  symbol 
a  denotes  an  area,  the  symbol  r  a  radius  or  line.  Can  a  line  multiply 
a  line,  to  make  an  area  ?  Or  if  they  are  numbers,  can  we  deal  with 
infinite  incommensurables  as  with  finite  numbers  ?  The  number  tt  is  a 
mystery.  It  represents  a  definite  ratio,  and  yet  one  which  no  finite 
fraction  can  express.  The  series  of  integers  forms  the  basis  of  the 
science  of  arithmetic.  A  circle  is  one  of  tiie  simplest  figures  in  geo- 
metry. But  when  we  would  pass  from  what  is  simplest  in  one  science 
to  what  is  simplest  in  the  otlier,  the  infinite  steps  in,  and  blocks  our 
path.  We  can  approximate  as  near  as  we  please.  We  can  detect 
a  hundred  infinite  series  to  which  tt  is  equal,  but  a  finite  expression 
for  it  we  cannot  ever  obtain. 

The  case  is  similar  in  the  higher  region  of  morals  and  religious 
faith.  The  difficulty  is  neither  more  nor  less,  but  precisely  the  same. 
Man  is  a  &ee  agent,  responsible  for  his  actions.  This  is  a  first  prin- 
ciple in  morals.  Man  is  dependent  largely,  in  his  feelings  and 
instincts,  on  the  conditions  of  his  animal  nature.  This  is  a  first  prin- 
ciple in  human  physiology.  Man,  to  fulfil  his  duty  and  act  aright, 
needs  the  offered  help  of  Divine  grace.  This  is  a  first  principle  of 
Christian  Theology.  But  who  shall  explain  perfectly  the  union  and 
harmony  of  these  three  elements?  The  first,  £vorced  from  the  others, 
will  create  a  proud,  self-flattering  Stoic ;  the  second,  a  lazy  sensualist ; 
the  third,  a  superstitious,  immoral  mystic.  In  their  union  alone 
heroic  virtue  is  reconciled  with  practical  common  sense,  and  religious 
fiedth  and  reverence.  But,  just  as  in  squaring  the  circle,  truths  simple, 
but  different  in  kind,  may  need  a  passage  through  the  infinite,  and 
thus  exceed  the  range  of  our  finite  minde^  in  order  to  reconcile  them 
and  reveal  their  perfect  harmony. 
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The  ultimate  scientific,  and  the  ultimate  moral  and  religious  ideas, 
are  alike  mysterious.  Those  who,  on  this  ground,  would  deny  moral 
science  and  religious  truth,  must  be  content  to  see  geometry,  the  doc- 
trine of  space,  and  dynamics,  the  doctrine  of  force,  involved  in  the 
common  ruin.  He  who  refuses  to  see  by  any  light  which  has  a  haze 
of  mystery  around  it,  or  dark  line  contained  in  it,  must  close  his  eyes 
even  to  the  sunlight,  and  remain  in  darkness  for  ever. 

Again,  Physical  Science  has  a  twofold  character.  It  deals  with 
truths  and  with  facts,  truths  of  reason,  and  facts  of  experience,  and 
its  triumph  is  in  their  marriage.  Set  aside  the  deductions  of  abstract 
science,  and  natural  philosophy  sinks  into  a  lumber-room  of  countless 
observations,  unreduced  and  unexplained.  Neglect  experiment  and 
observation,  and  pursue  abstract  theories  alone,  and  it  resolves  itself 
into  a  fedryland  of  chimeras  and  empty  dreams. 

The  character  of  Moral  Science  is  the  same.  It  has  its  truths  and 
its  facts,  which  must  not  be  confounded  together.  Its  truths  are  the 
laws  of  eternal  righteousnesi^,  which  will  not  bend,  to  humour  the 
weakness,  or  disguise  the  perverseness,  of  erring  and  sinful  men. 
These  abide  the  same  in  their  grand  outlines  for  ever,  and  include  all 
actual  and  all  possible  moral  agents  within  their  firm  and  mighty 
empire.  Its  facts  are  the  special  conditions  of  human  life,  the  strange 
complexities  which  arise  from  man's  animal  and  spiritual  nature, 
and  the  lessons  of  his  actual  moral  state,  his  virtues  or  vices,  his  capa- 
bility of  brutish  debasement,  and  his  capacity  of  lofty  faith  and  moral 
progress,  derived  from  observation  on  the  real  history  of  mankind. 
And  here,  too,  there  is  the  same  double  danger.  Shrewdness  of 
observation,  and  keen  insight  into  human  character,  can  never  create 
a  moral  science  worthy  the  name,  without  the  clear  vision  of  high 
and  eternal  truth ;  while  abstract  disquisitions  on  the  beauty  of  virtue, 
and  eternal  and  immutable  laws  of  right,  will  remain  almost  wholly 
useless,  like  sounding  brass  or  tinkling  cymbal,  unless  they  are  brought 
into  contact  with  the  realities  of  moral  conflict  and  temptation,  and 
reconciled  with  them  through  the  condescending  messages  of  redeeming 
love. 

The  analogy  of  Physics  and  Morals  in  their  growth  and  progress, 
and  their  common  hope  of  further  advances  to  be  made,  and  fuller 
insight  to  be  attained,  may  perhaps  be  veiled  from  superficial  ob- 
servers. But  there  is  a  resemblance  of  an  opposite  kind,  which  it 
seems  impossible  to  overlook  or  deny.  The  advance  of  knowledge,  in 
the  field  of  Physics,  is  great  and  nuuiifest ;  in  that  of  Morals,  it  is  real 
and  steady,  though  less  apparent.  But  in  each  alike  our  remaining 
ignorance  is  far  greater  still.  They  both,  when  seen  aright,  teach  ua 
the  same  lesson  of  deep  humility.  In  the  lower  field  of  thought  as  in 
the  higher,  the  words  of  Newton  are  still  true.  We  are  only  children, 
picking  up  shells,  or  perhaps  even  jewels,  on  the  shore  while  the  great 
ocean  of  truth  lies  undiscovered  before  us. 

Where  can  we  turn  in  the  fields  of  Physical  Science,  and  not  feel, 
after  all  our  boasted  progress,  that  we  are  infants  in  knowledge,  and 
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&r  more  still  remains  unknown  ?  The  law  of  gravitation  is  the  chief 
trinmph  of  modem  research.  Its  results  have  been  dednced  bj  pro- 
found analysts,  for  the  moon,  the  planets,  the  satellites,  and  the  comets 
and  the  double  stars,  through  two  hundred  years,  and  have  yielded  a  rich 
harvest  of  discovery.  Yet  we  cannot  solve,  even  now,  the  problem  of 
three  bodies  only,  except  in  special  cases,  and  by  successive  approxi^ 
mation.  But  we  have  to  assume  that  every  star  and  planet,  nay, 
every  atom  composing  them,  is  fulfilling  this  law  with  unfailing 
accuracy,  when  acted  upon  every  moment  by  thousands  of  stars  or 
planets,  and  by  the  billions  or  trillions  of  atoms  that  compose  them. 
Is,  then,  each  atom  omniscient  ?  Does  it  know,  by  a  sure  instinct,  the 
distance  of  every  other  atom  in  the  universe  to  a  decimal  of  a  thousand 
places,  and  govern  its  own  movements  by  the  resultant  of  the  whole  ? 
If  so,  each  particle  of  matter  must  be  infinitely  wiser  in  the  reckoning 
of  distance,  and  in  the  summation  of  ever-varying  quantities,  than  the 
ablest  mathematician  of  past  or  present  days.  Does  each  atom  act 
instantaneously  at  every  point,  through  a  sphere  which  reaches  to  the 
farthest  and  dimmest  star  ?  Then  it  would  seem  that  it  acts  every- 
where but  where  it  is,  and  must  be  virtually  omnipresent.  The 
infant's  hand,  uplifted  in  idle  play,  affects  the  motion  of  Sirius.  The 
dew-drop  that  falls  unseen  in  tiie  night,  the  tear  on  the  cheek  of 
sorrow,  is  carried  downward  by  the  help  of  every  wave  that  dashes  on 
the  shores  of  New  Zealand,  and  by  every  atom  in  those  deep  places  of 
the  earth  which  science  has  never  explored.  It  acts  in  turn  with  a 
measurable  force,  however  small,  on  every  star  in  the  midnight 
heavens.  Science  might  advance  at  its  present  rate  for  millions  on 
millions  of  years,  and  still  would  fall  infinitely  short  of  reckoning  up 
all  the  consequences  of  this  one  law  of  nature,  so  beautifully  simple,  so 
inexpressibly  mysterious  and  profound  1 

The  lesson  of  Moral  Science  is  the  same.  Some  laws  of  duty  are 
plain  and  clear  to  the  humblest  and  the  least  intelligent.  But  when  we 
pass  beyond  the  first  elements,  we  meet  with  dif&culty  on  every  side. 
The  laws  of  outward  nature,  the  firee  will  of  man,  the  Divine 
sovereignty,  with  its  promises  of  grace,  who  can  integrate  the  vast 
moral  equation,  which  includes  these  three  grand  elements,  or  trace  out 
the  countless  results  that  must  flow  from  it  in  the  evw-changing 
drama  of  human  life  ?  We  may  see  dimly  that  all  the  elements  of 
the  moral  world,  like  those  of  the  natural,  must  act  and  react  on  each 
other.  But  when  once  we  step  beyond  the  plainest  laws  of  duty,  or 
the  simplest  lessons  of  revealed  religion,  mystery  shuts  us  in  on  every 
side.  Every  thoughtful  mind  is  compelled  to  exclaim,  *'  O  the  depti^ 
of  the  riches  botili  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  OodT' — the 
Governor  of  this  vast  universe  of  moral  agents! — ''How  unsearch- 
able are  His  judgments,  and  His  ways  past  finding  out  1 "  Pride  ill 
befits  the  students  of  science,  whether  in  its  lower  or  its  higher  field. 
If  they  have  wings,  with  which  to  traverse  swiftly  the  starry  depths 
of  space,  they  need  surely  to  have  others,  with  which  to  veil  their  &ces 
while  they  adore. 
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From  these  general  analogies  of  Physical  and  Moral  Science, 
I  pass  on  to  others  of  a  more  specific  kind. 

And  first,  the  doctrine  of  atoms  is  one  of  the  chief  features  of  our 
modem  chemistry,  including  its  kindred  science  of  molecular  forces. 
Scientific  analysis  divides  and  subdivides,  and  comes  at  length  to  a 
limit  which  it  cannot  pass.  The  chemical  elements,  each  with  its 
own  combining  number,  point  to  the  real  existence  of  atoms,  having 
their  proportional  weight,  which  build  up  the  structure  of  all  solids  by 
their  union.  Some  way  or  other,  the  properties  of  the  aggregates 
depend  plainly  on  their  atomic  elements.  These  determine  their 
forms  of  crystallization,  their  density,  their  optical,  magnetic,  and 
electric  powers.  A  clearer  knowledge  of  their  real  nature  would 
introduce  a  new  era,  more  striking  than  all  the  past,  in  the  progress  of 
Physical  Science. 

In  Moral  Science,  also,  there  is  a  great  and  simple  fact,  which 
answers,  by  close  resemblance,  to  this  atomic  theory  of  modern 
chemistry.  This  is  the  individual  personal  responsibility  of  each 
moral  agent. 

Human  society  is  a  very  complex  whole.  The  man  seems  often 
almost  lost  amidst  the  millions  of  a  civilized  nation,  the  statistics  of 
its  trade  and  commerce,  the  tens  of  thousands  of  its  armies,  and  the 
grand  developments  of  its  social  and  political  life.  But  a  nation  is 
not  like  a  cube  or  surface,  capable  of  endless  subdivision.  Analyse 
it  aright,  and  we  soon  reach  Uie  moral  units  of  which  it  is  composed. 
These  men,  women,  children,  are  endued  with  moral  characters,  and 
each  is  separately  responsible  to  the  others  and  to  their  God.  You 
cannot  resolve  such  an  agent  into  decimal  fractions.  Tou  cannot  fuse 
man  down  into  some  composite  mass,  in  which  his  own  responsibility- 
shall  disappear. 

Material  atoms  are  elastic.  Force  cannot  destroy  them.  Com- 
pression, however  violent,  calls  out  those  immense  latent  powers  which 
were  concealed  in  them  before.  And  it  is  just  the  same  in  the 
moral  world.  Tyranny  leads  to  a  strong  reaction.  The  conscience 
repels  the  usurpations  of  lawless  force,  whether  issuing  from  an 
Eastern  despot,  or  some  fierce  and  wilful  democracy ;  and  asserts  its 
powers  anew,  whether  in  martyrs  at  the  stake  and  patriots  dying  for 
their  country's  liberty  in  thd  battle-field. 

The  dominion  of  law  is  another  great  fust,  which  has  revealed 
itself  more  and  more  clearly  in  the  whole  progress  of  modem  science. 
With  some  minds  it  seems  ready  to  swallow  up  every  other.  Laws, 
which  can  dispense  with  a  Law  giver,  and  create  their  own  subjects, 
are  a  paradox  of  some  modern  philosopher's,  but  unknown  and  without 
any  example  in  the  social  world,  where  the  idea  has  its  natural  home. 
The  true  meaning  of  the  plirase,  in  physics,  is  that  changes  result  from 
forces,  with  which  the  particles  of  bodies,  or  living  things,  are 
endued ;  and  that  these  forces,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  are  measur- 
able, and  vary  in  their  amount  by  some  rule  which  can  be  discovered. 
The  term,  however,  may  be  extended  to  those  truths  of  arithmetic  and 
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geometiy,  wldoh  co-exist  with  the  whole  series  of  physical  change^ 
and  which  we  feel  to  be  necessary,  and  their  opposites  inconceivable* 
We  have  thos,  speaking  strictly,  a  double  principle  or  fact  of  science, 
the  permanence  of  unalterable  truth,  and  the  constancy  of  laws  that 
are  not  necessary,  which  might  be  conceived  different,  and  are  proved 
by  the  inductions  of  experience  alone. 

Is  there  nothing  in  the  field  of  morals  which  answers  to  this  main 
feature  of  modern  physical  science  ?  The  correspondence  is  exact  and 
entire.  First,  we  have  a  large  class  of  moral  truths,  which  answer  to 
those  of  arithmetic  and  geometry ;  only  that  they  deal  with  higher  and 
nobler  subjects,  not  with  abstract  units,  or  points  and  lines  in  space,  but 
moral  agents,  and  their  relation  to  each  other,  and  to  the  great  Source 
and  Fountain  of  their  being.  It  is  just  as  easy  to  conceive  that  two 
light  lines  can  enclose  a  finite  space,  as  that  it  is  morally  right  for  a  man 
to  hate  all  his  fellow-men,  and  to  think  the  properties  of  a  circle  may 
be  reversed  and  turned  into  those  of  a  mangle,  as  for  treachery  to  become 
a  virtue,  and  gratitude  a  crime.  But  besides  moral  truths,  unalterable 
in  themselves,  our  reason  recognizes  laws  of  another  kind,  dependent 
on  the  will  of  the  Creator,  and  the  actual  constitution  of  the  moral 
universe.  Such,  for  instance,  are  the  force  of  example,  the  strength 
of  sympathy,  and  the  power  of  habit.  Such  are  all  the  ordinances  of 
marriage  and  of  property,  and  the  various  relations  which  grow  out  of 
the  actual  constitution  of  men,  in  whom  an  animal  nature  and  a 
higher  life  are  mingled  strangely  together. 

Again,  the  law  of  universal  attraction  is  the  boast  and  glory  of 
modem  physical  discovery.  No  other  physical  truth  has  been  so 
wide  in  its  range,  or  so  wonderful  in  the  triumphs  of  mathematical 
reasoning,  and  practical  and  assiduous  observation,  to  which  it  has  led. 
Has  this  no  counterpart  in  the  higher  sphere  of  morals  ?  There  is 
one  of  the  simplest  and  plainest  kind.  The  great  law  of  duty,  '^  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  binds  together,  with  a  Divine 
bond,  the  whole  moral  universe.  It  reaches  to  the  highest,  and  stoops 
to  the  lowest.  It  includes  every  being,  on  earth  or  in  heaven,  or  in 
unknown  worlds,  who  is  endued  with  t^e  power  of  choice  and  will.  It 
speaks  to  the  conscience  of  the  child,  trained  in  Christian  faith  at  its 
mother's  knee,  and  claims  the  allegiance  of  the  noblest  and  loftiest 
of  those  spirits  which  stand  before  the  eternal  throne.  Like  the  great 
law  of  which  it  is  the  moral  counterpart,  it 

^  Lives  through  all  life,  extends  through  all  extent. 
Spreads  undiYided,  operates  unspent," 

and  exercises  a  powerful  control  of  binding,  irreversible  authority 
throughout  the  vast  range  of  the  moral  universe. 

But  universal  attraction,  though  it  claims  historical  precedence, 
is  not  the  only  law  which  obtains  in  the  wide  world  of  natural 
philosophy*  There  is  a  moral  law  of  molecular  repulsion,  towards 
which  modem  science,  with  slow  and  painful  steps,  seems  to  be 
groping  its  way.  It  has  long  seemed  to  be  plainly  implied  in  the 
Vol.  VIL    (No.  58.)  o 
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intense  elaBticitj  of  the  waves  of  light  It  has  been  still  more  clearly 
revealed,  of  late,  by  the  strange  phenomena  of  Halley*s  comet  and 
several  others,  in  their  near  approach  to  the  snn.  In  the  words  of  Sir 
J.  Herschel,  the  force  displayed  is  ''repnlsive  as  respects  the  sun, 
and  far  exceeds  in  energy  the  force  of  gravitation."  When  once  ita 
nature  is  more  clearly  seen  and  defined,  we  may  expect  an  advance  of 
physical  science  still  greater  than  has  been  achieved  since  the  im- 
mortal '  Principia '  appeared. 

Here,  again,  there  is  a  moral  oounterpari  of  the  plainest  kind. 
There  is,  in  the  innermost  sphere  of  thonght,  a  principle  of  self-asser- 
tion and  personal  responsibility,  without  which  the  social  instinct 
itself  would  be  fatal  to  moral  life ;  and,  under  the  sway  of  numbers  and 
the  tyranny  cf  majorities,  all  power  of  moral  action  would  expireu 
Side  by  side,  also,  with  the  grand  law  of  love,  which  binds  together 
the  moral  universe,  there  is  a  farther  law,  second  only  to  the  first,  of 
purity  and  holiness,  by  which  the  upright  and  pure  repel  from  them- 
selves the  pressure  and  threatening  invasion  of  all  moral  evil.  And, 
just  as  in  the  natural  world,  so  in  the  moral,  the  law  of  repulsion, 
compared  with  the  force  of  attraction,  is  less  easy  to  define,  more 
complex  and  mysterious  in  its  working ;  but  is  found,  by  those  who 
look  below  the  surface,  to  be  no  less  essential  to  the  harmony  and 
well-being  of  the  whole. 

Another  striking  feature  in  the  discoveries  of  modom  physics,  is 
the  law  of  order  and  mutual  dependence  which  they  reveaL  Let  us 
look  at  the  solar  system,  as  unfolded  by  astronomy.  It  is  severed, 
first  of  all,  by  immense  intervals,  from  the  nearest  stars.  It  forms 
one  mighty  whole.  The  sim,  in  its  centre,  exceeds  a  thousandfold 
the  collective  mass  of  all  the  planets  that  circle  around  it.  The 
planets,  in  their  turn,  exceed  their  own  satellites,  and  hold  them  in 
due  subordination.  They  vary  in  siae  themselves^  from  Jupiter,  a 
thousand  times  larger  than  the  earth,  to  Mercury  twenty  times,  and 
to  asteroids  a  thousandfold  less.  Each  planet,  again,  has  its  own 
atmosphere.  The  sun  has  his  crown  of  glory  and  his  nebula  of 
fainter  light,  far  diffused ;  the  earth  its  gentler  auroral  displays,  and  the 
superior  planets  give  some  signs  of  being  partly  self-luminous.  Every- 
where there  is  a  marked  subordination,  and  on  this  fact  the  possibility 
of  a  scientific  calculation  of  their  orbits  mainly  depends. 

The  same  principle  prevails  clearly  in  the  moral  world.  There 
are  common  laws  of  moral  duty  and  obligation,  and  of  creature 
dependence,  which  belong  equally  to  all.  But  in  the  actual  state, 
the  various  gifts  and  privileges  of  moral  agents,  there  is  a  wide 
and  immense  diversity.  In  atoms  there  is  diversity  of  weight,  from 
hydrogen  to  gold.  In  planets,  diversity  of  size,  from  the  tiny  asteroid 
that  eludes  the  lynx-eyed  observer,  to  the  lustrous  Jupiter,  with  its 
belts  and  satellites,  and  a  circumference  of  near  three  hundred  thousand 
miles.  In  the  discoveries  of  science,  as  well  as  in  the  first  impressions 
of  the  eje,  one  star  differs  from  another  star  in  glory.  In  plants 
there  is  vast  disparity,  from  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  to  the  hyssop  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873.]  <m  Andlogiea  of  Physical  and  Moral  Science*  19 

the  wall,  or  the  algie  of  the  miciOBCope ;  and  in  living  organisms,  from 
the  hnge  elephant  or  extinct  mammoth,  to  the  minute  fonns  of  life 
which  &e  same  microscope  alone  reveals.  And  in  the  higher  range  of 
moral  being  it  is  the  same.  Eqnality  is  a  chimera  of  mere  dreamers, 
and  a  dead,  monotonous  level  can  nowhere  be  foimd.  There  is 
diversity  of  experience,  from  the  feebleness  and  ignorance  of  infancy, 
to  the  ripe  wisdom  of  age.  There  is  diversity  of  rank,  from  the 
pauper,  dependent  on  the  alms  of  others,  to  the  monarch  on  the  throne. 
There  is  diversity  of  mental  power,  from  the  helpless  idiot  to  the 
poet  or  philosopher  who  explores  the  secrets  of  the  universe.  There 
is  diversity  of  moral  condition,  from  the  wretched  slave  of  brutish 
appetite  to  the  noble  army  of  martyrs,  and  the  goodly  fellowship  of 
prophets,  whose  lips  and  hearts  are  touched  wiUi  fire  from  heaven. 

Men  are  found  to  tell  us,  in  these  days,  that  society  tends 
irresistibly  to  a  dead  level  of  pure  and  absolute  democracy,  where 
genius,  rank,  character,  virtue,  shall  count  for  nothing,  and  the 
power  of  numbers  alone  shall  prevail.  They  might  as  well  per- 
suade us  that  the  wheels  of  time  are  rolling  backward,  and  the 
universe  is  resolving  itself  into  nebulous  mist  again.  All  nature, 
with  one  voice,  points  clearly  to  an  opposite  view.  If  an  old  social 
order  has  .been  dissolved,  from  time  to  time,  like  a  solid  which  first 
melts  and  then  evaporates,  it  is  that  some  new  precipitate  may  be 
formed,  perhaps  one  more  crystalline  in  structure,  and  thus  more 
pervious  to  ^e  light  of  heaven.  In  the  moral  world,  as  in  the 
natural,  a  dynasty  of  homogeneous  atoms,  with  no  polarity  and  no 
bonds  of  special  cohesion,  can  never  last.  Wherever  there  is  life, 
there  must  be  organization.  And  all  members  have  not  the  same 
office.  The  least  and  lowest  may  have  its  own  use  and  honour,  but  can 
never,  without  shame  and  mischief,  usurp  the  place  of  the  higher. 
Least  of  all  can  even  the  noblest  creatures,  without  the  risk  of  some 
fjfttal.loss  and  moral  catastrophe,  attempt  to  shake  off  their  subjection 
to  that  Fountain  of  Life,  and  Sun  of  the  moral  universe,  on  whom  they 
all  depend. 

The  power  of  nearness  or  proximity  is  another  great  fact,  which 
pervades  the  world  of  physics.  On  tlus,  in  some  way  or  other,  co- 
hesive action  plainly  depends.  It  is  seen  even  in  the  law  of  gravita- 
tion. It  seems  to  operate,  among  the  atoms  of  bodies,  in  a  still 
intenser  form.  And  is  it  not  just  the  same  in  the  world  of  morals  ?  The 
great  conunand,  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  teaches 
clearly  that  neighbourhood  is  to  form  one  main  element  in  the  actings 
of  moral  duty  and  Christian  love.  All  are  to  be  loved.  But  the  forth- 
goings  of  affection,  like  the  circles  formed  by  the  pebble  in  the  lake, 
are  to  be  strongest  and  fullest  towards  those  who  dwell  at  our  side. 
Destroy  cohesive  force  in  adjoining  atoms,  and  the  universe  would 
be  unmade,  aild  suns  and  planets  become  nebulous  mist  once  more. 
Destroy  the  family  affections,  and  social  life  must  equally  perish  and 
pass  away. 

But  l^ere  is  another  principle,  the  contrast  and  complement  of  the 
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last,  which  the  fiacts  of  astronomy,  and  indeed  of  all  physical  science^ 
clearly  reveal  —  the  mighty  power  of  Union.  Forces,  separately 
feehle  and  insignificant,  when  grouped  together,  and  formed  into  one 
coherent  mass,  have  an  influence  they  can  never  obtain  while  disunited 
and  incoherent.  The  cohesion  and  mass  of  the  comets  is  small.  We 
have  seen  one  of  them  part  asunder.  Perhaps  we  witnessed,  the  other 
day,  a  brilliant  shower  of  its  comminuted  fragments,  spending  them- 
selves in  our  atmosphere,  and  working  no  sensible  change.  They  pass 
near  to  the  planets  and  satellites,  and  no  disturbance  of  their  motion 
follows.  But  let  the  same  elements  be  combined  in  a  greater  mass, 
and  they  become  a  planet,  maintaining  its  own  orbit,  and  sustaining 
its  own  forms  of  life.  Let  the  mass  be  further  increased,  and  we  have 
a  central  sun,  the  source  of  light,  heat,  and  order  to  the  mighty 
system  over  which  it  rules. 

The  very  same  principle  obtains  in  the  higher  world  of  morals  and 
intelligence.  Union  is  strength.  It  is  not  strength  alone,  but  light  and 
heat  also.  The  combination  of  myriads  and  millions  has  a  mighty 
power.  But  they  must  first  cohere,  or  this  power  of  union  is  unat- 
tainable. Truth,  faith,  and  love,  are  the  secret  bonds  by  which  alone 
they  can  be  united  in  a  permanent  and  effectual  way.  Common  selfish- 
ness, or  some  tide-wave  of  popular  passion,  may  combine  them  for  a 
moment,  but  only  to  form  an  explosive  mixture,  soon  to  be  scattered 
violently  again.  But  union,  built  up  by  truth  and  love,  such  as  the 
union  of  the  Christian  Church  and  every  Christian  nation  ought  to  be, 
though,  alas !  too  little  attained,  has  immense  and  mighty  power. 
Once  let  the  world  witness  a  truly  righteous  nation,  where  trutii  fills 
every  mind,  and  love  every  heart,  and  a  common  faith  pulsates  through 
the  whole ;  and  it  would  be  like  the  presence  of  a  moral  san,  shedding 
light  and  warmth  through  all  surrounding  nations,  and  by  its  moral 
momentum  would  bind  all  the  tribes  and  nations  of  the  earth,  like 
planets,  into  order  and  perfect  harmony. 

The  analogies  are  no  less  striking  which  result  from  the  whole 
recent  course  of  optical  science. 

The  prism,  of  late,  has  been  unusually  rich  in  new  discoveries. 
The  pathway  in  which  Newton  took  the  first  main  step,  has  been  ex- 
plored anew,  and  secret  marvels  have  been  disclosed  in  every  step  of 
the  progress.  These  waves  of  light,  from  forty  to  sixty  thousand  in 
one  inch,  these  swift  undulations,  hundreds  of  millions  of  millions  in 
one  second,  baffle  and  confound  us  by  their  subtilty  and  strangeness. 
This  beautiful  gradation  of  tint  and  shade,  derived  from  the  pure 
white  of  the  sunbeam,  this  strange  fusion  wiih  heat  at  one  end  of  the 
scale,  and  passage  into  magnetic  force  at  the  other,  these  dark  lines 
that  take  their  stations,  like  sentinels,  in  the  midst  of  light  itself,  and 
turn,  in  other  cases,  into  lines  of  double  brightness,  all  stimulate  the 
curiosity  of  science,  and  open  a  wide  field  for  conjecture,  while  they 
delight  the  eye  with  their  variegated  beauty. 

These  figtcts,  also,  have  their  moral  counterpart.    ''The  Bow  of  the 
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covenant "  is  an  acoepied  symbol  from  the  opening  to  the  dose  of  the 
hook  of  Qod.  And  its  double  lesson  is  plain.  The  light  of  pure  and 
perfect  goodness  needs  to  assume  a  varied  colouring,  and  is  refracted 
into  many  forms,  of  gentleness  and  severity,  of  justice  and  grace,  the 
tints  of  tiie  ruby  and  the  emerald,  when  it  shines  through  the  storm- 
clouds  of  our  present  world.  And  the  same  is  true  of  moral  excellence 
in  l^e  creature,  the  image  and  reflexion  of  the  Divine.  It  admits 
of  strong  contrasts  and  large  varieties.  There  is  the  stem,  heroic 
grandeur  of  the  ancient  prophets,  and  the  weeping  gentleness  of  a 
Mary  Magdalene.  There  are  forms  of  goodness  whid^  resemble  fiery 
flame,  that  warms  as  well  as  enlightens,  but  consumes  the  stubble,  and 
others  that  resemble  rather  the  gentler  green  of  the  meadow,  or  the 
pure  azure  of  the  sky. 

May  we  not  carry  the  resemblance  still  further,  even  into  the 
region  of  these  new  discoveries  ?  There  are  dark  lines  even  in  the 
br^test  parts  of  Divine  Providence,  interspersed  amidst  the  purest 
and  most  attractive  messages  of  the  Christian  revelation.  They  are 
there,  whether  we  observe  them  or  not.  They  are  there,  even  when 
we  cannot  explain  them.  The  sun  sends  us  his  message.  It  contains 
dark  hieroglyphics,  which  we  do  not  understand.  Yet  Science  accepts 
them,  and  profits  by  them ;  and  the  docility  with  which  it  notes 
and  receives  facia  it  cannot  yet  interpret  is  ihe  pledge  and  inlet  of 
new  discoveries.  If  we  can  detect  and  then  measure  the  approach 
or  recession  of  fixed  stars,  millions  of  miles  distant,  a  problem  that 
might  seem  impossible,  it  is  not  by  light  itself,  but  by  darkness  sur- 
rounded with  light,  and  seen  in  the  midst  of  it,  that  the  triumph  is 
won.  There  are  also  dark  lines  in  Divine  Providence,  even  where 
the  light  shines  clearest.  There  are  deep  mysteries  enshrined  in  that 
message  of  Divine  love,  which  brings  light  to  the  mind  of  the  Christian 
and  warmth  to  his  heart.  And  the  docility  with  which  we  receive  the 
whole  spectrmn  of  Divine  truth,  even  when  its  strange,  dark  lines  are 
unsolved  mysteries,  is  perhaps  the  condition  on  which  the  highest  attain- 
ments of  Christian  wisdom  and  true  moral  insight  may  depend. 

But  I  must  hasten  to  a  dose,  though  I  have  merely  skimmed  the 
surface  of  a  vast  ocean,  and  its  deeper  soundings  remain  wholly  un- 
explored. All  nature  is  one  storehouse  of  parables  to  the  thoughtful 
mind.  Science,  even  when  most  careless,  can  hardly  help  stumbling 
on  some  of  them  in  its  way.  But  the  more  carefally  we  weigh  its 
discoveries,  the  richer  we  shall  find  them  to  be  in  lessons  of  wisdom. 
The  links  which  bind  the  planets  to  their  sun  are  not  so  firm  as  those 
which  bind  this  outward  world  of  sense  and  matter  to  the  higher  and 
nobler  truths  of  the  spiritual  world  beyond  and  above.  Nature  is 
one  vast  mirror,  in  which  we  may  see  the  dim  reflexion  of  a  nobler 
field  of  thought  than  the  conflict  of  puny  atoms,  or  integrals  of  atomic 
force,  can  ever  supply.  We  need  first  to  gaze  downward,  that  presently 
we  may  look  upward.  Then  turning  from  the  shadows  to  the  sub- 
stance, from  things  seen  and  temporal  to  things  unseen  and  eternal. 
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we  shall  veil  onr  fiices  before  the  yisioii  of  a  greatness  that  is  im- 
searchable,  and  a  goodness  that  is  unspeakable.  In  the  spirit  of 
Christian  fiekith  and  hope,  we  shall  thns  gaze  on  the  nncreated  Light, 
and  rejoice  with  hnmility,  while  we  adore. 

[T.  B.  B.] 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  Jannary  31,  1873. 

Sib  Hxnby  Holland,  Bart  M.D.  F.B.S.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Edwabo  Dannbsutheb,  Esq. 

On  the  Music  of  the  Fuiwe. 

Possibly  some  of  you  may  have  dabbled  a  little  here  and  there  in  the 
study  of  Harmony.  If  it  has  happened  to  you  to  make  experiments 
with  two  or  more  masters,  you  will  in  all  likelihood  have  been 
astounded  to  observe  how  much  "  the  doctors  diflfer."  Ton  will  have 
been  amused  to  see  how  congenial  it  is  to  musical  wiseacres  to  carry 
on  a  war  of  *'  omnes  contra  omnes."  You  will  have  found  different 
principles  and  different  applications  even  in  rudimentary  matters. 
When  the  professors  came  to  explain  things  a  little  more  complicated 
than  a  hymn  tune,  when  they  came  to  account  for  the  doings  of  artists 
of  original  genius,  say  of  men  such  as  Chopin,  Berlioz,  or  Liszt,  they 
are  certain  to  have  pronounced  them  wanting  in  clearness  and  perspi- 
cuity, in  grammatical  precision,  and  logical  development  of  thou^t. 
That  which  the  professor*s  critical  yard  of  tape  can  neither  measure 
nor  encompass  is  to  him  a  nonentity. 

Like  Newman  Noggs's  barber,  every  professor  thinks  himself  bound 
to  draw  the  line  somewhere ;  say  before  the  last  works  of  Beethoven, 
or  before  Schumann  or  Chopin.  He  stigmatizes  ever3rthing  that  ex- 
tends beyond  his  little  horizon  of  personal  vision  as  madness,  or  at 
least  as  eccentricity ;  and  the  party-cries  of  madman,  fanatic,  barbarous 
destroyer  of  the  beautiful,  have  been  heard  probably  ever  since  the 
children  of  Jubal  "  handled  the  harp  and  organ." 

Now  the  fact  is,  that  in  music,  as  in  all  other  arts,  the  practice  of 
great  artists  always  precedes  theory.  In  our  day,  I  should  say, 
practice  is  in  advance  of  theory  by  about  a  quarter  of  a  century ;  in 
Beethoven's  time  it  was  ahead  by  about  fifty  years,  and  before  that  by 
full  a  hundred.  An  artist  of  genius  widens  the  scope  and  enlarges 
the  domains  of  his  art,  and  the  critical  and  theoretical  surveyor  comes 
after  to  take  his  measure  with  a  yard  of  tape. 

It  is  near  upon  five-and-twenty  years  since  Bichard  Wagner  and 
Franz  Liszt  accomplished  some  of  their  most  important  revolutionary 
deeds  in  the  realms  of  instrumental  and  dramatic  music,  and  the  time 
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has  come  when  mnsical  theorists  are  following  in  the  wake  of  the 
great  innovators,  and  are  exerting  themselves  to  give  a  systematic 
acconnt  of  their  doings.  Before  attempting  to  give  yon  some  insight 
into  the  many  conflicting  theories,  opinions,  and  absurdities,  that  have 
crystallized  around  that  great  bugbear,  **  The  Music  of  the  Future," 
it  will  be  well  to  give  you  a  slight  notion  of  the  state  of  musical 
matters  antecedent  to  Wagner  and  Liszt's  revolt.  It  will  be  best  to 
do  this  firom  two  sides :  The  side  of  pure  instrumental  music,  which, 
as  you  know,  has  been  &r  the  most  prominent  in  Germany  (that  is  to 
say,  in  the  entire  musical  world  worth  speaking  of),  since  the  middle 
of  the  last  century ;  and  secondly,  from  the  side  of  music  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Drama,  that  is  to  say,  operatic  music  generally.  Since 
the  days  of  Bach  and  Handel,  the  progress  of  musical  art  has  lain 
almost  exclusively  within  the  domains  of  purely  instrumental  music 
It  is  true,  that  our  great  masters  have  produced  an  enormous  amount 
of  matter  for  human  voices,  both  with  and  without  accompaniment, 
and  it  is  not  less  true  that  the  art,  even  the  purely  instrumental  part 
of  it,  has  received  an  immense  impulse  through  its  connection  with  the 
stage.  Still  I  may  assert^  that  the  achievements  of  the  great  instru- 
mental school,  from  Bach  and  his  sons,  through  Haydn,  Mozart,  and 
Beethoven,  to  Schubert,  Mendelssohn,  and  Schumann,  constitute  the 
genuine  triumphs  of  the  art,  without  fear  of  injuring  Rossini,  and  all 
his  friends  who  have  devoted  their  talents  to  the  manufacture  of 
tunes  for  Italian  and  IVench  singing-birds.  If  we  follow  the  course 
of  the  development  of  instrumenkl  music  from  Haydn  to  Beethoven, 
we  perceive  a  gradual  development  of  form ;  from  a  regular  produc- 
tion for  the  market,  to  the  achievement  of  a  lofty  ideal,  upon  which 
none  but  purely  artistic  considerations  are  allowed  to  have  any 
influence.  In  Haydn's  earlier  days,  the  greater  number  of  Austrian, 
Bohemian,  and  Hungarian  noblemen  kept  &eir  private  bands.  A  similar 
custom  has  obtained  in  Russia  up  till  the  recent  emancipation  of  serfs, 
and  may  be  stiH  in  vogue  here  and  there  for  aught  I  know.  Those 
who  were  unable  to  support  a  complete  band,  kept  at  least  a  string 
quartette,  or  a  couple  of  wind-instrument  players.  "  Pater  familias  " 
played  the  violin,  or  the  flute,  or  the  violoncello  together  with  his 
retainers,  and  accompanied  his  daughters  playing  on  the  cembalo.  It 
was  for  this  sort  of  amateur  gatherings  that  composers  produced  the 
incredible  mass  of  chamber  music,  which  astonishes  the  student. 
It  is  to  these  rSuniona  of  dilettanti,  that  the  enormous  number  of 
duets,  trios,  quartettes,  for  string  and  wind  instruments ;  the  endless 
sets  of  variations  for  the  pianoforte;  the  serenades,  cassaziones, 
suites  for  small  bands,  &c.,  resembling  one  another  like  eggs  in  a 
basket,  owe  their  origin.  The  oompoeers  furnished  what  their 
patrons  could  play  easily ;  and  thus  a  conventional  form  and  style  for 
compositions  of  this  character  was  easily  developed,  and  soon  carried 
to  a  state  of  relative  perfection. 

But  the  very  great  diffusion  of  this  class  of  music,  and  the  ever- 
increasing  demand  for  it,  brought  into  play  an  element,  which,  though 
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it  carried  with  it  the  germs  of  degeneracy,  yet  saved  the  conyentional 
forms  of  chamber  mnsio  from  entire  stagnation ;  I  mean  the  viriuose 
element.  A  number  of  professed  players,  travelling  virtuosi,  made 
their  influence  felt  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other ;  and  it  was 
in  consequence  of  their  increased  professional  skill,  of  their  safe  and 
sure  mastery  over  all  technical  difficulties,  that  composers,  such  as 
Mozart,  animated  with  a  desire  to  fly  at  higher  game,  could  venture  to 
give  bolder  expression  to  their  musical  dreams.  They  could  aim  at 
filling  the  conventional  forms  with  higher  and  more  intensely  emo- 
tional matter,  and  could  afford  to  eschew  the  typical  banalities,  so  dear 
to  the  amateurs  of  their  time.  At  last  Beethoven  was  enabled  to  clear 
the  entire  domains  of  dilettantism  at  a  bound,  and  to  escape  the  stifling 
atmosphere  of  amateur  tastes  and  wishes.  From  the  beginning  of 
Beethoven's  second  period,  from  the  Sinfonia  Eroica,  or  the  Waldstein 
Sonata,  or  the  Basoumouflsky  quartettes,  we  may  date  the  decay  and 
death  of  dilettantism.  These  works  are  absolutely  beyond  the  reach 
of  players  who  cannot  devote  an  entire  life  to  their  instruments,  and 
they  form  of  necessity  the  centre  of  that  great  circle,  round  which  the 
whole  musical  world  of  our  day  gyrates.  With  Beethoven,  instru- 
mental music  rises  to  a  perfectly  ideal  sphere.  He  has  got  rid  of  all 
and  every  conventionality  of  form  and  diction.  He  makes  every 
technical  detail  subservient  to  the  expression  of  his  poetical  idea.  He 
gives  himself  no  trouble  as  regards  difficulties  of  execution,  provided 
fiiere  are  no  technical  impossibilities.  He  finishes  his  work  as  best  he 
can  without  consulting  the  desires  or  tastes  of  his  executants,  or  even 
of  his  audience.  The  outlines  of  musical  form,  such  as  they  have  been 
bequeathed  to  him  by  his  predecessors,  he  cannot  be  said  to  have 
either  obliterated,  or  strained.  He  expanded  them,  and  turned  them  to 
account  for  the  expression  of  intense  emotions.  It  is  impossible  in  all 
the  works  of  his  second  and  third  period  to  find  a  trace  of  conventional 
and  traditional  ^^ ahdbUme'^ ;  eYerj  single  work  forms  a  perfect  organism 
with  its  own  conditions  and  laws  of  being.  Every  work  is  a  distinct 
individual,  whose  connection  with  the  species,  may  be,  and  is,  traceable, 
though  at  first  sight  it  appears  to  be  infinitely  removed  from  the  parent 
stock.  I  think  I  can  formulize  the  gist  of  the  whole  matter  definitely 
and  clearly,  when  I  say,  that  since  Beethoven,  it  has  been  the  desire 
of  all  thinking  and  aspiring  musicians  to  construct  their  music  upon 
a  poetical  hosts.  Now  the  tendency  towards  the  expression  of  some 
de^nite  poetical  idea  by  musical  means,  is  the  characteristic  of  all  so- 
called  "  Music  of  the  Future,"  and  such  a  tendency  has  made  itself 
felt  more  and  more  clearly  in  the  works  of  Beethoven's  successors : 
Mendelssohn,  Schumann,  Chopin,  Berlioz,  Liszt,  and  Wagner.  The 
unlimited  powers  of  the  art  for  emotional  expression,  and  for  this 
only,  are  being  more  and  more  universally  recognized ;  and  we  are 
every  day  moving  farther  from  the  old  standpoint  of  vague  juggling 
with  sweet  sounds  in  stereotyped  forms.  A  sonata  or  a  string 
quartette  of  the  old  type  was  built  somewhat  like  an  ordinary  Victorian 
house.    From  the  portico  and  hall  of  the  first  theme  you  were  led  up 
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a  commonplace  staircase  of  rtmfi  and  passages,  to  the  second  theme 
with  its  feminine  drawing-room  air,  from  whence  it  was  easy  to  find 
yonr  way  into  more  or  less  insignificant  accessory  rooms,  or  to  descend 
again  into  this  or  that  musical  pantry. 

With  Beethoven  the  form  is  evolved  from  the  emotional  essence  of  the 
poetical  idea.  If  yon  call  to  mind  one  of  his  heavenly  Adagios  in  the 
string  quartettes,  or  Symphonies,  or  the  astonishing  vigour,  depth,  and 
tenderness  of  the  opening  movements  of  these  worl^  and  compare 
them  to  similar  movements  of  Haydn's ;  or  again,  if  you  consider  the 
emotional  element  in  Beethoven's  ninth  symphony,  or  in  other  of  the 
works  of  his  third  period,  and  compare  them  witiii  any  of  Mozart's, 
yon  will  see  what  I  mean  to  indicate  by  snch  an  expression  as  the 
^  Emancipation  of  form  for  the  sake  of  the  poetical  idea,"  and  by  the 
assertion,  that  such  music  has  a  poetical  basis,  and  is  the  most  dis- 
tinct, and  the  most  perfect  of  all  possible  expression  of  a  poetical  idea. 
In  Beethoven,  the  scaffolding  of  musical  forms,  conventional  and 
traditional  with  EEaydn  and  Mozart,  in  whose  works  all  the  props  and 
joists  are  clearly  visible,  and  often  make  the  impression  of  empty 
^'  shabhne"  is  entirely  idealized.  It  is  still  traceable,  but  has  become 
entirely  subservient  to  the  poetical  idea ;  to  the  expression  of  some 
particidar  and  intense  emotion.  The  structural  element,  as  architects 
say,  has  entirely  amalgamated  with  the  vital  parts.  The  work  of  art 
has  ceased  to  be  a  conglomerate  of  tunes,  and  has  become  a  living 
organism* 

Beethoven  has  not  in  every  instance  thought  fit  to  give  a  distinct 
clue  to  the  poetical  ideas  which  prompted,  or  at  least  ran  parallel  with 
bis  musical  production.  He  has,  however,  in  his  most  important 
works  done  so,  and  in  the  records  of  his  conversations  with  friends 
and  pupils,  many  indications  in  a  similar  direction  are  to  be  found. 
Thus  among  his  Symphonies,  I  need  only  mention  the  '^  Eroica,"  the 
**  Pastoral,"  and  above  all  the  ninth.  Among  his  Sonatas,  the  *^Pathe- 
tique,"  "  L'absence  et  le  retour."  Among  his  overtures^  "  Coriolan," 
**  Egmont,"  and  the  three  great  '<  Leonoras." 

His  followers,  on  the  list  of  German  instrumental  composers, 
have  carried  the  principle  still  farther.  Thus  to  mention  an  extreme 
example,  and  one  most  likely  familiar  to  you  all,  Mendelssohn  in  his 
overture,  entitled  ^*  Calm  Sea  and  Prosperous  Voyage/'  follows  a  poem 
of  Goethe's,  line  for  line,  picture  for  picture.  His  other  concert 
overtures,  "  A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,"  "  Fingal,"  "  Melusine  "  ; 
all  give  most  vivid  impressions  of  the  ideas  their  titles  indicate. 
Bob.  Schumann  has  in  several  of  his  larger  works,  such  as  the 
overtures  to  *' Manfred,"  "Faust,"  "Julius  GsBsar,"  succeeded  in 
giving  the  emotional  essence  of  the  poetical  works  indicated  by  the 
titles  in  the  musician's  language;  and  hundreds  of  his  smaller 
pianoforte  pieces  have  characteristic  superscriptions  indicative  of  the 
precise  pictures,  images,  and  feelings  tiiat  engrossed  the  composer's 
mind  during  his  work.  In  Berlioz's  Symphonies,  and  Liszt's  ^  Poemes 
Symphoniques,"  the  new  method  has  reached  its  climax,  and  probably 
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in  many  cases,  both  composers  have  overstepped  and  overstrainod  the 
limits  and  capacities  of  musical  art.     Both  offer  definite,  and  some* 
times  very  lengthy  programmes  to  their  musical  work.     Berlioz  haa 
attempted  to  make  a  symphony  of  Shakspeare's  '^  Romeo  and  Jnb'et,'* 
and  of  the  fourth  Canto  of  Byron's  "  Childe  Harold."    Liszt  has 
reproduced  poems  by  Victor  Hugo,  Schiller,  meditations  by  Lamartiney 
scenes  from  Dante's  ''Divina  Commedia,"  &c.    To  my  mind,  many 
of  these  works,  marvellously  interesting  though  they  be,  and  surpris* 
ingly  ingenious  and  perfect  in  all  technical  detail,  are  a  little  unpalat- 
able.   I  get  no  total  and  complete  impression  from  them.     If  I  listen 
to  the  music,  without  attending  to  the  poetical  programme  followed 
by  the  composer,  the  impression  is  one  of  musical  incoherence ;  and 
if  I  attend  to  the  poem,  the  conditions  of  the  unsatisfactory  im- 
pression are  only  reversed,  not  done  away  with.    In  the  one  case, 
I  get  an  amount  of  very  clever  music  wrapped  up  in  a  cloak  of  poetry  ; 
in  the  other  a  fine  poem  stifled  under  an  enormous  mass  of  orchestml 
colour.    What  I  long  for,  and  what  makes  Beethoven's  works  so  unap« 
proachable — the  entire  ftision  of  the  poetical  and  musical  elements 
into  one  indissoluble  and  complete  whole — seems  wanting.     These 
extreme  cases  of  programTne  music,   then,  form  oi^e  phase  of  the 
matter,  and  are  known,  and  sometimes  ridiculed,  under  the  sobriquet 
of  "  Music  of  the  Future." 

The  other,  the  main  phase,  and  the  one  I  entirely  agree  with,  is 
that  represented  by  Bichard  Wagner.  Wagner,  in  constructing  a 
musical  drama,  delineates  the  characters  after  the  fashion  of  a  great 
poet,  and  makes  use  of  music  as  the  ultimate  means  of  poetical 
expression.  Here,  as  much,  and  even  more  than  in  Liszt's  and 
Berlioz's  works,  the  traditional  "  shahlonea  "  of  isolated  musical  form 
disappear,  and  the  poetical  idea  everywhere  modifies  and  influences 
the  course  and  development  of  the  music  ;  but,  instead  of  a  separate 
programme,  printed  or  read,  and  to  be  used  as  a  sort  of  reference,  we 
have  the  living  action  on  the  stage;  the  emotions,  sentiments,  and 
actions,  supremely  intelligible,  developing  themselves  in  actual  flesh 
and  blood  before  our  eyes,  and  the  poeti^  comment  to  the  music,  as 
well  as  the  musical  comment  to  the  poetry,  uniting  into  one  great 
focus,  and  producing  a  total  artistic  impression,  the  intensity  of  which 
must  by  any  other  conceivable  means  bie  for  ever  unapproachable.  In 
Wagner's  dramas,  the  significance  given  to  music  is  indicative  of  the 
character  the  art  will  attain  in  no  very  distant  future.  I  firmly  believe 
with  him,  that  music  will  in  time  be  die  matrix,  the  informing  element, 
of  the  drama.  It  was  so  in  ancient  Greece,  and  will  be  again.  I 
believe  that  the  drama  of  the  future  will  be  as  much  the  richer  in 
scope  and  power  as  modem  Beethovenian  music  is  richer  than  Greek 
music  was;  and  that  the  complete  union  which  poetry,  mimetics, 
and  music  have  in  our  time  undergone  in  Wagner's  dramas,  is  a  union 
which  will  henceforth  be  inseparable  and  indissoluble. 

It  is  a  common  case  in  all  arts  and  sciences,  that  a  man  of  genius 
has  some  intuitive  insight — sees  his  way  by  chance  as  it  were  through 
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a  maze  of  &ots — is  perfectly  right  in  bis  intuition ;  yet,  wMLe  seeking 
plausible  reasons  for  it,  such  as  shall  make  it  palatable  to  others,  hits 
npon  an  explanation,  only  partially  tme,  or  mayhap  altogether  false. 
TTis  intuitions  may  for  all  that  be  yeiy  profound,  and  perfectly  right. 
Some  such  intuitiye  redisoovery  of  forgotten  truth,  long  lost  sight 
oi^  we  owe  to  Wagner,  and  the  reasons  he  has  in  his  voluminous 
writings  given  for  it,  are  the  cause  of  all  the  storms  that  have 
devastated  the  musical  world  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
Wagner  is  a  poet  and  dramatist  by  nature  and  profession ;  a  very 
different  thing  from  a  mere  musician,  let  it  be  remembered.  His 
artistic  talents  developed  themselves  in  immediate  contact  with  the 
musical  stage.  At  starting,  he  was  equipped  with  a  sound  classical 
education  over  and  above  his  enormous  specifically  musical  and 
dramatic  gifts.  Possessing  an  ardent  imagination,  that  most  vividly 
reproduced  the  scenes  and  sentiments  of  ancient  Greek  and  Eliza* 
bethan  drama,  a  fiery  soul  steeped  in  the  Titanic  marvels  of  Beethoven's 
symphonies  and  Bach's  fugues,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  should 
have  found  the  dreary  everyday  routine  of  operatic  banalities,  the 
platitude  and  puerility  of  all  operatic  doings,  utterly  unbearable  ?  To 
ns,  who  judge  after  the  fact,  it  appears  most  natural  and  inevitable 
that  he  should  have  attempted  a  realization  of  an  artistic  ideal,  made 
up  of  these  various  elements,  and  intending  to  combine  the  separate 
and  isolated  perfections  of  both  into  one  glorious  whole ;  a  dramatic 
whole,  in  which  the  poet  should  be  allowed  to  deUneate  his  characters 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  his  art,  without  making  the  slightest 
concession  to  the  musician  for  the  sake  of  operatic  or  any  other  con- 
ventionalities ;  and  again,  a  dramatic  whole,  in  which  the  musician 
should  be  able  to  give  unfettered  expansion  to  the  supreme  powers  for 
emotional  expression,  peculiar  to  his  art.  Wagner  saw  the  possibilities 
for  such  a  form  clearly  before  him,  and  long  before  he  attempted  to 
find  plausible  reasons  in  support  of  his  intuition  ;  long  before  he  began 
to  speculate  on  the  subject,  he  tried  to  embody  his  ideal  in  living 
works  for  the  musical  stage.  I  need  only  mention  ''  Der  fliegende 
Hollander,"  *'  Tannhauser,"  and  '*  Lohengrin,"  which  were  all  written, 
and  for  the  most  part  publicly  performed,  before  a  word  of  his  theo- 
retical endeavours  saw  the  light. 

He  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  conducting  operas  at  small 
theatres  in  second-rate  towns,  like  Wiirzburg,  Magdeburg,  Biga. 

During  his  conductorship  at  Dresden  from  1843  to  1849,  he  had 
striven  most  ardently,  but  in  vain,  to  raise  the  general  standard  of 
things  operatic.  After  the  revolution  of  '49,  finding  himself  entirely 
isolated  from  all  musical  and  dramatic  doings,  a  refugee  at  Zurich,  he 
determined  to  give,  at  least,  a  written  version  of  the  dramatic  and 
musical  ideal  which  he  had  formed  for  himself,  and  which  he  then 
saw  no  hope  of  actually  realizing  on  the  stage.  He  had  received  the 
strongest  inducements  to  account  for  the  stagnation  of  the  musical 
stage  in  Qermany,  by  the  position  it  occupies  in  modem  society.  It 
was  folly,  undoubtedly,  to  entertain  a  hope  of  entirely  reversing  the 
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position  of  an  institution,  which  aims  ahnost  exclnsiyely  at  providing 
diversion  and  amusement  for  a  population  that  loves  pleasure,  because 
it  is  bored,  and  at  securing  the  pecuniary  gain  necessary  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  exhibitions  calculated  to  serve  such  a  purpose.  It  was 
foUy  to  think  of  substituting  for  this,  an  ideal  tendency  to  raise  the 
minds  of  the  people  from  the  vulgar  interests  of  daily  life,  and  to 
enable  them  to  comprehend  and  to  view  with  due  adoration  the  highest 
and  the  most  significantly  beautiful  that  the  human  mind  is  capable 
of  grasping.  Wagner  had  time  to  consider  the  causes  which  have  re- 
duced the  stage  to  the  equivocal  position  it  occupies  in  regard  to 
public  life,  and  on  the  other  hand,  to  take  into  account  the  foundation 
of  those  social  relations,  which  would  as  necessarily  produce  a  theatre 
such  as  he  conceived  it,  as  modem  social  relations  produce  the  present 
theatre.  As  he  had  found  in  the  rare  appearances  of  artists  of  genius 
a  basis  for  the  character  of  his  dramatic^musical  ideal,  history  also 
presented  to  him  a  type  for  the  ideal  relation  of  the  theatre,  such  as 
he  imagined  it  to  public  life.  This  was  the  theatre  of  ancient  Athena, 
which  was  only  opened  on  days  of  special  festivity,  when  the  enjoy- 
ment of  art  was  at  the  same  time  a  religious  celebration,  and  wherein 
the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  state  took  part,  as  poets  or  actors  ; 
appearing  like  priests  before  the  assembled  population  of  town  and 
country,  who  were  filled  with  such  high  expectations  of  the  loftiness 
of  the  works  to  be  performed,  that  ^schylus  and  Sophocles  could 
produce  before  them  the  profoundest  of  all  poems,  and  be  certain  of 
their  appreciation.  The  reasons  for  the  decline  of  this  incomparable 
work  of  art  were  easily  perceivable.  His  attention  was  first  drawn  to 
the  social  causes  of  this  decline,  and  they  appeared  to  be  identical 
with  the  causes  of  the  decline  of  the  ancient  state  itself.  Thence  he 
endeavoured  to  deduce  the  social  principles  of  that  political  organization 
of  the  human  race,  which,  correcting  the  imperfections  of  the  antique 
state,  would  be  able  to  found  a  condition  of  things,  in  which  the  rela- 
tions between  art  and  public  life  as  it  once  existed  in  Athens,  would 
revive  in  a  manner,  if  possible,  more  noble,  and  certainly  more  durable. 
His  thoughts  on  this  subject  were  stated  in  a  little  pamphlet  entitled 
"  Die  Kunst  und  die  Eevolution  "  (Art  and  Revolution).  For  a  com- 
paratively longer  time  he  then  occupied  himself  with  inquiring  into  the 
character  of  this  deplorable  dissolution  of  the  Greek  work  of.  art.  The 
first  thing  that  struck  him,  was  the  remarkable  fact,  that  those  different 
branches  of  art  which  had  previously  been  united  in  the  perfect  drama, 
were  now  dissolved  and  separated.  The  mighty  union  by  which  it 
had  been  possible  to  make  the  most  profound  and  exalted  intentions  of 
humanity  perfectly  intelligible  to  the  people,  had  ceased  to  exist,  and 
its  component  parts — the  arts,  as  we  call  them — ^from  the  position  of 
inspired  teachers,  had  sunk  to  the  level  of  a  pleasant  pastime  for  in- 
dividual lovers  of  art,  so  that  while  the  people  were  publicly  enter- 
tained with  combats  of  gladiators  and  wild  beasts,  educated  men 
occupied  themselves  with  literature  in  private  seclusioii.  It  was 
especially  important  to  perceive,  that  the  difiEerent  arts  in  their  separate 
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and  isolated  cnltiyatLon,  however  their  powers  of  expression  might  be 
increased  and  developed  by  brilliant  genius,  could  never  (without 
degenerating  into  unnaturalness  and  downright  faultiness)  aim  in  anj 
way  at  replacing  that  all-powerful  work  of  art,  the  production  of  which 
had  only  been  possible  to  their  combined  effoi'ts.  With  the  aid  of 
eminent  art  critics — ^Lessing,  for  instance,  in  his  researches  on  the 
limits  of  painting  and  poetry  —Wagner  arrived  at  the  result,  that  each 
separate  branch  of  art  develops  itself  to  the  full  extent  of  its  capa- 
bilities, and  that,  arrived  at  those  limits,  it  cannot  overstep  them, 
without  incurring  the  risk  of  becoming  incomprehensible  and  fantas- 
tical, nay,  even  absurd.  At  this  point,  it  seemed  clear  to  him,  that 
each  art  once  arrived  at  its  limits,  demanded  to  join  itself  to  a  sister 
art.  He  seemed,  finally,  to  be  able  to  show  it  as  existing  most 
distinctly  and  strikingly  in  the  relation  between  music  and  poetry ; 
especially  taking  into  consideration  the  great  significance  of  modem 
music.  Endeavouring  thus  to  imagine  a  work  of  art,  of  which  all 
separate  branches  are  supposed  to  unite,  each  in  a  supreme  state  of 
perfection,  he  arrived  spontaneously  at  a  clear  conception  of  that 
ideal,  which  his  mind  had  unconsciously  formed  for  itself  as  a  vague 
vision.  As  he  was  unable — remembering  the  thoroughly  faulty  rela- 
tion of  the  stage  to  public  life— to  realize  this  ideal  work  of  art  in 
our  own  time,  he  called  it  "  Kunstwerk  der  Zukunft "  ("  Art-work  of 
the  future  *') ;  and  under  this  title  he  published  a  pamphlet,  in  which 
he  entered  into  a  somewhat  detailed  exposition  of  the  ideas  just  men- 
tioned, and  it  is  to  this  title  that  we  are  indebted  for  that  spectral 
invention — "the  Music  of  the  Future,"  which  haunts  French  and 
other  reports  on  musical  art,  and  of  which  you  will  now  easily 
perceive  both  the  aim  and  the  erroneous  origin. 

A  storm,  the  like  of  which  had  not  darkened  the  musical  horizon 
since  Gliick  carried  his  operatic  reforms  in  Paris,  burst  round 
Wagner's  ears  directly  after  the  publication  of  this  book.  Musical 
critics,  fighting  under  every  manner  of  flag,  and  chirping  under  cover 
of  all  manner  of  variegated  feather,  made  day  hideous  with  their 
clamour.  There  was  one  Herr  Bischoff,  of  Cologne,  whose  whelping 
was  heard  far  and  wide.  It  was  he  who  invented  "  Music  of  the 
Future " ;  that  is  to  say,  a  sort  of  music  hideous  and  abominable  to 
our  ears,  but  warranted  by  its  perpetrators  to  sound  all  right  to  the 
ears  of  our  grandchildren.  In  a  reckless  moment  Franz  Liszt,  Wag- 
ner's great  protagonist,  was  rash  enough  to  adopt  the  nickname  of 
^  Musician  of  the  Future,"  much  like  the  "  water-guesen  "  of  Holland 
had  adopted  their  nickname  and  gloried  in  it;  and  ever  since  that 
day  there  has  been  a  strong  party  of  German  musicians  who  have  in 
all  humility  adopted  the  sobriquet  of  "  Musicians  of  the  Future." 

To  sum  up.  The  characteristic  feature,  then,  of  what  is  called 
**the  Music  of  the  Future,"  as  distinguished  from  the  traditional 
forms  of  instrumental  music,  is  this:  Composers  nowadays  try  to 
embody  a  distinct  poetical  idea,  and  the  musical  form  is  modified  and 
possibly  created  entirely  anew  under  the  influence  of  this  poetical 
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idea ;  whereas,  under  the  older  regime  of  Haydn,  Mozart,  and  their 
immediate  followers,  instrumental  music  was  written  according  to 
prescribed  forms  and  shapes,  in  strict  accordance  with  traditional 
^'slu^lones"  In  Haydn's  time  the  form  was  paramount,  and  the 
poetical  element  subservient,  if  it  was  present  at  all. 

In  our  day  the  poetical  idea  moulds  and  shapes  the  form,  and 
music  expresses  intense  emotions,  instead  of  being  confined  to  a  sort 
of  arabesque-like  combination  of  pleasant  sounds  under  more  xar  less 
complicated  structural  restrictions.  The  danger  of  the  old  method 
was,  that  a  composer  should  lay  stress  upon  form,  and  neglect  con- 
tents ;  that  he  should  say  things  extremely  well  which  were  hardly 
worth  saying.  With  us  the  danger  is,  that  a  composer  should  express 
high  emotions  in  a  chaotic  manner,  and  that  he  should  attempt  to 
express  things  in  music  which  the  art  is  incapable  of  fully  realizing. 


GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  Feb.  3, 1873. 

Sir  Hknby  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Charles  Dent,  Esq.  B.A. 

The  Rev.  George  Smith  Drew,  M.A. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Hannen,  Judge  of  the  Probate 

and  Divorce  Court. 
Richard  Budd  Painter,  M.D. 
Henry  Sturt,  Esq. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Royal  Institution. 

The  Special  Thanks  of  the  Members  were  returned  to 

Sib  Charl;es  Whbatstome,  D.CL.  F.R.S.  for  his  gift  of  a  Magneto- 
electric  Clock  with  ten  dials ; 

John  Pktbb  Gassiot,  Esq.  D.CL.  F.R.S.  for  his  gift  of  a  Bust  of 
Mrs.  Somerville,  by  L.  Macdonald,  Rome,  1844 ;  and  to 

C.  F.  Hanoooe:,  Esq.  B.A.  for  his  gift  of  Littre's  "  Dictionnaire  de 
la  Langue  Franyaise."    4  vols.    4to.     1863-72. 

The  Pbbssnts  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FBOM 
AiAuarieSj  Inditute  o/— Journal,  No.  89.    8vo.    1872. 
AntiquaneSy  Society  o/— Proceedings,  Vol.  V.  No.  4.    8vo.    1872. 
Astronamioal  Society,  i^oj/oZ— Memoirs,  Vol.  XXXIX.  Part  2.    4to.    1872. 

Proceedings,  Vol.  XXXni.  Nos.  1,  2.    8vo.    1872. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Royal — Verzeichniss  von  4093  telescopischen 

Sterwen.    8vo.    1872. 
BriUth  Architects,  Royal  ItiMuU  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1872-3.    Nob.  2, 3, 4.  4to. 
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Carpeniery  W.  B.  LL.D.  M.D,  F.RJ3.  {(he  iu^Aor)— Report  on  Scientific  Besearches 
made  during  Aug.  Sept.  and  Oct.  1871  in  U.M.  surveying  ship  *  Sliearwatcr.' 
(Royal  Soc.  Proceedings,  XX.)    8vo.     1872. 
Chemical  Society — Journal  for  Dec  1872,  and  Judex ;  and  for  Jan.  1873.    8yo. 
Churchy  Pro/esmr  A.  H.  M.A, — ^Practice  with  Science :  a  Series  of  Agricultural 
Papers,  VoL  I.    8vo.    1867. 
Colour.    By  A.  H.  Church.    16to.    1873. 
Camitato  Geologico  cT/toZ/a— BoUcttini.    1872.    Nos.  7-10.    8vo.    Fironze. 
Dirertor  of  the  Geological  Survey— MinertA  Statistics  for  1871.    8to.    1872. 

MemobB.    Four  Parts.    Svo.    1872. 
£Uitor«— American  Journal  of  Science  for  Dec.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    Svo. 
Atheneum  for  Dec.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    4to. 
Chemical  News  for  Dec.  1872;  and  Jan.  1873.    4to. 
Engineer  for  Deo.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873. 
Food  Journal  for  Dec.  1872 ;  and  Jau.  1873.    4to. 
Journal  of  Applied  Science  for  Deo.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    Folio. 
Journal  of  Gas-Lighting  for  Dec.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    4to. 
Nature  for  Dec.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    4to. 
Nautical  Magazine  for  Dec.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    8vo. 
Once  a  Week  for  Dec.  1872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    8vo. 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  Dec.  1 872 ;  and  Jan.  1873.    8vo. 
Telegraphic  Journal,  Noe.  2,  3.    8vo.    1873. 
FrcaJcUth  In««t7t*te-Joumal,  No.  563.    8vo.    1872. 
Gmeva,  Soci^U  de   Physique— "i/L^Taoiiea,  Tome  XXI.  Seconde  Partie.      4 to. 

1872. 
Oeographieal  Society ^  ^oyo^— Classified  Catalogue  of  the  Library.    Svo.    1871. 
Geological  Inttituie,  Imperial,  Vienna — Jahrbuch,  1872.    No.  3.    Svo. 

Verhandlungen,  1872.    Nos.  11-13.    Svo. 
Gladdotie,  John  H,  Ph.D.  FM£,  M.RJ,  (the  ^uttor)— Michael  Faraday,  Second 

Edition,    leto.    1873. 
Hancockj  0.  F.  Esq.  B,A.  MMJ.—E.  Littr^  Dictionnaire  de  la  Langue  Francaise, 

4  vols,    4to.    Paris,  1863-72. 
Hogg,  F.  £.  M.D.  (the  ^ItU/ior)— Marriage  in  the  Army.    (K  99)    Svo.    1872. 
LeuriSj  T.  B,  M.B.  (the  Author)^On  a  Haunatozoon  inhabiting  Human  Blood. 
Svo.    1872. 
Microscopical  and  Phydologlral  Researches  respecting  Cholera.    By  T.  B. 
Lewis  and  D.  D.  Cunningham.    Svo.    1872. 
Linnean  Society-— JoxuDal,  No.  68.    Svo.    1872. 
London  InUUution — Journal,  No.  18.    Svo.    1873. 
MacMiUan,  Alex.  Esq.  M.R.I.;  and  J.  H.  GladsUme,  Esq.  if. jB. J.— Portrait  of 

Professor  Faraday  from  a  photograph  by  Watkins. 
Mandieeler  Philosophieal  /Sbcie^y— Proceedings,  Vol.  XIL  No.  3.    Svo.    1872. 
Medtanical  Engineer^  IwUUiHon^  BtrmtTij^Aoni— Proceedings,  July,  1S72.    Part  1. 

Svo. 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  i7oya2— Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions.    VoL 

-    UV.    Svo.    1872. 
Meteorological  Office-^QoBxierlj  Weather  Report,  1871,  Part  2.     1872,  Part  1. 

4to. 
Peacock,  R.  A.  Esq.  C.E.  (the  Author)— Kovr  a  National  Museum  of  Natnrol 

Hiotory  might  be  built  and  arranged.     (K99)    Svo.     1872. 
Photographic  Society— Journal,  Nos.  286,  237.    Svo.    1872. 
Preussisene  Akademie  der  Wissensehaften — ^Monatsberichte,  Aug.-Oct   1872.  Svo. 
Royal  Society  of  Londoiir— Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers,  Vol.  YI.    4to.    1872. 

Proceedings,  Nob.  139, 140.    Svo.    1872. 
Royal  Swedish  Academy  of  iSciencss— Handlingar,  Band  VIL  No.  2,  YIIL  IX* 
No.  1.    4to.     1868-70. 
Ofversigt,  Band  XXVI.  XXVn.    Svo.    1870-71. 
Lefhadsteckningar,  Band  I.  Hafte  2.    Svo.    1870. 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospitalr^UepotU,yo\.\UL    Svo.    1S72. 
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Shipley^  Bev.  Orby,  3LA.  (the  Author) — EcdeBiastical  Beform :  Eight  Essays  by 

various  Writers.    16to.    1873. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  Feb.  7,  1873. 

[knby  Holland,  Bart  M.D.  D.CX.  F.E.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbofessob  a.  C.  Bamsat,  LL.D.  F.B.S. 

CrrOB<0£MX&AL  OV  THE  OKOLOOICAL  8URVET  OF  THB  UNITSD  KDCODOM. 

On  Old  Continents, 

tsor  began  by  stating  that  in  most  of  the  manuals  of  geo- 
ratified  formations  are  spoken  of  as  of  marine  origin,  with 
)n  of  part  of  the  Coal-measures,  the  Pnrbeck  and  W^den 
he  fresh-water  strata  of  part  of  the  Eocene  and  Miocene 

ect  of  the  discourse  was  to  prove  that,  in  the  British  Islands, 
the  great  formations,  partly  of  Palseozoic  and  partly  of 
)T  Secondary  age,  were  deposited  in  large  inland  lakes, 
t,  and  if  this  can  be  established,  then  during  that  epoch 

long  continental  epoch  in  this  pstrt  of  the  world  analogous 
npovtant,  in  a  physical  point  of  view,  as  any  of  the  great 
[)f  the  present  day. 
ral  the  Upper  Silurian  seas  swarmed  with  life  all  marine, 

very  topmost  beds  these  brown  strata  pass  insensibly  into 
d  Sandstone ;  the  marine  life  rapidly  dwindled  away,  land 
3ar  in  the  seeds  of  LycopodiacesB,  and  the  strata  finally 
;  just  such  changes  as  might  have  taken  place  if  a  portion 
lad  been  isolated  like  the  Baltic  or  Black  Sea;  and  in  the 
[)mpletely  separated  from  the  main  ocean,  and  only  supplied 
id  the  fresh  water  of  rivers,  the  water  became  first  brackish, 

end  fresh.    Beferring  to  the  Old  Bed  Sandstone,  he  said 

colour  was  due  to  the  fact  that  each  minute  grain  of  mud 
^s  covered  by  a  thin  pellicle  of  peroxide  of  iron,  which 
lave  been  deposited  in  an  open  ocean,  but  might  easily  be 
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deposited  in  an  inland  lake ;  and  that  some  of  the  fish  of  that  formation 
which,  except  in  the  very  topmost  beds,  is  destitnte  of  shells,  have 
their  nearest  living  analogues  in  the  Polyptems  of  the  rivers  of 
Africa,  the  Ceratodns  of  Australia,  and  in  less  degree  in  the  Lepi- 
dosteus  of  North  America.  The  topmost  beds  of  the  Old  Bed  Sand- 
stone are,  however,  in  places  foil  of  ferns  and  other  huid  plants,  and 
of  firesh-water  shells  of  the  genus  Anodon,  just  where  thej  graduaUj 
pass  into  the  lowest  carboniferous  strata. 

Professor  Bamsay  then  dilated  on  the  great  superficial  extent  and 
thickness  of  the  carboniferous  strata,  especially  of  the  Coal-measures  ; 
and  the  evidence  which  the  latter  afford  of  a  great  continental  area 
which  underwent  many  changes  in  its  physical  geography,  as  shown 
by  the  forests  and  peat  mosses  of  the  period,  now  beds  of  coal,  the 
existence  of  sun-cracks  and  rain-pittings,  and  footprints  of  Labyrin- 
thodont  amphibia  on  mud  now  hardened  into  shale. 

In  the  red  marls  and  sandstones  of  the  Permian  strata,  in  addition 
to  these  signs  and  the  red  colour  of  the  rocks,  there  are  sometimes 
formed  pseudomorphous  crystals  of  salt,  which  crystals  could  not  have 
been  formed  in  an  open  ocean,  for  the  water  must  have  been  more  than 
saturated  with  chloride  of  sodium  before  the  deposition  of  crystals  of 
salt  could  have  taken  place.  In  the  same  strata  there  are  footprints 
and  bones  of  Labyrinthodont  amphibia.  In  regard  to  the  Magnesian 
Limestone  of  this  period,  it  was  ^own  that  the  molluscous  life  of  that 
epoch  was  miserably  poor  in  numbers  of  genera  and  species  when 
compared  with  the  crowded  life  of  the  Carboniferous  Limestone  epoch ; 
and  in  this  respect  it  may  be  compared  to  the  scanty  marine  fauna 
of  the  Caspian  Sea  at  the  preseut  day.  It  was  further  explained,  that 
as  MoUusca  do  not  use  magnesia  in  the  formation  of  their  shells,  this 
magnesian  limestone  could  not  have  been  deposited  in  the  ocean,  but 
must  have  been  precipitated  in  a  great  inland  salt  lake,  because  of 
evaporation  of  the  water  by  solar  heat.  The  Lepidotosaurus  DuffU^ 
which  was  found  in  the  marly  limestone  near  the  base  of  this  forma- 
tion, was  a  Labyrinthodont  amphibian;  and  Proterosaurus  Spefneri 
and  P.  Htudeyiy  from  the  Marl  Slate,  were  probably  land  Lacertilian 
reptiles. 

It  was  next  shown  that  the  New  Bed  Sandstone  and  Marl  of  Britain 
were  deposited  in  lakes,  and  the  marl  certainly  in  a  salt  lake.  I^md 
plants  are  frequently  found  in  the  sandy  beds  of  that  formation ;  the 
foraminifera,  the  bivalve  crustacean  Egtheria  minuUij  and  the  fish 
Dipieranoius  cyphus  might  just  as  well  have  lived  in  a  salt  liUce  as  in 
an  open  sea ;  and  the  smidl  marsupial  mammal  MicrcHestes  antiquua^ 
found  in  the  red  marl  of  Watchet,  prove  the  neighbourhood  of  land. 
The  Labyrinthodont  footprints  and  other  reptilian  relics  all  tend  to 
confirm  tiie  view  that  the  strata  were  deposited  in  an  inland  salt  lake 
or  lakes,  which  increased  and  diminished  in  size  at  different  seasons 
of  the  year;  and  the  gypsum  and  rock-salt  could  only  have  been 
deposited  by  solar  evaporation  of  the  water  of  a  lake,  which,  like  the 
Dead  Sea,  the  lake  of  Utah,  or  numerous  lakes  in  Central  Asia,  have 
V0L.VIL    (No.  58.)  i> 
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no  outlets,  and  only  get  rid  of  the  water  that  flows  into  them  by  belp 
of  the  heat  of  the  sun. 

This  interior  portion  of  Asia,  indeed,  probably  most  nearly  cor- 
responds to  the  state  of  what  is  now  Great  Britain  and  the  northern 
half  of  Europe  during  the  Permian  and  New  Bed  epochs. 

The  result  of  all  the  foregoing  arguments,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
speaker,  tends  to  show  that,  over  much  of  what  is  now  Europe  (and  in 
some  oiJier  continents)  a  long  continental  epoch  obtained  frono.  the 
close  of  the  Upper  Silurian  period  down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
deposition  of  the  Rhcetic  beds,  which  lie  between  the  New  Bed  Marl 
and  the  Lias,  a  portion  of  geological  time  which,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  in  years,  but  which  may 
possibly  be  comparable  to  all  the  time  occupied  in  the  depoBition  of 
the  whole  of  the  Secondary  and  Tertiary  formations. 

[A,  a  R.] 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  February  14,1873. 

William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  LL.D.  M.A.  Treasurer  B.S.  and  ILL 
Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

BoBSBT  H.  SooTT,  Esq.  F.B.S. 

DIBBOTOB  OP  THX  XKTBOBOLOOIOAL  OFFIO^ 

On  Becent  ProgreM  in  Weather  Knowledge, 

It  is  now  nearly  four  years  since  I  had  the  honour  of  deHvering  a 
lecture  in  this  theatre  on  the  work  of  the  Meteorological  Office.  On 
the  present  occasion  my  subject  is  of  more  general  interest,  as  in  treat- 
ing of  recent  progress  in  weather  knowledge  all  over  the  world  we  are 
no  longer  confined  to  the  operations  of  our  own  office. 

^though  I  cannot  as  yet  claim  for  myself  and  my  brother 
Meteorologists  that  we  have  made  serious  progress  towards  what  has 
well  been  termed,  *'  the  splendid  possibility  of  predicting  the  nature  of 
seasons,"  I  hope  still  to  show  you  that  we  have  made  some  advaiiee 
towards  entitling  weather  knowledge  to  rank  among  the  sciences,  and 
thereby  disproving  Arago's  famous  dictum,  that  no  one  who  bad 
scientific  character  to  lose  would  prophesy  weather. 

The  prediction  of  the  seasons,  for  any  considerable  period  in 
adTanoe,  is  of  course  the  problem  whose  solution  must  a£fect  the  most 
important  social  interests,  inasmuch  as  all  the  operations  of  agricul- 
ture are  necessarily  dependent  on  the  varying  character  of  the 
weather.  Becently,  in  order  to  affi)rd  some  practical  information  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  weather  on  growing  crops,  an  agitation  has  been 
set  on  foot  for  the  organization  of  a  system  of  telegraphic  agricul- 
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toral  weather  reports,  in  order  by  a  knowledge  of  the  prospects  of  the 
hanrest  to  be  able  to  regulate  the  price  of  grain.  The  veteran  Maury* 
is  at  the  head  of  this  movement,  and  the  question  was  mooted  at  the 
International  Statistical  Congress  at  St.  Petersburg  last  summer. 

Meanwhile,  we  ourselves,  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  have  made 
a  commencement  of  giving  intelligence  as  to  the  probable  growth  of 
crops,  by  adding  six  inland  stations  to  the  list  of  those  which  furnish 
information  for  the  Daily  Weather  Beport. 

Our  recent  experience  of  the  rainfall  of  1872,  which  was  almost 
unprecedented  and  certainly  unexpected,  both  as  to  its  amount  and 
continuance,  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  very  moderate  pretensions 
which  even  the  most  practised  Meteorologists  can  make  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  probable  character  of  the  weather  for  even  two  months  in 
advance.  We  are  now  receiving  abundant  notes  as  to  the  concomitant 
phenomena  of  unusual  drought  during  parts  of  last  year  in  other 
regions  of  the  earth,  and  as  to  the  abnormal  relations  of  barometrical 
pressure  over  N.E.  Europe  on  the  one  hand,  and  Iceland  on  the  other ; 
but  none  of  these  facts  throw  any  Hght,  hitherto  discoverable,  on  the 
causes  of  our  exceptional  weather. 

Anyone  of  experience  can  cite  numerous  instances  of  the  failure 
of  prophecies  of  weather  based  on  the  popularly  received  signs,  such 
as  die  shining  of  the  sun  on  Candlemas-day,  and  we  shall  soon  see 
that  the  principles  on  which  such  prophecies  depend  are  not  mathema- 
tically correct  It  is,  nevertheless,  undeniable  that  the  movements  of 
birds  of  passage  are  apparently  directed  by  a  prescience  of  the  coming 
character  of  the  weather ;  generally,  their  arrival  may  be  attributed  to 
the  fact  that  they  herald  the  approach  of  conditions  of  weather  which 
have  already  set  in  in  their  home. 

It  is  evident  that  the  changes  of  weather  ought  to  bear  mathema- 
tieal  treatment  as  well  as  any  other  statistical  fusts,  and  consequently 
attempts  have  been  made  to  apply  mathematical  reasoning  to  our  ex- 
perience of  the  seasons,  in  order  to  test  whether  the  popoLar  ideas  to 
which  I  have  just  alluded  have,  or  have  not,  any  real  basis  of  truth. 

The  most  recent  contribution  to  our  knowledge  in  this  direction  is 
a  paper  by  Wladimir  Eoppen  in  the  Russian  Bepertorium  fur  Meteoro- 
logie,  YoL  II.,  "  On  the  Sequence  of  the  Non-periodic  Variations  of 
WeaUier,  investigated  according  to  the  Laws  of  I^robability."  The  dis- 
cussion is  pre£ftced  by  the  remark  that  while  weather  study  has  made 
great  progress  owing  to  the  development  of  telegraphy,  its  results  are 
mainly  of  utility  to  the  seaman,  but  remain  comparatively  valueless 
for  the  farmer,  while  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a  fore- 
knowledge of  the  weather  is  as  great  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

M.  Eoppen  has  examined  into  the  chance  of  a  change  of  weather  at 
any  time,  and  he  finds  that  the  weather  hoe  a  decided  tendency  to 
preeerve  its  ekaraeter.    Thus,  at  Brussels,  if  it  has  rained  for  nine  or 

*  The  death  of  Com.  Hanry  on  the  let  February  has  been  announced  sinoe  the 
lecture  was  d6liTered.->B.  U.  S. 
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ten  days  snccessively,  the  next  day  will  be  wet  also  in  four  cases  out 
of  hre :  and  the  chance  of  a  change  decreases  with  the  length  of  time 
for  which  the  weather  from  which  the  change  is  to  take  place  has 
lasted. 

If  we  take  the  case  of  temperature  for  five-day  periods  we  find  the 
same  principle  to  be  trae ;  for  if  a  cold  five-day  period  sets  in  after 
warm  weather,  we  can  bet  two  to  one  that  the  next  such  period  will  be 
cold  too :  bat  if  the  cold  has  lasted  for  two  months  we  can  bet  nearly 
eight  to  one  that  the  first  five  days  of  the  next  month  will  be  cold  too. 
The  chance  of  change  is,  however,  greater  for  the  five-day  periods 
than  for  single  days. 

Similar  results  follow  for  the  months,  but  here  again  the  chance  of 
change  shows  an  increase. 

If  we  revert  to  the  instance  we  first  cited,  that  of  rain,  the  result 
is  not  that  if  it  once  begins  to  rain  the  chances  are  in  favour  of  its 
never  ceasing ;  all  that  is  implied  is,  that  the  chances  are  against  its 
ceasing  on  a  definite  day,  and  that  they  increase  with  the  length  of 
time  the  rain  has  lasted.  The  problem  is  similar  to  that  of  human 
life :  the  chance  of  a  baby  one  year  old  living  another  year  is  less 
than  that  of  a  man  of  thirty. 

The  practical  meaning  of  all  this  is,  that  although  we  know  that 
a  compensating  anomaly  for  all  extraordinary  weather  exists  some- 
where on  the  earth's  surface, — e,  g.  the  very  conunon  case  of  intense 
cold  IB  America  while  we  have  a  mild  winter,  which  was  most  strik- 
ingly true  last  January, — there  is  no  reason,  as  yet  ascertained,  to 
anticipate  that  this  compensation  will  occur  at  any  given  place  in  the 
course  of  a  year.  In  other  words,  when  definite  conditions  of  weather 
have  thoroughly  established  themselves,  it  is  only  with  great  dif&culty 
that  the  courses  of  the  atmospheric  currents  are  changed. 

Attempts  have  not  unfrequently  been  made  to  predict  the  seasons 
for  a  long  period  in  advance,  but  without  much  success  hitherto.  One 
great  cause  for  failure  is  that  accurate  meteorological  records  do  not 
extend  beyond  the  beginning  of  the  century  at  more  than  a  few 
stations,  and  for  these  we  cannot  eliminate  the  local  influences 
altogether.  Thus,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  say  what  has  been  the 
approximate  temperature  of  these  islands  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
— a  period  far  too  short  for  the  definite  recognition  of  a  cycle.  The 
shortest  of  these  cosmical  cycles  which  has  been  determined  is  the 
sunspot  period  of  11^  years  according  to  Wolf,  and  there  are  indica- 
tions of  fjEtr  longer  periods,  such  as  33  years  or  even  69^  years,  accord- 
ing to  Homstein. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  British  Association  at  Brighton  a  very 
interesting  paper  by  Mr.  Meldrum,  of  the  Mauritius,  was  read,  in 
which  he  showed  that  the  cyclones  for  which  that  district  of  the  Indian 
Ocean  ei^'oys  an  unenviable  notoriety,  have  been  more  frequent  in 
some  years  than  in  others,  and  that  these  years  of  maximum  frequency 
occurred  at  intervals  of  about  11  years,  coinciding  with  those  of  maxi- 
mum sunspot  frequency. 
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This  agreement  is  most  important,  and  it  has  been  abtmdantlj 
corroborated  by  an  examination  of  the  ndnMl  at  such  stations  in  the 
soniJiem  hemisphere  as  are  available.  This  has  been  carried  out  by 
Mr.  Lockjer  in  *  Nature/  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Meldmm. 

The  results,  for  the  comparatively  short  period  to  which  they  refer, 
are  most  striking,  as  they  are  sufficient  to  show  that  a  perio^city  is 
traceable  in  the  weather  of  the  Indian  Ocean  which  is  eminently  sug- 
gestive of  a  close  relationship  between  the  changes  which  take  place  in 
the  sun's  sur&ce,  and  the  phenomena  of  our  own  atmosphere. 

It  will  at  once  be  asked,  why  has  not  this  periodicity,  if  it  exists, 
been  detected  long  ago  by  an  examination  of  European  records,  which 
are  flEur  more  complete  than  any  existing  for  the  Indian  Ocean  ?  The 
answer  to  this  is  twofold ;  in  the  first  place,  we  are  pre-eminently  in 
the  district  of  the  variable  winds,  and  our  storms  are  not  nearly  so 
regular  in  their  character  as  those  of  the  Mauritius,  where  almost  the 
sole  lype  of  storm  is  the  true  tropical  cyclone,  with  its  concomitant 
rainfall  It  is  next  to  impossible  in  this  country  to  keep  an  accurate 
record  of  aU  the  several  storms  which  pass  over  us.  The  existence  of 
conjugate  storms  is  not  unfrequent ;  two  and  even  three  systems  of 
disturbance  being  traceable  at  the  same  time  within  the  area  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Are  these  one  single  storm  or  several,  and  how 
diould  they  be  counted  in  a  catalogue  ?  Eain  also  cannot  be  taken 
as  a  sign  of  the  frequency  of  storms  in  a  year ;  for  although  we  know 
that  warm  winters  are  invariably  wet  and  stormy,  it  cannot  be  asserted 
that  the,  all  but  constant,  rainfall  of  the  early  part  of  last  year  was  in 
any  way  related  to  storms. 

There  is,  however,  in  the  second  place,  a  far  deeper  reason  for  the 
non-discovery  of  these  cycles  in  any  chance  series  of  rainfall  records. 
The  sun  passes  through  phases  of  greater  and  less  activity,  and  the 
terrestrial  phenomena  corresponding  to  the  epochs  of  the  former  cha- 
racter are  excessive  evaporation  in  some  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
consequent  excessive  precipitation  in  others.  We  must  therefore 
ascertain  in  what  districts  we  are  to  look  for  the  one  and  for  the  other 
of  these  phenomena  respectively.  The  fact  of  the  mutual  compensa- 
tion of  anomalies  of  which  I  spoke  when  treating  of  M.  Eoppen's  paper, 
will  show  you  that  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  years  of  maximum 
rain&ll  at  the  Mauritius  may  be  years  of  great  dryness  here.  In  fact, 
we  cannot  yet  say  where  we  shall  find  the  maximum  solar  effect  pro- 
duced. 

The  lesson  that  we  are  to  learn  from  the  fruitful  researches  of 
Mr.  Meldrum  has  been  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Lockyer,  that  we  must 
aim  at  attaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  movements  and  changes 
of  our  own  atmosphere,  and  then  seek  to  establish  a  connection  between 
them  and  other  cosmical  phenomena,  such  as  terrestrial  magnetism, 
the  relation  of  which  to  the  state  of  the  sun's  surface  was  pointed  out 
by  Sir  E.  Sabine  twenty  years  ago. 

We  must  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  Weather  Telegraphy  and 
Storm  Warnings  with  which  the  name  of  Admiral  Fitzroy  will  always 
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be  associated.  Jnstioe,  however,  oompels  os  to  admit  that  this  country 
was  not  the  first  to  issue  telegraphic  weather  intelligenoe  to  its  sea- 
ports ;  for  in  the  year  1860,  when  the  possibility  of  introducing  sncli  a 
system  was  being  discussed  here  in  London,  the  step  had  actiuJlj 
been  taken  in  Holland,  at  the  instance  of  Prof.  Buys  Ballot  At  the 
present  time  there  is  not  a  single  European  country,  except  Gieeoe, 
which  has  not  its  own  meteorological  organization.  In  most  cases 
telegraphic  weather  reports  are  published  in  the  newspapers,  wbile 
the  example  set  by  Le  Yerrier,  about  1858,  of  the  publicatian  of  a 
lithographed  daily  bulletin  has  been  followed  by  our  own  office,  more 
than  600  copies  of  whose  charts  are  issued  daily  to  subscribers  and  for 
exhibition  at  sea-ports.  Of  late  years  Bnssia,  too,  has  commenced  the 
publication  of  a  lithographed  bulletin. 

If  we  want  to  see  weather  telegraphy  on  its  grandest  scale,  we  must 
cross  the  Atlantic,  where,  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier-General 
Myer,  no  less  than  three  charts  are  issued  every  day  by  the  Chief 
Signal  Office  of  the  United  States  at  Washington.  This  undertaking  is 
rendered  possible  by  the  fact  that  the  whole  organization  is  militaiy, 
and  that  its  efforts  are  almost  entirely  concentrated  on  the  prepara- 
tion of  these  reports,  while  the  telegraphic  system  of  the  States  is 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Signal  Office  for  a  certain  space  of  time 
every  day.  By  this  means  it  is  rendered  possible  to  publish  the 
chart  and  report  simultaneously  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  States. 
It  is  not  unimportant  to  consider  what  the  system  costs,  as  compared 
with  our  own.  We  spend,  at  the  outside,  4000^  a  year  on  our 
weather  telegraphy,  when  we  apportion  to  it  its  due  share  of  the 
expenses  of  the  office,  while  the  vote  for  the  Signal  Office,  or,  to  nse 
its  familiar  designation  in  the  'New  York  Herald/  for  •*  Old  Probabili- 
ties,'' is  no  less  than  250,000  dollars,  about  fourteen  times  as  mnch  as 
our  expenditure  under  the  same  head. 

Our  system  of  stations  is  shown  on  the  chart,  the  only  station  omitted 
being  Christiansund.  The  first  thing  noticeable  about  it  is,  that  we  are 
entirely  exposed  to  the  westward,  the  direction  from  .whence  most  of 
our  storms  come,  and  that  we  have  little  prospect  of  improving  ovt 
condition  in  this  respect.  In  my  former  lecture  I  spoke  of  the  pro- 
posal to  moor  vessels  off  our  coasts,  having  telegraphic  communication 
with  the  shore,  and  to  use  them  as  floating  ob^rvatories.  The  trial 
that  was  made  with  H.M.S.  *  Brisk,'  at  the  entrance  of  the  Channel, 
was  anything  but  a  success,  as  it  resulted  in  a  total  fulure.  The 
proposid  has  just  been  resuscitated  in  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Morse,  who  proposes  to  moor  buoys  out  at  sea  with  observing  turrets 
on  them. 

Latterly,  an  announcement  has  been  made  that  the  Portuguese 
Government  intend  to  establish  a  reporting  system  between  the  Azores 
and  the  mainland,  and  an  application  has  been  made  to  the  Meteoro- 
logical Committee  to  contribute  towards  the  expense.  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  they  have  at  once  replied  that  they  would  be  ready  to  assist 
in  this  particular  development  of  weather  telegraphy  to  the  extent  of 
their  powers. 
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We  baye,  in  the  meantime,  instituted  a  oompariflon  between  the 
8  AM,  reports  from  Angra  do  Heroismo  in  the  Azores  and  from 
Valencia  for  the  last  2f  years,  and  we  find  that  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  in  which  we  can  trace  the  progress  of  a  storm  from  the  Azores 
to  these  islands  ;  the  two  barometrical  cnrves  pursue  their  respectiye 
eoorses  almost  entirely  independently  of  each  other,  and  so  far  from 
itB  being  true  "  that  no  country  would  benefit  by  this  intelligence 
(frcnn  the  Azores)  so  much  as  Great  Britain,"  as  has  been  ass^ted, 
ihe  prima  fcusie  eridenoe  afforded  by  the  diagrams  is,  that  the  balance 
of  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  proposed  connection  would  fieill  to  the 
Aiores.  It,  howeyer,  is  undeniable  that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  us  to  know  daily  what  were  the  atmospheric  conditions  over  the 
district  of  the  Atlantic  where  the  islands  in  question  are  situated. 

Our  own  experience  of  the  value  of  Transatlantic  reports  is  not 
flitis&ctory.  For  three  years  we  received  reports  daily  (free)  from 
Heart's  Content,  through  the  great  liberality  of  the  A.  A.  Telegraph 
Company,  but  we  did  not  find  them  of  much  practical  value ;  partly 
because  the  station  was  badly  placed  for  wind  observations,  being  in 
a  land-locked  bay,  and  partly  because  toe  can  never  trust  uncorroborated 
reports  from  disiani  stations.  Accordingly,  when  the  committee  were 
ai^ed  to  pay  for  the  transmission  of  the  reports,  they  at  once  decided 
to  discontinue  them.  ' 

We  now  come  to  the  practical  portion  of  our  subject,  the  actual 
fareeasting  of  the  u>eajOier,  The  only  great  principle  which  has  been 
established  of  late  years  has  been  the  entire  dependence  of  the  wind, 
as  to  both  its  direction  and  its  force,  on  the  barometrical  gradient,  and 
not  on  the  absolute  height  of  the  barometrical  column.  This  prin- 
dple  is  known  as  Buys  Ballot's  law,  and  it  is  illustrated  by  the 
diagram  before  you.  It  was  fully  explained  in  my  former  lecture. 
The  law  is — "^  Stand  with  your  back  to  the  wind,  and  the  barometer 
viU  be  lower  on  your  left  hand  than  on  your  right."  As  a  simple 
lesolt  of  this  fertile  generalization,  we  find  that  there  is  no  danger 
of  a  gale;  unless  the  gradient,  or  difference  between  barometrical 
readings  over  a  given  distance,  exceeds  0*6  in.  per  50  miles  in 
the  district  where  the  gale  will  be  felt.  The  attempts  which  have 
been  made  to  establish  a  numerical  relation  between  the  gradients 
•aid  the  wind-force  have  not  been  satisfactory  as  yet,  owing  chiefly  to 
the  difficulty  of  eliminating  the  local  conditions  which  affect  the 
wind.  We  are  also  unable,  as  yet,  to  say  what  interval  of  time 
elapses  between  the  establishment  of  the  gradient  and  the  setting  in 
of  the  corresponding  wind,  and,  on  the  whole,  it  must  be  said  that,  if 
▼e  trust  to  the  bar^eter  alone,  we  shall  not  have  sufficient  warning 
of  the  approach  of  a  gale. 

Theve  are  several  yaluable  deductions  which  follow  from  Buys 
Ballot's  law. 

The  wind  may  move  either  against  or  with  watch-hands,  and  the 
fonner  is  the  more  usual  direction  of  gyration.  The  former  of  these 
OHJtions  is  termed  cyclonic,  and  takes  place  round  a  barometrical 
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minimum ;  the  latter,  anti-cyclonic,  and  takes  place  ronnd  a  barome* 
trical  niaximiim.  The  whole  of  onr  weather  depends  on  the  relative 
positions  and  characters  of  these  areas  of  defect  and  excess  of  atmo- 
spherical pressure,  and  the  wind  systems  connected  with  them. 

-  A  storm  may  be  produced  by  an  increase  of  pressure  as  well  as  by 
a  decrease,  and  some  of  our  most  destructive  storms — ^most  destmo- 
tive,  because  they  give  us  hardly  any  warning  of  their  approach — ^are 
caused  by  an  increase  of  pressure  on  the  eastern  shores  of  the  North 
Sea,  while  a  depression  is  advancing  o\ier  these  islands.  The  storm 
of  February  6, 1870,  which  levelled  the  harbour  works  at  Wick,  bo- 
longed  to  ihiB  class.     Their  direction  is  south-easterly. 

Almost  all  of  our  storms  are  related  to  barometrical  depressions,  and 
not  to  elevations.  The  reason  of  this  has  yet  to  be  explained  by  the 
mathematicians.  If,  therefore,  we  knew  about  an  advancing  depression, 
the  shape  (including  gradients  in  all  directions),  direction,  and  rate 
of  motion,  and  whether  the  disturbance  was  increasing  or  diminishing 
in  intensity,  we  should  be  able  to  form  a  fair  judgment  as  to  what 
parts  of  the  coast  would  be  most  likely  to  feel  a  gale,  and  from  what 
points  of  the  compass. 

There  is  hardly  one  of  these  particulars  of  which  we  can  gain  a 
sufficient  knowledge  until  the  storm  is  well  upon  us,  so  that  the  issue 
of  warnings  to  our  exposed  western  and  northern  coasts  will  ever  be  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  and  uncertainty. 

As  regards  the  direction  of  motion  of  storms,  we  have  some  pro- 
gress in  knowledge  to  report  Professor  Mohn,  in  his  Storm  Atlas, 
has  assigned  for  a  few  storms  the  direction  and  rate  of  advance,  and 
has  shown  how  both  these  elements  are  modified  as  the  storm 
moves  across  Scandinavia  into  Bussia.  An  English  meteorologist, 
Mr.  Ley,  has  also  paid  attention  to  the  subject ;  and  in  his  recent 
work, '  The  Laws  of  the  Winds  in  Western  Europe,'  has  given  charts 
of  the  mean  paths  of  depressions  for  certain  months  of  the  year. 

Both  of  these  investigators  refer  the  direction  of  motion  to  the 
distribution  and  condensation  of  vapour  in  the  atmosphere;  and 
Mr.  Ley  maintains  that  the  depression  itself  is  generated  by  excessive 
rainfall,  and  that  its  advance  is  due  to  the  same  cause.  We  are 
hardly  prepared  to  admit  the  truth  of  this  statement,  in  its  entirety  ; 
the  area  covered  by  our  daily  weather  reports  is  too  small  for  us  to 
be  able  to  test  the  matter  thoroughly,  and  but  few  of  the  foreign 
stations  give  either  vapour  tension  or  rainfall.  Moreover,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  depressions  affords  an  argument  against  their  being  simply 
due  to  the  condensation  of  vapour ;  for  on  November  22, 1869,  baro- 
metrical readings  were  reduced  to  the  extent  of  nearly  an  inch,  from 
what  they  had  been  on  the  21st,  over  an  area  of  about  200,000 
square  miles.  To  take  a  recent  instance,  on  the  20th  of  January,  the 
deficit  of  atmospherical  pressure  amounted  to  about  ^^th  of  its  total 
amoimt  over  the  United  Kingdom,  the  readings  ranging  between  28  *  0 
and  28*5,  instead  of  between  29*5  and  30*0. 

We  know  that  the  direction  of  motion  is  ruled  very  much  by  the  posi- 
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tion  of  ihe  areas  of  high  pressure,  which  are  of  considerable  superficial 
extent,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  not  subject  to  much  motion  of  translation. 
The  depressions  appear  to  skirt  round  these  areas  of  high  pressure, 
and  not  to  advance  into  them.  There  is,  unfortunately,  not  time  for 
me  to  point  out  to  you  the  results  to  which  we  have  been  led  by  our 
study  of  the  mutual  relations  of  these  areas  of  high  and  low  pressure ; 
but  as  an  illustration  of  the  effects  of  an  area  of  high  pressure  on  our 
weather,  I  may  say  that  one  of  the  worst  signs  for  us  of  the  danger  of 
a  south-westerly  gale  is  to  find  the  barometer  over  the  south  of  France 
high  and  rising. 

The  simplest  idea  I  can  give  you  of  the  general  motion  of  these 
areas  of  depression  is,  that  they  follow  each  other  in  the  main  stream 
of  air,  which  sweeps  round  the  permanent  area  of  low  pressure  near 
Iceland,  much  in  the  same  way  as  eddies  in  a  running  st^am.  I  have 
prepared  two  photographs  wluch,  by  the  kindness  of  the  authorities 
here,  I  am  enabled  to  throw  on  ike  screen,  and  of  which  the  first,  for 
Feb.  16,  1872,  shows  the  co-existence  of  two  areas  of  high  and  two 
of  low  pressure,  while  the  second,  for  Jan.  24,  1872,  shows  two  dis- 
tinct storms,  the  centre  of  one  being  at  Scarborough,  and  of  the  other 
off  Valencia. 

Many  of  the  depressions  appear  to  be  modified  in  their  character 
by  the  contour  of  the  land.  We  have  more  than  once  had  an  instance 
of  a  storm  which  apparently  struck  the  land  about  Valencia,  travelled 
northwards  until  it  found  an  opening  in  the  coasir-line,  such  as 
Donegal  Bay,  and  then  crossed  to  the  Jrish.  Sea,  or  else  skirted  round 
Ireland  and  crossed  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland. 

In  some  cases  which  ^e  are  as  yet  quite  unable  to  anticipate,  the 
disturbance  changes  the  direction  of  its  motion  entirely,  and  returns 
for  a  time  on  its  former  path.  This  was  in  a  marked  way  the  case 
with  the  storm  of  April  21,  1872,  which  came  down  over  Ireland, 
between  Valencia  and  Armagh,  swept  round  along  the  north  coast  of 
France  up  to  Havre,  recoiled  and  passed  north  of  Portland  and 
Falmouth  to  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  eventually  travelled  out  to 
sea  across  Ireland,  nearly  in  the  direction  along  which  it  had  arrived. 

Such  a  storm  as  this  sets  us  quite  astray,  and  makes  our  warnings 
quite  wrong.  Another  circumstance  which  complicates  the  study  of 
storms  most  seriously,  is  that  the  depressions  increase  or  decrease  in 
their  intensity,  and  of  the  rate  of  this  change  we  are  quite  ignorant 

I  have  already  alluded  to  storms  which  are  mainly  due  to  a  rise 
of  pressure,  and  I  have  selected  one  of  these  in  February,  1871,  for 
an  illustration.  This  depression  advanced  from  the  westward,  but 
hardly  assumed  the  character  of  a  storm  until  the  morning  of  the 
10th  of  February,  when  its  centre  lay  over  the  north  of  England. 
Now,  between  the  9th  and  10th  the  barometer  over  the  North  Sea  had 
risen  briskly,  so  that  when  the  new  depression  came  it  found  the 
conditions  &vourable  to  high  gradients  and  south-east  gales  on  its 
eastern  side.  Its  appearance  was  quite  unexpected  by  us ;  for  even 
at  6  PJf.  on  the  9th  there  were  little  signs  of  it,  and,  moreover,  its 
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force  at  8  a.m.  on  the  lOth  was  modaraie  compared  with  its  fdzy  later 
on  in  the  day.  The  centre  finally  passed  over  London,  and  the  whole 
phenomenon  passed  on  to  the  Continent,  where  it  is  untraceable,  in 
conseqnence  of  the  absence  of  reports,  owing  to  the  war. 

Easterly  gales  are,  on  the  whole,  difficult  for  ns  to  foresee ;  they 
c(Mne  on  ns  with  little  warning ;  and  this  is  not  solely  attributable  to 
tiiie  deficiency  of  information  from  Eastern  Europe,  for  since  we  have 
receiyed  warnings  from  that  region,  we  have  hardly  had  an  instance 
of  a  warning  which  preceded  the  gal&  In  most  instances  the  easterly 
storm  was  on  the  north  side  of  a  depression  travelliug  eastwards,  and 
began  first  at  our  western  stations.  Such  was  the  storm  of  Sunday, 
Feb.  2,  which  set  in  as  an  east  gale  at  Pembroke,  and  subsequently 
extended  to  stations  lying  to  the  eastward.  Some  of  these  easterly 
storms  do  apparently  adyance  from  the  eastward,  and  to  this  class 
belongs  the  fearful  storm  of  Nov.  12-13,  in  the  Baltic.  The  ravages 
of  this  storm  were  mainly  caused  by  the  fact,  that  a  continuance 
of  westerly  winds  had  dammed  back  the  water  at  the  Skager  Back,  and 
then,  when  the  wind  chopped  round  to  east,  the  narrow  channels 
between  the  Danish  Islands  could  not  discharge  the  water  quickly 
enough.     The  unavoidable  result  was  an  inundation. 

What  are  now  the  signs  of  a  storm,  and  when  do  we  issue  warnings  ? 
We  are  perforce  driven  to  use  the  barometer  mainly,  as  it  is  an  instm- 
ment  more  closely  related  to  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind  than 
the  thermometer,  and  one  whose  daily  range  is  trifling ;  as  we  have 
seen  already,  if  we  trust  it  alone,  we  shiJl  hardly  ever  be  certain 
about  a  storm,  and  the  thermometer  will  not  help  us  much.  We  have, 
then,  other  signs,  such  as  shifts  in  the  direction  of  the  wind,  an  increase 
of  sea,  and  all  the  manifold  local  indications  in  the  atmosphere  given 
by  the  character  of  the  clouds  and  the  transparency,  &c.,  of  the  air, 
which  are  invaluable  as  collateral  information,  but  require  a  practised 
eye  to  discern  them. 

If  it  were  possible  to  place  our  office,  with  its  present  telegraphic 
facilities,  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  we  might  fbirly  hope  to  foretell 
five-sixths  of  the  storms  which  strike  us.  On  two  separate  occasions 
I  have  been  in  the  district  in  question,  and  knew  perfectly  well  from 
the  look  of  the  sky  that  a  storm  was  coming  some  hours  before  the 
barometer  began  to  fall,  and  consequently  long  before  the  office  here 
could  issue  warnings. 

Some  storms  do  not  give  even  as  much  warning  as  what  I  have 
indicated.  That  of  Feb.  10,  1871,  is  one  instance,  and  that  of  Nov. 
22,  1872,  when  the  '  Boyal  Adelaide '  was  lost  on  Chesil  Bank,  is  a 
recent  case.  On  that  day  at  noon  the  telegraphic  reports  showed  an 
apparent  improvement  in  the  weather  on  that  of  the  previous  day,  so 
that  I  lowered  the  drums  on  our  south  coast  At  night  the  gale  came, 
and  of  course  the  comments  on  the  office  were  not  favourable.  For- 
tunately for  our  own  peace  of  mind,  one  of  our  best  sea  observers, 
Capt  Thos.  Donkin,  of  the  '  Inverness,'  which  was  one  of  the  three 
ships  that  rode  out  the  Madras  cyclone  of  May  2,  1872,  was  out  in 
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ibat  gftle  and  was  blown  back  by  it,  bove-to,  from  the  Lizard  to  the 
Casqnets.  I  wrote  to  him  to  Portland  to  ask  him  whether  he  had 
anticipated  the  storm  from  the  look  of  the  sky,  and  his  answer  was : 

"  With  respect  to  the  weather  on  the  22nd  November,  I  may  say 
that  at  noon  I  was  standing  in  towards  the  land,  between  Falmouth 
and  Plymonth,  and  a  pilot  cntter  came  alongside,  and  if  I  had  had  the 
least  apprehension  of  such  a  gale  as  followed  being  near  at  hand,  I 
should  have  taken  a  pilot  and  gone  into  Plymonth.  The  appearanoe 
of  the  weather  at  the  time  was  fine,  though  the  glass  was  fftlling, 
though  not  low  at  the  time  for  S.W.  wind  and  unsettled  weather." 

This  will,  I  hope,  show  my  audience  that  we  cannot  foretell  all 
storms  by  means  of  telegraphy.  We  are  beginning  to  recognize  other 
signs  of  disturbance  in  the  atmosphere  generally  as  indications  of  a 
storm,  but  these  can  hardly  as  yet  be  considered  as  scientifically  exact. 
Among  these  we  may  mention  the  circumstance  which  Prol  Mohn 
has  noticed,  that  warning  of  south-westerly  gales  for  the  coast  of 
Norway  is  given  by  a  rise  of  temperature  at  Dovre  at  a  height  of 
2100  feet  above  the  sea.  In  these  islands  we  have  little  prospect 
of  availing  ourselves  of  this  source  of  information,  as  our  telegraphio 
stations  are  all  at  low  levels. 

Another  principle,  which  was  folly  explained  in  my  former  lecture, 
is  that  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Meldrnm,  that  storms  are  generated  between 
two  currents  of  air  flowing  in  opposite  directions,  tiie  easterly  winds 
being  on  the  polar  side  of  the  westerly.  Two  instances  of  this  are 
shown  on  the  diagrams,  but  from  them — especially  in  July,  1867 — ' 
it  does  not  appear  that  ike  East  wind  was  thoroughly  established  as  a 
current,  and  it  seems  more  probable  that  the  light  E.  airs  were  only 
due  to  an  indraught  towards  the  area  of  depression,  just  as,  before 
many  of  our  gales,  we  see  the  wind  on  the  west  coast  of  France 
drawing  into  S.E.,  while  the  direction  at  Valencia  is  S.W. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  degree  to  which 
we  are  practically  able  to  foretell  storms,  and  of  the  results  of  our 
storm-warning  messi^s.  It  may  seem  a  comparatively  simple  matter 
to  say  whether  or  not  a  warning  was  issued  in  time  or  not ;  but  it  is 
really  not  so  easy  a  matter,  as  storms  are  exceedingly  local,  so  that 
two  observers  situated  close  to  each  other  may  differ  seriously  as  to 
whether  there  has  been  a  gale  or  not.  We  have  endeavoured,  by  tha 
best  means  in  our  power,  to  keep  a  check  on  the  correctness  of  our 
warnings  for  the  last  three  years;  that  is,  on  whether  or  not  we 
have  been  able  to  give  intelligence  of  the  gales  in  time  to  be  of 
practical  service  to  seamen.  The  result  has  been  for  the  years 
1870-71,  that  46  per  cent,  of  our  warnings  have  been  followed  by 
gales,  and  about  20  per  cent,  in  addition  have  been  justified  by  the 
occurrence  of  strong  winds  after  they  were  hoisted,  idiowing  a  total 
percentage  of  successful  warnings  of  nearly  70  per  cent.  For  the 
first  six  months  of  1872  the  percentage  of  gales  for  which  warnings 
were  issued  in  tim&  has  risen  above  60,  and  the  total  percentage  of 
successes  to  nearly  80,  owing  to  the  two  independent  circumstances 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44  Professor  Clerk  Maawdl  [Feb.  21, 

that  the  postal  telegraphic  arrangements  have  gradually  become  mora 
perfect,  and  that  the  exchange  of  information  with  the  Continent  has 
become  more  regnlar  since  peace  has  been  re-established. 

[ILH.S.J 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  February  21, 1873. 

Sib  Henby  Holland,  Bart,  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.B.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbofebsob  J.  Clebk  Maxwell,  M.A.  F.RS. 

On  Action  at  a  Distance, 

I  HATE  no  new  discovery  to  bring  before  yon  this  eyening.  I  most 
ask  yon  to  go  over  very  old  ground,  and  to  turn  your  .attention  to  a 
question  which  has  been  raised  again  and  again  oyer  since  men  began 
to  think. 

The  question  is  that  of  the  transmission  of  force.  We  see  that 
two  bodies  at  a  distance  from  each  other  exert  a  mutual  influence  on 
each  other's  motion.  Does  this  mutual  action  depend  on  the  existence 
of  some  third  thing,  some  medium  of  communication,  occupying  the 
space  between  the  bodies,  or  do  the  bodies  act  on  each  other  imme- 
diately, without  the  intervention  of  anything  else  ? 

The  mode  in  which  Faraday  was  accustomed  to  look  at  phenomena 
of  this  kind  differs  from  that  adopted  by  many  other  modem  inquirers, 
and  my  special  aim  will  be  to  enable  you  to  place  yourselves  at  Fara- 
day's point  of  view,  and  to  point  out  the  scientific  value  of  that  con- 
ception of  lines  of  force  which,  in  his  hands,  became  the  key  to  the 
science  of  electricity. 

When  we  observe  one  body  acting  on  another  at  a  distance,  before 
we  assume  that  this  action  is  direct  and  immediate,  we  generally 
inquire  whether  there  is  any  material  connection  between  the  two 
bodies ;  and  if  we  find  strings,  or  rods,  or  mechanism  of  any  kind, 
capable  of  accounting  for  the  observed  action  between  the  bodies,  we 
prefer  to  explain  the  action  b^  means  of  these  intermediate  connections, 
rather  than  to  admit  the  notion  of  direct  action  at  a  distance. 

Thus,  when  we  ring  a  bell  by  means  of  a  wire,  the  successive  parts 
of  the  wire  are  first  tightened  and  then  moved,  till  at  last  the  bell  is 
rung  at  a  distance  by  a  process  in  which  aU  the  intermediate  partides 
of  the  wire  have  taken  part  one  after  the  other.  We  may  ring  a  bell 
at  a  distance  in  other  ways,  as  by  forcing  air  into  a  long  tube,  at  the 
other  end  of  which  is  a  cylinder  with  a  piston  which  is  made  to  fly 
out  and  strike  the  bell.  We  may  also  use  a  wire ;  but  instead  of 
pulling  it,  we  may  connect  it  at  one  end  with  a  voltaic  battery,  and 
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at  the  other  with  an  electro-magnet,  and  thus  ring  the  bell  bj  elec- 
tricity. 

Here  are  three  different  ways  of  ringing  a  bell.  They  all  agree,  how- 
ever, in  the  circnmstance  that  between  the  ringer  and  the  bell  there  is 
an  nnbroken  line  of  conimnnication,  and  that  at  every  point  of  this  line 
some  physical  process  goes  on  by  which  the  action  is  transmitted 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  process  of  transmission  is  not  instan- 
taneous, but  gradnal ;  so  that  there  is  an  interval  of  time  after  the 
impulse  has  been  given  to  one  extremity  of  the  line  of  communi- 
cation, during  which  the  impulse  is  on  its  way,  but  has  not  reached 
the  other  end. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  in  many  cases  the  action  between  bodies 
at  a  distance  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  series  of  actions  between  each 
successive  pair  of  a  series  of  bodies  which  occupy  the  intermediate 
space ;  and  it  is  asked,  by  the  advocates  of  mediate  action,  whether,  in 
those  cases  in  which  we  cannot  perceive  the  intermediate  agency,  it  is 
not  more  philosophical  to  admit  the  existence  of  a  medium  which  we 
cannot  at  present  perceive,  than  to  assert  that  a  body  can  act  at  a  place 
where  it  is  not. 

To  a  person  ignorant  of  the  properties  of  air,  the  transmission  of 
force  by  means  of  that  invisible  medium  would  appear  as  unaccount- 
able as  any  other  example  of  action  at  a  distance,  and  yet  in  this  case 
we  can  explain  the  whole  process,  and  determine  the  rate  at  which  the 
action  is  passed  on  from  one  portion  to  another  of  the  medium. 

Why  then  should  we  not  admit  that  the  familiar  mode  of  commu- 
nicating motion  by  pushing  and  pulling  with  our  hands  is  the  type 
and  exemplification  of  all  action  between  bodies,  even  in  cases  in  which 
we  can  observe  nothing  between  the  bodies  which  appears  to  take  part 
in  the  action  ? 

Here  for  instance  is  a  kind  of  attraction  with  which  Professor  Quthrie 
has  made  us  familiar.  A  disk  is  set  in  vibration,  and  is  then  brought 
near  a  light  suspended  body,  which  immediately  begins  to  move 
towards  the  disk,  as  if  drawn  towards  it  by  an  invisible  cord.  What 
is  this  cord  ?  Sir  W.  Thomson  has  pointed  out  that  in  a  moving  fluid 
the  pressure  is  least  where  the  velocity  is  greatest.  The  velocity  of 
the  vibratory  motion  of  the  air  is  greatest  nearest  the  disk.  Hence  the 
pressure  of  the  air  on  the  suspended  body  is  less  on  the  side  nearest 
the  disk  than  on  the  opposite  side,  the  body  yields  to  the  greater 
pressure,  and  moves  towiurd  the  disk. 

The  disk,  therefore,  does  not  act  where  it  is  not.  It  sets  the  air 
next  it  in  motion  by  pushing  it,  this  motion  is  communicated  to  more 
and  more  distant  portions  of  the  air  in  turn,  and  thus  the  pressures  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  suspended  body  are  rendered  unequal,  and  it 
moves  towards  the  disk  in  consequence  of  the  excess  of  pressure.  The 
force  is  therefore  a  force  of  the  old  school — a  case  of  vis  a  tergo — a 
shove  from  behind. 

The  advocates  of  the  doctrine  of  action  at  a  distance,  however, 
have  not  been  put  to  silence  by  such  arguments.     What  right,  say 
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they,  baye  we  to  assert  that  a  body  cannot  act  wheie  it  is  not  ?  Do 
we  not  see  an  instance  of  action  at  a  distance  in  the  case  of  a  magnet, 
which  acts  on  another  magnet  not  only  at  a  distance,  bat  with  the 
most  complete  indifference  to  the  natnre  of  the  matter  which  occupies 
the  intervening  space  ?  If  the  action  depends  on  something  occupying 
the  space  between  the  two  magnets,  it  cannot  surely  be  a  matter  of 
indifference  whether  this  space  is  filled  with  air  or  not,  or  whether 
wood,  glass,  or  copper,  be  placed  between  the  magnets. 

Besides  this,  Newton's  law  of  gravitation,  which  every  astronomical 
observation  only  tends  to  establish  more  finnly,  asserts  not  only  that 
the  heavenly  bodies  act  on  one  another  across  immense  intervals  of 
space,  but  that  two  portions  of  matter,  the  one  buried  a  thousand  miles 
deep  in  the  interior  of  the  earth,  and  the  other  a  hundred  thousand 
miles  deep  in  the  body  of  the  sun,  act  on  one  another  with  precisely 
the  same  force  as  if  the  strata  beneath  which  each  is  buried  had  been 
non-existent.  If  any  medium  takes  part  in  transmitting  this  action, 
it  must  surely  make  some  difference  whether  the  space  between  the 
bodies  contains  nothing  but  this  medium,  or  whether  it  is  occupied  by 
the  dense  matter  of  the  earth  or  of  the  sun. 

But  the  advocates  of  direct  action  at  a  distance  are  not  content 
with  instances  of  this  kind,  in  which  the  phenomena,  even  at  first 
sight,  appear  to  &vour  their  doctrine.  They  push  their  operations 
into  the  enemy's  camp,  and  maintain  that  even  when  the  action  is 
apparently  the  pressure  of  contiguous  portions  of  matter,  the  con- 
tiguity is  only  apparent — that  a  space  always  intervenes  between  the 
bodies  which  act  on  each  other.  They  assert,  in  short,  that  so  far  &om 
action  at  a  distance  being  impossible,  it  is  the  only  kind  of  action  which 
ever  occurs,  and  that  the  favourite  old  vis  a  tergo  of  the  schools  has  no 
existence  in  nature,  and  exists  only  in  the  imagination  of  schoolmen. 

The  best  way  to  prove  that  when  one  body  pushes  another  it  does 
not  touch  it,  is  to  measure  the  distance  between  them.  Here  are  two 
glass  lenses,  one  of  which  is  pressed  against  the  other  by  means  of  a 
weight.  By  means  of  the  electric  light  we  may  obtain  on  the  screen 
an  image  of  the  place  where  the  one  lens  presses  against  the  other.  A 
series  of  coloured  rings  is  formed  on  the  screen.  These  rings  were 
first  observed  and  first  explained  by  Newton.  The  particular  colour 
of  any  ring  depends  on  the  distance  between  the  surfaces  of  the  pieces 
of  glass.  Newton  formed  a  table  of  the  colours  corresponding  to 
different  distances,  so  that  by  comparing  the  colour  of  any  ring  with 
Newton's  table,  we  may  ascertain  the  distance  between  the  surfaces 
at  that  ring.  The  colours  are  arranged  in  rings  because  the  surfiioes 
are  spherical,  and  therefore  the  interval  between  the  surfaces  depends 
on  the  distance  from  the  line  joining  the  centres  of  the  spheres.  The 
central  spot  of  the  rings  indicates  the  place  where  the  lenses  are 
nearest  together,  and  eadi  successive  ring  corresponds  to  an  increase 
of  about  the  4000th  part  of  a  millimetre  in  the  distance  of  the 
sur&ces. 

The  lenses  are  now  pressed  together  with  a  force  equal  to  the 
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weight  of  an  onnoe ;  bnt  there  is  still  a  measurable  interval  between 
them,  even  at  the  place  where  they  are  nearest  together.  They  are 
not  in  optical  contact.  To  prove  this,  I  apply  a  greater  weight.  A 
new  colour  appears  at  the  central  spot,  and  the  diameters  of  all  the 
rings  increase.  This  shows  that  the  surfaces  are  now  nearer  than  at 
first,  bnt  they  are  not  yet  in  optical  contact,  for  if  they  were,  the 
central  spot  would  be  black.  I  therefore  increase  the  weights,  so  as 
to  press  the  lenses  into  optical  contact. 

But  what  we  call  optical  contact  is  not  real  contact  Optical 
contact  indicates  only  that  the  distance  between  the  surfaces  is  much 
less  than  a  wave-length  of  light.  To  show  that  the  surfaces  are  not 
in  real  contact,  I  remove  the  weights.  The  rings  contract,  and  several 
of  them  vanish  at  the  centre.  Now  it  is  possible  to  bring  two  pieces 
of  glass  so  close  together,  that  they  will  not  tend  to  separate  at  all, 
but  adhere  together  so  firmly,  that  when  torn  asunder  the  glass  will 
break,  not  at  the  surface  of  contact,  but  at  some  other  place.  The 
glasses  must  then  be  many  degrees  nearer  than  when  in  mere  optical 
contact. 

Thus  we  have  shown  that  bodies  begin  to  press  against  each  other 
whilst  still  at  a  measurable  distance,  and  that  even  when  pressed 
together  with  great  force  they  are  not  in  absolute  contact,  but  may  be 
brought  nearer  still,  and  that  by  many  degrees. 

Why,  then,  say  the  advocates  of  direct  action,  should  we  continue 
to  maintain  the  doctrine,  founded  only  on  the  rough  experience  of  a  pre-  • 
scientific  age,  that  matter  cannot  act  where  it  is  not,  instead  of  admit- 
ting that  all  the  facts  from  which  our  ancestors  concluded  that  contact 
is  essential  to  action  were  in  reality  cases  of  action  at  a  distance,  the 
distance  being  too  small  to  be  measured  by  their  imperfect  means  of 
observation? 

If  we  are  ever  to  discover  the  laws  of  nature,  we  must  do  so  by 
obtaining  the  most  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  facts  of  nature,  and 
not  by  dressing  up  in  philosophical  language  the  loose  opinions  of 
men  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the  facts  which  throw  most  light  on 
these  laws.  And  as  for  those  who  introduce  setherial,  or  other  media, 
to  account  for  these  actions,  without  any  direct  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  such  media,  or  any  clear  understanding  of  how  the  media  do  their 
work,  and  who  fill  all  space  three  and  four  times  over  with  sdthers  of 
different  sarts,  why  the  less  these  men  talk  about  their  philosophical 
scruples  about  admitting  action  at  a  distance  the  better. 

n  the  progress  of  science  were  regulated  by  Newton's  first  law  of 
motion,  it  woiSd  be  easy  to  cultivate  opinions  in  advance  of  the  age. 
We  should  only  have  to  compare  the  science  of  to-day  with  that  of 
fifty  years  ago ;  and  by  producing,  in  the  geometrical  sense,  the  line  of 
progress,  we  should  obtain  the  science  of  fifty  years  hence. 

The  progress  of  science  in  Newton's  time  consisted  in  getting  rid 
of  the  celestial  machinery  with  which  generations  of  astronomers  had 
encumbered  the  heavens,  and  thus  '*  sweeping  cobwebs  off  the  sky." 
Though  the  planets  had  already  got  rid  of  their  crystal  spheres. 
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tbey  were  still  swimming  in  the  vortioes  of  Descartes.  Magnets  were 
Borrounded  by  effluvia,  and  electrified  bodies  by  atmospheres,  the  pro-* 
perties  of  which  resembled  in  no  respect  those  of  ordinary  effluvia 
and  atmospheres. 

When  Newton  demonstrated  that  the  force  which  acts  on  each  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  depends  on  its  relative  position  with  respect  to 
the  other  bodies,  the  new  theory  met  with  violent  opposition  firom  the 
advanced  philosophers  of  the  day,  who  described  the  doctrine  of  gravi- 
tation as  a  return  to  the  exploded  method  of  explaining  everything  by 
occult  causes,  attractive  virtues,  and  the  like. 

Newton  himself,  with  that  wise  moderation  which  is  characteristio 
of  all  his  speculations,  answered  that  he  made  no  pretence  of  explain- 
ing the  mechanism  by  which  the  heavenly  bodies  act  on  each  other. 
To  determine  the  mode  in  which  their  mutual  action  depends  on  their 
relative  position  was  a  great  step  in  science,  and  this  step  Newton 
asserted  that  he  had  made.  To  explain  the  process  by  which  this 
action  is  effected  was  a  quite  distinct  step,  and  this  step  Newton,  in 
his  '  Principia,'  does  not  attempt  to  make. 

But  so  far  was  Newton  from  asserting  that  bodies  really  do  act  on 
one  another  at  a  distance,  independently  of  anything  between  them, 
that  in  a  letter  to  Bentley,  which  has  been  quoted  by  Faraday  in  this 
place,  he  says : — 

'*  It  is  inconceivable  that  inanimate  brute  matter  should,  without 
the  mediation  of  something  else,  which  is  not  material,  operate  upon 
and  affect  other  matter  wilhout  mutual  contact,  as  it  must  do  if  gravi- 
tation, in  the  sense  of  Epicurus,  be  essential  and  inherent  in  it.  .  .  • 
That  gravity  should  be  innate,  inherent,  and  essential  to  matter,  so 
that  one  body  can  act  upon  another  at  a  distance,  through  a  vacuum, 
without  the  mediation  of  anything  else,  by  and  through  which  their 
action  and  force  may  be  conveyed  from  one  to  another,  is  to  me  so 
great  an  absurdity,  that  I  believe  no  man  who  has  in  x)hilo8ophical 
matters  a  competent  faculty  of  thinking  can  ever  fall  into  it." 

Accordingly,  we  find  in  his  '  Optical  Queries,'  and  in  his  letters 
to  Boyle,  that  Newton  had  very  early  made  the  attempt  to  account  for 
gravitation  by  means  of  the  pressure  of  a  medium,  and  that  the  reason 
he  did  not  publish  these  investigations  "  proceeded  from  henoe  only, 
that  he  found  he  was  not  able,  from  experiment  and  observation,  to 
give  a  satisfactory  account  of  this  medium,  and  the  manner  of  its 
operation  in  producing  the  chief  phenomena  of  nature."* 

The  doctrine  of  direct  action  at  a  distance  cannot  claim  for  its 
author  the  discoverer  of  universal  gravitation.  It  was  first  asserted 
by  Boger  Cotes,  in  his  preface  to  the  '  Principia,'  which  he  edited 
during  Newton's  life.  According  to  Cotes,  it  is  by  experience  that  we 
learn  that  all  bodies  gravitate.  We  do  not  learn  in  any  other  way 
that  they  are  extended,  movable,  or  solid.  Gravitation,  therefore, 
has  as  much  right  to  be  considered  an  essential  property  of  matter  as 
extension,  mobility,  or  impenetrability. 

*  Haclaurin's  Aooount  of  Newton's  Diflcoveries. 
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And  when  the  Newtonian  philosophy  gained  gronnd  in  Europe, 
it  was  the  opinion  of  Cotes  rather  than  that  of  Newton  that  became 
most  prevalent,  till  at  last  Bosooyich  propounded  his  theory,  that 
matter  is  a  congeries  of  mathematical  points,  each  endowed  with  the 
power  of  attracting  or  repelling  the  others  according  to  fixed  laws. 
In  his  world,  matter  is  nnextended,  and  contact  is  impossible.  He  did 
not  forget,  however,  to  endow  his  mathematical  points  with  inertia. 
In  this  some  of  the  modem  representatives  of  his  school  have  thought 
that  he  ''had  not  quite  got  so  for  as  the  strict  modem  view  of 
*  matter'  as  being  but  an  expression  for  modes  or  manifestations  of 
•force.'"* 

But  if  we  leave  out  of  account  for  the  present  the  development  of 
the  ideas  of  scieuce,  and  confine  our  attention  to  the  extension  of  its 
boundaries,  we  shall  see  that  it  was  most  essential  that  Newton's 
method  should  be  extended  to  every  branch  of  science  to  which  it  was 
applicable — that  we  should  investigate  the  forces  with  which  bodies 
act  on  each  other  in  the  first  place,  before  attempting  to  explain  how 
that  force  is  transmitted.  No  men  could  be  better  fitted  to  apply 
themselves  exclusively  to  the  first  part  of  the  problem,  than  those  who 
considered  the  second  part  quite  unnecessary. 

Accordingly  Cavendish,  Coulomb,  and  Poissos,  the  founders  of  the 
exact  sciences  of  electricity  and  magnetism,  paid  no  regard  to  those 
old  notions  of  "  magnetic  effluvia  "  and  "  electric  atmospheres,"  which 
had  been  put  forth  in  the  previous  century,  but  turned  iSieiv  undivided 
attention  to  the  determination  of  the  law  of  force,  according  to  which 
electrified  and  magnetized  bodies  attract  or  repel  each  other.  In  this 
way  the  true  laws  of  these  actions  were  discovered,  and  this  was  done 
by  men  who  never  doubted  that  the  action  took  place  at  a  distance, 
without  the  intervention  of  any  medium,  and  who  would  have  regarded 
the  discovery  of  such  a  medium  as  complicating  rather  thah  as 
explaining  the  undoubted  phenomena  of  attraction. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  discovery  by  Orsted  of  the 
connection  between  electricity  and  magnetism.  Orsted  found  that  an 
electric  current  acts  on  a  magnetic  pole,  but  that  it  neither  attracts 
it  nor  repels  it,  but  causes  it  to  move  round  the  current.  He  ex- 
pressed this  by  saying  that  "  the  electric  oonfiict  acts  in  a  revolving 
manner." 

The  most  obvious  deduction  from  this  new  fact  was  that  the 
action  of  the  current  on  the  magnet  is  not  a  push-and-pull  force,  but 
a  rotatory  force,  and  accordingly  many  minds  were  set  a-speculating 
on  vortices  and  streams  of  SBther  whirling  round  the  current. 

But  Ampere,  by  a  combination  of  mathematical  skill  with  experi- 
mental ingenuily,  first  proved  that  two  electric  currents  act  on  one 
another,  and  then  analysed  this  action  into  the  resultant  of  a  system 
of  push-and-pull  forces  between  the  elementary  parts  of  these 
currents. 

♦  Review  of  Mra.  Someryille,  *  Saturday  Review,'  Feb.  13, 1869. 
Vol.  VII.    (No.  68.)  n 
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The  formula  of  Ampere,  howeyor,  is  of  extreme  complexity,  as 
compared  with  Newton's  law  of  grayitation,  and  many  attempts  hnye 
been  made  to  resolve  it  into  something  of  greater  apparent  simplicity. 

I  have  no  wish  to  lead  you  into  a  discussion  of  any  of  these 
attempts  to  improve  a  mathematical  formula.  Let  us  turn  to  the 
independent  method  of  investigation  employed  by  Faraday  in  those 
researches  in  electricity  and  magnetism  which  have  made  this  Institu- 
tion one  of  the  most  venerable  shrines  of  science. 

No  man  ever  more  conscientiously  and  systematically  laboured  to 
improve  all  his  powers  of  mind  than  did  Faraday  from  the  very 
beginning  of  his  scientific  career.  But  whereas  the  general  course  of 
scientific  method  then  consisted  in  the  application  of  the  ideas  of 
mathematics  and  astronomy  to  each  new  investigation  in  turn,  Faraday 
seems  to  have  had  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  technical  Imowledge 
of  mathematics^  and  his  knowledge  of  astronomy  was  mainly  derived 
from  books. 

Hencej  thou^  he  had  a  profound  respect  for  the  great  discovery 
of  Newton,  he  regarded  the  attraction  of  gravitation  as  a  sort  of 
sacred  mystery,  which,  as  he  was  not  an  'astronomer,  he  had  no  rigbt 
to  gainsay  or  to  doubt,  his  duty  being  to  believe  it  in  the  exact  form 
in  which  it  was  delivered  to  him.  Such  a  dead  faith  was  not  likely  to 
lead  him  to  explain  new  phenomena  by  means  of  direct  attractions. 

Besides  this,  the  treatises  of  Poisson  and  Amp^  are  of  so  tochni- 
cal  a  form,  that  to  derive  any  assistance  from  them  the  student  must 
have  been  thoroughly  trained  in  mathematics,  and  it  is  very  doubtful 
if  sudi  a  training  can  be  begun  with  advantage  in  mature  years. 

Thus  Faraday,  with  his  penetrating  intellect,  his  devotion  to 
science,  and  his  opportunities  for  experiments,  was  debarred  from 
following  the  course  of  thought  which  had  led  to  the  achievements  of 
the  French  philosophers,  and  was  obliged  to  explain  the  phenomena  to 
himself  by  means  of  a  symbolism  which  he  could  understand,  instead 
of  adopting  what  had  hitherto  been  the  only  tongue  of  the  learned. 

Tlus  new  symbolism  consisted  of  those  lines  of  force  extending 
themselves  in  every  direction  from  electrified  and  magnetic  bodies, 
which  Faraday  in  lus  mind's  eye  saw  as  distinctly  as  the  solid  bodies 
from  which  they  emanated. 

The  idea  of  lines  of  force  and  their  exhibition  by  means  of  iron 
filings  was  nothing  new.  They  had  been  observed  repeatedly,  and 
investigated  mathematically  as  an  interestrug  curiosity  of  science. 
But  let  us  hear  Faraday  hunself,  as  he  introduces  to  his  reader  the 
method  which  in  his  hands  became  so  powerful.* 

"  It  would  be  a  voluntary  and  unnecessary  abandonment  of  most 
valuable  aid  if  an  experimentalist,  who  chooses  to  consider  magnetic 
power  as  represented  by  lines  of  magnetic  force,  were  to  deny  himself 
the  use  of  iron  filings.  By  their  employment  he  may  make  many 
conditions  of  the  power,  even  in  complicated  cases,  visible  to  the  eye 

*  Exp.  Res.  8284. 
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at  once,  may  trace  the  yaiying  direction  of  the  lines  of  force  and 
determine  the  relative  poLixity,  may  obBcrre  in  which  direction  the 
power  Ib  increasing  or  diminishing,  and  in  complex  systems  may 
determine  the  neutral  points,  or  places  where  there  is  neither  polarity 
nor  power,  even  when  they  occur  in  the  midst  of  powerful  magnets. 
By  Uieir  use  prohable  results  may  be  seen  at  once,  and  many  a  valu- 
able suggestion  gained  for  future  leading  experiments." 

Experiment  on  Lines  of  Force, 

In  this  experiment  each  filing  becomes  a  little  magnet.  The  poles 
of  opposite  names  belonging  to  different  filings  attract  each  other  and 
stick  together,  and  more  filings  attach  themselves  to  the  exposed 
poles,  that  is,  to  the  ends  of  the  row  of  filings.  In  this  way  the 
filings,  instead  of  forming  a  confused  system  of  dots  over  the  paper, 
draw  together,  filing  to  filing,  till  long  fibres  of  filings  are  formed, 
which  indicate  by  tiieir  direction  the  lines  of  force  in  every  part  of 
the  field. 

Tke  mathematicians  saw  in  this  experiment  nothing  but  a  method 
of  exhibiting  at  one  view  the  direction  in  different  places  of  the 
resultant  of  two  forces,  one  directed  to  each  pole  of  Uie  magnet;  a 
somewhat  complicated  result  of  the  simple  law  of  force. 

But  Faraday,  by  a  series  of  steps  as  remarkable  for  their  geo- 
metrical definiteness  as  for  their  speculative  ingenuity,  imparted  to 
his  conception  of  these  lines  of  force  a  clearness  and  precision  far  in 
advance  of  that  with  which  the  mathematicians  could  then  invest  their 
own  fprmnlffi. 

In  the  first  place,  Faraday's  lines  of  force  are  not  to  be  considered 
merely  as  individuals,  but  as  forming  a  system,  drawn  in  space  in  a 
definite  manner,  so  that  the  number  of  the  lines  which  pass  through 
an  area,  say  of  one  square  inch,  indicates  the  intensity  of  the  force 
acting  tiirough  the  area.  Thus  the  lines  of  force  become  definite  in 
number.  The  strength  of  a  magnetic  pole  is  measured  by  the  number 
of  lines  which  proceed  from  it ;  the  electro-tonic  state  of  a  circuit  is 
measured  by  the  number  of  lines  which  pass  through  it. 

In  the  second  place,  each  individual  line  has  a  continuous  exist- 
ence in  space  and  time.  When  a  piece  of  steel  becomes  a  magnet 
or  when  an  electric  current  begins  to  fiow,  the  lines  of  force  do  not 
start  into  existence  each  in  its  own  place,  but  as  the  strength  increases 
new  lines  are  developed  within  the  magnet  or  current,  and  gradually 
grow  outwards,  so  that  the  whole  ^tem  expands  firom  within,  like 
Newton's  rings  in  our  former  experiment.  Thus  every  line  of  force 
preserves  its  identity  during  the  whole  course  of  its  existence,  though 
its  shape  and  size  may  be  altered  to  any  extent. 

I  have  no  time  to  describe  the  methods  by  which  every  question 
relating  to  the  forces  acting  on  magnets  or  on  currents,  or  to  the 
induction  of  currents  in  conducting  circuits,  may  be  solved  by  the 
consideration  of  Faraday's  lines  of  force.    In  wis  place  they  can 
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never  be  forgotten.  By  means  of  thie  new  symbolisin,  Faraday 
defined  with  mathematical  precision  the  whole  theory  of  electro* 
magnetism,  in  language  free  from  mathematical  techmcalitiesy  and 
applicable  to  the  most  complicated  as  well  as  the  simplest  cases.  Bat 
Faraday  did  not  stop  here.  He  went  on  from  the  conception  of 
geometrical  lines  of  force  to  that  of  physical  lines  of  force.  He 
observed  that  the  motion  which  the  magnetic  or  electric  force  tends 
to  produce  is  inyariably  such  as  to  shorten  the  lines  of  force  and  to 
allow  them  to  spread  out  laterally  from  each  other.  He  thus  per- 
ceived in  the  medium  a  state  of  stress,  consisting  of  a  tension,  like 
that  of  a  rope,  in  the  direction  of  the  lines  of  force,  combined  with  a 
pressure  in  all  directions  at  right  angles  to  them. 

This  is  quite  a  new  conception  of  action  at  a  distance,  reducing  it 
to  a  phenomenon  of  the  same  kind  as  that  action  at  a  distance  which  is 
exerted  by  means  of  the  tension  of  ropes  and  the  pressure  of  rods. 
When  the  muscles  of  our  bodies  are  excited  by  that  stimulus  which  we 
are  able  in  some  unknown  way  to  apply  to  them,  the  fibres  tend  to 
shorten  themselves  and  at  the  same  time  to  expand  laterally.  A  state 
of  stress  is  produced  in  the  muscle,  and  the  limb  moves.  This  ex- 
planation of  muscular  action  is  by  no  means  complete.  It  gives  no 
account  of  the  cause  of  the  excitement  of  the  state  of  stress,  nor  does 
it  even  investigate  those  forces  of  cohesion  which  enable  the  .muscles 
to  support  this  stress.  Nevertheless,  the  simple  fact,  that  it  substitutes 
a  kind  of  action  which  extends  continuously  fdong  a  material  substance 
for  one  of  which  we  know  only  a  cause  and  an  effect  at  a  distance  from 
each  other,  induces  us  to  accept  it  as  a  real  addition  to  our  knowledge 
of  animal  mechanics. 

For  similar  reasons  we  may  regard  Faraday's  conception  of  a  state 
of  stress  in  the  electro-magnetic  field  as  a  method  of  explaining  action 
at  a  distance  by  means  of  the  continuoiis  transmission  of  force,  even 
though  we  do  not  know  how  the  state  of  stress  is  produced. 

But  one  of  Faraday's  most  pregnant  discoveries,  that  of  the  mag- 
netic rotation  of  polarized  light,  enables  us  to  proceed  a  step  farther. 
The  phenomenon,  when  analysed  into  its  simplest  elements,  may  be 
described  thus : — Of  two  circularly  polarized  rays  of  light,  precisely 
similar  in  configuration,  but  rotating  in  opposite  directions,  that  ray 
is  propagated  with  the  greater  velocity  which  rotates  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  electricity  of  the  magnetizing  current. 

It  follows  from  this,  as  Sir  W.  Thomson  has  shown  by  strict  dyna- 
mical reasoning,  that  the  medium  when  tmder  the  action  of  magnetic 
force  must  be  in  a  state  of  rotation — that  is  to  say,  that  small  portions 
of  the  medium,  which  we  may  call  molecular  vortices,  are  rotating,  each 
on  its  own  axis,  the  direction  of  this  axis  being  that  of  the  magnetic 
force. 

Here,  then,  we  have  an  explanation  of  the  tendency  of  the  lines  of 
magnetic  force  to  spread  out  laterally  and  to  shorten  themselves.  It 
arises  from  the  centrifugal  force  of  the  molecular  vortices. 

The  mode  in  which  electromotive  force  acts  in  starting  and  stop- 
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ping  the  Yortioes  is  moie  abstraae,  thoagh  it  is  of  course  consistent 
with  dynamical  principles. 

We  hare  thus  found  that  there  are  several  diiferent  kinds  of  work 
to  be  done  by  the  electro-magnetic  medium  if  it  exists.  We  have  also 
seen  that  magnetism  has  an  intimate  relation  to  light,  and  we  know 
that  there  is  a  theory  of  light  which  supposes  it  to  consist  of  the  vibra- 
tions of  a  medium.  How  is  this  lummiferous  medium  related  to  our 
electro-magnetic  medium  ? 

It  fortunately  happens  that  electro-magnetic  measurements  have 
been  made  from  which  we  can  calculate  by  dynamical  principles  the 
velocity  of  propagation  of  small  magnetic  disturbances  in  the  supposed 
electro-magnetic  medium. 

This  velocity  is  very  great,  from  288  to  314  millions  of  metres 
per  second,  according  to  different  experiments.  Now  the  velocity 
of  light,  according  to  Foucault's  experiments,  is  298  millions  of  metres 
per  second.  In  £EU3t,  the  different  determinations  of  either  velocity 
differ  from  each  other  more  than  the  estimated  velocity  of  light  does 
from  the  estimated  velocity  of  propagation  of  small  electro-magnetic 
disturbance.  But  if  the  luminiferous  and  the  electro-magnetic  media 
occupy  the  same  place,  and  transmit  disturbances  with  the  same 
velocity,  what  reason  have  we  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other  ? 
By  considering  them  as  the  same,  we  avoid  at  least  the  reproach  of 
filling  space  twice  over  with  different  kinds  of  sether. 

Besides  this,  the  only  kind  of  electro-magnetic  disturbances 
which  can  be  propagated  ^ough  a  non-conducting  medium  is  a  dis- 
turbance transverse  to  the  direction  of  propagation,  agreeing  in  this 
respect  with  what  we  know  of  that  disturbismce  which  we  cdl  light. 
Hence,  for  all  we  know,  light  also  may  be  an  electro-magnetic  dis- 
turbance in  a  non-conducting  medium.  If  we  admit  this,  the  electro- 
magnetic theory  of  light  will  agree  in  every  respect  with  the  undu- 
latory  theory,  and  the  work  of  Thomas  Young  and  Fresnel  will  be 
established  on  a  firmer  basis  than  ever,  when  joined  with  that  of 
Cavendish  and  Coulomb  by  the  keystone  of  the  combined  sciences  of 
light  and  electricity — Faraday's  great  discovery  of  the  electro-mag- 
netic rotation  of  light. 

The  vast  interplanetary  and  interstellar  regions  will  no  longer  be 
regarded  as  waste  places  in  the  universe,  which  the  Creator  has  not 
seen  fit  to  fill  with  the  symbols  of  the  manifold  order  of  His  kingdom. 
We  shall  find  them  to  be  already  fall  of  this  wonderful  medium ;  so 
full,  that  no  human  power  can  remove  it  from  the  smallest  portion  of 
space,  or  produce  the  slightest  flaw  in  its  infinite  continuity.  It 
extends  unbroken  from  star  to  star ;  and  when  a  molecule  of  hy&ogen 
vibrates  in  the  dogstar,  the  medium  receives  the  impulses  of  these 
vibrations ;  and  after  carrying  them  in  its  immense  bosom  for  three 
years,  delivers  them  in  due  course,  regular  order,  and  full  tale  into  the 
spectroscope  of  Mr.  Huggins,  at  Tulso  Hill. 

But  the  medium  has  other  functions  and  operations  besides  bear-* 
ing  light  from  man  to  man,  and  from  world  to  world,  and  giving 
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eyidenoe  of  the  aliBolate  unity  of  the  metric  system  of  the  universe. 
Its  minute  parts  may  have  rotatory  as  well  as  yibratory  motions,  and 
the  axes  of  rotation  form  tiioee  lines  of  magnetic  force  which  extend 
in  unbroken  continuity  into  regions  which  no  eye  has  seen,  and  which, 
by  their  action  on  our  magnets,  are  telling  us  in  language  not  yet  in- 
terpreted, what  is  going  on  in  the  hidden  underworld  from  minute  to 
minute  and  firom  centuiy  to  century. 

And  these  lines  must  not  be  regarded  as  mere  mathematical 
abstractions.  They  are  the  directions  in  which  the  medium  is  exert- 
ing a  tension  like  that  of  a  rope,  or  rather,  like  that  of  our  own 
muscles.  The  tension  of  the  medium  in  the  direction  of  the  earth's 
magnetic  force  is  in  this  country  one  grain  weight  on  eight  square 
feet.  In  some  of  Dr.  Joule's  experiments,  the  medium  has  exerted  a 
tension  of  200  lbs.  weight  per  square  inch. 

But  the  medium,  in  virtue  of  the  very  same  elasticity  by  which  it  is 
able  to  transmit  the  undulations  of  light,  is  also  able  to  act  as  a  spring. 
When  properly  wotmd  up,  it  exerts  a  tension,  differei^t  from  the 
magnetic  tension,  by  which  it  draws  oppositely  electrified  bodies 
together,  produces  effects  through  the  length  of  telegraph  wires,  and 
when  of  sufficient  intensity,  leads  to  the  rupture  and  explosion  called 
lightning. 

These  are  some  of  the  already  discovered  properties  of  that  which 
has  often  been  called  vacuum,  or  nothing  at  all.  They  enable  us  to 
resolve  several  kinds  of  action  at  a  distance  into  actions  between  con- 
tiguous parts  of  a  continuous  substance.  Whether  this  resolution  is 
of  the  nature  of  explication  or  complication,  I  must  leave  to  the 
metaphysicians. 

[J.  0.  M.] 
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Sib  Uenbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.CX.  F.E.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Gknbbal  Sib  Henby  C.  Rawlinbon,  K.C.B.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  Pres.  Roy. 

Geog.  Soc 

On  Livingitone's  Explorations  in  Africa. 

[Abstract  deferred.] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY   MEETING, 
Monday,  March  8, 1878. 

Sir  Hbnbt  Holland,  Bart  MJ>.  D.O.L.  President,  in  the  Chair. 


Frank  Normandy,  Esq. 
Professor  William  Odling,  M.A. 

F.E.S. 
William  Miller  Ord,  M.D. 
Thomas  Levett  Prinsep,  Esq.  J.P. 
Arthur  Bigg,  jon.  Esq. 
Mrs.  C.  William  Siemens. 
Mrs.  Otto  Siemens. 
Beginald  Masters  Smith,  Esq. 
Lionel  A.  Walford,  Esq. 
J.  P.  Ward,  Esq. 


Joseph  Bedder,  Esq. 

J.  S.  Bergheim,  Esq. 

Matthew  Blakiston,  Esq. 

John  Brogden,  Esq. 

The  Rev.  Bobert  Henry  Nisbett 

Browne,  M.A. 
George  Edward  Chapman,  Esq. 
The  Lady  Mary  F.  Egerton. 
Stephen  Henry  Emmons,  Esq. 
Lewis  A.  Jackson,  Esq. 
Charles  P.  Matthews,  Esq. 
John  W.  Miers,  Esq. 

were  deded  Members  of  the  Boyal  Listitution. 

Pbofbssob  Ttndall  .  haying  presented  to  the  Boyal  Institution 
the  new  Philosophical  Apparatus  employed  by  him  in  his  Lectures 
recently  delivered  in  the  United  States,  it  was  moved  by  Sib  Fbbdb- 
BicK  Pollock,  Bart.,  seconded  by  W.  Polb,  Esq.  F.B.S.,  and 
unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  warmest  congratulations  of  the  Members  of 
the  Boyal  Listitution  be  offered  to  their  Professor  of  Natural  Philo- 
sophy upon  his  arrival  in  England  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  which,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  most  eminent  scientific  men  of 
America,  he  has  been  recently  delivering  a  series  of  Lectures  unex- 
ampled for  the  interest  they  have  created  in  that  country,  and  the 
large  and  distinguished  audiences  who  have  been  attracted  to  them. 

The  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution  rejoice  that  the  people  of 
America  have  shared  in  the  advantages  of  Pbofessob  Ttndall's 
teaching  and  illustrations  of  those  sciences  which  have  been  so  greatly 
advanced  by  the  labours  of  his  predecessors,  and  by  his  own,  in  the 
laboratories  of  the  Boyal  Listitution. 

They  receive  and  welcome  him,  on  his  return  to  what  they  are 
proud  to  be  able  to  designate  as  his  own  scientific  home,  with  satisfac- 
tion and  delight;,  and  wish  him  all  continued  health  and  prosperity. 

The  Members  of  the  Boyal  Listitution  have  also  to  thank  Pbofbssob 
Ttndall  for  his  liberal  gift  to  the  Institution  of  the  splendid  and 
extensive  Apparatus  employed  by  him  in  his  Lectures  in  America, 
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and  oongratulate  him  on  the  generous  spirit,  and  the  love  of  science* 
ii^hich  has  led  him  to  appropriate  the  profits  of  his  Lectures  in  the 
United  States  to  the  establishment  of  a  fund  to  assist  the  scientific 
studies  of  young  Americans  in  Europe. 

The  Pkesents  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. :  — 

FROM 

Alcock,  Col.  Z,  St.  L.  M,R.L  (the  Author)— Rela^ye  Power  of  Nations.    Third 

Edition.    (KGS)    8vo.    Ife73. 
Astronomical  Society,  i?{wa^Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXIII.  No.  3.    8vo.    1873. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Boyal.    1870.    Sitzimgsberiohte.    1872  :  Heft  2. 
8vo. 
Inhaltsverzeichniss,  1860-70.    8vo.    1872. 
BrUish  Architects,  Boyal  Institute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  187^-3.    Nob.  5,  6.    4to. 
Clhemicdt  Society--JowrnBl  for  Feb.  1873.    8vo. 

Comitato  Geohgieo  d*  Italiar—Boleitiui.    1872.    Nos.  11,  12.    8vo.    Firenzc. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Monday,  Marcli  7, 1873. 

Sib  Hbnry  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.O.L.  F.RS.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

James  Dkwab,  Esq.  F.E.S.E. 

On  the  Temperature  of  the  Sun  and  the  Work  of  Sunlight. 

[Abstract  deferred.] 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  DE.  BENCE  JONES. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  Boyal  Institution,  held  on 
Monday,  March  IQ,  1873,  especially  to  consider  a  Letter  from  Db. 
Bengb  Jonbs,  resigning  his  office  as  Honorary  Secretary,  the  following 
Besolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to  : — 

^  The  Board  of  Managers  receive  with  deep  regret  the  letter  of 
Db.  Bbnoe  Jones  containing  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Secretary 
to  the  Boyal  Institution. 

'*  They  lament  the  reason  which  compels  him  to  relinquish  a  post 
which  he  has  filled  for  so  many  years  with  equal  honour  to  himself 
and  advantage  to  the  Institution. 

^'His  conviction  of  the  value  of  original  research,  and  of  the 
special  vocation  of  the  Eoyal  Institution  to  continue  diligent  in  pro- 
moting it,  was  with  him  an  unceasing  stimulus  to  exertion.  His 
attention  to  every  detail  left  nothing  neglected  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties.  His  own  scientific  attainments  have  been  of  signal  effect 
in  maintaining  respect  for  the  Institution,  and  in  procuring  the  co- 
operation of  eminent  men  in  the  Laboratories  and  Lecture  Theatre. 
His  love  of  the  place  and  its  memories  has  been  shown  by  the  pains 
he  took  to  collect  its  early  annals ;  including  in  this  work  an  account 
of  the  discoveries  of  Yoxjnq  and  Davy  ;  and  by  his  becoming  the 
historian  of  "Fabaday. 

'*  The  Managers  cannot  fail  to  remember  that  the  services  of  Db. 
Bengb  Jones  have  been  given  under  the  pressure  of  important  pro-* 
fessional  engagements,  and  latterly  under  the  additional  £fficulties  of 
failing  health ;  and  that  until  now,  reluctantly  compelled  to  resign, 
he  has  never  relaxed  in  the  active  prosecution  of  his  honourable  task. 

'*  The  Managers,  however,  trust  that  the  aid  of  Db.  Benoe  Jones 
may  not  bo  altogether  lost  to  the  Institution ;  but  that  he  will  still 
afford  to  it  the  benefit  of  his  counsels  and  experience.     They  hope 
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that  he  may  in  future  occupy  a  seat  at  the  Board  of  Managema&t ; 
and  further,  that  he  will  remain  associated  with  the  Institution,  by 
doing  it  the  favour  of  accepting  the  position  of  Honorary  Assistant- 
Secretary.  They  believe  that  the  distinguished  success  which  has 
attended  Db.  Benoe  Jones  in  his  career  as  Secretary  will  always  be 
his  worthiest  reward.  It  rests  with  them  to  tender  to  Db.  Bbnob 
Joinss  the  expression  of  their  strong  personal  regard,  and  of  their 
wannest  gratitude  for  his  invaluable  services  to  the  Eoyal  Institution." 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  form  of  Testimonial  most 
agreeable  to  Db.  Bbnob  Jones  would  be  a  Bust  of  himself  to  be  placed 
in  the  Eoyal  Institution,  the  Managers  resolved  to  open  a  Subscription 
List  among  the  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution  for  the  purpose ; 
Individual  Subscriptions  to  be  limited  to  8Z.  39.  aera  maximum. 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  March  14, 1873. 

Sib  Henbt  Holland,  Bart.  MJ).  FJt.S.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Pbofessob  Allman,  F.B.S. 
On  Carol  Islands  and  their  Architects. 

The  speaker  commenced  by  giving  an  account  of  the  structure  and 
habits  of  the  Actinia^  or  sea-anemone,  as  a  type  of  the  coral  polype. 
He  described  it  as  a  fleshy  sac  attached  by  a  broad  base  at  one  end, 
and  having  at  the  opposite  end  a  mouth  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of 
tentacles  or  feelers.  He  showed  that  its  stomach  consists  of  a  smaller 
sac  suspended  in  the  larger,  and  opening  at  one  end  by  the  month, 
while  at  the  other  end  it  opens  into  the  surrounding  cavity  of  the 
larger  sac.  This  free  opening  of  the  stomach  into  the  general  cavity 
of  file  body  is  a  character  of  great  importance,  and  is  possessed  by  no 
other  group  of  animals  than  that  to  which  the  sesranemone  belongs. 

The  group  so  constituted  is  named  Codenterata^  a  designation 
derived  from  the  Greek,  and  intended  to  express  the  peculiarity  of 
structure  here  referred  to.  This  curious  open  stomach  is  kept  in 
its  place  by  a  set  of  vertical  fleshy  plates,  which  radiate  from  it  to 
the  surrounding  walls  of  the  gioat  cavity  of  the  body.  Now,  the 
various  parts  of  the  sea-anemone  are  under  the  control  of  a  definite 
Number,  by  which  its  symmetry  is  regulated.  This  is  the  Number 
Six ;  and  the  radiating  plates  jiist  mentioned  are  thus  either  six  in 
number  or  some  multiple  of  six,  and  so  also  the  tentacles  when  freely 
and  normally  developed  are  cither  six  or  one  of  the  multiples. 
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While  the  sefr*anemoiie  Ia  immersed  in  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and 
IB  surronnded  by  the  conditions  which  promote  its  health  and  well- 
being,  it  will  dispLiy  its  beantifol  crown  of  tentades  and  spread 
Itself  out  like  an  expanded  flower,  often  brilliantly  and  beautifully 
coloured.  But  let  danger  threaten,  let  a  finger  rudely  touch  it,  and 
it  will  instantly  draw  in  its  tentacles  and  contract  itself  around 
them ;  and  then,  instead  of  the  expanded  flower,  we  may  believe  we 
haye  before  us  the  same  flower  in  i3ie  bud. 

The  speaker  then  pointed  out  how  OaryophyUioy  which  may  be 
found  upon  yarious  parts  of  our  own  shores  attached  to  rocks  at  low 
spring-tides,  and  which  essentially  agrees  in  structure  with  the  sea- 
anemone,  has  the  power  of  separating  carbonate  of  lime  from  the 
sea-water  and  of  depositing  this  mineral,  partide  by  particle,  in  its 
tissues  so  as  to  become  in  great  part  calcified.  In  other  words,  how 
it  has  the  power  of  forming  a  true  skeleton  of  coral. 

Now  the  CaryophyUia  with  its  skeleton  of  coral,  instead  of  re- 
maining simple  and  solitary  like  the  sea-anemone,  may  throw  out 
buds  like  a  plant,  or  may  complicate  itself  by  partially  dividing  into 
two  or  more  segments,  and  will  thus  be  converted  into  a  compound 
colony  of  coral-producing  polypes,  each  polype  having  its  own 
mouth  and  stomach  and  tentacles  and  radiating  plates;  and  each, 
while  providing  for  its  own  wants,  contributing  at  the  same  time  to 
the  general  well-being  of  the  colony.  The  form  of  this  colony  will 
depend  on  the  disposition  and  mode  of  growth  of  the  buds,  or  of  the 
new  polypes  produced  by  the  splitting  of  the  old  ones ;  for  if  all 
these  remain  closely  impacted  together,  there  would  result  such 
massive  corals  as  are  familiar  in  Astrcea  and  Meandrina;  while  if 
they  become  more  or  less  separated  from  one  another  and  grow 
out  into  branches,  we  should  then  have  a  branched  coral  like  a 
DendrophyUia  or  a  Madrepore.  Now  it  is  such  animals  as  these 
Astrcas  and  Meandrinas  and  Dendrophyllias  and  Madrepores  which 
form  the  reefis  and  ooral  islands  to  whose  history  the  discourse  is 
devoted. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  all  coral  animals  are  reef- 
builders.  The  well-known  red  coral  of  commerce,  for  example,  never 
accumulates  in  reefs  or  banks.  This  coral  also,  as  well  as  many 
other  non-reef-building  kinds,  difiTers  in  some  subordinate  points  of 
structure  from  the  true  reef-builders;  and  instead  of  having  its 
symmetry  controlled  by  the  number  Six,  it  is  the  number  Four  by 
which  the  disposition  of  aU  its  parts  is  r^ulated. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  nature  of  the  coral  animal 
and  its  mode  of  forming  coral,  the  speaker  proceeded  to  describe  the 
home  of  the  reef-builders.  This  region  forms  an  irregular  zone, 
extending  for  some  distance  at  each  side  of  the  equator,  but  never 
going  farther  from  it  than  about  80^  of  latitude.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this  coral  zone  is  limited  by  temperature,  and  it  has  boon 
pointed  out  by  Dana,  on  what  appears  to  be  good  evidence,  that  its 
northern  and  southom  boundaries  are  foimed  by  the  isocrymal  lines 
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of  68%  or  those  lines  which  may  be  drawn  through  the  parts  of  the 
ocean  where  the  mean  temperature  of  the  coldest  month  of  the  year 
is  68^  Fahr.  These  isocrymal  lines,  however,  greatly  deviate  from 
the  parallels  of  latitude,  for  while  in  some  places  they  are  separated 
from  the  equator  by  30^  of  latitude,  in  other  places  they  are  strongly 
pressed  towards  it  by  the  influence  of  the  cold  currents  from  the 
poles. 

The  extent  of  the  coral  formations  within  this  area  has  ever  since 
the  seas  began  to  be  explored  struck  the  navigator  with  astonishment. 
Along  the  western  coast  of  New  Caledonia  is  a  reef  of  400  miles  in 
length,  and  along  the  north-east  coast  of  Australia  is  one  of  more  than 
1200  miles ;  whUe  it  is  to  the  labours  of  the  reef-building  polypes 
that  almost  all  the  beautiful  islands  which  stud  the  tropical  portion 
of  the  Pacific,  and  many  of  those  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  are  mainly 
due. 

The  speaker  then  drew  a  picture  of  the  aspect  of  the  ocean,  and 
of  the  most  striking  members  of  its  fauna  in  the  region  of  coral  reefs. 
He  directed  especial  attention  to  the  most  supeiScial  zone  of  the 
tropical  ocean — that  zone  where  sea  and  air  and  heat  and  light  com- 
bine and  concentrate  the  conditions  of  intensest  animality,  amid 
which  becomes  developed  a  most  beautiful  and  marvellous  fauna ; 
where  MedussB  and  Siphonophores  wander  at  their  own  wild  will, 
propelled  through  the  clear  waters  by  the  pulsations  of  crystal  bell 
or  of  broad  many-coloui'cd  disc,  or  in  vast  fleets  are  floating  over  the 
sea  with  sail  extended  to  the  breeze ;  where  Pteropods  flit  on  wings 
through  the  water  like  butterflies  through  the  air;  where  Beroes 
catch  the  sunlight  on  their  sides  and  flash  it  back  in  aU  the  brightest 
hues  of  the  rainbow ;  where  Salpaa  play  in  long  undulating  chains  of 
crystal,  and  Pyrosoma,  no  less  clear  and  crystal-like  by  day,  becomes 
a  cylinder  of  fire  by  night.  What  exuberance  of  life !  What  intensity 
of  happiness  I  What  unnumbered  hosts  basking  beneath  the  tropic 
sky,  or  breaking  the  mirror  of  the  sea  with  their  gambols,  or  yielding 
to  the  impulse  of  the  gentle  trade-wind,  or  lighting  up  at  night  with 
phosphorescent  gleam  tiie  dark  waters  of  the  deep  I 

Now,  the  coral-builders  share  with  these  bright  and  active  hosts 
the  prolific  surface  zone  of  the  ocean.  But  their  area  is  also  a  deeper 
one,  and  for  many  a  fathom  downwards  their  flower-like  discs  and 
banks  of  living  coral  may  be  traced  by  the  sounding-lead  and  the 
dredge. 

This  extension  downwards,  however,  is  not  unlimited.  The  ocean 
varies  with  its  depth  in  its  physical  characters  and  in  the  conditions 
of  life  which  it  presents,  and  the  coral-builders  find  the  conditions 
suited  to  their  welfare  within  a  limited  and  definite  range.  This 
range  never  extends  beyond  a  depth  of  from  20  to  30  fathoms,  so  that 
no  living  reef-building  coral  is  ever  found  at  a  greater  deptii  than  this. 

Within  the  upper  portions  of  this  area  the  coral  fauna  may  be 
witnessed  in  all  the  perfection  of  its  highest  development  and  life ; 
for  there  the  sea  is  transparent  as  the  purest  beryl,  and  down  fathoms 
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deep  below  the  boat  the  eye  can  penetrate  through  the  liquid  crystal 
to  where  the  coral  bank  spreads  around,  and  a  scene  of  marrelloiiB 
beauty  becomes  revealed.  For  there  beneath  the  sea  is  a  garden: 
carnations  and  asters  and  anemones  and  gorgeous  cactus  -  flowers 
seem  there  to  expand  their  glowing  petals ;  flenle  shrubs  root  them- 
flelves  in  the  creyices  of  the  rocks,  and  envelop  their  branches  in 
bright  clusters  of  flowers  like  the  mezereon  bush  in  the  month  of 
March.  What  profusion  of  forms!  what  richness  of  colouring  I 
crimson,  jBJid  golden,  and  purple,  and  emerald-green,  and  snowy 
white  ; — no  garden  of  the  upper  air  can  surpass  that  garden  of  the  sea 
in  loveliness.  But,  stranger  than  all  I  every  petal  is  replete  with 
sense ;  every  flower  and  every  shrub  is  an  animated  being ; — touch  it, 
and  it  shrinks ;  feed  it,  and  it  digests ;  it  rejoices  in  the  warm  sun- 
light, and  feels  happy  in  the  caress  of  the  ocean  tide. 

Now  the  animated  flowers  of  that  wonderful  sea-garden  spend  no 
life  of  idleness — day  after  day,  night  after  night,  they  are  at  their 
work  t  they  are  the  builders  of  coral,  the  architects  of  islands,  the 
ceaseless  labourers  by  whose  untiring  energy  have  been  rescued  from 
the  ocean  thousands  of  miles  of  habitable  laud. 

Having  thus  examined  the  workers,  and  become  acquainted  with 
their  home,  the  speaker  proceeded  to  consider  the  nature  of  their  works, 
and  this  subject  would  be  best  treated  under  the  following  heads : — 

1.  The  forms  and  structure  of  the  reefs. 

2.  The  mode  of  their  construction. 

3.  Their  relations  to  man. 

The  Forma  and  Structure  of  Cored  Beefs. 

Coral  formations  have  been  divided  into  three  classes :  the  Atoll, 
or  Lagoon  Island,  the  Barrier  Eeef,  and  the  Fringing  Beef. 

The  Atoll  is  the  type  of  the  Coral  Island.  It  presents  the  appear- 
ance of  a  circular  or  irregularly  formed  ring  of  coral  rising  out  of  the 
bosom  of  the  ocean,  generally  clothed  with  a  rich  tropical  vegetation 
of  cocoanut  palms,  pandanus,  and  pisonia,  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of 
white  foam  where  the  sea  breaks  upon  its  outer  margin,  and  having 
a  lagoon  or  lake  of  still  water  in  the  interior. 

The  ring  of  coral  is  usually  discontinuous  in  one  or  more  places, 
and  through  the  channels  thus  formed  ships  can  generally  sail  into 
the  calm  central  lagoon,  which  will  then  afford  them,  no  matter  how 
rough  may  be  the  external  sea,  a  safe  and  commodious  harbour. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  of  anything  more  lovely  than 
one  of  these  Lagoon  Islands,  with  its  graceful  palm-trees  and  its 
groves  of  pisonia,  the  still  quiet  lake  within,  the  restless  landless 
ocean  without,  and  the  glowing  sky  of  the  tropics  stretching  over  all. 
Where 

"  Droops  the  heavy  blosaomed  bower ;  hangs  the  heavy  fruited  tree, 
Summer  isles  of  Eden  lying  in  dark  purple  spheres  of  sea." 

Some  of  the  small  uninhabited  Atolls  especially  seem  almost  as  if 
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they  had  been  the  work  of  enchantment.  Even  the  wild  creatures 
which  dwell  there  appear  to  realize  the  wonders  of  the  fairy  tale  and 
make  us  ahnost  believe  that  they  lie  under  the  spell  of  a  magician. 
The  United  States'  explorers  assure  us  that  in  some  of  these  islands 
the  birds  were  so  little  alarmed  at  the  presence  of  man,  that  they 
allowed  themselves  to  be  taken  off  the  branches  of  the  trees  as  if  they 
had  been  their  flowers. 

When  the  Atoll  is  examined  more  minutely,  it  is  found  that  the 
depth  of  the  central  lagoon  may  be  about  ten  or  twenty  fathoms ;  a  pure 
coral  sand  or  fine  white  coral  mud  covers  its  bottom ;  the  flexible  and 
shrub-like  species  of  coral  root  themselves  in  its  sides,  and  millions  of 
strange  creatures  nestle  in  their  branches,  or  creep  over  the  coral 
rock,  or  dart  through  the  waters  of  the  lagoon. 

On  the  outer  side  of  the  ring  of  coial  things  are  very  different. 
The  reef  here  usually  extends  outwards  for  some  distance  as  a  flat 
platform,  with  but  a  slight  depth  of  water  over  it ;  the  depth  then 
suddenly  increases,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  sounding-lead 
sinks  into  the  fathomless  ocean  where  no  bottom  can  be  felt.  One  of 
the  most  remarkable  features  in  an  Atoll  is  thus  the  extraordinarily 
rapid  rate  at  which  its  outer  side  sinks  into  the  ocean ;  and  this  fact 
must  especially  be  noted,  for  it  will  aid  us  in  our  attempts  to  explain 
the  forination  of  the  island. 

When  masses  of  the  coral  of  which  the  reef  is  composed  are 
brought  up  from  various  depths,  between  the  surface  and  twenty  or 
thirty  fathoms  below  it,  these  fragments  are  generally  found  to  be 
alive.  From  much  greater  depths,  however,  l£e  sounding-lead  will 
continue  to  bring  up  fragments  of  coral  which  it  has  detached  from 
the  sides  of  the  reef;  but  whatever  fragments  are  brought  up  from 
greater  depths  than  at  most  thirty  fitthoms  are  invariably  found  to  be 
dead.  This  fact  is  in  accordance  with  what  has  been  already  said 
regarding  the  limited  range  in  depth  at  which  the  coral  animal  can 
live ;  and  it  is  another  very  important  one,  which  must  be  also  kept 
in  mind  as  necessary  in  enabling  us  to  understand  the  mode  of  forma- 
tion of  the  island. 

If  a  correct  idea  of  the  nature  of  an  Atoll  be  now  conveyed,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  understanding  the  two  remaining  classes  of 
coral  formations. 

The  Barrier  Beef  consists  of  a  ridge  of  coral  resembling  that  of  an 
Atoll,  but  running  parallel  to  the  shores  of  a  continent,  or  surround- 
ing those  of  an  ordinary  island,  and  in  either  case  at  such  a  distance 
as  to  include  between  it  and  the  land  a  deep  channel  of  still  water. 

A  Fringing  Beef  differs  from  a  Barrier  Beef  only  in  being  smaller, 
and  scarcely  including  any  channel  between  it  and  the  land,  which  it 
thus  merely  fringes  with  a  skirt  of  coral  rock. 

Mode  of  Formatum  of  Beefs. 

When  it  was  first  known  that  so  many  of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific 
and  Indian  Oceans  owed  their  existence  to  the  energy  of  coral  animals, 
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it  was  believed  that  the  oonJ-formeTS  commenoed  their  labours  upon 
the  fiat  bottom  of  the  sea,  at  nnknown  and  unfathomable  depths,  and 
that  they  thenoe  worked  continnonsly  upwards  to  the  sm^Etce.  This 
hypothesis,  however,  is  inconsistent  with  the  now  well-established 
&ct  of  the  limited  range  in  depth  of  living  coral. 

The  circular  form  of  the  Atoll  suggested  also  another  hypothesis, 
which  maintained  that  the  coral  animals  established  themselves  round 
the  crater  of  some  submarine  volcano,  and  that,  thence  working 
upwards,  they  necessarily  repeated  on  the  surface  of  the  sea  the 
circular  form  of  their  foundation.  Now  this  hypothesis  would  involve 
the  highly  improbable  supposition  that  there  exists  throughout  the 
region  of  corals  innumerable  volcanic  craters,  and  that  all  these  are 
nearly  at  the  very  same  level,  namely,  that  which  alone  is  suited  to 
the  energies  of  the  living  cored ;  while  its  improbability  is  rendered 
still  farther  apparent  by  the  fact  that  there  is  no  known  volcanic 
crater  whose  diameter  approaches  in  dimensions  to  that  of  many 
Atolls. 

For  the  beautiful  theory  which  is  now  universally  accepted — the 
only  one,  indeed,  which  is  consistent  with  all  the  known  phenomena, 
and  one  of  the  most  important  with  which  the  physical  history  of 
the  earth  has  of  late  years  been  enriched — we  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
Darwin. 

The  theory  of  Darwin  is  founded  on  two  incontestable  facts, — the 
one  purely  physiological,  the  other  purely  physical. 

The  physiological  element  in  the  theory  of  Darwin  consists  in  the 
fact  already  insisted  on,  that  the  coral  animals  cannot  live  at  un- 
limited depths,  that  they  need  the  presence  of  light  and  of  other  con- 
ditions wluch  they  can  obtain  only  near  the  surface,  and  that  from 
twenty  to  thirty  &thoms  below  the  surface  is  the  greatest  depth  at 
which  the  reef-building  polypes  can  continue  to  live. 

But  we  have  also  seen  that  the  outer  walls  of  the  coral  reef  have 
been  followed  downwards  into  depths  very  much  greater  than  this  ; 
and  though  the  coral  forming  those  deep  portions  is  always  found  to 
be  dead,  it  is  plain  that  it  must  have  been  at  one  time  living,  and 
some  additional  fact  is  therefore  needed  in  order  to  reconcile  its 
occurrence  at  these  great  depths  with  the  established  limited  range  of 
living  coral.  Here,  then,  comes  to  our  aid  the  physical  element  in 
the  theory.  It  is  this:  That  while  the  ocean  maintains  the  same 
level  from  age  to  age  all  over  the  world,  the  solid  land  is  subject  to 
repeated  oscillations  of  level,  rising  in  one  place  and  sinking  in 
another,  and  this  sometimes  to  an  extent  of  many  thousands  of  feet. 

Having  demonstrated  the  reality  of  this  phenomenon  by  reference 
to  numerous  well-known  geological  &cts,  such  as  the  sinking  of  the 
southern  shores  of  Scandinavia  and  of  the  western  shores  of  Green- 
land, and  the  rising  of  the  northern  shores  of  Scandinavia  and  of 
Siberia,  the  speaker  proceeded,  with  the  aid  of  diagrams,  to  apply,  as 
Darwin  had  done,  the  two  groups  of  phenomena,  physiological  and 
physical,  to  the  explanation  of  coral  formations. 
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He  showed  how  a  mountain,  rising  out  of  the  sea  in  the  form  of  a 
precipitous  island,  in  the  region  of  the  reef-bililders,  will  present  on 
its  shores  the  conditions  suited  to  the  coral-polypes,  which  will  there 
attach  themselves,  building  downwards  nntil  they  arrive  at  depths  too 
great  for  the  perfect  exercise  of  their  fonctions,  and  npwards  nntil 
file  sm'l&K^  of  the  sea  sets  bonnds  to  the  farther  elevation  of  their 
stnictures.  A  reef  of  coral  will  thns  be  spread  all  roand  the  shores 
of  the  island,  and  will  constitute  the  formation  known  as  a  Fringing 
Beef. 

But  the  island  is  supposed  to  be  in  a  region  of  subsidence^  and  has 
begun  to  sink  slowly  into  the  sea,  carrying  with  it  the  already-formed 
.  fringe  of  coral  into  depths  incompatible  with  the  well-being  of  the 
polypes.  Urged,  however,  by  an  unerring  instinct,  the  reef-builders 
continue  their  labours  upwards  simultaneously  with  the  gradual 
depression  of  the  land,  and  thus  the  reef  is  always  extending  itself 
towards  the  warm  sunlit  surface  of  the  sea,  where  all  the  conditions  of 
coral  life  exist,  while  the  lower  parts  have  passed  downwards  into 
depths  where  the  formers  of  coral  must  cease  to  live. 

The  reef  has  thus  grown  larger ;  and  as  the  coral  is  produced  in 
greater  force  on  the  outer  edge,  where  the  reef  is  exposed  to  the  open 
ocean,  with  all  the  conditions  in  which  the  animals  forming  it  delight, 
this  part  is  sooner  brought  to  the  surface  than  the  inner  part,  where 
the  growth  of  the  coral  is  still  further  interfered  with  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  fragments  which  the  waves  tear  from  the  reef,  break  down 
into  coral  sand  and  coral  mud,  and  carry  inwards  towards  the  land. 
A  deep  channel  is  thus  formed  between  &e  outer  part  of  the  reef  and 
the  shores  round  which  the  coral  has  attached  itself;  and  what  was  at 
first  a  Fringing  Beef  becomes  in  this  way  converted  into  a  Barrier 
Beef. 

In  the  meantime  fragments  of  coral  broken  off  by  the  waves  are 
gradually  piled  upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  reef,  which  is  thus  in 
time  raised  above  the  sea  in  the  form  of  a  long  stretch  of  dry  land, 
separated  from  what  still  remains  of  the  original  island  by  the  inter- 
vening channel  of  still  water,  and  capable  in  the  course  of  time  of 
affording,  by  the  decomposition  of  its  surface,  a  soil  in  which  terres- 
trial plfmts  may  take  root. 

But  the  changes  do  not  end  with  the  formation  of  a  Barrier  Beef; 
for  the  work  of  subsidence  goes  on,  and  the  ancient  land  continues  to 
sink  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  sea,  carrying  the  coral-polypes  down 
with  it  into  the  dark,  ungenial  ocean  depths,  where  Ihey  must  in- 
evitably perish.  And  now  at  last  the  highest  point  has  disappeared, 
all  has  sunk  beneath  the  sea,  and  a  wide  waste  of  landless  waters  rolls 
unbroken  over  its  summit. 

The  island  architects  are  not,  however,  to  be  baffled.  As  the 
lower  parts  of  the  reef  sink  into  depths,  where  they  must  perish,  the 
upper  parts  are  simultaneously  extending  themselves  as  a  bank  of 
living  coral  towards  the  surface,  which  at  last  they  reach  in  the  form 
of  a  more  or  less  circular  reef,  on  which  the  waves  once  more  break, 
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and  whiob  inolndes  wiihin  it  a  sheltered  lagoon,  now  free  from  even 
the  last  remnant  of  included  land ;  and  the  Barrier  Beef  becomes  thus 
oonyerted  into  an  Atoll. 

Now  it  will  be  here  noted  that  tbronghont  the  whole  of  the 
changes  which  have  been  thus  traced,  the  thickness  of  the  bed  of 
living  coral  is  a  constant  quantity,  extending  always  from  a  little 
below  the  surface  of  the  sea  to  that  fixed  plane  beyond  which  if  the 
coral  be  carried  it  ceAses  to  live,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  mass  of 
dead  coral  is  continually  increasing  with  the  subsidence  of  the  land. 

It  is  also  evident  from  what  has  now  been  said  that  the  Atoll 
points  out  the  spot  where  an  ordinary  island  had  become  submerged, 
and  that  the  whole  region  of  Atolls  and  Barrier  Beefi9  has  been 
gradually  subsiding.  A  subject  of  great  significance  is  thus  suggested 
by  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  Coral  Beefs ;  and  the  condusion  is 
irresistibly  forced  upon  us  that  in  the  region  where  now  the  Pacific 
Ocean  separates  the  Old  World  from  the  New  there  lay  in  former 
times  a  continent  with  its  mountain  peaks  and  table-lands ;  that  all  has 
since  sunk  beneath  the  sea,  except  its  highest  table-lands  and  the 
summits  of  its  highest  mountains ;  that  witUn  the  region  of  the  reef- 
builders  the  coral  has  gathered  in  its  encircling  reefis  round  these  last 
remnants  of  the  ancient  land ;  while  an  Atoll  marks  the  spot  where  a 
mountain  peak  of  that  old  continent  has  totally  disappeared  beneath 
the  ocean. 

In  those  regions  which  lie  beyond  the  warmer  area  of  the  coral,  the 
land  may  yet  have  sunk  and  left  no  sign ;  for  the  reef-builders  could  not 
live  in  the  colder  waters,  and  there  was  nothing  else  to  tell  the  tale. 

The  Coral  Island  in  Us  relations  to  Man. 

But  the  Atoll  whose  formation  we  have  been  following  is  not  yet 
dry  land.  It  is  still  a  submerged  reef  over  which  the  waves  roll,  for 
the  polypes  cannot  extend  their  works  into  the  upper  air.  Further 
changes  therefore  still  await  it.  Fragments  torn  from  its  outer 
side  by  the  waves  are  piled  upon  its  surface,  and  it  rises  higher  and 
higher  from  the  sea ;  the  decomposing  coral  covers  the  reef  with  a 
fertile  soil,  to  which  the  wind  and  the  ocean  currents  may  bring  the 
seeds  of  plants  from  other  lands,  and  a  graceful  vegetation  clothes  in 
time  its  sea-girt  shores. 

And  thus  the  Atoll  becomes  fitted  for  the  sustenance  of  terrestrial 
animals  and  man.  Sea-birds  in  multitudes  find  shelter  there,  and 
land-birds  from  distant  shores  see  in  it  a  country  where  they  may 
dwell ;  while  the  drifted  trunk  of  the  forest  tree,  to  which  the  lizard 
and  the  insect  still  cling,  is  cast  upon  its  strand  to  begin  the  peopling 
of  its  woods  with  still  olher  forms  of  life. 

Some  largo  fruit-eating  bats  too  have  discovered  it ;  but  no  other 
mammal  has  ever  formed  part  of  the  aboriginal  fauna  of  the  Gorid 
Island. 

Its  latest  occupant  is  doubtless  man ;  but  whence  he  came,  from 
Vol.  Vn.    (No.  58.)  f 
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what  original  stock  he  migrated,  we  have  no  positive  evidence  to 
determine. 

If  we  except  the  Feejee  group  and  some  of  the  other  high  coral- 
encircled  islands  which  lie  at  the  extreme  west  of  the  area,  and  in 
which  the  inhabitants  are  Negrittos,  characterized  by  their  black 
skins,  frizzled  hair,  and  repulsive  features,  we  shall  find  a  great  uni- 
formity of  type  to  prevail  over  the  rest  of  the  Pacific  coral  region,  a 
type  with  lighter  skin  and  straight  or  wavy  hair,  and  one  which 
points  towards  an  afi&nity  with  the  Malay  races  of  south-eastern  Asia. 
We  are  not,  however,  on  this  account  to  suppose  that  the  islands  were 
necessarily  peopled  by  direct  migration  from  the  Asiatic  shores.  If 
we  suppose  that  the  high  islands,  with  their  encircling  barrier  reefs, 
represent  the  last  remnant  of  a  submerged  continent,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  these  islands  may  have  retained  the  last  remnant  also  of 
its  population.  But  whether  this  be  so  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  the 
Atolls  must  have  been  independently  peopled,  either  from  the  sur- 
rounding islands  or  from  some  more  distant  continent  The  Atoll 
rose  from  the  bosom  of  the  ocean  destitute  of  terrestrial  life,  and  many 
a  century  must  have  passed  before  the  presence  of  man  broke  the 
solitude  of  its  shores.  We  may  well  believe  that  at  last  some  savages, 
drifted  out  of  their  course  by  adverse  winds,  had  run  their  canoe  upon 
the  strand  and  had  taken  possession  of  the  land  of  the  polype.  The 
fish  of  the  lagoon,  the  mollusca  of  the  shore,  the  fruits  of  the  wood, 
afford  them  their  subsistence ;  they  have  discovered  that  a  pit  dug  a 
few  feet  deep  into  the  coral  rock  will  reach  a  reservoir  of  fresh  water 
accumulated  from  the  rains  which  had  percolated  through  the  more 
superficial  porous  structures ;  the  friction  of  two  pieces  of  dry  timber 
yields  them  fire ;  while  their  spears  fashioned  by  a  piece  of  sharp  stone 
found  entangled  in  the  roots  of  some  driftwood,  facilitate  the  acqui- 
sition of  food,  and  make  the  struggle  for  existence  more  easy. 

And  so  years  pass  on,  and  the  descendants  of  the  first  accidental 
settlers  have  peopled  the  island ;  but  though  experience  may  have  taught 
them  many  things,  though  an  imperfect  division  of  labour  may  have  been 
adopted  and  a  rude  state  of  society  established,  the  aboriginal  dwellers 
have  rather  adapted  themselves  to  the  physical  conditions  among  which 
they  have  been  thrown  than  raised  themselves  above  them,  and  centu- 
ries pass  away  and  leave  them  little  changed.  For  after  aU,  the  Coral 
Island  is  but  ill  fitted  for  human  development ;  without  a  hill  to  break 
the  uniformity  of  its  surface,  without  a  stream  to  hoUow  out  a  valley, 
without  a  single  metal,  without  a  mineral  beyond  the  unvaried  calca- 
reous coral  rock,  without  a  mammal  other  than  the  bird-like  bat,  the 
native,  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  other  lands,  will  have  few 
ideas ;  while  his  wants,  few  and  easily  satisfied  by  the  spontaneous 
produce  of  the  island,  will  afford  little  motive  for  exertion,  and  little 
stimulus  to  development ;  and  it  is  later  times,  and  other  lands  where 
civilization  has  already  spread,  where  knowledge  has  already  ad- 
vanced, that  must  carry  civilization  and  knowledge  to  the  Coral 
Island. 
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And  80  centnrieB  still  roll  on,  until  at  last  from  these  other  shores 
the  destined  race  has  landed  on  the  island — a  race  with  higher 
powers,  a  more  cultivated  intellect,  and  an  increased  capacity  for 
improTement — the  bearer  of  a  new  force,  of  a  civilization  with  all  its 
good,  and,  alas  1  with  all  its  evils  too :  bnt  the  good  is  greater  than  the 
evil,  and  so  the  lower  yields  to  the  higher  phase  of  intellect ;  more 
perfect  social  relations  are  introduced ;  laws  are  instituted ;  the  savage 
rites  of  a  degrading  superstition  give  place  to  a  more  elevated  and  a 
purer  creed  ;  no  longer  with  that  narrow  policy  which  does  not  look 
beyond  the  limits  of  its  own  strand  of  coral,  a  common  interest  has 
united  island  to  island,  and  a  national  life  has  dawned  upon  the 
archipelago  of  the  polype ;  deficiencies  are  supplemented  by  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  lands ;  the  breadfruit  and  the  Iguana  and  the  yam  are 
cultivated ;  the  fruits  of  the  woods  and  the  pearl-shell  and  the  tre- 
pang  of  the  lagoons  are  sought  after  by  the  trader ;  the  relations  of 
commerce  are  established,  and  the  Coral  Island  takes  its  place  in  the 
great  community  of  Nations. 

[G.  J.  A.] 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  March  21,  1873. 

William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  LL  J).  Treas.  R.S.  &  RI.  Vice-President, 

in  the  Chair. 

Captain  E.  D.  Lyon 

On  the  Mythology  and  Temples  of  Indiay 
Illustrated  by  Photographic  Views  of  the  Temples. 

India  is  the  brightest  appanage  of  the  British  crown,  containing  as  it 
does  about  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  inhabitants ;  and  yet 
how  little  is  known  about  it  Most  persons  have  heard  of  an  Indian 
temple  or  pagoda,  but  such  words  are  not  known  in  India,  the  word 
used  being  DevUoy  which  means  ^*  the  house  of  God,'*  and  what  English 
people  caU  a  pagoda  is  nothing  but  the  door  or  entrance  to  the  build- 
ing of  God.  The  dif&culty  of  obtaining  information  on  the  subject  of 
the  Hindoo  religion  in  India  is  very  great.  The  Anglo-Indians  are 
£ar  too  much  occupied  to  trouble  themselves  on  such  matters ;  and  the 
only  persons  of  whom  inquiries  can  be  made  are  the  Brahmins  and  the 
missionaries.  With  the  former,  experience  teaches  that  the  applica- 
tion of  silver  to  their  hand  has  a  wonderful  effect  on  their  tongue, 
and  if  you  only  apply  enough  coin  you  may  get  any  amount  of  informa- 
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tion ;  but  then  comes  the  difficulty  of  separatmg  what  is  tme '  and 
what  is  imaginary.  As  to  the  missionaries,  it  is  hardly  likely  they 
will  take  the  trouble  to  study  much  a  religion  which  they  have  come 
to  try  and  root  out.  One  of  them  declares  that  in  India  the  natiyes 
worship  three  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  gods ;  but  the  real  truth 
is,  the  Hindoos  worship  only  one  supreme  Deity,  whom  they  look 
on  as  too  sublime,  too  grand,  too  awfdl  for  their  minds  to  conceive. 
They  never  address  any  prayer  to  him ;  they  have  never  erected  any 
temple  to  his  honour,  and  they  would  consider  it  sacrilege  to  do  so. 
All  their  prayers  are  addressed  to  one  of  his  triune  personifications, 
Brahma,  Yishnu,  and  Shiva.  Brahma  personifies  creation;  Yishna, 
preservation ;  and  Shiva,  destruction.  These  three  agree  in  one ;  for 
though  at  first  sight  it  might  appear  difficult  to  recon^e  creation  and 
destruction  as  agreeing ;  still  when  it  is  remembered  that  with  the 
Hindoos  destruction  is  in  reality  re-creation,  the  coalition  is  easy.  In 
former  times  the  worshippers  of  the  three  divinities  also  agreed  and 
used  the  same  forms  of  worship  and  the  same  temples,  as  is  proved 
by  the  older  temfdes  containing  close  together  representations  of  the 
three  deities ;  but  of  late  years  th^y  hate  each  other  with  as  &natical 
a  hate  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  Western  world. 

Captain  Lyon  then  began  the  exhibition  of  his  photographs, 
enlarged  by  the  camera,  and  illuminated  by  the  electric  light;  first 
introducing  the  god  Ganesa,  one  of  the  most  noted  in  India,  and  the 
one  which  every  Hindoo  prays  to  before  commencing  any  undertaking. 
Before  he  begins  a  journey,  before  he  builds  a  house,  he  prays  to 
Gkuiesa — "  O  glorious  and  immortal  Gkuiesa,  grant  me  success  in  what 
I  am  about  to  undertake !" 

*'I  have  already  mentioned,"  said  Captain  Lyon,  ''the  Indian 
temple  or  house  of  God.  I  must  now  explain  tihat  the  temple  is 
composed  of  four  parts  :  the  Gopurum,  or  gateway,  much  resembling 
the  Egyptian  Pylon;  the  Mundapum,  or  porch ;  the  Teppa  Eolum, 
or  tank ;  and  the  Yimanum,  or  sanctuary.  The  three  first  I  will  show 
you ;  the  last  is  a  low  oblong  room,  perfectly  plain,  into  which  no  ray 
of  daylight  is  ever  permitted  to  enter.  It  is  here  the  idol  is  kept, 
and  no  one  but  a  high-caste  Hindoo  and  a  royal  prince  is  allowed 
to  enter ;  and  if  a  prince  goes  in  he  must  go  quite  alone. 

"  The  first  temple  of  which  I  shall  show  you  a  view,  is  that  of 
Seringum,  near  Trichinopoly.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  in  India.  Yon 
see  the  Gopura  which  mark  the  entrances  from  one  court  to  another. 
The  base  is  of  stone,  and  the  pyramid  of  brick  covered  with  plaster, 
out  of  which  aU  the  figures  are  made.  There  are  twenty-three  of  these 
Gopura  in  this  temple,  and  eight  thousand  Brahmins  live  in  it ;  but 
you  must  not  suppose  aU  the  Brahmins  are  priests.  It  is  from  among 
the  Brahmins  that  the  priests  are  chosen ;  as  among  the  Jews  it  was 
from  the  tribe  of  Levi  the  fiunily  of  Aaron  was  chosen  for  the 
priesthood. 

"  A  mundapum,  or  porch,  of  which  literally  thousands  are  to  be 
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found  in  India,  is  composed  of  eight  stones,  say  eight  feet  loog  and 
about  two  feet  square.  Take  fonr  of  these  and  put  them  upright  in 
the  ground,  lay  ike  other  four  along  the  top  to  form  a  roo^  and  you 
have  a  mundapum;  and  whether  of  immense  size  and  beautifully 
curved,  or  quite  plain,  the  shape  and  form  are  the  same. 

*^  In  the  yiew  before  you  each  group  of  horses,  animals,  and  figures 
are  cut  out  of  one  block  of  granite,  fifteen  feet  high,  and  it  forms  the 
front  of  one  of  the  mundapa  in  the  Seringum  temple.  The  Teppa 
Eolum,  or  tank,  which  you  see  in  this  view,  is  also  in  the  Seringum 
temple,  and  is  the  third  part  of  a  Hindoo  temple,  as  already  men- 
tioned. At  a  festival  in  January  the  god  is  put  on  a  boat,  and  drawn 
twenty-one  times  round  the  pavilion  which  you  see  in  the  middle, 
the  Nautch  girls  dancing  and  the  band  playing. 

"  Madura,  the  Rome  of  the  Hindoos,  is  the  next  place  to  visit. 
Here  we  find  the  celebrated  Puthu  Mundapum,  built  by  Trimul  Nayak, 
the  last  king  of  Madura.  He  asked  the  god  to  come  and  pay  him  a 
visit ;  and  £e  answer  was,  he  had  no  house  fit  to  receive  him.  The 
king  erected  this  wonderful  building,  which  cost  one  million  sterling, 
and  took  twenty-two  years  to  complete.  It  is  333  feet  long,  by 
eighty-one  broad.  The  roof  is  supported  by  128  pillars,  each  of 
which  is  a  solid  block  of  granite  twenty-five  feet  high,  and  all  most 
beautifully  sculptured. 

"  You  have  heard  of  the  Juggernaut  car,  which  is  the  next  view. 
The  god,  besides  his  row  on  the  tank,  must  have  his  car  in  which 
he  is  drawn  about  on  a  certain  day  every  year.  The  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  neighbouring  villages  assembles;  the  god  is  brought 
out,  covered  with  jewels,  and  being  carried  to  the  top  of  the  car  by 
means  of  an  inside  staircase,  the  enormous  ropes  are  attached,  and 
being  seized  by  thousands  of  men,  the  ponderous  mass  begins  slowly 
to  move ;  and  what  with  the  shouting  of  the  men,  the  singing  of  the 
women,  and  the  dancing  of  the  Nautch  girls,  the  scene  is  one  never  to 
be  forgotten.  The  excitement  becomes  at  last  so  intense  that  one 
hardly  wonders  that  the  fanatics  become  absolutely  mad,  and  that  it 
is  with  difficulty  the  police,  appointed  by  the  government  for  the 
purpose,  can  restrain  them  from  throwing  themselves  on  their  backs 
on  tiie  ground,  and  opening  their  legs  permit  the  wheels  of  the  machine 
to  pass  over  l^eir  bodies,  welcoming  so  horrible  a  death  in  the  belief 
that  it  will  ensure  to  them  beatitude  hereafter. 

^  Farther  south  we  shall  see  the  Monolith  at  E^aloogoomulla,  which 
not  six  white  persons  have  ever  seen,  and  very  few  know  even  of  its 
existence.  For  some  reason  the  Brahmins  will  not  tell  anyone  of  its 
whereabouts ;  and  when  questioned  deny  all  knowledge  of  it.  It  is 
cut  out  of  a  solid  block  of  dark  granite,  and  stands  periectly  isolated. 
No  worship  of  any  sort  is  ever  performed  there,  and  it  is  not  known 
when  or  by  whom  it  was  erected  or  for  what  purpose. 

"  At  Tennevelly,  yet  feirther  south,  are  four  gigantic  figures, 
each  cut  out  of  a  soUd  block  of  a  dark  green  stone,  said  to  be  a  mixture 
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of  trapstone  and  homblend,  twenty  feet  high.  The  one  yon  see  is 
the  Kama  Deva,  or  Indian  Cnpid,  who  was  bom  with  a  bow  and  five 
arrows ;  and  on  asking  Brahma,  his  father,  for  what  purpose  these 
were  given  to  him,  was  told  that  to  him  was  given  the  power  to 
inflame  mankind  with  love,  and  thus  people  the  world.  He  thought 
he  would  try  his  arrows  first  on  Brahma,  and  the  result  was  he  was 
soon  blest  with  149,000  brothers  and  sisters. 

'^The  sacred  temple  of  Bamisseram  on  the  island  of  Paumben, 
situated  at  the  commencement  of  what  is  called  Adam's  bridge,  which 
is  said  formerly  to  have  joined  Ceylon  to  the  mainland.  The  story 
of  the  sanctity  of  this  island  and  temple  is  to  be  read  in  the 
'  Bamayana,'  a  Hindoo  poem  filling  a  very  large  volume ;  being  a 
history  of  the  battles  which  took  place  between  Bama  and  Havana, 
when  the  latter,  a  monster  with  ten  heads  and  one  hundred  arms,  carried 
off  Sita,  Bama's  wife.  The  temple  is  the  most  sacred  in  all  India,  not 
even  excepting  Benares.  It  is  here  the  pilgrim  ends  his  long  journey 
which  he  began  three  thousand  miles  away ;  and  no  one  who  does  not 
know  what  £idian  travel  is,  can  realize  what  the  pilgrim  suffers  in  this 
tedious  march,  without  mentioning  the  austerities  to  which  he  con- 
demns himself — such  as  prostrating  himself,  face  downwards,  in 
the  dust  at  the  end  of  every  mile.  Here  is  rest  at  last ;  and  as  he 
wanders  in  the  waning  light  through  these  sacred  precincts,  he  forgets 
all  he  has  undergone  in  the  remembrance  that  he  has  gained  his  goal, 
and  he  looks  forward  to  blessings  in  this  world  and  immediate  beati- 
tude after  death.  The  wonderful  corridors  of  the  temple  itself  are 
justly  considered  one  of  the  most  marvellous  exhibitions  of  human 
labour  to  be  found  anywhere;  their  aggregate  length  is  nearly 
four  thousand  feet ;  and  when  we  consider  that  &eir  section  is  that  of  a 
small  Gothic  church,  and  their  length  eight  times  that  of  our  largest 
cathedral,  that  all  the  pillars  are  of  granite  richly  carved,  and  observe 
the  variety  of  light  and  shade,  and  the  wonderful  effects  of  perspective 
in  the  long-drawn  aisles,  we  must  admit  that  they  form  an  ensemble 
surpassing  anything  of  its  class  to  be  found  elsewhere. 

^  In  Avadea  Oovill  we  find  again  the  hard  stone,  as  at  Tinnevelly, 
which  no  chisel  in  these  modem  days  can  be  made  to  cut.  The  temple 
is  small,  but  wonderfully  beautiful.  At  Tanjore  the  temple  is  one 
of  the  finest  and  richest  in  India,  but,  curious  to  say,  almost  entirely 
deserted :  it  is  celebrated  for  the  large  stone  bull  Nundi,  which  our 
engineers  compute  must  have  weighed  nearly  one  hundred  tons  before 
it  was  cut,  and  must  have  been  brought  five  hundred  miles,  as  there  is 
no  quarry  of  a  similar  stone  nearer. 

"  At  the  Seven  Pagodas,  near  Madras,  are  the  extraordinaTy  rocks 
which  have  been  so  beautifully  carved,  both  inside  and  out ;  but  by 
whom,  when,  or  for  what  purpose,  is  not  known.  The  whole  under- 
taking seems  to  have  been  begun  at  once  and  ceased  suddenly.  The 
bassi-relievi  round  the  sides  of  the  hollowed-out  rocks  are  as  fine,  if 
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not  finer,  than  anytliing  to  be  found  in  India.     There  also  is  the 
temple  on  the  seanahore,  supposed  to  be  all  that  remains  of  the  sub- 
merged city  of  Bali,  the  wildest  fiction  that  ever  was  invented ;  but 
nevertheless  immortalized  by  Southey  in  his  '  Curse  of  Eehama.'    Close 
by  are  the  Five  Baths,  as  they  are  called,  large  boulders  cut  into 
beautiful  little  temples,  said  to  be  the  only  BudcUiist  temples  in  India, 
the  other  remains  being  all  caves  as  at  Earlee,  where  we  see  one  of 
the  finest  of  them;  and  curiously  enough,  the  wood-work,  both  at  the 
entrance  and  also  at  the  farther  end,  date  from  the  time  of  the  original 
excavations,  probably  a  few  years  before  our  Saviour.     The  shape  of 
the  interior  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  early  Christian  churches,  the 
Dagoba  being  in  tibe  place  of  the  altar.     At  Tarputy,  140  miles  north  of 
Madras,  we  find  again  the  same  stone  as  at  Avadea  Covill  and 
Tinnevelly,  and  here  even  more  marvellously  sculptured.     The  bases 
of  what  were  splendid  Gopura,  but  now  in  ruins,  are  covered  with  a 
profusion  of  beautifully-executed  figures,  flowers,  and  animals,  such  as 
a  Hindoo  could  alone  have  attempted.    Next  comes  the  city  of 
Yijianuggur,  which  formerly  covered  seven  square  miles,  and  which 
has  now  almost  entirely  disappeared,  leaving  only  two  small  temples 
as  records  of  its  former  grandeur.     This  city  defied  for  two  hundred 
years  the  power  of  the  Mahomedans,  whose  capital,  Beejapoor,  is  very 
interesting  to  visit  on  account  of  the  tombs  of  its  kings,  which  alone 
in  like  manner  remain  to  attest  its  magnificence.   In  this  city  each  king 
built  his  own  tomb  during  his  lifetime;  a  plan  which  had  the  one  disad- 
vantage, that  if  the  king  died  before  it  was  half  finished  it  remained  in 
the  same  state  for  ever.    The  verandah  round  the  mausoleum  of  Ibrahim 
Shah  is  as  fine  as  anything  to  be  found  in  the  East ;  and,  when  the  azure 
colouring  was  fresh,  the  contrast  between  it  and  the  gilt  letters  and  the 
outer  frune  of  the  grey  granite,  must  have  been  grand  indeed.     The 
whole  of  the  Koran  has  been  engraved  on  the  walls  of  this  tomb. 
Over  the  windows  the  stone  has  been  pierced,  and  the  Arabic  letters 
alone  left,  which  are  so  well  done  and  perfect  as  to  be  easily  legible 
by  anyone  even  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  language.      Whether 
this  marvellous  exhibition  of  skill  and  patient  indus^,  or  the  window 
of  the  mosque  at  Ahmedabad,  or  the  screen  round  the  Taj  at  Agra, 
bears  off  the  palm,  is  a  question  very  hard  to  answer." 

In  conclusion,  Captain  Lyon  devoted  a  few  words  to  the  Jain 
religion :  "  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  founder  of  this  religion, 
Mahavira,  was  the  preceptor  of  Buddha,  and  that  the  cause  of  tiieir 
separation  was  that  Mahavira  tried  to  persuade  his  disciples  that  they 
should  go  about  in  a  state  of  nudity.  Buddha  saw  at  once  that  such  a 
precept  could  not  practically  become  popular,  and  the  result  was  their 
quarrel,  and  Buddha  became  the  founder  of  the  religion  which,  even 
at  this  day,  numbers  more  disciples  than  all  the  religions  of  the  West, 
while  the  Jains  for  a  time  seemed  almost  to  have  disappeared,  to 
reappear  in  small  numbers  again,  when  the  Buddhists  were  driven  by 
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ihe  Brahminical  faith  out  of  India.  There  are  three  or  four  small 
colonies  of  them  now  scattered  about,  and  at  Bombay  they  are  very 
rich,  and  have  built  on  a  hill  they  have  purchased  in  Goozerat  some 
very  beautiful  temples.  They  are  a  quiet  and  very  hard-working 
race  of  men,  and  their  religion  is  one  of  the  very  best  in  India ;  their 
Bible,  the  Ealpa  Sutra,  being  as  practically  good  as  the  Koran." 

[E.  D.  L.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  April  4,  1873. 

Sib  Hxnbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbofebbob  Ttndall,  LL.D.  F.B.S. 

Some  GbBervations  on  Niagara, 

It  is  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  reading  books  about  natural  scenery 
that  they  fill  the  mind  with  pictures,  often  exaggerated,  often  distorted, 
often  blurred,  and  even  when  well  drawn  injurious  to  the  freshness 
of  first  impressions.  Such  has  been  the  fate  of  most  of  us  with  regard 
to  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  There  was  little  accuracy  in  the  estimates 
of  the  first  observers  of  the  cataract  Startled  by  an  exhibition  of 
power  so  novel  and  so  grand,  emotion  leaped  beyond  the  control  of  the 
judgment,  and  gave  currency  to  notions  regarding  the  waterfall  which 
have  often  led  to  disappointment 

A  record  of  a  voyage  in  1585  by  a  French  mariner  named  Jacques 
Gartier,  contains,  it  is  said,  the  first  printed  allusion  to  Niagara.  In 
1603  the  first  map  of  the  distinct  was  constructed  by  a  Frenchman  named 
Champlain.  In  1648  the  Jesuit  Bageneau,  in  a  letter  to  his  superior 
at  Paris,  mentions  Niagara  as  ''  a  cataract  of  frightful  height.'-  *  In 
the  winter  of  1678  and  1679  the  cataract  was  visited  by  Father 
Hennepin,  and  described  in  a  book  dedicated  "  to  the  "King  of  Great 
Britain."  He  gives  a  drawing  of  the  waterfall,  which  diows  that 
serious  changes  have  taken  place  since  his  time.  He  describes  it  as 
^  a  great  and  prodigious  cadence  of  water,  to  which  the  universe  does 
not  ofifer  a  paralleL  The  height  of  the  fall,  according  to  Hennepin, 
was  more  than  600  feet.  ^  The  waters,"  he  says,  "  which  fall  from 
this  great  precipice  do  foam  and  boil  in  the  most  astonishing  manner, 
making  a  noise  more  terrible  than  that  of  thunder.  When  the  wind 
blows  to  the  south  its  frightful  roaring  may  be  heard  for  more  than 
fifteen  leagues."  The  Baron  la  Hontan,  who  visited  Niagara  in  1687, 
makes  theheight  800  feet.  In  1721  Charlevois,  in  a  letter  to  Madame 
de  Maintenon,  after  referring  to  the  exaggerations  of  his  predecessors, 
'  thus  states  the  result  of  his  own  observations : — ^  For  my  part,  after 
examining  it  on  all  sides,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  cannot  allow 
it  less  than  140  or  150  feet," — a  remarkably  dose  estimate.    At  that 

*  From  an  interesting  little  book  presented  to  me  at  Brooklyn  by  its  author, 
Mr.  Holly,  some  of  these  data  are  dcorived:  Hennepin,  Ealm,  Bakewell,  Lyell, 
Hall,  and  others  I  have  myself  eonsnlted. 

Vol.  VII.    (Na  59.)  a 
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time,  viz.  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  it  liad  the  shape  of  a  horse- 
shoe, and  reasons  will  subsequently  be  given  for  holding  that  this 
has  been  always  the  form  of  the  cataract  from  its  origin  to  its  present 
site. 

As  regards  the  noise  of  the  cataract,  Charlevois  declares  the 
accounts  of  his  predecessors,  which,  I  may  say,  are  repeated  to  the 
present  hour,  to  be  altogether  extraTagant.  He  is  perfectly  right. 
The  thunders  of  Niagara  are  formidable  enough  to  those  who  reaJly 
seek  them  at  the  base  of  the  Horseshoe  Fall ;  but  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  particularly  above  the  fall,  its  silence,  rather  than  its 
noise,  is  surprising.  This  arises,  in  part,  from  the  lack  of  resonance ; 
the  surrounding  country  being  flat,  and  therefore  furnishing  no 
echoing  surfaces  to  reinforce  the  shock  of  the  water.  The  resonance 
from  the  surrounding  rocks  causes  the  Swiss  Beuss  at  the  Devil's 
Bridge,  when  full,  to  thunder  more  loudly  than  the  Niagara. 

On  Friday,  the  1st  of  November,  1872,  just  before  reaching  the 
village  of  Niagara  Falls,  I  caught,  from  the  railway  train,  my  first 
glimpse  of  the  smoke  of  the  cataract.  Immediately  after  my  arrival 
I  went  with  a  friend  to  the  northern  end  of  the  Ajnerican  Fall.  It 
may  be  that  my  mood  at  the  time  toned  down  the  impression  pro- 
duced by  the  first  aspect  of  this  grand  cascade ;  but  I  felt  nothing  like 
disappointment,  knowing,  from  old  experience,  that  time  and  close 
acquaintanceship,  the  gradual  interweaving  of  mind  and  nature, 
must  powerfully  infiuence  my  final  estimate  of  the  scene.  After 
dinner  we  crossed  to  Goat  Island,  and  turning  to  the  right,  reached 
the  southern  end  of  the  American  Fall.  The  river  is  here  studded 
with  small  islands.  Crossing  a  wooden  bridge  to  Luna  Island,  and 
clasping  a  tree  which  grows  near  its  edge,  I  looked  long  at  the  cata- 
ract, which  here  shoots  down  the  precipice  like  an  avalanche  of  foam. 
It  grew  in  power  and  beauty  as  I  gazed  upon  it.  The  channel,  spanned 
by  the  wooden  bridge,  was  deep,  and  tiie  river  there  doubled  over 
the  edge  of  the  precipice  like  the  swell  of  a  muscle,  unbroken.  The 
ledge  here  overhangs,  the  water  being  poured  out  fiur  beyond  the  base 
of  the  precipice.  A  space,  called  tiie  Cave  of  the  Winds,  is  thus 
enclosed  between  the  wall  of  rock  and  the  cataract. 

Goat  Island  terminates  in  a  sheer  dry  precipice,  which  connects 
the  American  and  the  Horseshoe  Falls.  Midway  between  both  is 
a  wooden  hut,  the  residence  of  the  guide  to  the  Cave  of  the  Winds, 
and  from  the  hut  a  winding  staircase,  called  Biddle's  Stair,  descends 
to  the  base  of  the  precipice.  On  the  evening  of  mv  arrival  I  went 
down  this  stair,  and  wandered  along  the  bottom  of  the  cliff.  One 
well-known  factor  in  the  formation  and  retreat  of  the  cataract  was 
immediately  observed.  A  thick  layer  of  limestone  formed  the  upper 
portion  of  the  cliff  This  rested  upon  a  bed  of  soft  shale,  which 
extended  round  the  base  of  the  cataract.  The  violent  recoil  of  the 
water  against  this  yielding  substance  crumbles  it  away,  undermining 
the  ledge  above,  which,  unsupported,  eventually  breaks  off,  and  pro- 
duces the  observed  recession. 
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At   the   southern  extremity  of  the  Horseshoe  is  a  promontory, 
formed  by  the  doubling  back  of  the  gorge,  excavated  by  the  cataract, 
and  into  which  it  plunges.     On  the  promontory  stands  a  stone  build- 
ing, called  the  Terrapin  Tower,  the  door  of  which  had  been  nailed  up 
because  of  the  decay  of  the  staircase  within  it.     Through  the  kind* 
nesB  of  Mr.  Townsend,  the  superintendent  of  Goat  Island,  the  door 
was  opened  for  me.    From  this  tower,  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  at 
some  honrs  of  the  night,  I  watched  and  listened  to  the  Horseshoe 
FalL     The  river  here  is  evidently  much  deeper  than  the  American 
branch;  and  instead  of  bursting  into  foam  where  it  quits  the  ledge,  it 
bends  solidly  over  and  falls  in  a  continuous  layer  of  the  most  vivid 
green.     The  tint  is  not  uniform  but  varied ;  long  stripes  of  deeper 
hue  alternating  with  bands  of  brighter  colour.    Close  to  the  ledge 
over  which  the  water  rolls,  foam  is  generated,  the  light  Mling  upon 
which  and  flashing  back  from  it,  is  sifted  in  its  passage  to  and  fro, 
and  changed  from  white  to  emerald  green.     Heaps  of  superficial  foam 
are  also  formed  at  intervals  alojdg  the  ledge,  and  immediately  drawn 
down  in  long  white  strisB.*    Lower  down,  the  surface,  shaken  by  the 
reaction  from  below,  incessantly  rustles  into  whiteness.     The  descent 
Anally  resolves  itself  into  a  rhythm,  the  water  reaching  the  bottom 
of  the  fall  in  periodic  gushes.    Nor  is  the  spray  uniformly  diffused 
through  the  air,  but  is  wafted  through  it  in  successive  veils  of  gauze- 
like texture.     From  all  this  it  is  evident  that  beauty  is  not  absent 
from  the  Horseshoe  Fall,  but  majesty  is  its  chief  attribute.     The 
plunge  of  the  water  is  not  wild,  but  deliberate,  vast,  and  fascinating. 
From  the  Terrapin  Tower,  the  adjacent  arm  of  the  Horseshoe  is  seen 
projected  against  the  opposite  one,  midway  down ;  to  the  imagination, 
therefore,  is  left  the  picturing  of  the  gulf  into  which  the  cataract 
plunges. 

The  delight  which  natural  scenery  produces  in  some  minds  is 
difficult  to  explain,  and  the  conduct  which  it  prompts  can  hardly  be 
&irly  criticised  by  those  who  have  never  experienced  it.  It  seems 
to  me  a  deduction  from  the  completeness  of  the  celebrated  Thomas 
.  Toung,  that  he  was  unable  to  appreciate  natural  scenery.  "He 
had  r^ly,"  says  Dean  Peacock,  *^  no  taste  for  life  in  the  country ; 
he  was  one  of  tiiose  who  thought  that  no  one  who  was  able  to  live  in 
London  would  be  content  to  live  elsewhere."  Well,  Dr.  Young,  like 
Dr.  Johnson,  had  a  right  to  his  delights;  but  I  can  understand  a 
hesitation  to  accept  them,  high  as  they  were,  to  the  exclusion  of 

"  That  o'erflowing  joy  which  Nature  yields 
To  her  true  lovers." 

To  all  who  are  of  this  mind,  the  strengthening  of  desire  on  my  part 
to  see  and  know  Niagara  Falls,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be 
seen  and  known,  will  be  intelligible.- 

On  the  first  evening  of  my  visit,  I  met,  at  the  head  of  Biddle's 

*  The  direction  of  the  wind  with  reference  to  the  course  of  a  ship  may  be 
inferred  with  accuracy  from  the  foam-streaks  on  the  surface  of  the  sea. 
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Stair,  the  guide  to  the  Cave  of  the  Winds.  He  was  in  the  prime  of 
manhood — ^large,  well  built,  finn  and  pleasant  in  mouth  and  eye.  My 
interest  in  the  scene  stirred  up  his,  and  made  him  oommunicative. 
Turning  to  a  photograph,  he  described,  by  reference  to  it,  a  feat  which 
he  bad  accomplished  some  time  previously,  and  which  had  brought  him 
almost  under  the  green  water  of  the  Horseshoe  Fall.  "  Can  you  lead 
me  there  to-morrow  ?  "  I  asked.  He  eyed  me  inquiringly,  weighing, 
perhaps,  the  chances  of  a  man  of  light  build  and  with  gray  in  his 
whiskers  in  such  an  undertaking.  '*I  wish,"  I  added,  '<  to  see  as 
much  of  the  fall  as  can  be  seen,  and  where  you  lead  I  will  endeavoor 
to  follow."  His  scrutiny  relaxed  into  a  smile,  and  he  said,  <'  Very 
well ;  I  shall  be  ready  for  you  to-morrow." 

On  the  morrow,  accordingly,  I  came.  In  the  hut  at  the  head  of 
Biddle*s  Stair  I  stripped  wholly,  and  re-dressed  according  to  instmo- 
tions, — drawing  on  two  pairs  of  woollen  pantaloons,  three  woollen 
jackets,  two  pairs  of  socks,  and  a  pair  of  felt  shoes.  Even  if  wet,  my 
guide  urged  that  the  clothes  would  keep  me  from  being  chilled ;  and 
he  was  right.  A  suit  and  hood  of  yellow  oilcloth  covered  all.  Most 
laudable  precautions  were  taken  by  the  young  assistant  of  the  guide 
to  keep  the  water  out ;  but  his  devices  broke  down  immediately  when 
severely  tested. 

We  descended  the  stair ;  the  handle  of  a  pitchfork  doing  in  my 
case  the  duty  of  an  alpenstock.  At  the  bottom  my  guide  inquired 
whether  we  should  go  first  to  the  Cave  of  the  Winds,  or  to  the  Horse- 
shoe, remarking  that  the  latter  would  try  us  most.  I  decided  to  get 
the  roughest  done  first,  and  he  turned  to  the  left  over  the  stones. 
They  were  sharp  and  trying.  The  base  of  the  first  portion  of  the 
cataract  is  covered  with  huge  boulders,  obviously  the  ruins  of  the 
limestone  ledge  above.  The  water  does  not  distribute  itself  uniformly 
among  these,  but  seeks  for  itself  channels  through  which  it  ponrs 
torrentially.  We  passed  some  of  these  with  wetted  feet,  but  without 
difficulty.  At  length  we  came  to  the  side  of  a  more  formidable  cur- 
rent. My  guide  walked  along  its  edge  until  he  reached  its  least  tur- 
bulent portion.  Halting,  he  said,  *<  This  is  our  greatest  difficulty ;  if 
we  can  cross  here,  we  shall  get  far  towards  the  Horseshoe." 

He  waded  in.  It  evidently  required  all  his  strength  to  steady 
him.  The  water  rose  above  his  loins,  and  it  foamed  stiU  higher.  He 
had  to  search  for  footing,  amid  unseen  boulders,  against  which  the 
torrent  rose  violently.  He  struggled  and  swayed,  but  he  struggled 
successfully,  and  finally  reached  fiie  shallower  water  at  the  other  side. 
Stretching  out  his  arm,  he  said  to  me,  '^  Now  come  on."  I  looked  down 
the  torrent  as  it  rushed  to  the  river  below  which  was  seething  with 
the  tumult  of  the  cataract.  De  Saussure  recommended  the  inspection 
of  Alpine  dangers  with  the  view  of  making  them  familiar  to  the  eye 
before  they  are  encountered ;  and  it  is  a  wholesome  custom  in  places 
of  difficulty  to  put  the  possibility  of  an  accident  clearly  before  the 
mind,  and  to  decide  beforehand  what  ought  to  be  done  should  the 
accident  occur.     Thus  wound  up  in  the  present  instance,  I  entered 
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the  water.  Even  where  it  was  not  more  than  knee-deep  its  power 
was  maniflBst.  As  it  rose  aronnd  me,  I  sought  to  split  the  torrent  by 
presenting  a  side  to  it ;  but  the  insecurity  of  the  footing  enabled  it  to 
grasp  the  loins,  twist  me  fidrly  round,  and  bring  its  impetus  to  bear 
upon  the  back.  Further  struggle  was  impossible ;  and  feeling  my 
balance  hopelessly  gone,  I  turned,  flung  myself  towards  the  bcmk  I 
had  just  qtiitteidi  and  was  instantly  swept  into  shallower  water. 

The  oildotib  covering  was  a  great  incumbrance ;  it  had  been  made 
for  a  much  stouter  man,  and  standing  upright  after  my  submersion, 
my  legB  occupied  the  centres  of  two  bags  of  water.  My  guide  ex- 
horted me  to  try  again.  Prudence  was  at  my  elbow,  whispering  dis- 
suasion ;  but  taking  everything  into  account,  it  appeared  more  immoral 
to  retreat  than  to  proceed.  Instructed  by  the  first  misadventure,  I 
once  more  entered  the  stream.  Had  the  alpenstock  been  of  iron  it 
might  have  helped  me ;  but  as  it  was,  the  tendency  of  the  water  to 
sweep  it  out  of  my  hands  rendered  it  worse  than  useless.  I,  however, 
dung  to  it  by  habit.  Again  the  torrent  rose,  and  again  I  wavered ; 
but  by  keeping  the  left  hip  well  against  it,  I  remained  upright,  and 
at  length  grasped  the  hand  of  my  leader  at  the  other  side.  He  laughed 
pleasantly.  The  first  victory  was  gained,  and  he  enjoyed  it.  "  No 
traveller,"  he  said,  "was  ever  here  before."  Soon  afterwards,  by 
trusting  to  a  piece  of  drift  wood  which  seemed  firm,  I  was  again 
taken  off  my  feet,  but  was  immediately  caught  by  a  protruding  rock. 

We  clambered  over  the  boulders  towards  the  thickest  spray,  which 
soon  became  so  weighty  as  to  cause  us  to  stagger  imder  its  shock.  For 
the  most  part  nothing  could  be  seen;  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
bewildering  tumult,  lashed  by  the  water,  which  sounded  at  times 
like  the  cracking  of  innumerable  whips.  Underneath  this  was  the 
deep  resonant  roar  of  the  cataract.  I  tried  to  shield  my  eyes  with 
my  hands,  and  look  upwards ;  but  the  defence  was  useless.  My 
guide  continued  to  move  on,  but  at  a  certain  place  he  halted,  and 
desired  me  to  take  shelter  in  his  lee  and  observe  the  cataract.  The 
spray  did  not  come  so  much  from  the  upper  ledge  as  from  the  rebound 
of  the  shattered  water  when  it  struck  the  bottom.  Hence  the  eyes 
could  be  protected  from  the  blinding  shock  of  the  spray,  while  the  line 
of  vision  to  the  upper  ledges  remained  to  some  extent  clear.  On  look- 
ing upwards  over  the  guide's  shoulder  I  could  see  the  water  bending 
over  the  ledge,  while  the  Terrapin  Tower  loomed  fitfully  through  the 
intermittent  spray  gusts.  We  were  right  under  the  tower.  A  little 
farther  on  the  cataract^  after  its  first  plunge,  hit  a  protuberance  some 
way  down,  and  flew  from  it  in  a  prodigious  burst  of  spray ;  through 
this  we  staggered.  We  rounded  the  promontory  on  which  the  Ter- 
rapin Tower  stands,  and  pushed,  amid  the  wildest  commotion,  along 
the  arm  of  the  Horseshoe,  until  the  boulders  failed  us,  and  the  cataract 
fell  into1;he  profound  gorge  of  the  Niagara  River. 

Here  my  guide  sheltered  me  again,  and  desired  me  to  look  up  ;  I 
did  so  and  could  see,  as  before,  the  green  gleam  of  the  mighty  curve 
sweeping  over  the  upper  lodge,  and  the  fitful  plunge  of  the  water  as 
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the  spray  between  us  and  it  alternately  gathered  and  disappeared. 
An  eminent  friend  of  mine  often  speaks  to  me  of  the  mistake  of 
those  physicians  who  regard  man's  ailments  as  purely  chemical,  to 
be  met  by  chemical  remedies  only.  He  contends  for  the  psychological 
element  of  cure.  By  agreeable  emotions,  he  says,  nervous  currents  axe 
liberated  which  stimulate  blood,  brain,  and  viscera.  The  influence 
rained  from  ladies'  eyes  enables  my  friend  to  thrive  on  dishes  which 
would  kill  him  if  eaten  alone.  A  sanative  effect  of  the  same  order 
I  experienced  amid  the  spray  and  thunder  of  Niagara.  Qaickened  bj 
the  emotions  there  aroused,  the  blood  sped  exultingly  through  the 
arteries,  abolishing  introspection,  clearing  the  heart  of  all  bitterness^ 
and  enabling  one  to  think  with  tolerance,  if  not  with  tenderness,  on 
the  most  relentless  and  unreasonable  foe.  Apart  ^m  its  scientific 
value,  and  purely  as  a  moral  agent,  the  play,  I  submit,  is  worth  the 
candle.  My  companion  knew  no  more  of  me  than  that  I  enjoyed  the 
wildness ;  but  as  I  bent  in  the  shelter  of  his  large  frame  he  said,  *^  I 
should  like  to  see  you  attempting  to  describe  all  this."  He  ri^tly 
thought  it  indescribable.  The  name  of  this  gallant  fellow  was 
Thomas  Conroy. 

We  returned,  clambering  at  intervals  up  and  down  so  as  to 
catch  glimpses  of  the  most  impressive  portions  of  the  cataract. 
We  ps^sed  under  ledges  formed  by  tabidar  masses  of  Umestone, 
and  through  some  curious  openings  formed  by  the  filing  together 
of  the  summits  of  the  rocks.  At  length  we  found  ourselves 
beside  our  enemy  of  the  morning.  My  guide  halted  for  a  minute  or 
two  scanning  the  torrent  thoughtfully.  I  said  that,  as  a  guide,  he 
ought  to  have  a  rope  in  such  a  place;  but  he  retorted  that,  as  no 
traveller  had  ever  thought  of  coming  there,  he  did  not  see  the 
necessity  of  keeping  a  rope.  He  waded  in.  The  struggle  to  keep 
himself  erect  was  evident  enough;  he  swayed,  but  recovered  him- 
self again  and  again.  At  length  he  slipped,  gave  way,  did  as  I 
had  done,  threw  himself  flat  in  the  water  towards  the  btmk,  and  was 
swept  into  the  shallows.  Standing  in  the  stream  near  its  edge,  he 
stretched  his  arm  towards  me.  I  retained  the  pitchfork  handle,  for  it 
had  been  useful  among  the  boulders.  By  wading  some  way  in,  the 
staff  could  be  made  to  reach  him,  and  I  proposed  his  seizing  it.  **  If 
you  are  sure,"  he  replied,  ^  that,  in  case  of  giving  way,  you  can  main- 
tain your  grasp,  then  I  will  certainly  hold  you."  I  waded  in,  and 
stretched  the  staff  to  my  companion.  It  was  firmly  grasped  by  both 
of  us.  Thus  helped,  though  its  onset  was  strong,  I  moved  safely 
across  the  torrent.  All  danger  ended  here.  We  afterwards  roamed 
sociably  among  the  torrents  and  boulders  below  the  Cave  of  the 
Winds.  The  rocks  were  covered  with  organic  slime  which  could  not 
have  been  walked  over  with  bare  feet,  but  the  felt  shoes  effectually 
prevented  slipping.  We  reached  the  cave  and  entered  it,  first  by  a 
wooden  way  carried  over  the  boulders,  and  then  along  a  narrow  ledge 
to  the  point  eaten  deepest  into  the  shale.  When  the  wind  is  from  the 
south,  the  fialling  water,  I  am  told,  can  be  seen  tranquilly  from  this 
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spot;  bat  when  we  were  there,  a  blinding  hurricane  of  spray  was 
whirled  against  ns.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  I  went  behind 
the  water  on  the  Canada  side,  which,  I  confess,  struck  me,  after  the 
experiences  of  the  morning,  as  an  imposture. 

Still  even  this  fall  is  exciting  to  some  nerves.  Its  effect  upon  him- 
self is  thus  vividly  described  by  Mr.  Bakewell,  jun. : — "  On  turning 
a  sharp  angle  of  the  rock,  a  sudden  gust  of  wind  met  us,  coming  from 
the  hollow  between  the  falls  and  the  rock,  which  drove  the  spray 
directly  in  our  fttces,  with  such  force  that  in  an  instant  we  were  wet 
through.  When  in  the  midst  of  this  shower-bath  the  shock  took  away 
my  breath ;  I  turned  back  and  scrambled  over  the  loose  stones  to 
escape  the  conflict.  The  guide  soon  followed,  and  told  me  that  I 
had  passed  the  worst  part.  With  that  assurance  I  made  a  second 
attempt ;  but  so  wild  and  disordered  was  my  imagination  that  when  I 
had  reached  half  way  I  could  bear  it  no  longer."* 

To  complete  my  knowledge  it  was  necessary  to  see  the  fall  from 
the  river  below  it,  and  long  negotiations  were  necessary  to  secure 
the  means  of  doing  so.  The  only  boat  fit  for  the  undertaking  had 
been  laid  up  for  the  winter;  but  this  difficulty,  through  the  kind 
intervention  of  Mr.  Townsend,  was  overcome.  The  main  one  was  to 
secure  oarsmen  sufficiently  strong  and  skilful  to  urge  the  boat  where 
I  wished  it  to  be  taken.  Tllb  son  of  the  owner  of  the  boat,  a  finely- 
built  young  fellow,  but  only  twenty,  and  therefore  not  sufficiently 
hardened,  was  willing  to  go ;  and  up  the  river  I  was  informed  there 
lived  another  man  who  would  do  anything  with  the  boat  which  strength 
and  daring  could  accomplish.  He  came.  His  figure  and  expression  of 
face  certainly  indicated  extraordinary  firmness  and  power.  On  Tues- 
day, the  5th  of  November,  we  started,  each  of  us  being  clad  in  oilcloth. 
The  elder  oarsman  at  once  assumed  a  tone  of  authority  over  his  com- 
panion, and  struck  immediately  in  amid  the  breakers  below  the  Ame- 
rican Fall.  He  hugged  the  cross  freshets  instead  of  striking  out  into 
the  smoother  water.  I  asked  him  why  he  did  so,  and  he  replied  that 
they  were  directed  ouiioards  not  downwards.  The  struggle,  however, 
to  prevent  the  bow  of  the  boat  from  being  turned  by  them,  was  often 
very  severe. 

The  spray  was  in  general  blinding,  but  at  times  it  disappeared  and 
yielded  noble  views  of  the  fall.  The  edge  of  the  cataract  is  crimped 
by  indentations  which  exalt  its  beauty.  Here  and  there,  a  little 
below  the  highest  ledge,  a  secondary  one  jets  out ;  the  water  strikes 
it  and  bursts  ^m  it  in  huge  protuberant  masses  of  foam  and  spray. 
We  passed  Qoat  Island,  came  to  the  Horseshoe,  and  worked  for  a 
time  along  the  base  of  it,  the  boulders  over  which  Conroy  and  myself 
had  scrambled  a  few  days  previously  lying  between  us  and  the  base. 
A  rock  was  before  us,  concealed  and  revealed  at  intervals,  as  the  waves 
passed  over  it.  Our  leader  tried  to  get  above  this  rock,  first  on  the 
outside  of  it.     The  water,  however,  was  here  in  violent  motion.    The 

♦  •  Mag.  of  Nat.  Hist./  1830,  pp.  121, 122. 
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men  struggled  fiercely,  the  older  one  ringing  oat  an  incessant  peal  of 
conunand  and  exhortation  to  the  younger.  As  we  were  just  clearing  the 
rock,  the  bow  came  obliquely  to  the  surge;  the  boat  was  turned  suddenly 
round  and  shot  with  astonishing  rapidity  down  the  river.  The  men 
returned  to  the  charge,  now  trying  to  get  up  between  tiie  half-con- 
cealed rock  and  the  boulders  to  the  left.  But  the  torrent  set  in 
strongly  through  this  channeL  The  tugging  was  quick  and  violent, 
but  we  made  little  way.  At  length,  seizing  a  rope,  the  principal 
oarsman  made  a  desperate  attempt  to  get  upon  one  of  the  boulders, 
hoping  to  be  able  to  drag  the  boat  throu^  the  channel ;  but  it  bumped 
60  violently  against  the  rock,  that  the  man  flung  himself  back  and 
relinquished  the  attempt. 

We  returned  along  the  base  of  the  American  Fall,  running  in  and 
out  among  the  currents  which  rushed  from  it  laterally  into  lite  river. 
Seen  from  below  the  American  Fall  is  certainly  exquisitely  beautiful, 
but  it  is  a  mere  Mil  of  adornment  to  its  nobler  neighbour  the  Horse- 
shoe. At  times  we  took  to  the  river,  from  the  centre  of  which  the 
Horseshoe  Fall  appeared  especially  magnificent.  A  streak  of  cloud 
across  the  neck  of  Mont  Blanc  can  double  its  apparent  height,  so  here 
the  green  summit  of  the  cataract  shining  above  the  smoke  of  spray 
appeared  lifted  to  an  extraordinary  elevation.  Had  Hennepin  and 
La  Hontan  seen  the  fall  from  this  position,  their  estimates  of  the 
height  would  have  been  perfectly  excusable. 

From  a  point  a  little  way  below  the  American  Fall,  a  ferry  crosses 
the  river  in  summer  to  the  Canadian  side.  Below  the  ferry  is  a  sus- 
pension bridge  for  carriages  and  foot-passengers,  and  a  mile  or  two 
lower  down  is  the  railway  suspension  bridge.  Between  the  ferry  and 
the  latter  the  river  Niagara  flows  unruffled;  but  at  the  suspension 
bridge  the  bed  steepens  and  the  river  quickens  its  motion.  Lower 
down  the  gorge  narrows  and  the  rapidity  and  turbulence  increase.  At 
the  place  called  the  '*  Whirlpool  Bapids  "  I  estimated  the  width  of  the 
river  at  300  feet,  an  estimate  confirmed  by  the  dwellers  on  the  spot. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  the  drainage  of  nearly  half  a  continont 
is  compressed  into  this  space,  the  impetuosity  of  the  river's  escape 
through  this  gorge  may  be  imagined.  Had  it  not  been  for  Mr. 
Bierstadt,  the  distinguished  photographer  of  Niagara,  I  should  have 
quitted  the  place  without  seeing  these  rapids ;  for  this,  and  for  his 
agreeable  company  to  the  spot,  I  have  to  thank  him.  From  the  edge 
of  the  cliff  above  the  rapids,  we  descended,  a  little  I  confess  to  a 
climber's  disgust,  in  an  <<  elevator,"  because  the  effects  are  best  seen 
from  the  water  leveL 

Two  kinds  of  motion  are  here  obviously  active,  a  motion  of  trans^ 
lation  and  a  motion  of  undulation — the  race  of  the  river  through  its 
gorge,  and  the  great  waves  generated  by  its  collision  with,  and 
rebound  from,  the  obstacles  in  its  way.  Li  the  middle  of  the  river  the 
rush  and  tossing  are  most  violent ;  at  all  events,  the  impetuous  force  of 
the  individual  waves  is  here  most  strikingly  displayed.  Vast  pyramidal 
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lieaps  leap  inoesaantly  from  the  river,  some  of  them  with  Buch  energy 
as  to  jerk  their  summits  into  the  air,  where  thej  hang  suspended  as 
bmidles  of  liquid  spherules.  The  sun  shone  for  a  few  minutes.  At 
times  the  wind  coming  up  the  river,  searched  and  sifted  the  spray, 
carrying  away  the  lighter  drops,  and  leaving  the  heavieiTones  behind. 
Wafted  in  the  proper  direction,  rainbows  appeared  and  disappeared 
fitfdUy  in  the  lighter  mist  In  other  directions  the  common  gleam  of 
the  sunshine  from  the  waves  and  their  shattered  crests  was  exqui- 
sitely beautiful.  The  complexity  of  the  action  was  still  further  illus- 
trated by  the  fistct,  that  in  some  cases,  as  if  by  the  exercise  of  a  local 
explosive  force,  the  drops  were  shot  radially  from  a  particular  centre, 
forming  around  it  a  kind  of  halo. 

The  first  impression,  and,  indeed,  the  current  explanation  of  these 
rapids  is,  that  the  cenlaral  bed  of  the  river  is  cumbered  with  large 
boulders,  and  that  the  jostling,  tossing,  and  wild  leaping  of  the  water 
there  are  due  to  its  impact  against  these  obstacles.  I  doubt  this 
explanation.  At  all  events,  there  is  another  sufficient  reason  to  be 
taken  into  account.  Boulders  derived  from  the  adjacent  cliffs  visibly 
cumber  the  sides  of  the  river.  Against  these  the  water  rises  and  sinks 
rhythmically  but  violently,  large  waves  being  thus  produced.  On  the 
generation  of  each  wave  there  is  an  immediate  compounding  of  the  wave 
motion  with  the  river  motion.  The  ridges,  which  in  still  water  would 
proceed  in  circular  curves  round  the  centre  of  disturbance,  cross  the 
river  obliquely,  and  the  result  is  that  at  the  centre  waves  commingle 
which  have  really  been  generated  at  the  sides.  In  the  first  instance 
we  had  a  composition  of  wave  motion  with  river  motion ;  here  we  have 
the  coalescence  of  waves  with  waves.  Where  crest  and  furrow  cross 
each  other,  the  motion  is  annulled ;  where  furrow  and  furrow  cross, 
the  river  is  ploughed  to  a  greater  depth ;  and  where  crest  and  crest 
aid  each  other,  we  have  that  astonishing  leap  of  the  water  which 
breaks  the  cohesion  of  the  crests,  and  tosses  them  shattered  into  the 
air.  From  the  water  level  the  cause  of  the  action  is  not  so  easily 
seen ;  but  from  the  summit  of  the  cliff  the  lateral  generation  of  the 
waves  and  their  propagation  to  the  centre  are  perfectly  obvious.  If 
this  explanation  be  correct,  the  phenomena  observed  at  the  Whirlpool 
Bapids  form  one  of  the  grandest  illustrations  of  the  principle  of  inter" 
ference.  The  Nile  "  cataract,"  Mr.  Huxley  informs  me,  offers  examples 
of  the  same  action. 

At  some  distance  below  the  Whirlpool  Eapids  we  have  the  cele- 
brated whirlpool  itself.  Here  the  river  makes  a  sudden  bend  to  the 
north-east,  forming  nearly  a  right  angle  with  its  previous  direction. 
The  water  strikes  the  concave  bank  with  great  force,  and  scoops  it 
incessantly  away.  A  vast  basin  has  been  thus  formed,  in  which  the 
sweep  of  the  river  prolongs  itself  in  gyratory  currents.  Bodies  and 
trees  which  have  come  over  the  falls  are  stated  to  circulate  here  for 
days  without  finding  the  outlet.  From  various  points  of  the  cliffs 
above  this  is  curiously  hidden.  The  rush  of  the  river  into  the  whirl- 
pool is  obvious  enough ;  and  though  you  imagine  the  outlet  must  be 
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visible,  if  one  existed,  you  cannot  find  it.  Turning,  however,  round 
the  1)end  of  the  precipice  to  the  north-east  the  outlet  oomes  into 
view. 

The  Niagara  season  had  ended;  the  chatter  of  sightseers  had 
ceased,  and  &e  scene  presented  itself  as  one  of  holy  seclusion  and 
beauty.  I  went  down  to  the  river's  edge,  where  the  weird  loneliness 
seemed  to  increase.  The  basin  is  enclosed  by  high  and  almost  pre- 
cipitous banks— covered,  when  I  was  there,  with  russet  woods.  A  kind 
of  mystery  attaches  itself  to  gyrating  water,  due  perhaps  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  to  some  extent  ignorant  of  the  direction  of  its  force.  It  is 
said  that  at  certain  points  of  the  whirlpool  pine-trees  are  sucked  down, 
to  be  ejected  mysteriously  elsewhere.  The  water  is  of  the  brightest 
emerald  green.  The  gorge  through  which  it  escapes  is  narrow,  and 
the  motion  of  the  river  swift  though  silent  The  sur£Bhce  is  steeply 
inclined,  but  it  is  perfectly  unbroken.  There  are  no  lateral  waves,  no 
ripples  with  their  breaking  bubbles  to  raise  a  murmur ;  while  the  depth 
is  here  too  great  to  allow  the  inequality  of  the  bed  to  ruffle  the  surface. 
Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  this  sloping  liquid  mirror  formed 
by  the  Niagara  in  sliding  from  the  whirlpool. 

The  green  colour  is,  I  think,  correctly  accounted  for  in  '  Hours 
of  Exercise  in  the  Alps.'  In  crossing  the  Atlantic  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  testing  the  explanation  there  given.  Looked 
properly  down  upon,  there  are  portions  of  the  ocean  to  which  we 
should  hardly  ascribe  a  trace  of  blue ;  at  the  most  a  hint  of  indigo 
reaches  the  eye.  The  water,  indeed,  is  practically  bZocA;,  and  this  is 
an  indication  both  of  its  depth  and  its  freedom  from  mechanically 
suspended  matter.  In  small  thicknesses  water  is  sensibly  transparent 
to  all  kinds  of  light ;  but  as  the  thickness  increases,  the  rays  of  low 
refrangibility  are  first  absorbed,  and  after  them  the  other  rays.  Where, 
therefore,  the  water  is  very  deep  and  very  pure,  all  the  colours  are 
absorbed,  and  such  water  ought  to  appear  black,  as  no  light  is  sent 
from  its  interior  to  the  eye.  The  approximation  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
to  this  condition  is  an  indication  of  its  extreme  purity. 

Throw  a  white  pebble  into  such  water;  as  it  sinks  it  becomes 
greener  and  greener,  and,  before  it  disappears,  it  reaches  a  vivid  blue 
green.  Break  such  a  pebble  into  fragments,  each  of  these  will  behave 
like  the  unbroken  mass ;  grind  the  pebble  to  powder,  every  particle 
will  yield  its  modicum  of  green ;  and  if  the  particles  be  so  fine  as  to 
remain  suspended  in  the  water,  the  scattered  light  will  be  a  uniform 
green.  Hence  the  greenness  of  shoal  water.  You  go  to  bed  with  the 
black  Atlantic  around  you*  You  rise  in  the  morning  and  find  it  a 
vivid  green ;  and  you  correctly  infer  that  you  are  crossing  the  bank 
of  Newfoundland.  Such  water  is  found  charged  with  fine  matter  in 
a  state  of  mechanical  suspension.  The  light  from  the  bottom  may 
sometimes  come  into  play,  but  it  is  not  necessary.  A  storm  can  render 
the  water  muddy  by  rendering  the  particles  too  numerous  and  gross. 
Such  a  case  occurred  towards  the  close  of  my  visit  to  Niagara.  There 
had  been  rain  and  storm  in  the  upper-lake  regions,  and  the  quantity 
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of  BUBpended  matter  brought  down  quite  extinguislied  the  fascinating 
green  of  the  Horseshoe. 

Nothing  can  be  more  superb  than  the  green  of  the  Atlantic  waves 
when  the  ciroumstanoes  are  favourable  to  the  exhibition  of  the  colour. 
As  long  as  a  wave  remains  unbroken  no  colour  appears;  but  when  the 
foam  just  doubles  over  the  crest  like  an  Alpine  snow-cornice,  under 
the  cornice  we  often  see  a  display  of  tho  most  exquisite  green.  It  is 
metallic  in  its  brilliancy.  But  the  foam  is  necessary  to  its  production. 
The  foam  is  first  illuminated,  and  it  scatters  the  light  in  all  directions ; 
the  light  which  passes  through  the  higher  portion  of  the  wave  alone 
reaches  the  eye,  and  gives  to  that  portion  its  matchless  colour.  The 
folding  of  the  wave,  producing,  as  it  does,  a  series  of  longitudinal  pro- 
tuberances and  furrows  which  act  like  cylindrical  lenses,  introduces 
variations  in  the  intensity  of  the  light,  and  materially  enhances  its 
beauty. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  genesis  and  proximate  destiny  of 
the  Falls  of  Niagara.  We  may  open  our  way  to  this  subject  by  a 
few  preliminary  remarks  upon  erosion.  Time  and  intensity  are  the 
main  factors  of  geologic  change,  and  they  are  in  a  certain  sense  con- 
vertible. A  feeble  force  acting  through  long  periods,  and  an  intense 
force  acting  through  short  ones,  may  produce  approximately  the  same 
results.  To  Dr.  Hooker  I  have  been  indebted  for  some  samples  of 
stones,  the  first  examples  of  which  were  picked  up  by  Mr.  Hackworth 
on  the  shores  of  Lyell's  Bay,  near  Wellmgton,  in  New  Zealand,  and 
described  by  Mr.  Travers  in  the  Transactions  of  the  New  Zealand 
Institute.  Unacquainted  with  their  origin,  you  would  certainly  ascribe 
their  forms  to  human  workmanship.  They  resemble  flint  knives  and 
spear-heads,  being  apparently  chiselled  off  into  facets  with  as  much 
attention  to  symmetry  as  if  a  tool  guided  by  human  intelligence  had 
passed  over  them.  But  no  human  instrument  has  been  brought  to 
bear  upon  these  stones.  They  have  been  wrought  into  their  present 
shape  by  the  windblown  sand  of  Lyell's  Bay.  Two  winds  are  dominant 
here,  and  they  in  succession  urged  the  sand  against  opposite  sides  of 
the  stone ;  every  little  particle  of  sand  chipped  away  its  infinitesimal 
bit  of  stone,  and  in  the  end  sculptured  these  singular  forms.* 

*  "  These  stones,  which  have  a  strong  resemblance  to  works  of  human  art,  occnr 
in  great  abtmcUnce,  and  of  various  sizes,  from  half-an-inch  to  several  inches  in 
length.  A  large  number  were  exhibited  showing  the  various  forms,  which  are 
those  of  wedges,  knives,  arrow-heads,  &c.,  and  all  with  sharp  cutting  edges. 

"  Mr.  Travers  explained  that,  notwithstanding  their  artificial  appearance,  these 
stones  were  formed  by  the  cutting  action  of  the  wind-driven  saud  as  it  passed  to 
and  fro  over  an  exposed  boulder-bank.  He  gave  a  minute  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  varieties  of  form  are  produced,  and  referred  to  the  effect  which  the 
erosive  action  thus  indicated  would  have  on  railway  and  other  works  executed  on 
sandy  tracts. 

**  Dr.  Hector  stated  that  although,  as  a  group,  tlie  specimens  on  the  table  could 
not  well  be  misttiken  for  artificial  productions,  still  tho  forms  arc  so  peculiar,  and 
the  edges,  in  a  few  of  them,  so  perfect,  that  if  they  were  discovered  associated  with 
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The  Sphynx  of  Egypt  ig  nearly  covered  up  by  the  sand  of  tho 
desert.  The  neck  of  the  Sphynx  is  partly  cnt  across,  not,  as  I  am 
assured  by  Mr.  Huxley,  by  ordinary  weathering,  but  by  the  eroding 
action  of  the  fine  sand  blown  against  it.  In  these  cases  nature  fur- 
nishes us  with  hints  which  may  be  -taken  advantage  of  in  art ; 
and  this  action  of  sand  has  been  recently  turned  to  extraordinary 
account  in  the  United  States.  When  in  Boston,  I  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Josiah  Quincey  to  see  the  action  of  the  sand-blast,  A  kind  of 
hopper  containing  fine  silicious  sand  was  connected  with  a  reservoir  of 
compressed  air,  the  pressure  being  variable  at  pleasure.  The  hopper 
ended  in  a  long-slit,  from  which  the  sand  was  blown.  A  plate  of 
glass  was  placed  beneath  this  slit,  and  caused  to  pass  slowly  under  it ; 
it  came  out  perfectly  depolished,  with  a  bright  opalescent  glimmer, 
such  as  could  only  be  produced  by  the  most  careful  grinding.  Every 
little  particle  of  sand  urged  against  the  glass,  having  all  its  energy 
concentrated  on  the  point  of  impact,  formed  there  a  little  pit,  the 
depolished  surface  consisting  of  innumerable  hollows  of  this  descrip- 
tion. But  this  was  not  all.  By  protecting  certain  portions  of  the 
surface  and  exposing  others,  figures  and  tracery  of  any  required  form 
could  be  etched  upon  the  glass.  The  figures  of  open  iron-work  could 
be  thus  copied ;  while  wire  gauze  placed  over  the  glass  produced  a 
reticulated  pattern.  But  it  required  no  such  resisting  substance  as 
iron  to  shelter  the  glass.  The  patterns  of  the  finest  lace  could  be  thus 
reproduced ;  the  delicate  filaments  of  the  lace  itself  offering  a  sufficient 
protection.  All  these  effects  have  been  obtained  with  a  simple  model 
of  the  sand-blast  devised  for  me  by  my  assistant.  A  fraction  of  a 
minute  suf&ces  to  etch  upon  glass  a  rich  and  beautiful  lace  pattern. 
Any  yielding  substance  may  be  employed  to  protect  the  glass.  By 
immediately  diffusing  the  shock  of  the  particle,  such  substances  prac- 
tically destroy  the  local  erosive  power.  The  hand  can  bear  without 
inconvenience  a  sand-shower  which  would  pulverize  glass.  Etchings 
executed  on  glass  with  suitable  kinds  of  ink  are  accurately  worked 
out  by  the  sand-blast.  In  fact,  within  certain  limits,  the  harder  the 
surface,  the  greater  is  the  concentration  of  the  shock,  and  the  more 
effectual  is  the  erosion.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  sand  should  be 
the  harder  substance  of  the  two;  corundum,  for  example,  is  much 
harder  than  quartz ;  still,  quartz-sand  can  not  only  depolish,  but 
actually  blow  a  hole  through  a  plate  of  corundum.  Nay,  glass  may 
be  depolisEed  by  the  impact  of  fine  shot;  the  grains  in  this  case 
bruising  the  glass  before  they  have  time  to  flatten  and  turn  their 
energy  into  heat. 

And  here,  in  passing,  we  may  tie  together  one  or  two  apparently 
unrelated  facts.  Supposing  you  turn  on,  at  the  lower  part  of  a  house, 
a  cock  which  is  fed  by  a  pipe  from  a  cistern  at  the  top  of  the  house, 
the  column  of  water,  from  the  cistern  downwards,  is  set  in  motion. 

human  works,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  have  been  referred  to  the  so-called 
*  stone  period.'" — Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Wellington  Philosophical  Society , 
Feb.  9, 1869. 
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By  ttLming  off  the  cook,  this  motion  is  stopped ;  and  when  the  torning 
off  is  very  sudden,  the  pipe,  if  not  strong,  may  be  burst  by  the 
internal  impact  of  the  water.  By  distributing  the  turning  of  the 
cock  over  half  a  second  of  time,  the  shock  and  danger  of  rupture 
may  be  entirely  avoided.  We  have  here  an  example  of  the  concen- 
tration of  energy  in  time.  The  sand-blast  illustrates  the  concentration 
Of  energy  in  space.  The  action  of  flint  and  steel  is  an  illustration  of 
the  same  principle.  The  heat  required  to  generate  the  spark  is  intense, 
and  the  mechanical  action  being  moderate,  must,  to  produce  fire,  be 
in  the  highest  degree  concentrated.  This  concentration  is  secured 
by  the  collision  of  hard  substances.  CalcHspar  will  not  supply  the 
place  of  flint,  nor  lead  the  place  of  steel  in  the  production  of  Are 
by  collision.  With  the  softer  substances,  the  total  heat  produced  may 
be  greater  than  with  the  hard  ones,  but  to  produce  the  spark,  the  heat 
must  be  intensely  localized. 

But  we  can  go  far  beyond  the  mere  depolishing  of  glass ;  indeed, 
I  have  already  said  that  quartzHsand  can  wear  a  hole  through  corun- 
dum. This  leads  me  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  General 
Tilghman,*  who  is  the  inventor  of  the  sand-blast.  To  his  sponta- 
neous kindness  I  am  indebted  for  some  beautiful  illustrations  of  his 
process.  In  one  thick  plate  of  glass  a  figure  has  been  worked  out  to  a 
depth  of  fths  of  an  inch.  A  second  plate, 'fths  of  an  inch  thick,  is 
entirely  perforated.  Through  a  circular  plate  of  marble,  nearly  half 
an  inch  thick,  open  work  of  the  most  intricate  and  elaborate  descrip- 
tion has  been  executed.  It  would  probably  take  many  days  to  per- 
form this  work  by  any  ordinary  process ;  with  the  sand-blast  it  was 
accomplished  in  an  hour.  So  much  for  the  strength  of  the  blast ; 
its  delicacy  is  illustrated  by  a  beautiful  example  of  line  engraving, 
etched  on  glass  by  means  of  the  blast.t 

This  power  of  erosion,  so  strikingly  displayed  when  sand  is  urged 
by  air,  renders  us  better  able  to  conceive  its  action  when  urged  by 
water.  The  erosive  power  of  a  river  is  vastly  augmented  by  the 
solid  matter  carried  along  with  it.  Sand  or  pebbles  caught  in  a  river 
vortex  can  wear  away  the  hardest  rock ;  ^  potholes  "  and  deep  cylin- 
drical shafts  being  thus  produced.  An  extraordinary  instance  of  this 
kind  of  erosion  is  to  be  seen  in  the  Yal  Toumanche,  above  the  village 
of  this  name.  The  gorge  at  Handeck  has  been  thus  cut  out.  Such 
waterfalls  were  once  frequent  in  the  valleys  of  Switzerland^  for  hardly 

*  The  absorbent  power,  if  I  may  use  the  phzase,  exerted  by  the  industrial  aris 
in  the  United  States,  is  forcibly  iUustrated  by  the  rapid  transfer  of  men  like  Mr. 
Tilghman  from  the  life  of  the  soldier  to  that  of  the  civilian.  General  McOlellan, 
now  a  civil  engineer,  whom  I  had  the  honour  of  frequently  meeting  in  New  York, 
is  a  most  eminent  example  of  the  same  kind.  At  the  end  of  the  war,  indeed,  a 
million  and  a  half  of  men  were  thus  drawn,  in  an  astonishingly  short  time,  from 
militaiy  to  civil  life.  It  is  obvious  that  a  nation  with  these  tendencies  can  have 
no  desire  for  war. ' 

t  The  sand-blast  will  be  in  operation  this  year  at  the  Kensington  International 
Exhibition. 
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any  valley  is  without  one  or  more  transverse  barriers  of  resisting 
material,  over  which  the  river  flowing  through  the  valley  onoe  fell 
as  a  cataract.  Near  Pontresina  in  the  Engadin,  there  is  such  a  case ; 
the  hard  gneiss  being  now  worn  away  to  form  a  gorge  through  which 
the  river  from  the  Morteratsch  glacier  rushes.  The  barrier  of  the 
Eirchet  above  Meyringen  is  also  a  case  in  point.  Behind  it  was  a 
lake,  derived  from  the  glacier  of  the  Aar,  and  over  the  barrier  the  lake 
poured  its  excess  of  water.  Here  the  rock  being  limestone  was  in 
great  part  dissolYcd ;  but  added  to  this  we  had  the  action  of  the  sand 
particles  carried  along  by  the  water,  each  of  which,  as  it  struck  the 
rock,  chipped  it  away  like  the  particles  of  the  sand-blast.  Thus  by 
solution  and  mechanical  erosion  the  great  chasm  of  the  Fensteraar- 
Bchlucht  was  formed.  It  is  demonstrable  that  the  water  which  flows  at 
the  bottoms  of  such  deep  Assures  once  flowed  at  the  level  of  what  is 
now  their  edges,  and  tumbled  down  the  lower  faces  of  the  barriers. 
Almost  every  valley  in  Switzerland  furnishes  examples  of  this  kind ; 
the  untenable  hypothesis  of  earthquakes,  once  so  readily  resorted  to  in 
accounting  for  these  gorges,  being  now  for  the  most  part  abandoned. 
To  produce  the  Canons  of  Western  America,  no  other  cause  is  needed 
than  the  integration  of  efleots  individually  infinitesimal. 

And  now  we  come  to  Niagara.  Soon  after  Europeans  had  taken 
possession  of  the  country,  the  conviction  appears  to  have  arisen  that 
the  deep  channel  of  the  river  Niagara  below  the  falls  had  been 
excavated  by  the  cataract.  In  Mr.  Bakewell's  'Introduction  to 
Geology,'  the  prevalence  of  this  belief  has  been  referred  to:  it  is 
expressed  thus  by  Professor  Joseph  Henry  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Albany  Institute.*  "  In  viewing  the  position  of  the  falls,  and  the 
features  of  the  country  round,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  this  great  natural  raceway  has  been  formed  by 
the  continued  action  of  ti^e  irresistible  Niagara,  and  that  the  falls, 
beginning  at  Lewiston  have,  in  the  course  of  ages,  worn  back  the 
rocky  strata  to  their  present  site."  The  same  view  is  advocated  by 
Sir  Charles  Lyell,  by  Mr.  Hall,  by  M.  Agassiz,  by  Professor  Bamsay, 
indeed,  by  most  of  those  who  have  inspected  the  place. 

A  connected  image  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  cataract  is 
easily  obtained.  Walking  northwiurd  from  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls 
by  the  side  of  the  river,  we  have  to  our  left  the  deep  and  comparatively 
narrow  gorge  through  which  the  Niagara  flows.  The  bounding  difb 
of  this  gorge  are  from  300  to  350  feet  high.  We  reach  the  whirlpool, 
trend  to  the  north-east,  and  after  a  little  time  gradually  resume 
our  northward  course.  Finally,  at  about  seven  miles  from  the  pre- 
sent falls,  we  come  to  the  edge  of  a  declivity  which  informs  us  that 
we  have  been  hitherto  walking  on  table  land.  At  some  hundreds 
of  feet  below  us  is  a  comparatively  level  plain,  whidh  stretches  to 
Lake  Ontario.  The  declivity  marks  the  end  of  tiie  precipitous  gorge 
of  the  Niagara.     Here  the  river  escapes  from  its  steep  mural  boun- 

♦  Quoted  by  Bakewell. 
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daries,  and  in  a  widened  bed  pursues  its  way  to  the  lake  which  finally 
leoeiTes  its  waters. 

The  fact  that  in  historic  times,  even  within  the  memory  of  man, 
the  &11  has  sensibly  receded,  prompts  the  question,  how  far  has  this 
recession  gone  ?  At  what  point  did  the  ledge  which  thus  continually 
creeps  backwards  begin  its  retrograde  course  ?  To  minds  disciplined 
in  such  researches  the  answer  has  been  and  will  be,  at  the  precipitous 
declivity  which  crossed  the  Niagara  from  Lewiston  on  the  American 
to  Queenston  on  the  Canadian  side.  Over  this  transverse  barrier  the 
united  afi9uents  of  all  the  upper  lakes  once  poured  their  waters,  and 
here  the  work  of  erosion  began.  The  dam,  moreover,  was  demon- 
strably of  sufficient  height  to  cause  the  river  above  it  to  submerge 
Goat  Island;  and  this  would  perfectly  account  for  the  finding  by  Sir 
Charles  Lyell,  Mr.  Hall,  and  others,  in  the  sand  and  gravel  of  the  island, 
the  same  fluviatile  shells  as  are  now  found  in  the  Niagara  Biver 
higher  up.  It  would  also  account  for  those  deposits  along  the  sides 
of  the  river,  the  discovery  of  which  enabled  Lyell,  Hall,  and  Ramsay, 
to  reduce  to  demonstration  the  popular  belief  that  the  Niagara  once 
flowed  through  a  shallow  valley. 

The  physics  of  the  problem  of  excavation,  which  I  made  clear  to 
my  mind  before  quitting  Niagara,  are  revealed  by  a  close  inspection 
of  the  present  Horseshoe  Fall.  Here  we  see  evidently  that  the 
greatest  weight  of  water  bends  over  the  very  apex  of  the  Horseshoe. 
In  a  passage  in  his  excellent  chapter  on  Niagara  Falls,  Mr.  Hall 
alludes  to  this  fact.  Here  we  have  the  most  copious  and  the  most 
violent  whirling  of  the  shattered  liquid;  here  the  most  powerfal 
eddies  recoil  against  the  shale.  From  this  portion  of  the  fall,  indeed, 
the  spray  sometimes  rises  without  solution  of  continuity  to  the  region 
of  clouds,  becoming  gradually  more  attenuated,  and  passing  finally 
through  the  condition  of  true  cloud  into  invisible  vapour,  which  is 
sometimes  reprecipitated  higher  up.  All  the  phenomena  point  dis- 
tinctly to  the  centre  of  the  river  as  the  place  of  greatest  mechanical 
energy,  and  from  the  centre  the  vigour  of  the  fkll  gradually  dies  away 
towards  the  sides.  The  Horseshoe  form,  with  the  concavity  facing 
downwards,  is  an  obvious  and  necessary  consequence  of  this  action. 
Bight  along  the  middle  of  the  river  the  apex  of  the  curve  pushes  its 
way  backwards,  cutting  along  the  centre  a  deep  and  comparatively 
narrow  groove,  and  draining  Uie  sides  as  it  passes  them.*  Hence  the 
remarkable  discrepaucy  between  the  widths  of  the  Niagara  above  and 
below  the  Horseshoe.  All  along  its  course,  from  Lewiston  Heights 
to  its  present  position,  the  form  of  the  ML  was  probably  that  of  a 
horseshoe ;  for  this  is  merely  the  expression  of  the  greater  depth,  and 
consequently  greater  excavating  power  of  the  centre  of  the  river. 
The  gorge,  moreover,  varies  in  width  as  the  depth  of  the  centre  of  the 
ancient  river  varied,  being  narrowest  where  that  depth  was  greatest. 

*  In  the  diflooune  the  excavation  of  the  centre  and  drainage  of  the  sides 
action  was  illustrated  by  a  model  devised  by  my  assistant,  Mr.  John  Oottrell. 
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The  vast  comparative  erosive  energy  of  the  Horseshoe  Fall  oomes 
strikingly  into  view  when  it  and  the  American  Fall  are  compared 
together.  The  American  branch  of  the  upper  river  is  cut  at  a  right 
angle  by  the  gorge  of  the  Niagara.  Here  the  Horseshoe  Fall  was 
the  real  excavator.  It  cut  the  rock  and  formed  the  precipice  over 
which  the  American  Fall  tumbles.  But  since  its  formation,  the 
erosive  action  of  the  American  Fall  has  been  almost  nil,  while 
the  Horseshoe  has  cut  its  way  for  600  yards  across  the  end  of  Goat 
Island,  and  is  now  doubling  back  to  excavate  its  channel  parallel 
to  the  length  of  the  island.  This  point  I  have  just  learned  has 
not  escaped  the  acute  observation  of  Professor  Bamsay.*  The  river 
bends ;  the  Horseshoe  immediately  accommodates  itself  to  the  bend- 
ing, and  will  follow  implicitly  the  direction  of  the  deepest  water  in 
the  upper  stream.  The  flexibility  of  the  gorge,  if  I  may  use  the 
term,  is  determined  by  the  flexibility  of  the  river  channel  above  it. 
Were  the  Niagara  above  the  fall  sinuous,  the  gorge  would  obediently 
follow  its  sinuosities.  Once  suggested,  no  doubt  geographers  will 
be  able  to  point  out  many  examples  of  this  action.  The  Zambesi 
is  thought  to  present  a  great  difficulty  to  the  erosion  theory,  because 
of  the  sinuosity  of  the  chasm  below  the  Victoria  Falls.  But,  assuming 
the  basalt  to  be  of  tolerably  uniform  texture,  had  the  river  been 
examined  before  the  formation  of  this  sinuous  channel,  the  present 
zigzag  course  of  the  gorge  below  the  fall  could,  I  am  persuaded, 
have  been  predicted,  while  the  sounding  of  the  present  river  would 
enable  us  to  predict  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  erosion  in  the 
future. 

But  not  only  has  the  Niagara  River  cut  the  gorge ;  it  has  carried 
away  the  chips  of  its  own  workshop.  The  shale  being  probably 
crumbled  is  easily  carried  away.  But  at  the  base  of  the  fall  we  find 
the  huge  boulders  already  described,  and  by  some  means  or  other  these 
are  removed  down  the  river.  The  ice  which  fills  the  gorge  in  winter, 
and  which  grapples  with  the  boulders,  has  been  regarded  as  the  trans- 
porting agent.  Probably  it  is  so  to  some  extent  !Qut  erosion  acts 
without  ceasing  on  the  abutting  points  of  the  boulders,  thus  with- 
drawing their  support  and  urging  them  gradually  down  the  river. 
Solution  also  does  its  portion  of  the  work.  That  solid  matter  is 
carried  down  is  proved  by  the  difference  of  depth  between  the  Niagara 
River  and  Lake  Ontario,  where  the  river  enters  it.  The  depth  fiftlls 
from  72  feet  to  20  feet,  in  consequence  of  the  deposition  of  solid 
matter  caused  by  the  diminished  motion  of  the  river.f 

In  conclusion,  we  may  say  a  word  regarding  the  proximate  future 

*  His  words  are :— '^  Where  the  body  of  water  is  small  in  the  Amerioan  Fall, 
the  edge  has  only  receded  a  few  yards  (where  most  eroded)  during  the  time  that 
the  Canadian  Fall  has  receded  from  the  north  corner  of  Goat  Island  to  the  inner- 
most curve  of  the  Horseshoe  Fall.'* — Quarterly  Journal  of  Geological  Society.  May^ 
1859. 

t  Near  the  month  of  the  gorge  at  Qneenston,  the  depth,  aocording  to  the 
Admiralty  Chart,  is  180  feet ;  well  within  the  gorge  it  is  132  feet. 
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of  Niagara.  At  the  date  of  excavation  assigned  to  it  by  Sir  Charles 
Lyell,  namely,  a  foot  a  year,  five  thousand  years  or  so  will  carry  the 
Horseshoe  Fall  far  higher  than  Goat  Island.  As  the  gorge  recedes 
it  will  drain,  as  it  has  hitherto  done,  the  banks  right  and  left  of  it, 
thns  leaving  a  nearly  level  terrace  between  Goat  Idand  and  the  edge 
of  the  gorge.  Higher  up  it  will  totally  drain  the  American  branch 
of  the  river ;  the  channel  of  which  in  due  time  will  become  cultivable 
land.  The  American  Fall  will  then  be  transformed  into  a  dry  preci- 
pice, forming  a  simple  continuation  of  the  cliffy  boundary  of  the 
Niagara.  At  the  place  occupied  by  the  fall  at  this  moment  we  shall 
have  the  gorge  enclosing  a  right-angle,  a  second  whirlpool  being  the 
consequence  of  this.  To  those  who  visit  Niagara  a  few  millenniums 
hence  I  leave  the  verification  of  this  prediction.  All  that  can  be 
said  is,  that  if  the  causes  now  in  action  continue  to  act,  it  will  prove 
itself  literally  true.. 

The  accompanying  highly  instructive  map  has  been  reduced  from  one 
published  in  Mr.  Hall's  *  Geology  of  New  York.'  It  is  based  on  sur- 
veys executed  in  1842,  by  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Evershed,  The  ragged 
edge  of  the  American  Fall  north  of  Goat  Island  marks  the  amount  of 
erosion  which  it  has  been  able  to  accomplish  while  the  Horseshoe 
Fall  was  cutting  its  way  southward  across  the  end  of  Goat  Island  to 
its  present  position.  The  American  Fall  is  168  feet  high,  a  precipice 
cut  down,  not  by  itself,  but  by  the  Horseshoe  Fall.  The  latter  in 
1842  was  159  feet  high,  and,  as  shown  by  the  map,  is  already  turning 
eastward  to  excavate  its  gorge  along  the  centre  of  the  upper  river, 
p  is  the  apex  of  the  Horseshoe,  and  t  marks  the  site  of  the  Terrapin 
Tower,  with  the  promontory  adjacent,  round  which  I  was  conducted 
by  Conroy.  Probably  since  1842  the  Horseshoe  has  worked  back 
beyond  the  position  here  assigned  to  it.  Certainly  the  promontory 
at  T  appeared  to  me  much  sharper  than  it  is  here  shown  to  be.  In 
view  of  these  considerations  the  foregoing  prediction  is  merely  the 
prospective  statement  of  a  fact  requiring  no  great  foresight  to  anti- 
cipate it. 

[J.  T.] 


GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  April  7, 1878. 

Sib  Hknbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

John  Studdy  Leigh,  Esq.  F.G.S.  F.R.G.S. 
Francis  Sibson,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
Mrs.  Sibson. 

Commander  Edmund  Hope  Y emey,  B.N. 
were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution. 
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With  roforence  to  tlie  Eesolation  of  the  Managers,  pafisod  March  10 
(see  p.  57),  the  following  letter  from  Db.  Benob  Jonbs  to  the  President 
and  Managers  was  read : — 

"  84,  Bbook  Stbeet, 

"3faroMl,  1878. 
<<  GsNTLEMINy 

*'  I  shall  indeed  be  glad,  if  hereafter  by  any  words 
or  deeds  I  can  show  my  gratitude  to  yon  for  the  Besolntions  yon  haye 
passed  regarding  me. 

''To  receiye  yonr  praises  is  most  pleasant;  but  I  shonld  be 
happier  if  I  conld  look  forward  with  tiie  hope  of  doing  more  to 
retain  them.  Tour  thanks  are  to  me  an  all-sufficient  and  a  complete 
reward  for  what  I  have  done  for  the  general  good,  and  for  the 
advancement  of  natural  science  at  the  Eoyal  Institution. 

*'  I  value  your  praise  far  beyond  any  material  reward,  even  though 
it  takes  the  form  of  a  bust,  by  Woolner,  presented  to  me  by  the 
Members  to  prolong  the  remembrance  of  my  connection  with  the 
home  of  Faraday  and  of  Tyndall. 

"  But  no  words  of  mine  can  express  my  gratitude  to  you  and  to 
the  Members ;  I  can  only  beg  you  to  believe  me  to  be 

^  Your  most  grateful  Servant, 

''HxHBT  Benob  Jons." 

The  following  letter  from  Db.  Wabbbn  Db  la  Bub  to  the 
Treasurer  was  read : — 

"  The  Obsebvatobt, 

*'  Cramford,  MiDBLsnz,  W. 
•*  March  18, 1873. 
<<  Dbab  Mb.  Spottiswoode, 

"  I  feel  very  great  pleasure  in  contributing  to  the  Db.  Bbnob 
Jonbs  Testimonial  Fund,  and  enclose  a  cheque  for  the  amount 
at  which  the  maximum  contribution  has  been  limited.  I  venture 
also  to  send  a  Donation  [lOOZ.]  towards  the  equipment  of  the  new 
Laboratories,  as  a  further  mark  of  my  high  appreciation  of  the 
eminent  services  which  Db.  Bbnob  Jones  has  rendered  to  the  Bo^al 
Institution  during  the  long  period  he  has  held  the  onerous  position 
of  Honorary  Secretary.  We  all  know  that  the  erection  of  new 
Laboratories,  better  adapted  to  promote  the  advancement  of  science, 
was  to  Db.  Benob  Jones  a  matter  of  anxious  solicitude  for  some 
years  past,  and  it  will  always  be  remembered  that  the  completion  of 
the  scheme  was  the  crowmng  act  of  his  enlightened  career  in  con- 
nection with  the  Institution. 

"lam, 

"  Tours  very  truly, 

"Wabbbn  Db  la  Bub." 

Rbsolved— That  the  special  thanks  of  the  Members  be  returned 
to  Db.  Db  la  Bub  for  his  liberal  Donation. 
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The  Pbbsknts  received  flince  the  last  Meeting  wore  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  retarned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FROM 

Aead^nve  des  Sciences  de  rinsUtut  de  France-^-M^mouea  par  divexs  Savaats. 

Tome  XX.    4to.    1872. 
Actuaries,  InstittOe  o/— Journal,  No.  90.    8vo.    187a 
Agricultural  Society  of  England,  Boyal— Journal,  No.  17.    8vo.    1878. 
Alcock,  CoL  MM  J.  {the  iitrfftor)— The  Belative  Power  of  Nations.    (K99)    8vo. 

1872. 
Antiquaries,  Society  o/— Proceedings,  Vol.  V.  No.  5.    8to.    1872. 
Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal— ^oum^  Nob.  177, 178. 

Proceedings,  1872,  No.  9.    8vo. 
A»trotumic(U  Society,  Boj^— Proceedings,  Vol.  XXXIII.  No.  4.    8vo.    1873. 
Belgique,  AcadAnie  RoyaU  de— BuUetins,  2«  S^rie,  Tomes  XXXI.-XXXIV.    8vo. 
1871-72. 
Centifeme  Anniversaire  de  Fondation  (1772-1872).    2  vols.    8vo.    1872. 
Annuaire,  1872-78.    16to. 
British  Architects,  Royal  InsUtuU  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1872-73.    Nos.  7,  8.    4to. 
British  Museum  TViwtoM— Catalogue  of  Hemiptera  Heteropteia,  Part  6.     8vo. 

187a. 
Chemical  Society--JorimtJ.  fur  March,  1873.    8vo. 
Dublin  Society,  iBo^oi-Joumal,  Vol.  VI.  No.  2.    8vo.    1872. 
£!c2fifor»— American  Journal  of  Science  for  March,  1873.    8vo. 
AtlieniBum  for  March,  1873.    4to. 
Chemical  News  for  March,  1873.  '  4to. 
Engineer  for  March,  1873. 
Food  Jouinal  for  March,  1873.    4to. 
Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  March,  1873.    Folio. 
Journal  of  Gas-Lighting  for  March,  1878.    4to. 
Nature  for  March,  1873.    4to. 
Nautical  Magazine  for  March,  1873.    8vo. 
Once  a  Week  for  March,  1873.    8vo. 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  March,  1873,    8vo. 
Telegraphic  Journal  for  March,  1873. 
Franklin  Instilute—JowmBl,  No.  566.    8vo.    1873. 
Oeographuxa  Society,  ITot^aJ— Proceedings,  Vol.  XVI.  No.  5. ;  Vol.  XVII.  No.  1. 

8vo.    1873. 
GeologuxU  InsUtiUe,  Imperial,  Fttfmia— Jahrbuob,  1872.    No.  4.    8vo. 
Verhandlungen,  1872.    Nos.  14-17. 

General  Register:  JahrbUoher  und  Verhandlungen,  1860-70.    4to.    1872. 
Gresham  Committee— Csiialogae  of  Books,  Music,  Pictures,  &C.,  in  the  Library 

of  Gresham  College.    8vo.    1872. 
Linnean  Society— Journal,  No.  69.    8vo.    1873. 

Mailly,  Ed,  {the  ilu^tor)— Tableau  de  rAstronomie  dans  TH^misph^  Austral  et 
^ns  rinde.    8vo.    1872. 
De  rAstronomie  dans  I'Academie  de  Belgique,  1772-1872.    8vo.    1872. 
Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  /Soae^y— Proceedings,  VoL  XII.  Nos.  7,  8,  9. 

8vo.    1873. 
Maaawea,  Prof,  J,  Clerk,  M.A,  F,R.8,  (the  Author)— Tieaiiae  on  Electricity  and 

Magnetism.    2  vols.    8vo.    1873. 
Mechanical  Engineers'  Institution,  Birmingham— Proceeding  October,  1872.   8to. 
Ord,  Wm.  MtUer,  M.B,  M.R,L  {the  Author)— ^oiea  on  Comparative  Anatomy. 
16to.     1871. 
Relation  of  Gout  to  Uric  Acid.    (E  99)    8vo.    1872. 
Influence  of  Colloids  on  Inorganic  Matter.    (K  99)    8vo.    1872. 
Payne,  Joseph,  Esq.  (the  AuJtIior)  -On  the  Training  of    the  Teacher,  and  on 
Science  Teaching.    (K  99)    8vo.    1873. 
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Photogravkio  Soddy^Joumalf  Noe.  238,  239.    8to.    1872. 
Preu8$idMe  Akademie  dor  TFissefwc^/Zm—Monatsberichte,  Deo.  1872.    8vo. 
QueUiet^  M.  A,  Hon.  M.R.L  Ac,  < the  Author)— AnnsHea  Meteorologiques  de  TOb- 
servBtoire  de  Bmxelles,  5«  Ann^    4to.    1871. 
Unit^  de  rEsp^  Homaine.    (K  99)    8vo.    1872. 
Notice  Bor  Charles  Babbage.    (016)    16to.    1872. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  April  26, 1873. 

Sib  Hbnby  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbofessob  W.  H.  Floweb,  F.R.S. 

On  PalcBontologiccd  Evidence  of  Qraducd  Modification  of  Animal  Forms. 

I  KBED  scarcely  say  that  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  absolutely  the 
greatest  problem  which  has  ever  exercised  the  minds  of  naturalists  is 
that  of  the  fixity  or  the  mutability  of  species. 

Are  the  various  specific  forms  under  which  animal  and  vegetable 
life  exist  upon  earth,  now  and  in  all  times  past,  fixed  within  certain 
narrow  limits  of  variation,  and  did  each  originally  appear  upon  the 
earth  without  genetic  connection  with  any  previouidy  existing  forms, 
having  been  created  de  novo  in  fact?  or  have  these  different  species 
been  produced  by  gradual  modification  from  pre-existing  living  forms, 
under  the  influence  of  certain  laws,  at  present  very  imperfectly  under- 
stood, acting  through  vast  and  indefinite  periods  of  time  ? 

It  is  dear  that  these  two  views  are  strongly  opposed  to  each  other. 
Both  have  been  held  and  still  are  held  by  men  who  are  justly  con- 
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sidered  masters  in  the  branch  of  knowledge  to  which  they  reUte ;  and 
the  solution  of  the  question  will  exercise  so  important  an  influence  on 
the  progress  of  zoology  that  any  real  contribution  towards  it  should 
be  one  of  the  most  welcome  additions  to  science  that  a  naturalist  of 
the  present  day  can  make. 

The  question  is,  indeed,  so  far-reaching,  so  all-peryading,  that  it 
meets  us  everywhere  in  the  study  of  eyery  group  of  animal  or  vege- 
table life,  and  in  almost  every  aspect  in  which  the  study  can  be 
carried  out. 

It  bears  largely  upon,  and  is  greatly  illustrated  by,  descriptive 
zoology  or  botany.  It  adds  vastly  to  the  interest  of  the  pursuit  of 
anatomy,  by  calling  out  the  meaning  of  rudimentary  structures  and 
so-called  typical  resemblances;  it  elucidates  obscure  questions  relating 
to  the  habits  and  instincts  of  animals ;  it  brings  into  prominence  the 
signification  of  various  facts  of  geographical  distribution,  and  the  life 
it  throws  into  the  study  of  palsBontology  is  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 

Evidences,  bearing  upon,  either  for  or  against,  the  theory  of 
evduHon  or  descent  can  be  collected  from  all  these  sources.  I  need 
only  refer  to  Mr.  Darwin's  works,  which  must  be  familiar  to  you  all, 
in  illustration  of  the  great  variety  and  number  of  the  branches  of 
science  which  can  be  brought  to  throw  light  upon  it.  Indeed,  in  a 
subject  like  this,  where  direct  observation  can  count  for  little,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  extreme  shortness  of  the  observing  time  of  any 
individual  compared  with  the  enormous  period  required  for  the 
assumed  changes,  it  is  only  by  the  accumulation  of  a  vast  number  of 
facts  from  various  sources,  and  observing  the  direction  in  which  they 
all  point,  that  anything  like  proof  can  be  obtained. 

Leaving  aside,  for  the  present  occasion,  all  other  sources  of  evidence 
in  favour  of  either  of  these  views,  I  propose  this  evening  to  enter  only 
upon  one  which  is  in  some  respects,  as  all  must  admit,  the  most  im- 
portant, as  it  comes  nearer  than  any  other  to  show  what  actually  has 
been  the  history  of  our  existing  species  in  times  past ;  for  as  the  most 
natural  and  conclusive  way  of  ascertaining  the  method  by  which  a 
nation  has  arrived  at  its  present  condition  of  society,  customs,  laws,  &c., 
would  certainly  be  to  examine  into  the  preserved  records  of  its  past 
history,  so  it  must  be  with  the  present  condition  of  animal  and 
vegetable  life. 

We  all  know  that  such  records  have  been  preserved,  that  the  solid 
rocks  beneath  our  feet  in  many  places  teem  with  the  actual  remains 
of  creatures  which  lived  and  died,  thousands  or  millions  of  years  ago. 

Why  should  they  not  yield  to  us  the  knowledge  we  are  all  so  eager 
to  acquire? 

If  species  are  and  ever  have  been  immutable,  shall  we  not  find  the 
same  hard  and  fast  lines  surrounding  each  as  we  do  now  ?  8hall  we  not 
find  long  series  of  similar  forms  following  without  change  on  an  abrupt 
commencement  ?  If  the  other  alternative  be  correct,  ought  we  not  to 
find  specimens  of  all  the  varioas  stages  through  which  the  wonderful 
variety  we  meet  with  now  has  been  brought  about  ?    Every  gap  which 
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now  80  widely  separates  groapu  from  group  onght  to  be  filled  up, 
and  the  Tarioos  phases  of  modifioati(»Q  shotild  follow  through  the 
successiye  eras  of  geological  time. 

Now,  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  evidence  of 
palffiontology,  in  the  present  state  of  the  science,  does  not  reveal  the 
last-described  condition  of  things.  Notwithstanding  the  vast  increase 
of  onr  knowledge  in  recent  years,  very  many  large  groups  of  animals 
stand  completely  isolated,  and  the  more  nearly  allied  forms  are  mostly 
separated  from  each  other  by  tolerably  definite  intervals. 

Is,  then,  the  question  decisively  answered  against  evolution  or  v 

derivation  by  palsdontology  ? 

We  must  pause  before  we  can  poin  in  the  assertion  that  it  is.  The 
subject  is  far  more  complex  than  it  may  seem  at  first 

Before  going  further,  a  proper  estimate  must  be  arrived  at  of  the 
nature  and  value  of  our  evidence,  and  in  doing  this  we  must  give  full 
weight  to  the  considerations  derived  from  the  "  imperfection  of  the 
geological  record  "  so  strikingly  elucidated  in  Mr.  Darwin's  chapter  on 
Sie  subject. 

To  those  who  have  not  fully  considered  this  question,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  immense  is  the  interval  between  our  excessively  frag- 
mentary knowledge  of  extincf  animals,  and  that  perfect  palsdontological 
record  which  would  imply  evidence,  fibrst,  of  every  form  of  life  that  has 
ever  existed,  and,  secondly,  of  the  period  at  which  it  existed* 

If  there  were  time,  I  might  dwell  long  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, but  I  must  leave  you  to  imagine,  I.  "V^at  the  chances  are  Against 
the  fossilization  of  any  animal  that  dies.  IL  What  the  chances  of 
the  stratum  in  which  some  fossil  remains  have  been  embedded  being 
itself  preserved  during  the  constant  changes  going  on  on  the  earth's 
surface,  and  ultimately  appearing  in  a  situation  accessible  to  man's 
research.     III.  What  the  further  chances  against  their  being  so  found,  ^ 

even  if  they  should  have  been  preserved  in  an  accessible  loodity.  i 

I  might  refer  you  to  the  exceedingly  minute  portion  of  the  earth's  < 

surface  which  has  yet  been  really  explored  palsBontologically ;  to  the  ' 

oases  that  are  occurring  every  day  of  new  and  most  unexpected  forms  1 

and  of  whole  species  or  orders,  Imown  only  by  an  isolated  individual,  1 

as  the  ArchoBopteryx  of  the  Solenhofen  oolite ;  to  say  nothing  of  more  ^ 

recondite  speculations  in,  the  work  above  referred  to,  on  the  impro- 
bability of  preservation  of  iutermediate  forms,  owing  to  variation 
having  usually  been  most  rife  during  periods  of  elevation,  when  fos- 
sHization  is  less  likely  to  occur. 

All  these  show  in  such  a  striking  manner  the  extremely  little 
value  of  negative  evidence  in  paleontology,  that  I  am  quite  justified 
in  asking  you  never  for  a  moment  to  leave  it  out  of  consideration  in 
thinking  of,  or  reasoning  on,  what  is  to  follow. 

Such  being  the  material  with  which  we  have  to  deal,  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  must  go  to  work  upon  it  in  *a  most  careful  and  circum- 
spect manner.  We  cannot  rush  at  conclusions,  but  must  be  content 
cautiously,  and  often  with  much  labour  and  anxiety,  to  piece  together 
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our  &ot8,  Borapnloosly  observing  the  minutest  hints,  and  following 
ont  the  direction  indicated  by  often  very  obscure  signs,  before  we  can 
reconstruct  even  an  outline  of  the  fabric  from  which  we  hope  to  gain 
an  idea  of  the  past  history  of  the  beings  of  which  we  treat. 

I  have  selected  for  illustration  of  the  subject  this  evening  the  divi- 
sion or  order  of  Mammals  called  by  naturaHsts  Ungulata,  or  hoofed 
animals,  chiefly  because  it  is  the  one  of  which  the  palaaontological 
history — ^at  least  in  the  tertiary  period  (for  beyond  that  wo  cannot 
trace  it) — ^is  better  known  than  any  other,  and  as  that  of  which  the 
classification, — ^that  is,  the  relations  of  its  various  sub-groups  to  each 
other, — is  on  the  whole  better  understood  than  in  most  other  zoolo- 
gical divisions. 

The  order  includes  the  most  familiar  of  our  domestic  animals, 
and  with  the  general  appearance  of  the  rest  we  are  most  of  us  well 
acquainted,  thanks  to  the  Zoological  Grardens.  They  are  the  various 
forms  of  horses,  asses,  and  zebras,  the  rhinoceroses  and  the  tapirs,  the 
pigs,  hippopotamus,  camels,  deer,  antelopes,  sheep,  oxen,  and  goats. 

They  are  essentially  herbivorous  (though  some  few  may  be  more 
or  less  omnivorous),  and  their  teeth  are  modified  accordingly.  Their 
limbs  are  adapted  for  carrying  the  body  in  ordinary  terrestrial  pro- 
gression, and  are  of  very  little  use  for  any  other  purpose,  such  as 
climbing,  seizing  prey,  or  carrying  food  to  the  mouths  They  never 
have  clavicles  or  collar-bones,  and  their  toes  never  exceed  four  in 
number  (the  digit  which  corresponds  to  the  first  of  the  complete 
pentadactyle  foot  being  always  wanting),  and  have  the  ends  encased 
in  hoofs  instead  €i  nuk  or  claws.  The  species  at  present  existing 
are  very  numerous,  and  widely  diffused  over  the  earth's  surface,  being 
wanting  only  in  the  Australian  province.  These  Ungulate  animals 
are  divided  into  two  natural  groups,  each  having  very  many  cha- 
racters in  common,  the  establishment  of  which,  though  contrary  to 
the  views  of  the  great  naturalists  at  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
has  been  a  great  gain  to  zoological  science,  especially  as  this  division 
pervades  all  the  ^own  extinct  as  well  as  recent  forms ;  and  although 
some  forms  of  either  group  may  present  some  partial  approximation 
to  the  other,  no  directly  intermediate  species  are  known.  It  is  im- 
portant, therefore,  to  apprehend  thoroughly  the  distinction  between 
these  groups,  which  have  received  from  Professor  Owen  the  names  of 
Periseodaciyle,  or  odd-toed,  and  Artiodactyley  or  even-toed,  from  one 
of  their  most  striking  external  characteristics.  The  first  have  the  toes 
of  both  feet  arranged  symmetrically  to  a  line  drawn  through  the 
middle  of  what  would  be  the  third  toe  of  the  typical  pentadactyle 
foot,  which  toe  is  always  the  largest,  and  in  some  cases  the  only  one 
fidly  developed.  In  the  second,  the  toes  are  arranged  symmetrically 
to  a  line  drawn  between  the  third  and  fourth  toes,  so  that  these  two 
toes  are  equally  developed,  and  may  be  alone  present,  or  may  be  sup- 
plemented by  an  outer  pair  (the  second  and  fifth),  often  in  a  more  or 
less  rudimentary  condition.  Besides  these  distinctions  in  the  limbs, 
there  are  so  many  others  correlated  with  them  in  the  number  of  ^ 
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vertebne,  tbe  structure  of  the  cranial  bones,  of  the  teeth,  of  the 
digestiye  organs,  &c.,  that  there  can  be  no  question  about  their 
forming  natural  divisions,  very  important  to  paladontologists,  as  it 
often  happens  that  the  position  of  an  extinct  and  little-known  form 
can  be  determined  from  a  very  small  fragment  of  bone. 

Each  of  these  groups  is  further  divided  into  genera,  the  names  of 
which  in  what  appears,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  to  be  their 
natural  position  and  relation  to  each  other,  are  indicated  on  the  diagram. 
From  this,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  existing  Perissodactyles  (excluding 
Hyrax,  the  position  of  which  is  doubtfid,  though  I  am  inclined  to 
consider  it  as  an  aberrant  member  of  this  group)  consist  of  three 
groups,  the  tapirs,  the  rhinoceroses,  and  the  horses,  each  represented 
by  but  few  species,  and  (except  in  the  case  of  the  horse,  through  the 
agency  of  man)  of  rather  restricted  geographical  distribution. 

These  groups  at  present  are  separated  by  very  decided  intervals, 
so  much  so,  that  one  of  them,  containing  the  horses,  has  been  considered 
by  many  naturalists  as  forming  an  order  apart,  the  Solidungula, 

The  existing  Artiodactyles  range  themselves  around  two  principal 
types,  the  tubercular-toothed,  or  bunodont,  and  the  crescentic-toothed, 
or  selenodont.  *  To  the  former  belong  the  pigs  in  all  their  modifications, 
including  the  babirussa  and  wart-hogs,  and  tbe  hippopotamus  and 
peccary.  To  the  latter  the  ruminants,  t.  e,  vast  numbers  of  species  of 
animals  included  under  the  general  designation  of  sheep,  oxen,  goats, 
antelopes,  deer,  musks,  giraffes,  and  the  two  allied  though  aberrant 
forms,  the  camels,  and  the  TragulidoB  or  chevrotains,  an  interesting 
little  group  long  confounded  with  the  musk  deer. 

The  two  extremes  of  this  division,  represented  by  the  pigs  and  the 
hollow-homed  ruminants,  seem  to  have  very  little  in  common  at  first 
sigl)^,  and  if  we  were  acquainted  with  the  organization  only  of  the 
existing  species,  we  might  be  justified  in  treatiug  them  as  belonging 
to  very  distinct  groups.  But  even  among  existing  forms  there  are 
some  examples,  which  may  almost  be  called  intercalary  types,  so  widely 
do  they  depart  from  the  group  to  which  they  are  most  nearly  relative 
in  the  direction  of  the  other. 

These  are  among  the  bunodonts,  the  little  South  American  pec- 
caries {picotyles),  and  among  the  selenodonts,  in  a  fac  greater  degree, 
the  chevrotains  {Tragulus).  The  latter  in  many  remarkable  cha- 
racters deviate  strongly  from  the  ruminants,  and  approach  the  pigs, 
or  rather,  as  will  be  iSiown  presently,  to  the  generalized  type  of  tibe 
entire  group. 

Such  being  the  present  condition  of  the  order,  what  does  palaeon- 
tology reveal  of  its  past  history  ? 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  most  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  pro- 
visional character  of  all  classifications  of  extinct  animals,  because  of 
our  imperfect  knowledge  of  their  structure;    but  endeavouring  to 


*  I  borrow  theso  convenient  terms  from  a  paper  lately  read  before  the  Rojal 
Society  by  Dr.  W.  Kowalevaky. 
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make  the  best  use  of  what  little  we  possess,  I  have  added  in  the 
diagram  all  the  best  known  extinct  forms  somewhere  near  the  position, 
in  relation  to  the  existing  forms  and  each  other,  in  which  their 
affinities  would  place  them ;  and  by  the  different  colours  their  relation 
as  regards  time  is  shown. 

The  tertiary  period,  with  which  we  are  now  alone  concerned,  has 
here  been  divided  for  convenience  into  six  epochs.  Of  course,  it  were 
possible  to  have  gone  into  minute  details  and  made  many  more 
divisions,  but  it  would  have  made  the  diagram  less  clear,  and  it  is 
best,  perhaps,  not  to  attempt  to  refine  too  much  in  this  somewhat 
tentative  exposition  of  a  biological  history,  especially  as  there  is  still 
much  uncertainty  as  to  the  exact  relative  age  of  many  of  our  fossi- 
liferous  strata. 

The  epochs  chosen  are  the  recent  (including  the  pleistocene), 
the  pliocene,  late  and  early  miocene,  and  late  and  early  eocene,  each 
represented  by  a  different  colour.  It  is  not  meant  that  if  a  genus 
or  group  is  here  assigned  to  one  of  these  epochs,  that  some  of  its 
members  may  not  have  extended  in  some  degree  beyond  its  limits 
(as  it  must  be  always  remembered  that  the  boundaries  of  these  epochs 
are  quite  artificial),  either  before  or  after,  bufc  that  the  period  assigned 
to  it  was  that  in  which  it  most  chiefly  flourished.  When  two  colours 
are  represented,  one  within  another,  it  signifies  that  the  group  existed 
in  both,  and  of  course  in  all  intervening  periods. 

To  begin  with  the  Perissodactyles.  The  earliest  known  forms 
constitute  a  family  called  Lophiodonttdce^  composed  of  the  genera 
Lophiodonj  Coryphodon,  and  Hifracoiherium,  Of  these  animals  little 
is  known  except  the  teeth,  which  however  indicate  rather  a  primitive 
or  root  form,  from  which,  by  modification,  all  the  other  teeth  of 
Perissodactyles  can  be  derived.  The  elevations  and  depressions  of 
the  molar  teeth  of  Lophiodon,  for  instance,  are  arranged  on  a  pattern 
which  is  the  best  key  to  that  of  aU  others  of  the  sub-order;  and  it  is  by 
going  back,  as  it  were,  to  it,  that  we  can  imderstand  and  compare  all 
the  other  variously  modified,  and  often  more  complicated,  forms. 
Moreover,  these  Lophiodonts  possess  a  dental  character  which  dis- 
tinguishes them  from  all  other  PerissodactyleSy  and  brings  them  into  a 
more  generalized  ungulate  type,  for  which  reason  I  place  them  nearest 
to  the  earlier  forms  of  artiodactyles— that  is,  that  all  the  premolars 
are  smaller  and  of  a  simpler  form  than  the  true  molars.  Whether 
they  possessed  any  modification  of  the  limbs  or  other  structures  which 
bear  them  out  in  this  position,  we  unfortunately  cannot  say. 

At  a  somewhat  later  epoch  in  the  earth's  history  appeared  on  the 
scene  the  PakeotheriidcB,  an  important  group,  containing  animals  the 
osseous  structure  and  dentition  of  which  are  completely  kQown,  chiefly 
through  the  famous  researches  of  Guvier  into  the  fossils  found  in 
the  gypsum  quarries  at  Montmartre.  These  were  animals  something 
like  existing  tapirs,  with  three  toes  on  each  foot,  complete  and  distinct 
radius  and  ulna  and  tibia  and  fibula,  complete  typical  number  of 
teeth,  i.e.  t§c4^2>}m§  =  44;  but  the  molar  teeth  modified  in  pattern 
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from  that  of  the  Lophiodonts.  They  flonrished  in  the  later  eocene, 
after  which  period  they  are  no  longer  met  with.  They  have  been 
divided  into  sereral  genera,  but  Gandry  has  shown  that  these  are  united 
by  transitional  forms,  and  present  a  gradual  series  of  modifications, 
oonesponding  with  successive  geological  epochs.*  Another  ofibet, 
from  ^e  ancient  Lophiodont  stock  (with  winch  it  appears  to  be  con- 
nected through  the  American  eocene  Hyracahyus),  constitutes  the  £Eimily 
TapiridoB^  first  known  in  the  miocene  and  continued  with  scarcely 
any  modification  to  our  own  day,  and  therefore  a  most  interesting 
form  to  contemplate  in  its  living  state,  as  it  brings  back,  in  the  most 
striking  way,  the  general  fades  of  the  fauna  of  those  ancient  times. 
In  one  respect  the  tapir  is  remarkable  among  Perissodactyles,  as  it 
has  on  its  fore  feet  as  many  as  four  toes,  thus  retaining  a  primitive 
or  generalized  character.  The  other  two  existing  forms,  the  rhi- 
noceros and  the  horse,  appear  to  be  more  direct  modifications  of  the 
PalsBotherium  type,  though  in  different  directions.  The  existing 
rhinoceros  closely  resembles  the  Palsbotherium  in  the  general  structure 
of  its  skeleton,  limbs,  number  of  toes,  &c.,  and  in  the  general  pattern 
of  the  molar  teeth ;  it  differs,  however,  in  the  greatly  roduced  number 
of  front  teeth,  incisors  and  canines,  which  in  the  African  two-homed 
species  are  often  absolutely  wanting;  and  also  in  the  possession  of 
those  singular  epidermal  appendages  to  the  face^  the  well-known  horns, 
either  one  or  two  in  number.  Now  paLeontology  points  out  witti 
tolerable  precision  the  intermediate  steps  by  which  these  modifications 
have  been  brought  about.  A  small  ancient  rhinoceros  has  been  found 
in  the  early  miocene  of  North  America,  to  which  Leidy  has  given  the 
name  of  Htfracodon,  which  had  no  horn,  and  had  the  complete  number 
of  incisor  and  canine  teeth,  and  was  in  many  ways,  at  least  as  far 
as  the  skull  and  teeth  are  concerned,  intermediate  between  Palcdo^ 
iherium  and  Bhinoceros  proper.  The  earlier  known  European  rhinoce- 
roses have  had  the  name  Aceralherium  given  to  them,  the  small  size 
of  the  nasal  bones  being  apparently  quite  unfitted  to  support  such  a 
weapon  as  a  horn.  The  resemblance  of  their  skaU  to  Pakdoiherium 
has  been  pointed  out  by  H.  v.  Meyer. 

The  more  recent  fossil  rhinoceroses  present  wonderfully  inter- 
mediate forms  between  some  of  the  existing  species,  as  B.  pachygnathus, 
of  Pikermi,  as  Gaudry  has  shown,  is  about  equally  related  to  the  two 
species  of  modem  African  rhinoceros,  and  might  have  been  (upon  the 
derivative  hypothesis)  the  ancestor  of  both.  In  the  same  way  the 
Himalayan  B.  sivalensis  appears  to  be  related  to  the  modem  B.  indicus 
and  sondiacuSy  and  the  B.  scJdeirmacheri  to  the  Asiatic  two-homed 
species.  One  special  line  of  variation  indicated  chiefly  by  the  ossifica- 
tion of  the  nasal  septum  culminated  in  the  B,  iichorhinus,  which  became 
extinct  only  in  the  most  recent  geological  epoch.  The  history  of  this 
small  group  alone  in  its  bearings  upon  evolution,  might  occupy  many 


*  '  Bomarques  Biir  les  Paloplotherium,'  Nouv.  ArcbiveB  du  Maa^um  d'llitftoiie 
naturelle,  torn,  i.,  1865,  p.  15. 
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lectures ;  I  most  content  myself  now  only  with  one  observation,  bor- 
rowed from  Mr.  Boyd  Dawkins,  that  in  all  modem  rhinoceroses  the 
molar  teeth  have  deeper  crowns  than  in  those  which  existed  prior 
to  a  certain  epoch,  so  that  the  height  of  these  teeth  alone  will  serve 
to  distinguish  a  pleistocene  from  a  pliocene  form,  in  other  respects 
closely  aUied.  The  value  of  this  observation  will  be  illustrated  in 
the  sequel. 

The  next  lino  of  modification  froin  PalcBotherium^  is  that  which  cul- 
minates in  the  most  specialized  of  mammals,  the  modem  horse,  an 
animal  we  are  so  accustomed  to  look  at  that  we  scarcely  ever  notice 
the  most  remarkably -adaptive  character  of  its  structure  for  its  special 
mode  of  life.  If  we  were  not  acquainted  with  the  horse  (and  here 
of  conrse  I  include  its  immediate  allies,  the  asses  and  zebras,)  we 
conld  scarcely  conceive  of  an  animal  whose  only  support  was  the 
tip  of  a  single  toe  on  each  extremity,  to  say  nothmg  of  the  singular 
conformation  of  its  teeth  and  other  organs.  So  striking  have  these 
characters  appeared  to  many  zoologists,  that  the  animals  possessing 
them  have  been  reckoned  as  an  order  apart  called  Solidungtda  ;  but 
palsBontology  has  revealed  that  in  the  structure  of  its  skull,  its 
teeth,  its  limbs,  the  horse  is  nothing  more  than  a  modified  PalcBo- 
therium;  and  though  still  with  gaps  in  certain  places,  many  of  the 
intermediate  stages  of  these  modifications  are  already  known  to  us, 
being  the  Paloploiheriumy  Anchitheriumy  MeryehippuSy  and  Eipparion, 
On  2ds  very  interesting  point,  which  looks  more  like  a  real  genea- 
logical history  than  any  other  known,  however,  I  need  not  dwell,  as 
it  was  so  fully  treated  of  in  a  lecture  delivered  in  this  theatre  tbree 
years  ago  by  Professor  Huxley — a  lecture  entitled  the  "  Pedigree  of 
the  Horse." 

Lastly,  there  is  Macrauchenioy  a  curiously  modified  Perissodactyle 
found  in  pleistocene  times  in  South  America,  apparently  another 
derivative  of  the  palsBotherium  type,  presenting  resemblance  (though 
perhaps  only  analogical)  to  some  of  the  artiodactyles,  especially  t£e 
camels. 

Directly  intermediate  forms  between  Macrauchenia  and  the  other 
animals  of  its  gronp  are  not  yet  known ;  but  considering  how  little 
evidence  we  have  of  the  animal  life  of  the  middle  or  older  tertiaries 
of  South  America,  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

On  the  whole  it  will  be  seen,  that  taking  actual  anatomical  charac- 
ters alone,  palsBontological  research,  even  so  far  as  it  has  yet  been 
carried,  bridges  over  most  of  the  gaps  existing  between  the  modem 
form  of  Perissodactyles,  entirely  abolishing  for  instance  the  order 
Solipediaj  as  it  is  impossible  to  draw  a  satisfietctory  line  where  the 
animal  ceases  to  be  equine  and  becomes  a  palsBotheroid ;  some  drawing 
it  between  Anchiiheriwm  and  Pakeol^ieriwny  some  between  Anchitherium 
and  Eipparion.  Moreover,  and  this  is  most  important,  the  lines 
from  the  modem  more  specialized  forms  converge  towards  the  ancient 
more  generalized  forms ;  so  that  if  we  could  get  a  side-view  of  what 
is  shown  in  the  diagram,  the  earliest  forms  at  the  bottom  and  the 
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latest  at  the  top,  we  shonld  have  lines  (broken  it  is  tme,  here  and 
there)  diverging  from  a  common,  or  near  a  common  centre,  towards  a 
circumference  above — a  view,  in  &ct,  of  the  conventional  genealogical 
tree. 

We  turn  now  to  the  ArtiodcuUylea,  represented  at  present  by  the 
scattered  groups  before  spoken  of,  clustering  round  two  type  forms  so 
widely  sundered  in  their  structure  and  habits  as  the  pig  and  the  ox  ; 
but  the  former  history  of  this  division  yields  a  totally  different  state 
of  things.  Of  early  eocene  Artiodactyles  we  know  very  little  at  present ; 
but  in  the  later  divisions  of  the  same  epoch  forms  appeared,  such  as 
Anoplotherium,  Dichdbune,  Ohceropotamue,  and  HyopoUimus,  which  were 
certainly  neither  pigs  nor  ruminants,  but  which  partook  remarkably  of 
the  characters  of  both.  They  had  the  complete  number  of  teeth,  t.  e,  inci- 
sors and  canines,  like  modem  pigs,  but  molars  with  indications  of  the 
cresoentic  pattern  so  characteristic  of  ruminants.  They  had  two  or 
four  toes ;  but  the  metacarpals  and  metatarsals  were  not  united  to  form 
a  cannon  bone  as  in  ruminants,  and  they  wanted  the  homy  appendages 
to  the  head,  so  usually  met  witii  in  the  modem  representatives  of  that 
group.  From  some  of  these  central  forms,  or  more  probably  from  a 
still  earlier  allied  group  indicated  by  the  genus  Acotherulum,  or  by  some 
other  still  undescribed  remains  from  Mauremont,  transitions  can  be 
traced  with  few  breaks,  through  the  successively  modified  miocene 
genera  Ohcerotherium  and  PalcBochcerus  to  the  genus  Stu,  or  true  pig,  in 
which  the  dentition  undergoes  some  remarkable  specializations,  as  the 
upturning  of  the  upper  canines,  and  great  development  and  extremely 
tuberculated  character  of  the  posterior  molars,  which  are  both  singu- 
larly exaggerated  in  some  modem  offeets  of  the  pig  family,  the  first  in 
the  babirussa,  and  the  second  in  the  wart-hog  {PhacochoBrus).  More 
distantly  related  to  the  true  pigs  are  the  hippopotamus  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  peccary  on  the  otibier.  In  relation  to  the  first,  not  found 
anteriorly  to  the  latest  miocene,  it  is  significant  that  the  earliest  known 
forms  had  the  more  generalized  number  of  incisor  teeth  (six)  instead  of 
four  as  in  the  modem  hippopotamus,  and  hence  has  been  made  into  a 
genus  by  itself,  called  Hexaprotodon, 

The  researches  of  Leidy  into  the  ancient  (miocene  and  early 
pliocene)  fauna  of  Nebraska  have  furnished  evidence  of  a  remarkable 
group  of  animals  now  entirely  extinct,  the  Oreodantidce,  the  characters 
of  which  are  perfectly  intermediate  between  those  of  the  pigs  and  the 
ruminants ;  animals  with  pig-like  feet  and  complete  number  of  in- 
cisors, canines,  and  molars,  but  with  the  latter  important  set  of  teeth, 
formed  precisely  on  the  same  type  as  those  of  the  deer.  Within  this 
particular  group  Leidy  has  noted  a  curious  series  of  slight  modifi- 
cations coinciding  with  the  successive  age  of  the  strata  in  which  the 
remains  were  found.  Agriochcertu^  the  most  ancient,  approaches 
nearer  to  Chcaropotamm,  has  orbits  open  behind  and  very  shallow- 
orowned  teeth.  Then  follows  Oreodon  proper,  and  lastly  Meryehytu^ 
more  like  the  modem  ruminants.* 

*  '  The  Extinct  Mammalifm  Fauna  of  Dakota  and  Nebraska,'  1869. 
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To  retnm  to  the  European  forms,  in  the  genns  Oelocus,  where  the 
nnion  of  the  two  principal  bones  of  the  metapodinm  first  occurs, 
Kowaleysky  has  noticed  ihe  gradual  way  in  whidi  this  change  seems 
to  haye  been  brought  about  in  successiye  epochs  of  eocene  and  early 
miooene  strata,  at  first  free  in  the  young,  and  only  coalescing  in  old 
animals,  afterwards  coalescing  at  a  much  earlier  age.  The  gradual 
perfecting  of  the  foot  by  the  deyelopment  of  the  ridge  round  the  lower 
articular  end  of  the  metapodium  in  later  forms,  the  ridge  being  quite 
wanting  in  early  forms  of  the  same  group,  has  been  noticed  by  the 
same  author  in  many  different  series  of  Ungulates.* 

During  the  miocene  period  the  peculiar  dental  characteristics  of 
the  modem  ruminants,  especially  the  loss  of  the  upper  incisors,  were 
deyeloped,  all  selenodont  artiodactyles  henceforth  showing  it.  Of 
this  early  race  of  imperfect  ruminants,  still  retaining  many  generalized 
characters,  especiaUy  in  the  skull,  the  ceryical  yertebrsd,  fibula, 
stomach,  &c.,  &e  cheyrotains  {TragtdidcB)  are  the  suryiyors,  especially 
the  West  African  Hyomoschua,  which  has  existed  almost  unchanged 
since  the  late  miocene  of  Sansans  and  Steinheim.  Then  for  the  first 
time  the  appendages  called  antlers  were  introduced,  but  only  in  a 
comparatiy^y  rudimentary  condition,  with  long  pedicles  and  few 
branches,  as  in  the  modem  Mnntjaks.  It  was  not  till  pliocene  and 
especially  pleistocene  epochs  that  ^e  wonderful  and  luxuriant  yariety 
of  ceryine  antlers  reached  their  full  deyelopment.  As  offsets  of  the 
deer  group,  the  giraffe,  the  gigantic  Siwalik  SivoUherium,  and  the 
HeUadoiherivm  of  Greece  may  1^  mentioned,  the  two  latter  haying 
become  extinct,  apparently  without  descendants. 

Later  still,  the  yet  more  specialized  forms  of  hollow-homed 
ruminants  appear — forms  which  now  dominate  the  earth,  being  of  all 
Ungulates  die  most  widely  diffused  and  most  numerous  in  species, 
in  indiyiduals,  and  in  outward  yariety,  though  in  essential  structure 
all  alike.  One  of  their  principal  chaoiu^teristics  is  the  modification 
of  their  molar  teeth  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  modem  horses,  to 
which  in  some  respects  they  seem  to  form  a  parallel  group.  The 
difference  between  the  molar  tooth  of  a  hollow-homed  ruminant  and 
that  of  a  deer  consists  in  the  great  lengthening  of  the  crown  without 
any  change  in  the  pattern  of  the  enamel  folds,  and  in  the  addition  of 
cement  to  support  these  folds.  This  alteration  did  not  take  place 
suddenly,  and  the  crowns  of  teeth  of  the  artiodactyles  before  the  time 
of  deer  were  stiU  shorter  than  in  those  animals. 

Among  the  deer  themselyes,  as  Lartet  obseryed,f  the  most  an- 
cient haye  yery  short-crowned  molars,  and  the  depressions  on  the 
surface  are  so  shallow  that  the  bottom  is  always  yisible,  while  in 
the  CeryidfB  of  the  more  recent  tertiary  periods,  and  especially  the 
pleistocene  and  liying  species,  these  same  cayities  are  so  deep  that, 
whateyer  be  the  state  of  dentition,  the  bottom  cannot  be  seen.     This 

*  See  also  his  interesting  observations  on  adaptive  and  inadaptive  modifioa- 
tionsof  the  feet— Proc.  Eoy.  Soc,,  Feb.  6th,  1873. 
t  'Oomptes  Bendns,*  1868,  torn.  66,  p.  1119. 
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(ho  says)  is  a  perfectly  reliable  mle  for  diBtingnishing  the  ancient 
from  the  more  modem  forms  of  deer,  and  can  be  applied  to  other 
animals  as  well  as  the  CervidsB.  From  it  he  surmises  that  the 
duration  of  the  life  of  modem  is  greater  than  that  of  ancient  deer. 
The  same  careful  observer  also  remarks  that  a  gradual  progress  is 
observed  in  the  volume  of  the  brain  and  complexity  of  its  surface, 
as  deduced  from  casts  of  the  interior  of  the  skull,  from  which  fact 
he  concludes  that  a  gradual  growth  of  vital  energy  and  intelligence 
has  occurred  as  the  effect  of  £e  tendency  of  animated  nature  towards 
improvement,  of  which  the  cause  is  always  acting,  and  the  limits 
indefinite. 

Thus  the  history  of  the  Even-toed  Ungulates  tells  the  same  story 
as  that  of  the  Perissodaotyles.  The  modem  forms  are  placed  along 
lines  which  converge  towards  a  common  centre.  Moreover,  the  lines 
of  both  groups,  to  a  certain  extent,  approximate;  but  within  the 
limits  of  our  Imowledge  they  do  not  meet.  Both  artiodactyles  and 
perissodaotyles  existed  low  down  in  the  eocene,  just  as  Carnivores, 
Insectivores,  bats,  rodents,  and  other  great  groups  then  existed  with 
boundary  lines  as  distinctly  marked  as  now. 

Was  the  order,  according  to  which  the  introduction  of  new  fonns 
seems  to  have  taken  place  since  that  epoch,  then  entirely  changed  ? 
or  did  it  continue  as  &r  back  as  the  period  when  these  lines  would 
have  been  gradually  fused  into  a  common  centre  ? 

Here  we  are  landed  in  the  region  of  pure  speculation ;  but  bolder 
travellers  than  I  have  endeavoured  to  penetrate  its  mysteries,  as  may 
be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  Professor  Huxley's  presidential  address  to  the 
Geological  Society  for  1870.* 

I  have  so  far  confined  myself  within  the  region  of  the  known, 
and  shown  that  at  least  in  one  group  of  animals  the  facts  which 
we  have  as  yet  acquired  point  to  the  former  existence  of  various  inter- 
mediate forms,  so  numerous  that  they  go  far  to  discredit  the  view 
of  the  sudden  introduction  of  new  species. 

They  show  also  many  cases  of  gradual  modification  of  particular 
organs,  probably  always  to  the  benefit  of  the  race,  and  also  a  general 
progress  from  lower  to  higher  or  more  specialized  types ;  though,  as 
in  all  other  cases  of  progress  (human  civilization,  for  instance), 
attended  with  many  exceptions,  some  local  and  temporary,  some  only 
apparent. 

Whether  the  inferences  which  seem  to  me  to  follow  from  these 
facts  are  tme  or  not,  may  still  be  an  open  question ;  for  the  sake  of 
the  stimulus  that  an  open  question  of  this  sort  lends  to  scientific 
research  I  am  very  glad  that  it  is  so ;  but  if  true,  if  we  are  led  by 
them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  world  we  live  in  is  a  world  of  graduiJ 
growth  and  progress,  and  orderly  evolution,  what  grander  view  of 
3ie  Creation  and  the  history  of  that  world  can  we  have  opened  to  us  ? 

[W.  H.  F.]_ 

*  Bopublished  in  hiB  *  Critiques  and  Addrosaes,*  1873. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING, 

Thursday,  May  1, 1873. 

Sib  Hbnbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.CX.  F.B.S.  President, 
in  the  Ohair. 

The  Annnal  Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Visitors  for  the  year 
1872  was  read  and  adopted. 

Fifty-eight  new  Members  were  elected  in  1872. 

Sixty-three  Lectures  and  Nineteen  Evening  Discourses  were 
delivered  daring  the  year  1872. 

The  Books  and  Pamphlets  presented  in  1872  amounted  to  95 
volumes,  making,  with  those  purchased  by  the  Managers,  a  total  of 
241  volumes  added  to  the  Library  in  the  year,  exclusive  of  periodicals. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  to 
the  Committees  of  Managers  and  Visitors,  and  to  the  Professors,  for 
their  services  to  the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  (Gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected  as  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year : — 

Pbestoent— Sir  Henry  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.CL.  F.R.S. 
Tbbasubkk— George  Busk,  Esq.  F.RC.S.  F.E.S. 
Secbbtaby— William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  LL.D.  M.A.  F.RS. 


Managebs. 

George  Berkley,  Esq.  C.E. 

WillUm  Bowman,  Esq.  F.R.C.S.  F.R.S. 

Warren  De  la  Rue,  Esq.  D.CL.  F.R.S. 

Francis  Galton,  Esq.  F.R.S. 

John  Peter  Gassiot,  Esq.  D.CL.  F  R.S. 

John  Hall  Gladstone,  Esq.  Ph.D.  F.R.S. 

Sir  William  Robert  Groye,  M.A.  F.R.S. 

Just.  CP. 
The  Lord  Lindsay. 
William  Pole,  Esq.  M^  F:R.S. 
Sir  W.  Frederick  Pollock,  Bart.  M.A. 
Robert  P.  Ronpell,  Esq.  M.A.  Q.C 
The  Lord  Arthur  John  Edw.  Rnssell,  M.P. 
The  Hon.  John  William  Stmtt. 
Sir  Charles  Wheatstone,  D.CL.  F.R.S. 
Colonel  Philip  James  Torke,  F.R.S. 


VlSITOBS. 

Andrew  Whyte  Barclay,  M J>. 

Hon.  Robert  Bourke,  M.P. 

John  Charles  Bnrgoyne,  Esq. 

Alexander  John  Ellis,  Esq.  F.R.S. 

George  Edward  Eyre,  Esq.  M.A. 

Thomas  Williams  Helps,  Esq.  M  Ji.  * 

Alfred  Gutteres  Henriqnes,  Esq.  F.G.S. 

Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  Esq. 

Robert  Pilkington  Linton,  Esq.  F.R.C.S. 

William  Millar,  Esq. 

Edward  Henry  Moscrop,  Esq. 

A.  C  Brisbane  Neill,  M.D. 

The  Lord  Josceline  W.  Percy. 

William  Salmon,  Esq. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  2, 1873. 

Sib  Hknby  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.CX.  P.R.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Db.  J.  Emebbon  Bbtholds, 

pBOPnaoR  or  chrmistrt,  botal  ddblih  bocrtt,  axd  ksbpbb  ov  ths  MnrsRAL  dbpartvvnt. 
On  Alcohols  from  Flint  and  Quariz. 

In  appearing  before  yon  this  evening  to  lecture  on  '*  Alcohols  from 
Flint  and  Quartz,"  you  will  permit  me  at  the  outset  to  explain,  and 
even  materially  to  extend,  the  title  of  my  discourse. 

I  do  not  propose  to  e^ow  that  spirits  can  be  extracted  from  flint 
and  quartz  by  mechanical  processes ;  but  I  hope  to  satisfy  you  that  by 
indirect  and  purely  chemical  means  we  can  obtain  from  these  familiar 
and  widely-diffused  minerals,  and  from  native  silicates,  bodies  resem- 
bling in  chemical  action,  and  even  in  appearance,  the  well-known 
alcohol  of  wine. 

Carbon  has  hitherto  been  considered  the  sole  alcohol-forming 
element;  but  we  shall  see  that  the  chief  constituent  of  flint  and 
quartz,  namely,  silicon,  must  now  be  admitted  to  share  in  this  power, 
and  likewise  in  Hie  ability  to  form  other  remarkable  compounds  that 
it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  in  the  course  of  this  lecture. 

In  selecting  this  subject,  I  have  done  so  in  part  because  this  most 
promising  field  of  research,  opened  up  by  the  labours  of  Wohler,  Buff, 
Friedel,  Crafts,  Ladenburg,  and  others,  has  hitherto  been  but  little 
cultivated  in  this  country,  and  therefore  probably  possesses  some 
novelty  for  the  audience  I  have  the  honour  to  address ;  and  also 
because  we  find  in  this  new  branch  of  chemical  investigation  most 
interesting  illustrations  of  the  advantage  we  may  derive  from  the 
cautious  use  of  the  argument  from  analogy. 

As  a  preliminary  to  the  inquiry  I  propose,  we  may  consider  very 
briefly  the  chemical  nature  of  flint  and  quartz. 

The  word  "  flint "  is  of  very  ancient  origin,  and  was  often  used  to 
indicate  any  particularly  hard  rock.  In  this  sense  it  is  employed 
several  times  in  the  Old  Testament — ^first,  in  the  Book  of  Deutero- 
nomy, viii.  15,  and  in  Psalms,  cxiv.  8,  where  the  rock  struck  by 
Moses  is  said  to  be  ''  of  flint"  We  now  use  the  term  to  distinguish 
a  well-known  uncrystalline  mineral,  which  can  be  easily  shown  to  be 
a  chemical  compound  of  two  so-called  elementary  forms  of  matter — 
oxygen  and  silicon. 

Flint  is  identical  in  chemical  composition  with  quartz  or  rock- 
crystal,  though  physically  different,  as  you  will  perceive  by  reference 
to   the   fine   specimens   on   the   table,    kindly   lent    by  Mr.  Bryce 
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M.  Wright,  the  well-known  mineral  collector.  The  common  name 
of  ^*  silica "  is  given  to  the  chemical  compound,  and  the  terms  flint, 
agate,  quartz,  rock-Grystal,  are  reserved  for  the  forms  in  which  we 
meet  with  this  remarkable  substance  in  natare. 

Having  cleared  our  ground  so  isnx,  we  have  to  find  how  the  oxygen 
may  be  separated  from  any  of  those  forms  of  silica,  and  the  element 
silicon  may  be  obtained.  This  cannot  be  directly  accomplished,  but 
by  indirect  means  we  can  obtain  the  desired  results.  I  have  here  a 
quantity  of  finely-divided  fiiint  mixed  with  some  powdered  fluor-spar ; 
when  I  pour  oil  of  vitriol  on  the  mixture,  and  apply  heat,  a  colourless 
gas  is  obtained,  which,  when  passed  into  water,  produces  a  highly  acid 
and  gelatinous  liquid.  The  gas  is  a  compound  of  the  element  fluorine, 
with  silicon — thie  tetrafluoride  of  silicon—  and  this,  when  brought  in 
contact  with  water,  produces  an  acid  called  hydrofluosilicic  and  a 
quantity  of  gelatinous  hydrate  of  silica. 

The  clear  acid  liquid,  when  treated  with  caustic  soda,  yields  this 
white  salt,  the  fluosilicate  of  sodium,  from  which  we  directly  obtain 
the  silicon,  as  you  see,  by  simply  heating  with  some  metallic  sodium. 
In  this  case,  the  sodium  replaces  the  silioon,  the  latter  separating,  as 
you  observe,  in  the  tube  as  a  dark  brown  substance. 

Having  thus  prepared  silicon  from  flint,  we  are  in  a  position  to 
compare  it  with  carbon,  to  trace  out  the  analogies  which  subsist 
between  them,  and  then  to  show  that  some  of  the  alcoholic  and  other 
compounds  of  carbon  have  their  strange  and  interesting  analogues  in  a 
silicon  series. 

First,  then,  we  shall  compare  the  elements  themselves. 

We  meet  with  nearly  pure  carbon  under  the  well-known  forms  of 
charcoal,  graphite,  and  diamond. 

We  can  ^isily  prepare  the  corresponding  varieties  of  silicon — ^the 
amorphous,  the  graphitoidal,  and  adamantine.  With  the  aid  of  the 
phengascope,  I  AaH  now  project  on  the  screen  images  of  specimens, 
in  order  that  you  may  compare  the  varieties  side  by  side.  I  have  also 
on  the  table  a  very  fine  specimen  of  crystallijEed  silicon,  for  which  I 
have  to  thank  Messrs.  Hopkin  and  WiUiams.  [The  lecturer  showed 
a  greatly  magnified  image  of  a  fine  crystallized  diamond  on  the  screen; 
a  number  of  other  specimens  were  exhibited  in  the  same  way.J 

As  might  be  anticipated,  the  specific  gravity  of  carbon  is  lowest 
in  charcoal  and  highest  in  diamond.  Corresponding  differences  in 
specific  gravity  are  observed  between  the  varieties  of  silicon.  The 
two  elements  also  correspond  remarkably  in  variations  of  specific  heat, 
with  different  states  of  aggregation.  The  specific  heat  of  the  diamond 
is  lower  than  that  of  graphite,  and  the  specific  heat  of  adamantine 
silicon  is  lower  than  that  of  the  graphitoidal  variety. 

Passing  now  from  the  points  of  physical  resemblance  between 
carbon  and  silicon,  I  shall  dwell  more  particularly  on  the  chemical 
relations  of  the  two  elements. 

We  are  familiar  with  the  fact  that  carbon  bums  in  oxygen, 
producing,  in  an  excess  of  that  gas,  the  well-known  gaseous  oxide  of 
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carbon,  commonly  called  carbonic  acid;  cbarcoal  or  coke  bum  readily 
in  oxygen,  while  graphite  is  consumed  with  considerable  difficulty, 
and  tide  diamond  is  still  more  difficult  of  combustion.  Amorphous 
silicon  bums  as  easily  in  oxygen  as  charcoal,  and  forms  the  oxide 
silica,  the  same  oxide  that  we  find  as  flint  or  quartz.  [Experiments 
exhibited.] 

In  this  way  we  can  reproduce,  so  far  as  composition  is  concerned, 
the  substance  from  which  we  originally  obtain^  the  silicon  for  our 
experiments.  Now,  though  amorphous  silicon 'is  easily  burnt,  the 
graphitic  and  adamantine  varieties  of  the  element  resemble  the  corre- 
sponding forms  of  carbon  in  difficult  combustibility.  Crystalline 
silicon  may  be  raised  even  to  a  white  heat  in  oxygen  gas  without 
burning. 

Unlike  carbon,  silicon  in  any  of  its  forms  easily  combines  directly 
with  chlorine,  producing  the  liquid  chloride  which  I  have  in  this 
tube.  This  is  a  very  volatile  body,  boiling  at  50^  C,  and  is  half  as 
heavy  again  as  water.  It  can  also  be  prepared  from  silica  by  heating 
to  full  redness  the  finely-divided  oxide  and  carbon  in  a  current  of 
chlorina  In  composition  this  chloride  is  the  silicon  representative 
of  tetrachloride  of  carbon. 

In  addition  to  this  chloride  of  silicon,  the  discovery  of  which  we 
owe  to  Ber2elius,  another  has  very  recently  been  obtained  by  Friedel, 
which  corresponds  to  a  well-known  carbon  hexachloride. 

We  next  pass  to  a  compound  of  silicon  with  hydrogen.  It  may  be 
prepared  in  a  pure  state  by  means  of  a  rather  complex  reaction  I  i^all 
have  presently  to  refer  to ;  but  we  can  easily  obtain  the  impure  gas 
by  Wohler's  method,  in  treating  a  compound  of  silicon  and  magnesium 
with  hydrochloric  acid«  We  thus  obtain  a  colourless,  spontaneously 
inflammable  gas,  which  bums  with  a  bright  light  on  contact  with  the 
air.  In  its  pure  condition,  siliciuretted  hydrogen  is  not  spontaneously 
combustible  at  ordinary  pressure,  but  in  a  slightly  rarefied  atmosphere 
it  easily  inflames.  The  compositions  of  these  silicon  and  carbon  com- 
pounds are  shown  in  this  table : — 

SiO,  Oxides.  CO, 

SiCL  Chlorides.  CCL 

81,01.  „  C,C1, 

SiH^  Hydrides.  CH^ 

The  siliciuretted  hydrogen  is  evidently  the  chemical  analogue  of 
marsh-gas,  the  tetrahy^ide  of  carbon. 

It  is  usual  to  regard  marsh-gas  as  the  typical  carbon  compound 
from  which  some  alcoholic  series  may  be  supposed  to  spring,  and,  in 
fact,  all  the  alcohols  belonging  to  the  group  of  which  the  well-known 
wood-spirit  and  spirit  of  wine  are  the  chief  members,  are  .<K>mmonly 
regarded  as  derivatives  of  marsh-gas,  in  which  a  part,  or  all,  the 
hydrogen  has  been  replaced  by  one  or  more  compound  radicals,  such 
as  hydroxyl,  methyl,  ethyl,  propyl,  &c.  In  these  cases,  carbon  of  the 
marsh-gas  is  the  grouping  element  of  the  compound,  or  that  con- 
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stitnent  which  serves  to  bind  together  the  different  materials  of  which 
the  molecular  edifice  is  constructed.  In  the  same  way  the  silicon  in 
silicinretted  bydrogen  may  be  shown  to  be  the  nncleus  round  which 
can  be  grouped  hydroxy  1,  methyl,  ethyl,  &c.,  so  as  to  form  the  alcohols 
whose  compositions  I  shall  presently  have  to  refer  to.  Several  of  the 
less  complex  terms  are  still  wanting,  but  their  existence  is  rendered 
highly  probable  by  the  occurrence  of  bodies  bearing  the  same  close 
relation  to  the  unknown  alcohol  that  marsh-gas  bears  to  woodnspirit, 
or  the  add  of  vinegar  (acetic  acid)  to  common  spirit  of  wine.  As  we 
ascend  in  the  series,  however,  we  meet  with  the  true  alcohols,  in  which 
silicon  takes  the  place  of  carbon  as  the  grouping  element. 

It  must  be  here  admitted,  however,  that  no  well-defined  alcohols 
have  yet  been  discovered  in  which  silicon  acts  in  any  other  way  than 
as  the  nucleus  of  the  compound ;  carbon  radicals  in  all  these  cases 
playing  the  subordinate  parts.  But  we  have  every  reason  to  expect 
that  complex  alcohols  containing  silicon  only  will  yet  be  obtained  as 
researches  extend. 

.In  1857  Buff  and  Wohler  obtained  a  volatile  fuming  liquid  on 
heating  crystalline  silicon  nearly  to  redness  in  a  current  of  dry  hydro- 
chloric acid  gas.  The  precise  nature  of  this  liquid  was  unlmown 
until  1871,  when  Friedel  and  Crafts  published  the  results  of  their 
admirable  researches  upon  Buff  and  Wohler's  liquid,  and  showed  that 
it  was  a  mixture  of  chloride  of  silicon  with  a  new  body,  which  proved 
to  be  the  strict  chemical  analogue  of  our  well-known  chloroform, 
silicon  replacing  carbon. 

SiHGl,  Chlorofonns.  CHCl, 

This  body  is  a  colourless,  mobile,  and  very  volatile  liquid  boiling 
at  35^  C.  I  have  a  quantity  of  it  in  this  tube.  One  of  its  most 
remarkable  properties  is  that  of  exploding  with  great  facility  when  its 
vapour  is  mixed  with  air.  I  shall  now  show  you  the  experiment. 
Ordinary  chloride  of  silicon  does  not  afford  an  explosive  mixture  when 
its  vapour  is  mingled  with  air.     [Experiments  shown.] 

¥^en  this  remarkable  body  is  made  to  unite  with  anhydrous 
alcohol,  a  colourless  ethereal  liquid  is  obtained  on  distillation,  having 
an  agreeable  odour,  and  a  boiling-point  at  134°  C.  This  body  is 
strictly  analogous  in  composition  to  a  substance  obtained  by  William- 
son and  Eay,  by  acting  on  ordinary  chloroform  with  sodium  alcohol. 

These  ethers  may  each  be  regarded  as  derived  from  a  glycerine  or 
triatomic  alcohol,  as  shown  below.  Neither  of  these  alcohols  has  as 
yet  been  isolated. 

®^  00!h*  Formic  ethers  (tribado).  cJ^q^h* 

|H  /H 

fiJOH  ^,  n  OH 

®M0H  Glycerms.  O  gg 

(oh  [oh 
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By  the  action  of  sodiom  on  the  silicon  ether  just  referred  to  we  can 
obtain  gilidLnretted  hydrogen  in  a  state  of  purity.  This  is  the  only 
known  mode  of  obtaining  the  pure  compound. 

Betuming  to  the  silicon  chloroform,  about  whose  chemical  nature 
we  can  now  have  little  if  any  doubt,  we  next  haye  to  inquire  in  what 
direction,  and  how  feur,  we  can  pursue  the  analogy  between  the  great 
pain-killer,  discoTcred  ahnost  simultaneously  by  8oubeiran  and  the 
illustrious  chemist  of  Giessen,  who  has  so  recently  passed  away  from 
amongst  us,  and  the  curious  body  that  we  can  obtain  indirectly  from 
flint  or  other  form  of  silica  in  the  manner  I  have  described. 

Ordinary  chloroform  is  well  known  to  be  closely  allied  to  common 
wood-spirit,  or  methyl  alcohol,  in  a  way  that  will  be  evident  on  com- 
paring the  formul®.  In  fiEtct,  chloroform  is  easily  obtained  by  treat- 
ing wood-spirit  with  bleaching-powder.  We  cannot  in  any  simple  way 
reverse  this  process  and  prepare  wood-spirit  from  chloroform,  but  we 
can  do  something  in  this  direction,  for  we  are  able  by  the  action  of 
caustic  potash  to  obtain  from  chloroform  formic  acid-,  a  body  which  is 
one  of  tiie  most  remarkable  products  of  oxidation  of  wood-spirit.  The 
relation  of  formic  acid  to  the  alcohol  is  shown  in  the  table  below ;  and 
it  is  there  further  pointed  out  that  this  formic  acid  should  yield  an 
anhydride — ^a  body  capable  of  producing  the  acid  by  union  with  the 
elements  of  water.  This  anhydride  is  not  known,  but  the  importance 
of  suggesting  its  existence  wiU  appear  in  a  moment. 


Sii 

Si 

81 

Regarding  silicon  chloroform  from  the  same  point  of  view,  analogy 
would  lead  us  to  look  for  a  simple  silicon  alcohol  similar  to  wood- 
spirit  or  methyl  alcohol ;  but  we  would  not  expect  the  silicon  chloro- 
form easily  to  yield  this  alcohol  directly,  though  we  would  be  justified 
in  hoping  that  an  acid,  corresponding  to  formic  add,  might  be  obtained. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  such  alcohol  has  as  yet  been  prepared  even 
indirectly;  but  a  corresponding  acid  is  very  readily  produced,  and 
more  than  this,  for  the  anhydride  at  present  wanting  in  the  carbon 
series  is  found  in  that  of  silicon.  If  I  pass  the  vapour  of  silicon 
chloroform  into  water  nearly  ice-cold,  a  white  solid  body  is  obtained 
without  any  evolution  of  hydrogen,  and  an  acid  liquid  produced.  The 
white  '«olid  then  collected,  washed,  and  dried  at  a  low  temperature, 
forms  a  white  inflammable  powder,  which  was  first  described  by  Buff 
and  Wohler.  Friedel  and  Ladenburg  have  shown  that  this  remark- 
able body  is  the  anhydride  of  the  silico-formic  acid.    According  to  the 
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results  of  my  own  inyestigations,  the  add  liquid  to  which  I  referred 
just  now  contains,  in  addition  to  hydrochloric  add,  the  true  silico- 
formic  acid— a  hody  possessing  nearly  as  energetic  redacing  proper- 
ties as  the  corresponding  acid  deriyed  from  wood-spirit.  I  shall  now 
demonstrate  these  fftcts.  [The  lecturer  then  exhibited  the  experi- 
ments referred  to.] 

It  will  naturally  be  asked  whether  the  silicon  chloroform  is  capable 
of  acting  as  an  anaesthetic  like  ordinary  chloroform.  But  it  is  only 
necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  it  is  very  easily  decomposed 
by  water  into  gelatinous  matter,  and  highly  corrosive  hydrochloric 
add,  in  order  to  understand  that  its  inhidation  would  be  attended  by 
the  speedy  destruction  of  the  lungs  of  any  person  persisting  in  the 
experiment. 

Starting  from  silicon  chloroform,  then,  we  have  been  led,  by  ana- 
logical reasoning  in  the  first  instance,  to  infer  the  existence  of  a  simple 
silicon  alcohol  precisely  corresponding  to  wood-spirit.  On  testing 
this  induction  by  experiment,  we  have  obtained  answers  which  are,  so 
far  as  they  go,  aJtogether  favourable  to  the  view  just  stated.  In  fkct, 
the  results  are  as  satisfactory  as  they  can  be  short  of  the  discovery  of 
the  silico-methyl  alcohol. 

I  shall  now  endeavour  to  strengthen  this  position  by  showing  that 
the  existence  of  three  higher  members  of  the  alcoholic  series  has  been 
rendered  highly  probable  by  the  discovery  of  closely-related  bodies, 
though  the  alcohols  themselves  have  not  been  isolated ;  and,  finally, 
I  shall  show  that  the  alcohols  of  still  higher  terms  have  actually  been 
obtained. 

In  the  course  of  their  elaborate  and  able  investigation  of  silicon 
compounds,  Friedel  and  Crafts  discovered  that  chloride  of  silicon 
easily  acts  upon  common  alcohol,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  pro- 
ducing a  body  which  Friedel  and  Ladenburg  have  recently  sliown  to 
be  easily  attacked  by  a  mixture  of  sodium  with  a  curious  substance 
contained  in  this  tube — zinc-ethyL  The  product,  when  treated  with 
caustic  potash,  yields  a  body  which  bears  the  same  relation  to  silico- 
propyl  alcohol  that  formic  acid  does  to  wood-spirit.  This  relationship 
IS  shown  in  the  formulaa — 


Jf 

cir 

Propyl  alcohols. 

lOH 

lOH 

Si  0 
OH 

Propionic  acida. 

0  0 

OH 

This  silico-propionic  acid  is  in  this  tube,  and  is  a  white  combus- 
tible powder,  like  the  silico-formic  anhydride  I  have  already  shown  to 
you.  It  is  soluble  in  warm  caustic  potash,  but  not  in  caustic  soda ;  by 
which  character  it  can  be  distinguished  from  silica.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  state  that  it  can  be  obtained  in  aqueous  solution,  and  in 
the  pure  state,  by  Professor  Graham's  valuable  dialytio  process. 
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In  the  amyl  term,  neither  alcohol  nor  acid  are  yet  known ;  bnt  by 
the  action  of  zinc-methyl  on  chloride  of  silicon  we  can  obtain  a  lights 
colourless,  and  very  Tolatile  liquid,  which  is  silicon-methide,  a  bodr 
that  may,  for  reasons  which  will  presently  appear,  be  fedrly  considereA 
to  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  silico-amyl  aJcohol  that  marsh-gas  does 
to  wood-spirit    Thus — 


ran. 
Hi 

H 

Amyl  hydrideB. 

Ih 

lOH 

Aloohols. 

lOH 

The  researches  of  Friedel  and  Crafts  have  made  us  acquainted  with 
a  body  which  may  also  probably  be  regarded  as  the  hydride  corre- 
sponding to  silico-hexyl  alcohol.  This  compound  is  prepared  by  the 
action  of  zinc-methide  and  zino-ethide  in  chloride  of  silicon. 

fO.H„  rG.HH 

Si^g  Hexyl  hydrides.  dg 

raH„  rOH,. 

8i^  g  Hexyl  aloohola.  C<  g 

loH  loH 

Having,  therefore,  stated  the  grounds  for  inferring  the  existence  of 
silico-propyl,  silico-amyl,  and  sUico-hezyl  alcohols,  I  shall  now  pass 
at  once  to  the  second  class  of  evidence,  and  show  that  the  alcohols 
of  still  higher  terms  can  actually  be  prepared. 

In  referring  to  the  preparation  of  siHco-propionic  acid,  it  was 
stated  that  when  chloride  of  silicon  acts  upon  absolute  alcohol  a  body 
is  obtained  which,  on  treatment  with  zinc-ethyl  and  sodium,  yields  an 
ethereal  product  from  which  silico-propionic  acid  can  be  obtained  by 
treatment  with  caustic  potash.  If,  however,  instead  of  using  the 
caustic  alkali  we  continue  the  action  of  zinc-ethyl  and  sodium,  decom- 
pose the  products  with  water  in  sealed  tubes^  and  distil,  a  liquid  is 
obtained  which  contains  one  of  the  '*  alcohols  from  flint "  we  are  in 
search  of.  In  this  tube  I  have  a  small  quantity  of  the  alcohol,  and 
here  you  will  find  its  composition  stated — 

(OA  (OA 

Si  5^«  Heptyl  aloohola.  0  ^'^^ 

(oh  fob  * 

You  will  observe  that  it  is  the  silioo-heptyl  alcohol  precisely  cor- 
responding to  a  simple  carbon  alcohol  recently  discovered  by  Naha- 
petian,  both  being  tertiary  alcohols.  We  owe  to  Ladenbarg  the 
discovery  of  this  lowest  known  term  of  alcohols  containing  silicon. 
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As  yon  can  observe  it  is  a  colourless  liquid,  not  unlike  the  ordinary 
alcohol  of  wine.  It  is  insoluble  in  water,  but  easily  dissolved  by 
spirit  and  ether.  Chemically  it  acts  just  like  any  of  the  other 
alcohols,  producing  ethers,  and  dissolving  the  alkali  metals  to  form 
sodium  or  potassium  alcoholates.  When  common  spirit  burns  you 
are  aware  &at  its  flame  is  nearly  colourless,  but  I  shall  now  bum 
some  of  our  alcohol  from  flint,  and  you  will  find,  particularly  when 
we  feed  the  flame  with  oxygen,  that  a  bright  light  is  emitted. 

Clearly  defined  though  this  alcohol  is,  it  does  not  stand  alone,  for 
at  least  one  other  compound  of  the  same  order  is  known.  It  was  sug- 
gested in  1870,  by  IViedel  and  Crafts,  that  silicon  ethide — a.  body 
easily  prepared  by  the  action  of  chloride  of  silicon  on  zinc  ethide — 
might  be  regarded  as  the  hydride  of  silico-nonyl,  and  should  stand 
in  the  same  relation  to  an  alcohol  that  marsh-gas  does  to  common 
wood-spirit,  or  ethyl  hydride  to  ordinary  alcohol.  This  happy  idea, 
when  put  to  the  test  of  experiment,  was  fully  justified  by  the  result, 
for,  on  treating  silicon  ethide  in  essentially  the  same  manner  that  we 
should  adopt  in  preparing  wood-spirit  from  marsh-gas,  a  colourless 
liquid,  lighter  than,  and  insoluble  in,  water  is  obtained.  The  boiling 
point  of  this  body  is  190°  C.  It  yields  an  ether  with  acetic  acid,  dis- 
solves sodium,  forming  an  alcoholate,  and,  in  fact,  conforms  to  the 
general  habits  of  the  alcohols  of  the  series  to  which  conmion  spirit 
belongs.     The  compositions  of  these  bodies  are  thus  represented — 


81 


Si 


OH,, 

g  Konyl  hydrides. 


H 


f- 


g  AlcoholB.  O  g 

OH  (oh 


It  is  thus  shown  to  be  precisely  similar  to  the  nonyl  alcohol  prepared 
by  Pelouze  and  Cahours  from  American  petroleum. 

Ladenburg  has  very  recently  advanced  even  beyond  the  point  we 
have  now  reached,  and  has  shown  that  the  chloride  of  siHcon  can  be 
made  to  yield  two  ethers,  which  correspond,  as  I  may  suggest,  to 
silico-nonyl  diatomic  and  triatomic  alcohols.     Thus — 


i 

ioon!      ^'     H 

lOCA  lOH 


OH 
OH 


In  all  the  preceding  compounds  it  will  have  been  noted  that  but 
one  atom  of  silicon  is  present,  and  though,  as  I  pointed  out  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  lecture,  the  silicon  in  these  cases  occupies  the 
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chief  posiidon  as  the  grouping  element,  we  should  much  like  to  see 
silicon  tmiting  with  silicon,  and  forming  a  more  condensed  compound 
with  hydrogen.  Happily,  however,  very  important  evidence,  even 
upon  this  point,  is  forflicoming,  for  Friedel  and  Ladenburg  have  dis- 
covered corresponding  hexa-chlorido,  iodide,  and  bromide  of  silicon, 
and  treatment  of  the  hexa-iodide  with  zinc-ethyl  enables  us  to  obtain 
the  ethide  whose  formula  is  given  in  this  table — 


Hydride. 

Chloride. 

Ethide. 

fH 

01 

fCA 

H 

01 

O.H. 

SijH 

Si 

01 

Si   OjH, 

Si^H 

Si" 

01 

Bi^O,H, 

H 

01 

CA 

Ih 

1 01 

lO.H, 

It  is  not  improbable  that  in  the  last-named  compound  we  have  the 
starting-point  of  a  new  series  of  still  more  complex  bodies,  analogous 
to  derivatives  of  olefiant-gas  rather  than  to  those  of  marsh-gas. 

I  trust  you  will  now  admit  that  the  case  I  proposed  to  lay  before 
you  has  boon  made  out—namely,  that  we  can  obtain  some  alcohols 
indirectly  from  flint  or  other  form  of  silica,  and  that  we  have  solid 
ground  for  inferring  the  existence  of  many  others. 

A  rich  and  beautiful  field  for  chemical  research  appears  to  lie 
before  us  in  tracing  out  the  analogies  between  the  compounds  of 
carbon  and  silicon,  and  recognising  the  chemical  representatives  of 
many  of  the  most  complex  ''  organic  compounds "  in  the  native  sili- 
cates which  form  so  large  a  part  of  the  crust  of  this  earth. 

Hitherto  in  this  lecture  I  have  avoided  reference  to  subjects  not 
directly  connected  with  the  matter  in  hand,  but,  before  concluding, 
I  would  refer,  necessarily  in  a  very  few  words,  to  some  inquiries  in 
this  department  of  chemistry  which  have  been  carried  on  in  the  labo- 
ratory of  the  Boyal  Dublin  Society.  First,  however,  allow  me  to  per- 
form an  experiment.  I  have  here  a  glass  jar  filled  with  dry  ammo- 
niacal  gas;  when  I  drop  it  into  some  chloride  of  silicon,  a  white 
compound  is  obtained.  This  body  was  discovered  by  Persoz  in  1830, 
and  the  composition  he  assigns  to  it  would,  as  ably  suggested  by  Dr. 
Hofmann,  represent  a  mixture  of  sal-ammoniac  with  the  hydrochlo- 
rate  of  silicon-guanidine.  If  this  white  body  be  ignited  strongly  in 
a  closed  vessel,  an  infusible  white  substance  remains,  which  has  been 
examined  by  Deville  and  Wdhler,  who  have  shown  that  it  contains 
silicon  and  nitrogen,  and  that  the  same  or  similar  body  can  be  pro- 
duced by  intensely  heating  crystalline  silicon  in  an  atmosphere  of 
nitrogen. 

My  examination  of  this  curious  body  has  led  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  the  silicon  analogue  of  cyanogen — a  well-known  compound 
of  nitrogen  with  carbon,  and  the  chief  constituent  of  the  deadly 
poison  prusfiic  acid.  This  body,  though  little  affected  even  at  a  very 
high  temperature,  in  the  absence  of  moisture  is  easily  decomposed  by 
steam — mUca,  ammonia,  and  hydrogen  resulting.    A  similar  decompo- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873.]  General  Monthly  Meeting.  115 

sition  is  effected  by  heating  with  soda-lime.  I  may  add  that,  when 
this  singalar  compound  is  fused  with  a  small  quantity  of  carbonate  of 
potassium,  cyanide  and  silicate  of  the  metal  are  produced;  in  this 
case,  carbon  appears  to  displace  silicon. 

If^  in  the  experiments  with  ammoniacal  gas,  we  substitute  silicon 
chloroform  for  the  silicic  chloride,  a  body  is  obtained  from  which  this 
compound  of  silicon  and  nitrogen  can  be  easily  extracted.  Now  we 
know  well  that  when  ordinary  chloroform  is  heated  with  ammonia  gas, 
chloride  and  cyanide  of  ammonium  are  obtained,  and  that  under 
certain  circumstances  a  body  called  para-cyanogen  is  also  produced. 
Analogy  would  lead  us  to  anticipate  that  silicon  chloroform  would 
react  in  a  similar  manner,  and  tiie  facts  I  have  hitherto  observed 
justify  this  inference. 

It  would  be  out  of  place  to  pursue  this  subject  here,  as  the  results 
of  the  inquiry  referred  to  haye  not  yet  been  published.  I  have, 
therefore,  now  simply  shown  to  you  one  of  the  diief  bodies  to  which 
interest  belongs,  and  ventured  to  point  out  the  relationship  I  believe 
it  to  bear  to  some  of  the  well-known  and  remarkable  compounds  of 
carbon  with  nitrogen. 

In  concluding  this  lecture,  I  need  simply  remind  the  audience  I 
have  the  honour  to  address  that  the  practical  value  of  scientific  re- 
search is  rarely  apparent  at  first.  Who  could  have  suspected  that  the 
benzole  discovered  by  the  venerable  philosopher  whose  name  is  so 
inseparably  connected  with  this  Institution,  would  have  proved,  in 
the  able  hands  of  Perkin  and  of  Hofinann,  the  chief  source  of  many 
of  the  exquisite  dyes  now  largely  manufactured  in  this  country  ?  Yet 
in  this,  as  in  a  hundred  of  other  instances,  the  small  and  apparently 
useless  scientific  seedling  has  gradually  expanded  into  the  stirong  tree, 
yielding  its  rich  store  of  useM  fruit.  Let  us  hope  that  a  similar 
future  awaits  some  of  the  alcohols  from  flint  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  this  evening,  and  that,  in  pursuing  our  studies  of  the  silicon 
analogues  of  the  more  complex  carbon  compounds,  we  may  be  led 
to  appreciate  more  fully  than  we  have  hitherto  done  the  admirable 
economy  and  harmony  of  Nature.  [J.  E.  E.] 


OENEBAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  May  6, 1873. 

Sib  Hsnbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.O.L.  F.RS.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

The  following  Vice-Presidents  for  the  ensuing  year  were  an« 
nonnoed : — 

George  Busk,  Esq.  the  Treasurer, 

Warren  De  la  Bue,  Esq.  D.O.L.  F.R& 

The  Lord  Lindsay, 

William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  LL.D.  F.RS.  the  Secretary. 
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Mrs.  Bergbeim, 
Maures  Horner,  Esq. 
Edwin  Lawrence,  Esq.  LL.B.  F.R.A.S. 
Hugh  Matheson,  Esq. 
Miss  Frederioa  Soott, 
Alexander  Young  Stewart,  Esq. 
were  eUded  Members  of  the  Eoyal  Institution. 

The  following  communication  to  the  fiEunilj  of  .the  late  Db.  Bekoi 
JoNSS  was  read  and  adopted  :— 

"The  Managers  of  the  Eoyal  Institution  were  instructed  by  a 
unanimous  vote  at  the  recent  Annual  Meeting  of  its  Members,  to 
convey  to  the  family  of  their  late  Honorary  Secretary,  De.  Henbt 
Benob  Jones,  the  expression  of  their  strongest  s^^mpathy  in  their 
sorrow  for  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained  by  his  death,*  and  to 
transmit  to  them  also  the  expression  of  the  deep  sense  the  Members 
entertain  of  the  yalue  of  the  great  and  eminent  services  which  the 
Institution  has  received  from  their  late  Honorary  Secretary  during  his 
long  official  connection  with  it." 

John  Ttndall,  Esq.  LL.D.  F.R.S.  was  re-elected  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy. 

The  Presents  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FBOM 
Antiquaries,  Society  ©/—Proceedings,  Vol.  V.  No.  6.    8vo.    1872-3. 
AttroYKmicai  SodetVy  Boya^Montbly  Noticea,  Vol.  XXXIU.  No.  5.    8vo.    1873. 
British  ArehiiecU,  HoyaL  Institute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1872-3,  Nos.  9,  10.    4to. 
Chemical  /Sbcte^w— Journal  for  April,  1873.    8vo. 
Cox,  Edward  W,  Esq,  Sergeant-at^Law,  M.R.L  {the  iltt^Aor)— What  am  I?  A  Popular 

Introduction  to  Mental  Philosophy  and  Pqrchology.    Vol.  I.    8vo.    1873. 
Editors — American  Journal  of  Science  for  AprU,  1873.    8yo. 

AliienfBum  for  April,  1873.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  April,  1873.    4to. 

Engineer  for  April,  1873. 

Food  Journal  for  April,  1873.    4to. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  April,  1873.    Folio. 

Journal  of  Gas-Ligiiting  for  April,  1873.    4to. 

Nature  for  April,  1873.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  April,  1873.    8yo. 

Once  a  Week  for  April,  1873.    8vo.  . 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  April,  1873.    Svo. 

Telegraph  Journal,  No.  6.    8yo.    1873. 
FrarikUn  ihsft^ttf^— Journal,  No.  667.    8vo.    1873. 
EorUcuUurat  Society,  Royal-^ovunsX.  Parts  1-12.    8to.    1866-73. 

J.  Glaisher :  Reduction  of  Meteorological  Observations,  1826-69.    8yo.    1871. 
Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society— FrooeedingBf  Vol.  XII.  No.  1.  8vo. 

1873. 
Medkanical  Engineert^  InstiiuUony  Birmingham — Proceedings,  Jan.  1873.    8yo. 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  JBoya^— Froceedings,  Pfcrt  36.    8yo.    1873. 

♦  On  April  20th. 
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Beeveij  lf«Mn.— Comets'  Tails  no  longer  a  Mystery.    16to.    187.^ 

Boyol  Society  of  .Sdcfi^urg^— Transactions,  Vol.  XXYL  Part  4.    4to.    1873. 

Proceedings,  Session  1871-2.    8vo.    1873. 
Saxon  Society  o/SeienceB,  Bdyai— Abhandlungen,  Band  XVI.  Nob.  1-4.  8vo.   1872. 

Berichte :  PhiL  Hist.  Classe,  1870, 1871.    8yo.    1872. 
Social/  HdUandaise  dee  Seieneee^AichiYW  N^rlandaises,  Tome  YII.  Noe.  4,  5. 

8vo.    1872. 
Siftnons,  G.  J.  Esq.  (the  uiuttor)— Symons*  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 

April,  1873.    8vo. 
Vidona  Institvte— J ownhl  of  Transactions,  Vol.  VL  Nos.  24,  25.    8vo.    1873. 
WUrdmrg  Fhyeikdl.  Medeoin.  Oes8ase^/iE--Verhandlungen,  Baud  III.  Heft  4. 

Syo.    1872. 


WEEBXT  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  9, 1873. 

Sib  Henbt  Holland,  Bart  M.D.  D.C.L.  F  JLS.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

MovNTSTUABT  E.  Gbant  Duff,  Esq.  M.P. 

A  Fortnight  in  Asia  Minor. 

Slowly  the  lights  of  Stambonl  died  oat  in  the  distance,  and  we 
glided  away  into  the  silent  Sea  of  Marmora.  Far  off  to  the  left,  and 
not  to  be  visited  by  ns  npon  this  occasion,  lay,  at  the  bottom  of  its  gulf, 
Nicomedia,  where  Diocletian  resigned  the  throne  of  the  world,  and 
retired  to  grow  cabbages  at  Salona.  There,  likewise,  was  Bronssa,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Mysian  Olympus,  which  had  so  tantalizingly  kept  its 
head  shrouded  in  the  clouds  all  the  time  we  were  in  Pera,  although 
our  windows  opened  straight  upon  it.  We  had  made  various  pliuis 
for  going  to  Broussa,  which  attracted  us  not  only  by  its  beauty,  but 
as  the  first  centre  of  the  Ottoman  power  in  these  regions,  but  they  all 
broke  down  before  the  exigencies  of  time,  that  stem  controller  of 
autumn  holidays. 

With  Broussa  went  aU  chance  of  seeing  NicaBa,  the  seat  of  the  first 
General  Council,  and  one  of  the  most  famous  places  in  the  history  of 
the  first  Crusade ;  partly  from  its  stout  resistance  to  the  Christians, 
and  partly  from  the  fact  that  Walter  the  Penniless  died  pierced  by 
seven  arrows  before  its  walls. 

We  passed  on,  however,  as  I  say,  although  well-nigh  every  mile 
of  these  historic  shores  invited  us  to  stay.  There  at  Libyssa, 
Hannibal  had  ended  by  poison  his  earthnshaking  career ;  and  tiiere 
near  Moudania,  the  port  of  Broussa,  a  more  modem  warrior,  quite 
as  great  in  his  way — Count  von  Moltke — had  run  a  considerable 
chance  of  being  drowned,  in  the  year  1836,  as  he  himself  has  told  us 
in  his  pleasant  letters  on  Turkey. 

These  places,  however,  and  many  others,  though  very  near  us,  we 
could  behold  only  with  the  eye  of  the  mind,  for  brilliant  as  was  the 
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starliglit  aided  by  a  young  moon,  it  enabled  us  to  see  but  a  very  short 
distance  on  either  side  of  our  yessel's  track. 

In  the  first  grey  of  the  morning  I  came  on  deck,  and  found  that 
we  had  already  left  behind  the  marble  island  of  Marmora,  which  gives 
its  niodern  name  to  the  ancient  Propontis,  the  peninsula  of  Procon- 
nesus,  at  the  landward  end  of  which  lay  Cyzicus,  the  mouth  of  the 
Granicus,  made  memorable  by  Alexander  the  Great's  battle ;  Gallipoli, 
so  famous  in  the  history  of  the  Crimean  War ;  and  Lampsacus,  which 
was  one  of  the  cities  assigned  by  the  Great  King  for  the  support  of 
Themistocles. 

Passed  also,  no  less,  was  a  spot  which  some  might  have  cared  even 
more  to  see,  the  hillock  to  which  tradition  has  attached  the  name  of 
the  Tomb  of  Memnon,  that  mysterious  personage  who,  as  the  legend 
said,  came  from  some  far-away  country  to  assist  the  Trojans,  and  whose 
last  resting-place  was  kept  watered  from  the  riyer  Sangarius  by  the 
birds  one  still  sees  flying  about  on  these  seas,  which  the  ancients 
.  called  "  Memnonisd  ayes,"  and  the  modems  less  gracefully  term  the 
dmes  damnie. 

The  sun  had  risen  oyer  the  hills  on  the  Asiatic  shore  before  we 
ran  between  Sestos  and  Abydos,  and  drew  near  to  the  towu  which 
Europeans  call  the  Dardanelles,  but  which  the  Turks,  with  their 
genius  for  the  commonplace  in  names,  call  Tchanak  Ealesi,  or  Pottery 
Castle,  from  the  flouridiing  manufacture  of  earthenware  which  exists 
there.  Presently  a  boat  came  alongside,  bringing  one  of  the  English 
residents  in  the  town,  to  whose  kind  keeping  we  had  been  consigned 
by  friends.  Here,  after  a  yisit  to  the  Governor,  a  friendly  and  hale  old 
man  who  commanded  the  Turkish  fleet  when  the  Allies  engaged  the  sea- 
ward batteries  of  Sebastopol,  we  spent  half-an-hour  in  inspecting  the 
far-famed  Castle  of  Asia,  whose  monster  guns  still  bear  the  marks  of 
the  balls  which  struck  them  when  Duckworth,  not  too  wisely,  ran  up 
past  them  to  Constantinople.  *  *  *  *  The  military  Pasha  gave  us  a 
ku^e  boat  with  fourteen  rowers,  and  we  were  soon  afloat.  After  a  row 
of  about  two  hours  and  a  half,  we  approached  a  quiet  little  bay  with  a 
shelving  shore,  white  cliffs  to  the  left,  and  a  sandy  hill  to  the  right.  We 
touched  land  and  stood  upon  the  soil  of  the  Troad,  for  the  sandy  hill 
to  the  right  was  no  other  than  the  Eastern  face  of  the  RhsBtean  pro- 
montory. 

It  was  curious  to  think,  as  we  drew  near  the  beach,  how  many  and 
how  different  were  the  travellers  in  whose  wake  we  were  following. 
Hither  turned  aside  Xerxes  on  his  way  to  attack  Athens,  and  Alexander 
on  his  way  to  conquer  Persia ;  so  did  Mindarus  the  Spartan,  the  hero 
of  the  famous  and  characteristically  laconic  deq>atch ;  Ovid  came  also 
as  a  youth  with  his  tutor  Macer ;  and  Germanicus ;  and  Julia,  the 
daughter  of  Augustus,  who,  by-the-by,  was  all  but  drowned  in  the 
Scamander.  These  are  a  few,  and  only  a  few,  of  the  &mous  per- 
sonages of  antiquity  whom  we  know  to  have  visited  the  Troad  for 
the  same  purpose  for  whidi  we  were  now  landing  on  its  shores. 

And  no  wonder,  for  this  little  nook  of  a  continent  has  been  of 
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vast  importance  as  well  historically  as  poetically.  I  say  historically, 
because  whatever  may  have  been  the  foundation  in  fact  for  the  tale  of 
Troy  divine  as  told  by  Homer,  it  is  at  least  clear  that  the  father  of 
history  considered  the  Trojan  War  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
important  and  determining  events  in  that  long  series  of  actions  and 
reactions  between  East  and  West  on  which  he  dwells  so  much,  and 
which  continuing  throudi  the  ages  has  enshrined  a  Semitic  religion 
on  the  Tiber  and  the  Thames,  and  has  made  a  Hampshire  country 
gentleman  an  incomparably  greater  Asiatic  ruler  tiian  ever  was 
Darius  or  Artaxerxes — Tamerlane  or  Nadir  Shah. 

But  great  as  is  the  historical  importance  of  the  Troad,  its  poetical 
importance  is  &r  greater.  Eliminate  the  story  of  the  War  of  Troy 
with  aH  that  came  of  it,  and  it  is  startling  to  see  how  much  of  Greek 
and  even  of  Boman  literature  will  disappear.  The  Hiad  and  Odyssey 
as  they  vanish  will  take  \vith  them  the  Agamemnon,  the  OhcBphoroB, 
the  Eumenides  of  .ZBschylus,  the  Electra,  the  Philoctetes,  and  the 
Ajax  of  Sophocles,  the  JSneid  of  Virgil,  some  of  the  best  odes  of 
Horace,  some  of  the  finest  poems  of  Ovid,  with  I  know  not  how 
much  else. 

How  much  of  even  our  contemporary  poetry  has  sprung  from  this 
region.  Wordsworth  has  written  Httle  finer  than  La<xUunia ;  Tenny- 
son nothing  finer  than  Ulysses ;  Morris  nothing  finer  than  the  Death 
of  Paris. 

Mounting  the  horses  which  had  been  sent  to  meet  us  at  the  land- 
ing place,  we  rode  up  a  short  ascent,  the  edges  of  which  were  made 
bright  by  the  yellow  flowers  of  the  Inula  viscosa^  a  showy  plant  which 
is  very  conspicuous  in  Attica  in  the  autumn,  but  which  I  did  not 
observe  at  any  other  point  of  the  Troad — where,  indeed,  almost  all 
herbaceous  vegetation  was  utterly  dead  and  burnt  up. 

Soon  we  were  standing  by  the  wild  fig-tree  which  has  struck  its 
roots  deep  into  the  masonwork  of  the  central  chamber  in  the  tumulus 
of  Ajax.  That  central  chamber  has  long  since  been  opened  and 
affords  no  new  light  to  the  antiquary.  From  it  we  looked  across  the 
mouth  of  the  Scamander  to  the  Sigssan  promontory,  and  all  over  the 
line  of  flat  shore  where  Homer  has  placed  the  station  of  the  Grecian 
ships.  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  Scamander  so  considerable  a  stream 
even  at  this,  the  driest  moment  of  an  exceptionally  dry  season  (do  not 
be  surprised  by  my  adjective^  for  although  exceptionally  wet  here, 
1872  was  exceptionally  di-y  m  the  Troad.  I  have  seen  both  the 
Simois  and  the  Scamander  described  as  '*  historic  rivulets,"  but  that  is 
a  mistake,  at  least  with  regard  to  the  second  river. 

From  the  tomb  of  Ajax  we  descended,  and  the  sun  being  already 
not  far  from  its  setting,  set  off,  as  hard  as  our  horses  would  carry  us, 
across  the  plain  and  over  the  dry  bed  of  the  Simois  to  Hissarlik,  one 
of  the  two  places  which  archieologists  please  themselves  by  supposing 
the  site  of  Troy.  It  is  at  this  point  that  Dr.  Schliemann,  an  enthu- 
siastic and  original  German  inquirer,  is  making  immense  excavations, 
and  is,  as  he  confidently  believes,  unveiling  stone  by  stone  the  old 
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poetic  city.  Here  we  tarried  as  long  as  the  ligbt  served  us,  and  then 
rode  through  a  wild  region  covered  with  low  brushwood,  and  dotted 
here  and  there  by  the  fires  of  shepherds,  to  a  farm  built  on  the  site  of 
the  ancient  Thymbra,  and  belonging  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
accompanied  us  from  the  Dardanelles.  *  *  *  * 

The  next  morning  we  made  an  early  start,  and  followed  the  course 
of  the  Thymbrius  to  its  junction  with  the  Scamander,  passing  on  our 
right  the  great  tumulus  known  as  the  Hanai  Tepe,  that  is,  tupiulus  of 
the  place  where  there  have  been  ruins,  which  is  supposed  by  some,  as, 
for  instance,  by  the  late  Mr.  Senior,  to  have  been  tiie  burial-place  of 
the  undistiii^ished  mass  of  warriors  who  fell  before  Troy;  an  opinion 
to  which  I  should,  as  at  present  advised,  not  be  inclined  to  subscribe. 
Certain,  however,  it  is  that  it  must  record  some  considerable  engage- 
ment in  these  parts.  *  ♦  *  * 

The  name  of  this  place  maker  one  think  of  the  well-known  phrase 
of  Lucan,  *'  Etiam  periere  ruin»," — which,  as  it  happens,  occurs  in  a 
passage  describing  this  very  district,  in  connection  with  an  imaginary, 
but  well-imagined,  visit  of  Julius  CsBsar's.  •  ♦  *  * 

One  of  the  ladies  of  our  party  handed  to  me  a  translation  of  these 
lines,  which,  whatever  its  merits  may  be,  represents  the  characteristic 
terseness  of  the  original  much  better  than  Eowe's.* 


**  Lover  of  fame  he  Beeks  SigsBum's  sand, 
Rhnteum  honoured  with  a  hero's  grave, 
Where  Slmois'  waters  wander  thro'  i\\e  ]»nd. 
(To  many  a  shade  there  genius  gloiy  gave ;) 
He  roams  aronnd  the  humt-out  Trojan  halls 
And  views  the  relics  of  Apollo's  walls. 

'*  Home  of  Assaracns  I  the  harren  tree 
The  rotten  tmnk  above  thy  hearth  have  grown, 
The  temples  of  thy  gods  are  like  to  l^ee— 
The  worn-out  roots  soaroe  cling  around  thy  stone ; 
Thy  ruins  ruined,  and  the  thioEots  shroud 
In  briar  and  brushwood,  Pergamus  the  Proud. 


*  Sigeasque  petit,  fame  mirator,  arenas, 
Et  Simoentis  aquas,  et  Giaio  nobile  busto 
Khffiteon,  et  multum  debentes  vatibus  nmbras. 
Circuit  exuatiB  nomen  memorabile  Troiie, 
Magnaque  Phoebei  qnarit  vestigia  muri. 
lam  silvfB  steriles,  et  pntres  robore  tmnci 
Asaaraci  pressere  domes,  et  templa  deorum 
lam  lassa  radioe  tenent ;  ao  tota  tegnntur 
Pergama  Dumetis :  etiam  periere  minie. 
Adspicit  Hesiones  scopulos,  silvasque,  latentes 
AnohisflB  thalamos :  quo  jndex  sederit  antro ; 
Unde  puer  raptus  ooelo  ;  quo  vertioe  Nais 
Lnserit  (Enone !  nullum  est  sine  nomine  saxnm. 
Insciua  in  slooo  serpentem  pulvere  rivum 
Transierat  qui  Xanthus  erat.    Seourus  in  alto 
Gramine  ponebat  gressus  :  Phryx  incola  manes 
HeotoreoB  calcare  vetat    Discussa  jacebant 
Saxa,  neo  ullius  faciem  servautia  sacri 
'  Heroeas,'  monstrator  ait,  *  non  respids  araa  ?' " 
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*'  He  sees  IJie  woods  that  hid  AnchiBee'  suit, 
The  rock  to  which  Heaione  wae  tied, 
The  oave  where  Paris  gave  the  golden  fruit, 
Where  ChLnymede  wa«  snatched.    Oljmpus'  pride, 
The  smnmit  where  the  nymph  (Enone  played : 
Ko  stone  without  its  ncmae,  no  wood,  no  glade. 

'*  Unconscious  now  the  dusty  bed  he  passes, 
Where  creeps  divine  Scamander's  scanty  wave, 
The  Phrygian  cries;  *  Tread  not  those  long  dank  grasses  ] 
Spurn  not  what  was  the  mighty  Hector's  grave. 
See,'  says  the  guide, '  behold  the  Hercean  fone, 
The  scattered  stones  nor  form  nor  place  retain.' " 

The  ThymbrinB  is  at  the  best  of  times  little  more  than  a  deep 
brook,  and  when  we  saw  it,  it  was  only  a  thread  of  water.  Such  as  it 
is,  however,  it  gives  life  to  a  great  deal  of  vegetation,  and  is  shrouded 
in  a  thicket  of  clematis,  wild  vine,  and  agnus  castas,  a  beautiful  shrub 
which  is  even  in  October  made  gay  with  mftny  blossoms,  and  which  a 
few  weeks  earlier  must  be  a  great  ornament  to  every  thicket  in  this 
country  where  there  is  a  little  water. 

Soon  we  forded  the  Scamander,  and  reached  by  a  long  ascent  the 
hill  of  Bounarbashi,  the  most  usually  received  site  of  Troy.  It  is  a 
long  eminence  overgrown  with  hardy  brushwood  and  little  else,  for  tho 
rock  comes  to  the  surface  in  almost  every  part  of  it  The  view  on  all 
sides  is  magnificent,  extending  over  the  whole  Troad,  over  the  islands  of 
Tenedos,  Imbros,  and  Samothrace,  as  well  as  over  a  considerable  slice 
of  the  European  shore  of  the  Dardanelles.  Turning  to  the  south  we 
had  before  us  a  very  picturesque  portion  of  the  range  of  Ida,  but  not 
the  portion  to  which  I  shall  presently  carry  you.  Below  us  the 
Scamander  came  out  of  the  hills,  flowing  far  down  between  well- 
wooded  precipitous  banks,  and  reminding  me  of  familiar  scenes  in  the 
north  of  Scotland.  Bounarbashi  is,  as  I  have  said,  the  usually 
received  site  of  Troy.  Now,  I  am  not  going  to  treat  you  to  a  disserta- 
tion upon  that  question,  I  am  only  going  to  express  an  opinion  that, 
wherever  Troy  was,  it  most  certainly  was  not  at  Bounarbashi.  ♦  *  •  ♦ 
I  defy  any  unprejudiced  man  to  go  up  to  Bounarbashi,  and  say  that 
there  ever  was  a  city  there  at  all  on  the  scale  of  the  Troy  of  Homer. 
At  the  far  southern  end  of  the  hill,  just  above  the  valley,  there  was 
unquestionably  a  small  Greek  city,  probably  Gergis.  There  the  ex- 
cavations of  the  Austrian  antiquary,  M.  Yon  Hahn,  have  laid  bare  the 
ancient  walls ;  but  M.  Yon  Hahn  found  nothing  on  that  site  to  point  to 
any  very  remote  antiquity,  nothing  that  did  not  belong  to  a  Greek  city. 

On  the  very  top  of  the  hill  of  Bounarbashi,  and  at  the  northern 
end,  is  a  large  tumulus,  which  has  been  christened,  quite  arbitrarily, 
the  tumulus  of  Hector.  Into  this  tumulus  a  deep  trench  was  driven 
while  we  were  on  the  spot,  under  the  superintendence  of  Sir  John 
Lubbock  and  of  Mr.  Frank  Calvert,  who  is  tho  great  authority  upon 
all  questions  connected  with  the  Troad.  A  considerable  body  of  men 
worked  for  three  days,  and  got  quite  down  to  tl^e  living  rock  without 
finding  anything  of  the  slightest  importance;  but  directions  have 
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been  left  to  complete  the  investigation  tinder  careful  superintendence, 
and  to  communicate  the  results. 

Passing  the  little  Turkish  village  of  Bounarbashi,  we  rode  down 
to  look  at  the  springs  known  as  the  Kirk  Gheuz,  or  Forty  Eyes,  absurdly 
identified  with  the  Scamander  by  Lechevalier,  whose  errors  and  mis- 
representations were  well  exposed  by  the  *'  Travelled  Thane  "  in  the 
sixth  volume  of  the  *  Edinburgh  Eeview,'  and  by  Mr.  Charles  Mao- 
laren  in  his  admirable  book  published  in  1822,  but  of  which  I  have 
only  seen  the  enlarged  edition  published  in  1863. 

The  water  from  these  springs  now  finds  its  way  to  the  sea  at 
Besika  Bay  through  a  channel  constructed  in  comparatively  modem 
times.  Mr.  Maclaren  believes,  and  it  is  a  harmless  superstition 
enough,  that  the  marshes  of  which  Homer  speaks,  as  pasturing  the 
flocks  of  Erichthonius,  were  those  which  now  surround  these  springs,  . 
and  which  were,  doubtless,  much  more  extensive  before  an  artificial 
watercourse  was  cut. 

Next  day  we  turned  our  horses'  heads  towards  the  sea,  and 
retraced  the  route  that  we  had  followed  in  the  dark  on  the  day  of  our 
arrival  in  the  Troad«  I  rode  with  our  host,  conversing  with  him  upon 
his  experiences  as  a  farmer  as  we  cantered  along  over  the  swelling 
eminences  which  border  the  plain  of  Troy,  properly  so  called,  covered 
with  the  prickly  oak,  and  with  another  species  of  oak  which  produces 
the  galls  of  commerce.  Then,  crossing  the  plain  itself,  we  arrived  at 
the  site  of  Novum  Ilium  and  the  scene  of  Dr.  Schliemann's  excava- 
tions. Here  we  examined  the  ruins  pretty  carefully,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that,  whether  Dr.  Schliemann  is  or  is  not  right  in  suppos- 
ing he  has  found  the  site  of  Troy,  he  has  certainly  found  the  site  of  a 
city  of  vast  antiquity ;  and  here  I  will  suspend  my  narrative  for  a  few 
minutes  in  order  to  read  to  you,  by  the  kind  permission  of  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  a  letter  which  he  has  just  received  from  Dr.  Schliemann, 
and  which  will  give  yon  some  idea  of  that  gentleman's  work,  and  of 
the  spirit  whic^  animates  him. 

Trot,  Apnl  lOth,  1873. 

Tour  Excellency  18  respectfully  informed  that,  in  company  of  Mrs.  Schliemann, 
I  have  resumed  the  excavations  on  the  1st  February,  and  have  worked  ever  since 
with  120  to  150  labourers.  Onr  first  occupation  was  to  dig  up  the  site  of  the 
temple  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pergamoe,  for  I  supposed  that  a  substruction  wall, 
which  I  had  discovered  there  last  year,  would  lead  us  to  the  ancient  Trojan  temple 
of  Minerva.  But  the  only  result  of  this  enormous  excavation  was  to  lay  bare  a 
large  part  of  that  wonderful  substruction  wall  which  once  covered  the  whole  t>f 
the  N.E.  slope  of  the  hillock,  whilst  it  is  now  80  metres  distant  fh>m  the  eastern, 
and  40  metres  from  the  northern  descent.  There  is  certainly  no  other  mount  in 
the  world  which  has  increased  in  width  to  that  extent^  and  the  wonderful  thing 
is  here— that  only  a  layer  2  metres  in  thickness  belongs  to  the  time  of  from  about 
700  before  Christ  until  now,  and  all  the  remainder  of  the  rubbish  derives  from  the 
nations  which  had  settled  here  before  the  arrival  of  the  Qreek  colony. 

Our  second  great  ezcavati(m  was  that  of  a  vast  building,  24  metres  broad  by 
100  long,  which  I  had  struck  by  accident  in  digging  for  the  great  tower  in  a  S.£. 
direction.  The  numerous  marble  columns,  &c.,  prove  that  this  building  had  been 
in  the  Corinthian  style,  and  the  inscriptions  I  found  there  prove  that  it  was  the 
•t^^erva"  temple.    Hoping  to  find  in  its  depths  the  most  ancient  ** Minerva" 
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temple,  we  went  on  ezcsrating  it,  and  removed  all  its  stones  and  pavements 
except  the  8.  and  N.  walls  and  a  reservoir.  The  foundations  of  the  temple  reach 
nowhere  deeper  than  2  metres,  and  from  this  depth  ofi^  pottery,  weapons,  in  £ftot 
eveiytbing,  are  entirely  different  from  anything  yon  see  m  any  museum.  Please 
observe  that  the  Minerva  temple's  foundatioM  are  just  6  meties  above  the  great 
tower,  on  which  I  found  a  laige  house  with  eight  chambers,  and  in  one  of  the 
larger  rooms  the  skeletons  of  two  warriors  with  helmets  on,  both  helmets  Inroken, 
but  their  upper  part  is  well  preserved,  and  consists  of  a  lower  and  an  upper  piece 
into  which  the  x^os  Xmrovpis  was  fastened ;  both  pieces  are  what  Homer  odls 
the  ^cUos,  and  therefore  of  the  highest  importance  to  science.  With  one  of  the 
skeletons  I  found  a  long  lance ;  one  of  the  skulls  is  brc^en,  the  other  is  well 
preserved,  of  large  size,  but  very  narrow.  The  house  is  built  of  small  stones 
joined  with  earth,  and  on  some  parts  of  the  inner  walls  you  see  remnants  of  the 
clay  covering,  which  is  usually  painted  yellow,  but  in  one  room  it  is  white.  In 
some  chambers  the  floor  is  of  stones,  in  others  it  has  been  of  planks,  as  is  shown 
by  the  fire-mark,  which  goes  in  a  horizontal  line  all  around  the  lower  parts  of  the 
rooms;  there  is  also  one  wall  which  forms  a  half-circle.  I  found  in  the  house  a 
vast  quantitv  of  beautiful  pottery,  also  some  idols  of  the  owl-headed  Ilian 
Minerva,  and  several  goblets  on  which  her  owrs  head  has  a  helmet;  also  a 
number  of  vases  on  which  the  owl-headed  goddess  is  represented  holding  her  two 
arms  npright.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

If  I  had  MO  other  proof  this  owl-headed  Minerva,  which  is  constantly  called 
yXewKwris  by  Homer,  would  alone  prove  that  I  am  digging  in  the  ruins  of  the  city 
to  which  Homer  gives  the  name  of  Troy.  It  has  been  objected  that  if  yXavK&wis 
means  **  with  an  owl's  face,"  fiowrts  must  necessarily  mean  **  with  an  oxen  face," 
and  Juno  must  therefore  have  been  represented  with  face  of  an  ox.  Certainly 
BOoh  has  been  the  case ;  but  it  appears  that  already,  in  a  pre-Homeric  time,  people 
began  to  find  it  ugly  that  the  greatest  of  all  goddesses  should  have  the  face  of  an 
ox,  and  they  therefore  gave  her  a  human  face  with  large  eyes,  which  she  must 
already  have  had  in  the  time  of  Homer,  because,  as  Juno  had  retained  of  her  oxen 
face  only  the  immense  eyes,  her  former  epithet  fioAwis  continued  to  be  in  use,  but 
thenceforth  it  merely  meant  ^  with  large  eyes,"  so  that  this  epithet  is  also  given 
by  Homer  to  mortal  women.  But  if  your  Excellency  would  dig  up  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  'BpatoPy  or  temple  of  Juno,  on  Bamos,  to  the  virgin  soil,  he  would 
beyond  any  doubt  find  these  idols  with  the  face  of  an  ox,  just  as  I  find  the 
yKauKiwis  in  the  depths  of  Troy. 

I  also  found  in  the  house  many  form-stones  for  casting  weapons  and  implements, 
seveial  of  them  had  forms  for  twelve  lances  and  instruments.  Further,  a  crystal 
aicfnrrpor  button  in  the  shape  of  a  lion  of  beautiful  workmanship.  But  the  most 
curious  thing  I  ever  found  nere  is  a  hippopotamus  of  terra-cotta,  discovered  in  a 
depth  of  7  metres,  painted  red,  and  of  such  a  splendid  workmanship  that  no  arti:4 
now-a-days  oould  make  it  better.  At  the  foot  of  the  ancient  house  is  an  altar 
made  of  a  huge  stone  of  mica  slate,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  out  in  the  shape  of 
a  crescent,  and  which  is  placed  on  a  large  table  of  the  same  stone,  and  below  it  is 
a  gutter  for  the  blood  of  the  animals.  On  the  north  side,  at  tlie  foot  of  the  house, 
I  nnd  quite  a  labyrinth  of  ancient  house-walls,  all  of  which  denote  a  tremendous 
conflagration.  On  the  west  side  I  have  cleared  the  great  tower  as  far  as  my  fhune 
house,  at  the  foot  of  which,  in  a  depth  of  9  metres  or  SO  feet,  I  find,  in  the  very 
tower,  a  gateway,  which  is  paved  with  splendid  tablets  of  hiurd  white  stones.  The 
road  in  the  gate  slopes  in  a  westerly  direction  towards  the  plain,  and  without  any 
doubt,  by  following  up  this  road,  one  comes  to  the  SksBan  gate,  which  cannot 
be  further  distant  uan  200  metres  from  this  gate  of  the  Pergamoe,  for  its  position 
seems  to  be  clearly  indicated  by  the  formation  of  the  ground.  No  sooner  had  I 
discovered  yesterdiay  that  splendid  ^te,  when  I  started  a  new  gigantic  excava- 
tion in  order  to  bring  to  light  the  princely  buildings  to  which  the  gate  appears  to 
lead,  and  in  eighteen  working  days  I  shall  have  dug  away  the  whole  of  that  huge 
mass  of  rubbish  which,  as  your  Excellency  remembers,  separates  the  great  wall  from 
the  tower  and  my  magazine.  *  *  *  * 

I  hope  my  excavations  h^e  will  be  terminated  by  the  15th  June,  for  I  intend 
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excavating  Mycense  and  Olympia,  and  perhaps  Delphi.  1  should  be  yery  happy 
to  see  your  Excellency  here  before  the  end  of  May ;  certainly  science  would  gain 
greatly  by  your  Excellency's  visit.  I  would  gladly  show  the  drawings  of  all  the 
interesting  objects  found  this  year,  for  it  is  bevond  human  intellect  to  judge 
of  mountains  of  rubbish  without  having  seen  what  has  come  out  of  them,  and 
pai-ticularly  without  having  examined  the  pottery  of  eaob.  of  the  strata. — I  remain, 

^^       ^*  (Signed)  Dr.  Hsnbt  ScfHLiBiiAinf. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Lubbook,  Bart^  London, 

Descending  from  Hissarlik,  we  wandered  for  some  time  in  the 
plain  looking  for  a  ford,  which  we  never  found,  over  a  long,  narrow 
channel  having  all  the  appearance  of  a  small  deep  river,  bnt  really  an 
arm  of  the  sea,  into  which  the  Simois  discharges  its  waters  when  it 
has  any  waters  to  discharge.  At  length  we  crossed  it  by  a  bridge, 
and  fording  the  Scamander  near  its  mouth,  rode  on  to  the  tumulus  of 
Achilles  upon  the  SigSBan  promontory,  enjoying  the  spectacle  of  a 
perfect  fleet  of  merchantmen  running  up  tiie  Hellespont  with  a  fine 
breeze.  Whether  the  name  of  Achilles  is  rightly  or  wrongly  connected 
with  this  spot,  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  was  here  that  Alexander  came 
to  visit  the  last  home  of  his  great  predecessor ;  and  it  is  the  place 
that  is  described  by  Byron  in  some  of  the  finest  lines  he  ever  wrote.*** 

A  long  and  hot  ride  took  us  from  this  point  back  to  Bounarbashi, 
whither  we  went  to  see  how  the  excavations  of  the  tumulus  of  Hector 
were  getting  on,  and  from  which  we  enjoyed  a  distant  view,  not  only 
of  LemnoB,  which  we  had  seen  the  night  before,  but  even  of  Athos  in 
Macedonia,  the  holy  mountain  of  the  Greek  church  at  the  opposite 
side  of  the  archipelago. 

Here  we  lingered  till  the  sun  had  set ;  then,  picking  our  way  slowly 
down  the  rough  hill  of  Bounarbashi,  we  rode  home  by  moonlight,  cross- 
ing the  Scamander,  at  a  point  where  a  close,  heavy  smell  bore  witness 
to  the  fact  that,  at  certain  hours  and  certain  times,  many  parts  of  this 
district  are  dangerous  from  fever.  Arrived  at  the  farm,  we  found  the 
dogs  of  the  establishment  very  much  on  the  alert,  and  soon  discovered 
the  cause,  for  not  only  were  flie  jackals  very  near  and  very  noisy,  but 
a  hyena  had  come  prowling  about  to  add  his  unlovely  voice  to  their 
chorus.     Thus  ended  our  third  day  upon  the  plains  of  Troy. 

From  these  scenes  of  poetic  and  legendary  interest  we  passed  to 
others  whose  importance  is  purely  historical ;  for  our  next  visit  wte  to 
Alexandria  Troas. 

Eetracing  our  steps  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  of  Bounarbashi,  and 
leaving  the  tumulus  of  Hector  far  on  the  left,  we  arrived  after  filve 
hours'  riding,  chiefly  through  oak-scrub,  at  the  great  Yallonea  forest, 
which  spreads  far  and  wide  over  and  around  the  ruins  of  that  place, 
which  are  still  known  as  Eski  Stamboul — Old  Constantinople. 

Alexandria  Troas  lies  near  the  sea,  and  within  view  of  all  ships 
making  for  the  mouth  of  the  Dardanelles.  Hence  it  was  one  of  the 
first  classical  sites  in  these  countries  which  became  familiar  to  the 

♦  *  The  Bride  of  Abydos,'  Canto  II.,  ii.,  iii.,  and  iv. 
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people  of  the  west.  One  large  mass  of  building,  which  was  peouliarly 
prominent,  received  from  mariners  the  name  of  the  Palace  of  Priam, 
thongh  I  need  not  saj  that  Priam  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 
That  building,  however,  although  it  still  stands,  has  been  shorn  of  its 
glories,  for  the  Turks  have  used  it  as  a  quarry,  and  carried  off  many 
of  the  huge  blocks,  of  which  it  was  built,  to  Oonstantinople,  and  else- 
where. Alexandria  Troas  was  founded  by  one  of  Alexander's  generals, 
and  received  from  another  of  them,  who  afterwards  became  possessed 
of  it,  the  name  of  his  great  master ;  but  in  common  parlance  the  word 
Alexandria  appears  to  have  been  dropped,  and  we  find  it  spoken  of  in 
the  New  Testament  simply  as  Troas.  It  is  a  spot  of  peculiar  interest 
to  the  European  traveller,  because  it  was  here  that  St.  Paul  had  that 
vision  of  a  man  of  Macedonia  begging  him  to  come  over  to  the  oppo- 
site coast,  which  has  had  so  important  an  influence  upon  the  lives  of 
us  and  of  our  ancestors  for  many  hundred  years.  It  was  here,  too, 
that  he  met  St.  Luke,  who  was  destined  to  become  his  biographer, 
and  who,  through  that  biography,  which  we  know  as  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  has  himself  exercised  so  remarkable  an  influence  upon 
Christian  history.  St.  Luke  was  not,  however,  a  native  of  Troas.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  European,  bom  at  or  settled  in  the  seaport  of 
Neapolis  in  Macedonia,  still  a  place  of  some  commercial  importance 
under  the  name  of  Oavalla. 

We  passed  the  night  of  the  day  on  which  we  had  visited  the  site 
of  Alexandria  Troas  in  a  small  town  not  far  off,  the  '*  descendant  bien 
descendu"  of  a  city  which  was  once,  in  the  days  of  Constantino, 
within  an  ace  of  becoming  the  capital  of  the  world.  Here  we  were 
lodged  in  the  house  of  an  Armenian  gentleman  engaged  in  the  Yal- 
lonea  trade.  The  Yallonea  of  commerce,  as  some,  perhaps,  of  you 
are  aware,  is  largely  used  for  tanning,  and  plays  no  inconsiderable 
part  in  the  export  trade  of  Asia  Minor.  It  is  the  rough  cup  of  the 
acorn  of  the  QuerctM  CBgilops,  and  its  name  is  simply  a  corruption  of 
the  old  Greek  word  for  acorn,  )8aXavos.  *  ♦  *  * 

Not  &r  from  Alexandria  Troas  there  rises  a  hill,  which  forms  a 
conspicuous  object  from  most  parts  of  the  Tread,  and  is  known  to  the 
natives  as  Chigri.  This  hill  we  were  anxious  to  ascend,  partly  for  the 
sake  of  the  view,  and  partly  to  explore  the  ruins  of  the  very  consider- 
able Greek  city  of  Neandria,  which  stood  upon  the  top  of  it.  We 
were  not  disappointed  in  either  purpose.  The  view  is  a  very  noble 
one,  although  Chigri  is  too  distant  from  the  plain  of  Troy,  properly 
so  called,  to  enable  one  to  discern  its  features  with  suficient  accuracy, 
and  the  vast  walls  of  Neandria  are  really  a  most  surprising  monument. 
How  so  large  a  place  stuck  on  the  top  of  an  eminence,  which  might 
fftirly  think  itseK  entitled  to  be  called  a  mountain  rather  than  a  hill, 
was  ever  supplied  with  the  ordinary  articles  of  consumption,  it  is  not 
easy  to  understand.  As  we  descended  we  came  upon  a  village  of 
Yurucks.  These  people,  who  are  true  Turks  in  blood,  lead  a  half  or 
wholly  nomad  existence  all  through  the  regions  of  which  I  am  speak- 
ing.    This  particular  colony  of  Yurucks  lived  in  hovels,  but  both 
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before  and  afterwards  we  came  npon  some  who  lived  in  black  tents, 
not  in  anything  that  conld  even  aspire  to  the  dignity  of  a  hovel.  The 
tent  dweUers  did  not,  however,  seem  to  be  by  any  means  very  poor. 
One  of  the  ladies  of  onr  party  penetrated  into  one  of  the  tents  where  a 
woman  was  lying  ill,  and  reported  that  it  was  full  of  carpets,  and  not 
nnoomfortable. 

It  was  on  the  sonthem  slopes  of  Chigri  that  I  came  for  the  first 
time  in  this  district  npon  the  myrtle.  The  scarcity  of  this  shrnb 
shows  how  comparatively  cold  a  winter  climate  this  conntry  has,  con- 
sidering its  latitude.  In  Italy  the  myrtle  grows  in  vast  abmidanoe, 
far  to  the  north  of  Constantinople ;  bnt  a  Bussian  botanist  whom  I 
met  at  Therapia  told  me  that  he  believed  he  had  found  on  the  Princes 
Islands,  in  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  the  most  northern  station  for  the 
myrtle  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Winding  roond  the  base  of  Chigri  through  huge  boulders  of 
granite,  from  under  which  here  and  there  peeped  the  lovely  little 
cyclamen,  we  reached  an  ancient  quarry,  whence  at  some  remote  period 
— probably  in  the  days  of  the  Eoman  Empire— a  number  of  huge 
columns  had  been  hewn  out  of  the  granite.  On  this  spot  and  on  the 
road  between  it  and  the  sea,  there  arej  I  think,  eleven  of  these  giants, 
87  ft.  high  by  5  ft.  8  in.  in  diameter;  No  one  knows  who  cut  them  or 
for  what  edifice  they  were  designed.  .  They  reminded  me  of  a  scene  in 
southern  Sicily,  where  on  the  edge  of  one  of  the  wild  Palmetto  wastes 
I  once  came  upon  some  huge  drums  of  columns  that  were  evidently 
meant  to  form  a  part  of  the  mighty  temples  of  Selinus,  lying  there 
unused  and  unthought  of  some  2000' years  after  the  temples  of  Selinua 
had  been  shaken  into  a  mass  of  ruins. 

From  the  granite  quarries  of  Troas,  an  easy  ride  of  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  ought  to  have  brought  us  to  our  night  quarters,  but  a  not- 
too-wise  negro,  who  was  one  of  our  guides,  and  very  confident  in  his 
local  knowledge,  led  us  astray,  and  we  had  some  extremely  rough 
scrambling  before  we  and  our  horses  extricated  ourselves  from  the 
mountain  defiles  into  which  we  had  been  taken,  and  came  down 
upon  a  pleasant  and  level  track,  at  the  end  of  which  rose  the  minarets 
of  Inch. 

At  Inch  our  party  divided,  some  returning  to  the  &rm,  but  I,  with 
three  others,  riding  over  the  plain*  in  the  direction  of  Ida  to  a  place 
called  Bairamitch.  The  journey,  one  of  about  twenty  miles,  was 
accomplished  without  adventures,  and  was  not  very  interesting.  At 
Bairamitch  we  were  most  hospitably  received  by  tiie  Governor,  who 
lent  me  an  admirable  horse  to  replace  a  hired  one  which  was  a  little 
overdone,  and  after  three  hours  more  we  arrived  at  Eigilar,  which  lies 
by  the  banks  of  the  Scamander  on  the  slopes  of  Ida.  The  ride  from 
Bskiramitch  was  sufficiently  picturesque,  more  especially  two  portions 
of  it ;  first,  where  we  crossed  a  branch  of  the  Scamander,  and  looked 
up  along  its  course  shaded  by  beautiful  oriental  planes,  and  secondly, 
when  the  ex-robber  chief,  who  had  undertaken  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  our  going  up  Ida,  received  us  at  Evjilar  by  torch-light. 
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We  passed  along,  the  Scamander  flowing  in  a  rapid  stream  between 
rocks  on  our  left,  and  soon  reached  on  the  right  the  noble  pines  which, 
here  replacing  the  cypress,  shade  the  tombs  of  the  rude  forefathers  of 
E^'ilar,  whilst  straight  in  front  stood  *^  topmost  Garganis,"  looking 
worthy  to  be  the  seat  of  Zeus,  as  is  told  in  the  14ih  book  of  the  Iliad. 

Our  ex-robber  chief,  who,  by  the  way,  was  careful  to  have  us 
informed  that  his  robberies  had  been  dictated  by  very  different 
motives  from  those  which  are  so  common  in  Greece,  had  provided  us 
with  some  picturesque  and  armed  barbarians  as  guides,  ratiier  than  as 
escort  (for  Ida  is  just  at  present  quite  safe),  and  following  their  lead 
we  were  soon  amongst  the  oak  woo<ds.  *  «  *  * 

Very  beautiful  was  the  clearing  of  the  mist  off  the  mountain — 

'*  The  swimming  vapour  sloped  athwart  the  glen, 
Put  forth  an  arm,  and  crept  from  pine  to  pine, 
And  loitered  slowly  drawn.'* 

Still,  I  should  be  giving  you  an  entirely  false  impression  if  I  led 
you  to  believe  that  Ida,  as  we  saw  it,  or  Ida,  indeed,  as  it  must  be  even 
in  spring,  is  at  all  like  the  Ida  of  the  Laureate's  &ncy.  It  is  very 
beautiful,  but  it  is  as  the  real  Yarrow  was  to  the  Tarrow  which 
Wordsworth  dreamt  of. 

More  especially  did  I  search  in  vain  for  any  spot  that  appeared 
to  me  to  be  like  the  place  where  Paris  was  judge  of  the  goddesses, 
although  I  am  bound  to  say  that  one  of  our  party  could  not  subscribe 
to  this  view. 

I  never  in  travelling  was  reminded  of  that  beautiful  description 
except  once,  when  turning  sharply  round  a  comer  on  Pentelicus,  I 
came  upon  a  spot  where  the  white  marble  out  of  which  so  many  in« 
comparable  statues  had  been  carved,  lay  bathed  in  a  perfect  flood  of 
the  bright  yellow  Stembergia.  Then,  indeed,  the  lines  from  (Enone 
flashed  into  my  mind — 

"  And  at  their  feet  the  crocus  bnike  like  fire, 
Violet,  amaracus,  and  asphodel, 
LotUB  and  lilies." 

By  the  way,  what  has  gained  such  a  place  in  poetry  for  so  very 
unpoetical  a  plant  as  the  asphodel  ?  The  asphodel  is  the  plant  which 
used  to  be  commoner  than  it  is  in  our  gardens  under  the  name  of  the 
silver  rod,  and  it  covers  great  breadths  of  country  in  many  of  the 
classical  regions,  more  especially  in  Sicily.  I  never  could  see  that  it 
had  the  twentieth  part  of  the  merit  of  unnumbered  plants  which  grow 
in  the  same  regions,  and  have  been  left  unsung. 

But  I  am  digressing,  and  must  return  to  the  oak  woods. 

We  soon  found  that  great  changes  had  taken  place  since  our  com- 
panion, to  whose  local  Imowledge  we  trusted,  had  been  last  upon  the 
mountain,  some  fifteen  years  before.  The  whole  management  of  the 
forests  upon  Ida  had  been  altered.  The  old  paths  had  disappeared, 
and  for  miles  together  there  was  nothing  that  could,  by  any  stretch  of 
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Gonrtesy,  be  called  a  track  by  any  animal  less  given  to  climbing  than 
a  goat. 

Long  before  we  arrived  at  the  spot,  where  under  a  mighty  wall  of 
limestone,  the  Scamander  comes  ont  of  a  dark  and  ice-cold  cave,  which 
has  been  explored  for  about  160  yards,  but  has  still  many  secrets  for 
the  Alpine  Club,  we  discovered  that,  so  far  from  taking  only  five 
hours  to  go  up  and  down,  we  should  unquestionably  take  more  than 
that  even  to  go  up.  And  so  it  proved,  for  considerably  more  than 
six  hours  had  gone  by,  when  having  crossed  the  long  belt  of  pines 
which  extends  £rom  the  end  of  the  oak  woods  to  the  limit  of  arboreal 
vegetation,  we  entered  upon  the  bare  region  of  mica  schist  rock  and 
loose  stones,  the  so-called  Phalacra  of  the  Ancients,  which  forms  the 
summit  of  Gargarus,  itself  the  summit  of  the  long  range  of  Ida. 

As  we  advanced  I  kept  a  sharp  look-out  for  any  flowers  which  the 
long-continued  drought  might  have  spared,  and  I  have  since  had  my 
scanty  spoils  carefully  examined  and  identified  at  Eew.  I  found  in 
blossom  one  specimen,  and  one  only  of  a  Digit&'iia^thelceDigata.yfhich 
must  a  few  weeks  before  have  been  extremely  conspicuous,  for  I  passed 
many  plants  of  it  dried  up  and  shrivelled.  Higher  up  a  crocus,  per- 
haps Speciosus,  was  growing  in  great  quantities,  and  higher  still  near 
the  limit  to  which  the  pine  ascends,  a  prickly  Astragalus,  which  is,  I 
am  told,  either  the  Aristatus  or  very  near  it,  was  found  in  much 
abundance. 

The  vegetation  of  the  Phalacra  is  amusingly  unlike  that  which 
Homer  describes  as  having  sprung  up  at  the  command  of  Zeus,  in  that 
locality.  The  Phalacra  is  as  bare  as  the  top  of  Ben  Nevis,  and  not 
very  unlike  it.  I  found  upon  it  a  small  Alsine,  a  dwarfed  yellow 
Centaurea  of  the  Cyanus  group,  and  a  small  prickly  Dianthus,  which 
has  been  named  for  me  ErinaceuSj  and  which,  growing  in  small  hum- 
mocks, has  a  strong  general  resemblance  to  tlie  Silene  acaulis  of  our 
own  higher  mountains. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  haze  in  the  distance,  though  the  sky  was 
cloudless ;  but  the  summit  of  Ida  is  too  far  distant  from  any  place  which 
was  ever  imagined  to  be  Troy,  for  any  one  less  keen  sighted  than  the 
Buler  of  Olympus  himself,  to  see  that  city ;  let  alone  the  movements 
of  rival  armies.  I  should  guess  it  nearly  forty  miles,  as  the  crow 
fiies,  from  Hissarlik,  and  not  much  less  from  Bounarbashi. 

On  the  northern  side  the  view  was  not  repaying,  for  we  had  seen 
all  we  saw,  better  from  a  lower  elevation.  The  view  on  the  southern 
side  UHis  repaying,  for  it  was  new  to  us  and  very  beautiful.  There  at 
our  feet  half  veiled  by  soft  mist,  was  the  Gulf  of  Adramyttium,  and  a 
small  cluster  of  islands  known  as  the  Moschonisi,  which  lie  on  the 
landward  side  of  the  channel  of  Lesbos.  There,  too,  was  Lesbos 
itself,  with  just  a  peep  of  Scio  in  the  remote  distance.  The  range  of 
Ida  divides  two  widely  differing  climates.  To  the  north  of  it  the 
winds  sweeping  from  Scythia  prevent  the  growth  of  plants  which  are 
intolerant  of  frost,  while  to  the  south  of  it  the  lemon  and  many  other 
trees  flourish,  which  are  not  at  home  in  the  Troad.     We  wero  too  far 
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away  to  see  details  of  this  kind,  bat  the  appearance  of  the  country 
was  in  harmony  with  the  fact,  and  we  could  not  forget  that  as  we 
turned  towards  the  north  we  were  looking  towards  Thrace,  and  as 
we  turned  towards  the  south  we  were  looking  towards  Ionia. 

At  length,  turning  our  back  on  the  tomb  of  the  Turkish  saint 
which  now  crowns  the  mountain  of  Zeus  and  Here,  we  descended  by 
a  route  which  was  made  much  longer  than  it  need  have  been  by  the 
necessity  for  keeping  in  the  mooiJight  amid  these  rugged  solitudes. 
And  a  glorious  moonlight  it  was,  searching  out  every  recess  of  the 
mighty  hills,  and  flooding  crags  and  pinewood  with  its  beams  I  *  *  *  * 

We  were  right  glad  to  reach  Erjilar,  after  an  absence  of  just 
twelve  hours.  Here  rest  and  some  Turkish  coffee  soon  revived  us. 
We  mounted  our  now  fresh  horses,  and  by  midnight  were  back  at 
Bairamitch,  with  its  friendly  Governor. 

The  next  day  dawned  bright  and  cool ;  and,  turning  away  from 
Ida,  or  rather  from  the  great  range  of  Ida — for  I  take  it  that  nearly 
all  the  hills  in  these  parts  were  loosely  called  Ida — we  crossed  the 
Scamander  for  the  last  time,  and  struck  right  north  for  the  town  of 
the  Dardanelles.  I  have  seldom  enjoyed  a  more  perfect  ride  upon  a 
more  perfect  day.  Soon  after  leaving  Bairamitch  we  passed  a  little 
hamlet;  and  then  for  hours  and  hours  our  path  lay  among  hills 
covered  from  foot  to  summit  with  that  same  exquisite  light  green 
pine  which  clothes  the  Isthmus  of  Corinth,  and  made  the  "  fading 
garlands  "  of  the  Isthmian  games.  All  this  country  is  full  of  eagles. 
in  fact,  we  saw  more  eagles  than  any  other  birds ;  and  at  one  moment 
a  member  of  our  party  counted  no  less  than  fifteen  in  sight. 

At  last,  long  after  a  moon  as  beautiful  as  that  of  the  night  before 
had  lit  us  for  some  hours  on  our  way.  We  got  clear  of  &e  woody 
defiles  through  which  we  had  been  journeying,  and  came  out  upon  the 
plains  that  lie  between  them  and  the  sea.  A  ride  of  about  one  hour 
and  a  half  or  two  hours  brought  us  to  the  edge  of  the  Hellespont ; 
and  we  followed  along  its  soft  rippling  waves  till  we  forded  the  river 
Bhodius,  and  entered  the  town  of  the  Dardanelles,  in  which  every 
minaret  had  a  chaplet  of  lamps  in  honour  of  the  Sultan's  birth^ 
day.  •  ♦  ♦  • 

Next  morning  we  embarked  on  board  an  Austrian  Lloyd's  steamer, 
and  were  soon  out  of  the  Hellespont. 

We  lay  off  Tenedos  a  long  time,  and  had  leisure  to  learn  by  heart 
the  features  of  its  wretched  little  capital,  with  its  picturesque  forts 
and  long  line  of  windmills;  time,  too,  to  wonder  how  a  place  that 
must  always  have  been  so  insignificant  had  had  the  good  luck  to 
make  such  a  noise  in  the  world.  Its  most  considerable  product 
nowadays  would  appear  to  be  wine — not  that  there  is  very  much  of 
that.  Some,  however,  that  we  tasted  was  not  to  be  despised.  From 
Tenedos  we  ran  along  the  coast,  with  distant  views  of  Alexandria 
Troas,  and  of  Chigri  rising  behind  it,  seeing,  too,  well  the  high 
lands  across  which  St.  Paul  must  have  travelled  when  he  walked 
across  to  Assos,  sending  the  rest  of  his  company  round  by  sea.     At 
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length  we  reached  Cape  Baba,  the  ancient  Lectmn,  the  westenunoBt 
prolongation  of  the  range  of  Ida ;  and,  running  dose  under  it,  with 
Lesbos,  the  island  of  Sappho,  beantifolly  seen  in  front,  we  shaped 
our  course  to  the  eastward,  as  if  we  were  going  up  the  Qulf  of  Adzft- 
mjttium. 

Soon,  however,  just  as  the  sun  was  setting,  we  turned  to  the  flonfli,  md 
passed  down  the  channel  between  Lesbos  aoid  the  mainknd,  till  we  cast 
anchor  in  front  of  the  town  of  Mytilene,  which  not  only  keeps  its  old 
Greek  name,  but  has  given  that  name  to  the  whole  Island  of  Lesbos. 

A  line  drawn  almost  directly  inland  from  a  point  on  the  shore 
opposite  the  place  where  we  were  lying  would  have  struck  Per- 
gamus^  which  was,  as  you  remember,  one  of  the  seven  churches,  and 
which  before  the  Chnstian  period  had  been  the  site  of  a  brilliant 
monarchy,  to  which  monarchy  learning  owes,  if  not  the  invention,  at 
least  the  improvement,  of  parchment.  A  little  further  on  is  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Caicus,  which  separated  Mysia  from  iBolia,  and  another 
place  at  which  I  would  have  given  a  good  deal  to  have  luided,  because 
although  it  never  has  had  its  proper  &me  in  the  world,  the  time 
will,  I  trust,  come  when  we  shall  raise  statues  in  honour  of  its 
citizens.  The  place  to  which  I  allude  is  Cyme,  and  the  reascm 
why  I  hope  we  shall  do  so  is  this : — The  inhabitants  of  Cyme  were 
the  fathers  of  free-trade.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  believe  it,  but 
we  are  positively  assured  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  little  town,  in 
spite  of  the  contempt  that  was  poured  upon  them  by  the  eleven  otiier 
cities  of  ^olia,  stuck  steadily  for  800  years  to  their  determination 
not  to  raise  any  taxation  on  either  imports  or  exports.  Our  owu 
enlightened  country,  in  the  midst  of  what  is  called  a  system  of  per- 
fect free  trade,  raises  millions  upon  millions  on  her  imports  and 
exports. 

When  morning  dawned  we  were  running  up  the  Gulf  of  Smyrna, 
and  ere  long  the  houses  of  the  Levantine  capital  began  to  rise  out  of 
the  water.  We  landed  betimes,  and  were  soon  disembarrassed  of  any 
illusions  which  the  aspect  of  the  city,  as  seen  from  the  sea,  might  have 
raised  in  our  minds.  Save  that  it  is  built  upon  a  flat,  Smyrna  has 
every  inconvenience  of  Constantinople,  with  no  compensating  advan- 
tages. The  hotels  are  worse,  the  mosquitoes  are  more  active,  the 
streets  are  quite  as  dirty,  and  there  is  nothing  like  the  same  amount  of 
colour  or  costume. 

The  line  of  railway,  which  is  worked  by  an  English  company,  and 
which  runs  from  Smyrna  to  Aidin,  the  ancient  Tralles,  and  the  centre 
in  these  degenerate  days  of  the  fig>trade,  is  not  very  studious  of  the 
comfort  of  travellers  in  arranging  its  time-tables,  and  so  it  was  necee- 
sary,  in  order  to  go  and  return  from  Ephesus  in  one  day,  that  we 
should  take  a  special  train. 

Arrived  at  Ephesus,  our  first  care  was  to  explore  the  excavations 
on  the  site  of  the  temple  of  Diana,  which  are  now  being  made  by  English 
sappers  and  native  workmen,  under  the  superintendence  of  an  archi- 
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tect  of  the  name  of  Woods,  who  was  the  first  to  discover  the  site  of 
this  fiunons  edifice.  Antiquaries  build  many  hopes  npon  his  researches, 
and  some  interesting  objects  have  already  been  sent  hence  to  the 
British  Mnseom. 

Escaped  from  these  nnfinished,  and  as  yet  not  very  intelligible 
excavations,  we  proceeded  to  visit  in  their  order  all  the  more  interest- 
ing i)oints  of  Ephesus,  which  once  spread  far  and  wide  over  all  the 
desolate  hills  and  more  desolate  marshes  amidst  which  we  wandered ; 
for  Ephesus  was  a  place  of  first-rate  importance,  one  of  those  busy, 
seething,  turbulent  centres  of  human  life  of  which  there  were  not  a 
few  in  the  Boman  world,  and  amongst  which  'Alexandria  stood  pre- 
eminent. 

One  of  the  first  places  where  we  stopped  is  the  cave  which  has 
been  identified  with  the  story  of  the  seven  sleepers,  those  Ephesian 
youths  who,  taking  refuge  with  their  dog  from  the  persecution  of 
Diocletian,  slept  for  200  years,  and  returned  to  Ephesus  to  find, 
to  their  utter  astonishment,  that  the  whole  city  had  become  Christian. 
The  Mahometan  religion  has  taken  possession  of  this  legend,  and 
has,  I  am  happy  to  say,  accommodated  the  dog,  whose  name,  it 
appears,  was  Eetmehr,  with  a  place  in  Paradise,  which,  I  have  no 
doubt,  like  most  of  his  kind,  he  richly  deserves. 

The  next  spot  that  detained  us  for  any  time  was  the  theatre, 
attractive  in  itself,  like  all  theatres  of  the  ancient  world,  which  form 
such  a  contrast  to  the  bloodstained  and  hateful  amphitheatres,  but 
peculiarly  interesting,  from  the  fact  that  this  was  the  scene  of  the 
tumult  of  Demetrius  and  the  craftsmen,  which  is  told  so  vividly  in 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

It  lies  on  the  edge  of  a  hill,  tier  above  tier  of  white  marble  seats, 
and  must  have  looked  as  so  many  of  these  theatres  did  over  the  sea, 
which  in  old  times  came  up  far  fbrther  into  the  plain  of  Ephesus  than 
it  does  at  present.  •  *  *  ♦ 

A  short  ride  from  this  point  brought  us  to  the  ruin,  absurdly 
called  the  prison  of  St.  Paul,  but  which  well  rewarded  our  climb  by 
the  view  which  it  afforded  of  the  sea  with  the  sites  of  Oolophon,  one 
of  the  places  which  claimed  to  be  the  birthplace  of  Homer,  Lebedos 
fiiunous  in  the  annals  of  the  stage,  and  Tecs  the  home  of  Anacreon,  to 
be  seen  or  guessed  at  in  the  distance.  The  brief  October  day  was 
already  done,  when,  after  a  long  circuit  amongst  ruins  and  tombs,  we 
returned  to  the  stadon,  and  to  Smyrna. 

The  line  from  Smyrna  to  Aidin  runs  south-east  from  Smyrna,  but 
another  English  company  has  carried  a  line  to  the  north-east. 

By  this  line  we  started  one  morning,  and,  passing  along  the 
northern  side  of  the  beautiful  Gulf  of  Smyrna,  glided  round  the  base 
of  the  volcanic  range  of  Sipylus,  and  followed  the  valley  of  the 
Hermus  to  the  exquisitely  situated  town  of  Manisa,  the  ancient  Mag- 
nesia ad  Sipylum,  which  lies  between  the  river  and  the  hills,  sur- 
rounded by  great  cotton  fields  in  which  the  people  were  busily 
engaged  in  picking  the  ripe  bolls.     From  Manisa  we  skirted  the  base 
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of  SipyluB,  passing  the  famous  rook  bas-relief  of  the  Niobe,  one  of 
the  oldest  sculptural  monuments  of  the  Greek  world. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  Cassaba,  and  mounting  the  Jiorses  that 
had  been  provided  for  us,  rode  off  to  the  eastward.  Our  course  lay 
along  one  of  the  great  roads  of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  lines  of  communication  in  the  world — the  valley  of  the  Hermns 
— up  and  down  which  there  is  a  constant  stream  of  traffic.  Every 
few  miles  we  met  long  strings  of  camels,  or  saw  them  resting  by  the 
side  of  their  loads  a  little  way  to  the  right  or  left. 

In  front  the  plain  extended  for  miles  and  miles,  and  several  days 
of  riding  beyond  our  destination  would  hardly  have  brought  us  to  the 
end  of  it.  Still  there  was  nothing  monotonous  in  the  effect,  for  on 
either  side  as  well  as  behind  stood  up  the  most  fascinatingly  lovely 
mountains.  The  forms  more  especially  of  Sipylus,  on  which  we  looked 
back,  and  of  Tmolus,  which  bounds  ilie  valley  of  the  Hermus  on  the 
south,  are  a  constant  delight  to  the  eye.  At  last,  after  some  five  hours' 
riding,  we  saw  some  scattered  fragments  of  ruin,  and  forded  a  little 
stream  which  crossed  our  path,  on  its  way  to  the  Hermus.  The  little 
stream  was  no  other  than  Pactolus  of  the  Grolden  Sands,  and  the  broken 
fragments  of  ruin  were  all  that  remained  of  the  mighty  Sardis,  the  seat 
of  Croesus  and  the  Lydian  kings,  whose  story  fills  half  the  first  book 
of  Herodotus. 

We  pitched  our  tents  in  the  shadow  of  a  ruin  in  a  place  where  we 
ought,  in  accordance  with  all  rule,  to  have  caught  fevers,  which,  how- 
ever, more  by  good  luck  than  by  good  guiding  we  did  not  do ;  and 
after  visiting  next  morning  the  ruined  Ionic  temple  of  Cybele,  the 
same  which  at  a  later  period  of  Greek  history — perhaps  in  the  age  of 
Alexander — replaced  the  temple,  whose  destruction  by  the  lonians  led 
to  the  burning  by  the  Persians  of  the  temples  of  Greece,  we  crossed 
the  Hermus,  not  far,  I  presume,  from  the  spot  where  Cyrus  overthrew 
CroBsus,  and  turned  north  to  the  extraordinary  group  of  tumuli,  called 
by  the  Turks  the  ^  thousand  and  one  barrows,"  and  which  we  know 
from  Herodotus  to  be  the  tombs  of  the  Lydian  kings. 

Our  destination  was  the  largest  of  these — the  tomb  of  Alyattes,  the 
fftther  of  Croesus,  the  building  of  which  is  fully  described  by  Herodotus, 
and  which  is  compared  by  him  to  the  Pyramids.  This  tumidus  has 
been  opened,  and  one  of  us  penetrated  into  the  veiy  centre  of  it,  to  the 
infinite  disgust  of  the  bats.  I  preferred  climbing  to  the  top,  from 
which  I  enjoyed  a  magnificent  view  over  all  the  plain  of  the  Hermus 
and  the  Lake  of  Gyges,  which  this  huge  tomb  of  Alyattes,  being  on  the 
scale  of  a  natural,  not  an  artificial  hill,  had  hitherto  shrotded  from  the 
view.  The  district  over  which  I  was  looking  was  probably  the  first 
spot  known  as  Asia — a  name  which,  spreading  little  by  little,  has  now 
covered  the  whole  of  the  vast  continent  that  extends  from  the  shore  of 
the  Egsean  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  unless,  indeed,  we  are  to  seek 
the  first  Asia  a  little  further  to  the  south,  close  to  Ephesus  and  the 
banks  of  the  Cayster. 
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After  lingering  some  time  amongst  these  tombs  of  the  Lydian 
kings,  of  which  Sir  John  Lnbbock  counted  sixty  in  sight  at  once,  we 
returned  across  the  plain  by  another  route  in  some  few  hours  to  Cas- 
saba,  were  hospitably,  and,  indeed,  sumptuously,  entertained  by  the 
railway  company,  and  were  carried  over  the  fifty-eight  miles  that 
separate  Gassaba  £rom  Smyrna  in  two  hours  by  a  special  train.  This 
was  the  end  of  our  brief  sojourn  in  these  interesting  lands. 

We  embarked  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day 
on  board  a  large  French  steamer,  which  destiny  having  determined  to 
make  amends  to  us  for  the  horrors  of  our  middle  passage  from  the 
Dardanelles,  we  had  almost  to  ourselves.  Before  we  had  cleared  the 
roads  the  Imbat,  or  daily  sea-breeze,  began  to  blow  furiously,  and  the 
gusts  that  came  down  the  gullies  of  the  range  of  the  "  Two  Brothers  " 
upon  our  left  gave  promise  of  bad  weather  outside.  The  violence  of 
the  wind,  however,  began  to  moderate  before  we  had  reached  the 
group  of  small  islands  close  to  the  site  of  the  ancient  ClazomensB,  on 
which  I  looked  with  respect,  because  it  has  bequeathed  to  the  world 
some  of  the  most  exquisite  coins  which  have  ever  been  struck,  one  of 
which  by  the  way,  a  silver  one  forming  part  of  a  noble  collection 
which  was  secured  last  summer  by  the  British  Museum,  was  valued 
at  fully  200Z.  We  moved  steadily  on,  and  ere  evening  were  ofif  the  site 
of  Phocaea,  which  we  gazed  upon  with  all  the  more  interest  because 
our  destination  was  that  far-off  Marseilles,  which  had  been  founded 
by  refugees  from  Phocaea  when  the  generals  of  the  Great  King  were 
ravaging  Ionia.  The  sun  set  lurid  and  angry  over  Psara,  the  scene 
of  one  of  the  most  terrible  tragedies  in  the  contest  between  the  Greeks 
and  the  Turks,  and  the  ancient  Mount  Mimas,  the  Kara  Boumou  or 
Black  Cape  of  the  Txurks  well  deserved  its  name,  as  we,  without  any 
of  those  hesitations  to  which  Nestor  owns  in  the  Third  Book  of  the 
Odyssey,  turned  running  close  under  it  into  the  channel  of  Scio, 
where  the  Psariot  Canaris  performed  the  most  remarkable  exploit  of 
the  Greek  War  of  Independence,  by  attaching  a  fire-ship  to  the 
gigantic  vessel  of  the  Capitan  Pai^.  When  we  were  somewhere  off 
Bitri,  the  ancient  ErjrthrsB,  so  called  from  the  red  colour  of  its  rocks 
which  contmst  with  those  of  the  Black  Cape  to  the  northward,  the 
windi  became  very  high,  and  we  found  it  so  rough  that  we  began  to 
fear  that  the  captain  did  not  take  too  gloomy  a  view  of  the  subject 
when  he  talked  of  being  obliged  next  day  to  run  for  the  safe  harbour 
of  Milo,  an  anticipation  which  happily  was  not  realized.  It  gave, 
however,  very  appropriately,  a  fuiiher  tinge  of  melancholy  to  our 
thoughts  as  we  said  good-by  to  Asia,  and  came  to  the  end  of  a  fort- 
night which  was  very  agreeable  to  us,  and  which  I  wish  I  could 
deceive  myself  into  thinking  I  had  succeeded  in  making  not  altogether 
uninteresting  to  you. 

[M.  G.  D.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  16,  1873. 

Sib  Hknbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.E.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Fbofessob  Sidnbt  Colvin,  M.A. 

On  the  Limits  of  Certainty  in  Taste  or  in  Artistic  Judgment. 

[Abetract  deferred.] 


WEEKLY  EVEiNING  MEETING, 
Friday,  May  23,  1873. 

Sib  Hbnbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  PrcBident, 
in  the  Chair. 

William  Spottiswoode,  Esq,  LL.D.  M.A.  Treas.  R.S.  Sec.  RI. 
On  Spectra  of  Polarized  Light, 

Some  apology  is  perhaps  dne  to  you  on  my  part  for  proposing  that  yon 
should  come  together  for  such  elementary  experiments  as  those  which 
I  have  to  offer  you  this  evening ;  but  the  growing  importance  of  the 
subject  of  poligrization,  both  in  general  and  in  astronomical  physics, 
and  the  increased  instrumental  means  at  our  command  for  the  study 
and  the  exhibition  of  the  phenomena,  all  seem  to  indicate  that  an 
hour  may  be  not  unprofitably  spent  in  trying  to  obtain  a  dearer 
insight  into  the  fundamental  parts  of  the  subject. 

The  object  which  I  propose  on  this  occasion  is  to  verify  experi- 
mentally  the  explanation  fiunished  by  tibe  wave  theory  of  the  colours 
produced  by  crystal  plates  when  submitted  to  polarized  light.  Not 
because  the  wave  theory  or  its  conclusions  need  in  themselves  any 
verification,  but  because  the  line  of  argument  ought  to  be  continuous 
throughout, — ^not  like  an  electric  current  whidi  leaps  from  one  part  of 
a  broken  conductor  to  another.  Each  line,  w^etiier  theoretical  or 
experimental,  should  be  complete  and  continuous  from  (me  end  to 
another. 

Having  this  object  in  view,  I  propose  to  reproduce,  by  way  of 
memorandum,  a  few  of  the  phenomena  in  question,  so  as  to  bring 
them  and  their  analysis  in  as  close  juxtaposition  as  possible ;  and 
for  this  purpose  I  have  arranged  two  electric  lamps,  each  furnished 
with  a  complete  polarizing  apparatus,  bnt  the  second  having  in  addi- 
tion a  pair  of  dispersive  prisms,  forming,  in  fact,  a  spectroscope.  In 
the  first  arrangement  I  would  draw  your  particular  attention  to  a 
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Nicols  prism  or  polarizer,  saperior  in  respect  of  size,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  those  best  capable  of  jndging,  not  inferior  in  qnalitj  to 
any  hitherto  constmcted.  We  haYe^  in  fact,  before  ns,  first  ilie  pair  of 
Nicols  oonstmcted  by  Mr.  Ladd,  which  accompanied  Professor  Tyndall 
in  his  journey  to  the  United  States ;  secondly,  a  larger  one  made  for 
him  by  Mr.  Browning;  and  thirdly,  the  largest  of  all,  by  Messrs. 
Tisley  and  Spiller.  And  lest  it  should  seem  that  in  thus  proceeding 
from  large  to  larger  we  have  been  aiming  merely  at  indefinite  size,  I 
may  explain  that  my  object  has  been  always  a  strictly  definite  one,  viz, 
to  obtain  a  polarizer  large  enough  to  transmit  the  entire  beam  which 
issues  from  the  lantern ;  in  this  I  have  now  completely  succeeded. 

Now  it  is  well  known  that  if  a  plate  of  selenite  sufficiently  thin  be 
placed  between  two  such  Nicol's  prisms,  or,  more  technically  speaking, 
between  a  polarizer  and  analyzer,  colour  will  be  i»t)duced.  And  the 
question  proposed  is,  What  is  the  nature  of  that  colour  ?  is  it  simply  a 
pure  colour  of  the  specteum,  or  is  it  compound,  and  if  so,  what  are  its 
component  parts  ?  The  answer  given  by  the  wave  theory  is  in  brief 
this :  In  its  passage  through  the  selenite  plate  the  rays  have  been  so 
separated  in  the  direction  of  their  vibrations  and  in  the  velocity  of 
their  tnnsmission,  that,  when  re-compounded  by  means  of  the  ana- 
lyzer, they  have  in  some  instances  neutralized  one  another.  If  this 
be  the  case,  the  fact  ought  to  be  visible  when  the  beam  emerging  from 
the  analyzer  is  dispersed  by  the  spectroscope ;  for  then  we  have  the 
rays  of  all  the  difforent  colours  ranged  side  by  side,  and  if  any  be 
wanting,  their  absence  will  be  shown  by  the  i^pearance  of  a  dark 
band  in  their  place  in  the  spectrum.  But  not  only  so ;  the  spectrum 
ought  also  to  give  an  account  of  the  other  phmiomena  exhibited  by  the 
selenite  when  the  analyzer  is  turned  round,  viz,  that  when  the  angle 
of  turning  amounts  to  45^  all  trace  of  colour  disaj^ears ;  and  also 
thtft  when  the  angle  amounts  to  90^  colour  reappears,  not,  however, 
the  original  colour,  but  one  complementary  to  it. 

Tou  now  see  in  the  spectrum  of  the  reddish  light  produced  by 
the  selenite  a  broad  but  dark  band  in  the  blue;  when  the  analyzer 
IB  turned  round  ihe  band  becomes  lees  and  less  dark,  until  when  the 
angle  of  turning  amounts  to  45°  it  has  entirely  disappeared.  At  this 
stage  each  part  of  the  spectrum  has  its  own  proportional  intensity, 
and  the  whole  produces  ^  colourless  image  seen  without  the  spectro- 
scope. Lastly,  as  the  turning  of  the  analyzer  is  continued,  a  dark 
band  appears  in  the  red,  the  part  of  the  spectrum  complementary  to 
that  occupied  by  the  first  band ;  and  the  darkness  is  most  complete 
when  the  turning  amounts  to  90°.  Thus  we  have  from  the  spectro- 
scope a  complete  account  of  what  has  taken  place  to  produce  the 
original  colour  and  its  changes. 

It  is  further  well  known  that  Idie  colour  produced  by  a  selenite,  or 
other  crystal  plate  is  dependent  upon  the  thickness  of  the  plate. 
And,  in  fact,  if  a  series  of  plates  be  taken,  giving  difSarent  colours, 
their  spectra  are  found  to  show  bands  arranged  in  different  positions. 
The  thinner  plates  show  bands  in  the  parts  of  the  spectrum  nearest 
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to  the  violet,  where  the  waves  are  shorter,  and  consequently  give  rise 
to  redder  colours ;  while  the  thicker  show  bands  nearer  to  the  red, 
where  the  waves  are  longer,  and  consequently  snpply  bluer  tints. 

When  the  thickness  of  the  plate  is  continually  increased,  so  that 
the  colour  produced  has  gone  through  the  complete  cycle  of  the 
spectrum,  a  further  increase  of  thickness  causes  a  reproduction  of  the 
colours  in  the  same  order ;  but  it  will  be  noticed  that  at  each  recur- 
rence of  the  cycle  the  tints  become  paler,  until  when  a  number  of 
cycles  have  been  performed,  and  the  thickness  of  the  plate  is  con- 
siderable, all  trace  of  colour  is  lost.  Let  us  now  take  a  series  of 
plates,  the  first  two  of  which,  as  you  see,  give  colours ;  with  the  others 
which  are  successively  of  greater  thickness  the  tints  are  so  feeble  that 
they  can  scarcely  be  distinguished.  The  spectrum  of  the  first  shows 
a  single  band ;  iJiat  of  the  second,  two ;  showing  that  the  second  series 
of  tints  is  not  identical  with  the  first,  but  that  it  is  produced  by  the 
extinction  of  two  colours  from  the  components  of  white  light.  The 
spectra  of  the  others  show  series  of  bands  more  and  more  numerous  in 
proportion  to  the  thickness  of  the  plate,  an  array  which  may  be 
increased  indefinitely.  The  total  light,  then,  of  which  the  spectrum 
is  deprived  by  the  thicker  plates  is  taken  from  a  greater  number  of  its 
parts ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  light  which  still  remains  is  distributed 
more  and  more  evenly  over  the  spectrum ;  and  in  the  same  proportion 
the  sum  total  of  it  approaches  more  and  more  nearly  to  white  light. 

These  experiments  were  made  more  than  thirty  years  ago  by  the 
French  philosophers,  MM.  Foucault  and  Fizeau. 

If  instead  of  selenite,  Iceland  spar,  or  other  ordinary  crystals,  we 
use  plates  of  quartz  cut  perpendicularly  to  the  axis,  and  turn  the 
analyzer  round  as  before,  the  light,  instead  of  exhibiting  only  one 
colour  and  its  complementary  with  an  intermediate  stage  in  which 
colour  is  absent,  changes  continuously  in  tint;  and  the  order  of  the 
colour  depends  partly  upon  the  direction  in  which  the  analyzer  is 
turned,  and  partly  upon  the  character  of  the  crystal,  t.  e,  whether  it  is 
right-handed  or  left-handed.  K  we  examine  the  spectrum  in  this 
case  we  find  that  the  dark  band  never  disappears,  but  marches  from 
one  end  of  the  spectrum  to  another,  or  vice  versd^  precisely  in  such  a 
direction  as  to  give  rise  to  the  tints  seen  by  direct  projection. 

The  kind  of  polarization  effected  by  the  quartz  plates  is  called 
circular,  while  that  effected  by  the  other  class  of  crystals  is  called 
plane,  on  account  of  the  form  of  the  vibrations  executed  by  the 
molecules  of  asther ;  and  this  leads  us  to  examine  a  little  more  closely 
the  nature  of  the  polarization  of  different  parts  of  these  spectra  of 
polarized  light. 

Now,  two  things  are  clear :  first,  that  if  light  be  plane-polarized, 
that  is,  if  all  the  vibrations  throughout  the  entire  ray  are  rectilinear 
and  in  one  plane,  they  must  in  all  their  bearings  have  reference  to  a 
particular  direction  in  space,  so  that  they  will  be  differently  affected 
by  different  positions  of  the  analyzer.  Secondly,  that  if  the  vibrations 
be  circular,  they  will  be  affected  in  precisely  the  same  way  (whatever 
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that  may  be)  in  all  positionB  of  the  analyzer.  This  statement  merely 
recapitidates  a  fandamental  point  in  polarization.  In  isnc^  plane- 
polarized  light  is  alternately  transmitted  and  extinguished  by  the 
analyzer  as  it  is  tnmed  through  90^ ;  while  circularly-polarized  light 
remains  to  all  appearance  unchanged.  And  if  we  examine  carefully 
the  spectrum  of  Ught  which  has  passed  through  a  selenite,  or  other 
ordinary  crystal,  we  shall  find  that,  commencing  with  two  consecutive 
bands  in  position,  the  parts  occupied  by  the  bands  and  those  midway 
between  tiiem  are  plane-polarized,  for  they  become  alternately  dark 
and  bright ;  while  the  intermediate  parts,  i.  e,  the  parts  at  one-fourth 
of  the  distance  from  one  band  to  the  next  remain  permanently  bright. 
These  are,  in  &ct,  circularly  polarized.  But  it  would  be  incorrect  to 
conclude  from  this  experiment  alone  that  such  is  really  the  case, 
because  the  same  appearance  would  be  seen  if  those  parts  were 
unpolarized,  t.  e,  in  the  condition  of  ordinary  lights.  And  on  such  a 
supposition  we  should  conclude  with  equal  justice  that  the  parts  on 
eitiier  side  of  the  parts  last  mentioned  (e.  g,  the  parts  separated  by 
eighth  parts  of  the  interval  between  two  bands)  were  partially 
polarized.  But  liiere  is  an  instrument  of  very  simple  construction, 
called  a  '^  quarter^undulation  plate,"  a  plate  usually  of  mica,  whose 
thickness  is  an  odd  multiple  of  a  quarter  of  a  wave  length,  which 
enables  us  to  discriminate  between  light  unpolarized  and  circularly 
polarized.  The  exact  mechanical  effect  produced  upon  the  ray  could 
hardly  be  explained  in  detail  within  our  present  limits  of  time ;  but 
suffice  it  for  the  present  to  say  that  when  placed  in  a  proper  position, 
the  plate  transforms  plane  into  circular  and  circular  into  plane  polar- 
ization. •  That  being  so,  the  parts  which  were  originally  banded  ought 
to  remain  bright,  and  liioee  which  originally  remained  bright  ought  to 
become  banded  during  the  rotation  of  the  analyzer.  The  general 
effect  to  the  eye  will  consequently  be  a  general  shifting  of  the  bands 
through  one-fourth  of  the  space  which  separates  each  pair. 

Circular  polarization,  like  circular  motion  generally,  may  of  course 
be  of  two  kmds,  which  differ  only  in  the  direction  of  tiie  motion. 
And,  in  fact,  to  convert  the  circular  polarization  produced  by  this 
plate  from  one  of  these  kinds  to  the  o&er  (say  from  right-handed  to 
left-handed,  or  vice  fjersd)^  we  have  only  to  turn  the  plate  round 
through  90°.  Oonversely  right-handed  circular  polarization  will  be 
changed  by  the  plate  into  plane-polarization  in  one  direction,  while 
left-buided  will  be  changed  into  plane  at  right  angles  to  the  first 
Hence,  if  the  plate  be  turned  round  through  90°  we  iSiall  see  that  the 
bands  are  shifted  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that  in  which  they  were 
moved  at  first.  In  this  therefore  we  have  evidence  not  only  that  the 
polarization  immediately  on  either  side  of  a  band  is  circular ;  but  also 
that  that  immediately  on  the  one  side  is  right-handed,  while  that 
immediately  on  the  other  is  left-handed. 

If  time  permitted,  I  might  enter  still  further  into  detail,  and  show 
that  the  polarization  between  the  plane  and  the  circular  is  elliptical, 
and  even  the  positions  of  the  longer  and  shorter  axes  and  the  direction 
Vol.  Vn.    (No.  59.)  l 
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of  motion  in  eadi  case.  Bat  sufficient  has,  perhaps,  been  said  for  oar 
present  purpose. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  more  varied  forms  of  spectral  bands, 
which  I  hope  presently  to  bring  imder  your  notice,  I  should  like  to 
ask  your  attention  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  peculiar  phenomena 
exhibited  wlien  two  plates  of  selenite  giving  complementary  colours 
are  used.  The  appearance  of  the  spectrum  varies  with  the  relative 
position  of.  the  plates.  If  they  are  similarly  placed,  that  is  as  if  they 
were  one  plate  of  crystal,  they  will  behave  as  a  single  plate,  whose 
thickness  is  tbe  sum  of  the  thicknesses  of  each,  and  will  produce  double 
the  number  of  bands  which  one  alone  would  give;  and  when  the 
analyzer  is  turned,  the  bands  will  disappear  and  re-appear  in  their 
complementary  positions,  as  usual  in  the  case  of  plane-polarization. 
If  one  of  them  be  turned  round  through  45^,  a  single  band  will  be 
seen  at  a  particular  position  in  the  spectrum.  This  breaks  into  two, 
which  recede  from  one  another  towards  the  red  and  violet  ends 
respectively,  or  advance  towards  one  another  according  to  the  direction 
in  which  the  analyzer  is  turned,  li  the  plate  be  turned  through  45^ 
in  the  opposite  direction,  the  effects  will  be  reversed.  The  darkness 
of  the  buids  is,  however,  not  equally  complete  during  their  whole 
passage.  Lastly,  if  one  of  the  plates  be  turned  through  90°,  no  bands 
will  be  seen,  and  the  spectrum  will  be  alternately  bright  and  dark, 
as  if  no  plates  were  used,  except  only  that  the  polarization  is  itself 
turned  through  90*'. 

If  a  wedge-shaped  crystal  be  used,  the  bands,  instead  of  being 
straight,  will  cross  the  spectrum  diagonally,  the  direction  of  the 
diagonal  (dexter  or  sinister)  being  determined  by  the  position  of  the 
thicker  end  of  the  wedge.  If  two  similar  wedges  be  used  with  their 
thickest  ends  together,  they  will  act  as  a  wedge  whose  angle  and  whose 
thickness  is  double  of  the  first.  If  they  be  placed  in  the  reverse 
position  they  will  act  as  a  flat  plate,  and  the  bands  will  again  cross 
the  spectrum  in  straight  lines  at  right  angles  to  its  length. 

If  a  concave  plate  be  used  the  bands  will  dispose  l^emselves  in  a 
fimlike  arrangement,  their  divergence  depending  upon  the  distance  of 
the  slit  from  the  centre  of  concavity. 

If  two  quartz  wedges,  one  of  which  has  the  optic  axis  parallel  to 
the  edge  of  the  refractory  angle,  and  the  other  perpendicular  to  it, 
but  in  one  of  the  planes  oontaining  the  angle  (Babinet's  Oompensator), 
the  appearances  of  the  bands  are  very  various. 

The  diagonal  bands,  beside  sometimes  doubling  themselves  as  with 
ordinary  wedges,  sometimes  combine  so  as  to  form  longitudinal  (in- 
stead of  transverse)  bands ;  and  sometimes  cross  one  another  so  as  to 
form  a  diaper  pattern  with  bright  compartments  in  a  dark  framework, 
and  vice  versd^  aoooiding  to  the  position  of  the  plates. 

The  effects  of  different  dispositions  -  of  the  interposed  crystals 
might  be  varied  indefinitely ;  but  enough  has  perhaps  been  said  to 
show  the  delicacy  of  the  method  of  spectrum  analysis  as  applied  to 
the  examination  of  polarized  light.  [W.  S.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  30, 1873. 

Sib  Hbnbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.B.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Thb  Ea&l  of  Bobsb,  D.O.L.  F.R.S.  M.B.I. 

On  ike  Badiation  of  Heat  from  the  Moon,  the  Law  of  its  Absorption  by 
our  Atmosphere,  and  Us  Variation  in  Amount  trt^A  her  Phases. 

In  commencing  his  disconrse,  Lord  Bosse  remarked  that  of  the  three 
modes  of  action  by  light  at  a  distance,  which  are  believed  always,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  to  exist  together,  one  only — that  of  the  direct 
action  of  the  luminous  rays  on  the  eye — ^had  been  available  to  astro- 
nomers until  very  recent  times ;  and  he  read  a  passage  from  Arago's 
works,  in  which  he  mentions  that  up  td  the  time  at  which  he  wrote 
(1832)*  no  chemical  action  of  the  Moon's  light  on  chloride  of  silver, 
nor  heat  effect  on  the  most  sensitive  thermometer,  had  been  detected 
in  the  concentrated  rays  of  the  Moon ;  also  one  from  Sir  J.  Herschers 
*  Outlines  of  Astronomy, 'f  to  the  same  effect  as  regards  absence  of 
perceptible  heat  in  the  Moon's  rays.  He  then  described  in  order  the 
successive  attempts  which  have  since  been  made  to  employ  the  ther- 
mopile where  the  thermometer  had  proved  of  inadequate  sensitive- 
ness. First,  Melloni,  having  had  placed  at  his  disposal  a  segmental 
lens  of  3  'feet  diameter  and  3  feet  focal  length,  after  one  or  two 
unsuccessful  attempts,  was  able  to  detect  a  heating  effect  due  to  the 
Moon's  rays  collected  at  its  focus.  Then  about  ten  years  later  (Aug., 
1856),  Mr.  Piazzi  Smyth,  while  on  Teneriffe,  on  directing  his  pile^ 
armed  with  its  polished  conical  reflector,  alternately  towards  and  away 
from  the  Moon,  satisfied  himself  that  the  radiant  heat  was  appreciable. 

In  1861  Professor  Tyndall  experimented  with  a  thermopile  armed 
with  a  large  tin  conical  reflector ;  but  the  smoke  and  heated  air  from 
the  surrounding  chimneys,  which  were  rather  less  numerous  in  the 
direction  of  the  Moon  than  in  that  to  which  he  turned  away  his  pile, 
completely  masked,  or  rather  overpowered,  the  heating  effect  from  the 
Moon. 

Professor  Joule,  in  1863,  by  means  of  a  cylindrical  glass  vessel, 

*  '  Annuaire  dn  Bnrcau  des  Longitades '  for  1833. 
t  Page  285  (5th  editiott> 
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divided  in  a  vertical  direction  bj  a  blackened  pasteboard  diaphragm, 
which  extended  to  within  one  inch  of  the  cover  and  of  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel,  and  in  the  npper  of  which  spaces  was  delicately  suspended  a 
magnetized  sewing  needle  furnished  with  a  glass  index,  was  able  to 
detect  tiie  heat  from  a  pint  of  water  heated  30%  placed  in  a  pan  at 
9  feet  distance,  also  that  of  a  moonbeam,  admitted  through  an  open- 
ing in  a  shutter,  as  it  passed  across  the  apparatus. 

In  the  autonm  of  1869  M.  Marie-Davy,  with  a  refractor  of  9  indies 
aperture,  detected  the  Moon's  heat  in  the  focus,  and  estimated  the  rise 
of  temperature  of  the  face  of  his  thermopile  at  about  twelve-millionths 
of  a  degree  (Celsius) ;  and  a  little  earlier  Mr.  Huggins  worked  with 
the  thermopile,  but  directed  his  attention  more  to  the  Fixed  Stars 
than  to  tiie  Moon. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  1868*  an  arrangement  was  prepared 
for  measuring  the  heat  in  the  image  of  the  Moon,  formed  by  the  mirror 
of  the  8-foot  reflector  at  Parsonstown.  For  the  purpose  of  further  con- 
centrating the  heat  of  this  image  of  2*9  inches  mean  diameter  on  to 
the  face  of  a  thermopile  jrd  of  an  inch  diameter,  a  concave  mirror  of 
8^  inches  diameter  and  8  inches  focal  length  was  onployed ;  a  rock- 
salt  lens  being  objectionable  from  its  condensing  moisture  on  its 
surface,  and,  mOTCover,  being  hardly  procurable  of  sufficient  size. 

To  secure  greater  steadiness  of  the  needle  than  was  otherwise 
obtainable,  a  second  similar  concave  mirror  and  thermopile  were 
placed  by  the  side  of  the  first,  the  similar  poles  of  the  thermopiles 
being  connected  with  each  other,  and  the  others  with  the  terminals  of 
the  galvanometer.  Thus  the  deviations  due  to  the  Moon's  heating 
effect  were  proportional  to  the  $um  of  the  effects  due  to  each  pile  sepa- 
ratdy,  and  those  arising  from  disturbing  causes,  acting  on  the  two 
piles,  to  the  difference  of  the  effects  due  to  each  pile.  To  secure  still 
greater  steadiness  of  the  needle,  the  two  piles  of  four  pairs  each, 
which,  having  been  made  at  differeni  times  by  Messrs.  Elliott^  were 
not  of  equal  power,  were  replaced  by  two  more  equal  thermopairs 
constructed  on  the  spotf  The  apparatus  was  enclosed  on  all  sides, 
except  on  that  towards  the  mirror  of  the  telescope,  with  a  box  of  tin 
and  glass,  and  the  lattice-tube  was  covered  with  a  cloth  to  keep 
draughts  of  air  from  the  piles.  Two  covered  wires  led  from  the  ther- 
mopiles to  the  galvanometer  in  the  observatory,  and  the  heating  effect 
was  determined  by  directing  the  telescope  so  that  the  Moon's  image 
fell  alternately,  for  the  space  of  one  minute,  on  each  of  the  two  small 
concave  mirrors. 

*  See  Proc  Bojal  Soo.  1869. 

t  In  the  oonstruction  of  the  thennopairs  which  were  sahstitnted  for  the  thermo- 
piles previoaaly  employed,  the  requisite  sensitiveness  was  obtained  by  making  the 
croBB-seotion  of  the  two  elements  small  compared  with  the  area  of  face,  so  that  a 
smaller  proportion  of  heat  might  be  lost  by  conduction  along  the  bars.  On  being 
compared  with  two  of  the  ordinary  construction  they  were  found  to  be  of  about 
equal  power,  and  therefore  from  the  simplicity  of  oonstruction  they  would  appear 
to  be  deserving  of  the  attention  of  physicists.    (See  Proc.  Royal  Soc  1870.) 
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The  obseryations  made  during  the  seasons  1868-9  and  1869-70, 
were  found  to  follow  pretty  well  Lambert's  law  for  the  yariation  of 
light  with  phase.  It  was  found  also  that  a  piece  of  glass  which  trans- 
mitted 80  per  cent,  of  the  Son's  rays  suffered  only  about  10  per  cent, 
of  the  Moon's  rays  to  pass  through ;  thus  a  large  amount  of  absorp- 
tion before  radiation  from  the  Moon's  sur&ce  was  shown  to  take 
place.* 

In  the  earlier  experiments  no  attention  had  been  paid^to  the  cor- 
rection to  be  applied  for  absorption  of  heat  by  the  Earth's  atmosphere ; 
but,  as  the  apparatus  was  gradually  improved,  it  became^  indispensable 
to  determine  the  amount  of  this  correction  before  attempting  to  ap- 
proach more  nearly  to  the  law  of  yariation  of  the  Moon's  heat  with 
her  Phases  than  had  been  done  in  the  earlier  inyestigation. 

By  taking  long  series  of  readings  for  lunar  heat  through  the 
greatest  ranges  of  aenith  distance  available,  a  table  expressing  the 
law  for  decrease  of  heat  with  increase  of  zenith  distance,  closely  fol- 
lowing that  deduced  by  Seidel  for  the  corresponding  decrease  of  the 
Ugkt  of  the  stars,  was  obtained.t  By  the  employment  of  this  table,  the 
determinations  of  the  Moon's  heat  at  various  moments  of  the  lunation 
were  rendered  comparable  and  available  for  laying  down  a  more  accu- 
rate "^  Phase-curve  "  than  had  been  previously  obtained.!  This  curve 
was  found  to  agree  more  nearly  with  Professor  Zollner  s  law  for  the 
Moon's  light,  on  Ihe  assumption  that  her  surface  acts  as  if  it  was 
grooved  meridionally,  the  sides  of  the  grooves  being  inclined  at  the 
nniform  angle  of  52^  to  the  surface,  than  with  Lambert's  law  for  a 
perfectly  emooth  spherical  surface. 

To  supply  the  want  of  the  diagrams,  which  in  the  lecture  exhi- 

*  Aiwnming  WoUaeton's  estimate  of  600,000  : 1  to  be  the  correct  value  of  the 
proportion  between  sunlight  9sA  that  of  Fall  Moon,  and  the  percentage  of  heat 
iranaraitted  by  glass  to  be  10  per  cent  for  the  Moon's  rays,  and  80  per  cent,  for 
the  Sun's  (the  difference  being  due  to  absorption  before  radiation  from  the  Moon's 
surfaoeX  the  corresponding  ratio  for  solar  and  lunar  heat  deduced  was  80,000  :  1. 
The  later  observations  on  lunar  heat  would  require  some  modifications  of  this 
value,  but  in  the  present  uncertainty  as  to  the  value  for  the  proportion  between 
sunlight  and  moonlight  for  which 

Wollaston  gives  the  value 801,072 

Bouguer  „  800,000 

Bond  „  470,980 

Zollner,  1st  method  „  618,000 

^      2nd     „       „  619,000 

fiurther  examination  of  the  question  would  apnear  unprofitable. 

t  Following  the  reasonmg  from  which  rouillet  concluded  that  the  Earth's 
atmosphere  abmrbs  solar  heat  as  if  it  wero  a  medium  of  uniform  density  of  height 
equal  to  ^  of  the  Earth's  radius,  we  deduced  from  the  measurement  of  the  Moon's 
heat,  a  height  of  ^  of  the  earth's  radius. 

X  In  deducing  the  observations  previous  to  employing  them  in  the  formation  of 
a  Phase-curve,  corrections  were  applied  for  "  Augmentation  of  the  Moon's  semi- 
diameter,"  for  change  in  the  value  of  the  Moon's  distance,  for  reduction  of  the 
readings  of  the  galvanometer  &om  tangent  to  aro  and  variation  of  the  Sun's  distance. 
The  b»t  was  not  necessary  in  deducing  the  law  of  atmospheric  absorption.  Lam- 
bert's law  for  change  with  Phase  was  assumed  in  deducing  the  absorption  law. 
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bited  the  laws  of  abscMrption  in  the  aimoBphere,  and  of  yanation  of  heat 
and  light,  with  the  phaaeS)  abbieTiated  tables  are  appended  below.* 

The  distribution  of  light  on  two  white  globes,  constructed  in  accord- 
ance with  Lambert's  and  ZoUner's  hypotheses,  on  which  a  beam  &om 
the  electric  light  was  thrown,  was  ^own  to  be  very  different  in  the 
two  cases ;  the  brightest  spot  on  the  former  being  at  the  centre,  and 


Zenith 

Light  of  Stan  trans- 

Moon's Heat  traiu- 

Dltttanoe. 

mitted  by  Atmosphere. 

% 

1-000 

1000 

80 

0-984 

0-988 

40 

0-962 

0-958 

50 

0-902 

0-907 

60 

0-800 

0-886 

70 

0-642 

0-698 

80 

0-407 

0-465 

85 

0-208 

— 

K.B. — ^Before  entering  the  Atmosphere  the  Moon's  heat  =  1-262,  bo  that  at 
the  Zenith  fully  -^th  is  absorbed  before  it  reaohes  the  Earth's  surface. 


Distance  from 
Full  Moon. 

Lambert's 
Formula. 

Fhase-cnrye 

for  Heat 
(Observed). 

Phase-curve  for 

Heat  transmitted 

by  Glass. 

Zollner^  Photo- 
metric ObBervation& 

ZoUner's  Fonmda 
for  Moon's  Light. 

i8o 

96 

44 

90 

128 

62 







80 

165 

89 







70 

205 

117 

11-4 

88 

__ 

60 

246 

149 

16-7 

109 



50 

286 

186 

22-0 

132 

154 

40 

824 

228 

27-3 

166 

212 

30 

355 

276 

33-5 

212 

278 

20 

381 

335 

46-3 

271 

846 

10 

898 

894 

64-3 

842 

417 

0 

404 

408 

69-5 

890 

488 

10 

898 

867 

56-7 

827 

417 

20 

381 

323 

44-5 

269 

846 

80 

855 

278 

33-5 

218 

277 

40 

824 

234 

24-4 

167 

213 

50 

286 

191 

181 

122 

157 

60 

246 

155 

14-5 

84 

109 

70 

205 

127 

11-8 

58 

71 

80 

165 

103 

9-2 

49 

90 

128 

78 

6-5 





100 

96 

54 

3-8 

— 

— 

I. 

II. 

m. 

IV. 

V. 

VL 

N.B. — To  compare  the  heat  transmitted  by  glass  with  ZoUner's  photometric 
observations  (Column  Y.)  the  quantities  in  Column  lY.  must  be  multiplied  hy 
5  -  792. 
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on  the  latter  at  62^  on  each  side  from  the  centre  at  the  time  of  Full 
Moon,  and  at  other  times  on  the  former  at  the  bright  limb,  from  which 
it  gradnaUy  decreases  towards  the  termioator;  while  on  the  latter 
there  is  a  rapid  decrease  from  the  bright  limb  to  a  nniTn'Tnnni  about 
half-way  to  tiie  terminator,  after  which  it  increases  again,  and  then 
fades  away  on  approaching  the  terminator. 

On  examining  the  Phase-curre  which  had  been  obtained,  a  certain 
want  of  symmetry  on  the  two  sides  of  Full  Moon  was  perceiyed,  which 
was  ascribed  to  the  unequal  distribution  of  mountain  and  plain  on  the 
lunar  surface, 'as  was  shown  by  a  rough  diagram  of  the  lunar  surface 
with  its  so-called  **  seas."  It  had  also  been  found  that  the  percentage 
of  the  Moon's  heat  transmitted  by  a  sheet  of  glass  diminished  from 
17-8  per  cent,  at  Full  Moon  to  about  13*8  per  cent,  at  22^^,  11  per 
cent  at  45°,  and  10  per  cent,  at  67^°  distance  from  Full  Moon ;  a  cii> 
cumstance  which  might  have  been  accounted  for  by  supposing  that 
there  is  a  constant  amount  of  radiant  heat  coming  from  ^e  Moon  in 
addition  to  that  which,  like  the  light,  varies  with  the  Phase,  had  it  not 
been  found  that  as  the  Moon  approached  tolerably  near  the  Sun,  as  for 
instance,  on  March  27, 1871,  when  her  distance  from  full  Was  138^, 
no  perceptible  amount  of  heat  radiated  from  her  surface. 

The  less  rapid  decrease  of  the  Moon's  heat  than  of  her  light  on 
going  fiEu*ther  from  Full  Moon,  and  the  increase  of  percentage  of  heat 
transmitted  by  glass  towards  the  time  of  Full  Moon,  may  probably 
be  explained  on  the  assumption  that  when  the  Sun's  heat  and  light 
strike  the  Moon's  surface  the  whole  of  the  former  and  only  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  latter,  depending  on  the  intrinsic  reflecting  power 
or  ''  Albedo  "  of  the  siuface,  leave  it  again,  and  consequently  the 
shaded  portions,  which  are  inclined  more  towards  the  position  of  the 
Earth  at  Quadrature  than  at  Full  Moon,  reflect  a  larger  amount  of 
heat  as  compared  with  the  light  at  the  former  than  at  the  latter  time, 
and  a  greater  flatness  of  the  Heat-  than  of  the  Light-  Phase-curve  is 
the  result. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  a  decisive  result  on  the  question, 
whether  or  not  the  Moon's  surface  requires  an  appreciable  time  to 
acquire  the  temperatures  due  to  the  various  amounts  of  radiant  heat 
fulling  on  it  at  different  moments,  simultaneous  determinations  of  the 
amount  of  the  Moon's  heat  and  of  her  light  were  made,  whenever  the 
state  of  the  sky  allowed  of  it,  during  the  Eclipse  of  November  14, 1872. 
The  Eclipse  was  a  very  partial  one,  only  about  ^  of  the  Moon's  dia- 
meter being  in  shadow ;  but  although  this  circumstance,  coupled  with 
the  uncertain  state  of  the  sky,  rendered  the  observation  far  less  sati»- 
fiactory  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been,  yet  it  was  suf&cient  to 
show  that  the  decline  of  light  and  heat  as  the  penumbra  came  over 
the  lunar  surface  and  their  increase  after  the  middle  of  the  Eclipse 
were  sensibly  proportional.* 

Bather  with  t^e  view  of  finding  the  value  of  the  galvanometer 

*  Both  were  reduced  to  about  one-half  what  they  were  before  the  eeUpse. 
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readings  in  terms  of  the  radiation  from  a  surface  of  known  tempera- 
ture, and  capable  of  being  reproduced  by  anyone  at  any  future  time, 
than  in  the  expectation  of  getting  more  than  the  roughest  approximar 
tion  to  the  temperature  of  the  lunar  surface,  readings  of  the  galyano- 
meter  were  taken  when  the  faces  of  the  piles  were  alternately  exposed 
for  periods  of  one  minute  to  the  radiation  from  two  blackened  tin 
vessels  filled  with  water  of  different  temperatures.  It  was  thus  found 
that  were  the  atmosphere  remoyed,  the  surfaces  of  New  and  Full 
Moon  might  be  respectively  replaced  by  blackened  tin  vessels  of  equal 
apparent  area  to  that  of  the  Moon,  and  at  temperatures  of  50°  and  247^ 
Fahrenheit* 

In  conclusion.  Lord  Bosse  expressed  a  hope  that  among  the  many 
subjects  which  engage  the  attention  of  astronomers  that  of  radiation  of 
heat  from  the  Moon  might  not  be  entirely  lost  sight  of,  more  especially 
by  those  who  live  in  a  more  favourable  climate  for  such  observations 
than  that  of  the  British  Isles. 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  May  16,  1873. 

Sw  Hknut  KoujaWy  Bart  M.D.  D.O.L.  F.B.S.  President^ 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbofbssob  SmNBT  OoLvnr,  M.A. 

On  the  Limits  of  Certainty  in  Taste^  or  in  ArtisHe  Judgment. 

[Extiactfl.] 

Thb  taste,  or  judgment,  about  which  we  are  going  to  think,  is  that 
sensibility  or  sum  of  sensibilities  within  us  which  receives  pleasure 
from  the  visible  work  of  man's  hands.  I  meditate  no  philosophical 
discussion  of  the  nature  of  those  sensibilities,  nor  any  categoric  survey 
of  those  classes  of  works  which  are  designed  to  give  them  pleasure. 
Every  hearer  at  all  conversant  with  such  inquiries  would  set  down  as 
an  impertinence  the  attempt  to  do  either  within  the  limits  of  an  hour's 
talking.  On  ihe  other  hand,  it  is  safe  to  take  for  granted  that,  con- 
versant or  not,  every  hearer  recognizes  within  himself  the  sort  of 
powers  which  are  meant  when  he  is  spoken  to  of  his  taste,  or  artistic 
judgment,  and  the  classes  of  productions  which  he  submits  to  it ;  and 
to  that  recognition,  since  I  shall  speak  the  language  of  no  school,  nor 
imply  any  other  account  of  the  matters  in  question  than  is  in  use  in 
daily  life,  it  is  for  the  present  purpose  safe  to  trust 

*  In  fact  aasuming  Dulong  and  Petit'8  law  of  Tadiation  to  hold,  the  change  of 
radiation  on  going  from  New  to  Fall  Moon  was  the  same  as  that  produced  by  raisine 
the  temperatoie  of  the  water  through  197%  the  initial  temperature  being  50°  Fahr. 
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I  suppose  there  is  none  of  ns  to  whom  the  sense  of  a  perpetual 
difference  of  taste  has  not  at  some  time  or  another  given  perplexity. 
If  we  care  for  beautiful  things,  or  things  we  think  beautiful,  and  care 
also  for  our  neighbours,  the  two  kindnesses  become  sometimes  hard 
to  reconcile.  Ton  are  absorbed,  in  a  picture  gallery,  before  some 
work  which  appeals,  it  may  be,  to  the  strongest  powers  of  admiration 
you  have.  Tou  meet  your  Mend,  and  he  says,  ''What,  tou  care 
about  that  thing  I"  or  if  he  knows  your  susceptibilities,  and  has  a  soft 
heart,  looks  as  much,  and  moves  compassionately  on.  Turn  to  your 
newspapers,  and  we  all  know  what  kind  of  consent  is  to  be  found 
there.  "A,"  writes  one,  ''has  eclipsed  himself;  who  shall  say  but 
that  great  artist  has  set  the  seal  of  immortality  upon  his  genius  in 
his  works.  No.  — ."  Of  the  same, "  A,"  writes  another,  "  has  sunk  even 
lower  than  we  feared ;  no  one,  after  us,  will  henceforth  venture  to 
claim  merit  for  this  ignominious  pretender."  That  is  the  way  in 
which  we  judge  of  contemporary  appeals  to  our  artistic  sense ;  being 
conscious  all  fiie  while  that  there  ought  to  be  some  better  agreement ; 
and  longing,  as  human  nature  will  long  in  this  as  in  weightier  things, 
to  be  one  with  the  majority  of  our  kind;  and  that  not  with  any 
ignoble  majority  of  an  hour,  whom  the  next  hour  will  silence,  but 
with  the  high  and  elect  majority  whose  voices,  if  we  could  hear  them, 
are  the  spirit  of  the  past  and  future.  Turning  to  graver  instances, 
we  know  how  whole  epochs  of  men  have  flouted  the  taste  and  the  arts 
of  other  epochs,  again  to  have  their  own  flouted  in  their  turn.  We 
know  how  the  eighteenth  century  flouted  the  arts  and  taste  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  and  pitied  the  "hard  manner  of  Perugino";  we 
know,  too,  how  the  nineteenth  century  began  by  turning  round  upon 
the  eighteenth,  and  what  we  think  of  Pope's  rhapsodies  in  honour  of 
the  dauber  Jervas.  Or,  since  we  are  getting  upon  individual  instances, 
what  can  be  more  to  the  point  thui  to  think  of  the  two  men  who, 
if  we  had  to  choose  out  of  all  modem  Europe,  ought  assuredly  to 
be  chosen  of  these  muses  the  priests — spirits,  in  Virgil's  phrase, — 
^  smitten  through  and  through  with  a  mighty  love,  to  be  the  ministers 
'  of  their  worship?  The  two  men  I  mean  are:  for  one,  the  German 
Winckelmazm,  who  by  passion  as  much  as  by  learning  penetrated  a 
hundred  years  ago  into  the  secrets  of  the  Greek  genius,  before  its  best 
works  were  known,  and  is  the  fEither  of  the  proper  love  and  knowledge 
of  antiquity  in  its  monuments ;  and  for  the  other,  who  but  Mr.  Buskin. 
....  Winckelmazm,  speaking  of  architecture,  says :  "  There  are  no 
good  buildings  of  any  kind  m  Florence ;  Venice  is  better,  because  of 
some  of  the  palaces  of  Palladio."  Mr.  Buskin,  the  child  of  our  century, 
and  enthusiast  of  the  Middle  Age,  has  taught  us,  we  know  what,  about 
8anta  Maria  del  Fiore  and  Giotto's  campanile  at  Florence,  and  has 
observed,  in  a  somewhat  different  spirit  from  Winckelmann's,  we  re- 
member, on  the  palaces  of  PsJladio  as  compared  with  other  buildings 

in  Venice 

That  such  instances  of  dissenting  judgment  should  be,  and  threaten 
always  to  be,  is  a  thing  which  subjects  the  lovers  of  art  to  varieties  of 
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troublesome  questions  from  some  who  flatter  themselves  they  have 
placed  their  fl^ections  more  wisely.  For  example,  the  edifice  in  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  address  yon  is  the  home  of  the  physical  sciences, 
and  this  hall  is  the  arena  of  some  of  the  most  brilliant  and  memorable 
of  all  demonstrations  in  science.    Now  assuredly  many  of  the  masters 
of  science  are  also  enthusiasts  in  art.     But  I  have,  probably  we  all 
have,  friends  distinguished  in  science  who  are  rather  disposed  to  be 
sceptical  about  art.    In  their  own  pursuits  they  are  made  familiar 
with  exactness  and  certainty,  and  they  are  disposed  to  ask  for  exact- 
ness and  certainty  in  all  that  can  occupy  the  mind  of  rational  beings. 
They  expect  that  positiveness  in  judgment  shall  be  the  sign  of  cer- 
tainty, and  vehemence  of  exactness.   They  find  the  lovers  of  art  positive 
indeed  and  vehement  in  their  judgments ;  but  not  finding  those  judg- 
ments agree — sometimes,  as  we  have  seen,  finding  them  even  pretty 
strongly  disagree — they  ask  for  a  right  or  wrong.    They  hear  the  pro* 
fessors  of  the  subject  loudly  asserting  a  right  and  wrong ;  they  listen,  and 
find  that  two  do  not  assert  the  same  right  or  the  same  wrong ;  and  then, 
perhaps  not  being  very  strongly  drawn  to  the  study  by  their  own  tem- 
perament and  aptitudes,  they  pass  on,  and  think  slightly  of  it  thereafter. 
Obviously,  with  one  slighting  our  study  on  these  grounds,  we  might 
argue  thus :  Tou  ask  for  certainty,  we  might  say,  but  what  kind  of 
certainty  ?    Do  you,  because  your  study  is  a  study  of  the  works  of 
nature,  and  ours  also  a  study  of  visible  things  having  their  existence!, 
like  the  works  of  nature,  in  the  material  order  of  the  universe,  do  yon 
infer  that  it  is  a  study  like  your  own  ?    Nay,  the  objects  of  our  study 
(which  besides  are  works  of  the  human  spirit,  and  not  of  nature)  do 
not  exist,  like  the  objects  of  yours,  to  prove  anything ;  they  only  exist 
to  please.    And  when  we  are  positive  about  right  and  wrong  in  the 
objects  of  our  study,  we  do  not  assert  a  fact,  but  a  feeling.    Herein 
lies  the  initial  difference.     We  both  study  visible  objects  in  the  first 
instance,  and  it  is  required  for  both  that  our  powers  of  seeing  and 
observing  should  be  just  and  vivid.     But  there  are  two  modes  of  see- 
ing justly  and  vividly.    Each  sensation  of  sight  has  two  properties : 
the  property  of  awakening  feeling  within  the  mind,  and  the  property 
of  setting  the  mind  to  compare  and  judge.   One  mode  of  seeing  makes 
most  of  that  part  in  each  sensation  of  sight  which  consists  in  feeling, 
and  is  connected  with  currents  of  pleasure  in  the  mind ;  the  other 
mode  of  seeing  makes  the  most  of  that  part  of  each  sensation  which 
consists  in  comparison  and  judgment,  and  is  connected  with  the 
currents  of  reflection  and  calculation.     Mine  is  the  former  mode  of 
seeing,  that  which  cannot  see  without  beginning  to  enjoy ;  yours  is  the 
latter  mode,  that  which  cannot  see  without  beginning  to  reason.    And 
the  diflerence  so  started  runs  right  on.     Tour  discriminative  way  of 
using  your  eyesight  runs  on,  and  leads  you  out  beyond  your  most  sus- 
tained processes  of  observation,  into  infinite  chains  of  abstract  ratioci- 
nation upon  things  observed.    My  enjoying  way  of  using  my  eyesight 
runs  on,  and  leads  me,  through  my  richest  variety  of  pleasures  in  the 
mere  colours  and  forms  of  things,  into  infinite  combinations  of  pleasure 
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imagined  in  asaooiftftion  with  the  oolonrs  and  forma.  And  ao  we  have 
fotmd  onr  way  into  two  distant  kingdoms.  Tours  is  the  abstract  king- 
dom of  demonstration  and  dednotion ;  mine  is  the  concrete  kingdom 
of  delight  and  emotion.  Ton  are  podtiye  in  the  assertion  of  your 
facts,  and  with  good  reason.  I  am  positive,  perhaps  reprehensibly,  in 
the  assertion  of  my  feelings.  Perhaps  it  is  reprehensible ;  bnt  it  is  the 
nature  of  mankind  to  be  positive,  to  be  even  vehement,  in  asserting 
that  which  it  feels  steongly — to  contend  for  the  justice  of  its  emotions 
even  more  than  for  the  justice  of  its  proo&  But  pleasure,  but  emo- 
tion, even  of  the  senses,  still  more  of  imagination  and  association,  is 
evidentiy  a  thing  much  more  personal  than  proof,  and  more  variable 
for  various  constitutions.  Therefore,  when  you  hear  the  lovers  of  art 
ocmtending  positively  and  vehemently  for  the  justice  of  their  judg- 
ments, you  must  remember  that  their  judgments  are  but  the  expression 
of  their  pleasures,  and  must  not  be  surprised  to  find  those  pleasures 
not  the  same  for  them  all,  nor  look  among  them  for  that  kind  of  con- 
sent which  a  demonstration  of  your  own  is  accustomed  to  command. 
Again,  consider  what  complicated  elements,  in  any  of  the  higher  kind 
of  works  of  art,  are  offered  for  the  artistic  sense  to  pass  judgment  upon. 
In  passing  juc^ment  upon  any  painting  or  sculpture,  or  work  of  art 
that  imitates  the  objects  of  nature,  the  artistic  sense  has  to  think,  not 
only  of  the  play  of  tiie  forms  and  lineaments  there  presented  to  it,  but 
of  originals  represented  behind  those  forms  and  lineaments ;  and  of  the 
relations  the  representations  bear  or  do  not  bear  to  the  models.  If 
there  is  ample  room  for  difference  of  feeling  about  the  pleasurableness 
seen  in  actual  presentation,  how  much  more  room  for  difference  of  it 
about  things  seen  only  in  representation,  called  up  only  in  idea,  or  in 

the  idea  of  an  idea  behind  the  things  actually  seen ! 

««  »  »  *  «  *  « 

But,  it  may  be  said,  is  not  Nature  the  standard  ?  Is  not  a  know- 
ledge of  Nature  the  one  means  for  judging  well  of  those  arts  which 
imitate  her.  Alas  I  but  Nature,  the  conception  of  what  is  to  be  under- 
stood by  that  word,  is  so  different  for  different  people.  In  his  &mou8 
seventh  discourse,  going  over  ground  in  part  the  same  as  that  which 
I  am  attempting  to  traverse  to-night,  Beynolds  divides  the  legitimate 
kinds  of  beauty,  which  may  be  a  source  of  artistic  pleasure,  into  two ; 
one  kind  which  is  permanent  and  always  the  same,  and  which  he 
identifies  with  Nature ;  another  kind  which  is  transitory  and  always 
changing,  which  he  identifies  with  fiishion  or  custom.  And  Nature, 
xmderstood  in  that  sense,  Beynolds  is  never  tired  of  setting  up  as  the 
only  standard.  But  nothing  can  be  more  emphatic  than  the  way  in 
which  he  distinguishes  this  permanent  or  standard  Nature  from  another 
kind  of  nature  which  some  understand  by  the  word.  The  permanent 
and  standard  Nature,  he  says,  is  one  and  the  same,  which  the  consenting 
common-sense  of  mankind  in  all  ages  has  established  as  such.  To  the 
consenting  common-sense  of  mankind,  and  how  that  has  fixed  and 
interpreted  the  idea  of  Nature,  you  must  look  for  your  standard,  and 
not  to  any  particular  or  individual  examples  in  actual  nature.    That 
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ifl  essentially  an  ideal  conception ;  whereas  the  other  conception  of 
Nature,  as  a  thing  to  he  studied,  imitated,  and  adhered  to  with  scmpn- 
loos  snhmission,  in  each  one  of  her  individual  examples  to  which  the 
artist  has  access,  is  an  essentiallj  real  conception.  It  is  the  latter  of 
the  two  which  we  have  most  insisted  on  in  recent  times.  In  insisting 
on  the  former  of  the  two,  the  ahstract  or  ideal  conception,  Beynolda,  I 
think  it  is  clear,  was  both  right  and  wrong.  He  was  right  in  feeling 
that  Nature  for  the  existing  artistic  sense.  Nature  in  the  sense  which 
is  almost  synonymous  with  beauty,  is  something  which  the  mind  of 
man  prefers,  and  follows  and  selects  by  preference,  out  of  the  multi- 
fiEirious  shows  of  particular  Nature,  as  point  by  point  she  is.  He  was 
confused  with  metaphysical  notions  when  he  held  that  Nature  in  this 
sense — ^that  the  chosen  Nature,  which  is  also  Beauty — ^was  one  and 
the  same  thing  all  over  the  world.  .... 

This  notion  of  the  essential  oneness  of  the  beautiful,  imported 
from  metaphysics,  where  it  is  in  its  place,  into  life,  where  it  is  out  of 
its  place,  has  vitiated  almost  all  liieories  of  art,  as  here  it  vitiates 
Beynolds's.  The  fact  is,  that  the  artistic  sense  of  man— that  com- 
bination of  sensibilities  for  pleasurable  seeing,  which  leads  him  to 
prefer  and  pursue  and  take  delight  in  some  of  the  obscured  points  of 
Nature  as  she  actually  is,  rather  than  others— the  fact  is,  that  this,  in 
various  races  and  ages  of  man,  has  preferred  and  pursued  very  different 
classes  of  observations.  And  the  active  and  ingenious  powers  in  the 
race  and  age  being  set  on  to  produce  according  to  the  preference  of 
the  sensitive  and  enjoying  ones,  we  have  arts  in  which  ike  modes  of 
interpreting  nature  and  feeling  beauty  vary  very  widely.  No  doubt 
you  may  collect  all  these  and  compare  them,  and  find,  in  the  world  of 
&cts,  a  general  formula  of  excellence  which  shall  include  all  kinds  of 
beauty ;  and  from  that  again  you  may  proceed  to  deduct  your  canon. 
But  this  will  not  help  you,  often  as  it  has  been  tried  in  the  actual  ex- 
ercise of  artistic  judgment,  to  the  attainment  of  exactness  and  certainty 
in  it.  Taste  does  not  work — the  artistic  sense  does  not  judge— by  the 
application  of  canons  from  experience,  any  more  than  of  formulas 
from  metaphysics.  Nay,  one  might  conceive  it  possible  for  observa- 
tion to  collect,  and  for  the  sciences  to  analyze,  any  number  of  instances 
of  those  combinations  which  have  been  held  beautiful  in  art.  Bring 
the  anatomy  in  a  picture  to  the  test  of  anatomic  science,  measure  the 
waves  of  colour,  find  the  formulse  of  the  curves,  test  the  mountains  by 
geology,  and  the  animals  by  natural  history :  this  is  curious  and  inter- 
•  esting — for  a  work  of  art  represents  to  the  imagination  things  of  which 
all  tiiese  are  the  sciences ;  but  it  is  not  a  help  in  judgment,  or  the 
action  of  taste. 

How  does  taste  work  ?  It  works  by  direct  and  intuitive  decision 
upon  the  merits  of  each  case.  The  whole  sum  of  powers  which 
coalesce  within  us  to  form  a  taste,  or  aptitude  for  artistic  judgment, 
take  cognizance  of  the  result  of  the  activities  which  have  gone  together 
to  produce  the  work  of  art  submitted  to  them.  There  are  two  consti- 
tuent groups  of  powers  which  anyone  will  recognize  within  himself  as 
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taking  part  in  bis  artistic  judgments;  the  group  wlucb  Constitutes  a 
sense  of  what  the  work  of  art  on  the  surface  and  in  itself  is  like,  and 
the  group  which  constitutes  a  knowledge  of  what  it  further  means  and 
tells.  The  sense  is  a  sense  of  the  art,  and  the  knowledge  a  knowledge 
of  the  meaning ;  the  one  corresponds  to  what  is  sometimes  oaUed  the 
form  of  a  work  of  art,  its  play  of  lines,  colours,  and  what  things  these 
at  once  suggest  and  represent  to  be  right ;  the  knowledge  corresponds 
to  what  is  sometimes  called  its  matter  or  contents,  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  the  things  represented — the  ideas  and  feelings  which  the 
artist  has  desired  to  ezpress^in  a  word,  the  phase  of  the  human  spirit 
of  which  his  work  is  the  embodiment. 

Now,  I  should  say  that  the  only  exactness,  or  certainty,  of  which 
artistic  judgment  properly  so  called  is  capable,  is  that  which  comes 
from  the  conjoint  operation  of  these  two  groups  of  powers  acting 
together  in  equal  perfection.  Perfect  justice  and  keen  susceptibility 
of  the  sense  which  apprehends  and  enjoys  the  form  and  appearance  of 
a  work  of  art,  together  with  perfect  knowledge  of  the  circumstances 
and  ideas  that  explain  its  matter  and  meaning.  That  is  the  only  kind 
of  certainty  in  such  matters  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge.  The 
one,  the  reverse  of  the  former,  must  be  perpetually  stimulating  and 
confirming  the  other,  the  knowledge  of  the  matter,  before  either  can 
be  complete.  Where  both  are  complete,  the  two  act  inseparably 
together.  It  does  not  matter  whetiier  you  call  the  state  one  of 
delighted  intelligence  or  of  intelligent  delight ;  but  your  taste  is  as 
certain  and  exact  as  it  can  be. 

Now,  of  these  two  constituent  parts,  the  complex  sense  which 
apprehends  in  perfection  the  last  subtleties  of  beauty,  and  the  know- 
ledge which  informs  upon  the  vital  force  and  shades  of  meaning  behind 
the  beauty.  I  apprehend  that  the  sense  part  can  only  be  trained  to 
perfection  by  what  in  plain  words  I  shall  call  attention;  and  the 
knowledge  part,  like  any  other  proficiency  in  knowledge,  by  what  I 
shall  caU  culture— attention  for  cultivating  a  taste  for  the  beauty  of 
art ;  culture  for  supplying  knowledge  about  its  meaning.  That  sounds 
as  if  it  need  not  have  taken  so  much  saying ;  but,  indeed,  it  comes  to 
all  I  have  to  say. 

If  there  were  time,  I  should  like  to  compare  the  kind  of  exactness 
in  artistic  judgment  which  I  have  put  before  you  as  my  ideal,  with 
other  kinds  of  exactness,  which  might  be  understood  or  supposed.  For 
instance,  the  expert  judges  exactly,  whose  life  is  given  to  distin- 
guishing between  an  ancient  gem  and  a  beautiful  cinque-^ento  forgery,  or 
between  one  state  of  an  engraving  and  another,  or  between  two  exam- 
ples of  the  same.  Yes,  the  expert's  attainment  is  an  admirable  and 
enviable  one ;  but  unless  he  is  an  expert,  and  something  more,  he  will 
not  have  certainty  of  taste  in  the  high  sense  in  which  I  understand  it ; 
because  his  sense  and  knowledge  of  both  of  them  are  of  things  acces- 
sory rather  than  essential;  such  as  the  mineral  substance  of  a  gem,  the 
water-mark  of  paper  in  a  print,  the  grain  of  canvas  or  kind  of  wood  in 
a  picture ;  and  fiurther,  he  is  by  profession  more  concerned  to  discri- 
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minate  than  to  enjoy.  There  is  the  dranghtsman's  exactness,  whioh 
is  another  matter ;  as  it  gives  him  precise  £[iowledge  of  nature  as  she 
point  by  point  is  in  her  various  appearances,  and  makes  him  fiamiliar 
with  the  handicraft  of  whose  results  he  is  about  to  judge.  If  we  were 
discussing  the  modes  of  exercising  attention,  the  practice  of  draughts- 
manship would  evidently  be  among  the  first  of  them.  But  it  would 
not  be  everything ;  since  the  perfected  sense  we  require  is  precisely 
a  sense  of  those  subtleties  of  line  and  handling,  infinitesimal  to 
measurement,  infinite  in  their  effect  upon  feeling,  which  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  draughtsmanship  but  such  as  first  performed  them ; 

though  not  beyond  the  pursuit  of  the  loving  and  attentive  eye. 

**  *  •  *  m  m  m 

The  first  results  of  a  zealous  and  feeling  practice  of  the  attention — 
especially  if  it  is  carried  on  hand  in  hand  with  a  search  for  the  cognate 
kinds  of  knowledge — will  be  partly  negative.  If  the  admiration  of  the 
learner  has  lighted  on  good  things  at  first,  it  will  grow  for  those  things 
immeasurably  deeper  and  more  fervent  with  his  progress.  But  many 
of  the  things  which  he  has  admired  or  accepted  he  will  give  up.  Not 
to  mention  the  crude  and  measurable  kinds  of  fault  in  the  imitative 
parts  of  art,  attention  will  reveal  to  him,  and  knowledge  of  drcmsi- 
stances  will  confirm,  whole  classes  of  quidities  deserving  his  aversion^ 
He  will  find  that  those  forms  of  art  which  do  not  spring  from  real 
sensibility,  but  only  from  the  demands  of  civilization  that  art  should 
be,  are  hollow  and  offend.  Such  is  the  art  of  most  periods  of  national 
exhaustion  and  decadence.  Such,  unfortunately,  from  quite  other 
reasons,  is  too  much  of  the  ornament,  a  great  deal  of  the  architecture, 
not  a  little  even  of  the  imitative  painting  and  sculpture  of  our  own 
time.  It  is  not  the  result  of  real  or  compulsive  sensibilities  at  all,  but 
of  traditional  demand.  Then  it  becomes  an  effort  and  an  affectation  of 
the  productive  activities,  and  the  properly-prepared  receptive  powers. 

Here,  then,  as  nearly  as  we  can  lay  them  down  for  common 
thought  and  daily  use,  seem  to  me  to  be  the  practical  limits  of  consent 
— that  is,  of  exactness  or  certainty — in  these  matters.  It  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  certainty  is  neither  of  the  logical  nor  scientific 
kind.  It  must  be  admitted  that,  though  Metaphysic  in  her  empyrean 
may  think  out  the  essential  nature  of  the  BeautifiQ  never  so  wisely,  and 
on  her  earth  experience  may  never  so  justly  build  up  canons  of  it,  yet 
error  is  likely  to  come  in  when  it  is  beg^  to  apply  either  kind  of 
principles  to  practical  cases.  The  artistic  judgment  may,  if  it  chooses, 
verify  and  vindicate  itself  by  reference  to  principles  either  of  the  one 
kind  or  the  other ;  but  it  does  not  and  cannot  act  by  the  application 
of  them.  The  artistic  judgment  is  a  judgment  passed  in  esuch  case  on 
its  merits  by  a  vast  and  marvellously  organized  coalition  of  sensibili- 
ties and  powers  within  the  mind.  To  analyze  that  coalition  down  to  its 
first  constituents  is  the  province  of  mental  philosophy ;  to  use,  to  wield 
it,  is  the  prerogative  of  taste.  We  have  spoken  of  the  coalition  roughly 
as  having  for  two  of  its  chief  constituents  a  sense  of  beauty,  or  artistio 
sense,  which  judges  of  the  visible  form  and  immediate  aspect  of  a  work 
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of  art,  or  what  it  is  like  without  inquiring  further ;  and  Becondly,  forms 
of  cnltore,  learning,  or  knowledge,  which  jndge  of  its  spiritual  contents 
and  signification,  or  what  it  farther  means  and  teUs.  Powers  them- 
selves, how  complicated  are  these  I  and  having  to  pass  judgment  on 
matters  that  seem  how  abstruse  I  And  yet  su(£  is  the  nature  of  man 
that  the  two  complex  powers,  by  aptitude  and  exercise,  may  unite  to 
act  with  the  surest  and  most  instantaneous  &cility.  Such  is  the  nature 
of  art  that  the  two  obscures  may  combine  into  what — your  complete 
work  of  art  for  its  complete  spectator — shall  be  one  and  as  clear  as 
day.  The  only  legislation — ^the  only  jurisdiction  is  the  proper  word 
— the  only  jurisdiction  that  can  regulate  artistic  judgments  must  come 
from  those  who  to  the  natural  endowment  which  makes  them  in- 
stinctive judges  of  the  form — the  artistic  sense,  the  sense  of  beauty 
— have  added  the  information,  the  knowledge  and  conversance  in 
▼arious  phases  of  the  human  spirit,  which  enables  them  to  understand 
its  spirituid  contents.  The  two  endowments — the  instinctive  (so  far 
as  it  is  indeed  instinctive)  and  the  acquired — will  tend  to  help  and 
enrich  the  other.  The  knowledge  of  the  meanings  and  spiritual  con- 
tents of  various  works  of  art,  which  are  the  ideas  behind  the  forms, 
will  tend  to  enlarge  and  liberalize  the  natural  sense  of  art's  beauty  and 
perfection,  to  guanL  it  from  prejudice  or  exclusive  partiality,  and  teach 
it  how  unlike  one  beauty  and  one  perfection  may  be  to  another.  The 
sense  of  beauty  will  allure,  with  a  summons  of  ever-growing  potency, 
to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  and  more  knowledge  yet,  till  the  two, 
sense  and  knowledge,  blend  into  each  other  as  each  is  perfected,  and 
the  whole  powers  of  the  complete  spectator  take  in  at  one  wave  of 
delighted  apprehension — one  wave  with  many  currents — the  whole 
work  and  genius  of  the  complete  artist. 

Let  this  be  the  aim  of  all  such  as  seek  for  certainty  in  taste.  Let 
them,  if  they  are  conscious  of  the  feeling  for  beauty,  latent  or  developed, 
within  them,  cultivate  it  sedulously  by  attention,  and  above  all  be 
sure  that  it  shall  be  always  sincere  and  real.  Let  them  inform, 
enlarge,  and  liberalize  this  instinctive  sense  with  knowledge.  The 
first  result  will  be  that  of  which  I  have  spoken — a  consent  in  intoler- 
ance, or  certainty  in  condemning  and  eschewing  what  is  essentially 
bad  art.  Show  such  an  one  what  carries  the  marks  of  apathy  beneath 
the  a£Fectation  of  feeling — ^he  will  none  of  it  Show  him  that  which 
either  on  the  side  of  foim  and  the  outward  parts,  is  of  essentially  lax 
or  incompetent  performance ;  or  else,  on  the  side  of  matter  and  the 
spiritual  parts,  of  essentially  dull  and  cloddish  conception — anathema  I 
Show  him  what,  assuming  to  be  the  work  of  art,  is  only  the  work  of 
mechanism,  however  ingenious  and  finished,  he  will  put  it  away. 

But  within  these  confines,  round  about  which  shall  huddle  and 
gibber  those  banished  spectators  of  the  fiEdse,  the  customary,  and  the 
mechanic  — ^  within  them  there  shall  be  room  for  many  shapes  of 
various  delist.  As  inexorable  as  your  finely-organized  and  freely- 
informed  spectator  shall  be  for  false  art,  so  liberal  shall  he  be  in 
entertaining  every  various  form  of  true.    He  will  think  it  time  that 
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an  end  should  be  brought  to  those  connteiMsnrrents  and  fluctuations  of 
taste,  onset,  and  recoil,  which  have  prevailed  for  so  many  ages.  He 
will  desire  no  invidious  exclusions,  no  oppositions  of  Oreek  and  Grothic, 
Classic  and  Romance.  Nay,  culture  has  already  got  as  far  as  that,  and 
seen  that  there  need  be  nothing  irreconcilable  between  those  who  love 
best  one  or  another  of  those  two  pre-eminent  phases  of  the  world's  art. 
One  man  shall  love  best  the  arts  of  Greece  for  their  high  serenity  and 
repose,  their  exquisite  observance  and  combination  of  those  elements 
of  proportion  and  symmetry,  which,  from  the  simplest  observance  and 
combination  may  rise  into  the  subtlest  of  our  artistic  pleasures, 
their  realization  in  humane  divinity  of  divine  humanity,  ^eir  self- 
centred  strength,  their  clear  completion,  their  rejection  of  all 
elements  that  entangle  and  perplex.  Anotiier  shall  love  best — ^not 
quarrel  with  the  first — ^the  arts  of  medisBval  Europe  and  of  Italy,  for 
tiieir  vexed  aspiration  struggling  up,  through  abasement  and  pei^ 
plexity,  into  peace  still  more  perfect  than  the  antique  peace,  or  into 
a  poignancy  of  rapture  altogether  new;  for  that  quiJity  of  their 
beauty  which  comes  of  both  a  deeper  plunge  and  a  higher  soar  of 
thought  than  antiquity  knew,  carrying  the  impress  of  imagination 
enriched  alike  in  joy  and  pain,  and  of  hope  entangled  with  despair. 
The  lovers  of  these  two,  I  say,  need  no  longer  quarrel  as  they  have 
been  disposed  to  do  within  our  own  memory.  But  there  is  a  danger 
that  either  one  of  them,  fall  (as  who  would  not  &in  be  full  ?)  of  the 
glory  of  what  he  delights  in,  will  have  no  eye  for  lesser  illumina- 
tions. The  enthusiast  of  the  great  Greek  or  the  great  Italian  phase 
of  art  is  apt  to  despise  the  minor  and  derivative  phases,  intermediate 
or  modem.  That  he  ought  not  to  do,  any  more  than  the  enthusiast 
of  Alpine  scenery  ought  to  despise  the  hop-gardens  of  Kent  or  the 
meadows  of  Ouse.  He  is  apt  to  feel  repelled  from  all  alien  or  what 
he  thinks  barbaric  phases  of  art,  although  in  one  of  the  primitive  and 
strangest  elements  of  pleasure— of  colour — ^these  phases  are  generally 
the  foremost.  For  example,  there  is  an  alien— or  call  it  a  barbaric — 
phase  of  art  which,  in  its  way,  many  of  us  think  a  match  for  the 
Greek — I  speak  of  the  Japanese.  A  match  for  the  Greek  in  types 
and  representations  of  humanity? — no,  indeed.  In  loftiness  and 
serenity  of  the  imagination,  no ;  for  the  Japanese  has  an  imagination 
more  grotesquely  intense  and  bedevilled  tiian  any  Goth ;  but  in  the 
decorative  parts,  and  not  only  of  colour,  but  of  the  design,  that  and 
the  parts  that  deal  with  plants  and  animals — yes.  Look  at  the  yelping 
and  the  pecking  eagle  side  by  side  on  the  coins  of  Agrigentum,  and 
then  at  any  Japanese  representation  of  eagles,  and  you  will  see  that 
the  two  artists  are  akin.  And  so  the  more  phases  of  such  art  yon 
love,  the  better  and  more  intelligently  you  are  likely  to  love  each 
of  them.  According  to  the  spiritual  antecedeqts  and  complexion  of 
each  spectator,  his  preferences  will  cling  about  one  or  anollLer  of  the 
multifarious  sorts  of  visible  things,  which  the  lands  and  ages  that 
contained  them  for  their  pleasure  have  bequeathed  to  us.  Let  be,  so 
long  as  each  chooses  some  genuine  end,  and  is  not  taken  in  with  a 
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▼ulguity  or  a  deception.  One  man  in  the  modem  world  may  have 
his  fiice  set  to  the  past,  and  care  for  no  art  that  does  not  represent  it. 
Another  may  Uye  only  in  his  own  time,  and  oare  for  none  representing 
anything  hut  that.  According  as  the  ethical  susceptibilities  in  one 
spectator  are  pare  and  tender,  he  will  turn  away  from  art  that  repre* 
sents  anything  sallied  or  rude.  According  as  another  has  those  sus- 
ceptibilities indifferent  or  refined  away,  or  reseryed  for  exercise  in 
life  only,  he  will  not  care  what  it  is  that  art  represents,  so  long 
as  it  represents  that  thing  well  and  with  a  spirit.  One  imagination 
shall  be  all  for  the  pathetic  or  squalid  mysteries  of  Bembrandt; 
another,  all  for  the  friToloos  sparkle  of  Wattean;  another,  all  for  the 
playful,  thonghtftil  innocence  and  beloved  grace  of  Beynolds.  But 
none  of  these  shall  quarrel  with  the  other,  nor  true  cnltore  with  any 
of  them.  True  culture  shall  rejoice,  ratiier,  that  each  has  in  his 
hand  the  key  that  fits  it  best,  into  an  avenue,  like  none  other  for 
directness  and  delight,  of  communion  with  whatever  the  spirit  of  man 
in  other  ages  and  in  our  own  has  conceived  with  the  most  of  joyfiil- 
ness  and  freed<Mn  for  performance  with  the  most  of  love  and  skill. 


GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  June  2, 1878. 

Sib  Hsnbt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.O.L.  F.B.S.  President, 
in  the  Ohair. 

Miss  Busk, 

V.  Carey-Elwes,  Esq. 

Charles  W.  Boberts,  Esq. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Southwell  Buasell, 

Col.  William  Henry  Seymour,  C.B. 

James  Taylor  Smith,  Esq. 

John  Berger  Spence,  Esq.  F.G.S. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Listitution. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  adopted  at  the  preceding 
Meeting,  the  following  letter  from  Ladt  Milliobnt  Bbnob  Jovss  to 
the  Secretary  was  read : — 

**  84,  Bbook  Btrbst, 
«-r.  lut      a  "ifay7,  1873.  . 

<'Dbab  Mb.  Spottibwoom,  ' 

''You  have  given  his  children  and  myself  the  greatest 

consolation  that  it  is  possible  for  one  human  being  to  impart  to  another 

in  a  sorrow  such  as  ours ;  and  next  to  the  highest  of  all  comfort  is  that 

of  knowing  that  others  are  sorrowing  with  us,  and  bearing  testimony 
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to  the  ezceUence  of  the  great  and  noble  spirit  that  has  left  the  world 
the  poorer  by  his  loss — a  loss  we  mnst  realize  each  day  more  fully. 

'*  We  are  all  most  anxious  to  express  our  deep  sense  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  my  husband's  memory,  and  the  great  kindness  shown 
to  those  he  has  left,  by  the  kind  and  most  welcome  message  of  sympathy 
which  yon  have  conveyed  to  us  from  the  Managers  and  Members  of 
the  Hoyal  Institution,  and  I  must  trust  to  you,  in  grateful  return  for 
the  kindness,  to  express  for  us  as  you  judge  b^t  the  sincere  thanks  of 
the  wife  and  children  of  him  who  has  for  so  many  years  taken  the 
deepest  interest  in  all  connected  with  the  Royal  Institution. 

"  It  is  a  great  support  to  me  to  meet  with  so  much  sympathy  from 
those  who  were  best  able  to  appreciate  his  greatness,  and  all  in  him 
that  makes  his  loss  so  deeply  felt;  and  w^t  you  say  of  him  comes 
home  to  my  feelings  in  a  way  that  words  can  poorly  express. 

''I  can  only  thank  you  again  for  the  comfort  your  letter  has 
given  me,  and  also  for  your  kind  wish  to  be  of  use  to  me,  for  which 
I  feel  grateful  to  you. 

'^  Ever  gratefully  yours, 

"M.  Benoe  Jonks.** 

The  special  thanks  of  the  Members  were  returned  to  Sib  Hbkbt 
HoLLAino,  Bart,  the  President,  for  his  Fifteenth  Annuid  Donation  of 
Forty  Founds. 

The  Fbbsxnts  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  Sie  same,  viz. : — 

Fbou 
Aetuariet,  JngtUtde  o/— Joiunal,  Ka  91.    8vo.    1873. 

Agtrofumical  Society,  JSoyoI— Monthly  Kotioes,  Vol.  XXXm.   No.  6.    Svo.  1873. 
Bertier,  Dr.  F.  (the  AutJutry-Dea  Eaux  MiD^rales  de  la  Savoie.    (L  16)    Svo. 

1873. 
BritiMh  Architeds,  Boyal  Institute  o/— Seasional  Papers,  1872-3,  Ko.  11.    4to. 
Briiith  Mtueum  Tmdeea — Catalogue  of  Hemiptera  Heteroptera,  Part  7.      8va 
1878. 

Catalogue  of  Syriao  MS8.  Part  3.    4to.    1872. 

Handbook  of  Shield  Beptiles.    8vo.    1873. 
Chemical  8ocietu—JouiDa\  for  May,  1873.    8vo. 
Editon—Amencaji  Journal  of  Science  for  May,  4873.    8vo. 

Athennum  for  May,  1873.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  May,  1873.    4to. 

Engineer  for  May,  1878. 

Fo^  Journal  for  May,  1873.    4to. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  May,  1873.    Folio. 

Journal  of  Gas-Lighting  for  May,  1873.    4to. 

Nature  for  May,  1873.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  May,  1873.    8to. 

Once  a  Week  for  May,  1878.    8vo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  May,  1873.    8vo. 

Telegraph  Journal,  No.  7.    8vo.    1873. 
Etta.  Pro/ettor  (ftie  Juttor)— Lectures  on  Dramatic  Music.    (M  9)     4to.    1872. 
EOiot,  Jvhn  Lettamn,  Em,  lf.JR.J.— The  Life  of  Lloyd,  first  Lord  Kenyon,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  England.    By  the  Hon.  Geo.  T.  Kenyon.    Svo.    1873. 
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AtmJUm  JiMt^foto-Jonnial,  No.  568.    8yo.    1878. 
Oeciogieai  iSoeieey— Quarterly  Journal,  Na  114.    8yo.    1873. 
1/toarpool  Literary  and  PhUowphical  j8ooM<{f->Prooeedmg8y  No.  26. 

Inte,.  Vols.  1-25.    8vo.    1871-2. 
MebdortiogioaL  iSt>ctefy— Quarterly  Journal,  No.  6.    8yo.    1873. 
Fkotoqraohie  Society—Journal,  Nob.  240,  241.    8vo.    1872. 
FreumMOie  Akadende  der  TriM0fwefta/%anr--BionatBberiohte,  Jan.  1873.    8yo. 
Boma^  BeaU  Aeeadema  dei  Xtneei—Atti,  Tomo  XXY.  SesB.  7.    fol.    1873. 
Boteoej  Profenor  H.  R,  F.B£.  Ae.  (the  ilii^Aor>--Speotrum  AnalysiB.  Srd  Edition. 

8va    1873. 
Soyal  Society  of  TaMnania— Monthly  Notices  of  Pzoceedings.    1871.    8yo. 

Kesults  of  Meteorological  ObserYstions  for  Hobart  Town.    4to.    1872. 
Boyal  Univenity  of  Norway — ^Various  Memoirs.    4to.    1872-3. 

Norske  Meteorologiak  Aarbog.    1871.    4to. 

G.  O.  Sars :  On  Animal  Life  from  the  Great  Deeps  off  Norway.    4to.    1872. 

&  A.  Sexe :  On  the  Bise  of  Land  in  ScandinaYia.    (M  9)    4to.    1872. 
8&aman,  Ezra  C.  Esq,  (the  AuUior}—\iewa  of  Nature.    12mo.     1873. 
flferf»j<*caZ  iSocie^r-Joumal,  Vol.  XXXVI.  Part  1.    8yo.     1873. 
SymoHB,  Q.  J,  E$q.  {the  Author}— Bymoju^  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 

May,  1873.    8Ya 
United  Service  IneUtutionj  fiof^ol— Journal,  No.  71.    8yo.    1873. 
WUd,  B,  (the  I>trector)— Annalen  des  Physitoiliflchen  Gentral-ObserYatoriums. 

1871.    4to.    St.  Petersburg.    1873. 
Torktkire  PhUogophical  iSbcM^y— Oommunications,  1872.    8yo.    1873. 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  June  6,  1878. 

Sib  Hbnrt  Holland,  Bart.  M.D.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  Premdent, 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbofbssob  Odlino,  M.A.  F.E.S. 

On  Evaporation  and  Diffusion, 

Of  the  circmnstanoes  on  which  the  rate  of  evaporation  of  the « same 
Tolatile  snbBtance  chiefly  depends,  one  very  influential  circumstance, 
nftmely,  the  nature  of  the  atmosphere  into  which  the  yapour  proceeds 
and  distributes  itself^  does  not  appear  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
careful  examination.  There  is,  howeyer,  one  familiar  experiment  oh 
the  subject;  and  it  consists  in  passing  up  a  little  ether  into  two 
equal  volumes,  one  of  hydrogen  and  the  other  of  air,  contained  in 
similar  cylinders  standing  over  water.  Evaporation  of  the  ether  takes 
place  in  both  cases ;  though  far  more  rapidly  into  the  hydrogen  than 
into  the  air,  as  shown  by  the  fax  more  rapid  expansion  of  the  hydro- 
genous than  of  the  aerial  space,  from  the  addition  to  it  of  the  ether- 
vapour.  This  experiment  is  usually  cited  in  illustration  of  the  greater 
rapidity  at  which  ether-vapour  difiuses  itself  into  an  atmosphere  of 
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light  hydrogen  than  into  an  atmoephere  of  oomparatiTelj  hea^y  air* 
It  is  doubtfnl,  howoYor,  whether  the  explanation  in  this  precise  form 
is  strictly  correct,  the  difEhsive  mobility  of  any  gas  or  vapour  being 
a  property  altogei^er  special  to  itself,  irrespectiYe  of  extraneous  con- 
ditions. Thus,  in  a  particular  experiment,  Mr.  Graham  found  that  while 
the  quantity  of  hydrogen  which  in  one  minute  of  time  passed  through  a 
graphite  plate  into  a  yacuum  was  1  *  289  c.  c,  the  quantity  of  hydrogen 
which  in  the  same  time  passed  through  the  same  graphite  plate  into 
the  surrounding  air  was  1 '  243  c.  c,  or  almost  exactly  the  same. 

A  novel  experiment  on  the  influence  due  to  the  nature  of  the  con- 
tiguous atmosphere  upon  the  rapidity  of  the  process  of  evaporation, 
consists  in  introducing  into  each  of  two  similar  tall  cylinder  bottles  a 
sealed  glass  bulb  containing  a  little  iodine.  The  one  cylinder  being 
filled  with  hydrogen,  and  &e  other  with  air,  and  each  having  sus- 
pended from  its  mouth  a  piece  of  starched  paper  or  doth,  the  bulbs 
are  then  broken  by  concussion  of  the  contuning  cylinders.  But,  in 
this  case,  the  test  paper  or  doth  suspended  in  the  cylinder  of  air 
becomes  affected  by  the  iodine  considerably  b^ore  that  suspended  in 
the  cylinder  of  hydrogen  ;  or,  contrary  to  what  happens  with  ether, 
the  iodine  appears  to  vohitilize  more  quickly  in  &e  comparatively 
heavy  air  than  in  the  much  lighter  hydrogen.  Similarly,  if  some 
weak  aqueous  ammonia  contained  in  a  seded  glass  bulb  be  set  free  in 
a  tall  bottle  of  hydrogen,  and  also  in  a  tall  bottle  of  air,  a  piece  of 
turmeric  paper  suspended  from  the  stopper  of  each  bottle  becomes 
affected  by  the  ammonia  vapour  more  quickly  in  the  bottle  of  air  than 
in  the  bottle  of  hydrogen. 

Water  may  be  taken  as  the  type  of  a  volatile  substance,  and  the 
nature  of  the  process  of  evaporation  be  conveniently  studied  in  rela- 
tion thereto.  Now,  in  a  hermetically-dosed  vessd  exhausted  of  air, 
but  partly  filled  with  water,  the  matter  of  the  water  exists  in  two 
states — a  portion  of  it  in  the  liquid  state,  and  another  portion  in  the 
aerial,  or  vaporous,  or  evaporated  state;  and,  with  excess  of  liquid 
wat^r  present,  the  quantity  of  vaporous  water  that  can  exist  in  an 
otherwise  vacuous  space,  or  the  density  of  the  vapour  filling  the 
space,  is  found  to  vary  solely  with  the  temperature.  Thus  100  cubic 
inches  of  space  will  contain  at  58^  0.,  3  grains  of  vaporous  water ;  at 
100"^  0.,  15  grains;  at  144=^  C,  58  grains, and  so  on ;  or  the  densities  of 
the  vapour  of  water  at  these  different  temperatures  are  as  the  numbers, 
8, 15,  and  58,  respectively.  Now,  the  quantity  of  water^vapour  that  can 
exist  at  any  particular  temperature  in  a  volume  of  otherwise  vacuous 
space,  is  almost  identical — it  used  to  be  considered  absolutdy  identical, 
— with  the  quantity  of  vapour  that  can  exist  in  the  same  volume  of  space 
already  occupied  by  air.  In  other  words,  a  cubic  inch  of  water-vapour, 
and  a  cubic  inch  of  air  saturated  with  water-vapour,  contain  the  same 
weight  of  the  matter  of  water.  Hence  it  is  found  that  with  con- 
tinuous increase  of  temperature,  a  greater  and  greater  quantity  of 
liquid  water  ceases  to  be  liquid  and  becomes  vaporous,  or  is,  in 
other  words,  evaporated  into  the  adjoining  space,  whether  vacuous  or 
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aerial ;  ftnd  ooiiTeiaely  with  deoieaae  of  temperature,  a  greater  and 
greater  quantity  of  yaporonB  neater  oeases  to  be  vaporouB,  and  is 
depoBited  in  the  liquid  state.  ThnB,  upon  cooling  a  globe  of  trans- 
parent warm  moist  air,  it  is  at  once  filled  with  an  opaque  mist,  which, 
left  to  itself,  soon  becomes  deposited  in  the  form  of  drops ;  but  which 
maj  be  readily  made  to  disappear  or  re-vaporize  by  gently  heating 
the  globe.  The  deposition  of  dew  on  cold  suj^ftoes  brought  into  a  warm 
moist  room  is  &miliar  to  alL 

The  tension  or  spring  of  water-vapour  varies  with  the  quantity  of 
vapour  filling  the  space — that  is,  with  the  density  of  the  vapour,  and 
consequently  with  its  temperature.  Thus  the  tension  is  equal  at 
15^  G.,  to  a  pressure  of  18  millimetres  of  mercury ;  at  60^  C,  to  a  pres- 
sure of  149  millimetres ;  at  100°  C,  to  a  pressure  of  760  millimetres ; 
at  144*^  0.,  to  j8k  pressure  of  8040  millimetres.  At  the  temperature  of 
100°  C,  the  tension  of  the  vapour  of  water  being  equal  to  a  pressure 
of  760  millimetres  of  mercury,  balances  the  tension  or  pressure  of 
the  atmosphere,  as  meaisured  by  the  height  of  the  barometric  column. 
Hence  on  continuing  to  heat  water  already  at  the  temperature  of  100% 
it  boils,  or  is  converted  into  vapour,  having  a  tension  equal  to  that  of 
the  atmosphere.  And  so  with  a  less  or  greater  external  pressure, 
water  boils  at  a  lower  or  higher  temperature — ^in  each  case  at  the 
particular  temperature  whereat  the  elastic  force  of  the  water-vapour 
balances  the  particular  external  pressure.  Under  a  pressure  of  149 
millimetres,  for  instance,  water  boils  at  60°  C. ;  under  a  pressure  of 
8040  millimetres,  it  boils  at  144°  0.  The  occurrence,  then,  of  ebulli- 
tion at  some  particular  point  of  temperature  may  be  viewed  as  a  mere 
accident  of  the  process  of  evaporation — a  more  and  more  rapid  evapo- 
ration, with  production  of  vapour  of  higher  and  higher  density  and 
elasticity,  proceeding  continuously  with  the  continuous  increase  of 
temperature,  although,  indeed,  at  a  fietr  more  rapid  rate  than  the  rate 
of  increase  of  temperature. 

In  the  conversion  of  liquid  water  into  water-vapour,  heat  is 
absorbed.  It  was  at  one  time  considered  that  the  quantity  of  heat 
absorbed  was  independent  of  the  temperature  and  correlative  tension 
of  the  vapour  yielded,  and  that  it  varied  only  with  the  quantity  yielded. 
It  was  held,  for  example,  that  in  the  conversion,  say,  of  a  gramme  of 
liquid  water  into  a  gramme  of  water-vapour — whether  of  tenuous 
vapour  at  a  low  temperature,  or  of  dense  vapour  at  a  high  tempe- 
rature— the  same  quantity  of  heat  was  absorbed.  This  rule,  though 
now  known  to  be  only  approximatively  true,  is  nevertheless  sufficiently 
true  to  allow  of  the  amount  of  cold,  or  absorption  of  heat,  resulting 
from  any  evaporation,  being  taken  as  an  indication  or  measure  of  the 
amount  of  that  evaporation.  The  depression  of  temperature  caused 
by  the  evaporation  of  water,  is  familiarly  shown  in  the  use  of  the  wet- 
bulb  hygrometer.  This  instrument  consisting  simply  of  a  couple  of 
thermometers,  one  of  which  has  its  bulb  kept  continuously  moist,  the 
difference  in  way  of  deficit  between  the  temperature  manifested  by 
this  wet-bulb  thermometer  and  the  temperature  manifested  by  the 
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otber  thermometer,  is  a  measnre  of  the  amount  of  water  evaporating 
from  the  surface  of  the  moistened  bulb. 

What  is  true  of  liquid  water  and  of  water-vapour  is  true,  in  prin- 
ciple, of  other  volatile  liquids  and  of  their  several  vapours.  At  any 
given  temperature  some  of  these  bodies  volatilize  mudi  more  rapidly, 
others  of  them  much  less  rapidly,  than  one  another,  and  than  water ; 
and  in  the  process  of  their  evaporation  some  of  them  absorb  a  much 
greater  amount  of  heat  than  others,  though  for  the  same  weight  of 
vapour  formed  no  one  of  them  is  known  to  absorb  so  large  an  amount 
of  heat  as  water.  Bisulphide  of  carbon,  ether,  and  alcohol,  are  feuni- 
liar  examples  of  bodies  more  volatile  than  water ;  aniline,  mercury, 
and  molten  silver,  of  bodies  less  volatile.  It  is  well  known  that  water 
when  required  pure  is  distilled — that  is  to  say,  it  is  first  vaporized  by 
heat  and  then  re-liquefied  by  cold ;  and  silver  when  required  absolutely 
pure  is  sometimes  submitted  to  the  same  process  of  distillation. 
Evaporation  is,  moreover,  a  property  not  only  of  liquid,  but  also  of 
solid  bodies,  as  of  sal-ammoniac,  iodine,  camphor,  ice  and  snow,  solid 
carbonic  acid,  &c.  Many  of  the  phenomena  of  evaporation  can  be 
illustrated  more  conveniently  with  other  volatile  substances  than  with 
water.  Thus  the  cooling  produced  by  evaporation  may  be  strikingly 
illustrated  by  means  of  ether,  and  still  more  strikingly  by  means  of 
some  liquefied  gas,  as  liquefied  sulphurous  or  nitrous  oxide. 

The  necessary  influence  of  some  conditions  on  the  rate  of  evapora- 
tion is  obvious.  Evaporation  being  a  direct  result  of  the  absorption 
of  heat,  and  the  higher  the  temperature  the  greater  the  quantity  of 
vapour  capable  of  existing  in  a  given  space,  it  is  found  that  at  higher 
and  higher  temperatures  water  evaporates  or  dries  up  more  and  more 
rapidly,  in  proportion  approximatively  to  the  increasing  density  of  the 
vapour  at  higher  and  higher  temperatures.  Wet  linen,  for  example, 
is  habitually  dried  by  b^ng  hung  before  the  fire  or  placed  in  heated 
chambers  or  ovens. 

Similarly  with  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  extent  of  liquid 
surface  on  the  rate  of  evaporation,  it  is  found  that  the  evaporation 
of  a  given  weight  of  liquid  water  takes  place  moi*e  rapidly  when  the 
water  is  spread  out  in  a  wide  dish  than  when  it  is  contained  in  a 
narrow  tube,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  extent  of  surfeice  from 
which  the  evaporation  can  take  place  in  the  one  case  than  in  the 
other.  Thus,  while  half  a  pint  of  water  in  a  tumbler  will  remain  for 
an  almost  indefinite  time  without  becoming  dried  up,  half  a  pint  of 
water  absorbed  in  a  thick  towel  exposing  on  its  two  sides  more  than  a 
dozen  square  feet  of  surface,  will  become  dried  up  in  the  course  of 
twenty-four  hours. 

Again,  the  influence  exerted  by  the  greater  or  less  dryness^of  the 
adjacent  space,  whether  or  not  aerial,  upon  the  evaporation  of  water  is 
obvious.  Into  a  space  already  saturated  with  vapour  no  further 
evaporation  whatever  can  take  place;  and  other  conditions  being 
alike,  the  drier  the  space  the  greater  the  amount  of  evaporation  that 
can  take  place  with  it,  and  the  more  rapid  the  process  of  evaporation. 
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In  the  laboratory,  moist  sabstanoes  are  made  dry  by  allowing  the 
water  from  them  to  eyaporate  into  spaces  kept  artificially  d^  by 
means  of  desiccating  agents,  such  as  oil  of  yitriol,  qnicklime,  chloride 
of  calcimn,  (fee.,  which  absorb  the  water-yaponr  from  the  space  as 
fiist  as  it  is  produced  therein.  Moreover,  evaporation  proceeding 
into  any  space,  vacuous  or  aerial,  until  the  space  is  saturated  with 
water-vapour,  and  more  rapidly  in  proportion  to  the  removal  from 
saturation  of  the  space,  it  is  obvious  that,  other  conditions  being 
equal,  evaporation  proceeds  more  rapidly  into  a  large  space  re- 
quiring for  its  saturation  a  considerable  weight  of  water-vapour 
than  into  a  small  space  capable  of  being  saturated  by  a  minute 
quantity  of  the  vapour. 

The  influence  of  the  extent  of  aerial  space  into  which  a  vapour 
can  distribute  itself  upon  the  rate  of  formation  of  the  vapour,  leads 
to  a  consideration  of  the  effect  of  the  movement  of  the  contiguous 
air  upon  the  rate  of  evaporation  from  a  given  surface.  With  an 
absolutely  quiescent  atmosphere,  the  layer  of  atmosphere  in  imme- 
diate contact  with  the  surface  of  evaporating  liquid  must  become 
quickly  saturated  with  vapour ;  and  but  for  some  spontaneous  means 
of  removal  of  the  vapour  itself,  or  of  the  air  saturated  with  it,  from 
the  surface  of  the  liquid,  all  further  evaporation  would  be  arrested. 
The  nature  of  these  spontaneous  means  of  removal  will  be  considered 
presently ;  but  the  influence  of  the  artificial  removal  of  the  more  or 
less  saturated  air  from  the  surface  of  the  evaporating  liquid  can  be 
easily  manifested.  Thus  on  allowing  a  strong  current  of  air  to  play 
upon  a  surface  of  ether  contained  in  a  thin  glass  vessel  standing  on  a 
stratum  of  water,  the  stratum  of  water  becomes  quickly  frozen  by 
reason  of  the  heat  abstracted  from  it,  in  the  rapid  production  of  ether- 
vapour  which  takes  place  in  the  current  of  air.  For  whereas  with 
the  ether  in  the  vessel  left  to  itself,  the  interior  of  the  vessel  soon 
becomes  saturated  with  ether-vapour,  and  further  evaporation  with 
correlative  cooling  effect  is  almost  arrested ;  with  a  current  of  air 
blown  on  to  the  si^ace  of  the  ether,  the  liquid  ether  is  in  continuous 
contact  with  a  fresh  unsaturated  atmosphere,  into  which  it  continues 
to  evaporate  with  rapidity. 

In  connection  with  the  above  influences,  it  is  observable  that 
the  evaporation  of  water  from  growing  plants  is  favoured  by  the 
three  conditions  of  extent  of  leaf  surface,  movement  of  the  more  or  less 
dry  atmosphere,  and  heat  of  the  summer  sun.  An  early  and  very 
striking  experiment  on  the  extent  of  this  evaporation  was  made  by  Dr. 
Stephen  T^alea  in  1724,  and  is  recorded  in  his  'Vegetable  Statics.' 
He  found  that  with  a  healthy  full-grown  sunflower  more  than  a  yard 
high,  planted  when  young  in  a  suitable  pot,  the  evaporation  from  the 
plant  itself  amounted  on  the  average  to  20  ounces  in  a  twelve  hours' 
day,  the  maximum  quantity  being  30  ounces.  Some  very  interesting 
and  exact  modem  experiments  on  this  subject  were  conducted  in  1850 
by  Mr.  Lawes  at  Bd^mstead.  As  an  example  of  the  results  obtained, 
he  found  that  a  plant  of  barley,  during  a  period  of  172  days'  growth. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


160  Profe98or  OdUng  [Jniie  6, 

in  which  it  aoqnired  419  grains  of  dry  organic,  and  46  grains  of  dry 
mineral  matter,  evaporated  not  less  than  120,000  grains^  or  upwards  of 
17  lbs.  of  water;  so  that  for  erery  grain  of  dry  matter,  organio  and 
mineral,  fixed  by  the  plant  dnring  its  period  of  growth,  267  grains  of 
water  were  absorbed  and  evaporated. 

A  most  important  condition  affecting  the  rate  of  evaporation  is  the 
presstire  on  the  surface  of  the  volatile  substance.  Into  a  vacuum 
indeed,  where  there  is  no  pressure,  evaporation  is  practically  inatan- 
taneous.  Thus  on  letting  up  a  little  water,  alcohol,  or  ether  into  tlie 
vacuum  of  a  barometer,  the  mercury  is  at  once  depressed  to  the  maxi- 
mum extent  producible  by  the  tension  of  the  particular  vapour  at  the 
particular  temperature.  Again,  on  breaking  a  sealed  bulb  of  iodine, 
within  and  at  the  lower  end  of  a  long  seided  vacuous  tube,  a  piece  of 
starch-paper  at  the  upper  end  of  the  tube  is  almost  immediat^j 
affected  by  the  iodine  vapour.  Farther,  the  cooling  consequent  <m 
the  rapid  evaporation  of  ether,  ammoiiia,  &c.,  into  «  vacuum,  is  taken 
advantage  of  in  the  construction  of  several  well-known  freezing  mi^ 
chines.  Again,  in  Leslie's  celebrated  experiment,  the  evaporation  even 
of  water  into  a  vacuous  space,  from  which  the  water-vapour  is  removed 
by  some  desiccant  as  fast  as  produced,  takes  place  witii  such  rapidity 
and  correlative  absorption  of  heat,  as  to  effect  the  freezing  of  the 
residual  water  from  which  the  evaporation  is  proceeding.  The  same 
result  is  effected  in  Wollaston's  cryophorus,  tilie  water^vapour  in  this 
ease  not  being  absorbed  by  oil  of  vitriol  or  other  desiccant,  but  being 
simply  condenised  by  cold  applied  to  the  other  and  distant  bulb  of  the 
twice  bent  vacuous  tube.  Moreover,  it  was  long  ago  shown  by  Daai^ 
that  evaporation  of  water  into  the  same  dry  atmosphere  takes  place  at  a 
rate  inversely  proportioned  to  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.  Thus 
in  a  particular  set  of  experiments,  the  pressures  of  &e  air  being 
80*4,  15*2,  and  7*6  inches  of  mercury,  tiie  quantities  of  water  eva- 
porated in  half  an  hour  were  found  to  be  1*24,  2*97,  and  5*68  grains 
respectively. 

That  the  nature  of  the  atmosphere  into  which  a  vapour  can  dis- 
tribute itself  has  an  important  influence  on  the  rate  of  formation  of 
the  vapour  may  be  manifested  by  several  experiments,  in  addition  to 
those  shown  at  the  beginning  of  the  lecture.  Thus  with  a  couple  of 
thin  glasses  standing  on  a  stratum  of  water,  and  containing  each  soma 
rectified  wood-spirit,  if  the  one  portion  of  spirit  be  blown  upon  by  a 
strong  current  of  hydrogen,  and  the  other  portion  by  a  strong  current 
of  air,  the  stratum  of  water  underlying  the  glass  of  spirit  blown  upon 
by  the  hydrogen,  will  alone  become  frozen,  by  reason  of  the  excessive 
vaporization  of,  and  heat-absorption  by,  the  spirit  in  contact  with  the 
atmosphere  of  hydrogen.  Again,  a  series  of  experiments  has  recently- 
been  made  by  the  speaker  on  the  relative  rates  of  evaporation  of  water 
into  limited  atmospheres  of  hydrogen,  air,  and  carbonic  acid  respec- 
tively, alike  kept  dry  by  contact  with  a  large  surfietce  of  oil  of  vitriol. 
In  these  experiments,  the  evaporation  was  found  to  take  place  most 
rapidly  in  hy^gen,  and  least  rapidly  in  carbonic  acid ;  and  as  a  mean 
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of  Beven  tolerably  concordant  resnlts,  the  ratio  of  liie  rate  of  evapo- 
ration in  hydrogen  to  the  rate  of  evaporation  in  air,  under  the  particidar 
conditions  of  the  experiment,  was  found  to  be  as  2*68  :  1.  ^ 

The  influence  of  the  particular  contiguous  atmosphere  on  the  rate 
of  evaporation  of  any  particular  liquid  may  be,  and  probably  is,  of  a 
very  complex  nature.  There  are,  however,  two  easily  intelligible 
ways  in  which  the  particular  atmosphere  may  act  by  virtue  of  its 
specific  gravity.  Thus  a  lighter  or  heavier  gas  or  vapour  ascends  or 
descends  bodily  through  another  at  a  rate  proportionate  to  the  differ- 
ence in  tiieir  specific  gravities,  a  very  sli^t  difference  sufficing  to 
bring  about  an  upward  or  downward  current  of  considerable  activity. 
This  upward  or  downward  movement  is  well  shown  by  introducing 
first  hoivy  ether-vapour,  and  then  light  coal-gas,  through  a  lateral 
opening  made  at  about  the  middle  of  the  length  of  a  tall  somewhat 
wide  perpendicular  glass  tube,  open  at  both  ends ;  when  it  will  be 
found  that  the  ether-vapour,  descending  by  reason  of  its  heaviness, 
can  only  be  inflamed  at  the  bottom  of  the  tube,  while  the  coal-gas, 
ascending  by  reason  of  its  lightness,  can  only  be  inflamed  at  the 
top.  Now,  the  specific  gravities  of  hydrogen,  aqueous  vapour,  and 
air  at  the  same  temperature,  being  to  one  another  as  the  numbers  1, 
9,  and  14*5  respectively,  it  is  obvious  that  whereas  hydrogen  satu- 
rated with  water-vapour  is  heavier  than  dry  hydrogen,  air  saturated 
with  water-vapour  is  lighter  than  dry  air.  Accordingly,  with  a  sur- 
face of  water  exposed  to  an  atmosphere  of  originally  dry  hydrogen, 
the  hydrogen  in  actual  contact  with  the  water  will  not,  by  becoming 
moist,  acquire  a  tendency  to  rise  up  through  the  dry  hydrogen,  and  so 
be  removed  from  the.sui^ace  of  the  liquid ;  whereas,  with  a  siuface  of 
water  exposed  to  an  atmosphere  of  originally  dry  air,  the  air  in  actual 
c6ntact  with  the  water  will,  by  becoming  moist,  acquire  a  tendency  to 
rise  up  through  the  dry  air,  and  so  become  removed  from  the  suiface 
of  the  liquid.  And  having  regard  to  this  influence  alone,  water  when 
occupying  an  inferior  position,  should  evaporate  more  rapidly  into  air 
than  into  hydrogen.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  any  given  volume 
of  moist  air  or  gas  is  the  sum  of  the  volume  of  its  constituent  water- 
vapour,  and  of  the  volume  of  its  constituent  dry  air  or  gas ;  and  that 
the  tension  of  the  moist  air  or  gas  is  the  sum  of  the  tension  of  its 
constituent  water-vapour,  and  of  the  tension  of  its  constituent  dry  air 
or  gas,  actually  or  virtually  expanded  by  the  addition  to  it  of  a  certain 
volume  of  water-vapour.  So  that  with  water  boiling  in  a  deep  open 
vessel,  there  may  exist  in  close  proximity  to  each  other,  almost  pure 
water-vapour,  different  mixtures  of  water-vapour  and  air,  and  com- 
paratively diy  air,  all  having  alike  a  tension  of  760  millimetres  of 
mercury. 

But  independentiy  of  their  bodily  movements  in  the  form  of  cur- 
rents, gases  and  vapours  distribute  themselves  among  one  another  by 
a  proper  moleoulur  movement  of  diffusion — the  relative  diffusive 
mobilities  of  different  gases  or  vapours  being  inversely  as  the  square 
roots  of  their  several  specific  gravities.     Accordingly,  with  equal 
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Burfaoes  of  water  exposed  respectiyely  to  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen 
and  to  an  atmosphere  of  air,  the  vaponr  produced  from  the  snr&ce  of 
the  water  is  interpenetrated  and  distributed  through  the  oontignous 
space  with  greater  rapidity  by  the  highly-di£fusive  hydrogen  than  by 
the  feebly-diffusiye  air,  in  proportion  to  their  rebttiye  difiusion-yelo- 
oities,  8  *  8  and  1  *  0  respectiyely.  And  it  is,  doubtless,  to  the  more 
rapid  diffusion  of  hydrogen  than  of  air  into  the  yapour  as  formed,  and 
the  consequent  more  rapid  supply  to  the  liquid  of  an  unsaturated 
atmosphere  into  which  it  can  eyaporate,  that  the  more  rapid  eyapo- 
ration  of  water,  ether,  and  wood-spirit  into  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen 
than  into  an  atmosphere  of  air,  as  in  the  ezpenments,  for  instance, 
already  shown  and  described,  is  substantially  due. 

[W.  O.] 


GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  July  7, 1878. 

Sib  Henbt  Hollaud,  Bart  MJ).  D.O.L.  FJI.S.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Colonel  Charles  K  Bushe, 

Matthew  Greene,  Esq. 

Walter  Baleigh  Treyelyan,  Esq, 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Listitution. 

The  Secretary  haying  reported  that  Db.  Odung  had  resigned  the 
Fullerian  Professorship  of  Chemistry  on  July  8rd, 

EssoLysD,  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  Meeting  be  giyen  to 
Db.  Odung  for  his  efficient  seryices  as  a  Professor  of  the  Institution, 
and  that  the  Meeting  regret  on  behalf  of  the  Institution  the  loss 
of  his  future  seryices. 

The  Pbbsbnts  receiyed  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  yiz. : — 

Fbom 

Meodk,  Cd  M.RJ.  (the  Author}— The  Belative  Power  of  Nations.    8m    1873. 
Ameriean  Academy  of  ArU  and  Soienoee—'ilLem.ohn  of  Count  Bnmfozd.     By  G  S. 

Ellis.    8vo.    1871. 
American  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  J^tTodetoAio— Proceedings,  1872.    8  vo. 
Ameriean  PhiloBophieal  Society— ProceediagB,  Na  89.    8vo.    1873. 
Asiatic Sodely  of  BengaJr-^oxnmsX,  Part  1,  1872,  Noe.  2,  8;  1872,  Ptot  2,  Ka  4 

8vo. 
Prooeedincs,  1872,  Na  10;  1873,  No.  1. 
Agronomical  Soeiei^  i^oya^-Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXIII.    No.  7.  8yo.  1873. 
BriUth  ArcMtecUf  Royal  Inetitute  ©/—Sessional  Papers,  1872-8,  No.  12.    4to. 
Chemical  Sodety-'-^ouTDal  for  June,  1873.    8yo. 
(JomwdU  PdyUoknio  Society^  ATyo^Fortieth  Annual  Report    1872.    8vo. 
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Coz,  E.  T.  Ei^.  (Otfilii^Aor)— Third  and  Fourth  Reports  of  the  Geologioal  Soryey 

of  Indiana.    2  vols.    Svo.    1872. 
.Kdttort— American  Journal  of  Science  for  Jnne,  1873.    8yo. 

Athenffium  for  Jane,  1873.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  Jmie,  1873.    4to. 

Engineer  for  Jnne,  1873. 

Food  Jonmal  for  June,  1873.    4to. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  June,  1873.    Folio. 

Journal  of  Ghis-Lighting  for  June,  1878.    4to. 

Nature  for  June,  1873,    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  June,  1873.    8to. 

Once  a  Week  for  June,  1873.    Svo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  June,  1873.    8yo. 

Telegraph  Journal,  No.  9.    8yo.    1873. 
FrankUn  Jfuhltt/a-Joumal,  No.  569.    8yo.    1873. 
Geographical  Sodetyy  i7os^a2— Proceedings,  1873,  No.  2.    8yo. 
Olatgow  PhOoaopMcal  iS^wicfy— Proceedings,  Vol.  VIII.  No.  2.    8yo.    1873. 
HorticuUural  Society,  ^o^ol— Journal,  New  Series,  Vol.  IV.  Part  13.    8yo.    1873. 
Lmneon  /Sfoeiefy— Journal,  Nos.  70-72.    8yo.    1873. 
Mayer,  Fro/esaor  A.  M,  (the  ilu/Aor)— Lecture  Notes  on  Physics.    8yo.    1868. 

Various  Papers.    8vo.    1869-73. 

The  Earth  a  Great  Magnet.    (016)    16to.    1872. 
Melbourne  Indtutrial  Musevm — ^Lectures.    8yo.   1872. 
Photographic  /Sbci^ty— Journal,  No.  242.    8yo.    1872. 
Preussisehe  Akademie  dor  Wiseenechaften — ^Monatsberichte,  Feb.  1873.    8yo. 
SL  Pitersbourg,  Academe  ImpAriale  dee  Sdencei—M^moiiea,  T  S^e,  Tome  X VIEL 
Nos,  a-lO  ;  Tome  XIX.  Nos.  1,  2.    4to.    1872. 

BuUetins,  Tome  XVII.  Nos.  4,  5.    Tome  XVIH.  Nos.  1,  2.    4to.    1872. 
&»tti87ii9oct^o/ilff8,  £oya^-Transaction8,  V0I.VIII.  Parts3,  4.    8yo.    1871-3. 
Spileburv,    W!  H,  Esq,  Librarian^  lAneMi  Inn  (the  Author) — Lincoln's  Inn. 

2nd  edition.    16to.    1873. 
Sqmre,  Bcdmanno,  Esq.  (the  Jti^Aor)— Influence  of  Age  on  the  Oausation  of  Skin 

Disease.    16to.    1873. 
Stanford,  Mr.  E.^HL.  Wagner :  The  Darwinian  Theory,  and  the  Laws  of  the 

Migration  of  Organisms,  translated  by  J.  Laird.    (K  99)    8yo.    1873. 
Swanufick,  Mies  Anna,  M.B.I.  (the  TransUxtor)— The  Dramas  of  .Slechylus.  2  yols. 

16to.    1873. 
Symons^  G.  J.  Esq.  (the  Auihor) — Symons*  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 

June,  1873.    8yo. 
Telegraph  Engineers,  Society  o/— Journal,  Vol.  I.  No.  3.    8yo.    1873. 
UniUd  Service  Institution,  £oyaZ— Journal :  Appendix  to  Vol.  XVI.    8yo.    1873. 
Victoria  Jnstiiuie—AjmuAl  Address  of  the  President.    8yo.    1873. 
Yorkshire  ArehtBotogioal  and  Topographical  Association— JgutdsA,  Part  8.    8yo. 

1873. 
Zooiogieal  Society  of  Lon^fori— Transactions,  Vol.  VIIL  Parts  4,  5.    4to.    1873. 

Proceedings,  1872,  Part  3.   8yo. 
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GENEEAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  Nov.  3, 1873. 

Gbosgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.B.S.  Treasnrer  and  Vioe-Presidenty 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  decease  of  Sm  Hbkbt  Hollanj),  Bart. 
the  President,  on  Oct.  27th. 


Henry  Adolphns  Focking,  Esq. 
Major  John  Andover  Wood, 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institntion. 

The  Special  Thanks  of  the  Members  were  given  to  Chables 
Woodward,  Esq.  F.E.S.  for  his  Present  of  his  work  on  the  "  Polariza- 
tion of  Light,"  and  of  much  valuable  apparatus  illustrating  the  subject; 
and  also  to  Wtlliam  Salmon,  Esq.  M.E.I.  for  his  second  Donation 
of  Ten  Pounds  for  the  Promotion  of  Scientific  Besearch  in  the  Boyal 
Institution. 

The  Prbskettb  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

Fbom 

Tke  India  Q^So0— F.  Day :  Report  on  the  FieBh-water  Fish  and  Fisheriee  of  India 

and  Burma.    8vo.    1873. 
Ths  French  Government  — Docnmens  In^ts  but  rHistoire  de  France :  !•  fidrie, 

Hifitoire  Politique :  N^tiations  de  la  France  aveo  Toecane.   Tome  IV.  4iD. 

1872.— Lettres  Missivee de HenrilV.    Tome  VILE.    4to.    1872. 
3*  S^rie:  Aroheologie— Inacriptions  de  la  France  du  Y*  an  XYIQ*  Si^e. 

Tome  I.    4to.    1873. 
Monographie  de  la  Gath^nJe  de  Ghartres :  Atlas,  S*'  et  9*  Livndaons.    Fol. 

1865. 
Statistiqne  Monnmentale  de  Paris :  Oartee,  &o.  84%  85%  et  86*  liTraisons.    Fol. 
The  Spanish  GoMmment— Estadiatica  Minora  de  Espafia,  1870.    4to.    1873. 
Achianee,  IngtituU  o/-Joumal,  No.  92.    8yo.    1873. 
American  Aesoeiationlfor  the  Advancement  of  Sdenee — ^Plooeedings  at  the  20th 

Meeting,  Aug.  1871.    8yo.    1872. 
Antiquariett  Society  o/— Proceedings,  Vol.  VI.  No.  1.    8vo.    1873. 
Aeiatie  Society  of  ^enmiZ— Journal,  1873,  Part  1,  No.  1 ;  Part  2,  Nos.  1,  2.    8yo. 

Proceedings,  1873,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4.    8yo. 
Astronomicai  Society,  fiojvaZ— Montlily  Notices.  Vol.  XXXin.  No.  8.    8yo.    1873. 
Baeel  NaturforBGhende  OsMZZfcfta/i^— Verhandlungen,  Vter  Theil,  4tes  Heft    8vo. 

1873. 
British  ArehiteeU,  Royal  Indituie  ©/—Sessional  Papers.  1872-73.  Nos.  13, 14.  4to. 
British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Sdence—Ke^^rt  of  the  42nd  Meeting 

at  Brighton,  Aug.  1872.    8vo.    1873. 
British  Museum  IVi«<e«— Catalogue  of  Greek  Coins— Italy.    8?o.    1873. 
Chemical  Society-Journal  for  July  to  Oct  1878.    8vo. 
Clinical  iSbete^y— Transactions,  Vol.  VI.    8vo.    1873. 
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Devontkire  AaBoeiation  /or  the  Advancement  of  iSct«nc#^ Report  ond  Transaotions 

for  1878.    Vol.  VI.  Part  1.    8to.    1873. 
Editon — ^Amerioan  Jonmal  of  Science  for  July  to  Qoi  1873.    8to. 
Athen»tim  for  July  to  Oct.  1873.    4to. 
Chemical  News  for  July  to  Oct.  1873.    4io. 
Eogineer  for  Jaly  to  Oct  1878. 
Food  Joornal  for  July  to  Oct.  1873.    4to. 
Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  July  to  Oct.  1873.    Folio. 
Journal  of  Ga»-Lighting  for  July  to  Oct  1873.    4to. 
Nature  for  July  to  Oct  1878.    4to. 
Nautical  Magazine  for  July  to  Oct  1873.    8to. 
Once  a  Week  for  July  to  Oct  1873.    8yo. 
Phannaoeutical  Journal  for  July  to  Oct.  1873.    8to. 
Telegraph  Journal  for  July  to  Oct.  1873. 
FrankUn  IndUvie—^ovanalj  Nos.  570-573.    8vo.    1873. 
Geneva^  Soci^U  de  Phymque—NLemoiieB,  Tome  XXII.    4to.    1873. 
GeograplUoal  Society,  i?ova^-Proceeding&  1873,  Noe.  3,  4,  5.    8vo.    1873. 
Journal,  Vol.  XLn.    8to.    1872. 

The  Lands  of  Cazembe.    Laoerda's  Journey  to  Gazembe  in  1798,  translated  by 
B.  F.  Burton;  Ac.    8vo.    1873. 
Oeoloffiocd  InatUuie,  Imperial,  Ftanno^Jahrbnoh,  1873.    Nos.  1,  2.    8vo. 
Verhandlungen,  1873.'  Nos.  1-9. 
Abhandlungen,  Band  V.  Heft  4,  5.    foL    1873. 
Geological  Society  of  IreZond— Journal,  N.S.  Vol.  III.  Part  8.    8to.     1873. 
Geologieal  /SbcMfy— Quarterly  Journal,  No.  115.    8to.    1873. 
Gorcj  George  JBsq,  FM£,  (the  Ju^Aor)— National  Importance  of  Scientific  Besearch. 

(West.  Bev.  April,  1873.) 
Eenmouf,  Bev.  George,  M.A,  (the  Author) — The  Theonr  of  the  Eyolution  of  Living 
Things  and  the  AppUoation  of  the  Principle  of  Evolution  to  Beligion.    (An 
Actonian  Prize  Esaay.)    12mo.    1873. 
jStOs.  Thomas  Hyde^  Esq,  MJtJ.—Dr,  J.  A.  Heesey's  Sermon  on  the  Funeral  of 

Sir  E.  Landseer.    (k  99)    8yo.    1873. 
JBuU  JRoudt  InetiUOion^Asmml  Beport,  1873.    8to. 
Jftni  cmd /SM  Jnseiiiifo-^ounial,  1873.  Vol.  L    8to. 
JahUmomkCichen  GetetUchaft-^Vrx^sachriSX  XVIL-— H.  Zeissberg,  Die  Polnische 

Qeschichtschreibung  des  Mittelalters.    8to.    1873. 
Kirkaldy,  David,  Esq,  (&e  iltitAor)-— Besults  of  an  Experimental  Inquiry  into  the 

Mechanical  Properties  of  Fagersta  Steel.    4to.    1873. 
Lrnnean  Society— Jowmaii,  Nos.  56, 73.    8m    1873.  . 
Proceedings,  1872-3.    8to. 

Transactions,  Vol.  XXVUL  Part  3 ;  Vol.  XXIX.  Part  2.    4to.    1873. 
Loume,  B,  Thompson,  M,R.GS,  F,L.8,  (the  Author)— The  Philosophy  of  Evolution. 

(An  Actonian  Prize  Essay.)    16to.    1873. 
LMock,  Sir  John  (the  Author}— ^ote  on  the  Macas  Indians.    (Ethnol.  Journal, 

n.)    8vo.    1873. 
Manchester  Philosophical  iSbcMy— Proceedings,  VoL  Xn.  Nos.  12, 13.    Vol.  XIII. 

Nos.  1,2.    8vo.    1873. 
Marshall,  Lieut.-C€l.  W.  E,  (the  Author)^A  Phrenologist  among  the  Todas,  South 

India.    8to.    1873. 
Mechaniedl  Enginoenf  Institution,  ^trmtngAain— Proceedings,  May,  1873.    8yo. 
MenArug^e,  6,  Van  der  (the  Author) — Sur  la  Tension  Superficielle  des  Liquides, 

2nd  M^mdre.    4to.    1873. 
Meteorologieal  Committee  of  tlie  Royal  Society— -Heport  for  1872.    8vo.    1873. 
MetMTologieal  O^^Soe— Quarterly  Weather  Beport,  1872.    Part  3.    4to. 

Meteorology  of  the  Antarctic  Begions.    4to.    1873. 
Meteorological  Society— QoBJieTlj  Journal,  New  Series,  No.  7.    8to.    1873. 
PhfOogravkie  Society— Jovan^  Na  243.    8to.    1873. 

Preussisehe  Akademie  der  Wissensehaflen—U.(ma^Mhmohte,  Marz,  April,  Mai. 
1873.    8yo 
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Sad/ord,  TF.  T,  M.D.  Jlf.B./.— G.  B.  Binuocini:  Embassy  in  Ireland,  1645-49; 

translated  by  Annie  Button.    8yo.    1873. 
Riggj  Bev,  A.^  M,A.  {the  Auihory-^asj  Introduetion  to  Chemistry.    16to.    1873. 
Rome,  Accademia  dei  Lincei—Atti,  Anno  XXYI.  Sess.  1.    4to.    1873. 
Soydl  Irish  ilceuitfniy— Transactions,  YoL  XXIV.  Science,  Parts  16,  17.    YoL 

XXY.  Science  Parts  1-4.    4to.    1870-3. 
Proceedings,  Yol.  X.  Second  Series,  Yol.  I.  Nos.  2-8.    8vo.    1867-73. 
£^a2/80cteiyo/Lon(2ori~Philoeophical  Transactions  for  1872,  Part  2.  4ta   1873. 

Proceedings,  Nos.  145, 146.    8yo.    1873. 
Sabine,  General  Sir  Edward,  K.C.B,  F.R£,  M,B.L  (Ois  .itit^)— Contributions  to 

Terrestrial  Magnetism,  No.  13.    (Phil.  Trana  B.S.  1873.) 
SmUheonian  Jfu^^ti^um— Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge,  Yol.  XYIII. 

4to.    1873. 
5te««««caZ  fib««/y— Journal,  Yol.  XXXYI.  Parts  2,  3.    8vo.    1873. 
SL  Petenbourg,  Acaditmie  ImpMale  dee  Sdenoee — ^M^oires,  7*  S^e,  Tome  XIX. 

Nos.  3-7.    4to.    1873.  

Bulletins,  Tome  XYII.  Nos.  4,  6.    Tome  XYm.  Nos.  1,  2.    4to.    1872. 
Symone,  G.  /.  Esq.  (ihe  Author)— Sjmontf  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 

July  to  Got  1873.    8vo. 
Taylor,  Alfred  S.  M,D.  F,B,S,  MM  J,  (tJis  ilti^ftor)— The  Principles  and  Practice 

of  Medical  Jurisprudence.    2nd  Ed.    2  toIs.    8to.    1873. 
TyndaH,  Professor,  LL.D.  D.aL,  F.BM,  (the  Atdhory^ix  Lectures  on  Light, 

delivered  in  America  hi  1872-1873.    16to.    1873. 
United  Service  Institution,  JSoyoI-^oumal,  Nos.  72,  73.    8to.    1873. 
Vereins  mr  Beflirderung  des  Gewerbfleisses  in  Preussan — ^Yerhandlungen,  Jan.- 

April.    1873.    4to.— F.  Kohl,  Gesc^chte  der  Jacquard-Maaohine  nebst  der 

Biographic  Jaoquards.  4to.  Berlin.  1872. 
Victoria  Jfueteufo— Journal,  No.  26.  8yo.  1873. 
Vincent,  B.  (tlie  £(dttor>— Haydn's  Dictionary  of  Dates  and  Universal  Information. 

1401  Edition.    8vo.    1873. 
Woodward,  Charles,  Esq,  F.B.S.  (the  ilufAor)— Familiar  Introduction  to  the  Study 

of  Polarized  Light     3rd  Edition.     12mo.     1861.     [With  much  Optical 

Apparatus.] 
Papers  on  Polarized  Light,  &c.    By  Dr.  H.  B.  Leeson  and  Dr.  Pereira.    8va 


GENEEAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  Dec.  1, 1878. 

Geosgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.B.S.  Treasurer  and  Vioe-President, 
in  the  Ohair. 

The  following  Letter  to  the  Family  of  the  late  President  was 
unanimonsly  adopted  by  the  Members  present : — 

«  The  Membbbs  of  the  Boyal  Institution  beg  to  be  permitted  to 
express  to  the  Family  of  their  late  President,  Sib  Hbnby  Holland, 
their  deepest  sympathy  in  the  great  loss  they  have  recently 
sustained. 

*'  It  is  a  loss  in  which  the  Institution  largely  shares ;  and  it  has 
to  deplore  a  President  esteemed  by  all  for  his  distinguished  scientific 
and  literary  attainments,  for  the  abilities  and  varied  experience  he 
brought  to  the  performance  of  his  duties ;  and  beloved  for  the  uniform 
kindness  and  consideration  with  which  he  discharged  them. 
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<^  In  the  pnblislied  record  of  his  life  Sib  Henby  Holland  has  acknow- 
ledged that  his  connection  with  the  Boyal  Institution  had  been  very 
yalnable  to  him.  It  is  now  for  the  Members  of  the  Institution  to 
testify  their  profound  sense  of  the  exceeding  advantages  conferred 
by  that  association  upon  the  Boyal  Institution. 

^  In  it,  as  he  himself  has  related,  he  stood  by  the  cradle  of  some  of 
the  most  wonderful  discoveries  of  the  age,  and  watched  their  progress 
to  maturity  and  fame.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  witness  the 
production  of  the  Alkaline  Metals  by  Davy,  and  among  the  first  to 
see  the  small  luminous  spark  elicited  from  the  magnet  by  Faraday. 
In  later  times  he  was  foremost  in  establishing  the  Boyal  Institution 
Besearch  Fund,  and  was  unceasingly  generous  in  his  own  large 
personal  contributions  to  it. 

'^  As  President  he  was  always  at  his  post,  ever  prompt  with  assist- 
ance and  counsel;  a  sound  adviser  and  a  courteous  friend.  The 
recollection  of  his  presence  in  the  Institution  will  not  soon  be  for- 
gotten, and  will  long  remain  to  be  cherished  by  its  Members  with 
affection  and  regard. 

^  The  dose  of  such  a  career  must  be  noted  with  no  ordinary  feelings 
of  interest  and  regret,  and  the  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution 
desire  to  assure  the  Family  of  their  lamented  President  how  fully 
they  enter  into  the  universal  sorrow  for  his  death." 


The  DuKB  OF  NoBTHTTMBBBLANi),  D.CX.  was  unanimously  elected 
President  of  the  Boyal  Institution,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Sib  Hxmby 
Holland. 

Mrs.  Walter  Fawcett, 

Charles  Craddock  Underwood,  Esq. 

were  eleeted  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution. 

The  Lxotubb  Abbanohhints  for  the  ensuing  season  were 
annoimced : — 

Pbotessob  Ttndall,  D.O.L.  LL.D.  F.B.9.  Six  Lectures  on  Thb  Motion 
and  Sbnbation  or  Sound,  on  Deo.  27,  80,  1873;  Jan.  1,  3,  6,  8, 1874. 

Before  Easter,  1874. 

PROFE880B  BuTHEBFOBD,  M.D.  F.B.S.E.  Five  Leotares  on  Bespiration,  on 
Taesdays,  Jan.  13  to  Feb.  10. 

[Pbotessob  Bitthbbvord  will  give  Six  Leotoies  on  the  Neirous  System  after 
Easter.] 

Pbofebsob  Tyndall,  D.O.L.  LL.D.  F.B.S.  Six  Lectures  on  the  Physical 
Properties  of  Gases  and  Liquids,  on  Tuesdays,  Feb.  17  to  March  24. 

Pbofebsob  P.  M.  Dungakt,  F.B.S.  Six  Lectures  on  Palsontolosnr,  with 
reference  to  Extinct  Animals  and  the  Physical  Geography  of  their  Time,  on 
Thursdays,  Jan.  15  to  Feb.  19. 

PBorESBOB  W.  0.  WnjiiAXsoN,  F.B.S.  Five  Lectures  on  Gryptogamic 
Vegetation,  on  Thursdays,  Feb.  26  to  BCaroh  26. 

pBOFiasoB  G.  Groom  Bobebtson,  Uniyorsity  Gollege,  London.  Four  Lee  tore 
on  EAufs  Gritioal  Philosophy,  on  Saturdays,  Jan.  17  to  Feb.  7. 
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B.  BoewoBTH  Smith,  Esq.  H  JL.  Four  Leotuiea  on  Mohammed  and  Moham- 
medanism, on  Satordays,  Feb.  14  to  March  7. 

Ohableb  Thomas  Nxwton,  Esq.  MJV..  Keeper  of  Greek  andBoman  Antiqai- 
ties,  British  Mnseom.  Three  Lectnres  on  Epliesns,  on  Saturdays,  March  14,  21, 
and  28.  

The  Pbesents  received  since  the  last  Meeting  weze  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

Fbom 
The  Lords  of  the  iidnuVoZ^— Nautical  Almanac  for  1877.    8vo.    1873. 
AgricuUwrai  Society  jRoyol— Journal,  2nd  Series,  VoL  IX.  Part  2.    8vo.    1873. 
Antiquariet,  Society  ©/—Proceedings  Vol.  V.  No.  8.    8vo.    1873. 
Aatronomioal  Soddy,  iSowO— Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXTTT.  No.  9.    8vo.    1873. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Sdenees,  ^ol— SitzongsberichtB.    1872;  Heft  3.    1873; 

Heft  1.    8vo. 
Beni'Bardej  Dr.  (the  Author)— TrB,ii4  Thteriqne  et  Pratique  d'Hydroth^rapie.  8vo. 

Paris,  1873. 
British  Arehiteds,^BoydL  ItuUMe  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-74,  No.  1.    4to. 
British  Museum  TrtM^ees— Catalogue  of  Hemiptera  Heteroptera,  Part  8.    8vo. 

1873. 
Chemical  Society— ^ovamal  for  Nov.  1873.    8vo. 
Dawson,  J,  W.  Mq,  LL.D.  F,B.S.  (the  iiii^Aor)— Beport  on  the  Fossil  Plants  of 

Canada.    8vo.    1873. 
Editors — ^American  Journal  of  Science  for  Nov.  1873.    8vo. 
AtheniBum  for  Nov.  1873.    4to. 
Chemical  News  for  Nov.  1873.    4to. 
Engineer  for  Nov.  1873. 
Food  Journal  for  Nov.  1873.    4to. 
Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  Nov.  1873.    FoUo. 
Journal  of  ^ku-Lighting  for  Nov.  1873.    4to. 
Nature  for  Nov.  1873.    4to. 
Nautical  Magazine  for  Nov.  1873.    8vo. 
Once  a  Week  for  Nov.  1 873.    8vo. 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  Nov.  1873.    8vo. 
Telegraph  Journal  for  Nov.  1873.    8?o. 
Geneva^  SodO^de  PAyngua— Memoires,  Tome  XXIH.  Partie  1.    4to.    1873. 
Geological  Society— Quaiteily  Journal,  No.  116.    8vo.    1873. 
Leighton,  John,  Esq,  FJ3.A,  MM.L— The  New  Testament  in  Ancient  Slave.    16to. 
Manchester  Philoscihical  Society— Frooeediaga,  Vol.  XIII.  Nos.  3,  4.    8?o.    1873. 
Medical  and  Chirurgieal  Society,  Boycd — Transactions,  Vol.  LVI.    8vo.    1873. 
Meteorological  CommitJlee  of  the  Royal  Society — ^Notes  on  the  Cyclones  in  the  South 

Indian  Ocean.    8vo.    1873. 
Meteorological  Society— QuBiterlj  Journal,  No.  8.    8vo.    1873. 
Mivart,  &,  George,  Esq,  F.B.S,  M.B.I,  (the  Author)— TOau  and  Apes.     12mo. 

1873. 
Olivera,  Carlos,  JE^g.— Boletin  de  la  Esposicion  Nacional  en  Cordoba  (Argentine 

Bepublic).    7  vols.    8vo.    186^73. 
(hoen.  Professor,  F,R,S.  (the  Author}— Axuiiamy  of  the  King  Crab  (Limulua 

Polyphemus).    4to.    1873. 
Photographic  Society— Joumah  No.  244.    8vo.    1873. 

Preussische  Akademie  der   Wissmschaften—ldoix&UheTkiliie,  Juni-Aug.      1873. 
8vo. 

n  Robert  H,  Esq.  F,BJ3.  (the  Author)— On  the  Connection  between  Colliery 
Ixploeions  and  Weather  in  1871.    (Met.  Soc.  Journal,  1873.) 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital— "RepoTta,  Vol.  IX.    8to.    1873. 
Victoria  InstUute—Joxtma},  Nos.  8  and  27.    8vo.    1873. 

Walford,    Weston  8.    Esq.   FJ3.A.   2tf.B.I.— Papworth's    Ordinary   of  British 
Armorials.    Parts  19, 20, 21.    8vo.    1873. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  January  16,  1874. 

William  Spottiswoodb,  Esq.  LL.D.  Treas.  E.S.     Secretary  and 
Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

PaoFESsoB  Ttndall,  D.C.L.  LL.D.  F.R.S. 

On  the  Acoustic  Transparency  and  Opacity  of  tlie  Atmosphere. 

This  discourse  embraced  the  scientific  results  of  an  inquiry  on  Fog- 
signals,  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the 
Trinity  House,  and  communicated  with  their  friendly  concurrence  to 
the  Boyal  Society  and  the  Boyal  Institution. 

The  investigation  was  begun  on  the  19th  of  May,  1873,  and  con- 
tinued till  the  4th  of  July.  It  was  resumed  on  the  8th  of  October, 
and  continued  to  the  end  of  November.  It  also  includes  observations 
made  during  the  dense  fog  which  enveloped  London  on  December  9 
and  the  succeeding  days. 

Gongs  and  bells  were  excluded  from  this  investigation,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  proved  inferiority  to  other  instruments  of  signalling. 
The  experiments  were  made  with  trumpets  blown  by  powerfully  com- 
pressed air,  with  steam-whistles,  guns,  and  a  steam-syren,  associated 
with  a  trumpet  16  feet  long. 

Daboll's  horn,  or  trumpet,  had  been  highly  spoken  of  by  writers 
on  fog-signals.  A  third-order  apparatus  of  the  kind  had  been  reported 
as  sending  its  sound  to  a  distance  of  from  7  to  9  miles  against  the 
wind,  and  to  a  distance  of  12  to  14  miles  with  the  wind.  Holmes 
had  improved  upon  DaboU ;  and  with  two  instruments  of  Holmes,  not 
of  the  third  but  of  the  first  order,  our  experiments  were  made.  On 
the  19th  of  May,  at  8  miles  distance,  they  became  useless  as  a  fog- 
signal;  at  a  distance  of  4  miles,  with  paddles  stopped  and  all  on 
board  quiet,  they  were  wholly  unheard.  At  a  distance  of  2  miles  from 
the  Foreland  the  whistles  tested  on  May  19  became  useless.  The 
12  o'clock  gun,  fired  with  a  1-lb.  charge  at  Drop  Fort  in  Dover,  was 
well  heard  on  May  19,  when  the  horns  and  whistles  were  inaudible. 
On  the  20th  of  May  the  permeability  of  the  atmosphere  had  somewhat 
increased,  but  the  steam-whistle  faileid  to  pierce  it  to  a  depth  of  3  miles. 
At  4  miles  the  horns,  though  aided  by  quietness  on  board,  were  barely 
heard.  By  careful  nursing,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  the  horn- 
soxmds  were  carried  to  a  distance  of  6  miles.  The  superiority  of  the 
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IS-ponnder  gun,  already  employed  by  the  Trinity  Honse  as  a  fog- 
Bignal,  over  horns  and  whistles  was  on  this  day  so  decided  as  almost 
to  warrant  its  reoommendation  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  other 
signals. 

Nothing  occurred  on  the  2nd  of  June  to  exalt  our  hopes  of  the 
trumpets  and  whistles.  The  horns  were  scarcely  heard  at  a  distance 
of  3  miles;  sometimes,  indeed,  they  failed  to  be  heard  at  2  miles. 
By  keeping  everything  quiet  on  boaid,  they  were  afterwards  heard  to 
a  distance  of  6  miles — a  result,  however,  mainly  due  to  the  improved 
condition  of  the  atmosphere.  Considering  the  demands  as  to  sound- 
range  made  by  writers  on  this  subject,  the  demonstrated  incompetence 
of  horns  and  whistles  of  great  reputed  power  to  meet  these  demands 
was  not  encouraging.  On  the  8rd  of  June  the  atmosphere  had  changed 
surprisingly.  It  was  loaded  overhead  with  dark  and  threatening 
clouds;  the  sounds,  nevertheless,  were  well  heard  beyond  9  miles. 
On  June  10  the  acoustic  transparency  of  the  air  was  also  very  fair, 
the  distance  penetrated  being  upwards  of  8f  miles.  The  subsidence 
of  the  sound  near  the  boundary  of  the  acoustic  shadow  on  the  Dover 
side  of  the  Foreland,  and  before  entering  the  shadow,  was  to-day 
sudden  aud  extraordinary,  affecting  equally  both  horns  and  guns. 
We  were  warned  on  June  3  that  iSie  supremacy  of  the  gun  on  one 
occasion  by  no  means  implied  its  supremacy  on  all  occasions;  the 
self-same  guns  which  on  May  20  had  so  far  transcended  the  horns 
being  on  tias  day  their  equals  and  nothing  more.  The  11th  of  June 
was  employed  in  mastering  still  further  the  facts  relating  to  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  sound  east  and  west  of  the  Foreland;  the  cause  of 
this  subsidence  being  in  part  due  to  the  weakening  of  the  sonorous 
waves  by  their  divergence  into  the  sound  shadow,  and  in  part  to 
interference. 

The  atmosphere  on  the  25th  of  June  was  again  very  defective 
acoustically.  The  sounds  reached  a  maximum  distance  of  6^  miles ; 
but  at  4  miles,  on  returning  from  the  maximum  distance,  they  were 
very  faint.  The  day  had,  as  it  were,  darkened  acoustically.  On  this 
day  the  guns  lost  still  further  their  pre-eminence,  and  at  5}  miles 
were  inferior  to  the  horn.  No  sounds  whatever  reached  Dover  Pier 
on  the  11th ;  and  it  was  only  towards  the  close  of  the  day  that  they 
succeeded  in  reaching  it  on  the  25th.  Thus  by  slow  degrees  the 
caprices  of  the  atmosphere  made  themselves  known  to  us,  showing  us 
subsequently  that  within  the  limits  of  a  single  day,  even  within  a 
single  minute,  the  air,  as  a  vehicle  of  sound,  underwent  most  serious 
variations.  The  26th  of  June  was  a  far  better  day  than  its  prede- 
cessor, the  acoustic  range  being  over  9^  miles.  The  direction  of  the 
wind  was  less  favourable  to  the  sound  on  this  day  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding one,  plainly  proving  that  something  else  than  the  wind  must 
play  an  important  part  in  i^ortening  the  sound-range. 

On  the  1st  of  July  we  experimented  upon  a  rotating  horn,  and 
heard  its  direct  or  axial  blast,  which  proved  to  be  the  strongest,  at  a 
distance  of  10^  miles.     The  sounds  were  also  heard  at  the  Vame 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1874.]  and  Opacity  of  the  Atmosphere.  171 

light-ship,  which  is  12f  miles  from  the  Foreland.  The  atmosphere 
h^i  become  decidedly  clearer  acoustically,  but  not  so  optically ;  for 
on  this  day  thick  haze  obscured  the  white  difiGs  of  the  Foreland.  In 
fact,  on  days  of  far  greater  optical  parity,  the  sound  had  &iled  to 
reach  one-third  of  the  distance  attained  tcnday.  In  the  light  of  such 
a  fact,  any  attempt  to  make  optical  transparency  a  measure  of  acoustic 
transparency  must  be  seen  to  be  delusive.  On  the  1st  of  July  a 
12-inch  American  whistle,  of  which  we  had  heard  a  highly  favourable 
account,  was  tried  in  place  of  the  12-inch  English  whistle ;  but,  like 
its  predecessor,  the  performance  of  the  new  instrument  fell  behind 
that  of  the  horns.  An  interval  of  twelve  hours  sufficed  to  convert  the 
acoustically  clear  atmosphere  of  July  1  into  an  opaque  one ;  for  on 
the  2nd  of  July  even  the  horn-sounds,  with  paddles  stopped  and  all 
noiseless  on  bocurd,  could  not  penetrate  farther  than  4  miles. 

Thus  each  succeeding  day  provided  us  with  a  virtually  new 
atmosphere,  clearly  showing  that  conclusions  founded  upon  one  day's 
observations  might  utterly  break  down  in  the  presence  of  the  pheno- 
mena of  another  day.  This  was  most  impressively  demonstrated  on 
the  day  now  to  be  referred  to.  The  acoustic  imperviousness  of  the 
3rd  of  July  was  found  to  be  still  greater  than  that  of  the  2nd,  while 
the  optical  purity  of  the  day  was  sensibly  perfect.  The  cliffis  of  the 
Foreland  could  be  seen  to-day  at  ten  times  the  distance  at  which  they 
ceased  to  be  visible  on  the  1st,  while  the  sounds  were  cut  off  at  one- 
sixth  of  the  distance.  At  2  p.m.  neither  guns  nor  trumpets  were  able 
to  pierce  the  transparent  air  to  a  depth  of  3,  hardly  to  a  depth  of 
2  miles.  This  extraordinary  opacity  was  proved  conclusively  to  arise 
from  the  irregular  admixture  with  the  air  of  the  aqueous  vapour  raised 
by  a  powerful  sun.  This  vapour,  though  perfectly  invisible,  produced 
an  acoustic  doud  impervious  to  the  sound,  and  from  which  the  sound- 
waves were  thrown  back  as  the  waves  of  light  are  from  an  ordinary 
cloud.  The  waves  thus  refused  transmission  produced  by  their  re- 
flexion echoes  of  extraordinary  strength  and  duration.  This  I  may 
remark  is  the  first  time  that  audible  echoes  have  been  proved  to  be 
reflected  from  an  optically  transparent  atmosphere.  By  the  lowering 
of  the  sun  the  production  of  the  vapour  was  checked,  and  the  trans- 
missive  power  of  the  atmosphere  restored  to  such  im  extent,  that,  at 
a  distance  of  2  miles  from  the  Foreland,  at  7  p.m.,  the  intensity  of  the 
sound  was  at  least  thirty-six  times  its  intensity  at  2  p.m. 

That  layers  of  dried  air  alternating  with  layers  of  air  saturated 
with  the  vapour  of  a  volatile  liquid  can  powerfully  intercept  sound, 
has  been  experimentally  established. 

On  October  8  the  observations  were  resumed,  a  steam-syren  andja 
Canadian  whistle  of  great  power  being  added  to  the  list  of  instrumento. 
A  boiler  had  its  steam  raised  to  a  pressure  of  70  lbs.  to  the  square  inch  ; 
on  opening  a  valve  this  steam  would  issue  forcibly  in  a  continuous  stream, 
and  the  sole  function  of  the  syren  was  to  convert  this  stream  into  a 
series  of  separate  strong  pu£b.  This  was  done  by  causing  a  disk  with  12 
radial  slits  to  rotate  behind  a  fixed  disk  with  the  same  number  of  slits. 
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When  the  slits  coincided  a  puff  escaped ;  when  they  did  not  coincide 
the  outflow  of  steam  was  interrupted.  Each  puff  of  steam  at  this 
high  pressure  generated  a  sonorous  wave  of  great  intensity;  the 
successive  waves  linking  themselves  together  to  a  musical  sound  so 
intense  as  to  be  best  described  as  a  continuous  explosion. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  October  8  the  optical  transparency  of 
the  air  was  very  great ;  its  acoustic  transparency,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  very  defective.  Clouds  blackened  and  broke  into  a  rain-  and 
hail-shower  of  tropical  violence.  The  sounds,  instead  of  being 
deadened,  were  improved  by  this  furious  squall ;  and,  after  it  had 
lightened,  thus  lessening  the  local  noises,  the  sounds  were  heard  at  a 
distance  of  1\  miles  distinctly  louder  than  they  had  been  heard 
through  the  preceding  rainless  atmosphere  at  a  distance  of  6  miles. 
At  5  miles  distance,  therefore,  the  intensity  of  the  sound  had  been  at 
least  doubled  by  the  rain — a  result  entirely  opposed  to  all  previous 
assertions,  but  an  obvious  consequence  of  the  removal  by  condensation 
and  precipitation  of  that  vapour  the  mixture  of  which  with  the  air 
had  been  proved  so  prejudicial  to  the  sound.  On  this  day  a  depen- 
dence was  established  between  the  pitch  of  a  note  and  its  penetrative 
power — the  syren  generating  480  waves  being  slightly  inferior  to  the 
horns,  while  generating  400  waves  a  second  it  was  distinctly  superior. 
The  maximum  range  on  October  8  was  9  miles.  On  October  9  the 
transmissive  power  had  diminished,  the  maximum  range  being 
7^  miles.  On  both  these  days  the  syreu  proved  to  be  superior  to  the 
horns,  and  on  some  occasions  superior  to  the  gun. 

On  the  10th  and  11th,  a  gale  having  caused  our  steamer  to  seek 
safety  in  the  Downs,  we  made  land  observations.  The  duration  of 
the  aerial  echoes  was  ^  for  the  syren  and  the  gun  9  seconds,  for  the 
horns  6  seconds.  The  duration  varies  from  day  to  day.  We  sought 
to  estimate  the  influence  of  the  violent  wind, and  found  that  the  sound 
of  the  gun  failed  to  reach  us  in  two  cases  at  a  distance  of  550  yards 
to  windward,  the  sonnd  of  the  syren  at  the  same  time  rising  to  a 
piercing  intensity.  To  leeward  the  gun  was  heard  at  five  times,  and 
certainly  nright  have  been  heard  at  fifteen  times  the  distance  attained 
to  windward.  The  momentary  character  of  the  gun-sound  renders  it 
liable  to  be  quenched  by  a  single  puff  of  wind ;  but  sounds  of  low 
pitch  generally,  whether  momentary  or  not,  suffer  more  from  an 
opposing  wind  than  high  ones.  We  had  on  the  Idth  another  example 
of  the  powerlessness  of  heavy  rain  to  deaden  sound. 

On  the  14th  the  maximum  range  was  10  miles,  but  the  atmosphere 
did  not  maintain  this  power  of  transmission.  It  was  a  day  of  extreme 
optical  clearness;  but  its  acoustic  clearness  diminished  as  the  day 
advanced.  In  fact  the  sun  was  in  action.  We  proved  to-day  that  by 
lowering  the  pitch  of  the  Canadian  whistle,  its  sound,  which  had 
previously  been  inaudible,  became  suddenly  audible.  The  day  at 
first  was  favourable  to  the  transmission  of  the  longer  sound-waves. 
After  a  lapse  of  three  hours  the  case  was  reversed,  the  high-pitched 
syren  being  then  heard  when  both  guns  and  horns  were  inaudible. 
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Bnt  even  this  state  of  things  did  not  continue,  so  rapid  and  surprising 
are  the  oaprices  of  the  atmosphere.  At  a  distance  of  5  miles,  at 
3.30  P.M.,  the  change  in  transmissive  power  reduced  the  intensity  of 
the  sound  to  at  least  one-half  of  what  it  possessed  at  11.30  a.m., 
the  wind  throughout  maintaining  the  same  strength  and  direction. 
Through  all  this  complexity  l£e  knowledge  obtained  on  July  3 
sheds  the  light  of  a  principle  which  reduces  to  order  the  apparent 
confusion. 

October  15  was  spent  at  Dungeness  in  examining  the  performance 
of  Daboll's  horn.  It  is  a  fine  instrument,  and  its  application  was 
ably  worked  out  by  its  inventor;  still  it  would  require  very 
favourable  atmospheric  conditions  to  enable  it  to  warn  a  steamer 
before  she  had  come  dangerously  close  to  the  shore.  The  direction 
in  which  the  aerial  echoes  return  was  finely  illustrated  to-day,  that 
direction  being  always  the  one  in  which  the  axis  of  the  horn  is 
pointed. 

The  16th  was  a  day  of  exceeding  optical  transparency,  but  of 
great  acoustic  opacity.  The  maximum  range  was  only  5  miles.  On 
this  day  the  howitzer  and  all  the  whistles  were  clearly  overmastered 
by  the  syren.  It  was,  moreover,  heard  at  3^  miles  with  the  paddles 
going,  while  the  gun  was  unheard  at  2|  miles.  With  no  visible 
object  that  could  possibly  yield  an  echo  in  sight,  the  pure  aerial 
echoes,  coming  from  the  more  distant  southern  air,  were  distinct  and 
long  continued  at  a  distance  of  2  miles  from  the  shore.  Near  the 
base  of  the  Foreland  cliff  we  determined  their  duration  and  found  it 
to  be  11  seconds,  while  that  of  the  best  whistle  echoes  was  6  seconds. 
On  this  day  three  whistles,  sounded  simultaneously,  wore  pitted 
against  the  syren,  and  found  clearly  inferior  to  it. 

On  the  17th  four  horns  were  compared  with  the  syren  and  found 
inferior  to  it.  This  was  our  day  of  greatest  acoustic  transparency, 
the  sound  reaching  a  maximum  of  15  miles  for  the  syren,  and  of  mora 
than  1 6  for  the  gun.  The  echoes  on  this  day  were  continued  longer 
than  on  any  other  occasion.  They  continued  for  15  seconds,  their 
duration  indicating  the  atmospheric  depth  from  which  they  came. 

On  October  18,  though  the  experiments  were  not  directed  to  deter- 
mine the  transmissive  power  of  the  air,  we  were  not  without  proof 
that  it  continued  to  be  high.  From  10  to  10.30  a.m.,  while  waiting 
for  the  blasts  of  the  syren  at  a  distance  of  3  miles  from  the  Foreland, 
the  continued  reports  of  what  we  supposed  to  be  the  musketry  of 
skirmishing  parties  on  land  were  distinctly  heard  by  us  all.  We 
afterwards  learned  that  the  sounds  arose  from  the  rifle-practice  on 
Kingsdown  beach,  5^  miles  away.  On  July  3,  which,  optically  con- 
sidered, was  a  far  more  perfect  day,  the  18-pounder,  howitzer,  and 
mortar  failed  to  make  themselves  heard  at  half  this  distance.  The 
18th  was  mainly  occupied  in  determining  the  influence  of  pitch  and 
pressure  on  the  syren-sound.  Taking  the  fluctuations  of  the  atmo- 
sphere into  account,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  syren,  performing  from 
2000  to  2400  revolutions  a  second,  or,  in  other  words,  generating 
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from  400  to  480  waves  per  second,  best  meets  the  atmospheric  con- 
ditions. We  varied  the  pressure  from  40  to  80  lbs.  on  the  square  inch ; 
and  though  the  intensity  did  not  appear  to  rise  in  proportion  to  the 
pressure,  the  higher  pressure  yielded  the  hardest  and  most  penetrating 
sound. 

The  20th  was  a  rainy  day  with  strong  wind.  Up  to  a  distance  of 
5^  miles  the  syren  continued  to  be  heard  through  the  sea-  and  paddle- 
noises.  In  rough  weather,  indeed,  when  local  noises  interfere,  the 
syren-sound  far  transcends  all  other  sounds.  On  various  occasions 
to-day  it  proved  its  mastery  over  both  gun  and  horns.  On  the  21st 
the  wind  was  strong  and  the  sea  high.  The  horn-sounds,  with  paddles 
going,  were  lost  at  4  miles,  while  tiie  syren  continued  serviceable  up 
to  6^  miles.  The  gun  to-day  was  completely  overmastered.  Its 
pu£&  were  seen  at  the  Foreland ;  but  its  sound  was  unheard  when  the 
syren  was  distinctly  heard.  Heavy  rain  failed  to  damp  the  power  of 
the  syren.  The  whistles  were  also  tried  to-day,  but  were  found  far 
inferior  to  the  syren.  On  the  22nd  it  blew  a  gale,  and  the  '  Galatea ' 
quitted  us.  We  made  observations  on  land  on  the  influence  of  the 
wind  and  of  local  noises.  The  shelter  of  the  Coastguard  Station  at 
Oomhill  enabled  us  to  hear  gun-sounds  which  were  quite  inaudible  to 
an  observer  out  of  shelter ;  in  the  shelter  also  both  horn  and  syren 
rose  distiilKitly  in  power ;  but  they  were  also  heard  outside  when  the 
gun  was  quite  unheard.  As  usual  the  sound  to  leeward  was  far  more 
powerful  than  those  at  equal  distances  to  windward.  The  echoes  from 
the  cloudless  air  were  to-day  very  fine.  On  the  28rd,  in  the  absence 
of  the  steamer,  the  observations  on  the  influence  of  the  wind  were 
continued.  The  quenching  of  the  gun-sounds,  in  particular,  to  wind- 
ward was  well  illustrated.  All  the  sounds,  however,  gun  included, 
were  carried  much  farther  to  leeward  than  to  windward.  The  e£fect 
of  a  violent  thunderstorm  and  downpour  of  rain  in  exalting  the  sound 
was  noticed  by  observers  both  to  windward  and  to  leeward  of  the 
Foreland.  In  the  rear  of  the  syren  its  range  to-day  was  about  a  mile» 
At  right  angles  to  the  axis,  and  to  windward,  it  was  about  the  same. 
To  leeward  it  reached  a  distance  of  7^  miles. 

On  the  24th,  when  observations  were  made  afloat  in  the  steam-tug 
'  Palmerston,'  the  syren  exhibited  a  clear  mastery  over  gun  and  horns. 
The  TyiftYiTniim  range  was  7f  miles.  The  wind  had  changed  from 
W.8.W.  to  S.B.,  then  to  E.  As  a  consequence  of  this,  the  syren 
was  heard  loudly  in  the  streets  of  Dover.  On  the  27th  the  wind 
wag  E.N.E. ;  and  the  syren-sound  penetrated  everywhere  through 
Dover,  rising  over  the  moaning  of  the  wind  and  all  other  noises.  It 
was  heard  at  a  distance  of  6  miles  from  the  Foreland  on  the  road  to 
Folkestone,  and  would  probably  have  been  heard  all  the  way  to 
Folkestone  had  not  the  experiments  ceased.  Afloat  and  in  the  axis, 
with  a  high  wind  and  sea,  the  syren,  and  it  only,  reached  to  a  distance 
of  6  miles ;  at  5  miles  it  was  heard  through  the  paddle-noises.  On 
the  28th  further  experiments  were  made  on  the  influence  of  pitch,  the 
syren  when  generating  480  waves  a  second  being  found  more  e£fective 
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than  when  generating  300  waves  a  second.     The  mftTiiYmTn  range  in 
the  axis  on  this  day  was  7^  miles. 

The  29th  of  October  was  a  day  of  extraordinary  optical  trans- 
parency, but  by  no  means  transparent  acoustically.  The  gun  was  the 
greatest  sufferer.  At  first  it  was  barely  heard  at  5  miles ;  but  after- 
wards it  was  tried  at  6^,  4^,  and  2^  miles,  and  was  heard  at  none  of 
these  distances.  The  syren  at  the  same  time  was  distinctly  heard. 
The  sun  was  shining  strongly;  and  to  its  augmenting  power  the 
enfeeblement  of  the  gun-sound  was  doubtless  due.  At  3^  miles,  sub- 
sequently, dead  to  windward,  the  syren  was  faintly  heard ;  the  gun 
was  unheard  at  2|  miles.  On  land  the  syren  and  horn-sounds  were 
heard  to  windwai^  at  2  to  2^  miles,  to  leeward  at  7  miles ;  while  in 
the  rear  of  the  instruments  they  were  heard  at  a  distance  of  5  miles, 
or  five  times  as  far  as  they  had  been  heard  on  October  23. 

The  30th  October  furnished  another  illustration  of  the  &llacy  of 
the  notion  which  considers  optical  and  acoustic  transparency  to  go 
hand  in  hand.  The  day  was  very  hazy,  the  white  cliffs  of  the  Fore- 
land at  the  greater  distances  being  quite  hidden ;  still  the  gun-  and 
syren-sounds  reached  on  the  bearing  of  the  Vame  light-vessel  to  a 
distance  of  11^  miles.  The  syren  was  heard  through  the  paddle- 
noises  at  9^  miles,  while  at  8^  miles  it  became  efficient  as  a  signal 
with  the  paddles  going.  The  horns  were  heard  at  6^  miles.  This 
was  during  calm.  Subsequently,  with  a  wind  from  the  N.N.W.,  no 
sounds  were  heard  at  6^  miles.  On  land,  the  wind  being  across  the 
direction  of  the  sound,  the  syren  was  heard  only  to  a  distance  of 
3  miles  N.E.  of  the  Foreland;  in  the  other  direction  it  was  heard 
plainly  on  Folkestone  Pier,  8  miles  distant.  Both  gun  and  horns 
£uled  to  reach  Folkestone. 

Wind,  rain,  a  rough  sea,  and  great  acoustic  opacity  characterized 
October  31.  Both  gun  and  horns  were  unheard  3  miles  away,  the 
syren  at  the  same  time  being  clearly  heard.  It  afterwards  forced  its 
sound  with  great  power  through  a  violent  rain-squall.  Wishing  the 
same  individual  judgment  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  sounds  on 
both  sides  of  the  Foreland,  in  the  absence  of  our  steamer,  which  had 
quitted  us  for  safety,  I  committed  the  observations  to  Mr.  Douglass. 
He  heard  them  at  2  miles  on  the  Dover  side,  and  on  the  Sandwich 
side,  with  the  same  intensity,  at  6  miles. 

A  gap  (employed  by  the  engineers  in  making  arrangements  for 
pointing  the  syren  in  any  required  direction)  here  occurred  in  our 
observations.  They  were  resumed,  however,  on  November  21,  when 
comparative  experiments  were  made  upon  the  gun  and  syren.  Both 
sources  of  sound,  when  employed  as  fog-signals,  will  not  unfrequently 
have  to  cover  an  arc  of  180"^;  and  it  was  desirable  to  know  with 
greater  precision  how  the  sound  is  affected  by  the  direction  in  which 
ihe  gun  or  syren  is  pointed. 

The  gun,  therefore,  was  in  the  first  instance  pointed  on  us  and 
fired,  then  turned  and  fired  along  a  line  perpendicular  to  that  joining 
us  and  it.     There  was  a  sensible,  though  small,  difference  between 
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the  sounds  which  reached  us  in  the  two  cases.  A  similar  experiment 
was  made  with  the  syren ;  and  here  the  falling  off  when  the  instru- 
ment was  pointed  perpendicular  to  the  line  joining  us  and  it  was  yery 
considerable.  This  is  what  is  to  be  expected ;  for  the  trumpet  asso- 
ciated with  the  syren  is  expressly  intended  to  gather  up  the  sound  and 
project  it  in  a  certain  direction,  while  no  such  object  is  in  view  in  the 
construction  of  the  gun.  The  experiments  here  referred  to  were  amply 
corroborated  by  others  made  on  November  22  and  23. 

On  both  of  these  days  the  ^  Galatea's '  guns  were  fired  to  windward 
and  to  leeward.  The  aerial  echoes  in  the  latter  case  were  distinctly 
louder  and  longer  than  in  the  former.  The  experiment  has  been 
repeated  m&ny  times,  and  always  with  the  same  result. 

In  front  of  the  Gomhill  Coastguard  Station^  and  only  1^  mile 
from  the  Foreland,  the  syren,  on  the  21st,  though  pointed  towards  us, 
fell  suddenly  and  considerably  in  power.  Before  reaching  Dover 
Pier  it  had  ceased  to  be  heard.  The  wind  was  here  against  the 
sound ;  but  this,  though  it  contributed  to  the  effect,  could  not  account 
for  it,  nor  could  the  proximity  of  the  shadow  account  for  it.  To  these 
two  causes  must  have  been  added  an  acoustically  flocculent  though 
optically  transparent  atmosphere.  The  experiment  demonstrates  con- 
clusively that  there  are  atmospheric  and  local  conditions  which,  when 
combined,  prevent  our  most  powerful  instruments  from  making  more 
than  a  distant  approach  to  the  performance  which  writers  on  fog- 
signals  have  demanded  of  them. 

On  November  24  the  sound  of  the  syren,  pointed  to  windward, 
was  compared  at  equal  distances  in  front  of  and  behind  the  instru- 
ment. It  was  louder  to  leeward  in  th^  rear  than  at  equal  distances  to 
windward  in  front.  Hence,  in  a  wind,  the  desirability  of  pointing 
the  instrument  to  windward.  The  whistles  were  tested  this  day  in 
comparison  with  the  syren  deprived  of  its  trumpet.  The  Canadian 
and  the  8-inch  whistles  proved  the  most  effective;  but  the  naked 
syren  was  as  well  heard  as  cither  of  them.  As  regards  opacity, 
the  25th  of  November  almost  rivalled  the  3rd  of  JiQy.  The  gun 
failed  to  be  heard  at  a  distance  of  2 '  8  miles,  and  it  yielded  only  a 
fiaint  crack  at  2^  miles. 

Meanwhile  this  investigation  has  given  us  a  knowledge  of  the 
atmosphere  in  its  relation  to  sound,  of  which  no  notion  had  been  pre- 
viously entertained.  While  the  velocity  of  sound  has  been  the  subject 
of  refined  and  repeated  experiments,  I  am  not  aware  that  dince  the 
publication  of  a  celebrated  paper  by  Dr.  Derham  in  the  '  Philosophical 
Transactions '  for  1708,  any  systematic  inquiry  has  been  made  into 
the  causes  which  affect  the  intensity  of  sound  in  the  atmosphere. 
Derham's  results,  though  obtained  at  a  time  when  the  means  of  inves- 
tigation were  very  defective,  have  apparently  been  accepted  with 
unquestioning  trust  by  all  subsequent  writers — a  fact  which  is,  I 
think,  in  some  part  to  be  ascribed  to  the  a  priori  probability  of  his 
conclusions. 
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Thus  Dr.  Bobinson,  relying  apparently  npon  Derham,  says,  '*  Fog 
is  a  powerful  damper  of  sound/'  and  he  gives  us  physical  reason  why  it 
must  be  so.  ^  It  is  a  mixture  of  air  and  globules  of  water,  and  at  each  of 
the  innumerable  surfaces  where  these  two  touch,  a  portion  of  the  vibra- 
tion is  reflected  and  lost."  And  he  adds  farther  on,  *'  The  remarkable 
power  of  fogs  to  deaden  the  report  of  guns  has  been  often  noticed." 

Assuming  it,  moreover,  as  probable  that  the  measure  of  "  a  fog's 
power  in  stopping  sound "  bears  some  simple  relation  to  its  opacity 
for  light.  Dr.  Bobinson,  adopting  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Alexander  Cun- 
ningham, states  that  ^  the  distance  at  which  a  given  object,  say  a  flag 
or  pole,  disappears,  may  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  the  fog's  power " 
to  obstruct  the  sound.  This  is  quite  in  accordance  with  prevalent 
notions ;  and  granting  that  the  sound  is  dissipated,  as  assumed,  by 
reflexion  from  the  particles  of  fog,  the  conclusion  follows  that  the 
greater  the  number  of  the  reflecting  particles,  the  greater  wiU  be 
the  waste  of  sound.  But  the  number  of  particles,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  density  of  the  fog,  is  declared  by  its  action  upon  light ;  hence  the 
optical  opacity  will  be  a  measure  of  the  acoustic  opacity. 

This,  I  say,  expresses  the  opinion  generally  entertained,  "  clear, 
still  air"  being  regarded  as  the  best  vehicle  for  sound.  We  have 
not,  as  stated  above,  experimented  in  really  dense  fogs;  but  the 
experiments  actually  made  entirely  destroy  the  notion  that  clear 
weather  is  necessarily  better  for  the  transmission  of  sound  than  thick 
weather.  Some  of  our  days  of  densest  acoustic  opacity  have  been 
marvellously  clear  optically,  while  some  of  our  days  of  thick  haze 
have  shown  themselves  highly  favourable  to  the  transmission  of 
sound.  Were  the  physical  cause  of  the  sound-waste  that  above 
assigned,  did  that  waste  arise  in  any  material  degree  from  reflexion 
at  the  limiting  surfaces  of  the  particles  of  haze,  this  result  would 
be  inexplicable. 

Again;  Derham,  as  quoted  by  Sir  John  Herschel,  says  that 
'*  falling  rain  tends  powerfully  to  obstruct  sound."  We  have  had 
repeated  reversals  of  this  conclusion.  Some  of  our  observations  have 
been  made  on  days  when  rain  and  hail  descended  with  a  perfectly 
tropical  fury ;  and  in  no  single  case  did  the  rain  deaden  the  sound ; 
in  every  case,  indeed,  it  had  precisely  the  opposite  effect. 

But  falling  snow,  according  to  Derham,  offers  a  more  serious 
obstacle  than  any  other  meteorological  agent  to  the  transmission  of 
sound.  We  have  not  extended  our  observations  at  the  South 
Foreland  into  snowy  weather ;  but  an  observation  of  my  own  made 
on  December  29,  in  the  Alps,  during  a  heavy  snowstorm,  distinctly 
negatives  the  statement  of  Derham. 

Beverting  to  the  case  of  fog,  I  am  unable  in  modem  observations 
to  discover  anything  conclusive  as  to  its  alleged  power  of  deadening 
sound.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  a  very  interesting  lecture 
on  fog-signals  delivered  by  Mr.  Beazeley  before  the  United  Service 
Institution ;  and  I  have  carefully  perused  the  printed  report  of  that 
lecture,  and  of  a  paper  previously  communicated  by  Mr.  Beazeley  to 
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the  iDstitution  of  Civil  Engineers.  But  in  neither  of  these  pains- 
taking compilations  can  I  £nd  any  adequate  evidence  of  the  alleged 
power  of  fogs  to  deaden  sound. 

Indeed  dnring  the  discussion  which  followed  the  reading  of  Mr. 
Beazeley's  paper,  an  important  observation  in  an  opposite  sense  was 
mentioned  bj  Mr.  Douglass,  to  whose  ability  and  accuracy  as  an 
observer  I  am  able  to  bear  the  strongest  testimony.  Mr.  Donglaes 
stated  that  be  had  found  in  his  experience  but  little  difference  in  the 
travelling  of  sound  in  foggy  or  in  clear  weather.  He  had  distinctly 
heard  in  a  fog,  at  the  Smalls  rock  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  guns  fiied 
at  Milford  Haven,  25  miles  away.  Mr.  Beazeley,  moreover,  has 
heard  the  Lundy-Island  gun  "at  Hartland  Point,"  a  distance  of 
10  miles,  during  dense  fog.  Mr.  Beazeley's  conclusion,  indeed, 
accurately  expresses  the  state  of  our  knowledge  when  he  wrote.  In 
winding  up  his  paper,  he  admitted  "  that  the  subject  appeared  to  be 
very  little  known,  and  that  the  more  it  was  looked  into  the  more 
apparent  became  the  fact  that  the  evidence  as  to  the  effect  of  fog  upon 
soxmd  is  extremely  conflicting."  When,  therefore,  it  is  alleged,  as  it 
is  so  often  alleged,  that  the  power  of  fogs  to  deaden  sound  is  well 
known,  the  disjunctive  not  is  to  be  inserted  before  the  predicate. 

The  real  enemy  to  the  transmission  of  sound  through  the  atmo- 
sphere has,  I  think,  been  clearly  revealed  by  the  foregoing  inquiry. 
That  enemy  has  been  proved  to  be  not  rain,  nor  hail,  nor  haze,  nor 
fog,  nor  snow — not  water  in  fact  in  either  a  liquid  or  a  solid  form, 
but  water  in  a  vaporous  form,  mingled  with  air  so  as  to  render 
it  acoustically  turbid  and  flocculent.  This  acoustic  turbidity  often 
occurs  on  days  of  surprising  optical  transparency.  Any  system  of 
measures,  therefore,  founded  on  the  assumption  that  the  optic  and 
acoustic  transparency  of  the  atmosphere  go  hand  in  hand  must  prove 
delusive. 

There  is  but  one  solution  of  this  difficulty:  it  is  to  make  the 
source  of  sound  so  powerful  as  to  be  able  to  endure  loss  by  partial 
reflexion,  and  still  retain  a  sufficient  residue  for  transmission.  Of  all 
the  instruments  hitherto  examined  by  us  the  syren  comes  nearest  to 
the  fulfilment  of  this  condition ;  and  its  establishment  upon  our  coasts 
will,  in  my  opinion,  prove  an  incalculable  boon  to  the  mariner. 

An  account  of  the  observations  made  during  the  reoent  f(^  adds 
the  force  of  demonstration  to  others  recorded  in  the  paper,  that  fogs 
possess  no  such  power  of  stifling  sound  as  that  hitherto  ascribed  to 
them.  Indeed,  the  melting  away  of  fog  on  December  13  was  accom- 
panied by  an  acoustic  darkening  of  the  atmosphere,  so  great  that, 
at  a  point  midway  between  the  eastern  end  of  the  Serpentine,  where 
a  whistle  was  sounded,  and  the  bridge,  the  sound  possessed  less  than 
one-fourth  of  the  intensity  which  it  possessed  on  the  day  of  densest  fog. 

Thus,  I  think,  has  been  removed  the  last  of  a  congeries  of  errors 
which  for  more  ^n  a  century  and  a  half  have  been  associated  with 
the  transmission  of  sound  by  the  atmosphere.  [J.  T.] 
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WEEBIiT  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  Janiiary  23,  1874. 

Gbobgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.E.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

J.  J.  STLTiESTBa,  Esq.  M.A.  LL.D.  F.B.S. 

OOBSBflPOHDISa  XBMBXR  GW  THB  IKgTITDYB  OF  FBAXCB. 

On  recent  Discoveries  in  Mechanical  Conversion  of  Motion. 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  subject  he  proposed  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  meeting  related  mainly  to  the  discovery  of  a  perfect 
parallel  motion, — that  is  to  say,  of  a  mode  of  producing  motion  in 
a  straight  line  by  a  system  of  pure  link-work  without  the  aid  of 
grocvee  or  wheel-work,  or  any  other  means  of  constraint  than  that  due 
to  fixed  centres,  and  joints  for  attaching  or  connecting  rigid  bars.  This 
important  discovery  was  made  by  M.  Peaucellier,  an  officer  of  Engineers 
in  the  French  army  * — and  first  published  by  him,  in  the  form  of  a 
question,  in  the  '  Annales  de  Mathematique '  in  the  year  1864,  and 
subsequently  formed  the  subject  of  two  communications  to  the  '*  Soci^t^ 
Philomathique  "  of  Paris  by  Captain  Manheim,  but  seems  not  to  have 
received  the  attention  it  deserved  from  that  learned  body,  and  may 
be  said  to  have  passed  into  oblivion ;  so  much  so,  that  when  redis- 
covered by  a  young  student  of  the  University  of  St.  Petersburg,  of  the 
name  of  Lipkin,  several  years  subsequently,  the  discovery  was  attri- 
buted to  Lipkin  instead  of  to  Peaucellier  even  in  works  published  in 
the  French  language,  and  so  recently  as  1873  by  M.  Colignan,  in  his 
'  Traite  de  Cin6matique.'  The  eminent  Professor  Tchebicheff  had  long 
occupied  himself  with  the  question,  but  with  less  than  his  usual  success 
in  overcoming  difficulties  insuperable  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Lipkin 
was  a  student  in  his  class,  and  may  thus  have  had  his  attention  turned 
to  the  question ;  at  all  events,  Professor  Tchebiche£f's  warm  interest  in 
the  subject  was  displayed  by  his  bringing  Lipkin's  name  before  the 
Bussian  Government,  and  securing  for  him  a  substantial  reward  for  his 
supposed  original  discovery.  Before  Peaucellier's  time  all  so-called 
parallel  motions  were  imperfect,  and  gave  merely  approximate  recti- 

*  Now  Colonel  Peaucellier,  and  in  command  of  the  fortress  of  Toul ;  at  the 
time  of  his  discoverv  lieutenant  and  offioier  d'ordonnanoe  on  the  staff  of  the  '*  illas- 
trions  Marshal  Niex." 
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linear  motion  ;  *  in  Bubstance  they  will  be  without  exception  found  to 
be  merely  modifications  of  Watt's  original  construction,  and  to  depend 
on  the  motion  of  a  point  in,  or  rigidly  connected  with,  a  bar  joining 
the  extremities  of  two  other  bars  rotating  round  fixed  centres,  which 
may  be  described  briefly  as  three-bar  motion.      Peaucellier's  exact 

*  The  late  lamented  Professor  Bankine,  in  his  treatise  on  Millwork,  and  else- 
where, mentions  a  so-called  *^exact  parallel  motion,"  the  invention  of  which  he 
dubiously  assigns  to  Mr.  Scott  BnsselL  In  its  exact  fonn  this  is  no  paraUel 
motion  at  all,  for  it  works  by  means  of  a  slide,  and  in  its  modified  fonn  it  ceases 
to  be  exact,  the  motion  produced  being  no  longer  truly  rectilinear. 

Mr.  Kaulbaoh,  a  mechanical  draughtsman,  resident  in  London,  has  shown  the 
speaker  a  sketch  of  a  very  ingenious  ^rucut-parallel  motion,  which  he  took  the  first 
steps  to  patent  a  year  or  two  ago,  but  has  not  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  pro- 
ceed with  it  further.  Its  principle  depends  upon  finding  a  curve  made  to  rotate 
about  a  fixed  point,  and  enjoying  the  property  that  the  tangent  to  each  point  of 
it,  as  that  point  passes  a  given  vertical  line,  shall  take  up  a  horizontal  position. 
A  piston-iod  is  guided  in  the  direction  of  such  vertical  line,  and  the  beam, 
which  always  presses  on  a  friction  wheel  attached  to  the  rod,  is  so  shaped  in  its 
outward  contour  as  to  satisfy  the  above  condition ;  the  consequence  is  that  the 
reaction  on  the  piston-rod  can  only  take  effect  vertically,  •'.  e,  in  the  direction  of  its 
motion,  and  no  lateral  pressure  is  produced. 

Peaucellier's  invention  effects  the  perfect  conversion  of  circular  into  linear 
motion.  An  easy  practical  deduction  from  this  is  the  conversion  of  spherical 
into  plane  motion,  by  aid  of  universal  joints  and  other  familiar  modes  of  effecting 
free  motion  in  space,  of  a  shaft  about  a  fixed  point  or  round  another  shaft.  The 
announcement  of  these  facts  has  occasioned  many  persons  unacquainted  with  the 
technical  language  of  mechanism  to  suppose  that  the  discovery  of  Peaucellier  is 
connected  with  the  quadrature  of  the  circle  or  cubature  of  the  sphere,  and  led  to 
the  idea  that  the  speaker  was  in  possession  of  some  secret  for  fiattening  spheres 
and  turning  circles  into  right  lines.  Such  a  misconception  was  one  (as  indeed 
the  wide  extent  of  its  prevalence  demonstrates)  quite  likely  to  occur  even  to  intel- 
ligent persons  nntmined  in  mathematical  science.  TechnioEd  names  are  a  freqnent 
occasion  of  traps  to  the  uninitiated.  A  lady  present  at  ono  of  Mr.  Norman 
Lockyer's  course  of  lectures  on  Spectral  Analysis,  near  the  close  of  it  was  over- 
heard inquiring  with  some  anxiety  as  to  '*  when  the  spectres  might  be  expected 
to  make  their  appearance.'*  Names  are  of  course  all  important  to  the  progress  of 
thought,  and  the  invention  of  a  really  good  name,  of  which  the  want,  not  pre- 
viously perceived,  is  recognized,  when  supplied,  as  having  ought  to  be  felt,  is 
entitled  to  rank  on  a  level  in  importance  with  the  discovery  of  a  new  scientific 
theory.  Imagine  plane,  straight^  circle,  and  vou  are  potentially  a  geometer.  Think 
the  meaning  of  the  one  wordf  Syzygy^  and  the  logic  of  algebra  has  become  part  of 
your  being.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  cases  whero  over-naming  does 
harm.  The  speaker  has  no  doubt  that  if  reading  music  on  the  piano  with  the 
fingers  were  taught  without  the  intervention  of  learning  the  names  of  the  notes, 
twice  the  velocity  of  execution  (and  quick  reading  is  here  the  sxne-<pta-non  for  tlie 
exiutence  of  every  other  kind  of  excellence)  might  be  acquired  in  half  the  time 
required  under  the  present  systeuL  The  names  of  the  notes  of  course  would 
have  to  be  learned  at  a  later  sta^e  as  a  medium  for  discourse ;  but  they  should 
not  be  used  as  a  vehicle  for  obtaining  command  of  digitation,  as  such  use  amounta 
to  throwing  upon  the  brain  the  labour  of  going  through  two  steps  when  one  would 
suffice,  and  the  passage  of  a  direct  nervous  current  n'om  the  eye  to  the  touch  in 
the  act  of  reading,  even  at  an  advanced  stage,  becomes  by  foroe  of  habit  inter- 
rupted and  divei-ted  into  a  broken  channel.  The  new  method  for  learning  to 
read  on  the  pianoforte  here  suggested  may  be  distinguislicd  as  the  abnominal  or 
undenominational  or  tactile  method.  The  writer  is  propiired  to  bhow  in  detail 
how  it  can  be  carried  out  in  practice. 
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parallel  motion  depends  on  a  link-work  of  seven  bars  moying  like 
Watt's,  and  the  ol^er  imperfect  parallel  motions  of  the  same  dass 
romid  two  fixed  centres.* 


*  The  perfect  parallel  motion  of  Peaucellier  looks  bo  simple  and  moves  so 
ensily  that  people  who  see  it  at  work  almost  universally  express  astonishment 
that  it  wait^  so  long  to  be  disooyered.  The  idea  of  the  &cility  of  the  result  by 
a  natural  mental  illusion  gets  transferred  to  the  process  of  conception,  as  if  a 
healthy  babe  were  to  be  accepted  as  proof  of  an  easy  act  of  parturition.  No 
impression  can  be  more  erroneous.  The  speaker,  on  the  contrary,  the  more  he 
reflects  upon  the  problem  that  was  to  be  solved,  and  the  nature  of  the  solution 
(essentially  a  process  of  transformation  operating  on  polar  co-ordinates),  wonders 
the  more  that  it  was  ever  found  out,  and  can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  have 
been  discovered  for  a  hundred  years  to  come.  Viewed  a  priori  there  was  nothing 
to  lead  up  to  it.  It  bears  not  the  remotest  analogy  (except  in  the  fact  of  a  double 
centring)  to  Watt's  parallel  motion  or  any  of  its  progeny.  In  the  three-bar  motion 
the  two  fixed  points  aro  so  to  say  one  as  good  as  the  other,  there  is  no  distinction 
to  be  drawn  between  them ;  whereas  the  two  fixed  centres  (hereafter  designated  as 
the  fulcrum  and  pivot)  in  Peaucellier's  seven-bar  arrangement  are  absolutely  dis- 
similar in  position  and  function.  Peaucellier's  apparatus  naturally  resolves  itself 
into  a  cell  and  a  spare  link ;  no  such  decomposition  presents  itself  in  the  three- 
bar  motion.  Again,  looking  at  the  matter  a  posteriori^  it  occurs  to  many  well- 
grounded  mathematicians  to  suppose  that,  as  the  most  general  motion  of  a  link* 
work  of  seven  or  any  number  of  oars  for  each  possible  mode  of  conjunction  and 
centring  must  be  capable  of  being  expressed  by  a  general  algebraical  equation, 
the  particular  combination  for  rectilinear  motion,  when  such  motion  is  possible, 
ought  to  be  contained  therein  and  inferrible  therefrom  by  studying  under  what 
conditions  the  characteristic  of  the  general  equation  can  degenerate  into  a  power 
of  a  linear  function  or,  as  mi^ht  perhaps  happen  (and  would  be  sufficient  if  it 
did),  into  such  power  multiplied  oy  a  function  incapable  of  changing  its  sign. 
But  the  answer  to  this  is  that  practically  there  could  be  little  or  no  hope  of 
ever  obtaining  the  general  equation.  In  one-bar  motion  the  general  curve  (i.  e. 
a  oirde)  is  of  the  2nd  order;  in  three-bar  motion,  as  is  well  known,  of  the  6th 
order ;  very  likely,  therefore,  in  five-bar  motion  it  would  be  of  the  24th  order  at 
least;  and  in  seven-bar  motion,  of  the  120th  order  at  least  Tbe  equation  or 
system  of  equations  of  the  120th  order,  supposed  to  be  applicable  to  seven-bar 
motion,  one  could  hardly  dream  of  obtaining,  or  of  being  able  to  manipulate  if 
obtained.  Written  out  at  full  length  in  a  handwriting  of  moderate  size,  the  area 
of  a  very  large  room  might  be  insufficient  to  contain  the  whole  of  its  terms, 
which  would  consist  of  7381  groups,  and  might  be  tens  or  hundreds  of  thousands 
in  number.  No;  it  must  either  have  been  fallen  upon  in  a  chance  or  experi- 
mental-way, and  subsequently  verified  theoretically,  or  else  hit  off  in  some  suaden 
glow  of  insight  akin  to  but  of  a  much  intenser  degree  of  illumination  than  that 
under  which  Professor  Stokes  was  able  to  see  that  the  hydrodynamical  theorem 
of  lAgrange  before  him,  proved  imperfectly  by  its  author  and  others,  and  correctly 
but  with  great  difficulty  hy  Cauchy,  was  an  immediate  inference  from  the  pretty 
nearly  self-obyious  fact  of  the  complete  time-derivatives  of  the  three  quantities 
to  be  proved  if  ever  then  alioays  zero,  being  by  virtue  of  the  well-known  general 
hydroaynamical  equations,  ff^zvgetic  functions  of  these  quantities  themselves. 
Dr.  Tchebicheff  has  informed  the  writer  that  he  has  succeeded  in  proving  the 
non-existence  of  a  five-bar  link-work  capable  of  producing  a  perfect  parallel 
motion ;  he  is  probably  therefore  in  possession  of  the  actual  numerical  order  of 
the  general  equation  or  system  of  equations  applicable  to  this  case.  It  is  not 
proved,  and  may  not  be  true,  that  Peaucellier's  is  the  only  seven-bar  link-work 
that  will  solve  me  problem  of  a  perfect  parallel  motion.  Who  shall  say  whether 
there  may  not  exist  some  other  combination  of  seven  bars  in  which  the  same  or 
an  analogous  zig-zag  symmetry  to  that  which  exists  in  the  three-bar  auangement 
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To  understand  the  principle  of  Peanoellier's  link-work,  it  is  con- 
venient to  consider  previously  certain  properties  of  a  linkage*  (to  coin  a 
new  and  useful  word  of  general  application),  consisting  of  an  arrange- 
ment of  six  links,  obtained  in  the  following  manner : — first  conceive  a 
rhomb  or  diamond  formed  by  four  equal  links  joined  to  one  another ; 
and  now  suppose  a  pair  of  equal  links  to  be  joined  on  to  two  opposite 
angles  of  such  figure  and  to  each  other.  All  six  links  are  supposed  to 
lie  (and  to  be  constrained  by  the  nature  of  their  attachments  to  remain) 
in  the  same  plane.  The  point  of  junction  of  the  last-named  pair  of  links 
(which  it  will  be  found  convenient  to  caU  the  fulcrum),  according  as 
they  are  greater  or  smaller  than  the  sides  of  the  diamond,  will  lie  out- 
side or  inside  the  diamond.  The  linkage  consisting  of  the  six  links 
may  be  termed  a  positive  eeU  in  the  one  case  and  a  negative  ceU  in  the 
other.l    it  is  easily  seen,  as  a  geometrical  necessity,  &at  the  fulcrum, 

may  reappear  1  This  is  a  point  which  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  subject  to 
doubt. 

*  A  link-wotk  consists  of  an  odd  number  of  bars,  a  linkage  of  an  even  number. 
A  linkage  may  be  converted  into  a  link-work  additively  by  fixing  one  point  of  it 
as  a  fulcrum  and  attaching  a  second  point  disconnected  from  the  first  by  a  new 
link  to  another  fulcrum,  or  aHAatively  by  fixing  two  ends  of  a  link,  which  may 
then  be  removed.  When  one  point  only  of  a  linkage  is  fixed,  any  other  point 
may  be  made  to  describe  an  arbitrary  curve,  but  then  the  path  of  every  other 
point  becomes  prescribed.  In  order  for  a  combination  of  links  to  fulfil  this  so 
to  say  fatalistic  condition,  and  to  entitle  it  to  the  name  of  a  linkage  in  the 
speaker's  sense,  which  when  greater  precision  is  required  may  be  distinguished 
as  a  perfect  linlcage,  equivalent  to  the  French  systeme  de  tiges  a  liaison  complete^  a 
numerical  relation  must  be  satisfied  between  the  number  of  links  and  the  number 
of  joints,  viz,  three  times  the  number  of  links  must  be  four  greater  than  twice 
the  number  of  joints.  In  applying  this  rule  it  must  be  understood  that,  if  three 
links  are  jointed  together,  the  junction  counts  for  two  joints;  if  four  are  jointed 
together,  for  three  joints;  and  so  on.  A  compass  or  a  pair  of  scissors  is  the 
simplest  kind  of  linkage ;  a  set  of  lazy-tongs  is  another ;  a  Peaucellier  cell,  sub- 
sequently described  in  the  text,  a  third.  If  no  three  joints  lie  on  the  same  link, 
the  above  numerical  relation  between  joints  and  links  may  be  stated  in  another 
form,  viz,  twice  the  number  of  joints  is  four  greater  than  the  number  of  links. 
But  in  applying  the  rule  in  this  form  all  joints  count  alike  as  units,  and  for  a 
simple  compass  the  ends  must  be  reckoned  as  joints. 

t  Mr.  Penrose,  the  eminent  architect  and  surveyor  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral, 
the  scientific  expositor  and  elucidutor  in  succession  to  Mr.  Pennethome  of  the 
surprising  law  of  curvilinearity  in  the  temples  of  the  Greeks,  has  put  up  a  house- 
pump  worked  by  a  negative  Peaucellier  cell,  to  the  great  wonderment  of  the 
plumbs  employed,  who  could  hardly  believe  his  senses  when  he  saw  the  sling 
attached  to  tlie  piston-rod  moving  in  a  true  vertical  line,  instead  of  wobbling  as 
usual  from  side  to  side.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  perfect  parallel 
motion  ^ould  not  be  employed  with  equal  advantage  in  the  construction  of 
ordinary  water-closets.  The  author  has  been  admitted  to  see  the  geometriciU 
pump  at  work  in  Mr.  Penrose's  kitchen  at  Wimbledon.  A  sister  pump  of  the 
ordinary  construction  stands  beside  it.  The  former,  although  quite  as  compact 
as  its  neighbour,  throws  up  a  considerably  larger  head  of  water  with  the  same 
sweep  of  &e  handle.  Its  elegance,  and  the  friotionless  ease  with  which  it  can  be 
worked  (beauty  as  usual  the  stamp  and  seal  of  perfection)  have  made  it  the  pet  of 
the  household.  Some  circular  steps  outside  Bt.  Paul's  Cathedral  veir  lately  re- 
quiring repair,  Mr.  Penrose  employed  a  circulo-ciroularly-adjusted  Peaucellier 
cell  to  cut  out  templets  in  zinc  for  we  purpose.    The  radius  of  the  steps  is  about 
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in  whatever  way  the  linkage  is  moved  abont,  wiU  always  lie  in  a 
straight  line  with  the  two  free  angles  of  the  diamond,  which  may  be 
called  its  poles,  and  the  distances  of  these  poles  from  the  folcnun,  or 

40  feet,  but  to  the  great  comfort  and  delectation  of  his  clerk  of  the  works,  they 
were  able  to  operate  with  a  radius  of  not  more  than  6  or  7  feet  in  length.  General 
Bir  H.  James,  B.E.,  lately  gave  a  lecture  on  the  subject  at  Southampton,  and 
informs  the  writer  that  this  has  been  the  means  of  inducing  a  gentleman  of 
fortune  residing  there,  well  known  in  the  yachting  world,  to  fit  up  a  marine 
engine  with  a  Peaucellier  parallel  motion  to  use  on  board  a  steam  yacht. 

A  very  good  idea  of  the  form  and  operation  of  a  negative  cell  may  be  gained  by 
putting  together  the  fore-fingers  and  ring-fingers  of  the  two  hands,  and  placing  one 
middle  finger  a  little  over  the  other  so  as  to  keep  all  six  fingers  in  the  same  plane. 
The  first  Peaucellier  cell  constructed  in  this  country  was  a  positive  one,  made  by 
the  speaker's  friend,  the  eminent  musician  and  inventor  of  the  larvngoscope,  Mr. 
Manuel  Garcia,  Ph.D.,  who  happened  to  visit  him  shortlv  after  his  memorable 
interview  with  Dr.  Tcnebicheff,  in  which  that  great  mathematician  announced 
in  answer  to  his  inquiries  after  the  progress  of  ttie  disproof  of  the  impossibility 
<^  the  exact  conversion  of  circular  into  rectilinear  motion,  which  had  eo  long 
occupied  the  attention  of  his  illustrious  guest,  that  it,  the  thing  itself,  not  the 
proof  of  its  impossibility,  had  been  actually  effected  in  France,  and  subsequently 
m  Bnssia,  by  a  freshman  student  in  his  own  class.  He  showed  Mr.  Gkiroia  the 
drawing  of  the  cell  and  mounting  left  by  Tchebicheff,  and  the  next  day  was 
gratified  by  receiving  from  him  a  model  constructed  with  a  few  pieces  of  wood, 
fastened  together  with  nails  as  pivots,  which,  rough  as  it  was,  worked  perfectly, 
and  drew  forth  the  most  lively  expressions  of  admiration  from  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  members  of  the  Philosophical  Club  of  the  Boyal  Society 
(not  mathematicians,  but  naturalists,  geologists,  chemists,  and  physicists),  when 
it  was  brought  in  with  the  dessert,  to  be  seen  by  them  after  dinner,  as  is  the 
laudable  custom  among  the  members  of  that  eminent  body  in  making  known  to 
each  other  the  latest  scientific  novelties.  Presently  after  the  speaker  exhibited  the 
same  model  in  the  hall  of  the  Athenaeum  Club  to  his  brilliant  friend  Sir  William 
Thomson,  of  Glasgow,  who  nursed  it  as  if  it  had  been  his  own  child,  and  when  a 
motion  was  made  to  relieve  him  of  it,  replied,  '*  No  1 1  have  not  had  nearly  enough 
of  it — it  is  the  most  beautiful  thing  I  have  ever  seen  in  my  life."  This  rude  but 
invaluable  model  ought  to  be  preserved  in  some  physical  laboratory  as  a  historical 
relic  It  served  as  an  instrument  by  which  the  speaker  in  every  case  where 
it  was  seen  gained  immediate  converts  to  the  belief  of  the  importance  of  Peau- 
oellier's  great  discovery,  whereas  a  mere  geometrical  diagram  would  have  been  as 
little  regarded  as  a  figure  of  the  celebrated  asses*  bridge  in  Euclid  at  last,  so 
great  is  the  difference  of  the  impression  produced  on  the  practical  English  mind 
by  the  esse  and  the  posM— being  told  how  a  thing  ought  to  act,  and  seeing  it  actu- 
ally going.  Considering  the  extraordinary  conversions  worked  with  Mr.  Garcia's 
model,  it  would  not  be  unsuitable  to  write  in  letters  of  gold  on  the  board  attached 
to  it  which  gives  support  to  the  two  frail  centres,  the  &mous  motto  of  Con- 
stantine — "  In  hoc  signo  vinces." 

Apropos  of  the  mistaken  impressions  of  great  men.  Did  not  Newton  live  and 
die  in  the  belief  of  the  incurability  of  chromatic  dispersion ;  Cay  ley,  affirm  the 
infinitude  of  the  number  of  the  aszygetio  invariants  of  binary  quantios  beyond 
the  sixth  order,  thereby  arresting  for  many  years  the  proereas  of  the  triumphal 
car  which  he  had  played  a  principal  i>art  in  setting  in  motion ;  Pontecoulant  the 
possibility  of  the  existence  of  a  rotating  fluid  ellipsoid  of  equilibrium  for  other 
than  forms  of  revolution  ? 

And  as  regards  the  speaker  himself,  twenty  years  ago  be  emitted  in  the 
'  Philosophical  Magazine '  a  conjectural  criterion  for  distinguishing  a  priori,  geo- 
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al  linos  which  represent  those  distances,  may  be  called  the  arms 
cell.  It  is  upon  the  geometrical  relation  between  these  anns 
3  remarkable  mechanical  properties  of  Peaucellier's  cell  depend. 
11  may  be  made  to  chango  its  form  like  a  set  of  lazy- tongs  or 
ler  kind  of  linkage,  by  closing  or  opening  the  diamond :  as  this 

evidently  the  lengths  of  the  arms  alter ;  but  it  will  be  found, 
3apable  of  easy  geometrical  proof,  that  they  remain  subject  to  a 
nple  condition,  viz.  one  increases  just  as  much  as  the  other  de- 
,  so  that  their  product  remains  invariable ;  this  product  is 
K>  the  difference  between  the  square  of  either  of  the  links 

the  connectors)  proceeding  to  lie  fulcnmi  and  the  square  of 
ie  of  the  diamond,  to  which  we  may  give  the  name  of  the 
s  of  the  cell.  The  speaker  illustrated  this  property  eiperi- 
y,  using  a  negative  cell  for  the  purpose.  When  the  fulcrum 
dway  between  the  two  poles  each  arm  was  12  inches  in  length, 
one  arm  was  made  18  inches  the  other  was  found  to  be  8 ; 
^ain  it  was  stretched  to  the  length  of  24  inches  the  other  was  6, 
on,  the  product  of  the  two  remaining  always  144  ;  or,  reckon- 
feet,  to  the  lengths  1,  f,  2,  3  of  one  arm  corresponded  the 

h  h  h  i  ^^  *^®  other ;  showing  that  the  length  of  one  arm 

governed  by  the  length  of  the  other  as  that  the  numbers 
g  the  two  were  always  inverse  or  reciprocal  to  each  other 
be  modulus  is  taken  as  unity.  Hence  a  Peaucellier's  cell  may 
eniently  termed  a  Reciprocator  or  Inverter.  If  we  were  to  sup- 
3  connectors  at  their  free  ends,  instead  of  being  attached  to  the 
;les  of  the  diamond,  to  be  joined  on  to  two  adjoining  sides  in 
manner  as  to  become  parallel  to  the  other  pair  of  sides,.thi8 
ism  would  continue  to  subsist  for  all  positions  of  the  linkage, 

arms  or  distances  of  the  fulcrum  from  the  opposite  angles  or 
*  the  diamond  would  still  remain  in  the  same  right  line,  but 
[ition  between  them  would  now  be  one  of  direct  instead  of 

proportion.     Conceive  the  fulcrum  in  such  an  arrangement  to 

fixed.  Since  we  can  not  only  alter  the  angles  of  the  diamond, 
ke  the  whole  arrangement  turn  round  the  fixed  point,  we  can 
ther  pole  describe  any  plane  curve  whatever :  the  other  pole 
n  describe  a  curve  precisely  similar  in  shape,  but  drawn  on  a 
t  scale,  as  in  any  ordinary  pantigraph.* 

niversity  of  Cambridge,  (as  a  sort  of  Ptitriarch  of  the  West,  and  recog- 
kial  Defender  of  the  Faith  (as  it  is  in  Euclid)  for  the  British  isles),  by 
ftrt,  of  Oakland,  California,  U.S.,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  speedily 
n  the  same  jouruHl  where  the  erroneous  hypothetical  dogma  first  saw 
.  His  sin,  after  so  long  a  delay,  and  tra yelling  half  round  the  world  in 
[m,  has  found  him  out.  It  ought  to  be  added  that  Miss  Chart  does  not 
'  herself  the  merit  of  the  refutation,  but  represents  herself  as  having 
it  some  years  ago  from  a  gentleman  bearing  the,  to  geometrical  ears, 
is-sounding  name  of  Hesse. 

letlme,  according  to  the  authority  of  a  questionist  in  the  *  Educational 
jr  the  current  month,  sailed  a  Pentegram.  Theoretically  two  Peauoellier 

equivalent  to  a  Pentegram  ^for  we  may  change  r  into  —  by  one,  and 
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But  if  we  revert  to  the  Peaiicellier  cell  or  Beciprocator,  whether 
of  the  positive  or  negative  form,  aud  treat  it  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  supposed  pantigraphic  arrangement,  fixing  the  fulcrum,  and 
making  one  of  the  poles  — t.e.  an  extremity  of  one  of  the  arms — 
describe  any  plane  curve,  the  other  pole  will  no  longer  describe  a 
similar  curve,  but  what  in  the  language  of  geometry  is  termed  an 
inverse  of  the  curve  in  question,  the  fulcrum  being  the  origin  of  the 
inversion. 

Suppose  now  one  of  the  poles  is  made  to  describe  a  circle,  the 
other  will  describe  the  inverse  of  a  circle,  which  geometricians  are 
well  aware  will  in  general  be  another  circle,  subject  to  the  exception 
that  if  the  arc  described  by  one  pole  is  part  of  a  circle  passing 
through  the  fulcrum,  which  is  here  the  origin  of  the  inversion,  the 
path  of  the  second  pole  will  be  no  longer  a  circle,  but  a  perfect 
straight  line,  which,  under  a  mathematical  point  of  view,  may  be 
regarded  as  a  circle  with  an  infinite  radius.  If  then,  in  addition  to 
fixing  the  fulcrnm,  we  etill  further  constrain  the  motion  of  the 
Feaucellier  cell  by  attaching  one  of  the  poles  to  a  centre  (which  for 
the  sake  of  distinction  from  the  other  fixed  point  above  defined  we 
may  term  the  pivot)  round  which  it  can  revolve,  situated  at  an  equal 
distance  from  that  pole  and  the  fulcrum,  the  other  pole  will  describe 
a  perfect  straight  line  perpendicular  to  the  line  joining  the  fulcrum 
and  the  pivot.  We  have  thus  a  combination  of  seven  radiating  bars 
attached  to  two  fixed  centres,  one  point  of  which  describes  a  true 
rectilinear  path,  and  thus  the  long-sought-for  problem  of  a  perfect 
parallel  motion  meets  for  the  first  time  its  complete  solution.* 

that  into  K  r  by  the  other),  but  whilst  combinations  of  the  former  are  adequate 
to  the  transformation  of  r  into  any  algebniic  function  of  r,  the  latter  are  abso-  , 
lutely  sterile,  leading  only  to  the  one  single  sort  of  transformation  (if  it  may  be 
called  so),  r  into  K  r.  It  seems  then  going  loo  far  to  say  (ns  does  the  writer 
alluded  to  ahove)  that  the  germ  of  Peaucellier's  invention  is  contained  in  the 
Pentegram. 

*  The  centre  above  spoken  of  may  be  taken  in  the  line  itself,  which  joins  the 
|X)le8  and  the  fulcrum.  If  it  be  taken  not  too  far  out  of  this  position  of  symmetry 
It  will  in  the  course  of  the  motion  be  brought  into  such  position ;  but  if  it  be 
taken  at  starting  (as  it  may  be),  at  a  sufficiently  gretit  distimce  from  tlie  cell,  the 
position  of  symmetry  may  never  be  attained  throughout  the  whole  possible  course 
of  the  motion.  This  circumstance  has  been  generally  overlooked,  and  accordingly 
too  narrow  a  rule  has  been  given  for  the  conbtruction  of  a  Peaucellier  parallel 
motion,  viz.  it  is  laid  down  that  the  pivot  is  to  be  taken  midway  between  the 
fulcrum  and  one  of  the  poles  for  some  certain  position  of  the  instrument.  The 
poidtion  of  the  fulcrum  relative  to  the  two  poles  gives  rise  to  the  distinction 
between  a  negative  and  positive  cell ;  but  the  preoedii^g  remark  shows  that  there 
is  a  further  subdivision  of  Peaucellier  parallel  molionfr  clepending  on  the  length 
of  the  mounting  radius,  and  thsit  positive  and  negative  mounted  cells  each  of 
them  embrace  two  radically  different  forms  or  genera,  which  may  bo  distinguished 
as  the  symmetrical  and  non-symmetrical  respectively ;  in  the  one  form  there  exists 
a  position  where  the  first  lies  m  the  line  containing  the  fulcrum  and  the  two  poles, 
in  the  other,  no  such  position  can  be  found.  In  the  ordinary  rule  given  for  the 
construction  of  a  P.  P.  M.  only  the  former  of  these  two  genera  is  included  which, 
as  machines,  differ  between  themselves  as  much  as  do  the  ellipse  and  hyberbola 
as  curves. 
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The  speaker  illuBtrated  these  results  hj  various  modds  con- 
structed in  wood.  67  changing  the  length  of  the  radial  bar 
connecting  one  pole  of  the  ceU  with  a  fixed  point,  the  free  pole  was 
shown  to  describe  arcs  of  circles  convex  or  concave  to  the  fulcrum, 


It  onght  to  be  added  that  the  motion  of  the  paraliel-point  is  always  perpen- 
dicular to  the  line  of  ceutree,  and  in  every  position  makes,  with  the  line  contain- 
ing the  fulcram  and  the  poles  an  angle  equal  to  the  angle  contained  in  the  segment 
of  the  drole  (of  which  one  pole  describes  an  arc),  which  lies  between  it  and  the 
fulcrum.  If  we  join  the  two  fixed  centres  by  a  new  link,  and  then  unfix  them,  we 
obtain  a  linkage  of  ei^'ht  bars,  possessed  of  very  remarkable  properties,  of  one  of 
which  Peaucellier  has  availed  hmiself  to  obtain  a  mechanical  description  of  the 
Lima^on  of  Pascal,  which  is  the  inverse  of  a  conic  in  respect  to  the  focus  as  the 
organ  of  inversion. 

By  a  combination  of  such  linkages  it  is  possible  to  cause  any  number  of  points, 
otherwise  free,  to  remain  always  in  a  straight  line  with  each  other.  The  speaker 
believes  that  he  is  in  possession  of  a  bond  fide  valid  proof  of  the  proposition  assumed 
on  totally  insufficient  grounds  by  Peaucellier,  t>ijr.  that  every  algebraical  curve 
may  be  best  described  by  link-work.  The  proof  is  founded  on  the  union  of  the 
above  statement  (or  still  better,  one  founded  on  his  own  Kinomatical  Paradox 
subsequently  referred  to)  with  Grassman's  method  of  describing  algebraical  curves 
by  means  of  an  apparatus  of  fixed  points  and  lines ;  this  proposition,  as  far  as  con- 
cerns curves  of  we  first  nine  genera  (t.  e,  of  a  cwsality,  or,  so  to  eay,  circuit-com- 
plexity  not  transcending  the  9thjdegree),  and  also  for  curves  of  the  first  six  orders, 
or  for  any  order  where  the  degree  of  one  of  the  variables  in  the  representing 
equation  is  5  or  less,  he  had  already  demonstrated  by  a  direct  method.  In  using 
this  method  he  found  it  necessary  to  prove  that  a  general  algebraical  equation  of 
the  fifUi  degree  could  always  be  reduced  to  a  trinomial  form  by  real  transforma- 
tions, which,  by  Tsohimhausen's  (the  only  method  hitherto  applied),  as  often  as 
not,  is  incapable  of  being  done.  By  an  extension  of  the  principle  of  Tschimhausen's 
method  he  succeeded  in  establishing  this  important  algebraical  proposition.  A 
very  much  more  important  conclusion  relating  to  the  representation  of  every 
algebraical  function  (1.  e.  the  function  that  one  quantity  is  of  another  connected 
with  it  by  any  algeoraical  equation),  under  a  quasi-explicit  form,  he  believes 
he  can  show  may  be  deducea  from  the  transformed  Grassmanian  construction 
above  allude  to :  by  quasi-explicit,  meaning  a  foxm  capable  of  being  obtained 
by  tiie  elementarv  processes  of  addition,  multiplication,  change  of  sign,  and  reci- 

Srocation  wiUi  that  of  general  form-inversion  superadded.  Thus  Peaucellier's 
iscovery  seems  likely  to  throw  open  a  new  chapter  in  the  highest  summits  of 
Analysis,  no  less  important  in  the  theoretical  direction  than  its  numerous  appli- 
cations to  the  mechanical  arts  in  the  direction  of  practice. 

In  the  lineo-circular  or  parallel-motion  adjustment  imagine  the  connectors  to 
be  detached  from  the  angles  of  the  diamond,  and  joined  on  to  the  two  sides  of  the 
diamond,  which  meet  at  the  **  parallel  point,^  at  equid  distances  from  it.  Then 
the  motion  of  that  point  will  no  longer  be  in  a  straight  line,  but  in  a  circle. 

This  method  of  producing  one  circular  motion  from  another  (which  was  first 
given  by  the  speaker  in  the  '  Educational  Times ')  may  probably  be  found  to 
possess  importimt  practical  advantages  over  the  clrculo-circular  adjustment  of 
the  Peaucellier  cell  described  in  the  text  above. 

The  spef^er  exhibited  another  modification  of  the  Peaucellier  cell ;  like  it 
consisting  of  six  links,  but  having  the  property  that  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the 
two  arms  (instead  of  their  pro.luct)  remains  constant.  This  he  calls  a  quadratic- 
binomial  extractor. 

By  means  of  this  cell,  mounted  with  a  suitable  radius,  a  perfect  lemniscate 
may  be  described ;  and  what  is  very  interesting,  and  fiows  from  this  construction 
(but  was  first  observed  by  Dr.  Henrici),  the  same  curve  may  be  described  by 
means  of  a  binomial-extractor,  of  a  certain  kind,  reduced  to  a  link-work  by  the 
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according  as  the  ideal  circle,  in  an  arc  of  which  the  first-named  pole 
moTed,  fell  short  of  the  fulcrmn  or  contained  that  point  within  it ;  in 
the  limiting  case,  when  it  passed  through  the  fulcmm,  the  path  was 
shown  to  be  neither  convex  nor  concave,  but  a  straight  line  free  from 
all  curvature  in  either  direction.  This  was  further  verified  mechani- 
cally by  connecting  together  at  their  free  poles  two  perfectly  equal  and 
similar  mounted  cells.  If  the  tendency  of  either  of  these  was  to  deviate 
from  the  straight  path,  the  tendency  of  the  other  would  be  to  deviate  in 
the  contrary  direction ;  so  that  either  the  pair  of  mounted  cells  would 
become  an  absolute  fixture,  or  the  two  would  crush  or  tear  each  other 
to  pieces ;  but  in  the  experiment  exhibited  the  pair  of  mounted  cells 
were  seen  to  move  together  (as  if  in  happy  wedlock),  without  let  or 
hindrance  to  each  other's  motion.  The  circtdar  motion  of  the  free 
pole  of  a  single  mounted  cell  in  the  general  case  was  also  verified 
experimentally,  and  even  more  simply  than  in  the  rectilinear  case, 
by  the  addition  of  a  second  radial  bar,  taken  of  a  suitable  length, 
determined  by  previous  mathematical  calculation.  As  a  general  rule, 
the  total  number  of  bars  in  a  link-work  machine  must  be  odd,  but 
here  there  were  eight  bars,  and  yet  the  combination  admitted  of  being 
set  in  free  motion, — any  one  of  the  eight  being,  in  fact,  what  may  be 
termed  a  lazy-bar,  and  capable  of  being  removed  without  disturbing 
the  motion,  very  much  in  the  same  way  as  any  one  of  the  four  legs 
of  a  table  may  be  removed  without  disturbing  the  equilibrium.* 

The  speaker  pointed  out  the  important  applications  of  the  two 
kinds  of  motion  above  referred  to  (which  he  proposed  to  call  the 
circulo-linear  and  the  circulo-circular  respectively^  to  various  con- 
structions in  machinery,  such  as  the  steam-engine,  planing  and 
grinding  machines,  the  construction  of  maps  on  the  siereographio 


ablative  method  of  fixing  one  of  the  links :  in  other  words,  a  perfect  lemnisoate 
may  be  described  throughout  its  complete  extent  by  means  of  5-bar  motion. 
Peaucellier  refers  to,  without  specifying,  a  combination,  '*  assez  oompliqn^"  of 
cells  (or,  as  he  terms  them,  compound  compasses)  by  means  of  which  a  lemniscate 
may  be  traced;  whereas,  in  the  method  above  described  the  number  of  links 
employed  is  less  by  a  pair  than  in  the  single  mouuted  Peaucellier  cell. 

*  suppose  four  circles  to  be  ^iveu,  and  that  it  is  prupused  to  inscribe  upon 
them  a  quadrilateral  whose  four  sides  are  fsiven  in  length. 

This  is  a  determinate  problem  which  will  in  general  admit  of  a  definite  number 
of  solutions.  (The  method  of  correspondence  and  of  bipartite  equations  founded 
thereon  seeming  to  indicate  thirty-two  as  the  total  number  of  sncti  solutions,  some 
or  all  of  which  may  be  imaginary.)  But  now  the  (question  may  be  put,  ^  Under 
what  circumstances  can  the  number  of  such  solutions  become  in^te  and  tlio 
problem  undeterminate?"  It  follows  from  what  is  stated  in  the  text  above  that 
this  may  happen  (other  conditions  being  satisfied)  when  two  of  the  circles  coin- 
cide and  the  four  given  lengths  are  all  equal.  It  remains  to  be  ascertained  whether 
with  any  new  set  of  conditions  a  like  undeterminateness  can  be  brought  about  for 
the  case  of  four  circles  all  distinct.  If  so,  a  solution  would  be  obtained  of  the 
problem  of  converting  by  link-work  circular  into  circular  and  conceivably  (as  an 
extreme  case)  into  linear  motion  by  an  arrangement  radically  distinct  from  Peau- 
cellier's,  and  involving  the  use  of  three  instead  of  two  fixed  centres,  but  with  the 
same  number  of  links. 
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projection,  millwrights'  work,  laying  out  of  railway  cnrves,  dioptric 
apparatus  for  lighthouses,  ornamental  tracery,  pendulum  suspension 
to  effect  motion  in  a  practically  exact  cycloidal  arc,  &c.,  &c.,  and 
referred  to  the  use  which,  as  he  was  informed  by  the  authorities  at 
Woolwich,  might  have  been  made  of  the  circulo-circular  adjustment  in 
saving  several  weeks'  work,  inconvenience,  and  expense  in  cutting  out 
the  fi^-bellied  torpedo  casings  recently  constructed  in  the  laboratory 
department  at  the  Eoyal  Arsenal  there,  and  the  use  contemplated  to 
be  made  of  the  drculo-linear,  or  perfect  parallel  motion,  for  guiding 
a  piston-rod  in  certain  machinery  connected  with  some  new  apparatus 
for  the  ventilation  and  filtration  of  the  air  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment,  now  under  course  of  construction. 

He  next  referred  to  the  unlimited  command  over  the  motion 
of  a  point  famished  by  a  combination  of  cells.  Eetuming  to  the 
simple  Peaucellier  cell,  its  use  may  be  modified  in  a  very  remarkable 
manner  by  setting  froe  the  point  of  junction  of  the  two  connectors 
(termed,  in  what  precedes,  the  fulcrum),  and  fixing  one  of  the  poles  as 
a  centre  of  rotation  in  its  place.  If  now  the  liberated  fulcrum  be 
made  to  describe  any  curve,. the  free  pole  will  describe  a  curve 
corresponding  to  it,  according  to  a  certain  easily-stateable  mathema- 
tical law.  Imagine  the  first-named  curve  to  be  part  of  a  cirde 
passing  through  the  fixed  point — it  may  be  shown  that  in  that  case 
the  free  pole  will  describe  the  inverse  of  a  conic  section  in  respect 
to  a  vertex  of  the  conic  as  the  origin  of  the  inversion ;  consequently, 
by  combining  with  this  cell  a  second,  used  as  a  Eeciprocator,  we  may, 
mounting  with  a  suitable  itidius  a  pair  of  Peaucellier  cells  duly 
adjusted,  cause  a  point  to  move  in  a  j>arabola,  ellipse,  or  hyperbola. 

The  speaker  exhibited  a  combination  of  this  kind,  and  caused  a 
point  to  describe  portions  of  an  ellipse,  a  parabola,  and  of  the  two 
branches  of  a  hyperbola  in  succession  ;  the  traversing  pole  of  the  first 
cell,  which  might  be  termed  the  first  follower,  being  seen  to  describe 
beautiful  nodal  cubics  (or  the  inverses  of  the  conies),  whilst  the  free 
pole  of  the  second  cell  or  second  follower  described  the  oonica 
themselves.* 


*  Tlie  nodal  cnbics  or  conio-mverses  above  described  are  for  the  parabola,  the 
common  cissoid.  and  for  the  ellipse  and  hyperbola  curves  which  may  be  termed 
trans-ciflsold  ana  cis-cissoid,  or  less  barbarously  and  more  euphoniously  the  hyper* 
dsBoid  and  hypo-cissoid  respectively.  The  common  cisaoid,  as  is  well  known,  isA  a 
cusp  which  here  coincides  with  the  fulcrum.  In  the  hyper-cissoid  this  becomes  a 
detached,  or,  as  it  is  ordinarily  termed,  a  conjugate  point,  and  in  the  hypo-cissoid  a 
node  on  the  curve,  which  in  this  case  possesses  a  loop  in  addition  to  an  infinite 
branch.  When  the  first  follower  moves  in  this  infinite  branch,  the  second  follower 
describes  a  portion  of  that  branch  of  the  hyperbola  in  which  the  fulcrum  lies — 
but  of  course  can  never  reach  the  vertex,  which  coincides  with  the  fulcrum ; 
when  the  first  follower  moves  in  the  loop  the  second  follower  describes  the  oppo> 
site  branch  of  the  hyperbola,  aud  can  be  made  to  pass  through  tiie  vertex  of  that 
branch. 

Tiie  geometrical  construction  for  the  common  cissoid,  or  cissoid  proper,  is  well 
known  to  be  as  follows.    Imagine  a  pencil  of  rays  proceeding  from  one  extremity 
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He  next  went  on  to  state  that  by  a  combination  of  cells  properly 
proportioned  and  suitably  attached  to  each  other  in  succession  in  a 
manner  similar  or  analogous  to  that  in  which  simple  machines,  a^  for 
example  a  number  6f  levers,  may  be  combined  to  produce  a  complex 

of  a  dinmeter  of  a  circle,  and  meeting  a  tangent  to  the  circle  drawn  at  the  other 
extremity.  Then  if  the  portion  of  each  ray  intercepted  between  the  circle  and 
tangent  be  ahifted  along  the  ray  until  one  point  of  it  coincides  with  the  centre  of 
the  pencil,  the  other  point  will  mark  out  the  cissoid.  Now  imagine  everything  to 
remain  as  above,  with  the  exception  that  the  tangent  is  moved  parallel  to  itself 
and  becomes  fixed  in  a  new  position  nearer  to  or  further  from  the  centre  of  the 
pencil  than  it  was  at  first,  then  the  curve  marked  out  becomes  the  hypo-cissoid  or 
hyper-cissoid  respectively,  a  remark  due  to  Mr.  Howard  Elphinstone.  The  smooth- 
ness of  the  motion,  and  the  facility  with  which  the  oissoidal  curves  and  the 
corresponding  curves  were  drawn  was  matter  of  general  surprise  and  admiration 
to  the  andience.  Thin  circumstance,  due  in  part  to  the  skill  of  Dr.  Henriei  in 
choosing  the  proportions  of  the  parts,  ably  seconded  by  the  mechanical  experience 
and  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Grant,  modeller  to  University  College,  at  the  same  time 
served  to  evince  the  extraordinary  superiority  of  pure  link-work  motion,  ue, 
motion  due  exclusively  to  the  action  of  radiating  bars  about  centres,  over  motion 
effected  in  whole  or  in  part  through  the  intervention  of  grooves  and  slides.  It 
was  the  analogous  supenority  enjoyed  by  circular  over  linear  construction  for  the 
purpose  of  graduating  instruments  of  precision  that  actuated  Mascheroni  (the 
favourite  geometer  of  the  first  Napoleon)  in  devising  his  admirable,  most  valuable, 
and  most  tedious  exposition  of  the  geometry  of  the  compctss.  The  superiority 
in  question  was  still  more  strongly  evinced  in  the  triple-cell  combinations  em- 
ployed in  the  instrument  for  the  extraction  of  cube-roots  and  the  trisection  of  an 
angle. 

Clairaut  has  given  a  method  of  constructing  an  instrument  for  extracting 
the  roots  of  an  equation  by  means  of  linear  measurements  described  in  Borgni*s 
'  'ftaitd  de  Me'canique  Appliqu^e '  (volume  on  *  Machines  Imitatives,'  p.  226)  ; 
but  the  author  s  method,  founded  on  Peaucellier*s  discovery,  is  beyond  all  com- 
parison superior  in  the  range  of  algebraical  operations  which  come  within  its 
scope,  in  the  simplicity,  homogeneity,  and  smaller  number  of  its  parts,  in  the 
facility  of  its  application,  and  the  smoothness  of  the  resulting  motion.  Uis 
instrument  for  solving  cubic  equations  is  far  h^ss  complicated  than  that  of  Clai- 
raut for  quadratics  (which  he  does  not  suppose  have  ever  been  realized)  and  in- 
finitely easier  of  application.  For  instance,  in  workirig  his  cube-root  machine,  one 
point  of  the  instrument  is  fixed  as  the  zero-point;  a  second  point,  called  the  setter, 
is  drawn  out  to  a  division  on  a  scale  corresponding  to  any  proposed  number ;  a 
third  point,  called  the  finder,  will  then  automatically  place  itself  over  the  division 
on  the  same  scale,  corresponding  to  the  cube  root  of  that  number.  The  zero  setter 
and  finder  points  in  the  calculating  linkage  are  identical  (or,  as  in  the  transforma- 
tion scene  of  a  pantomime,  may  be  said  to  change  characters)  witii  the  fulcrum, 
power  and  weight  (or  driver  and  follower),  points  in  the  corresponding  link-work 
used  as  a  machine.  In  Clairaat's  and  other  similar  machines  the  calculations 
are  made  by  means  of  measurements  made  upon  curves  described  by  the  machines. 
The  author's  method  is  direct  and  does  not  involve  the  use  of  any  such  inter- 
mediary process. 

Returning  to  the  subject,  which  has  led  to  this  digression,  it  will  be  noticed 
that  by  the  method  referred  to  in  the  text  a  mounted  double  reciprocating  cell, 
t.  e.  an  apparatus  of  thirteen  links,  serves  to  describe  a  conic.  Peauoellier's  method^ 
founded  on  the  combination  of  what  may  be  termed  a  collineator  or  radial  pro- 
tractor, with  a  mounted  reciprocator,  involved  the  use  of  fifteen  links,  besides  a 
cross-piece  rigidly  attached  to  one  of  them,  and,  so  far,  is  less  simple,  as  well  as 
loss  symmetrical  than  the  author's  method :  but  this  must  not  be  8uppose<l  to  be 
said  in  derogation  from  the  merit  of  the  admirable  invention  of  the  collineator 
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one,  we  are  able  to  bring  abont  any  mathematical  relation  that  may  be 
desired  between  the  distances  of  two  of  the  poles  of  a  linkage  from  a 
third,  and  are  thus  potentially  in  possession  of  a  universal  calculating 
machine.  He  exhibited  and  worked  a  cube-root  extracting  machine 
constructed  on  this  principle,  and  claimed  to  have  given  the  first  really 
practical  solution  of  the  famous  problem  proposed  by  the  ancients  of 
the  duplication  or  multiplication  of  the  cube.  This  machine  consisted 
of  a  combination  of  three  cells ;  by  changing  the  modulus  of  one  of 
the  three,  he  explained  that  it  was  also  quite  easy  to  solve  the  cubic 
equation  involved  in  the  analytical  solution  of  the  problem  of  the  tri- 
section  of  the  angle;  and  a  working  model  of  an  instrument  of  this 
kind  executed  in  zinc  was  exhibited  by  Professor  Henrici  after  the 
lecture.  He  concluded  by  expressing  his  great  obligations  to  this 
gentleman,  without  whose  aid  he  woidd  have  been  able  to  do  little 
more  than  adumbrate  in  general  terms  the  results  which,  thanks  to 
his  friend's  practical  knowledge  and  skill,  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of 
exhibiting  in  a  tangible  form,  and  submitting  before  his  audience  to 
the  test  of  actual  experiment ;  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  Peau- 
cellier's  unhoped-for  discovery  (even  if  viewed  merely  on  its  practical 
side  as  a  new  vital  element  of  mechanism)  was  destined  to  produce 
lasting  and  important  results  through  innumerable  applications  to  the 
useful  and  ornamental  arts,  and  would  hand  down  the  name  Of  its 
inventor  to  posterity  as  one  of  the  benefactors  of  mankind. 


itself,  by  which  Peaucellier  has  sohcd  the  beautiful  and  most  important  Kine- 
matical  problem  of  devising  a  perfect  linkage,  enjoying  the  property,  that  however 
it  is  turned  about,  or  drawn  iu  and  out,  one  point  of  it  shall  always  remain  upon 
or  in  the  direction  produced  of  a  physical  line  rigidly  attached  to  the  linkage,  but 
in  different  poidtions  upon  such  line.  It  is  believed  that  a  conic-describing 
instrument  (may  one  say  oonicograph  ?)  on  Peaucellier's  plan  has  not  been 
actually  executed,  and  that  a  pure  link-work  for  effecting  conical  motion  was 
witnessed  for  the  firat  time  since  the  creation  of  the  world  in  the  lecture-room 
of  the  Boyal  Institution  on  the  23rd  of  January,  1874.  Althougli  it  may  be 
presumed  that  the  Peaucellier  oonicograph  wonld  not  work  so  simply  as  the  one 
exhibited,  it  possesses  a  superiority  in  one  respect,  viz,  that  the  fulcrum  on  this 
arrangement  lying  off  tlie  curve  at  the  focus,  the  part  of  the  curve  described 
may  be  made  to  include  the  vertex  of  the  parabola,  which  cannot  be  reached  by 
the  other  method.  It  has  been  thought  by  competent  judges,  conversant  with 
practical  mechanism,  that  this  (the  writer's)  method  might  be  applied  with  ad- 
vantage to  constructing  parabolic  light-house  reflectors ;  and  as  these,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  are  made  without  backs,  consisting  of  two  paraboloids  of  revolu- 
tion, situated  dos-a-dos,  having  a  common  focus,  at  which  the  source  of  light  is 
placed,  from  which  the  rays  stream  tiirough  the  opening  upon  the  siu-faoes  of  the 
two  reflectors,  the  fact  of  the  tracing  or  cutting  or  grinding  instrument  not  being 
able  to  reach  the  vertex,  would  be  no  disadvantage  in  this  case,  since  the  portion 
of  the  siirface  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  that  point  is  not  required,  and,  indeed,  if 
formed  woufd  have  to  be  subsequently  cut  away.  But  it  should  be  added  that  by 
a  generalized  single-mounted  cell  an  approximation  to  the  parabolic  form  can  be 
attained  to  a  degree  of  precision  far  in  excess  of  all  practical  needs. 
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POSTSCEIPT. 

In  some  possibly  forihcoming  number  of  'Nature'  a  detailed 
account,  which  was  expected  to  appear  two  months  ago,  will  be  given, 
illustrated  with  the  necessary  diagrams,  of  the  cube-root  extractor 
and  angle-trisector :  the  materials  for  this  purpose  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  editor  of  that  journal,  and  haye  been  entrusted  by  him  to  the 
most  competent  person  to  diaw  them  out  into  form — ^the  writer  not 
feeling  within  himself  the  necessary  energy  for  accomplishing  this  • 
task.  He  thinks  it,  however,  desirable  (indeed  almost  a  moral  duty 
on  his  part)  to  supplement  those  materials  by  the  desultory  remarks 
which  follow,  in  order  that  some  results,  which  he  believes  to  be 
important  to  the  progress  of  mechanical  and  algebraical  science,  may 
be  rescued  from  the  chances  of  total  oblivion  axid  virtual  annihilation. 

The  first  question  which  presents  itself  relates  to  the  square-root 
extractor.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  a  cellular  system  for  extract- 
ing square  roots  is  much  more  complicated  than  what  is  required  for 
the  cube  root ;  and  so  in  general  all  even-degreed  extractors  require 
a  more  extensive  apparatus  of  link-work  than  is  required  for  the  odd 
degrees.  Such  extractions  may  be  performed  in  all  cases  by  a  system 
consisting  of  Peaucellier  cells  exclusively ;  but  the  process  may  be 
abridged  in  the  case  of  even  degrees  by  tiie  interpolation  of  another 
form  of  cell,  alluded  to  in  a  previous  foot-note  under  the  name  of  the 
quadratic-binomial  extractor,  which  deserves  a  somewhat  more  detailed 
description.  It  is  figured  in  the  diagram  below.  F  A  P  B  is  a  jointed 
rhomb  or  diamond ;  P  0  and  P  D  are  each 
doubles  of  the  sides  of  the  rhomb  and  C  W, 
D  W  are  two  equal  links.  The  difference 
between  the  squares  of  0  P  and  0  W  is 
the  modulus.  F  P,  F  W  are  the  arms,  and 
the  difference  between  their  squares  is 
equal  to  the  modulus.  This  is  the  instru- 
ment which,  when  F  is  fixed  and  P  moves 
in  a  circle  passing  through  W,  describes  a 
curve  which  may  be  called  the  Lemni- 
Bcatoid,  having  the  same  general  kind 
of  relation  to  the  Lemniscate  that  the 
Hypercissoid   and    Hypocissoid   bear   to 

the  Cissoid  proper.  This  Lemniscatoid  becomes  the  Lemniscate 
when  a  certain  simple  arithmetical  relation  subsists  between  the 
modulus  and  diameter  of  the  circle  described  by  P.  If  A  as  well  as 
F  be  fixed,  P  will  move  in  a  circle  passing  through  F,  of  which  0  P 
will  be  the  radius,  and  consequently  the  five-bar  Imk-work,  consisting 
of  the  links  CW,  CP,  DW,  DP,  FB  (centred  at  F  and  A),  will 
serve  to  describe  the  Lemniscate  when  the  arithmetical  relation 
above  referred  to  subsists  betvreen  0  P  and  the  modulus,  t.  e.  between 
G  P  and  the  difference  of  the  squares  of  0  P  and  0  W ;  consequently, 
when  the  lengths  OP,  OW  have  a  certain    simple    aritlunetical 
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proportion  to  each  other,  W  will  describe  the  Letnniscate :  this 
proportion,  it  will  be  found,  is  such  that  when  W  comes  to  F  the 
angle  at  P  is  a  right  angle.  So  much  for  the  binomial-root  extractor : 
obyiously  by  aid  of  this  kind  of  linkage  when  one  arm  is  the  tangent 
of  any  angle,  the  other  arm  may  be  made  equal  to  the  secant,  and 
vice  versa.     Again,  it  should  be  observed  that,  as  in  the  Peaucellier 

cell  (used  as  a  reciprocator),  the  arms  may  be  taken  as  x  and  -  by 

interchanging  the  fulcrum  with  one  of  the  poles,  t.  e.  reckoning  the 
two  arms  as  the  distance  between  the  fulcrum  and  one  pole  from  the 

other  pole  to  the  arm  x,  the  new  arm  may  be  made  to  become x^ 

2  X 
which  may  be  reciprocated  into  = ,  by  the  use  of  a  second  Peaucel- 
lier cell.     Hence  by  two  Peaucellier  cells  an  arm  denoted  by  tan.  $ 
may  be,  so  to  say,  transformed  into  Un  arm  tan.  2  0.    Thus  we  see  that 
we  may  pass  through  the  following  scries  of  transformations 
COS.  d,  sec.  6,  tan.  0,  tan.  2  ^,  sec.  2  0,  ^  cos.  2  6 

by  means  of  a  P.  C,  a  Q.  B.  E.,  a  pair  of  P.  C.'s,  a  Q.  B.  E.,  and  a 
P.  C, — ^.  e.  by  an  apparatus  containing  four  Peaucellier  cells  and  two 
cells  of  the  new  kind — making  a  linkage  of  six  cells  or  86  links  in 
all.  In  other  words,  by  means  of  such  a  linkage  the  arm  x  may  be, 
so  to  say,  converted  into  a^  —  i. 

If,  therefore,  by  a  Q.  B.  E.  we  first  convert  x  into  the  square  root  of 
a;^  -|-  ^  by  superadding  to  this  the  linkage  last  named,  t.e.  by  a  linkage 
of  seven  cells  or  42  links,  x  becomes  converted  into  x\  Thus,  then, 
seven  cells  are  required  for  a  squaring  or  square-root  extractor  in- 
strument analogous  to  the  cubing  or  cube-root  instrument  for  which 
only  three  cells  are  required.* 

-  The  above  investigation  leads  to  a  further  construction  of  extra- 
ordinary interest,  which  the  speaker  is  wont  to  describe  as  the 
Einematical  Paradox:  every  new  flight  in  physics  and  mathematics, 
and  the  same  seems  equally  true  of  politics,  ethics,  and  philosophy,')' 

*  The  much  simpler  scheme  for  converting  x  into  ^y  which  ezplaina  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  cube  root  machine,  is  as  follows  :— 

First  conversion,  x  — ,  ue. 

ar'  X 

a         J                .             a?            1     .  1  ' 

Second  conversion,  -.  — ,  t.e. 


*x*--l       x*''x*-^x 
Third  conversion,  («»  -  a?)  +  a?,  i.  e,  «». 

For  the  trisection  of  the  angle  it  is  necessary  to  solve  Einematically  the  eqiia> 
tion  between  cos.  3  0  and  cos.  0,  to  effect  which*  it  is  only  necessary  to  replace  the 
third  conversion  above  by  4  (x*  —  x)  +  ar,  i.  e.  4  ar*  —  3  x, 

t  As  ex.  gr.  Cramer's  paradox  (the  foundation  of  the  highest  modem  geometry) 
the  iro^  ffrw  of  Archimedes  and  the  hydrostatic  paradox,  *•  The  king  can  do  no 
wrong"  **It  is  better  to  sufler  thun  to  do  wrong"  "All  proof  is  reducible  to 
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is  apt  to  commence  with  a  paradox.  Two  perfect  linkages  have  been 
described  above,  one  of  six,  the  other  of  seven  cells.  Let  these 
linkages  both  be  constructed  simultaneonsly ;  they  will  have  two 
detached  points  of  the  one  (viz.  the  two  extremities  of  the  arm  x)  coin- 
cident with  two  of  the  other :  their  union  will  itself  (according  to  a 
general  ]^rinciple)  form  a  perfect  linkage.  In  this  linkage  of  13  cells 
two  points  will  lie  in  the  same  straight  line  with  the  original  zero 
point  from  which  the  arms  are  measured,  one  at  the  distance  x^,  the 
other  at  the  distance  a;^  —  ^^  therefrom.  Hence  there  will  be  two  points 
in  this  linkage  which  are  disconnected,  but  in  whatever  way  the  other 
links  are  drawn  in  and  out,  retain  an  invariable  distance  from  each 
other  !  Any  other  two  points  of  the  apparatus  may  be  made  to  vary 
their  distances  from  eadi  other,  but  no  force  that  can  be  applied  at 
these  two  points  to  force  them  nearer  to  or  separate  them  furtiier  from 
each  other  can  be  of  any  effect.  There  is  no  immediate  rigid  connection 
between  them,  and  yet  they  are  as  good  as  rigidly  connected*  Imagine 
now  that  they  become  connected  by  a  material  link :  the  linkage  will  not 
be  a  fixture,  but  a  perfect  linkage  as  before,  consisting,  however,  of  an 
odd  number,  m.  79  links ;  any  one  of  these  may  be  regarded  as  a 
lazy-bar,  and  may  be  removed  without  affecting  the  motion  of  which 
the  apparatus  is  susceptibla  Betuming  to  the  original  state  of  things, 
where  there  are  13  cells,  if  we  fix  the  two  points  of  invariable  distance 
the  instrument  will  not  become  a  fixture  (as  would  be  the  case  if  any 
two  other  disconnected  points  in  it  were  fixed),  but  a  free  link-work 
with  a  superfluous  or  lazy-bar,  represented  by  any  of  the  links  at  will ; 
for  by  fixing  these  particular  two  points,  not /our,  but  only  three  degrees 
of  liberty  are  abstracted.  By  fixing  one  of  them  two  such  degrees  are 
taken  away ;  but  as  the  other  is  then  not  free,  but  compelled  to  move 
in  a  circle,  fixing  U  takes  away  only  one  additional  degree  of  liberty 
of  motion. 

By  this  link-work  of  78  bars  (one  superogatory)  a  remarkable 
Einematical  problem  has  been  solved  (and  it  is  probably  the  simplest 
solution  of  which  it  admits),  which  may  be  stated  as  follows: — 
'^  Bequired  to  construct  a  link-work  fixed  or  centred  at  two  of  its  points, 
such  that  (when  the  machine  is  set  in  motion)  some  other  point  or 
points  therein  shall  be  compelled  to  move  in  the  line  of  centres." 

There  are  some  similar  questions  to  this,  which  ought,  in  a  strict 
logical  order,  to  have  preceded  it,  which  we  may  now  take  into  con- 
sideration. By  a  single  mounted  Peaucellier  cell  fixed  at  two  centres, 
one  point  is  nuuie  to  move  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  centres.  Sup- 
pose now  it  were  required  to  devise  a  link-work  such  that  a  point 
should  move  parallel  to  such  line. 

The  motion  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  centres  is  due  to  the  fitct 
that  by  the  Peaucellier  cell  the  radius  vector  0  cos.  0  is  transformed 

syllogisms,  and  the  syllogism  can  prove  nothing  '*  "  A  heayy  body  begins  to  fell 
with  no  velocity."  The  Kantian  antinomies.  Helmholtz's  vortices.  A  variable 
function  which  never  varies,  t.  e.  an  Invariant  as  distinguished  from  a  Constant. 
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into  C  see.  0 ;  in  like  manner  to  get  the  parallel  direction  a  means 
must  be  fomid  of  passing  £rom  the  cosine  to  the  cosecant  Now 
althongh  a  single  cell  serves  to  change  the  tangent  into  the  secant, 
or  vice  versd,  and  consequently  a  single  imaginary  cell  wiU  serve  to 
change  the  cosine  into  the  sine  (which  of  course  could  then  be  immedi- 
ately Peancellierized  into  the  cosecant),  he  is  not  aware  of  any  direct 
real  process  simpler  than  that  about  to  be  stated  by  which  this  can 
be  effected.  His  actual  law  of  deduction  is  as  follows :  Cosine ;  secant ; 
tangent ;  cotangent ;  cosecant,  involving  the  use  of  two  Peaucellier 
cells  and  two  quadratic-binomial  extractors. 

With  one  cell  more,  i.e.  with  five  in  all,  the  cosine  becomes  con- 
verted into  the  sine,  and  consequently  by  introducing  a  pantigraphic 
cell  COS.  0  may  be  converted  into  cos.  (6  -{-  a),  and  this  reciprocated 
into  sec.  (6-^  a).  Thus  it  seems  (at  all  events  after  the  present 
method)  that  four  cells  are  required  to  obtain  by  link-work  recti- 
linear motion  parallel  to  the  line  of  centres,  and  seven  cells  to 
convert  it  into  motion  oblique  to  the  line  of  centres ;  or  taking  into 
account  the  mounting  radius  7,  25,  48  links  are  required  to  obtain 
motions  respectively  perpendicular,  parallel,  and  oblique  to  that 
line.  In  the  Einematical  Paradox  it  will  have  been  seen  that  there 
are  13  cells  employed,  t.  e.  78  links,  of  which  any  one  is  liable  to 
removal  at  will,  so  that  for  motion  in  the  very  line  of  centres  77  links 
are  requisite.  Oonsider  this  system  in  its  entirety.  In  a  straight 
line  with  the  two  fixed  points  there  will  be  13  other  medial  points ; 
and  two  parallel  ranks  on  both  sides,  each  also  containing  13  points. 
The  whole  apparatus  admits  of  being  moved  with  a  sort  of  see-saw 
motion  backwards  and  forwards ;  and  it  may  assist  the  imagination 
of  the  reader  if  he  will  conceive  such  an  instrument  armed  with 
13  picks  in  the  line  of  centres,  each  at  work  to  remove  the  asphalt  of  a 
pavement  under  repair ;  an  idea  suggested  by  a  member  or  visitor  at 
a  soiree  of  the  Amateur  Mechanical  Society  of  London,  of  which  the 
ingenious  and  accomplished  '^  Senior  Member  for  Greenwich  "  acts  as 
honorary  secretary.  Or  we  might  describe  the  Einematical  Paradox  as 
a  kind  of  compound  saw.  If  the  "  two  points  of  invariable  distance  " 
be  set  free,  and  some  other  of  the  medial  points  be  fixed  as  a  fulcrum, 
the  instrument  may  be  used  like  Peaucellier's  second  invention  re- 
ferred to  in  a  previous  foot-note  as  a  radial  protractor  to  change  the 
curve 

p  =  B,  given  function  of  6 
into  the  curve 

p  +  e  =  the  same  function  of  0 ; 

as,  for  instance,  to  pass  from  the  circle  to  the  lima9on  of  Pascal, 
or  from  a  straight  line  to  a  conchoid.  For  while  one  of  the  two 
points  of  constant  distance  described  any  curve,  the  other  would 
describe  the  same  curve  with  all  its  radii  vectores  reckoned  from  the 
fixed  point  lengthened  or  shortened  by  a  constant  quantity.  The 
Einematical  Paradox  ought  not  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  mere 
luxury  of  speculation ;  it  serves  to  represent  a  constant  as  a  Eine- 
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matical  fnnction  of  the  independent  variable  (corresponding  to  the 
use  of  the  zero  power  of  a;  to  represent  nnity  in  algebra),  without 
which  the  general  analytical  theory  of  linkages,  and  the  very  impor- 
tant theory  of  algebraical  functions  fonnded  thereon,  woidd  fall  to 
the  ground,  or  rather  be  incapable  of  being  constructed. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  quote  any  other  discovery  which  opens  out 
such  vast  and  varied  horizons  as  this  of  Peaucellier — in  one  direction, 
as  has  been  shown,  descending  to  the  wants  of  the  workshop,  the  sim- 
plification of  the  steam-engine,  the  revolutionizing  of  the  millwright's 
trade,  the  amelioration  of  garden-pumps,  and  other  domestic  con- 
veniences (the  sun  of  science  glorifies  all  it  shines  upon),  and  in  the 
other  soaring  to  the  sublimest  heights  of  the  most  advanced  doctrines 
of  modern  analysis,  lending  aid  to,  and  throwing  light  from  a  totally 
unsuspected  quarter  on  the  researches  of  such  men  as  Abel,  Bieman, 
Clebsch,  Grassman,  and  Cayley.  Its  head  towers  above  the  clouds, 
while  its  feet  plunge  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

Prophetic  and  well-timed  were  the  parting  words  to  the  speaker 
of  the  illustrious  Tchebicheff:  ''Take  to  Kinematics,  it  will  repay 
you ;  it  is  more  fecund  than  geometry ;  it  adds  a  fourth  dimension  to 
space."    So  also  said  Lagrange. 

In  the  course  of  the  foregoing  exposition,  incidental  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  addition  of  perfect  linkages  to  each  other.*  This 
gives  rise  to  the  important  distinction  of  all  perfect  linkages  into 
prime  and  composite — prime  ones  being  such  as  can  be  resolved  into 
the  sum  of  two  others,  and  composite  those  for  which  no  two  such 
components  can  be  found.  As  an  example  of  one  kind,  imagine  an 
octagon  with  its  four  pairs  of  opposite  angles  (or,  which  will  do  as 
well,  its  four  pairs  of  opposite  sides)  connected  by  links.  There  will 
then  be  12  links  and  16  joints;  and  since  3  X  12  —  2*16  =  4,  the 
linkage  will  be  perfect.  Such  a  linkage  is  prime,  for  it  will  be  found 
impossible  to  resolve  it  into  two  others.  Whereas,  every  cell  pre* 
viously  described  is  capable  of  being  formed  by  the  successive 
accretions  of  single  pairs  of  links,  thereby  justifying  in  a  new  and 
specialized  sense  the  title  of  Compound  Compass,  used  by  Peaucellier 
to  designate  his  cell.  Moreover,  cells  belong  to  a  very  special  class 
of  compound  linkages,  those  namely  which  by  successive  processes  of 
decomposition  can  eventually  be  reduced  to  depend  on  sets  of  link- 
pairs,  and  which  may  accordingly  be  termed  Dyadisms.  Dyadisms, 
again,  require  to  be  classed  according  to  their  order.  A  dyadism  of 
the  first  order  is  one  that  can  be  obtained  by  successive  additions  of 
single  duads  at  a  time.  A  dyadism  of  the  second  order  is  one  that 
can  be  formed  by  successive  additions  of  single  dyadisms  of  the  first 
order  at  a  time,  and  so  on  ;  and  it  is  very  essential  to  notice  that  the 
addition  together  of  two  dyadisms  of  a  given  order  will  not  in  general 


*  Viz,  by  piyotting  together  two  disconnected  points  of  the  one  with  two  dis- 
eonneoted  points  of  the  other,  each  with  each.  The  sum  of  two  perfect  linkages 
8o  connected  will  satisfy  the  same  numerical  linear  equation  between  joints  and 
links  as  its  two  constituents,  and  thus  will  itself  constitute  a  perfect  linkage. 
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be  a  dyadism  of  the  same  order.  Thus  we  see  that  a  pure  tactical 
theory  of  colligation  underlies  the  subject  of  linkages,  a  tiieory  of  the 
same  nature  as  that  which  is  known  to  underlie  the  doctrine  of 
crystallography  and  polyhedra ;  and  as  that  which,  under  the  name 
of  ramification  (proposed  by  the  speaker),  gives  the  clearest  notion  of 
the  modem  chemical  doctrine  of  the  atom-groupings  of  the  hydro- 
carbons, and  in  a  manner  supplies  an  a  priori  ground  for  the  formula 
of  the  saturated  hydro-carbons  C„  •  Hg^+a.  which,  for  the  simpler  case  of 
the  hydro-borons  (if  such. series  existed),  would  become  C«  B,^ 

It  may  be  shown  that  every  ramification  may  be  subjected  to  a  i 

process  of  reduction,  (a  sort  of  divulsion  process,  the  number  of  steps  of  ( 

which  fixes  its  genus,  or  order)  which  leads  eventually  to  a  single  intrinsic  J 

centre  or  a  pair  of  intrinsic  centres,  and  consequently  may  be  referred 
to  one  or  the  other  of  two  great  classes  of  forms  which  may  be  termed 
central  and  axial  respectively ;  and  it  seems  only  reasonable  to  antici- 
pate that  the  physical  properties  of  such  chemical  compounds  as  the 
hydrocarbons  will  eventually  be  found  to  correspond  to  this  distinc- 
tion between  their  representative  ramifications;  and  that  they  will 
accordingly  range  themselves  under  one  or  the  other  of  two  great 
families  distinguished  by  properties  at  least  as  important  and  specific 
as  those  which  serve  to  distinguish  the  crystalloidal  and  colloidal  states 
of  matter.  The  theory  of  ramification  is  one  of  pure  colligation,  for  it 
takes  no  account  of  magnitude  or  position ;  geometric  lines  are 
used,  but  have  no  more  real  bearing  on  the  matter  than  those 
employed  in  genealogical  tables  have  in  explaining  the  laws  of  pro- 
creation. 

The  sphere  within  which  any  theory  of  colligation  works  is  not 
spatial  but  logical — such  theory  is  concerned  exclusively  with  the 
necessary  laws  of  antecedence  and  consequence,  or  in  one  word  of 
connection  in  the  abstract,  or  in  other  terms  is  a  development  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  compound  parenthesis.  M.  Gamille  Jordan,  indepen- 
dently of  and  anteriorly  to  the  author,  discovered  and  published  in  a 
memoir,  the  title  of  which  would  never  suggest  the  notion  of  ramifi- 
cation, the  existence  of  the  intrinsic  centre  and  centres  here  referred 
to — without  having  any  suspicion  of  its  bearing  on  modem  chemical 
doctrine.  He  has  moreover  discovered  the  existence  of  another  kind 
of  intrinsic  centre  of  ramification  which  was  unknown  to  the  author  of 
these  lines. 

A  ramification,  it  ought  to  be  added,  is  a  rootless  tree,  i.e,  one  in 
which  the  root  only  ranks  the  same  as  the  terminal  of  a  branch,  and 
saturated  hydrocarbons  are  typified  by  ramifications  in  which  every 
joint  is  trifurcated,  meaning  thereby  that  in  tracing  the  wood  outwards 
from  any  terminal  assumed  as  the  root,  it  splits  and  splits  again,  so 
that  trifurcation  takes  place  at  each  joint,  or  in  other  words,  four  lines 
radiate  out  from  each  joint;*  the  joints  are  supposed  to  adumbrate  the 
carbon  atoms  and  the  terminal  points  the  hydrogens. 

*  Obserre  that  if  there  were  no  splitting,  as  in  a  bamboo  cane,  /to  lines  would 
ismie  from  each  joint. 
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To  conclude,  as  be  has  begun,  with  the  principal  personage  of  his 
story,  the  author  thinks  it  will  be  useful  to  several  of  his  readers  to 
have  before  their  eyes  the  figure  which  contains 
the  property  of  the  admirable  linkage  which 
lies  at  the  root  of  Peaucellier*s  conicograph. 

In  the  given  figure  APBW  is  a  rhomb. 
PA  is  equal  to  PB,  GP  to  GF,  and  G'  is  a 
point  lying  on  F  G,  or  P  G  produced  such  that 
F  G'  W  is  a  right  angle.  Then,  however  the  links 
are  moved  about,  the  motion  of  W  relative  to  F  G 
will  be  always  perpendicular  to  F  G,  from  which 
it  follows  that  F  G'  W  will  always  continue  to 
be  a  right  angle,  and  consequently  an  upright 
piece  attached  at  G'  perpendicular  to  F  G  will 
always  continue  to  point  to  W.  When  W  is 
fixed,  the  instrument  serves  as  a  radial  protractor. 
One  point  of  the  upright  can  describe  any  curve,  and  any  other  point 
a  radial  protraction  (or  retraction)  of  that  curve.  When  one  point  of 
the  upright  perpendicular  is  fixed,  the  combination  becomes  ideally 
equivalent  to  a  revolving  slot,  in  which  W  is  free  to  traverse.  The 
inverse  of  a  conic  in  respect  to  a  focus  (i.e,  the  Lima^on  of  Pascal)  is  a 
protraction  or  retraction  of  the  circle.  Hence  the  use  of  the  in- 
strument for  describing  conies. 

In  the  above  linkage  let  a  pair  of  equal  links  G  P,  G  W  be  8U&- 
stituied  for  the  pair  G  P,  G  F.  It  is  easy  to  prove  that  if  0  be  the 
iQtersection  of  tiie  diagonals  of  the  rhomb,  G  O  and  F  O  will  then  be 
at  right  angles  to  each  other,  and  the  sum  of  their  squares  will  be  a 
constant.  If  now  any  one  link  of  the  rhomb  is  transferred  parallel  to 
itself  so  as  to  pass  through  O,  and  is  jointed  on  to  the  sides  at  the 
points  where  it  meets  them,  and  O  is  fixed,  and  F  made  to  move  in  a 
circle  containing  O,  the  path  of  G  will  be  the  inverse  in  respect  to  O  of 
a  conic  of  which  O  is  the  centre,  so  that  by  the  aid  of  a  radius  and  a 
reciprocator  in  addition  to  the  transformed  linkage  above  described, 
a  point  may  be  made  to  move  in  any  conic  round  its  centre  as  a  fixed 
point.*  This  is  rather  a  simpler  construction  than  Peaucellier's  for 
motion  in  a  conic  round  the  focus  as  a  fixed  pointy  for  the  number  of 
links  is  no  greater,  and  the  ungainly  cross-piece  disappears.  More- 
over, it  possesses  all  the  advantages  of  Peaucellier's  method  arising 
from  the  fulcrum  lying  off  the  curve  to  be  described.  Finally,  as 
regards  the  most  genercJ  motion  that  can  be  produced  by  a  PeauoeUier- 
mounted  cell  in  its  generalized  form,  if  F  be  the  junction  of  two 
links  on  which  FA,  FB  are  two  equal  segments,  and  F  C,  FD 
two  other  equal  segments^  and  P  A,  P  B  and  W  C,  W  D  be  two  pairs 
of  equal  links  in  the  same  plane  with  the  first  pair,  such  combination 

*  It  follows  as  a  partioular  case  of  the  ab':tve,  that  an  apparatus  of  nine  links 
moving  round  two  fixed  centres  will  serve  to  generate  motion  in  a  circle  whose 
centre  is  in  a  right  line  drawn  through  one  of  the  given  two,  perpendicular  to  the 
line  joining  it  to  the  other. 
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of  three  pairs  is  the  generalized  form  of  cell  in  question.  In  apply- 
ing it  to  draw  curves,  F  may  be  fixed,  and  a  mounting  radius  of  any 
length  attached  to  P  or  W,  or  P  or  W  may  be  fixed,  and  the  mounting 
radius  attached  to  W  or  P,  or  P  or  W  be  fixed,  and  the  mounting 
radius  attached  to  F.  In  a  resmn6  of  this  general  kind  it  would  be 
out  of  place  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  forms  thus  generated.* 

[J.  J.  8.] 

ATHEN2ET7M  ClUB,  AND  60,  MaDDOX  StBSBT,  W. 

*  It  is  too  late  to  make  any  change  in  the  many  places  where  the  term 
perfect  linkage  appears  in  the  text,  but  ^e  author  regrets  to  have  used  the 
word  perfect  when  complete  would  have  expressed  the  meaning  more  clearly,  and 
suggests  this  change  of  nomenclature  to  any  writer  who  may  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  employ  the  term — besides  being  better  in  itself,  it  comes  nearer  to 
Peaucellier's  *^  syst^me  de  tiges  k  liason  complete ; "  two  words  (and  those  much 
more  expressiTe)  supplying  the  place  of  six.  The  existence  of  such  words  as 
surplusages,  curtilage,  equipage,  assemblage,  and  many  similar  ones  in  the 
English  language,  appears  quite  snfiicieut  to  justify  the  innovation  in  the  use 
of  &e  final  syllable  in  linkage.  A  question  of  great  interest  remains  over,  vig, 
'*  how  to  extend  the  above  inquiry  to  linkages  in  space ; "  any  two  links  being 
supposed  free  to  move  by  means  of  universal  joints  in  all  directions  round  each 
other.  As  regards  surfaces  of  revolution,  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  virtually 
contained  in  the  theory  of  plane  linkages,  and  consequently  as  a  plane  may  be 
regarded  as  a  surface  of  revolution,  the  difficultv  does  not  begin  to  be  felt  until 
the  problem  of  producing  motion  in  an  ellipsoid  or  other  suifaces  of  the  second 
order,  by  means  of  solid  link-work,  comes  under  oouBideration.  It  seems  to  be 
a  problem  well  worthy  of  being  investigated  and  thought  out,  especially  for  the 
sake  of  its  analytical  consequences  and  the  light  it  might  be  expected  to  throw 
upon  the  theory  of  algebraical  functions  of  two  variables. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  January  30,  1874. 

Georqb  Busk,  Esq.  F.B.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-Presidenty 
in  the  Chair. 

Sir  Juuus  Benedict 

On  Wd)er  and  his  Times. 

[Abatract.] 

Weber's  father,  Franz  Anton,  Baron  von  Weber,  bom  in  1784,  ^as  a 
most  eccentric  character ;  an  ex-lieutenant  in  the  Guard  of  the  Elector 
of  the  Palatinate,  ex-financial  (Counsellor  and  District  Judge  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lubeck  and  Eutin.  At  all  times  attached  in  a  wayward 
manner  to  music  and  the  drama,  he  at  last,  under  an  assumed  name, 
started  as  director  of  a  wandering  troop  of  actors.  After  having  pre- 
viously squandered  the  fortune  of  his  first  wife,  who  died  of  a  broken 
heart,  Franz  Anton,  in  his  fiftieth  year,  and  father  of  five  children,  was 
married  again  at  Vienna  to  Genovefa  de  Brenner,  a  fair,  delicate  girl 
of  sixteen.  Unsuccessful  in  the  Austrian  capital,  he  returned  to 
Eutin,  and  there  became  the  town  musician.  It  was  under  these 
circumstances,  on  the  18th  Dec.,  1786,  Carl  Maria  von  Weber  was  bom, 
a  sickly,  weak  child,  suffering  from  a  disease  of  the  hip-bone,  which 
was  subsequently  the  cause  of  his  permanent  lameness. 

His  father,  whose  brother's  daughter  had  married  Mozart,  had 
long  determined  to  have  a  prodigy  in  his  own  family,  and  his  poor 
boy,  who  could  not  walk  till  his  fourth  year,  was  taught  to  put  his 
tiny  fingers  on  the  piano  and  to  sing  iJmost  before  he  was  able  to 
speak.  Baron  Weber  visited  various  towns  in  Germany  with  his 
strolling  company,  his  wife  and  child  following  till  they  reached 
Salzburg.  There  poor  Genovefa  breathed  her  last,  before  her  darling 
son  had  reached  his  twelfth  year,  who  meanwhile  suffered  much  both 
morally  and  physically.  .  .  .  With  an  incomplete  education,  and 
not  even  conversant  with  the  fundamental  rules  of  harmony,  he  was 
forced  to  write  all  kinds  of  music,  amongst  other  things  an  opera, 
*  The  Power  of  Love  and  Wine.'  .  .  . 

At  Carlsbad  the  manager  of  the  theatre.  Chevalier  von  Steinsberg, 
conceived  a  great  interest  for  the  young  genius,  and  even  trusted  to 
his  hands  the  libretto  of  an  opera  written  by  himself,  <  The  Dumb 
Girl  of  the  Forest,'  which  was  first  performed  at  Chemnitz,  and  after- 
wards, on  the  24th  November,  1800,  at  Freiberg  in  Saxony,  with  little 
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or  no  effect,  when  Franz  Anton's  disappointment  was  terrible.  A  few 
concerts  in  the  provinces  enabled  father  and  son  to  return  to  Salzburg, 
where  Carl  resumed  his  studies  with  Michael  Haydn,  and  formed  a 
lasting  friendship  with  his  fellow-pupil,  Sigismund  Neukomm,  known 
in  England  as  the  composer  of  various  oratorios  and  of  the  favourite 
song  *  The  Sea.' 

Here,  in  complete  retirement,  a  comic  opera, '  Peter  Schmoll  and 
his  Neiglibours,'  was  written,  which,  at  its  production  at  Augsburg  in 
1803,  left  no  trace  of  either  failure  or  triumph.  At  the  end  of  that 
year  the  young  composer  is  heard  of  at  Vienna,  where  his  father 
selected,  in  preference  to  a  sound  musician  for  his  teacher,  the  fashion- 
able composer  and  organist  of  the  period.  Abbe  Vogler,  through  whose 
recommendation  Weber  obtained  the  appointment  of  conductor  of  the 
opera  at  Breslan  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Here  he  acquired  his  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  stage,  and  advanced  to  the  highest  degree  of  proficiency 
on  the  piano.  A  dreadful  accident  now  pretty  nearly  put  an  end  to 
his  career.  He  was  laid  up  for  two  months,  and  his  enemies  availed 
themselves  of  his  temporary  illness  to  render  his  position  impossible 
to  be  held.  Fortunately  he  found  a  happy  asylum  in  the  house  of 
Duke  Eugen  Friedrich  of  Wiirtemberg,  at  Carlsruhe  in  Silesia,  where 
he  passed  a  few  peaceful  months,  conducting  a  small  but  excellent 
orchestra.  But  the  disastrous  war  with  France  in  1806  began  to  tell 
heavily  on  the  social  state  of  Germany ;  yet,  though  obliged  to  give 
up  his  establishment,  Duke  Eugen  did  not  forget  his  proteg6,  but 
recommended  him  warmly  to  his  brothers,  the  King  and  Duke  Ludwig 
of  Wiirtemberg,  and  Weber  became  private  secretary  to  the  latter. 

When  at  Stuttgardt  he  made  acquaintance  with  the  sculptor  Dan- 
neker,  Matthison  the  poet,  Louis  Spohr,  and  Danzi,  then  the  clever 
conductor  of  the  opera.  Through  an  unpardonable  indiscretion  on 
the  part  of  his  father,  Weber  was  compelled  to  leave  Wiirtemberg, 
and  went  to  Mannheim.  There,  in  the  house  of  his  namesake,  the 
celebrated  theorician,  Grottfried  Weber,  he  found  an  asylum  for  his 
fSstther,  to  whom,  though  sufi^Bring  from  the  mischief  he  had  done  him, 
he  was  attached  with  a  filial  devotion,  and  resumed  his  studies  with 
Vogler. 

From  that  period  the  real  development  of  Weber's  genius  may  be 
said  to  have  begun.  Another  of  Vogler's  pupils,  Jacob  Mayer 
Beer  (since  Meyerbeer),  was  the  son  of  one  of  the  wealthiest  bankers 
in  Berlin.  From  his  boyhood  he  evinced  undeniable  talent  for 
music,  and,  forgetting  his  millions,  took  to  it  in  right  earnest,  being 
already,  then  in  his  seventeenth  year,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
pianistes  of  his  time.  This  led  Carl  Maria  to  display  a  restless 
activity.  His  first  pianoforte  concerto,  a  great  number  of  his  most 
popular  Lieder,  six  sonatas  for  piano  and  violin,  and  his  operetta, 
*  Abu  Hassan,'  were  all  produced  in  the  same  year.  On  the  17th 
September,  1810,  his  opera,  *  Sylvana,'  was  first  performed  at  Frank- 
fort; but  a  balloon  ascent,  by  the  famous  Madame  Blanchard,  so 
absorbed  the  puWic  that  the  theatre  was  nearly  empty.     The  work 
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itself  then  only  a  feeble  '^ rifbdmento "  of^his  first  opera,  'The 
Dumb  Qirl  of  the  Forest/  though  applauded  by  the  scanty  audience, 
achieved  merely  a  succes  d^estime.  The  principal  part  was  performed 
by  a  charming  young  artiste,  then  in  her  eighteenth  year,  Caroline 
Brandt,  who  was  destined  to  become  Weber's  partner  for  life. 

At  the  beginning  of  1811  Carl  Maria  b^an  his  great  artistic 
journey  through  Qermany  and  Switzerland,  first  alone,  then  in  com- 
pany with  Baerman,  an  eminent  virtuose  on  the  daiinet.  On  the 
20th  February,  1812,  Weber  took  up  his  abode  at  Berlin,  in  the 
princely  house  of  Meyerbeer's  father,  where  he  was  received  as  a  son 
and  brother.  It  was  the  first  time  he  remained  long  enough  in  the 
great  North  Oerman  city  to  allow  its  peculiar  intellectual  and  artistic 
tendencies  to  exercise  any  permanent  effect  on  his  own  organization. 
He  succeeded  in  having  his  opera,  '  Sylvana,'  brought  out  at  the 
Opera  House.  It  was  received  apparently  with  much  favour,  but 
neither  then,  nor  at  its  reproduction  in  1814,  did  the  work  outlive 
more  than  a  few  representations,  though  it  contains  much  to  be 
preserved  from  oblivion.  During  the  struggle  relative  to  the  produc- 
tion of  *  Sylvana,'  Carl  Maria  received  fix)m  Gottfried  Weber  the  news 
of  his  father's  death,  which  affected  him  deeply 

Setting  out  again  on  his  wanderings  he  arrived  at  Prague,  where 
he  was  appointed  Musical  Director  of  the  theatre,  and  being  charged 
by  the  Impresario  to  provide  artists  for  the  season,  he  secured  as  one 
of  the  vocalists  Caroline  Brandt,  who  contributed  greatly  to  his  first 
success.  He  eventually  declared  his  attachment  to  her,  and  was 
accepted. 

Arrived  at  Berlin,  he  suddenly  foimd  himself  in  an  atmosphere 
of  agitation  and  excitement  pregnant  with  aspirations — the  vastness 
and  unanimity  of  which  were  new  to  him.  The  German  people,  by 
its  own  will,  its  own  power,  and  its  own  sacrifices,  had  subdued  its 
great  oppressor ;  and  it  stood,  after  its  victory,  like  a  young  lion  that 
had  first  felt  its  strength.  There  was  but  one  feeling  in  all  hearts, 
.  the  feeling  of  self-won  victory,  power,  and  freedom.  Weber  carried 
all  his  impressions  with  him  to  Grafen-Tonna,  an  old  castle  in 
Thuringen,  where,  en  route  to  Prague,  he  stopped  at  the  wish  of  his 
friend  and  admirer,  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Gotha,  and  wrote  the  two  in- 
spirations which  were  to  thunder  throughout  Germany,  'Lutzow's 
Wild  Hunt/  and  the  '  Song  of  the  Sword.' 

On  Christmas  day,  1816,  he  received  the  long-expected  engagement 
as  Capellmeister  to  the  King  of  Saxony,  with  a  very  modest  salary, 
and  now  began  the  period  of  combined  fame  and  suffering  which  did 
not  terminate  until  his  death  in  1826.  Here  his  wedding  took  place 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1817. 

The  King,  Frederick  August,  who  had  a  horror  of  any  innovation, 
only  yielded  reluctantly  to  ^e  representations  made  on  all  sides,  that 
in  regenerating  Germany  a  German  opera  was  requisite,  Italian  opera 
only  being  recognized  by  the  crowned  heads  of  the  German  Con- 
federation       Count  Einsiedel,   the   King's  ''Alter  Ego,"   a 
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haughty,  heartless  coiwtier  of  the  old  school,  oonceiyed  a  dislike  to 
Weber  at  his  first  interview.  He  delighted  in  worrying  the  yomig 
Capelhneister,  whilst  he  showered  his  favours  npon  his  colleagae  and 
rival,  Morlacchi,  a  composer  of  the  third  order,  bnt  a  wily  and  un- 
principled intrigner. 

Weber^s  .creative  powers  were  very  slightly  tasked  daring  all  this 
stormy  period  at  Dresden,  and  it  was  only  on  tihe  23rd  February,  1817, 
when  he  received  firom  Frederick  Kind  the  first  act  of  an  opera,  ^  The 
Hunter's  Bride,'  that,  when  reading  it  over,  as  it  were  a  spring  of 
melody  bubbled  up  in  him.  Not  until  four  months  later  did  he  write 
,  a  note  of  it ;  but  his  mind  grasped  the  subject,  and  the  complete  work 
stood  before  him  long  before  he  gave  it  a  substantial  form.  There  is 
not  a  single  piece  of  music  in  it  fiiat  he  did  not  turn  over  twenty  times 
in  his  mind,  until  he  so  felt  it  that  he  could  write  it  down  in  a  firm, 
clear  hand,  almost  without  altering  a  note.  He  may  be  said,  then,  to 
have  been  always  composing.  The  world  appeared  to  him  a  world  of 
tones ;  colour,  form,  space,  time,  were  transformed  by  a  mysterious 
process  of  his  inward  man  into  sounds.  But  happy  as  might  be  these 
ideas,  Weber  was  slow  at  writing  them  down. 

Many  other  works,  including  his  first  and  second  Mass,  his  cantata 
for  the  Golden  Wedding  of  the  King,  his  wonderful  <  Volkslieder/ 
a  charming  set  of  eight  pieces  for  two  performers  on  the  piano,  and 
his  popular  '  Invitation  II  la  Valse,'  as  well  as  the  last  of  his  grand 
sonatas,  belong  to  this  period. 

The  interesting  sketch,  *  Invitation  a  la  Valse,'  has  its  historical 
value.  It  marks  ihe  transition  to  modem  dance  music  The  valse 
had  been  previously  a  sort  of  mere  animated  minuet,  but  Weber  threw 
a  fiery  allegro  into  the  dance.  The  simple,  almost  childish  senti- 
mentality of  the  beginning  of  the  century,  with  its  pale,  insipid  style 
of  dancing,  had  sighed  itself  out.  Weber  bestowed  upon  his  music  a 
fine  chivaliic  tone,  mixed  with  human  passions  and  feelings.  Dignity 
and  simplicity  had  both  found  their  representative  music  in  the  ball- 
room, then  why  should  not  love  ?  He  was  the  founder  of  dance  music 
expressive  of  deep  feeling,  and  of  the  school  to  which  Strauss  altera 
wards  belonged.  He  showed  how  profoundly  he  was  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  his  age,  and  sarabandes,  gavottes,  and  minuets  were  banished 
through  his  influence  for  ever. 

Meanwhile  '  The  Hunter's  Bride '  was  again  rising  to  the  surfiftco 
of  Weber's  artistic  life.  Notwithstanding  a  serious  illness  which  had 
laid  him  low,  the  death  of  his  dearly-beloved  first  child  and  number- 
less other  troubles,  the  news  that  the  theatre  would  probably  be  opened 
before  the  close  of  the  season  1820  spurred  him  on  to  fresh  exertions, 
and  on  the  18th  of  May  of  that  year  the  last  note  of  the  opera  was 
written.  The  work  was  accepted  after  a  change  of  the  title  from  '  The 
Hunter's  Bride '  to  the  '  Freyschiitz.'  Scarcely  was  this  accomplished 
when  another  engrossed  all  his  time.  The  musical  drama  of  *  Preciosa,' 
written  by  the  eminent  actor  Wol£^  was  to  be  produced  at  the  Grand 
Opera  House  at  Berlin  immediately.    The  subject  interested  the 
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fertile  composer  so  much  that  he  finished  the  work  in  less  than  two 
months. 

At  the  beginning  of  February,  1821,  it  was  my  happy  lot  to  be 
accepted  as  Weber's  pupil.  I  shall  never  forget  the  impression  of  my 
first  meeting  with  him.  Ascending  the  by  no  means  easy  staircase 
which  led  to  his  modest  home  on  the  third  story  of  a  house  in  the  old 
market-place,  I  found  him  sitting  at  his  desk,  and  occupied  with  the 
pianoforte  arrangement  of  his  '  Freyschiitz.'  The  dire  disease  which 
but  too  soon  was  to  carry  him  off  had  already  made  its  mark  on  his 
noble  features:  the  projecting  cheek-bones,  the  general  emaciation, 
told  their  sad  tale ;  but  in  his  clear  blue  eyes,  which  were  but  too 
often  concealed  by  spectacles ;  in  his  mighty  forehead,  fringed  by  a 
few  straggling  locks ;  in  the  sweet  expression  of  his  mouth^  in  the 
very  tone  of  his  weak  but  melodious  voice,  there  was  a  magic  power 
which  attracted  irresistibly  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  approaching 
him.  He  received  me  with  the  utmost  kindness,  and  though  over- 
whelmed with  double  duties,  as  in  the  temporary  absence  of  Morlacchi 
he  conducted  both  the  German  and  the  Italian  operas,  he  found  time 
to  give  me  daily  lessons  for  a  considerable  period. 

His  previous  operas  had  only  achieved  a  moderate  success,  and 
Weber  felt  that  his  new  work  would  either  raise  him  to  a  high  pinnacle 
or  carry  him  to  the  grave  with  scorn  and  mockery.  When  I  joined 
him  at  Berlin,  on  the  2dth  of  May,  the  rehearsals  were  in  full  swing. 
Weber  had  the  whole  orchestra  under  his  control.  Not  a  wrong  note, 
not  a  false  accent  escaped  his  searching  ear,  and  though  in  appearance 
not  demonstrative  nor  excited,  in  his  direction  he  infused  his  spirit 
and  energy  on  all  the  performers. 

The  first  performance  was  fixed  for  the  18th  of  June,  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  On  the  preceding  morning  the  general 
rehearsal  took  place,  and  was  successful  beyond  expectation,  but  the 
accessories,  machinery,  &c.,  were  still  wofully  deficient. 

[Sir  Julius  described  the  very  great  success  and  commented  on  various 
detfuls  of  the  first  performance.] 

However,  the  profound  and  genuine  enthusiasm  of  the  public 
was  not  shared  by  the  press  of  the  day.  Zelter,  in  writing  to  Goethe, 
treated  the  subject  with  derision,  and  finished  by  saying  that  out  of  a 
amcdl  nothing  the  composer  had  created  a  cdosaal  nothing.  Tieck 
spoke  of  the  '  Freyschiitz '  as  the  most  unmusical  uprofir  ever  heard 
upon  the  stage.  Spohr  wrote :  ^^  As  I  never  had  a  great  opinion  of 
Weber's  talent  as  a  composer,  I  wanted  to  hear  this  opera  to  discover 
the  secret  of  its  wonderful  success ;  but  this  riddle  was  by  no  means 
solved,  and  I  can  only  explain  it  by  the  gift  possessed  by  Weber  to 
write  for  the  general  masses.*'  Weber  resented  the  sting  of  those 
harsh  and  unjust  criticisms  very  much.  He  had  been  working 
earnestly,  enthusiastically  for  what  he  considered  a  real  advance  in 
art,  and  it  was  painful  to  him  in  the  extreme  to  be  so  entirely  mis- 
understood, chiefly  by  those  on  whose  sympathy  and  encouragement 
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he  had  reckoned  so  mnoh.  ...  He  had  observed  in  his  long  career 
as  conductor,  that  the  form  of  operas  sanctioned  for  so  many  years 
did  not  entirely  answer  the  requirements  of  the  age.  Each  piece 
in  the  lyric  drama,  belonging  to  the  Italian  rSperioirey  whether  an 
aria,  a  duet,  or  a  morceau  d'ensemble,  was  perfect  in  itself  as  a 
musical  composition,  and  might  be  performed  without  scenic  effects, 
and  without  the  aid  of  the  vocalists,  choruses,  &c.  The  result  was 
that  these  elaborate  pieces  became  cloying  by  their  sameness,  nay, 
by  their  very  finish  and  perfection.  There  was  no  attempt  at  m- 
dividuality.  Not  so  with  Weber.  His  first  aim  was  to  endow  each 
of  his  operatic  works  with  a  distinct  colour  of  nationality.  For 
instance,  the  contrast  between  the  simple  *  Hunter's  Bride,'  with  her 
surroundings,  and  '  Euryanthe,'  with  the  stately  French  court,  could 
not  be  more  striking.  But  he  was  not  satisfied  with  this  general 
result ;  he  made  each  character  stand  out  in  bold  relief.  .  .  .  With  his 
memory  the  foundation  of  the  Bomantic  school  will  always  be  asso- 
ciated. Meyerbeer's  *  Bobert  le  Diable '  would  not  have  been  written 
but  for  *  Freyschutz ' ;  and  Bichard  Wagner's  *  Tannhauser '  and  *  Lohen- 
grin '  can  be  traced  to  '  Euryanthe.'  In  his  pianoforte  sonatas,  Weber 
comes  nearest  to  Beethoven;  in  his  Masses  he  approaches  Haydn; 
and  his  *  Concert-stuck '  is,  as  it  were,  a  pioneer  of  Mendelssohn's 
concertos.  He  may  also,  with  Schubert,  be  called  the  father  of  the 
German  Lied  ;  and  thus,  in  his  short  but  glorious  career,  embracing 
almost  every  branch  of  music,  he  gave  an  impulse  to  his  art  of  which 
the  beneficial  consequences  can  never  be  overrated.  It  is,  however, 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people  he  found  his  truest  acknowledgment,  and 
in  them  he  will  live  for  ever. 

On  his  return  to  Dresden,  he  found  his  little  nest  on  the  '  Alt 
Markt'  transformed  into  a  veritable  garden  of  roses  through  the 
affection  of  his  friends ;  but  not  the  slightest  notice  of  his  well-earned 
triumph  was  taken  by  his  colleagues,  his  superiors,  his  theatrical 
subjects,  or  the  public.  The  only  difference  he  found  was  a  fearful 
increase  of  professional  jealousy.  Things  went  on  in  their  despairing 
monotony.  .  .  . 

The  unexampled  success  of  Berlin  was  completely  thrown  into  the 
shade  by  the  frantic  reception  of  the  *  Freyschutz '  at  Vienna  in  1822. 
Every  tiieatre  in  Germany  followed  in  the  track  of  the  two  capitals ; 
and  everywhere  without  exception  was  the  work  received  with  accla- 
mation. At  Paris  Castil-Blaze  made  a  fortune  with  <  Bobin  des  Bois,' 
a  disgraceful  pasticcio.  At  London  the  Lyceum  and  Covent  Garden 
Theatre  produced  the  opera  almost  simultaneously,  with  the  garbled 
versions  and  interpolations  of  Cooke  and  Bishop,  to  crammed  and 
enthusiastic  houses ;  yet  poor  Weber  only  received  a  small  compensa- 
tion from  W.  Hawes,  and  not  a  penny  from  France.  The  total  receipts, 
including  pianoforte  score,  and  copyrights  from  sixty  theatres,  did  not 
amount  to  700Z.,  whilst  Mr.  Lecocq,  the  composer  of  *  La  Fille  do 
Mme.  Angot,'  has  earned  to  this  day  nearly  6000Z.  for  authors  and 
copyrights,  and  Verdi's  *  Aida '  brought  its  author  more  than  10,0002. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1874.]  on  Fe&er  and  hU  Times.  205 

Offers  of  engagement  from  all  sides  ponred  now  upon  Weber.  Bar- 
baja,  the  former  billiard  marker,  and  now  Impresario  of  the  three 
theatres,  Vienna,  Milan,  and  Naples,  gave  him  the  choice  of  either 
for  a  new  opera.  The  direction  of  the  grand  opera  of  the  Academic 
Boyale  at  Paris  left  the  selection  both  of  subject  and  time  to  Weber's 
option.  Copenhagen  and  Stockholm  were  also  among  the  postulants. 
He  decided  for  Vienna,  but  before  concluding  a  binding  engagement 
there,  the  too  conscientious  maestro  had  offered  to  complete  a  comic 
opera,  ^  The  Three  Pintos,'  for  the  Dresden  stage,  and  as  homage  to 
the  king,  which  was  declined. 

The  chief  difficulty  now  arising  was  how  to  find  an  appropriate 
libretto.  F.  Kind,  his  cleyer  literary  colleague,  had  taken  offence 
that  his  share  in  the  success  of  the  '  Freyschutz '  was  never  suffi- 
ciently acknowledged  by  the  press,  and  persistently  declined  furnish- 
ing another  subject.  Weber,  who  had  felt  dreadfully  annoyed  at  the 
sneering  remarks  that  after  all  *  Freyschutz '  was  only  a  drama  with 
music,  and  not  a  regular  opera,  resolved  to  compose  a  grand  work, 
without  spoken  dialogue,  in  the  true  heroic  style,  in  order  to  give  the 
lie  to  his  galling  detractors.  Fran  Helmina  von  Chezy,  a  middle- 
aged  lady,  who  had  acquired  a  certain  celebrity  by  her  readings  of 
hyper-sentimental  songs  and  by  a  fatal  facility  for  writing  verses,  was 
chosen  to  furnish  the  canvas  for  Carl  Maria's  grand  musical  picture. 
A  more  inane,  uninteresting,  antidramatio  patchwork  was  never 
offered  to  a  composer  than  this  miserable  burlesque  of  Shakespeare's 
'  Cymbeline,*  mixed  with  absurd  ingredients  of  her  own  invention.  The 
modifications  proposed  by  Tieck  and  Holtei,  dramatic  authors  of  great 
experience,  were  unfortunately  rejected,  and  with  an  almost  unnatural 
activity  Weber  went  to  work,  being  elated  by  the  birth  of  his  eldest 
son,  Max,  on  the  28th  April,  1822. 

In  his  Tusculum  at  Hosterwitz,  where  he  was  very  often  glad- 
dened by  the  visits  of  Jean  Paul  Bichter,  Tieck,  and  WiUielm  Muller 
ithe  poet  of  Oreece  and  father  of  Professor  Max  Muller),  I  had  the 
lappiness  to  spend  one  of  the  most  interesting  periods  of  my  life  with 
him  and  his  family.  Watching  the  progress  of  his  opera, '  Euryanthe,' 
from  the  first 'note  to  its  completion,  I  had  tjhe  beist  opportunity  of 
observing  his  system  of  composing.  Many  a  time  might  he  be  seen 
early  in  the  morning,  some  closely-written  pages  in  his  hand,  which 
he  stood  still  and  read,  and  then  wandered  on^  muttering  to  himself, 
through  forest  and  glen.  He  was  learning  by  heart  tiie  words  of 
<  £ur3ranthe,'  which  he  studied  until  he  made  tibem  a  portion  of  himself, 
his  own  creation,  as  it  were.  His  genius  would  sometimes  long  lay 
dormant,  during  his  frequent  repetition  of  the  words,  and  then  the  idea 
of  a  whole  musical  piece  would  flash  into  his  mind  like  the  bursting  of 
light  into  darkness.  It  would  then  remain  there  uneffibced,  gradually 
assuming  a  perfect  shape,  and  not  till  this  process  was  attained  would 
he  put  it  down  on  paper.  His  first  transcriptions  were  generally 
penned  on  the  return  fi^m  his  solitary  walks.  He  then  noted  down 
the  voices  fully,  and  only  marked  here  and  there  the  harmonies  or 
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the  plaoes  where  particular  instniments  were  to  be  introduced.  Some- 
times he  indicated  by  signa,  known  only  to  himself,  his  most  charac- 
teristic  orchestral  effects ;  then  he  would  play  to  his  wife  or  to  me 
from  these  incomplete  sketches  the  most  striking  pieces  of  the  opera, 
invariably  in  the  form  they  afterwards  maintained. 

The  whole  was  already  so  firmly  stereotyped  upon  his  brain,  that 
his  instrumentation  was  little  more  than  the  labour  of  a  copyist ;  and 
the  notes  flowed  to  his  pen  with  the  marks  of  all  the  shading  of 
expression,  as  if  copperplated  on  the  paper.  By  this  peculiar  mental 
process  the  enormous  quantity  of  work  which  he  was  able  to  accom- 
plish in  an  almost  incredibly  brief  period  can  be  explained.  The 
scoring  of  the  opera  of  '  Euryanthe '  fi^m  his  sketches  occupied  only 
sixty  days. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  September,  1823,  Weber  arriyod  at 
Vienna,  accompanied  by  me. 

Great  changes  had  taken  place  since  his  last  visit  ten  years  before. 
Beethoven  now  reigned  supreme.  A  new  light  had  arisen  in  Franz 
Schubert,  whose  songs,  'Erl-Eing'  and  'Margaret,'  and  whose  opera, 
'Bosamund,'  foreshadowed  his  future  celebrity,  and  Bossini  had 
brought  an  entire  bevy  of  song-birds  such  as  had  never  before 
enchanted  the  ears  of  the  fickle  and  impressionable  Viennese. 

The  rehearsal  of  the  opera  began  almost  immediately.  All  the 
artists  had  taken  to  their  parts  with  great  zeal — none  more  so  than 
the  charming  Henriette  Sontag,  then  in  her  eighteenth  year,  to  whom 
the  principal  part  was  allotted.  The  choruses  went  admirably — the 
orchestra  was  almost  perfect. 

On  the  surface  all  seemed  smiling  and  prosperous,  but  the  heart 
of  the  public  was  not  with  him  as  at  Berlin  in  1821.  Artists  found 
fault  with  the  work.  Franz  Schubert  spoke  in  a  manner  which 
proved  that  there  was  no  sympathy  between  these  eminent  composers. 
Advantage  was  also  taken  of  the  alleged  feud  with  Beethoven,  brought 
about  by  a  foolish  satire  against  the  'Eroica,'  written  more  thiBm 
twelve  years  previously,  and  which  Weber  never  ceased  regretting. 
Everything  was  done  to  foster  that  hostile  feeling,  but  the  mighty 
Ludwig  was  above  small  talk  and  mischievous  gossip,  and  most 
warmly  received  Weber  at  an  interview  desired  by  himself. 

At  the  performance  on  the  25th  of  October  the  outer  demonstrations 
were  certainly  far  noisier,  the  demands  for  encores  more  frequent, 
than  on  the  first  performance  of  '  Freyschiitz,'  but  not  even  the 
gorgeous  '  mise  en  scene,'*  the  admirable  interpretation  of  the  work 
by  chorus  and  orchestra,  under  the  master's  own  direction,  and  the 
precious  gems  of  melody,  so  lavishly  spread  over  the  whole,  could 
save  the  opera  from  the  fatal  and  heavy  weight  of  its  plot. 

The  performance  had  lasted  for  five  hours,  and  the  Italian  clique 
said  that  < Euryanthe'  should  be  called  *Ennuyante,'  and  that  as 
Weber  was  writing  for  eternity,  his  opera  must  be  eternally  long. 
The  author  himself  used  the  pruning  knife  mercilessly,  but  the  public 
had  been  un&vourably  impressed,  and  on  the  fourth  perfornoance,  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1874.J  on  Weher  and  hi$  Times.  207 

evening  of  his  departure  from  Vienna,  the  theatre  was  empty.  He 
had  scarcely  left  when  the  magnificent  creation,  now  genereJly  ac- 
knowledged as  his  masterpiece,  was  cut  almost  to  shreds  by  Herr 
Ejreutzer,  and  withdrawn  after  the  comparatively  insignificant  number 
of  twenty  representations. 

A  pause  now  ensued  in  the  exercise  of  Weber's  creative  powers. 
During  fourteen  months  after  the  production  of  '  Euryanthe/  not  a 
melody  was  awakened  in  his  soul,  not  a  scrap  of  song  was  noted  down. 
His  inactivity  became  so  habitual  to  him,  his  antipathy  to  work  so 
great,  that  he  shrunk  £rom  the  consciousness  of  this  state  of  mind  with 
a  kind  of  terror.  His  increasing  weakness  rendered  it  imperative  for 
him  to  diminish  all  his  labours  not  immediately  connected  with  his 
official  duties,  and  thus  I  was  compelled  to  part  with  my  beloved 
friend  and  master 

He  then  fell  a  prey  to  distressing  presentiments  for  which  he  could 
not  account.  The  feeling  was  more  than  ever  deeply  rooted  in  him 
that  the  end  of  his  earthly  existence  was  at  hand,  and  his  ardent  wish 
to  provide  for  his  increasing  family  became  almost  painfuL  Though 
most  unwilling  to  increase  Weber's  anxieties,  his  physician,  Hedenus, 
at  last  yielded  to  his  ceaseless  entreaties.  "  If  you  will  abandon  your 
every  day's  drudgery,"  he  said,  "  forget  music  and  composition,  and 
seek  relief  in  a  southern  climate ;  though  you  may  not,  even  then, 
recover  your  health  entirely,  the  disease  being  too  deeply  rooted,  you 
may  still  live  some  years."  "  And  if  not  ?  "  replied  Weber.  "  Then 
it  is  only  a  question  of  a  few  months,"  was  the  disheartening  answer 
of  the  old  doctor. 

Weber  had  been  to  Marienbad  during  the  month  of  August,  and  on 
his  return  entered  upon  the  last  phase  of  his  life.  In  the  beginning 
of  September,  1824,  Charles  Eemble  wrote  him  a  most  flattering 
letter  from  London.  Being  the  lessee  of  Covent  Grarden,  he  was  anxious 
to  give  additional  Sclat  to  his  direction  by  a  new  opera  composed  by 
the  author  of  '  Freyschiitz '  ^nly  a  few  weeks  earlier  a  similar  pro- 
posal had  been  made  by  the  Grand  Opera  at  Paris).  Weber,  who  had 
always  felt  a  strong  sympathy  for  England  and  for  the  illustriouB 
&mily  represented  by  Eemble,  accepted  the  London  offer.  '  Faust ' 
or  *  Oberon '  (taken  from  Wieland's  poem)  would  have  been  equally 
welcome  to  the  lessee  of  Covent  Gai^en ;  but  the  composer  having 
chosen  the  subject  of  his  former  friend  and  admirer,  the  tact,  ex- 
perience, and  talent  of  PlanchS  were  immediately  put  in  requisition, 
and  on  the  30th  December  Weber  received  the  first  act  of  the  libretto. 

The  poor  sufferer,  struggling  with  death,  began  only  then  to  study 
the  English  language,  which  by  unremitting  exertions  he  acquired  in 
a  short  time  to  an  astonishing  degree.  .  .  . 

How  in  his  state  of  pros^tion  he  could  find  the  freshest,  perhaps 
the  most  original  melodies  his  fertile  pen  ever  produced,  seems  almost 
marvellous.  There  is  a  perfume  of  oriental  roses  in  the  song, 
'  Araby,  dear  Araby  I'  and  the  mermaid's  song, '  O  'tis  pleasant  to  float  t' 
will  be  as  fascinating  fifty  years  hence  as  it  was  fifty  years  ago. 
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The  whole  opera,  exoepting  the  oyerture,  was  completed  on  the 
25th  January,  1826,  and  on  the  7th  of  February  he  started  on  his 
ill-fated  journey.  That  there  was  not  a  moment  to  spare,  that  ho 
must  reckon  with  a  miser's  avarice  every  pulse  of  the  life  so  quickly 
ebbing  from  him,  and  that  each  must  be  used  to  the  advantage 
of  w^e  and  children,  was  his  uppermost  conviction.  His  w^e 
manoeuvred  in  secret  for  his  friends  to  induce  him  to  renounce  his 
fearful  journey,  when  all  her  own  affectionate  efforts  to  this  intent  had 
failed;  but  lus  answer  was  the  same,  '^  Whether  I  undertake  this 
journey  or  not,  it  is  all  one ;  within  a  year  I  am  a  dead  man ;  but  my 
children  will  have  bread." 

Furstenau,  a  distinguished  flute-player,  a  member  of  the  Boyal 
Chapel,  and  devoted  to  him,-  was  his  travelling  companion.  The 
parting  was  most  distressing ;  still  the  novelty  of  the  journey  in  France 
acted  as  a  diversion,  and  on  the  25th  he  arrived  at  Paris.  Though 
resolving  at  first  to  remain  incognito,  he  could  not  resist  the  desire  to 
make  the  personal  acquaintance  of  the  great  masters,  Cherubini, 
Rossini,  and  Auber,  by  whom  he  was  received  in  the  most  friendly 
and  courteous  manner.  Each  visit  to  the  theatre  brought  an  ovation, 
gratifying  to  his  feelings,  but  still  more  undermining  his  shattered 
frame. 

On  a  cold,  unfriendly  March  morning,  Weber  left  Paris  with 
Furstenau.  At  Calais  the  consequences  of  his  exertions  at  Paris  well- 
nigh  ended  his  life.  For  a  long  time  he  gasped  for  breath,  but  by 
force  of  will  he  rallied  at  last ;  and  on  arriving  in  London  accepted 
the  hospitable  invitation  of  the  late  Sir  George  Smart,  and  the  kind- 
ness and  sympathy  there  bestowed  on  him  were  the  solace  of  his  last 
days. 

He  was  enthusiastically  received  at  Covent  Garden  on  his  first 
appearance,  and  still  more  so  when  at  the  same  theatre  he  took  his 
place  as  conductor  of  Oratorio  concerts. 

On  the  9th  of  March  the  rehearsals  of '  Oberon '  began,  and  on  the 
9th  April  he  completed  his  overture,  writing  at  the  end  of  his  score, 
as  was  his  wont,  "  Soli  Deo  Gloria  /"  There  is  no  similar  instance  in 
the  history  of  music  of  a  work  at  once  so  tender  and  so  vigorous,  so 
original  and  yet  so  musician-like,  being  written  under  such  conditions. 
It  also  embodies  more  than  any  other  the  bold  innovations  he  intro- 
duced in  the  construction  of  his  last  overtures.  The  generally 
adopted  plan  of  the  most  celebrated  composers,  with  rega^  to  the 
instrumental  introductions  of  their  grandest  works  for  the  stage,  had 
always  been  to  '^ prepare"  the  minds  of  l2he  auditors  rather  than 
'*  anticipate  "  effects  which  belonged  to  the  '*  action  "  of  the  musical 
drama,  and  arose  from  situations  or  incidents  in  the  course  of  its 
development.  With  Gluck,  Mozart,  Cherubini,  and  even  Beethoven, 
an  overture  was  a  complete  piece  of  music  by  '*  itself,"  quite  indepen- 
dent, and  nearly  in  every  instance  without  any  "  direct "  reference 
to  the  lyrical  drama  it  preceded. 

In  his  earlier  works,   *Sylvana,'  *  Peter  Schmoll,'  *Turandot,' 
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'The  Baler  of  the  Spirits,'  &c,  Weber  had  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  predecessors,  but  with  the  '  Freyschiitz '  he  began  to  tread  an 
entirely  new  path.  Employing  the  chief  materials  of  his  opera, 
moulding  and  knitting  its  various  elements  together,  like  the  laborious 
and  skilful  workmen  of  Florence  or  Bome,  the  joints  and  rivets  of  this 
artful  mosaic  became  only  discernible  to  the  practised  ear  of  the 
musician.  His  idea  was  to  give  a  complete  epitome — nay,  the  very 
essence  of  the  opera  to  follow  —  before  the  rise  of  tibe  curtain. 
This  system,  according  to  the  most  competent  critics,  interfered 
materially  with  the  perfect  musical  form  of  his  overtures;  but  the 
e£fect  produced  was  magical ;  and  though  perhaps  deficient  or  faulty 
in  construction,  their  success  is  even  more  universal  now  than  at  their 
first  appearance,  nearly  fifty  years  ago.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
for  colouring,  and  poetical  characteristio  feeling,  these  orchestral 
preludes  are  unparalleled  and  matchless. 

At  last  the  12th  April  arrived:  The  house  was  crammed  to 
suffocation — Weber's  reception  perfectly  overwhelming.  The  over- 
ture was  encored.  Huon's  great  air,  sung  admirably  by  firaham,  was 
re-demanded,  as  were  the  ballad  and  romance  of  '  Fatima,'  sung  by 
Madame  Vestria  When  the  curtain  fell  there  occurred  an  incident 
as  yet  unprecedented  in  England.  The  name  of  Weber  was  called 
louder  and  louder  still,  until  the  whole  house  joined  in  one  cry,  and 
the  composer,  trembling  and  exhausted,  appeared  before  the  applauding 
crowd,  which  now  burst  into  a  perfect  frenzy  of  enthusiasm.  His 
task  being  accomplished,  his  almost  indescribable  yearning  for  home 
and  a  bright  sky  increased  with  every  day.  Each  stipulated  repre- 
sentation of  his  '  Oberon '  under  his  own  direction  was  scored  off  with 
trembling  hands.  It  was  with  a  heavy  heart  that  the  suffering  man 
now  proceeded  to  play  his  last  trump-card,  upon  which  his  greatest 
hopes  were  fixed.  He  began  the  preparations  for  his  concert.  The 
celebrated  Miss  Stephens  (present  Dowager  Countess  of  Essex),  of 
whose  talent  Weber  was  a  great  admirer,  had  offered  to  appear  at  his 
concert 

Being  desirous  of  singing  some  new  composition  by  the  Master, 
Weber  could  not  resist  her  wish.  The  words  chosen  were  from 
Moore's  '  Lalla  Bookh ' — <'  From  Chindara's  warbling  fount  I  come  " ; 
but  the  effort  for  him  was  fearfully  painful,  and  twice  he  flung 
down  his  pen  in  utter  despair.  At  last,  on  llie  morning  of  the  18th 
May,  the  great  artist's  fleeting  genius  came  back  once  more,  but  the 
poor  hands  were  unable  to  write  down  more  than  the  melody  for  the 
voice.  From  this  sketch  Weber  rehearsed  the  song  with  the  celebrated 
artist,  and  accompanied  it  from  memory  at  the  concert.  Unfortunately 
the  evil  star,  of  which  he  so  often  complained,  had  not  forsaken  him 
on  this  occasion.  On  the  26th  May,  the  day  of  the  concert,  Epsom 
Baces  took  place.  The  same  afternoon  Signer  Begrez  gave  his 
concert  at  the  Duke  of  St.  Albans',  at  which  all  the  high  society  of 
London  was  present  Torrents  of  rain  poured  down  from  heaven, 
and  the  concert  hall  in  the  Argyle  Booms  was  almost  empty.    At  last 
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Weber  tottered  in  supported  by  Sir  George  Smart.  He  looked  around, 
a  bitter,  painful  smile  distorted  those  features,  usually  so  placid  in 
the  midst  of  every  suffering.  Miss  Stephens  warbled  his  song  to  the 
words  of  Moore.  These  tones  were  the  last  he  ever  produced.  The 
enthusiastic  applause  of  the  scanty  audience  fuled  to  cheer  the  heart 
of  the  dying  man.  After  the  closing  note  of  the  overture  to  ^  Eury- 
anthe,'  Ftirstenau  led  him  from  the  room.  He  fell  on  a  sofa  in  an 
utterly  shattered  state,  almost  breathless.  Friends  and  artists  sur- 
rounded him,  but  he  gave  little  heed.  He  only  murmured  in  a  fednt 
voice,  "  What  do  you  say  to  that  ?    That  is  Weber  in  London." 

His  heart  was  broken.  On  the  first  of  June  the  painful  symptoms 
of  the  poor  sufferer  had  so  much  increased  that  Dr.  Kind  considered 
his  state  highly  precarious.  His  friends  wrung  from  him  the  promise 
that  he  would  conduct  no  more,  and  even  give  up  his  own  benefit. 
This  resolution  appeared  to  bestow  fresh  spirits  on  him.  It  enabled 
him  to  hasten  his  return.  One  thought  alone  occupied  his  whole  soul, 
to  be  at  home  again  amongst  his  own,  to  see  them  if  but  once.  He 
fixed  his  departure  for  the  6th,  arranged  all  his  pecuniary  affidrs  with 
minuteness,  and  employed  his  friends  in  purchasing  presents  for  his 
family  in  Dresden.  The  attempt  appeared  impossible  to  all,  but 
not  to  increase  his  irritation  they  seemed  to  enter  into  his  views.  In 
his  last  letters  to  his  beloved  Lina,  he  pours  out  his  loving  souL  He 
writes  thus  with  a  gleam  of  his  old  spirit :  "  You  will  not  have  many 
more  letters  from  me,  and  so  receive  now  my  high  and  mighty  com- 
mands. Do  not  answer  this  to  London,  but  poste  reatante,  Francfort. 
You  are  astounded ;  well,  I  am  not  coming  home  through  Paris ;  what 
should  I  do  there  ?  I  cannot  walk,  I  cannot  speak.  I  will  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  business  for  years  to  come;  so  it  is  far 
better  I  should  take  the  straight  way  home  by  Calais,  through  Brus- 
sels, Cologne,  and  then  by  the  Ehine  to  Francfort.  What  a  charming 
journey  I  I  must  travel  very  slowly,  however,  and  probably  rest  for 
half  a  day  now  and  then.  I  shall  gain  a  good  fortnight  thus,  and  by 
the  end  of  June  I  hope  to  be  in  your  arms." 

Once  more,  on  the  2nd  of  June,  his  trembling  hand  traced  the  fol- 
lowing lines : — "  What  a  joy,  my  own  dear  darling,  your  letter  gave 
me.  What  a  happiness  to  me  to  know  that  you  are  well.  As  this 
letter  requires  no  answer,  it  will  be  but  a  short  one.  What  a  comfort 
it  is  not  to  have  to  answer.  Oh  !  were  I  but  amongst  you  again.  I 
kiss  you  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,  my  dearest  one.  Preserve  your 
affection  for  me,  and  think  of  him  who  loves  you  above  all."  (Thy 
CarL)  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  another  friend  of  Weber's,  Goschen, 
the  father  of  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  came  with  Moscheles  to 
take  leave  of  him.  He  spoke  almost  in  a  whisper,  but  always  of  his 
journey.  At  ten  o'clock  the  friends  Smart  and  Ftirstenau  insisted  on 
his  retiring,  and  conducted  him  to  his  room.  He  refused  the  latter's 
offer  to  sit  up  with  him,  and  would  not  even  leave  his  door  unlocked. 
His  last  words  were,  **  Now  let  me  sleep."  The  next  morning  Sir 
George  Smart's  servant  knocked  early  at  the  door,  as  he  was  wont  to 
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do;  not  receiying  any  answer  he  knocked  again,  and  louder.  The 
alarmed  servant  mshed  to  Sir  George,  who  hurried  to  the  room. 
Flirstenau  was  sent  for ;  to  their  repeated  knocking  no  answer  was 
returned.  It  was  now  resolved  to  force  the  door.  All  was  still 
within.  Only  the  ticking  of  the  watch  was  heard.  The  bed-curtains 
were  torn  back.  There  la^b  the  beloved  friend,  his  head  resting  on 
his  left  hand,  as  if  in  tranquil  sleep — not  the  slightest  trace  of  pain 
and  suffering  on  his  noble  features.  The  soul  yearning  for  the  dear 
objects  of  its  love  had  burst  its  earthly  covering  and  fled.  There  was 
peace  after  all  the  struggle.  The  immortal  master  was  not  dead ;  he 
had  gone  home.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  of  June,  a  long 
line  of  mourning  carriages  wound  their  slow  and  weary  way  to  the  far 
distant  chapel  of  Mooiri&elds,  To  the  solemn  strains  of  the  '  Dead 
March  in  Saul,'  and  Mozart's  'Bequiem,'  sung  by  Miss  Stephens, 
Miss  Paton,  Braham,  and  Lablache,  the  coffin  had  been  lowered  into 
the  vault,  and  there,  far  from  home  and  all  his  heart  prized  most, 
rested  the  body  of  Carl  Maria  von  Weber. 

Years  passed  away,  but  it  seemed  as  if  that  yearning  for  homo 
which  was  the  great  master's  last  feeling,  had  not  died  out  with  him. 
It  continued  to  haunt  those  he  had  so  fondly  loved.  In  the  year  1844, 
mainly  by  the  energy  of  Bichard  Wagner,  then  Capellmeister  at 
Dresden,  and  a  stanch  friend  of  the  widow  and  children,  Weber's 
last  wish  had  been  fulfilled.  He  was  again  to  be  at  home,  and  the 
flowers  on  his  grave  were  tended  by  his  beloved  Lina.  Bichard 
Wagner's  farewell  to  Weber  at  his  grave,  though  in  rather  high-flown 
language,  may  be  quoted  here,  as  embodying  the  feelings  of  his 
countr3rmen : — *'  There  never  was  a  more  Qerman  composer  tiban  thou. 
In  whatever  fathomless  realms  thy  genius  carried  thee,  thou  didst 
remain  chained  by  the  most  tender  links  to  the  heart  of  thy  German 
people,  with  whom  thou  didst  cry  or  smile  like  a  believing  child 
listening  to  the  legends  and  tales  of  its  country.  Yes,  it  was  thy 
child-like  simplicity  which  guided  thy  manly  spirit  like  a  guardian 
angel,  and  kept  it  pure  and  chaste,  and  that  purity  was  Ihy  chief 
chfffacteristio.  Till  death  didst  thou  preserve  that  supreme  virtue. 
Thou  wouldst  never  sacrifice  or  alienate  this  beautiful  inheritance  of 
thy  German  origin ;  thou  couldst  never  betray  us.  Behold,  the  Briton 
does  thee  justice,  the  Frenchman  admires  thee,  but  only  tiie  German 
can  love  Ihee  !  Thou  art  his  own,  a  bright  day  in  his  life,  a  drop  of 
his  blood,  a  particle  of  his  heart ! " 

[J.B.] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  February  2, 1874. 

Thb  DiTKB  OF  NoBTHUMBEBLAND,  D.O.L.  President, 
in  the  Cbair. 

The  Bev.  Frederic  Braithwaite,  M.A. 
Robert  Stephen  Faolconer,  Esq. 
The  Right  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen,  M.P. 
The  Lady  Gland  Hamilton, 
Henry  Forsyth  Harwood,  Esq. 
Surtees  Harwood  Harwood,  Esq. 
Robert  John  Taylor,  Esq. 
Joseph  Gsdsar  Zambra,  Esq. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Royal  Listitntion. 

With  reference  to  the  Letter  from  the  Managers  and  Members  to 
the  Family  of  their  late  President,  the  following  Letter  from  his 
son,  Sib  Henbt  T.  Hollaih),  Bart,  to  the  Secretary,  was  read : — 

"65,  Rutland  Gatb, 

''December  5,  1873. 

"My  dhab  Spottiswoodb, 

^  I  have  just  returned  from  abroad,  and  found  your  letter  enclosing 
the  letter  from  the  Managers  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Institution. 

''  I  beg  you  to  return  to  them  the  sincere  thanks  of  myself  and  of 
the  other  members  of  the  family  for  the  kind  expressions  of  sympathy 
contained  in  their  letter. 

''My  father  received  many  honours  in  his  lifetime,  but  I  think 
none  gave  him  greater  satisfaction,  or  was  more  highly  valued  by  him, 
than  his  election  to  be  President  of  the  Royal  Listitution.  It  is, 
therefore,  deeply  gratifying  to  us  to  learn  how  truly  his  conduct  in 
that  high  of&ce  was  appreciated  by  those  who  had  the  best  opportunity 
of  estimating  the  way  in  which  he  performed  his  duties  as  President. 

"  May  I  beg  you  to  bring  my  reply  under  the  notice  of  the  Mana- 
gers, and  to  assure  them  that  their  letter  will  be  treasured  by  us  as  a 
most  valuable  record  of  our  father's  services,  and  still  more  of  the 
affection  and  regard  entertained  towards  him  by  those  for  whom  and 
with  whom  he  worked  for  so  many  years. 

"  Believe  me  to  be,  very  truly  yours, 

«H.  T.  Holland." 

The  Pbbsbnts  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

Fbom 
AduarieB^  Inditute  o/— Journal,  No.  93.    8vo.    1873. 
Artonymow— The  Empire  of  Brazil  at  the  Vienna  Universal  Exhibition.    8vo. 

1873.    (With  Maps.) 
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Brituh  ArehUeeU,  Boyal  InttUuie  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-4,  Noa.  2,  S,  4.    4to. 

Britith  Mtueum  IVtMtees— Handbook  of  Edentate,  Thick-skimied,  and  Bnminant 

Mammals  in  the  British  Museum.    By  Dr.  J.  E.  Gray.    8vo.    1878. 

Gatalo^e  of  Prints  and  Drawings.    Division  L   Political  and  Personal  Satires, 

Vol.  II.  1689-1733.  8vo.  1873.— Facsimiles  of  Ancient  Charters.  Folio.  1873. 

CivU  Engineers,  IruiittUion  ©/—Minutes  of  Proceedings,  Vols.  XXXV.  XXXVt 

8vo.    1873. 
Clarkfj  Hyde,  Esq,  (the  Atdhor) — ^Memoir  on  the  Comparati?e  Grammar  of  Egyp- 
tian, Coptic,  and  Ude.    (K.  99)    8yo.    1873. 
EdUoTB — ^American  Journal  of  Science  for  Dec  1873.    Svo. 
Astronomical  Begister  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    8Ta 
AthensBum  for  Dec  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    4to. 
Chemical  News  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    4to. 
Engineer  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    Folio. 
Food  Journal  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    8vo. 
Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    Folio. 
Journal  of  Gas-Lighting  for  Deo.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    4to. 
Nature  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    4to. 
Nautical  Magazine  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    8vo. 
Once  a  Week  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    8vo. 
Pharmaceutical  Jonrnal  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    8vo. 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Science  for  Jan.  1874.    8yo. 
Telegraph  Journal  for  Dec.  1873  and  Jan.  1874.    4to. 
Elliot,  The  Lady— The  History  of  India  as  told  by  its  own  Historians,  by  Sir  H.  M. 

Elliot.  Vol.  V.    8vo.    1873. 
Greenwich,  Boydl  O&sen^atory— Greenwich  Obseryations  for  1871.    4to.    1873. 

Description  of  the  Water  Telescope  (in  Obseryations,  1871).    4to.    1871. 
HaU  and  Co.  Messrg. — The  Treasury  of  Languages.    IHto.    1874. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  Pbbruary  6,  1874. 

Warren  Da  la  Rub,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Alfsbd  H.  Garrod,  Esq. 
Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge, 

On  the  Heart  and  the  Sphygmograph. 

In  the  same  way  that  by  the  spectroscope  much  can  be  learned  as  to 
the  chemical  constitntion  and  the  physical  changes  going  on  in  the 
sun,  so  by  the  sphygmograph  applied  to  the  artery  at  the  wrist  many 
of  tiie  most  important  phenomena  occurring  in  the  heart  can  be  studied 
with  a  facility  that  cannot  be  otherwise  attained.  Till  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  sphygmograph  of  Marey  the  pulse  was  considered  to  be 
little  more  than  a  simple  up  and  down  movement,  because  the  instru- 
ments employed  to  register  it,  such  as  those  of  Herisson,  Ludwig,  and 
Vierordt,  developed  so  much  momentum  that  the  details  of  the  true 
trace  were  disguised.  In  the  instrument  as  at  present  employed,  the 
substitution  of  counterbalancing  springs  instead  of  weights  has  so  far 
improved  its  efficiency,  that  the  pulse  is  now  known  to  form  a  de- 
cidedly complicated  curve  if  its  movements  are  allowed  to  record 
themselves  on  a  moving  paper.  The  sphygmograph  trace,  as  thus 
produced,  gives  indications  in  two  directions ;  first,  as  to  the  action 
of  the  valves  of  the  heart ;  and  secondly,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  muscular  walls  of  the  ventricles  perform  their  work.  It  is  to  the 
former  of  these  subjects  that  most  physiologists  have  directed  their 
observations  in  employing  the  instrument ;  but  it  is  to  the  latter,  the 
more  important  of  the  two,  that  it  is  my  intention  to  direct  attention 
on  the  present  occasion. 

The  heart,  being  nothing  more  than  a  pump  of  a  peculiar  con- 
struction, much  may  be  learned  by  comparing  it  with  other  artificially 
constructed  machines  for  the  same  purpose.  In  most  such  machines 
the  force  which  keeps  the  pump  at  work  is  constant  in  power :  in  other 
words  it  does  not  vary  automatically  in  efficiency  with  the  amount  of 
work  that  is  expected  of  it.  In  the  locomotive  engine,  however,  there 
is  an  arrangement  by  which  the  furnace  becomes  hotter  as  the  speed 
at  which  it  moves  is  increased,  the  waste  steam  pipe  opening  into  the 
funnel  and  so  varying  the  amount  of  the  draught  through  &e  boiler 
tubes.  With  this  arrangement  it  is  nevertheless  evident  that  there  is 
a  great  waste  of  fuel  in  tiio  construction  of  the  furnace. 

It  is  quite  possible  to  construct  a  steam-engine  on  much  more 
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economical  principles,  and  the  accompanying  figure  illustrates  the 
manner  in  which  the  small  engine  on  the  table  is  at  present  working 


§ 

t 
I 

I 


(see  Figure).    The  boiler  (a)  being  sufficiently  heated,  drives  the 
engine  (&),  which  performs  work  by  pumping  coal-^aa  from  the  tube  c 
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throngli  the  pomp  d,  into  the  elastic  reservoir  e.  From  this  elastic 
bag  most  of  the  coal-gas  escapes,  through  the  tube  /,  into  an  ordinary 
gas-bag,  but  a  tube  (g)  carries  some  of  it  to  supply  the  Bunsen's 
burner  (h)  which  heats  the  boiler.  It  is  evident  that  with  this 
arrangement  the  size  of  the  flame  of  the  Bunsen's  burner  (^),  and 
therefore  the  pressure  of  steam  in  the  boiler,  which  is  the  same  as 
saying  the  efficiency  of  the  engine,  varies  wilJi  the  amount  of  work 
required  of  that  engine ;  for  the  greater  the  pressure  in  the  elastic 
bag,  the  harder  is  it  for  the  engine  to  perform  l3ie  work  required  of  it, 
and  the  greater  is  the  burner-flame.  With  a  certain  proportion  be- 
tween the  sizes  of  the  orifloes  of  the  taps  and  the  extensibility  of  the 
elastic  bag  and  tubes,  it  would  be  possible  to  arrange  this  engine  in 
such  a  manner  that,  within  certain  limits,  the  velocity  of  the  fly-wheel 
would  not  vary  with  the  pressure  in  the  elastic  bag ;  in  other  words, 
with  the  work  to  be  done.  That  the  heart  is  a  pump,  constructed  on  the 
same  principle  as  this  engine,  is  the  teaching  of  the  sphygmograph,  as 
far  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  interpret  its  curves ;  the  proof  resting  on 
the  following  considerations. 

First,  the  analogy  between  the  anatomical' distribution  of  the 
arteries  and  the  dififerent  parts  in  connection  with  the  engine  is  not 
difficult  to  trace.  The  coal-gas  corresponds  to  the  blood,  the  boiler 
(a)  together  with  the  engine  (&)  to  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart, 
whose  left  ventricular  cavity  has  its  analogue  in  that  of  the  bellows 
(d).  The  elastic  reservoir,  together  with  the  tubes,  corresponds  to 
the  systemic  arteries,  the  gas-bag  connected  with  the  tube  /  (the 
capillaries)  to  the  systemic  veins ;  and  the  tube  g  to  the  coronary 
arteries,  which  supply  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  with  nutrient 
blood,  just  as  it  does  the  boiler  by  means  of  the  burner  A.  This, 
however,  does  not  show  that  the  pumping  power  of  the  heart  varies 
directly  as  the  blood-pressure ;  that  such  is  the  case  depends  on  the 
opportunity  offered  by  the  sphygmograph  trace  for  the  estimation  of 
the  length  of  the  ventricular  systole  under  different  circumstances. 
Each  beat  or  revolution  of  the  heart  is  divided  into  two  main  parts — 
(1)  the  period  of  contraction  or  systole,  and  (2)  the  period  of  repose 
or  diastole.  The  former  of  these  occupies  the  interval  between  the 
commencement  of  the  primary  rise  and  that  of  the  dicrotic  rise  in 
the  sphygmograph  trace;  the  latter  from  the  dicrotic  rise  to  the 
commencement  of  the  succeeding  primary  rise.  In  all  good  tracings 
from  healthy  pulses,  these  two  points,  the  primary  and  dicrotic  rises, 
are  readily  found ;  and  their  relative  lengths  can  be  estimated  with 
great  accuracy.  A  large  number  of  measurements  have  enabled  me 
to  prove  that  the  relative  lengths  of  the  systolic  and  diastolic  portions  of 
the  ptdse-trace  do  not  vary  for  any  given  ptdse-raie.  But,  as  will  be 
granted  by  most  physiologists  who  have  worked  at  the  subject,  the 
hlood-pressure  in  Sie  arteries  is  quite  independent  of  the  pulse-rate. 
Consequently  the  heart  may  be  doing  very  different  amounts  of  work 
without  any  variation  in  the  pulse-rate,  which  is  the  same  thing  as 
saying  with  the  same  length  of  systole ;  which  makes  it  evident  that, 
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as  in  the  above-deBcribed  engine,  the  force  of  the  cardaic  muscular 
contraction  varies  directly  as  the  tiood-pressure,  knowing  what  we  do 
about  the  flow  of  fluids  through  capillary  tubes,  and  the  capacity  of 
the  arterial  system  under  different  degrees  of  blood-pressure. 

The  sphygmograph  trace  tells  us  more  than  this.  Though  the 
length  of  the  systoUc  portion  of  the  beat  does  not  change  with 
any  given  pulse-rate,  nevertheless  it  does  so  greatly  with  different 
rapidities  of  pulse ;  my  observations  showing  £at  the  length  of  the 
systole  varies  as  the  cube  root  of  the  whole  beat,  being  found  from 
the  equation  xy^  =  ^  X^  x  when  x  =  the  pulse-rate  and  y*  =  the 
ratio  borne  by  the  systole  to  the  whole  beat.  From  this  no  other 
inference  can  be  drawn  than  that  the  length  of  the  diastole,  or  period 
of  cardaic  rest,  during  which  fresh  blood  is  circulating  through  the 
ventricular  walls,  must  modify  the  contractile  force  of  its  muscular 
substance.  The  exact  extent  of  this  influence  can  be  more  readily 
estimated  by  a  study  of  the  cardiograph  trace,  which  is  obtained  by 
applying  the  sphygmograph  to  the  side  of  the  chest  at  any  spot  where 
the  pulsations  of  the  heart  are  to  be  felt.  It  may,  from  the  thus 
obtained  curves,  be  demonstrated  that,  if  not  exactly,  approximately 
at  least,  the  nutrition  of  the  heart's  walls  must  vary  as  the  square  root 
of  the  length  of  the  diastolic  period,* 

There  is  much,  therefore,  as  I  hope  I  have  been  able  to  show,  to 
be  learned  respecting  the  action  of  the  heart  from  measurement  of 
sphygmograph  tracings,  and  it  is  scarcely  too  bold  to  extend  the 
generalization  to  the  properties  of  muscular  tissue  generally ;  for  the 
ftbot  that  each  beat  depends  entirely  for  its  efficiency  on  the  peculiari- 
ties in  the  blood-pressure  and  the  duration  of  the  previous  diastole, 
removes  all  complication  as  to  incompleteness  of  e^austion,  and  all 
doubts  as  to  the  exact  amount  of  work  done  by  the  muscular  fibres 
themselves  of  that  most  perfect  of  engines,  whose  extreme  perfection 
enables  it  to  complete  in  most  of  us  something  like  750,000  beats  in  a 
week,  and  nearly  thirty  thousand  million  revolutions  in  a  person  by 
the  time  he  is  seventy  years  of  age. 

[A.  H.  G.] 

♦  'Journal  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology/  May  and  KoTember,  1873. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  Febraary  13,  1874. 

William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  LL.D.  Treasurer  E.S.  Secretary  and 
Vice-President,  in  the  Gbair. 

John  Doran,  Esq.  Pb.D.  F.S.A. 

On  the  Opponents  of  Shakespeare. 

Db.  Doran,  after  commenting  on  the  little  knowledge  we  possess  of 
the  life  of  Shakespeare,  and  the  absence  of  any  of  his  autograph  letters, 
characterized  Dryden  as  his  first  and  greatest  opponent,  than  whom 
no  one  had  more  disparaged  that  poet,  although  no  one  had  spoken 
of  him  in  higher  terms  of  praise.  The  Monarchy  and  the  stage  fell 
together ;  but  Shakespeare  was  re-enthroned  at  iiie  Bestoration,  soon 
after  which  Dryden  began  his  jealous  attacks  by  mutilating  and  horribly 
debasing  '  The  Tempest'  To  the  indignation  of  the  Shakespearian 
public  Dryden  replied  by  some  scornful  lines  in  the  Epilogue  to 
'  The  Conquest  of  Granada '  (Part  2),  and  then  attempted  to  justify 
himself  in  his  yigorous  pampiilet, '  The  Defence  of  the  Epilogue,'  in 
which  he  speaks  of  Shakespeare  as  uncultivated  by  education  or  by 
converse  with  courts.  Dryden  placed  Shakespeare  on  a  level  witJi 
Fletcher.  He  maintained  that  there  was  not  a  page  in  either  poet 
that  was  not  disfigured  by  '^  some  solecism  in  speech,  or  some  noto- 
rious flaw  in  sense,"  and  he  subsequently  adds,  ^*  of  language."  In 
this  *  Defence '  Dryden  pronounced  the  *  Winter's  Tale '  *  Measure  for 
Measure,'  and  '  Love's  Labour  Lost,'  to  be  so  meanly  written  that  the 
comedy  neither  caused  your  mirth  nor  the  serious  part  your  concern- 
ment. Dryden  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  Shakespeare  was  open  to  as 
much  contempt  as  admiration ;  that  he  was  as  often  asleep  as  awake  : 
and  that  he  constantly  fell  into  ^'a  carelessness  and  a  lethargy  of 
thought."  Dryden  asserted  that  in  the  hands  of  poets  since  Shake- 
speare, the  English  language  had  improved ;  he  ascribed  to  Waller  the 
merit  of  introducing  the  '^  well  placing  of  words  for  the  sweetness  of 
pronunciation ! "  and  he  found  a  proof  of  the  weakness  of  Shakespeare 
in  his  (alleged)  inability  to  carry  out  the  character  of  Mercutio  beyond 
the  third  act.  Dr.  Doran  proceeded  to  show  the  ill  efifects  of  Dryden's 
general  course,  1st,  on  dramatic  criticism,  as  illustrated  in  the  persons 
of  Eymer  and  others  who  followed  Dryden's  lead.  2ndly,  on  the  stage, 
where  Dryden  was  the  real  founder  of  that  abominable  school  of 
English  comedy,  the  appalling  indecency  of  which  was  not  compen- 
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sated  for  by  any  wit ;  and  3rdly,  on  Shakespearian  literature,  that  is,  on 
Shakespeare's  plays,  which  were  treated  as  Dryden  had  treated  *  The 
Tempest,'  by  a  long  line  of  the  opponents  of  Shakespeare,  who  called 
themselves  his  "  improvers."  The  speaker  showed  how  these  improvers 
had  missed  both  the  object  of  the  poet  and  the  moral  of  his  plays,  by 
examples  from  Davenant's  perversion  of  *  Macbeth '  to  Lord  Lans- 
downe's  as  absurd  perversion  of  *  The  Merchant  of  Venice.'  Dr.  Doran 
described  Jeremy  Collier's  denunciation  of  the  theatre  as  Dryden  and 
his  followers  had  made  it,  to  be  in  reality  an  advocacy  of  '*  the  well- 
trod  stage  "  of  which  Milton  had  approved ;  and  he  rendered  such 
justice  as  was  due  to  Dryden,  who  in  the  noble  '  Ode  on  the  Death  of 
Mrs.  Killigrew,'  expressed  his  grief  at  having  flooded  the  English 
stage  with  pollution,  but  who  got  the  better  of  his  grief,  wrote 
comedies  in  the  old  immoral  strain,  and  laid  the  blame  on  the  town, 
which,  he  said,  liked  nothing  better. 

Dr.  Doran  next  referred  to  "  the  Shakespeare  Ladies,"  and  "  the 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher  Ladies,"  who  are  noticed  in  Fielding's  play, 
'  The  Historical  Eegister.'  He  explained  the  objects  of  these  respec- 
tive opponents  and  supporters  of  Shakespeare,  and  narrated  how  the 
Shakespeare  ladies  enabled  the  managers  to  put  his  plays  on  the  stage, 
by  liberally  subscribing  towards  their  being  splendidly  represented 
and  according  to  the  original  text.  This  was  described  as  a  fitting 
preparation  for  the  coming  of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  interpreters 
of  Shakespeare's  sentiments,  and  one  of  the  noblest  representatives  of 
Shakespeare's  heroes — David  Garrick.  When  Garrick  visited  Pari% 
he  met  the  fiercest  of  Shakespeare's  opponents  on  the  Continent,  in 
the  opinions  of  Voltaire.  Dr.  Doran  iUustrated  the  history  of  this 
opposition  by  various  anecdotes ;  he  showed  also  how  Ducis  attempted 
to  adapt  Shakespeare's  plays  to  Voltaire's  so-called  '*  system,"  and  how 
the  adapter  became  more  Shakespearian  at  each  attempt.  Having 
sketched  the  history  of  the  various  endeavours  to  place  Shakespeare's 
plays  on  the  French  stage,  and  having  told  how  the  English  poet 
tiaumphed  there  through  the  great  actor.  Talma,  and  how  he  has  been 
added  to  the  stock  of  French  poetry  by  the  admirable  translation  of 
Fran9ois  Hugo,  Dr.  Doran  concluded  by  pointing  out  the  rarity  of  the 
true  poet,  and  insisting  that  no  man  could  be  supreme  in  the  suhUmest 
faculty  of  poetry,  but  under  a  divine  influence.  This  influence  enabled 
Shakespeare  to  display  the  mightiest  of  poetical  power  through  the 
very  simplest  of  means, — enthralling  the  sense  by,  perhaps,  a  few  one- 
syllabled  words ;  and  Dr.  Doran  asserted  that  in  the  best  teachings  of 
the  best  of  his  poetry,  Shakespeare  was  not  only  our  national  poet,  but 
more  essentially,  practically,  and  profitably,  our  national  saint  than 
any  one  of  the  Worthies  who  are  called  the  Champions  of  Christendom. 
"Their  shrines,"  said  Dr.  Doran,  "are  but  the  impalpable  webs  of 
Fancy ;  their  works  only  the  fond  imaginings  of  Bomance ;  but  the 
shrine  of  our  Shakespeare  still  sanctifies  his  native  Avon,  and  his 
works  are,  for  tiie  civilized  world,  a  joyous  possession  for  ever." 

Q  2 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

FridAy,  February  20,  1874. 

Geobob  Busk,  Esq.  F.E.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Ghair. 

Vebnon  Heath,  Esq. 

On  the  Autotype  and  other  Photographic  Processes  and  Discoveries. 

Photoobafhy,  young  as  it  is  amongst  the  sciences,  and  still  younger 
in  its  alliance  with  art,  has  made  during  the  comparatively  few  years 
of  its  existence  the  most  astonishing  progress. 

In  the  year  1842  I  was  working  out  the  marvels  of  Mr.  Fox 
Talbot's  calotype  process  with  something  more  than  merely  keen 
interest,  for  his  discovery  was  to  me  an  absolute  realization  of  that 
which  for  a  long  time  had  been  continually  the  subject  of  my 
thoughts.  I  was  accustomed,  in  the  days  I  refer  to,  to  sketch  a  great 
deal  out  of  doors,  using  for  assistance  a  form  of  camora-obscura  which 
was  then  made  for  ti^at  purpose,  and,  with  the  image  before  me, 
which  the  lens  of  my  camera  formed  on  its  copying  screen,  how  often 
did  I  wonder  whether,  within  the  wide  realms  of  chemical  science, 
there  existed  means  by  which  that  image  could  be  secured  I  Day 
after  day  I  thought  and  dwelt  upon  this,  as  others  no  doubt  had  done 
before,  until  at  last  there  came  one  eventful  Friday  evening.  On  the 
25th  January,  1839, 1  had  the  privilege  to  be  present  in  this  theatre, 
and  hear,  to  my  intense  surprise  and  grat&cation,  Mr.  Faraday 
announce  the  two  discoveries — the  daguerreotype  and  Mr.  Fox 
Talbot's  invention,  then  named  by  him  <' photogenic  drawing." 
Mr.  Faraday  invited  his  audience  to  inspect  the  specimens  displayed 
in  the  library  of  this  Institution,  and  I,  being  one  of  those  who  did 
so,  was  from  that  moment  in  heart  and  spirit  a  disciple  of  the  new 
science — Photography. 

Here  are  the  results  from  some  negatives  I  obtained  last  summer ; 
but  let  me  for  a  moment  go  back  to  the  period  I  just  now  referred  to 
and  its  results.  Here  are  prints  from  some  calotype  negatives  I 
obtained  during  the  summer  of  1842.  Let  me  show  you  one  of  these 
prints  by  the  side  of  this  (the  calotype  print  was  6x4^  inches,  the 
enlarged  autotype  48  x  38  inches),  in  order  that,  in  some  measure, 
you  may  see  the  degree  of  progress  that  has  been  made  in  so  short  a 
period  as  thirty-one  years.    I  am  sure  that  I  may  be  suffered  to  say 
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that  to  myself  this  is  a  comparison  of  extremely  great  interest,  though 
I  doubt  whether  I  should  have  drawn  your  attention  to  it  but  that  it 
enables  me,  by  pointing  to  the  progress  it  evinces,  to  say  that  the 
advance  photography  has  made  in  all  its  branches  and  applications  is 
just  as  marked  and  equally  as  great.  But,  successful  as  it  has  been, 
varied  as  are  its  uses,  it  has  had  to  contend  with  one  very  serious 
drawback — the  unstable  condition  of  the  photograph  itself.  All 
photographs  by  any  of  the  ordinary  methodn  are  subject  to  gradual 
and  spontaneous  chemical  change,  from  which  arises  their  want  of 
permanence.  This,  though,  is  so  well  and  so  generally  known  that  it 
is  unnecessary  that  I  should  dwell  upon  it,  beyond  saying  that  as 
soon  as  it  was  recognized  it  became  the  end  and  aim  of  a  large 
number  of  patient,  earnest  workers,  in  all  parts  of  the  world  where 
photography  was  known,  to  provide  a  remedy;  and  that  now,  to 
quote  from  an  article  in  '  The  Times '  upon  this  subject,  ''  by  the 
cumulative  effect  of  successive  inventions  and  improvements,  means 
have  been  found  for  accomplishing  this  end." 

Of  the  processes  which  have  had  this  object  in  view  the  autotype 
is  entitled  to  take  very  high  rank,  both  for  the  beauty  and  complete- 
ness of  its  results.  The  word  "  autotype  "  signifies,  as  you  will  have 
determined,  self-printing  ;  and  by  those  who  proposed  and  adopted  it 
it  was  intended  to  express  the  power  of  producing,  independently  of 
any  aid  or  action  other  than  tiiat  which  belongs  to  the  process,  a 
picture  in  monochrome,  "  whether,"  to  use  the  language  of  a  well- 
known  writer,  Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  "  it  be  in  red  or  black  chalk,  India 
ink,  sepia,  common  ink ;  in  short,  any  colouring  matter  that  can  be 
incorporated  with  gelatine  ;"  and  he  adds  that  *'  as  only  the  pigments 
which  are  the  most  permanent  that  are  known  to  art  are  used  in  the 
process  the  finished  autotype  is  as  permanent  as  the  pigment  which  is 
selected  for  its  production." 

In  the  explanation  I  am  about  to  give  you  of  autotype  printing 
and  productions,  I  will  ask  permission  to  pass  over  a  great  deal  of 
that  which  is  historical,  as  well  as  a  great  deal  of  that  which  is 
technical.  I  fear  that  this  is  but  scant  justice  to  the  process,  as  well 
as  to  its  numerous  discoverers;  but  even  if  time  permitted  me,  I 
doubt  whether  I  should  be  able  to  do  the  justice  I  desire  to  the  many 
eminent  persons  who  have  been  associated,  in  some  form  or  other, 
with  its  discovery  or  applications. 

I  must  content  myself  with  giving  an  explanation  of  its  most 
important  principles,  and  with  mentioning  merely  the  names  of  those 
whose  researches  and  discoveries  have,  during  the  last  few  years, 
brought  it  to  its  present  state  of  perfection  and  ease  of  manipulation. 
Foremost  among  these  are  Mr.  Mungo  Ponton  and  M.  Poitevin ;  the 
late  Mr.  Blair,  of  Perth ;  prominency,  Mr.  Swan,  of  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne ;  materially  and  importantly,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  the  Autotype 
Fine-Art  Company;  then  Mr.  Ernest  Edwards  and  Mr.  Window; 
and  last,  though  very  far  from  least,  Mr.  J.  A.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Sawyer 
who  are  now  members  of  a  well-known  firm  engaged  in  the  production 
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of  autotype  work.  For  assistance  and  contributions  for  this  evening 
I  am  greatly  indebted  to  several  persons ;  but  to  Messrs.  Spencer, 
Sawyer,  Bird  and  Co.,  I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations,  for  they 
have  not  only  supplied  me  from  their  factory  at  Ealing  Dean  with 
means  and  appliances  for  my  discourse,  but  Mr.  Spencer  has  very  kindly 
given  me  the  aid  of  his  valuable  services  for  my  demonstrations. 

Gelatine  plays  a  most  important  part  in  tiie  autotype  and  all  its 
kindred  processes.  The  colour  of  an  autotype  picture  is  due  alone  to 
the  pigment  which  is  used.  Here  is  some  gelatine  in  the  state  it  is 
before  the  pigment  has  been  incorporated  with  it ;  and  here  some 
with  which  various  colours  have  been  mixed — '^  pigmented  gelatine," 
as  it  is  called.  Paper  suitable  for  the  purpose  is  coated  on  one  side 
with  this  preparation,  and  if  not  needed  for  immediate  use  is  allowed 
to  dry.  Here  are  a  number  of  sheets  which  have  been  so  treated.  In 
this  state  it  will  keep  any  reasonable  time ;  light  has  no  action  upon 
it ;  it  may  even,  without  injury,  be  soaked  in  cold  water  and  again 
dried ;  but  if  put  into  warm  water  the  gelatine  is  dissolved,  and  the 
pigment  washed  away. 

To  render  this  preparation  photographic — that  is,  to  render  it 
sensitive  to  the  action  of  light — ^it  has  to  be  immersed  for  a  short  time 
in  a  solution  of  bichromate  of  potass.  Here  is  a  sheet  which  has  been 
so  immersed,  though  in  no  way  that  is  apparent  are  certain  properties 
of  the  original  preparation  altered ;  that  is,  it  will  keep  a  reasonable 
time  if  not  exposed  to  light,  and  it  is  still  readily  soluble  in  warm 
water. 

But  expose  this  film  of  bichromatized  gelatine  to  light  and  a  most 
important  action  is  set  up.  Ordinary  photography,  you  know,  is 
based  entirely  on  the  property  light  possesses  of  acting  on  nitrate  of 
silver  in  contact  with  organic  matter,  the  colour  of  an  ordinary  photo- 
graph being  due  to  the  reduction  of  the  silver,  and  its  subsequent 
toning  with  gold.  But  in  the  autotype,  and  all  like  processes,  the 
photographic  action  is  not  so  much  a  colour  change  as  in  the  silver 
print,  but  a  change  in  the  character  of  the  bichromatized  gelatine  of 
this  nature — that  which,  before  exposure  to  light,  was  readily  soluble, 
becomes  by  exposure  to  light,  insoluble.  By  the  way,  it  will  be 
convenient  now  and  hereafter  to  call  this  compound  of  gelatine  and 
colour  by  the  name  that  has  been  given  to  it — '^tissue."  It  is 
unsensitized  tissue  before  immersion  in  the  bichromate,  sensitized 
tissue  afterwards. 

Suppose,  now,  we  place  this  card,  with  the  openings  I  have  cut 
upon  it,  on  a  piece  of  sensitized  tissue,  and  expose  them  to  light  in  the 
ordinary  printing-frame  of  the  photographer,  all  those  portions  of  the 
tissue  which  can  be  seen  through  the  openings  of  the  card,  are,  by  the 
action  of  light,  rendered  insoluble,  wlule  the  protected  parts  remain 
soluble  and  can  be  readily  washed  away,  giving  in  the  end  the  result 
I  have  here.  Now,  although  this  illustration  answers  my  immediate 
purpose,  and  exhibits  the  particular  change  I  have  referred  to,  it 
explains  little  indeed  of  the  whole  change  light  is  able  to  effect  in  the 
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sensitized  tissue.  This,  as  we  go  on,  we  shall  see  is  far  more  in- 
teresting, far  more  important,  and,  I  may  add,  far  more  wonderful. 
The  absolute  action  of  light  upon  the  tissue  may  be  epitomized  thus  : — 
The  degree  of  insolubility  that  is  attained,  or  the  degree  of  solubility 
that  is  preserved,  is  in  exact  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  light 
is  shut  out  from,  or  let  into,  the  coating  of  bichromatized  gelatine; 
that  is,  suppose  we  intervene  between  the  tissue  and  the  light  a  means 
of  resistance  constructed  on  an  exact  scale  of  gradation  of  tones 
running  from  transparency  to  opacity,  we  should  translate  that  re- 
sistance into  the  same  exact  gradations  of  the  pigment  which  had  been 
mixed  with  the  gelatine. 

[This  proposition,  involving  as  it  does  the  most  important  prin- 
ciples of  the  process,  was  fully  explained  and  illustrated  by  the  use  of 
a  large  diagram,  by  which  the  relative  degrees  of  insolubility  and 
solubility  were  exhibited  as  the  result  of  the  light's  action  under 
certain  particular  circumstances ;  the  diagram  being  also  used  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  where  the  insoluble  film  was  the  thickest 
there  would  be  the  darkest  tone  of  colour,  and  where  it  was  the  thinnest 
there  was  the  lightest  tone,  and  that  between  those  extremes  all 
the  other  gradations  of  tone  are  formed.  A  large  autotype  landscape 
of  the  Vcde  of  Festiniog,  from  a  negative  taken  by  the  speaker,  was 
referred  to  as  proof  of  this,  the  varying  planes  of  distances  being 
rendered  in  the  most  perfect  way.  Mr.  Spencer  and  his  assistants 
then  proceeded  to  develop  an  autotype  print  of  unusual  size,  the 
speaker  again  using  the  diagram  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  why 
the  transfer  paper  was  attached  and  the  original  paper  support 
removed.  Mr.  Spencer  succeeded  most  admirably  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  print,  the  subject  of  which  was  Windsor  Castle  from  the 
Thames.] 

The  speaker,  having  explained  certain  points  which  it  was  necessary 
to  make  clear  during  the  process  of  developing  his  Windsor  Castle 
picture,  said : — Now,  regarding  autotype  pictures  of  this  character,  and 
of  the  larger  size  behind  me,  since  this  discourse  was  announced  I  have 
been  so  £^quently  asked  to  explain  the  special  method  employed  for 
their  production  that  I  am  led  to  think  it  has  sufficient  general  interest 
to  justify  my  doing  so,  especially  as  my  description  will  be  very  short. 
Our  illustration  here,  as  well  as  these  and  the  many  other  examples 
which  have  at  different  times  been  exhibited  in  the  library  of  this 
Institution,  are  all  enlarged  from  negatives  of  this  size  (12  x  10 
inches).  The  method  used  is  extremely  simple,  and  is  itself  of  much 
earlier  date  than  the  autotype  process.  I  find  from  the  '  Journal  of  the 
Photographic  Society  of  London,'  that  nearly  twelve  years  ago  I  de- 
scribed, at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  a  plan  of  enlarging 
which  at  that  time  I  was  using  extensively,  and  which,  practically,  is 
identical  with  that  now  used  for  the  production  of  these  pictures, 
with  the  exceptions  that  an  autotype  transparency  is  substituted  for  a 
silver-on-ooUodion  one  and  an  autotype  for  the  final  resulting  print  in 
lieu  of  the  usual  silver  print.    The  operations  are  these : — A  tissue 
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from  and  by  contact  with  the  negative  to  be  enlarged, 
t,  being  transferred  for  its  permanent  support  to  clear 
;lass,  is  therefore  what  is  termed  a  ^  transparency." 
ansparency,  if  made  from  a  good  negative,  is  extremely 
I  is  immeasurably  superior  to  any  photographic  print 
3  obtained  from  the  same  negative  by  ordinary  means, 
uperior  to  a  transparency  produced  by  the  old  method 
M)llodion.  It  is  really  to  the  perfect  character  and 
e  autotype  transparency  that  the  great  success  of  the 

resulting  from  it  is  due.  The  merit  of  first  using  a 
rency  for  enlarging  is,  I  believe,  due  to  Mr.  Window,  of 

he  transparency  is  in  all  respects  satisfactory,  it  is  set  up 
Lens ;  the  size  of  the  resulting  negative  depending  upon 
;th  of  the  lens,  and  on  the  distance  the  transparency,  the 

position  for  the  negative  are  apart.  The  negative  so 
in  ordinary  silver-on-collodion  one,  and  to  avoid  inver- 
isulting  autotype  print  the  transparency  is  put  film  side 
ls  to  magnitude,  a  negative  can  be  produced  of  any  size 
nits  of  a  camera  and  its  adjuncts.  The  size  of  the  plates 
Lves  from  which  these  pictures  are  produced  are  each 

I  see  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  equfJly*  perfect  results 
ble  the  size.     By  the  exercise  of  care  and  IskQl  in  the 

there  need  be  no  loss  of  detail  or  sharpness ;  whatever 
)cts  is  the  condition  of  the  original  negative,  so  is  the 

the  reproduction,  without  reference  to  the  amount  of 

dy  a  great  deal  is  due  to  the  ability  and  technical  know- 
.  Spencer,  Sawyer,  Bird  and  Co.  have  brought  to  bear  in 
the  details  of  the  process ;  but  the  character  and  quality 

I  negative  afifects  most  materially  the  character  and  quality 
dug  enlargement.  Partly  due  to  the  long  period  over 
n  experiments  in  enlarging  processes  extend,  my  landscape 

found  to  possess  a  ^stinctive  and  peculiar  fitness  for 
k ;  but,  as  this  is  a  matter  I  could  not,  nor  should  not, 

II  merely  say  that,  in  the  event  of  anyone  desiring  to  see 
of  my  negatives,  I  have  had  four  representative  specimens 
brary. 

67  to  the  concluding  branch  of  my  discourse.  Thus  far  xny 
have  been  limited  to  considering  the  autotype  process  aa 
br  certain  of  the  usual  photographic  processes ;  but  it  lias 
application,  the  nature  of  which  is  such  that  those  wHo 
see  it  for  the  first  time  do  so  with  very  great  surprise. 
[)  was  one  of  the  early  discoverers  of  that  which  resulted 
found  that  the  surface  of  gelatine  rendered  insoluble  l>jr 
d  the  property  of  repelling  water  as  from  a  greasy  sur&oe, 
g  a  design  to  be  inked  with  printing-ink  and  an  impries- 
taken  from  the  inked  surface  on  to  paper — a  prooees 
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analogous  to  the  operation  known  as  lithography.  Founded  on 
Poitevin's  discovery  is  that  which  is  now  known  as  the  ^'  mechanical 
autotype  printing  process,"  by  which,  on  a  plate  prepared  more  or 
less  by  the  means  used  for  autotype  productions  as  I  have  explained 
them,  a  print  from  a  negative  is  obtained,  and  the  plate  being  then 
placed  in  a  printing-press  copies  of  it  can  be  produced  in  printers'  ink 
or  in  any  permanent  pigment  with  great  rapidity ;  whilst  the  proofs 
themselves,  in  their  delicacy  of  texture,  gradation,  and  faithful  render- 
ing of  the  minutest  detail,  leave  little  to  be  desired. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  method  of  printing  id  based  is 
this : — Avoiding  the  actual  details  of  the  manipulation,  a  plate,  which 
in  this  case  is  a  thick  piece  of  finely-ground  glass,  is  coated  with  a 
solution  of  gelatine  and  bichromate,  and,  when  dry  and  hard,  is 
exposed  under  a  negative.  Much — indeed  all — depends  upon  the 
proper  hardening  of  the  film,  the  method  of  accomplishing  this  being 
that  for  which  a  patent  was  taken  out  in  October,  1869,  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Autotype  Fine- Art  Company. 

After  the  exposure  under  a  negative  it  is  washed  in  cold,  not  hot, 
water,  as  in  the  ordinary  autotype  process — not  with  a  view  to  remove 
any  portion  of  the  gelatine,  but  simply  to  get  rid  of  the  bichromate, 
and  to  permit  the  gelatine  to  become  saturated  with  moisture,  which 
it  will  absorb  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  action  of  light.  This  film, 
after  treatment  with  water,  is  just  in  the  condition  of  a  moistened 
lithographic  stone.  If  a  roller  charged  with  greasy  ink  be  applied 
to  its  surface,  the  ink  will  be  repelled  by  the  moist  portions,  but 
will  adhere  to  the  dry  or  insoluble  portions,  as  it  would  to  the 
greasy  image  on  the  stone.  The  ink  adheres  to  the  image  in  the 
exact  ratio  of  its  freedom  from  moisture.  An  exact  transcript  of 
the  negative  is  thus  secured  in  printing-ink  on  the  layer  of  gelatine, 
and  a  sheet  of  paper  being  placed  upon  it,  and  suitable  pressure 
applied,  a  print  is  produced. 

By  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Spencer,  Sawyer,  Bird  and  Co.  I  am 
enabled  to  show  you  the  production  of  prints  by  this  method.  Here, 
in  its  place  in  this  printing-press,  is  a  plate  upon  the  surface  of  which 
is  a  result  obtained  from  contact  with  a  negative  and  exposure  to  light 
as  in  our  former  illustrations.  And  now,  as  Mr.  Spencer  has  been 
good  enough  to  bring  with  him  one  of  his  skilled  assistants,  I  cannot 
do  better  than  leave  the  completion  of  the  demonstration  in  his  hands. 
The  operations  are,  as  you  see,  strictly  analogous  to  those  of  litho- 
graphy. The  ink  adheres  to  those  portions  which  refused  to  take  the 
water,  and  in  exactly  the  same  degree  as  the  repellent  action  was 
manifested.  Now  it  is  ready  for  printing ;  so  the  paper  is  carefully 
placed  upon  it,  and  now,  proceeding  just  as  does  the  lithographer,  we 
shall  then  have  our  result. 

This,  then,  is  the  autotype  process  divided  into  its  two  classes — 
that  which  substitutes  the  ordmary  photographic  methods,  and  that 
which  results  from  the  printing-press  in  a  manner  analogous  to  litho- 
graphy. To  summarize:  each  class  possesses  great  pictorial  excellence 
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and  beauty,  both  render,  as  you  have  seen,  with  the  utmost  delicacy 
every  gradation  of  tone ;  and  any  tint  of  monochrome  possible  to  the 
painter  can  be  obtained  in  their  production,  and  this,  too,  with  a 
tenure  of  permanency  which  may  fairly  be  assumed  to  be  as  secure  as 
the  Indian-ink  drawing,  to  which  experienoe  enables  us  to  assign  a 
stability  of  at  least  some  centuries.  In  both  classes  there  is  great 
simplicity  and  practicability,  the  object  of  each  operation  is  perfectly 
clear  and  well  understood,  each  step  in  the  process  foUows  the  other 
in  regular  and  unvarying  sequence,  and  all  the  manipulations  are 
easily  performed.  There  is  no  complexity  requiring  unusual  intelli- 
gence to  understand,  and  there  are  no  uncertain  conditions  in  which 
success  is  left  to  chance  or  guess-work. 

Before  concluding,  I  ought  to  say  that  there  are  several  other 
processes  now  in  extensive  use  the  basis  of  which  is  gelatine  and 
bichromate  of  potass.  The  Heliotype,  the  Woodbury  system,  and  the 
various  processes  which,  under  Sir  Henry  James,  are  in  use  in  the 
Ordnance  Departments — all  more  or  less  depend  upon  the  use  of 
gelatine  and  bichromate  of  potass.  Bemembering  the  position  Mr.  Fox 
Talbot  holds  as  the  pioneer  of  the  photographic  processes  in  this 
country,  it  is  due  to  him  to  mention  that  he  was  amongst  the  earliest 
— if  not  really  the  earliest — discoverers  of  the  gelatine  and  bichromate 
of  potass  process. 

In  the  library  you  will  find,  thanks  to  my  many  contributors, 
several  interesting  and  striking  illustrations  of  the  various  processes  I 
have  spoken  of.  You  will  find  also  special  applications  of  these  pro- 
cesses :  of  these  I  will  particularly  mention  the  beautiful  specimens  of 
the  Woodbury  process,  and  the  marvellous  reproductions  of  the  Old 
Masters  and  other  subjects  of  the  greatest  interest  contributed  by  the 
Autotype  Fine- Art  Company. 

Here,  then,  my  task  finishes — imperfectly  and  incompletely,  I  fear. 
I  will,  however,  permit  myself  to  hope  that  I  may  rely,  not  merely  on 
your  generous  and  liberal  interpretation  of  it,  but  that  I  may  even 
consider  I  have  furnished  a  fairly  sufficient  answer  to  the  question  I 
hear  so  often  asked — '^  What  is  autotype?"  and  that  from  what  has 
been  said  and  done  to-night,  you  will  be  convinced  that  in  autotype 
we  have  an  additional  and  important  aid  to  photography,  especially  as 
it  affects  its  progress.  On  this  point  I  think  I  cannot  more  appropri- 
ately close  my  discourse  than  by  using  the  identical  words  Mr.  Faraday 
spoke  from  this  place  on  the  January  Friday  evening  when  he  intro- 
duced Mr.  Fox  Talbot's  photogenic  drawings.  Speaking  of  them, 
Mr.  Faraday  said : — '^  No  human  hand  has  hitherto  traced  such  lines 
as  these  drawings  display ;  and  what  man  may  hereafter  do,  now  that 
Dame  Nature  has  become  his  drawing-mistress,  it  is  impossible  to 
predict." 

[V.H.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  February  27, 1874. 

Geobgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer  and  Yioe-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Fbanois  Galton,  Esq.  F.R.S.  M.B.I. 

On  Men  of  Sdence,  their  Nature  and  their  Nurture. 

The  purport  of  this  discourse  is  to  specify  the  chief  qualities  by  which 
the  English  men  of  science  of  the  present  day  are  charactenzed,  to 
show  the  possibility  of  defining  and  roughly  measuring  the  amount 
of  any  of  tiiose  qualities,  and  to  conclude  by  summarizing  the  opinions 
of  the  scientific  men  on  the  merits  and  demerits  of  their  own  educa- 
tion, giving  an  interpretation  of  what,  according  to  their  own  showing, 
they  would  have  preferred.  My  data  are  obtained  from  a  large 
collection  of  autobiographical  notes,  most  obligingly  communicated 
to  me  by  a  large  part  of  the  leading  members  of  the  scientific  world. 
Applications  were  addressed  to  180  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society, 
who,  in  addition  to  their  ^  F.E.S.,"  had  gained  medals  or  filled  posts 
of  recognized  scientific  position;  115  answers  have  already  been 
received,  of  which  80  or  9  are  full  and  minute  replies  to  my 
long  and  varied  series  of  questions.  But  I  can  deal  with  only  a  few 
deductions  from  this  valuable  material,  and  must  refer  to  a  forth- 
coming work  for  the  rest. 

It  is  of  interest  to  know  the. ratio  which  the  numbers  of  the 
leading  scientific  men  bear  to  the  population  of  England  generally. 
I  obtain  it  in  this  way.  Although  180  persons  only  were  on  my  list, 
I  reckon  that  it  would  have  been  possible  to  have  included  800  of  the 
same  ages,  without  descending  in  the  scale  of  scientific  position  ;  also 
it  appears  that  the  ages  of  hcJf  of  the  number  on  my  list  lie  between 
50  and  65,  and  that  about  three-quarters  of  these  may  be  considered 
English.  I  combine  these  numbers,  and  compare  tiiem  with  that 
of  the  male  population  of  England  and  Wales,  between  the  same 
limits  of  age,  and  find  the  required  ratio  to  be  about  one  in  10,000. 
What  then  are  the  conditions  of  nature,  and  the  various  circumstances 
and  conditions  of  life, — which  I  include  under  the  general  name  of 
nurture, — which  have  selected  that  one  and  left  the  remainder  ?  Some 
may  feel  surprise  that  so  many  as  300  persons  are  to  be  found  in  the 
United  Kingdom  who  deserve  the  title  of  scientific  men ;  probably 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  concentrate  their  attention  upon  a  few 
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notabilities,  and  to  ignore  their  colleagues.  It  must,  however,  be 
recollected  that  all  biographies,  even  of  the  greatest  men,  reveal 
numerous  associates  and  competitors  whose  merit  and  influence  were 
far  greater  than  had  been  suspected  by  the  outside  world.  Great 
discoveries  have  often  been  made  simultaneously  by  workers  ignorant 
of  each  other's  labours.  This  shows  that  they  had  deriv^  their 
inspiration  from  a  common  but  hidden  source,  as  no  mere  chance 
would  account  for  simultaneous  discovery.  It  would  appear  that  few 
discoveries  are  wholly  due  to  a  single  man,  but  rather  that  vague  and 
imperfect  ideas,  which  float  in  conversation  and  literature,  must  grow, 
gather,  and  develop,  until  some  more  perspicuous  and  prompt  mind 
than  the  rest,  clearly  sees  them.  The  first  discoverers  b^t  their 
contempoi*aries  in  point  of  time,  and  it  is  therefore  due  to  them,  not 
that  science  progresses,  but  that  her  progress  is  as  rapid  as  it  is.  We 
must  neither  underrate  nor  overrate  their  achievements.  I  would 
compare  the  small  band  of  men  who  have  achieved  a  conspicuous 
scientific  position,  to  islands,  which  are  not  the  detached  phenomena 
they  appear,  but  only  the  uppermost  portions  of  hills,  whose  bulk  is 
unseen.  To  pursue  this  metaphor ;  the  range  of  my  inquiry  dips  a 
few  fathoms  below  the  level  at  which  popular  reputation  begins. 

I  proceed  to  speak  of  the  qualities  which  the  returns  specify  aa 
most  oon^icuous  in  scientific  men,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  make 
thom  tell  their  own  tale  by  quoting  anonymous  extracts  from  their 
communications. 

The  first  in  order  of  importance  is  energy,  both  of  body  and  of 
mind.  It  appears  to  be  possessed  in  an  unusual  degree  by  thre^ 
fourths  of  the  men  in  my  list.  I  should  mention  that  the  list 
contains  a  very  few  names  of  travellers  of  extraordinary  endurance, 
such  as  the  late  Dr.  Livingstone  ;  but  that  I  do  not  speak  of  these  in  the 
following  extracts : — 1.  '*  Have  rowed  myself  in  a  skiff  105  miles  in 
21  hours  whilst  undergraduate  at  Cambridge/'  (This  is,  I  believe,  a 
feat  that  not  one  undergraduate  in  500  could  do.)  '*  Bowed  in  every 
race  during  my  stay  at  the  University;  rowed  two  years  in  the 
University  crews."  2.  "Walked  many  a  time  50  miles  a  day 
without  &tigue,  and  kept  up  five  miles  an  hour  for  three  or  four 
hours."  3.  "Excelled  at  school  and  college  in  athletic  sports, 
especially  in  jumping  (18  feet).  Almost  incapable  of  mental  fatigue 
up  to  the  age  of  38.  Usually  engaged  in  literary  work  until  long 
after  midnight."  4.  "  As  a  boy  of  17, 1  worked  for  three  months  all 
day  and  all  night  with  not  more  than  four  or  five  hours'  sleep.  When 
full  of  a  subject  and  interested  in  it,  I  have  written  for  seven  or  eight 
hours  without  interruption." 

Severe  scientific  work  is  often  done  during  the  night  by  men 
engaged  all  day  in  anxious  business ;  thus : — "  In  early  life  as  a  boy, 
I  was  engaged  in  business  from  twelve  to  fourteen  hours  a  day,  yet 
always  found  time  to  study  and  make  my  onm  instruments.  Later 
on,  my  studies  and  scientific  work  were  always  accomplished  after 
business  hours,  and  it  was  generally  my  habit  to  commence  after 
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dinner,  and  to  work  at  science  until  2,  8,  or  4  a.m.,  and  to  begin 
business  again  at  9  a.m.  I  never  thought  of  rest  if  I  had  anything  in 
hand  of  interest." 

I  may  mention  that  energy  appears  to  be  correlated  with  smallness 
of  head,  a  fact  which  comes  out  conspicuously  here,  although  the 
ayerage  circumference  of  head  among  the  scientific  men  is  great. 
Energy  is  also,  as  we  have  seen,  strongly  marked  among  them  ;  but 
it  is  much  the  more  strongly  marked  among  those  who  have  small 
heads.  I  have  ninety-nine  returns,  many  of  which  I  have  verified 
myself,  using  the  hat-maker's  whalebone-hoop  and  measuring  inside 
the  hats.  It  appears  that  the  average  circumference  of  an  English 
gentleman's  head  is  22^  to  22^  inches.  Now,  I  have  only  thirteen 
cases  under  22  inches  and  eight  cases  of  24  inches  or  upwards.  The 
general  scientific  position  of  the  small-headed  and  large-headed  men 
seems  equally  good ;  but  the  fact  is  conspicuous  that,  out  of  the 
thirteen  of  the  former,  there  are  only  two  or  three  who  have  not 
remarkable  energy ;  and  out  of  eight  of  the  latter  there  is  only  one 
who  has.  A  combination  of  great  energy  and  great  intellectual 
capacity  is  the  most  effective  of  idl  conditions ;  but,  like  the  combina- 
tion of  swiftness  and  strength  in  muscular  powers,  it  is  very  rare. 

The  excellence  of  the  health  of  the  men  in  my  list  is  remarkable, 
considering-  that  the  majority  are  of  middle  and  many  of  advanced 
ages.  One  quarter  of  the  whole  have  excellent  or  very  good  health,  a 
second  quarter  have  good  or  fiftir,  a  third  have  had  good  health  since 
they  attained  manhood,  and  only  one  quarter  make  complaints  or 
reservations.  Here  are  two  examples  of  excellent  health : — 1.  "Only 
absent  from  professional  duties  two  days  in  thirty  years;  only  two 
headaches  in  my  life."  The  next  is  from  a  correspondent  who  is 
between  70  and  80  years  of  age.  2.  ^*  Never  ill  for  more  than  two 
or  three  days  except  with  neuralgia ;  no  surgical  operations  except 
inoculation,  drawing  of  one  tooth,  and  cutting  of  corns."  It  is 
positively  startling  to  observe  in  these  returns  the  strongly 
hereditary  character  of  good  and  indifferent  constitutions.  I  have 
classified  the  entries,  each  entry  giving  the  health  of  the  scientific 
man,  of  his  father  and  of  his  mother  respectively,  and  find  as  follows : 
— First,  a  long  row  of  such  terms  as  these :  "  Excellent ;  excellent ; 
excellent ;"  or  "  Good ;  good ;  good ;"  then  comes  anotiier  row  in 
which  some  ailment  is  specified  by  the  scientific  man  as  affecting 
himself,  and  as  having  also  affected  one  or  other  of  his  parents. 
Examples: — 1.  "Excellent,  but  hay  fever;  father,  excellent,  but 
severe  hay  fever."  2.  "  Good  in  early  life,  subject  to  headache ; 
fjEither,  good,  subject  to  headache."  3.  "  Delicate  in  early  life,  one 
lung  seriously  affected  ;  mother  delicate  and  phthisical."  I  can  find 
only  two  cases,  neither  very  strongly  marked,  in  which  both  parents 
were  described  as  unhealthy,  although  marriages  between  such  persons 
are  not  ini&equent.  These  returns  seem  to  show  that  the  issue  of  such 
marriages  are  barely  capable  of  pushing  their  way  to  the  front  ranks 
of  life.    All  statistical  data  concur  in  proving  that  healthy  persons 
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are  fea  more  likely  than  others  to  haye  healthy  progeny ;  and  this 
truth  cannot  be  too  often  illustrated,  until  it  has  taken  such  hold  of 
the  popular  mind,  that  considerations  of  health  and  energy  shall  be 
of  recognized  importance  in  questions  of  marriage,  as  much  so  as  the 
more  immediately  obvious  ones  of  rank  and  fortune. 

Steady  perseverance  is  a  third  quality  on  which  much  stress  is  laid, 
but  this  might  have  been  anticipated,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  quote 
instances. 

Some  prevalence  of  practical  business  habits  might  also  have  been 
anticipated,  but  it  proves  much  more  common  than  I  had  expected. 
Among  those  who  have  sent  me  returns,  I  count  no  less  than  seventeen 
who  are  active  heads  of  great  commercial  undertakings.  There  are 
also  ten  medical  men  in  the  highest  rank  of  practice,  and  eighteen 
others  who  fill  or  have  filled  important  official  posts.  A  most  emi- 
nent biologist  wrote  as  follows,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry  whether  he  had 
any  specifd  tastes  bearing  on  scientific  success,  in  addition  to  those 
for  his  own  line  of  investigation : — '^  I  have  no  special  talent  except 
for  business,  as  evinced  by  keeping  accounts,  being  regular  in  corre- 
spondence, and  investing  money  very  well."  It  is  clear  that  method 
and  order  are  essential  to  the  man  who  hopes  to  deal  successfully  with 
masses  of  details. 

I^ext,  as  regards  the  more  special  qualities;  those  already  men- 
tioned, of  energy,  health,  steadiness  of  pursuit,  and  business  habits 
being  of  general  application.  The  first  of  these  is  independence  of 
character.  Fifty  of  my  correspondents  show  that  they  possess  it  in 
excess,  and  in  only  two  is  it  below  par.  Here  are  a  few  examples  : — 
1.  **  Left  8Bt.  12  "  [that  is,  ran  away  from]  **  a  school  where  I  had  re- 
ceived injustice  from  the  master."  2.  "  Opinions  in  almost  all  respects 
opposed  to  those  in  which  I  was  educated."  3.  ^'  I  have  always  taken 
my  own  independent  line.  My  heresy  prevented  my  advancement." 
4.  '*  Preference  for  whatever  is  not  the  fashion,  not  popular,  not  rich, 
not  very  able  to  help  itself,  yet  with  qualities  unworthily  overlooked 
or  unjustly  oppressed."  The  home  atmosphere  which  the  scientific 
men  breathed  in  their  youth  was  generally  saturated  with  the  spirit  of 
independence.  Examples: — 1.  "My  father  was  extremely  indepen- 
dent, in  some  respects  more  so  than  I  am.  He  never  took  ofif  his  hat 
to  anyone  in  his  life,  and  never  addressed  anyone  as  Esq."  2.  "  My 
father  was  a  Liberal  when  Liberalism  (then  styled  Jacobinism)  was 
highly  obnoxious,  an  early  denouncer  of  slavery  and  advocate  of  reli- 
gious liberty,  a  free  trader  when  the  world  was  protectionist,  and  an 
opponent  of  unrighteous  war  when  war  was  most  popular.  He  was  for 
mitigating  our  criminal  code  when  hanging  was  regarded  as  the  sheet- 
anchor,  and,  in  a  word,  was  politically  and  socially  a  very  independent 
spirit."  In  confirmation  of  the  assertion  that  the  scientific  men  were 
usually  brought  up  in  fiunilies  characterized  by  independence  of  dispo- 
sition, I  would  refer  to  the  strange  variety  of  small  and  unfiEushion- 
able  religious  sects  to  which  they  or  their  parents  belonged.  We  all 
know  that  Dalton,  the  discoverer  of  the  atomic  theory,  and  Dr.  Young, 
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of  the  imdulatory  theory  of  light,  were  both  Qnakers,  and  that  Faraday 
was  a  Sandemanian.  So  I  find  in  these  returns  numerous  cases  of 
Quaker  pedigree ;  and  I  know  of  one  man,  not  as  yet  technically  on 
my  list,  who  was  bom  a  Sandemanian.  There  are  also  representatives 
of  several  other  small  sects,  as  Moravians  and  Bible  Cluristians,  and 
the  Unitarians  are  numerous.  It  will  be  understood  that  the  object  of 
saying  this  is  not  to  throw  light  on  the  religious  tendencies  of  the 
scientific  men  (concerning  which  I  have  much  material),  because  so 
off-hand  a  statement  would  mislead,  but  to  prove  that  they  and  their 
parents  had  the  habit  of  doing  what  they  preferred,  without  con- 
sidering the  fftshion  of  the  day.  The  man  of  science  is  thoroughly 
independent  in  character. 

We  now  come  to  what  I  look  upon  as  the  salt  of  the  character  of 
most  scientific  men,  namely,  strong  innate  taste  for  science  or  for  some 
special  branch  of  it.  It  is  not  universal  even  among  those  who  have 
had  the  highest  success,  but  it  is  very  common,  and  it  sometimes 
attains  to  the  height  of  a  passion  which  is  not  transient,  but  abides. 
Though  decidedly  hereditary  in  numerous  cases,  its  appearance  is  more 
capricious  than  health  or  energy,  and  it  often  happens  that  the 
scientific  man  is  the  only  member  of  his  family  in  whom  the  taste  has 
shown  itself.    The  following  are  a  few  examples  of  innate  taste : — 

1.  *^  Thoroughly  innate ;  I  had  no  regular  instruction,  and  can  think 
of  no  event  which  especially  helped  to  develop  it  Bones  and  shells 
were  attractive  to  me  before  I  could  consider  them  with  apparent 
profit,  and  I  had  a  fair  zoological  collection  by  the  time  I  was  15.*' 

2.  "  If  any  tastes  be  innate,  mine  were.  They  date  from  beyond  my 
recollection.  They  were  not  determined  by  events  occurring  after 
manhood,  but  I  think  the  reverse;  they  were  discouraged  in  every 
way."  8.  ^'  I  should  say  innate.  As  to  whether  they  were  largely 
determined  by  events  occurring  after  manhood,  I  think  not.  All  I  can 
say  is,  that  neither  profession,  nor  marriage,  nor  sickness,  have  been 
able  to  affect  them."  4.  <'As  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  I  loved 
nature  and  desired  to  learn  her  secrets,  and  I  have  spent  my  whole 
life  in  searching  for  them.  While  a  schoolboy  I  taught  mysehf  .  .  . 
under  great  difficulties." 

Let  us  now  put  these  results  together.  We  have  seen  that  energy, 
health,  steady  pursuit  of  purpose,  business  habits,  independence  of 
character,  and  a  strong  innate  taste  for  science,  are  characteristics  of 
scientific  men.  Probably  one  half  of  the  men  on  my  list  possess 
every  one  of  them  in  a  considerable  and  some  of  them  in  a  very  high 
degree.  If  one  or  more  of  these  qualities  be  deficient,  success  becomes 
impossible,  unless  its  absence  is  supplemented  by  other  and  as  yet 
unclassified  conditions.  The  want  of  time  prevents  me  from  entering 
into  these,  and  I  must  postpone  further  residts  to  a  future  publication. 
However,  two  groups  of  cases  may  be  specified  in  which  only  a  few  of 
the  above-mentioned  qualities  are  present,  and  which  end  in  an 
abortive  career.  The  one  is  the  possession  of  energy,  health,  and 
independence  of  character  in  excess,  and  little  else  to  control  them. 
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These  are  dangerous  gifts.  Those  who  haye  them  are  apt  to  renounce 
guidances  by  which  the  great  body  of  mankind  move  safely,  and  to 
follow  out  a  career  in  wluch  they  are  almost  certain  to  blunder  and 
fail  egregiously.  Probably  every  large  emigrant  ship  takes  out  many 
such  men,  full  of  unjustifiable  self-confidence,  who,  to  use  a  current 
phrase,  *'  knock  about  in  the  world,"  waste  their  health,  youth,  and 
opportunities,  and  end  broken  down.  Another  common  group  of  cases 
are  those  where  a  strong  innate  taste  for  science  is  accompanied  by 
independence  of  character  and  steadiness  of  pursuit,  but  with  no  other 
quality  helpful  to  success,  and  who  therefore  fail.  There  is  hardly 
a  Tillage  where  some  ingenious  man  may  not  be  found  who  has  ideas 
and  much  shrewdness,  but  is  crotchety  and  impracticable.  He  wants 
energy  and  business  habits,  and  so  he  never  rises.  There  are  many 
who  brood  over  subjects  like  perpetual  motion,  whose  peculiarities  are 
well  illustrated  in  De  Morgan's  book  of  paradoxes.  We  also  fre- 
quently meet  persons  of  the  stamp  that  justifies  the  old-fashioned 
caricature  of  scientific  men,  being  absorbed  in  some  petty  investigation, 
utterly  deficient  in  business  habits,  and  noted  for  absence  of  mind.  I 
may  add  that  even  idiots  have  often  strongly  quasi-scientific  tastes,  as 
love  for  simple  mechanism,  or  objects  of  natural  history,  and  they  have 
a  pleasure  in  collecting.  Also,  we  all  know  that  madmen  have  often 
persistency,  as  shown  by  their  brooding  on  a  single  topic. 

Lastly,  I  wish  to  give  some  idea  of  the  very  general  prevalence  of 
mechanical  tastes  among  the  scientific  men  generally.  One  would 
have  expected  to  find  it  among  mechanicians  and  physicists,  but  it  is 
just  as  strong  among  the  biologists  and  others.  One  chemist  made  a 
12-inch  reflecting  telescope;  two  eminent  surgeons  have  an  extra- 
ordinary aptitude  for  and  love  of  mechanical  manipulation  ;  two  very 
eminent  biologists  had  a  passion  for  it,  and  both,  if  they  had  followed 
the  bent  of  their  own  minds,  would  have  been  engineers  by  profession. 

All  tends  to  show  that  the  scientific  mind  is  directed  to  feu^ts  and 
abstract  theories,  and  not  to  persons  or  human  interests.  The  man  of 
science  is  deficient  in  the  purely  emotional  element,  and  in  the  desire 
to  influence  the  beliefs  of  others.  Thus  I  find  that  two  out  of  every 
ten  do  not  care  for  politics  at  all ;  they  are  devoid  of  partisanship. 
They  school  a  naturiJly  equable  and  independent  mind  to  a  still  more 
complete  subordination  to  their  judgment.  In  many  respects  their 
character  is  strongly  anti-feminine.  It  is  a  curious  proof  of  this, 
that  in  the  very  numerous  answers  which  have  reference  to  parental 
influence,  that  of  the  father  is  quoted  three  times  as  often  as  that 
of  the  mother.  It  would  not  have  been  the  case,  judging  from  iuquiri^ 
I  elsewhere  made,  if  I  had  been  discussing  literary  men,  commanders, 
or  statesmen,  or,  still  more,  divines. 

I  regret  much  that  time  makes  it  impossible  for  me  now  to  dive 
deeper  into  the  rich  mine  of  facts  contained  in  my  returns.  It  becomes 
necessary  for  me  to  leave  this  branch  of  the  subject  and  to  pass  on  to 
some  interesting  considerations  regarding  the  measurement  of  qualities 
such  as  those  we  have  been  engaged  upon.    These  considerations  are 
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of  the  moBt  general  application,  and  are  as  applicable  to  magnitude  as 
they  are  to  intellect  and  morals,  and  to  eyery  form  of  animal  or 
yegetable  life  as  they  are  to  men.  I  shall  therefore  speak  abont  the 
size  of  nnts,  and  peas,  and  acorns,  as  being  easily  experimented  on, 
and  deduce  from  these  the  results  which  I  would  &in  apply  to  the 
moral  and  intellectual  qualities  of  mankind. 

The  law  of  statistical  constancy  may  be  taken  for  granted.  It  is 
evidenced  by  the  experience  of  insurance  offices  against  fire,  death, 
shipwreck,  and  other  contingencies,  always  with  the  proviso  that  the 
facts  are  gathered  with  discretion,  on  well-known  general  principles. 
Hence  we  may  say  with  assurance,  that  although  two  common  nuts 
may  differ,  yet  the  contents  of  different  packets,  each  containing  1000 
nuts,  will  be  scarcely  distinguishable,  for  the  same  number  of  nuts  of 
different  sizes  will  be  found  in  each.  Let  the  contents  of  the  several 
packets  be  each  arranged  in  a  long  row,  in  order  of  size,  beginning 
with  the  biggest  nut  and  ending  with  the  smallest,  and  place  the 
rows  rank  behind  rank ;  then  by  the  law  of  statistical  constancy  the 
nuts  in  the  same  files  will  in  all  cases  be  closely  alike  ^except  the 
outside  ones,  where  more  irregularity  prevails).  Again,  ii  we  incor- 
porate two  rows  into  one  of  double  length,  still  preserving  the  arrange- 
ment as  to  regular  gradation  in  size,  l£e  centre  nuts  of  the  two  origi- 
nal series  will  still  be  found  at  or  near  the  centre  of  the  compound 
series,  the  nuts  in  quarter  positions  will  still  be  in  quarter  positions, 
and  so  on.  Hence,  whatever  be  the  length  of  the  series  the  relatiffe 
position  in  it  of  the  nut  will  be  a  etrid  criterion  of  its  size.  This  is 
of  course  equally  true  of  all  groups  of  qualities  or  characters  what- 
ever, in  which  the  law  of  statistical  constancy  prevails,  the  series,  in 
each  case,  being  arranged  according  to  gradations  of  the  quality  in 
question.  Each  individual  is  measured  against  his  neighbour,  and 
it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  have  recourse  to  any  external  standard.  As 
regards  a  scale  of  equal  parts,  I  make  use  of  a  converse  application  of 
the  law  of  "  frequency  of  error  "  [this  was  illustrated  by  many  expe- 
riments], which  shwos  that  in  a  row  (say  as  before)  of  nuts,  if  we 
take  those  which  occupy  the  three  quarterly  divisions  (1st  quarter, 
centre,  8rd  quarter)  as  three  elementary  graduations  of  size,  a 
continuous  scale  of  graduations  will  be  determined  by  the  following 
series,  in  which  the  places  of  the  nuts  are  supposed  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  end  of  the  row  where  the  large  nuts  are  situated,  and  to  be 
given  in  per-thousandths  of  the  entire  length  of  the  row.  It  might 
be  called  the  ''  Common  Statistical  Scale*'  (S.  S.).  The  pkce  of -f  4^ 
would  be  at  4  thousandths  from  large  end ;  +  3°  at  21  thousandths ; 
+  2^  at  89;  +  l""  at  260;  0°  at  500;  -  P  at  760;  -  2°  at  911; 
-  8^  at  979 ;  and  -  4^  at  996,  or  4  thousandths  from  the  small  end  of 
the  row.  Thus  if  we  say  that  the  size  of  a  nut  is  +  2°  S.  S.,  we 
absolutely  define,  or  rather  identify,  what  we  are  speaking  about. « 
Anybody  can  procure  such  a  nut  independently  by  getting  a  quart  of 
nuts  and  arranging  them.  Also  we  know  that  the  difference  between 
a  nut  of  +  4°  S.  S.  and  +  1°  S.  S.  is  8°,  and  therefore  three  times  as 
Vol.  VII.    (No.  60.)  b 


Digitized  by 


Google 


284  Mr.  Francis  Gallon  [Feb.  27, 

great  as  between  one  of  +  2°  S.  S.  and  the  latter.  It  cannot  be 
affirmed  that  this  ie  a  precise  scale  of  equal  parts  for  all  qualities,  bnt 
it  is  found  to  hold  surprisingly  well  in  a  great  variety  of  vital  statis- 
tics ;  perhaps,  too,  the  mere  thickness  of  tissues  may  be  a  chief  ele- 
ment in  the  physical  basis  of  life.  This  scale  appears,  at  all  events^ 
more  likely  to  be  nearly  approximative  to  one  of  equal  parts,  for  qua- 
lities generally,  than  any  odier  that  can  be  specified,  and  it  certainly 
affords  definite  standards  subject  to  the  law  of  statistical  constancy. 
The  habit  should  therefore  be  encouraged  in  biographies,  of  ranking 
a  man  among  his  contemporaries,  in  respect  to  every  quality  that  is 
discussed,  and  to  give  ample  data  in  justification  of  the  rank  assigned 
to  him.  By  the  general  use  of  a  system  like  the  above,  which  is  uni- 
versally applicable,  social  and  political  science  would  be  greatly  raised 
in  precision. 

I  now  pass  on  to  the  education  which  the  scientific  men  had  in 
their  youth,  in  the  hope  that  my  results  may  give  assistance  to  those 
who  are  endeavouring  to  frame  systems  of  education  suitable  to  the 
wants  of  the  day.  What  I  have  to  say,  is  very  partid ;  it  refers 
solely  to  the  opinions  the  scientific  men  entertain  of  the  merits  and 
faults  of  their  own  several  educations.  Their  views  are  remarkably 
unanimous,  considering  the  very  different  branches  of  inquiry  they 
are  interested  in,  and  Uie  great  dissimilarities  in  their  education.  I 
should  mention,  that  one-third  have  been  educated  at  Oxford  or  Gam- 
bridge,  one-third  at  Scotch,  Irish,  or  London  Universities,  and  the 
remaining  third  have  been  at  no  University  at  all.  I  am  totally 
unable  to  decide  which  of  the  three  groups  occupies  the  highest 
scientific  positions,  they  seem  to  me  very  much  alike  in  this  respect. 
The  merits  they  all  ascribe  to  variety  of  education  are  to  be  gathered 
from  the  following  examples : — 1.  "  Not  tied  down  to  old  courses  of 
classics  and  mathematics.*'  2.  *'  Sufficient  groundwork  in  many  sub- 
jects to  avoid  error."  3.  "  Early  introduced  to  many  subjects  of 
interest."  4.  '^  A  well-balanced  education,  including  chemistry,  botany, 
logic,  and  political  economy."  5.  "A  variety  of  subjects,  and  atten- 
tion to  details."  6.  *'  Coming  in  contact  with  persons  of  every  rank 
and  sitting  in  the  same  form  "  [in  a  Scotch  school] '^  with  the  sons  oi 
tradesmen,  and  ploughmen,  as  well  as  gentlemen."  In  contrast  to  this, 
here  are  some  examples  as  to  the  faults  of  their  education : — 1.  <^  No 
mathematics,  nor  modem  languages,  nor  any  habits  of  observation  or 
reasoning."  2.  "  Enormous  time  devoted  to  Latin  and  Greek,  with 
which  languages  I  am  not  conversant."  8.  "Omission  of  almost 
everything  useful  and  good,  except  being  taught  to  read;  Latin, 
Latin,  Latin  I "  4.  "  In  an  otherwise  weU-balanced  education,  three 
years  were  spent  on  Latin  and  Greek  grammar,  a  blank  waste  of  time." 
5.  "  Neglect  of  many  subjects  for  the  attainment  of  one  or  two ;  not 
pushing  mathematics  to  a  useful  end."  Evidence  such  as  this,  which 
could  be  largely  added  to,  establishes  the  advantage  of  variety  of 
study.  One  group  of  men  speak  gratefully  because  they  had  it,  and 
another  group  speak  regretfully  beaiuso  they  had  it  not.     I  find  none 
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wlio  had  a  reasonable  variety  who  disapproved  of  it,  none  who  had  a 
purely  old-fashioned  education  who  were  satisfied  with  it.  The 
scientific  men  who  came  from  the  large  public  schools  usually  did 
nothing  when  there ;  they  could  not  assimilate  the  subjects  taught, 
and  have  abused  the  old  system  heartily.  There  are  several  serious 
complaints  about  superficial  and  bad  teaching  which  I  need  not  quote. 
Overteaddng  is  thoroughly  objected  to ;  thus,  in  speaking  of  merits  of 
education,  I  find  : — 1.  '*  Freedom  to  follow  my  own  inclinations,  and 
to  choose  my  own  subjects  of  study,  or  the  reverse."  2.  "  The  great 
proportion  of  time  left  free  to  do  as  I  liked,  unwatched  and  uncon- 
trolled." 3.  '*  Unusual  degree  of  freedom."  I  should  add,  that  there 
are  many  touching  evidences  of  the  strong  effect  of  home  encourage- 
ment and  teaching.  As  regards  the  subjects  specially  asked  for, 
even  by  biologists,  mathematics  take  a  prominent  place.  Two  of 
my  correspondents  speak  strongly  of  the  advantages  derived  from 
logic,  and  the  weighty  judgment  of  the  late  John  S.  Mill  powerfully 
corroborates  their  opinions.  Accuracy  of  delineation  is  also  spoken 
of,  and,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  prevalence  of  mechanical  apti- 
tudes, I  believe  that  the  teaching  of  mechanical  manipulation 
would  be  greatly  prized.  The  interpretation  that  I  put  on  the 
answers  as  a  whole,  is  as  follows:  To  teach  a  few  congenial  and 
useful  things  very  thoroughly,  to  encourage  curiosity  concerning  as 
wide  a  range  of  subjects  as  possible,  and  not  to  overteach.  As  regards 
the  precis  subjects  for  rigorous  instruction,  the  following  seem  to  me 
in  strict  accordance  with  what  would  have  best  pleased  those  of  the 
scientific  men  who  have  sent  me  returns : — 1.  Mathematics,  pushed  as 
far  as  the  capacity  of  the  learner  admits,  and  its  processes  utilized  as 
fiur  as  possible  for  interesting  ends  and  practical  application.  2.  Logic 
(on  the  grounds  already  stated,  but  on  those  only).  3.  Observation, 
theory,  and  experiment,  in  at  least  one  branch  of  science ;  some  boys 
taking  one  branch  and  some  another,  to  ensure  variety  of  interests  in 
the  school.  4.  Accurate  drawing  of  objects  connected  with  the  branch 
of  science  pursued.  5.  Mechanical  manipulation,  for  the  reasons 
already  given,  and  also  because  mechanical  skill  is  occasionally  of 
great  use  to  nearly  all  scientific  men  in  their  investigations.  These 
five  subjects  should  be  rigorously  taught.  They  are  anything  but  an 
excessive  programme,  and  there  would  remain  plenty  of  time  for  that 
variety  of  work  which  is  so  highly  prized,  as :  ready  access  to  books ; 
much  reading  of  interesting  literature,  history  and  poetry ;  languages 
learnt,  probably  best  during  the  vacation,  in  the  easiest  and  swiftest 
manner,  with  the  sole  object  of  enabling  the  learners  to  read  ordinary 
books  in  them.  This  seems  sufficient,  because  my  returns  show  that 
men  of  science  are  not  made  by  much  teaching,  but  rather  by  awaken- 
ing their  interests,  encouraging  their  pursuits  when  at  home,  and 
leaving  them  to  teach  themselves  continuously  throughout  life.  Much 
teaching  fills  a  youth  with  knowledge,  but  tends  prematurely  to  satiate 
his  appetite  for  more.  I  am  surprised  at  the  mediocre  degrees  which 
the  leading  scientific  men,  who  were  at  the  Universities,  have  usually 
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taken,  always  excepting  the  mathematicians.  They  prefer  to  fix  of 
their  own  accord  on  certain  subjects,  and  seem  averse  to  learn  wh&i 
is  pat  before  them  as  a  task.  Their  independence  of  spirit  and  cold- 
ness of  disposition  are  not  conduciye  to  success  in  competition,  they 
doggedly  go  their  own  way  and  refuse  to  run  races. 

Science  has  hitherto  been  at  a  disadvantage  compared  with  other 
competing  pursuits,  in  enlisting  the  attention  of  the  best  intellects  of 
the  nation,  for  reasons  that  are  partly  inherent  and  partly  artificial. 
To  these  I  will  briefly  refer  in  conclusion,  with  especial  reference  to 
the  very  important  question,  as  to  how  fiur  tiie  progress  of  events  tends 
to  counterbalance  or  remove  them. 

If  we  class  energy,  intellect,  and  the  like,  under  the  general  name 
of  ability,  it  follows  that,  other  circumstances  being  the  same,  those  able 
men  who  have  vigour  to  spare  for  extra  professional  pursuits,  will  be 
maioly  governed  in  the  choice  of  them  by  the  instinctive  tastes  of 
their  manhood.  The  majority  will  address  themselves  to  topics 
nearly  connected  with  human  interests,  a  few  only  will  turn  to  science. 
This  tendency  to  abandon  the  colder  attractions  of  science  for  those 
of  political  and  social  life,  must  always  be  powerfully  reinforced  by 
the  very  general  inclination  of  women  to  exert  their  influence  in 
the  latter  direction.  Again,  those  who  select  some  branch  of  scienoe 
as  a  profession,  must  do  so  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  more  un- 
remunerative  tiian  any  other  pursuit.  A  great  and  salutary  change 
has  undoubtedly  come  over  the  feeling  of  &e  nation  since  the  time 
when  the  present  leading  men  of  science  were  boys,  for  the  state  of 
education  was  then  such  as  an  enemy  might  have  invented  on  purpose 
to  exterminate  science.  It  crushed  the  inquiring  spirit,  the  love  of 
observation,  the  pursuit  of  inductive  studies,  the  habit  of  independent 
thought,  and  it  protected  classics  and  mathematics  by  giving  them  the 
monopoly  of  aU  prizes  for  intellectual  work,  such  as  scholarships, 
fellowships,  church  livings,  oanonries,  bishoprics,  and  the  rest  This 
gigantic  monopoly  is  yidding,  but  obstinately  and  slowly,  and  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  Mends  of  science  will  be  able,  for  many  years  to 
come,  to  relax  their  efforts  in  educational  reform.  As  regards  the 
future  provision  for  successful  followers  of  science,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that,  in  addition  to  the  many  new  openings  in  industrial  pursuits, 
the  gradual  but  sure  development  of  sanitary  administration  and 
statistical  inquiry  may  in  time  afford  the  needed  profession.  These 
may,  as  I  sincerely  hope  they  will  even  in  our  days,  give  rise  to  the 
establishment  of  a  sort  of  scientific  priesthood  throughout  the  kingdom, 
whose  high  duties  would  have  reference  to  the  health  and  well-being 
of  the  nation  in  its  broadest  sense,  and  whose  emoluments  and  social 
position  would  be  made  commensurate  with  the  importance  and  variety 
of  their  functions.  . 

[P.G.] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  March  2, 1874. 

Gbobgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer'  and  Yioo-Presidenty 
^  in  the  Chair. 

Capt.  Alexander  Baillie, 

Walter  Frederick  Ball,  Esq. 

Thomas  R  Bannon,  Esq. 

The  Bev.  Fitzwilliam  Bowyer, 

Mrs.  Arthur  Brandreth, 

Charles  James  Busk,  Esq. 

John  W.  Busk,  Esq. 

William  Henry  Challis,  Esq. 

James  Grant  Eraser,  Esq. 

Miss  Louisa  Garrard, 

Miss  Harriet  Gassiot, 

Charles  Addington  Hanbury,  Esq. 

William  Thomas  Fitzherbert  Mackenzie  Ingall,  Esq. 

The  Hon.  Archibald  Michie,  Q.C. 

Capt.  W.  David  Miller 

John  Samuel  Phene,  Esq.  F.S.A.  F.G.S. 

Septimus  Biyington,  Esq. 

Augustus  Burke  Shepherd,  Esq. 

A.  M.  Silber,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Charles  Southwell, 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution. 

The  Special  Thanks  of  the  Members  were  given  to  John  Bbowmimo, 
Esq.  M.B.L  for  his  Present  of  a  Browning's  Electric  Lamp. 

The  Pbessnts  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

Fbom 

The  Government  of  Jn<7/a— Memoirs  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  India,  Vol.  X. 

Parti.    8vo.     1873— Recorda,  Vol.  VL  Parts  1-4. 
FalsBontologica  Indica.    Cretaceous  Fauna,  Nos.  8,  4.    fol.    1873.    Jurassio 

Fauna,  Vol.  I.  No.  1.    fol.    1873. 
American  Aoadeiifyof  Arte  and  Sdencee — ^Memoirs,  New  Series,  Vol.  IX.  Part  3. 

4to.     1873.— Prooetdings,  Vol,  Vni.  No8.  62-62.    8vo.    1872^ 
Am^ican  Auociation  for  the  Advancemient  of  Science — ^Proceedings  at  the  2l8t 

Meeting,  Aug.  1872.    Svo.     1873. 
Armstrong,  Profetoor  H,  E,  PKD,  F,C^, — Inlrodootion  to  the  Study  of  Organic 

Chemistry.    l«to.    1874. 
Aeiatio  Society  of  Benzol— Journal,  1873,  Part  I,  No.  2 ;  Part  2,  No.  8.    8vo. 
Pioceedings,  1873,  Nob.  5-8.    8vo. 
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^8<r(mom»ca2S!ooi€<y,  i^o^oZ— Monthly  Notices,  YoLXXXIV.  Nob.  1-3.  8yo.  1873- 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  Htrfory— Memoirs,  Vol.  IL  Part  2,  Nos.  2,  3. 

Proceedings,  Vol.  XIV.  Nos.  15-27.    Vol.  XV.    8vo.     1872-3. 
British  Architects,  Royal  Institute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-4,  Nos.  5,  6.    4to. 
British  Mtiseum  Trustees — Guides  to  Egyptian  Boom  and  Blade's  Prints.     16to. 

1874. 
Chemical  Society — Journal  for  Dec.  1873,  Jan.  and  Feb.  1874.    8vo. 
Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts  and  ^ci^fices— Transactions,  Vol.  II.  Part  2.     8Ta 

1873. 
Cunninghamj  D.  Douglas,  M.B.  (flis  ^ti^or)— Microscopic  Examinations  of  Air. 

fol.    1873. 
Editors— American  Journal  of  Science  for  Jan.  1874.    8yo. 

Astronomical  Register  for  Feb.  1874.    8yo. 

Athennum  for  Feb.  1874.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  Feb.  1874.    4to. 

Engineer  for  Feb.  1874.    fol. 

Food  Journal  for  Feb.  1874.    4to. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  Feb.  1874.    fol. 

Journal  of  Gkis- Lighting  for  Feb.  1874.    4to. 

Nature  for  Feb.  1874.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  Feb.  1874.    8vo. 

Once  a  Week  for  Feb.  1874.    8vo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  Feb.  1874.    8vo. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  Feb.  1874. 
Franklin  InstUttie—Jomnol,  Nos.  574-576.    8vo.    1873. 
Qeaicgical  Institute,  Imperial,  Vierma — Jahrbuch,  1873.    No.  3.    8vo. 

Verhandlungen,  1873.  Noe.11-13.— Abhandlungen,BandVI.Theill.  fol.  1873. 
Qeological  Soaety — Quarterly  Journal,  No.  117.    8vo.    1873. 
Linnean  Society — Journal,  Nos.  57,  74.    8vo.    1874. 
Meteorological  Office— QusLrterlj  Weather  Beport,  1873,  Part  1.    4ta 
NegretU  and  Zamhra — ^Treatise  on  Meteorological  Instruments.    8to.     1874. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  March  6, 1874. 

Gkoegb  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Sib  Samubl  White  Baeeb,  M.A.  F.B.S. 
On  the  SwppresBum  of  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  White  NUe. 

(Abstract.) 

In  the  work  just  published  on  the  '  Heart  of  Africa,*  by  the  distin- 
guished German  traveller  Dr.  Schweinfurth,  an  excellent  account  is 
given  of  the  Central  African  slave  trade,  and  his  views  upon  the 
subject  coincide  with  my  own  opinions  of  Mohammedan  countries. 
In  page  434,  vol.  ii.,  he  writes  : — "  But  the  t«8k  is  gigantic,  and  no 
one  can  be  more  sensible  of  this  than  the  traveller  who  has  lingered 
at  any  of  the  sources  of  the  slave  trade.  One  point  there  is  upon 
which  all  are  unanimous — that  from  Islamism  no  help  can  be  expected, 

and  that  with  Islamism  no  compact  can  be  made Islamism, 

the  child  of  the  Desert,  has  everywhere  spread  desolation,  and 
wherever  it  has  penetrated,  deserts  have  arisen  bleak  and  bare  as 
the  rocks  of  Nubia  and  Arabia,  and  under  its  influence  every  nation, 
from  Morocco  to  the  Isles  of  Sunda,  has  congealed  into  a  homogeneous 
mass ;  inexorably  it  brings  all  to  one  level,  remorselessly  obliterating 

all  traces  of  nationality  or  race That  Islamism  is  capable  of 

progress  is  merely  a  supposition  that  has  been  hatched  up  firom  books, 
and  has  no  foundation." 

In  another  portion  of  his  work  he  remarks : — "  The  ill-feeling  and 
smothered  rage  against  Sir  Samuel  Baker's  interference,  nurtured  by 
the  higher  authorities,  breaks  out  very  strongly  amongst  the  less 
reticent  lower  officials.  In  Fashoda,  and  even  in  Khartoum,  I  heard 
complaints  that  we  (the  Franks)  were  the  prime  cause  of  all  the 
trouble,  and  if  it  haa  not  been  for  our  eternal  agitation  with  the 
Viceroy,  such  measures  would  never  have  been  enforced.*' 

In  page  477  he  continues  his  remarks  : — *'  Notwithstanding  that 
Sir  Samuel  Baker  was  still  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  river,  the  idea 
was  quite  prevalent  in  all  the  seribas,  that  as  soon  as  the '  English 
pasha '  had  turned  his  back  upon  Fashoda  (the  government  station  in 
the  Shillook  country),  the  Mudir  (governor)  would  relapse  into  his 
former  habits,  and  levy  a  good  round  sum  on  the  head  of  every  slave. 
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and  then  let  the  contraband  stock  pass  without  more  ado.  Bnt  for 
once  the  seriba  people  were  reckoning  without  their  host.  The  Mndir 
had  been  so  severely  reprimanded  by  Baker  for  his  former  delin- 
quencies that  he  thought  it  his  best  policy,  for  this  year  at  least,  to  be 
as  energetic  as  he  could  in  his  exertions  against  the  forbidden  trade ; 
and  his  measures  were  so  summary,  and  executed  with  such  methodical 
strictness,  that  unless  I  had  known  him  I  could  scarcely  have  believed 
him  to  be  a  Turk." 

I  may  here  mention  that  this  officer,  the  governor  of  a  large  pro- 
vince, was  put  in  irons  and  disgraced  publicly  by  the  Khedive's  orders, 
upon  my  representation  of  his  slave-hunting. 

Quotations  from  such  a  traveller  as  Dr.  Schweinfurth  are  valuable, 
as  he  is  not  a  casual  visitor  who  might  catch  the  gossip  of  a  country 
through  which  he  might  pass,  but  he  is  a  man  eminent  in  science, 
who  as  an  explorer  and  professional  botanist  has  been  for  some  years 
behind  the  scenes  at  the  very  sources  of  the  slave  trade. 

I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  but  his  opinion 
agrees  so  thoroughly  with  my  own,  that,  combined  with  the  reports  of 
well-known  travellers  who  have  added  their  testimony  to  the  painful 
fact  of  official  connivance  with  the  slave  trade,  I  must  beg  you  to 
accept  without  hesitation  this  assertion: — The  Mohammedan  officials 
of  Egypt,  and  the  Mohammedan  people  generally,  will  return  to  the 
slave  tnide  the  instant  that  they  may  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  of 
foreign  restraint.  The  Ehedive  of  Egypt  may  issue  the  most  stringent 
orders,  but  they  will  be  disobeyed,  and  he  will  be  deceived. 

I  have  stopped  the  slave  trade  of  the  White  Nile,  but  the  traffic 
may  and  will  be  resumed  should  European  commanders  be  withdrawn. 
Even  should  the  White  Kiver  remain  pure,  the  slaves  will  be  con- 
veyed across  the  desert  vid  Darfiir  and  EordofiEtn.  Large  markets  will 
be  established  to  which  the  traders  will  concentrate  fi^om  all  parts  of 
Africa  to  purchase  slaves.  These  will  be  dispersed  in  gangs,  and  be 
distributed  through  all  the  slave-dealing  countries  of  the  East. 

The  governors  of  Egyptian  provinces  are  to  a  man  in  &vour  of 
the  slave  trade  ;  thus  the  prohibition  of  slavery  is  to  them  a  mine  of 
wealth*  The  law  gives  to  them  the  power  to  seize  and  confiscate  all 
slaves  in  the  hands  of  dealers.  Thus  the  arrival  of  a  caravan  with 
600  slaves  would  be  tantamount  to  a  present  of  lOOOZ.  or  more  to  the 
government  official,  who  would  receive  a  toll  of  2Z.  a  head,  and  let 
them  pass  free. 

There  is  a  simple  method  in  attacking  this  great  evil  that  would,  I 
am  convinced,  be  eminently  successful.  It  is  European  influence 
alone  that  will  effectually  suppress  the  slave  trade,  and  this  same 
influence  will  alone  save  Turkey  and  Egypt  from  irretrievable  ruin. 

In  a  former  work,  *  The  Nile  Tributaries  of  Abyssinia,'  I  folly 
exposed  the  depredations  of  the  soldiery  when  employed  as  tax  col- 
lectors in  the  Soudan.  By  over-taxation  and  pillage  by  officials  the 
peasantry  are  literally  eaten  up.  Thousands  upon  thousands  have 
forsaken  the  country,  and  have  commenced  a  life  of  brigandage  as 
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elaye-bmiteis  among  the  negro  tribes.  Nine  years  ago,  when  I  was 
descending  the  Nile  from  Ehartonm  to  Berber,  a  distance  of  200  miles 
by  river,  Sie  fertile  soil  on  either  bank  was  in  the  highest  state  of  cul- 
tivation. This  valuable  extent  of  country  was  watered  by  4000 
sakyeers,  or  water-wheels.  By  day  and  night  the  irrigation  was  con- 
tinned,  and  the  discordant  hum  and  creaking  of  the  machines,  if  dis- 
turbing a  night's  rest,  nevertheless  assured  the  traveller  that  industry 
was  wide  awake,  and  that  prosperity  would  be  the  reward  of  labour. 
When  I  returned  to  that  same  country  in  January,  1870, 1  looked  for 
the  past  scene  in  vain. 

A  steamer  and  a  diahbiah  were  awaiting  me  at  Berber.  As  we 
steamed  against  the  strong  current  for  200  miles  to  Khartoum  I 
looked  wi^  astonishment  and  dismay  upon  the  country.  Now  and 
then  a  tuft  of  neglected  date  palms  might  be  seen ;  but  the  river 
banks,  formerly  verdant  with  heavy  crops,  had  become  a  wilderness. 
Villages  once  crowded  had  entirely  disappeared.  The  population  was 
gone.  The  night,  formerly  discordant  with  the  creaking  of  the  water- 
wheels,  was  now  silent  as  death.  There  was  not  a  dog  to  howl  for  a 
lost  master.  The  discord  of  a  water-wheel  would  to  my  ears  have  ' 
been  harmony.  Industry  had  vanished ;  oppression  had  driven  the 
inhabitants  from  the  soil;  the  most  fertile  land  on  earth  had  been 
abandoned  to  hyenas.  This  was  Egyptian  rule,  and  I  was  on  my  path 
to  conquer  fresh  lands  for  Egypt ! 

This  terrible  desolation  was  caused  by  the  Oovemor-Oeneral  of 
the  Soudan,  who,  although  himself  an  honest  man,  was  a  fanatical 
Mohammedan,  who  left  his  territory  to  the  sole  care  of  God.  He 
simply  increased  the  taxes,  and  trusted  in  Providence.  In  one  year 
he  sent  to  the  delighted  Khedive  his  master,  at  Cairo,  more  than 
100,000Z.  in  dollars  wrung  from  the  poor  peasantry  of  the  Soudan. 
In  the  following  year  it  was  difficult  to  get  change  for  a  sovereign. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  tax  suddenly  imposed  in  the  Soudan 
that  would  produce  100,000/.  surplus  revenue,  would  be  in  real  fact 
a  tax  of  200,000/.,  as  an  equal  amount  is  always  extorted  from  the 
peasantry  by  the  collectors. 

The  population  of  the  richest  portions  of  the  Soudan  thus  aban- 
doned the  country,  and  the  greater  portion  betook  themselves  'to  the 
slave  trade  of  the  White  Nile,  where  in  their  turn  they  might  trample 
upon  the  rights  of  others ;  where,  as  they  had  been  plundered,  they 
could  now  plunder ;  where  they  could  reap  the  harvest  of  another's 
labour,  and  where  undisturbed  they  might  indulge  in  the  great  enter- 
prise of  slave-hunting. 

Having  passed  tl^ough  the  deserted  country  from  Berber,  I  arrived 
at  Khartoum.  Nothing  was  ready  for  my  expedition,  but  I  found  that 
the  Governor-General  had  just  prepared  a  squadron  of  eleven  vessels, 
with  several  companies  of  regular  troops,  to  form  a  settlement  at  the 
copper  mines  on  the  southern  frontier  of  Darfur.  This  expedition  had 
been  placed  under  the  command  of  a  man  named  Kutchuk  Ali,  who 
was  one  of  the  most  notorious  ruffians  and  slave-traders  of  the  White 
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Nile  I  Thus,  at  the  same  time  that  the  Khedive  of  Egypt  had  em- 
ployed me  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  of  the  Nile,  a  Government 
expedition  had  been  entrusted  to  the  command  of  a  well-known  slave- 
hunter  1 

This  was  only  one  peculiarity  in  the  policy  of  the  Soudan  authori- 
ties. The  great  outcry  for  money  had  caused  an  increase  of  taxation, 
which,  as  has  been  already  shown,  had  caused  the  flight  of  large 
numbers  of  the  population  to  the  White  Nile  slave  parties. 

The  Governor-General  of  the  SoudMi  now  bethought  himself :  "  By 
what  right  do  these  people  make  fortunes  in  unknown  lands  beyond 
the  upper  Nile?''  It  was  easy  to  understand  that  they  had  no  right 
This  was  a  golden  opportunity  for  the  Governor,  who  accordingly 
established  a  tax  upon  every  trader  to  the  White  Nile,  in  the  peculiar 
form  of  a  lease.  According  to  the  position  and  importance  of  each 
trader,  a  lease  was  made  out,  by  which  the  Government  let  to  him  for 
a  certain  term  of  years  an  undefined  portion  of  Central  Africa  which 
did  not  belong  to  Egypt,  and  over  which  the  Khedive  had  neither 
right  nor  authority.  These  leases  enabled  the  traders,  for  the  annual 
payment  of  severed  thousand  pounds,  to  establish  stations,  and  engage 
in  their  so-called  trade  in  distant  lands  belonging  to  individual  tribes, 
where  no  government  was  represented,  and  where  an  armed  and  orga- 
nised Arab  force  would  be  able  to  commit  any  atrocity  at  discretion. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  actual  wording  of  the  lease  was  admirable^ 
inculcating  moral  precepts,  and  warning  the  adventurers  against  a 
participation  in  the  slave  trade ;  but  if  ttie  Governor-General  or  any 
other  authority  should  presume  to  declare  himseK  ignorant  that  the 
real  object  of  the  enterprise  was  slave-hunting,  he  is  simply  stating 
that  which  is  false. 

Now  to  exhibit  a  picture  of  a  "  house  divided  against  itself,"  I  will 
quote  the  leading  passages  of  the  instnTctions  I  received  in  writing 
from  the  Khedive  Ismail  Pacha,  prior  to  my  departure  for  the  expe- 
dition. In  these  it  will  be  seen  that  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
was  the  prime  object  of  the  enterprise.  Thus,  while  the  Khedive  of 
Egypt  determines  upon  a  reform  which  is  the  first  step  towards  civili- 
zation, his  chief  officer,  the  Gk)vemor-General,  is  not  only  conniving 
at,  but  actually  making  revenue  out  of  the  slave  trade  by  leasing  out 
Central  Africa  to  slave-hunting  companies. 

This  is  the  text  of  the  orders  I  received  from  the  Khedive,  dated 
19  May,  1869  :— 

"  We,  Ismail,  Khedive  of  Egypt, 

'^  Considering  the  savage  condition  of  the  tribes  which  inhabit  the 
countries  in  the  Nile  basin ; 

^^  Considering  that  neither  government,  nor  laws,  nor  security  exist 
in  those  countries ; 

*'  Considering  that  humanity  enforces  the  snppressiou  of  the  slave- 
hunters  who  occupy  those  countries  in  great  nimibers ; 

^Considering  that  the  establishment  of  legitimate  commeroo 
throughout  those  countries  will  be  a  groat  stride  towards  future  civi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1874.]      on  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  White  Nile.  243 

• 
lization,  and  will  result  in  the  opening  to  steam  navigation  of  the 
great  equatorial  lakes  of  Central  Africa,  and  in  the  establishing  of  a 
permanent  government,  ....  We  have  decreed  and  now  decree  as 
follows: — 

'*An  expedition  is  organized  to  snbdue  to  our  authority  the 
countries  situated  to  the  south  of  Gondokoro, 

*'  To  suppress  the  slave  trade ;  to  introduce  a  system  of  regular 
commerce ; 

"  To  open  to  navigation  the  great  lakes  of  the  equator ; 

'^And  to  establi^  a  chain  of  military  stations  and  commercial 
depdts,  distant  at  intervals  of  three  days'  journey,  throughout  Central 
Africa,  accepting  Gondokoro  as  the  base  of  operations. 

''The  supreme  command  of  this  expedition  is  confided  to  Sir 
Samuel  White  Baker  for  four  years,  commencing  from  the  1st  April, 
1869 ;  to  whom  also  we  confer  the  most  absolute  and  supreme  power, 
even  that  of  death,  over  all  those  who  may  compose  the  expedition. 

"  We  confer  the  same  absolute  authority  to  him  over  all  those 
countries  belonging  to  the  Nile  basin  south  of  Gondokoro.'' 

Can  any  orders  be  clearer  or  more  concise  ?  The  slave  trade  is  to 
be  suppressed ;  legitimate  commerce  is  to  be  introduced ;  protection  is 
to  be  a^orded  by  Sie  establishment  of  a  regular  government.  And  to 
achieve  this  task  an  Englishman  is  selected ;  and  he  is  armed  with 
a  despotic  power  that  never  before  was  entrusted  by  a  Mohammedan 
to  a  Christian. 

Here  lies  the  difference  between  the  Ehedive  and  his  subjects. 
The  one  is  far  from  a  fanatic ;  he  is  a  man  of  the  world,  intelligent 
and  experienced ;  but  his  active  energy  is  always  working  against  a 
passive  resistance. 

To  suppress  the  slave  trade  was  to  compliment  the  powers  of 
Europe;  to  denote  the  superiority  of  Egypt  over  other  Oriental 
nations  ;  to  lay  the  first  stone  in  the  foundation  of  a  new  civilization ; 
and  to  save  to  Africa  a  population  that  was  now  rapidly  disappearing. 
To  effect  this  great  reform  it  was  necessary  to  annex  the  Nile  Basin, 
and  establish  a  government  in  countries  which  had  hitherto  been 
without  protection,  and  a  prey  to  the  adventurers  from  the  Soudan. 
To  convey  steel  steamers  from  England,  and  to  launch  them  upon  the 
Albert  Lake,  and  thus  open  up  the  resources  of  Central  Africa ;  to 
establish  legitimate  trade  in  a  country  which  had  hitherto  been  a 
field  of  rapine  and  of  murder ;  to  protect  the  weak  and  punish  the 
evildoer,  and  to  open  the  road  to  a  great  future,  where  the  past  had 
been  all  darkness  and  the  j>resent  reckless  spoliation — this  was  the 
grand  object  in  which  the  Ehedive  was  thoroughly  sincere. 

In  this  humane  enterprise  he  was  firmly  supported  by  his  two 
Ministers,  Nubar  Pacha  and  Cherif  Pacha  (an  Armenian  and 
a  Circassian).  The  young  princes,  his  sons,  who  are  well-educated 
and  enlightened  men,  took  the  greatest  interest  in  the  tmdertaking, 
but  beyond  these  few  persons  fdl  were  evil-wishers,  who  trusted  that 
the  expedition  would  end  in  failure. 
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This  explanation  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  country,  and  of  the 
general  position  of  affidrs,  will  be  sufficient  to  prove  tiutt  there  is 
little  hope  of  snooess  in  the  Soudan,  unless  the  Ehedive  shall 
determine  upon  the  reform  I  have  suggested.  If  the  authority  should 
be  vested  for  a  certain  term  of  years  in  European  officers,  the  sudden 
change  of  system  would  be  quickly  appreciated  by  the  population. 
Confidence  would  be  restored  by  the  establishment  of  an  honest 
government,  and  the  fertile  lands  that  have  been  forsaken  would 
shortly  be  restored  to  cultivation.  The  beneficial  result  of  this 
reform  would  be  felt  throughout  Egypt.  European  capitalists  would 
invest  in  Egyptian  securities  wifiiout  fear,  as  they  would  have 
confidence  in  ^e  fature  development  of  almost  boundless  resourcea. 

Few  Europeans  at  present  have  any  idea  of  the  producing  power 
of  the  Soudan.  Those  tourists  who  have  been  sufficiently  hardy  to 
encounter  the  Nubian  deserts  can  hardly  believe  that  beyond  that 
rainless  zone  there  are  lands  of  extraordinary  fertility,  only  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  cotton- 
producing  countries  in  the  world.  But  what  capitalist  would  be 
mad  enough  to  invest  money  in  cotton  cultivation  in  Upper  Egypt 
under  native  administration?  Every  obstacle  would  be  thrown  in 
his  way,  and  he  would  be  subjected  to  the  passive  hostility  and  petty 
jealousies  and  fatal  obstructions  that  have  driven  every  European 
out  of  Khartoum,  except  the  Austrian  consul  and  a  Gennan  tfulor, 
who  are  now  the  sole  representatives  of  European  civilization. 

Formerly  there  were  many  European  residents  and  merchants  in 
the  Soudan ;  now  there  is  not  one,  except  the  two  individuals  above 
mentioned. 

It  may  be  easily  understood,  that  where  the  chief  object  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Soudan  has  been  to  conceal  the  slave  trade,  it  was 
their  direct  policy  to  get  rid  of  all  European  witnesses.  In  this  they 
have  thoroughly  succeeded.  The  Khedive  is  endeavouring  to  correct 
this  evil  generally ;  and  not  only  has  he  recalled  the  former  governor- 
general,  but  he  has  altogether  abolished  the  appointment.  Instead  of 
a  supreme  head  who  directed  the  Soudan,  he  has  divided  this  extensive 
territory  into  several  independent  districts,  each  of  which  is  under 
the  control  of  an  independent  governor.  All  that  is  now  necessarj 
is  to  place  Europeans,  properly  qualified  by  their  antecedents,  in 
these  posts.    In  five  years  the  country  would  hardly  be  recognized. 

The  great  difiicidty  in  all  distant  inland  countries  is  the  want 
of  transport.  It  is  useless  to  produce,  unless  there  is  a  means  of 
carrying  off  to  a  market  the  produce  of  the  soil  at  a  remunerative 
rate.  The  Soudan  would  never  be  fitted  for  general  cultivation 
unless  a  railway  were  established  from  Khartoum  to  Cairo.  But  the 
Khedive,  with  his  accustomed  energy,  has  already  commenced  this 
railway,  to  which  a  portion  of  his  new  loan  was  to  have  been  applied. 
This  railway  communication  will  be  the  key  to  the  development  of 
Central  Africa. 

The  present  Khedive  of  Egypt  has  taken  the  lead  by  introdacing 
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all  modem  improyements  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  I  never  so 
much  appreciated  the  electric  telegraph  as  upon  my  return  from 
Central  Africa  to  Khartoum.  I  had  been  twQ  years  and  five  months 
without  any  communication,  locked  up  in  the  very  heart  of  Africa ; 
but  not  only  could  I  telegraph  through  1400  miles  of  sandy  deserts 
upon  my  arrival  at  Khartoum,  but  1  captured  my  greatest  enemy, 
the  chief  of  the  slavers,  by  telegram  at  Cairo.  This  ruffian,  who  had 
escaped  from  me  in  the  upper  country,  had  made  a  quick  camel  journey 
across  the  desert,  but  he  had  forgotten  the  existence  of  the  telegraph. 

Not  only  has  the  Khedive  established  telegraphs  which  now  com- 
municate throughout  the  distant  Soudan,  and  even  with  the  Bed  Sea 
ports,  but  he  has  ali'eady  constcucted  upwards  of  1100  miles  of  railway 
throughout  Egypt.  .  .  . 

When  the  centurions  of  Nero  first  halted  at  the  obstructions  and 
turned  back  from  the  insurmountable  difficulties  of  the  White  Nile, 
they  would  hardly  have  believed  that  steamers  at  a  future  time  would 
traffic  upon  that  desolate  river.  There  are  now  eleven  steamers  on  the 
Upper  Nile,  six  of  which  I  sent  from  Cairo,  and  one  new  vessel  that  I 
erected  at  the  remote  limit  of  navigation,  Gondokuro,  N.  lai  4^  54'. 

I  have  remarked  elsewhere  upon  the  extraordinary  effect  produced 
upon  the  minds  of  the  natives  by  a  steamer.  The  vessel  launched  at 
Gondokoro  was  conveyed  in  sections  from  England,  and  most  success- 
fully constructed  by  the  shipwrights  sent  out  by  Messrs.  Samuda's  firm. 
The  natives  had  thus  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a  steamer  of  108  tons 
commenced  and  completed.  They  afterwards  sailed  in  her  upon  her 
trial  trip,  and  were  so  interested  in  the  performance  of  the  high- 
pressure  engines,  and  the  general  success  of  the  vessel,  that  the 
expedition  gained  more  respect  by  this  instance  of  British  superiority 
than  by  all  our  military  successes.  .  .  . 

The  first  great  step  has  been  taken  in  the  war  declared  against  the 
slave  trade.  In  the  large  district  under  my  command  that  traffic  no 
longer  exists,  and  I  entirely  purged  my  territory  from  the  so-called 
merchants. 

The  Government  has  now  the  entire  monopoly  of  the  ivory  trade 
beyond  the  5°  N.  lat.  The  natives  of  Unyoro,  for  the  first  time  intro- 
duced to  real  legitimate  trade,  were  delighted  to  exchange  their  ivory 
for  various  European  manufiictures.  Manchester  goods,  cutlery, 
crockery-ware,  and  in  fact  ahnost  all  European  articles  were  gladly 
accepted. 

When  proper  means  of  transport  shall  be  introduced,  the  countries 
between  the  4°  N.  lat.  and  the  equator  will  be  invaluable  for  the  pro- 
duction of  coffee.  Situated  at  a  mean  altitude  above  the  sea  level  of 
about  3800  feet,  with  a  wonderfully  fertile  soil,  combined  with  an 
agreeable  climate  and  a  regular  season  of  rains  extending  over  nine  or 
ten  months  of  the  year,  there  could  not  be  a  more  favourable  position 
for  coffee  cultivation.  The  native  population  is  large,  and  now  that 
they  are  protected  by  the  Government  they  would  work  for  wages.  The 
lower  grounds,  esi)ecially  that  important  country  inhabited  by  the 
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Shillooks,  between  the  9^  and  12^  of  latitude,  is  specially  adapted  for 
the  cultivation  of  cotton.  The  plant  is  indigenous  throughout  those 
districts,  and  the  cotton  is  spun  into  threads  and  formed  into  a  fringe 
by  the  natives  to  form  aprons  for  their  women.  The  Shillooks  are 
excellent  people ;  the  tribe  numbers  above  a  million,  and  they  are  in- 
dustrious agriculturists.  It  was  in  that  country  that  I  first  liberated 
cargoes  of  sdaves,  and  insisted  upon  the  Governor  returning  to  their 
homes  all  those  whom  he  had  kidnapped.  It  was  most  touching  to 
witness  the  effect  of  this  sudden  liberation  upon  the  crowd  of  unhappy 
women  and  children,  who,  tied  neck  to  neck  by  ropes,  sat  huddled 
together  under  the  charge  of  the  Grovemment  soldiers.  At  first  they 
could  not  believe  in  the  truth  of  my  order,  and  did  not  realize  their 
freedom ;  but  when  I  insisted  upon  their  liberation,  and  myself  started 
them  on  their  homeward  march,  their  joy  knew  no  bounds. 

I  formed  an  encampment  with  1500  men,  and  remained  in  the 
Shillook  country  seven  months.  During  this  time  I  never  had  to 
complain  of  the  people,  and  I  was  much  struck  with  their  honesty. 
Women  were  extremely  scarce  in  my  expedition ;  thus  my  troops  ex- 
perienced great  difficulty  in  grinding  their  com.  It  was  accordingly 
their  habit  to  entrust  the  com  to  the  Shillook  natives,  who  took  it  to 
their  villages  to  grind,  and  after  a  day  or  two  they  returned  with  the 
flour.  I  never  had  a  complaint  of  deficiency  of  measure ;  and  it  should 
be  explained  that  corn  was  scarce  in  the  neighbourhood,  owing  to  the 
raids  that  had  been  made  by  the  Governor  of  Fashoda ;  thus  it  might 
have  been  natural  that  the  Shillooks  would  steal  a  portion  from  that 
entrusted  to  them. 

The  fact  of  my  having  liberated  the  slaves  was  acknowledged  by 
the  gratitude  of  the  tribe  throughout,  and  the  news  of  this  emancipa- 
tion spread  through  the  most  remote  lands,  as  described  by  Dr.  Schwein- 
furth  in  his  recent  work. 

The  Shillooks  are  now  producing  cotton  on  an  extended  scale. 
They  exchange  the  raw  produce  for  Manchester  goods,  and  there  is 
the  prospect  of  general  prosperity,  provided  the  Government  remains 
honest.  I  introduced  the  seeds  of  the  finest  quality  of  cotton  from 
Egypt,  which  throve  exceedingly. 

The  capital  town  of  the  Shillook  is  Fashoda.  lliis  is  a  fortified 
post  garrisoned  by  two  Egyptian  regiments.  It  completely  dominates 
the  White  Nile,  and  it  would  bo  absolutely  impossible  for  slave- 
traders  to  pass  if  the  Governor  did  his  duty. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  I  have  no  confidence  in  Egyptian  officers. 
The  most  striking  proof  of  their  connivance  at  the  slave  trade  was 
afforded  a  few  months  ago  on  my  homeward  route.  As  the  new 
steamer  was  towing  my  diahbeeah  down  the  White  Nile,  I  overtook 
three  vessels  bjBlonging  to  the  principal  trader,  Agad,  with  seven 
hundred  slaves  on  boa^  I  Thus,  after  all  that  I  had  done  in  sup« 
pressing  the  slave  trade  in  the  distant  south,  the  traders  were  actually 
presuming  to  pass  the  Government  station  of  Fashoda,  thus  proving 
that  there  was  no  danger  from  the  vigilance  of  the  officials. 
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Upon  my  arrival  at  Fashoda,  where  two  large  steamers  were  lying, 
I  gave  the  necessary  orders  to  the  Governor,  whom  I  held  responsible 
for  the  capture  of  the  three  slavers.  In  a  few  days  they  were  taken, 
with  600  slaves  on  board,  about  100  having  perished  by  the  small-pox 
since  I  parted  from  them. 

The  Grovemor  of  Fashoda  was  a  new  man,  only  recently  appointed ; 
but  I  had  satisfactory  proofs  that  during  my  absence  of  some  years  in 
the  interior,  the  former  governor  had  been  in  the  habit  of  pocketing  a 
toll  per  head  for  each  slave,  and  asking  no  further  questions.  There 
can  be  no  excuse  for  the  authoritieB  if  a  slave  vessel  descends  the 
White  Nile. 

The  present  difficulty  lies  at  Darfur,  the  Sultan  of  which  country 
is  a  fanatical  Mohammedan  and  slave  dealer.  Darfur  is  the  great 
emporium  of  the  slave  trade,  and  I  heard  with  pleasure  within  the 
last  few  days  that  the  Sultan  has  had  the  audacity  to  invade  the 
frontier  and  attack  the  Egyptian  forces— in  which  attack  he  suffered 
a  severe  defeat.  This  will  end  in  the  annexation  of  Darfur  l^  Egypt, 
which  (always  providing  that  European  officers  are  to  command)  will 
bo  the  most  fatal  blow  to  the  Central  African  slave  trade. 

If  the  English  Government  is  serious  in  the  desire  to  suppress  the 
slave  trade,  the  time  has  arrived  for  action.  It  will  not  be  effected 
by  empty  preaching  to  Oriental  powers. 

My  ta^  has  been  arduous  and  thankless  as  an  Englishman  and 
Christian  employed  by  a  Mohanuuedan  Government  to  stamp  out  a 
cherished  Mohammedan  institution.  It  was  natural  to  expect  every 
species  of  intrigue  and  opposition.  This  has  been  used  unsparingly, 
which  has  led  to  much  difficulty  and  ended  in  much  bloodshed  in 
literal  self-defence.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  expedition  I  have  lately 
concluded  will  be  the  foundation  for  a  great  future.  I  most  thoroughly 
cleansed  the  White  Biver  from  the  slave  trade,  and  established  a 
government  in  the  heart  of  Africa  that  was  respected  and  loved  by 
tiie  inhabitants.  It  remains  for  others  to  continue  and  to  improve  the 
work  I  have  done.  I  can  only  trust  that  by  overcoming  the  difficulties 
and  opposition  that  I  met  with,  I  may  have  cleared  and  made  easy  the 
path  for  my  successor,  an  officer  well  known  by  reputation,  who  will 
do  all  that  is  possible  for  British  energy  to  accomplish. 

In  taking  leave  of  Africa  I  felt  some  pangs  of  regret  that  my  time 
was  too  limited  to  permit  me  to  see  good  fruit  as  the  result  of  my 
labour ;  but  I  saw  enough  in  the  gratitude  of  the  native  population  to 
convince  me  that  if  Englishmen  take  the  work  earnestly  in  hand, 
Africa  will  at  length  emerge  from  the  barbarism  which  has  dis- 
graced her. 

The  Ehedive  has  taken  the  work  most  earnestly  in  hand,  and 
having  now  retired  from  his  service,  I  with  pleasure  acknowledge  the 
kindness  that  I  have  always  received  at  his  hands  and  from  the 
principal  members  of  his  family.  I  feel  convinced  that  no  one  more 
sincerely  regretted  the  difficulties  and  the  opposition  I  encountered 
than  Ismail  Pacha,  the  Ehedive  of  Egypt,  who,  on  my  return  to 
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Ehartonm,  was  the  first  to  congratulate  me  by  telegram  on  my 
success. 

Although  in  the  recent  expedition  I  have  been  the  active  instru- 
ment, the  great  credit  and  honour  are  due  to  the  Khedive  of  Egypt, 
who  is  the  first  Mohanmiedan  ruler  who  has  dared  to  strike  at  the 
greatest  of  Mohammedan  abominations. 

[S.  W.  B.] 


WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  March  13,  1874. 

Sib  Fbederiok  Pollock,  Bart.  M.A.  Manager,  in  the  Chair. 

Db.  C.  R  Aldeb-Wkight,  F.C.S. 

On  the  Chemical  Changes  accompanying  the  Smelting  cf  Iron  in  Blast 

Furnaces, 

NoTwiTHSTANDiKa  that  the  operation  of  iron-smelting  is  one  dating  from 
a  very  early  epoch,  and  in  spite  of  its  magnitude  at  the  present  day, 
and  the  consequently  numerous  series  of  observations  and  experiments 
made  thereon  by  various  chemists,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  untQ 
recently  our  knowledge  of  the  chemical  changes  which  occur  during 
the  process  was  extremely  limited. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to-night  to  enter  into  any  detailed 
description  of  the  apparatus  and  machinery  now  in  use  in  this  manu- 
facture ;  the  blast  furnace,  as  you  are  all  aware,  is  virtually  a  gigantic 
vertical  tube  into  the  top  end  of  which  the  materials  used  are  con- 
tinually inserted ;  these  consist  of  the  ore  to  be  smelted,  the  fuel,  and 
lime  or  limestone  as  a  flux.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  tube  air  usually 
heated  to  800^-500^  is  continually  injected  by  a  blowing  engine 
through  nozzles  termed  tuyeres^  whereby  the  fuel  is  burnt  and  the 
necessary  heat  generated  :  ti^e  earthy  materials  of  the  ore  and  the  lime 
of  the  flux  unite,  forming  a  fusible  "  slag,"  which  is  continually  drawn 
off  at  the  base,  whilst  the  molten  reduced  iron  accumulates  below  the 
slag,  being  specifically  heavier,  aad  is  drawn  off  from  time  to  time  into 
moulds  of  sand,  when  it  constitutes  the  pig  iron  of  commerce. 

Ordinarily  the  air  injected,  or  "  blast,"  is  previously  heated  by 
passing  through  tubes  of  iron  or  piles  of  brickwork,  themselves  heated 
by  the  combustion  of  the  waste  gases  that  escape  from  the  furnace 
itself;  to  collect  these,  the  top  of  the  furnace  is  closed  by  a 
bell-shaped  valve  which  serves  for  the  introduction  of  materials 
when  open,  but  which  when  closed  compels  the  gases  to  issue 
through  au  orifice  in  the  side  of  the  furnace  near  the  top,  whence 
they  are  led  away  through  pipes  to  the  heating  stoves,  furnaces  of 
boilers,  &c. 

The  nature  of  the  ore  used  necessarily  exerts  a  great  influence  on 
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the  chemical  changes  that  take  place ;  the  following  Table  indicates 
the  general  composition  of  several  of  the  chief  descriptions  of  ore  used. 
In  some  instances  the  iron  exists*  naturally  as  ferric  oxide ;  in  other 
cases  chiefly  as  ferrous  carbonate. 


Hiematite. 

Magnetic  Ore. 

Spathic  Ore. 

Clay  Ironstone. 

Brown  Ore. 

Fe,0,    ..      .. 

90-100 

30-70 

0-3 

0-3 

40-70 

FeO      ..      .. 

13-33 

36-50 

35-55 

0-5 

A1,0,    ..      .. 

0-2 

0-5 

0-2 

1-7 

1-7 

Cab      ..      .. 

0-3 

0-5 

0-4 

1-14 

1-7 

MgO     ..      .. 

0-1 

0-2 

0-4 

1-9 

0-2 

MnO     ..      .. 

0-1 

0-1 

1-25 

0-2 

0-3 

8iO,      ..      .. 

0-10 

0-10 

0-5 

2-17 

1-35 

CO,       ..      .. 

l6^'  ::  :: 

H,0      ..      .. 

0-1 

O-IO 

37-42 

22-37 

0-5 

0-1 

0-2 

trace 

0-2 

0-2 

0-1 

trace 

ij 

0^ 

trace 

0-1 

0-4 

0-1 

0-18 

Essential  Com- 
position     .. 

FCjO,  with 

little  or  no 

earthy 

matter. 

Fe,0  and 

FeO  with 

earthy 

matters. 

FeCO,  and 

MnCO, 
crystalline. 

FeOO,  and 

much  earthy 

matter. 

Hydrated 

Fe,0, 

and  earthy 

matters. 

When  ferrous  carbonate  constitutes  the  ore  used,  the  smelting  pro- 
cess is  usually  facilitated  by  submitting  it  to  a  previous  calcination  in 
a  kiln  like  a  lime-kiln,  whereby  the  ferrous  carbonate  becomes  trans- 
formed into  ferric  oxide ;  when,  however,  the  carbonate  is  not  calcined 
before  use,  it  speedily  loses  the  carbon  dioxide  present  therein,  leaving 
behind  an  oxide  of  iron ;  this  occurs  in  the  top  portion  of  the  furnace, 
80  that  virtually  the  ores  used  may  be  regarded  as  consisting  essentially 
of  some  form  of  iron  oxide,  with  a  varying  amount  of  earthy  matter 
of  variable  kind  intermixed  therewith. 

The  fuel  used  is  ordinarily  coke  or  charcoal;  when,  however, 
raw  coal  is  employed,  it  is  completely  coked  in  the  top  portion 
of  the  furnace,  so  that  the  fuel  burnt  at  the  tuyeres  is  invariably 
carbon. 

As  the  blast  enters  the  furnace  it  comes  in  contact  with  a  mass 
of  incandescent  carbon,  whereby  its  oxygen  is  firstly  converted  into 
carbon  dioxide,  and  nextly  into  carbon  oxide,  the  nitrogen  for  the 
most  part  remaining  unchanged ;  not  impossibly,  a  good  deal  of  the 
carbon  is  burnt  directly  to  carbon  oxide,  without  passing  through 
the  intermediate  stage  of  carbon  dioxide;  any  moisture  present  in 
the  blast  is  similarly  converted  into  a  mixture  of  carbon  oxide  and 
hydrogen ;  the  amount  of  the  latter  necessarily  varies  with  the  hy-« 
grometric  state  of  the  atmosphere.  Although  hydrogen  is  a  powerful 
reducing  agent,  the  influence  of  the  small  quantity  present  in  the 
blast-furnace  gases  appears  to  be  practically  nil :  the  gases  issuing  at 
the  top  of  the  furnace  contain  on  an  average  about  as  much  free 
hydrogen  as  is  brought  in  by  the  blast,  whence  it  is  evident  that  the 
VoL.Vn.     (No.  60.)  s 
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hydrogen  has  contributed  little  or  nothing  to  the  redaction  of  the 
ferric  oxide;  and  again,  practical  experience  shows  that  the  more 
moistnre  enters  the  furnace  at  the  base,  the  more  fuel  is  requisite  to 
do  the  work,  i.e.  the  development  of  hydrogen  is  injurious  to  the 
action  rather  than  auxiliary. 

What  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  bringing  before  you  to-night  is 
the  history  of  the  changes  that  occur  as  the  mixture  of  carbon  oxide 
and  nitrogen  formed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tuyeres  rises  through  the 
furnace.  This  action  has  usually  been  described  hitherto  as  a  veiy 
simple  one ;  the  carbon  oxide  being  viewed  as  simply  removing  the 
oxygen  from  the  higher  oxide  of  iron,  forming  successively  a  lower 
oxide  and  metal,  carbon  dioxide  being  evolved  in  accordance  with 
equations  (1)  and  (2),  infra. 

Table  of  Chemical  Changes  taking  place  in  different  parts  of  the  Blaot 

FUBNACE. 

fA]  Reduction  of  higher  oxide  to  lower  oxide  and  metal  by  gaseous  carbon 
oxide. 

(1)  Fe,Oy    +      CO     =     FoxOy-i    +       CO, 

(2)  Fe,Oy    +    yCO     =    xFe  +    yCO, 

[B]  Oxidation  of  metal  to  lower  oxide  and  higher  oxide  by  carbon  dioxide. 

(3)  arFe  +     yCO,     =     Fe,Oy     +     yCO 

(4)  Fe,Oy-i    +       CO,     =     Fe,Oy    +      CO 

[C]  Beduction  of  carbon  oxide  to  carbon. 

(5)  a?Fe  +    yCO     =     Fe,Oy    +    yC 

(6)  Fe,Oy-i    +      CO    =     Fe,Oy    +      C 

[D]  Reaction  of  reduced  carbon  on  iron  oxide  forming  carbon  dioxide. 

(7)  2Fe,0y    +       0    =      CO,     +    2Fe,0,_ 

(8)  2Fe,0y     +    j/C     =     yCO,     +     2a?  Fe 

[£]  Reaction  of  carbon  dioxide  on  reduced  carbon. 

(9)  CO,    +    C     =     2C0 

The  changes  that  really  take  place  are,  however,  much  more  com- 
plicated; it  is  true  that  these  reactions  do  take  place,  but  firstly 
carbon  dioxide  has  a  tendency  to  act  on  metallic  iron,  re-forming  an 
oxide,  and  re-producing  carbon  oxide  by  reactions  that  are  just  the 
converse  of  (1)  and  (2),  viz.  in  virtue  of  equations  (8)  and  (Jl). 

Nextly,  metallic  iron  acts  on  carbon  oxide,  setting  nree  carbon 
and  forming  successively  a  lower  and  a  higher  oxide  in  virtue  of 
equations  (5^  and  (6). 

Again,  tne  caroon  deposited  in  virtue  of  reactions  [G]  reacts  on 
the  higher  oxides  of  iron,  producing  lower  oxides  and  metal,  with 
evolution  of  carbon  dioxide,  in  accordance  with  e<]^uations  (7)  and  ^8). 
And  finally,  carbon  dioxide  reacts  on  the  deposited  carbon,  giving 
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rise  to  the  fonnaidon  of  two  proportions  of  carbon  oxide  in  virtue  of 
equation  (9). 

Changes  [A]  and  [D]  may  be  referred  to  as  iron^educing,  [B]  and 

[C]  as  iron-^)xia%zing :  changes  [CJ  may  be  termed  carbonrreducingy 
D]  and  [E]  carhon-oxidmng. 

At  any  given  point  in  the  blast  furnace  all  these  chemical  ten- 
dencies are  at  work  simultaneously  with  more  or  less  vigour  accord- 
ing to  circumstances ;  the  action  actually  taking  place  at  this  point 
is,  therefore,  that  due  to  the  single  resultant  of  all  the  multifarious 
forces  at  work;  before,  therefore,  it  is  possible  to  enter  into  any 
explanation  of  the  chemical  changes  occurring  in  the  furnace  itself, 
some  knowledge  must  be  gained  of  the  relative  magnitudes  of  these 
several  forces.  Oonsiderable  additions  to  our  knowledge  on  these  points 
have  recently  accrued,  chiefly  through  the  labours  of  I.  Lowthian 
Bell,  Esq.  M.P.  with  whom  I  had  tiio  pleasure  of  co-operating  in 
his  researches. 

As  regards  tendencies  [AJ.  Although  carbon  oxide  exerts  no 
action  on  ferric  oxide  at  ordinary  temperatures,  yet  its  influence  is 
appreciable  at  temperatures  far  below  the  limit  of  the  mercurial 
thermometer ;  the  precise  point  at  which  the  action  commences  varies 
with  the  physical  condition  of  the  ferric  oxide :  thus  the  following 
Table  illustrates  this  point : — 

Temfebatube  at  which  Carbon  Oxide  begins  to  reduce  Ferric  Oxide. 


SubeUnoe. 


Minimum  Tempera-    T^^r^^^^^  .*  „i,i«u 

ture  at  which  Carbon    l!t?„?f  ,"!S1 !!  J^SS^ 

Dioxide  is  formed.    ,  ^'"^  *"  ^^^  ""^^«*- 


Precipitated  by  ammonia 141 

Galdnation  of  ferric  nitrate       145 

Average  calcined  Cleveland  ironstone     ...  199 

Ditto,  more  highly  calcined      200 

Calcination  of  ferroTiB  sulphate  ..    '  208 

Pumice-stone  soaked  in  ferrous  solphatel  qii 

solution  and  calcined      /i 


149 
154 
210 
206 
2X6 

227 


The  fact  that  the  action  is  perceptible  at  so  low  a  temperature  may 
be  oonveniently  illustrated  by  passing  a  current  of  pure  carbon  oxide 
oyer  precipitated  ferric  oxide  in  a  flask  heated  to  150^  in  a  paraffin 
bath,  and  passing  the  gases  subsequently  through  bar3rta  water,  when 
the  formation  of  a  turbidity  denotes  the  production  of  carbon  dioxide. 
{Experiment  performed,) 

It  is  noticeable  that  a  specimen  of  ferric  oxide  that  has  been 
already  slightly  reduced  in  this  way  is  first  acted  upon  only  at  a  higher 
temperature  than  that  required  in  the  first  instance. 

As  regards  equation  (2)  it  may  be  remarked  that  it  is  impracti- 
cable to  reduce  (ke  whole  of  any  sample  of  iron  oxide  by  means  of 
gaseous  carbon  oxide  at  any  temperature  short  of  a  white  heat;  in 
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fact,  metallic  iron  decomposes'  carbon  oxide,  becoming  itself  more  or 
less  oxidized  at  all  temperatnres  below  this  in  yirtue  of  equation  (5). 

In  reference  to  the  converse  changes  \B]j  the  oxidizing  effect  of 
carbon  dioxide  on  iron  is  scarcely  appreciable  at  a  temperature  pf 
300^,  but  is  noticeable  at  400°  and  upwards,  being  very  considerable 
at  about  600° :  this  may  be  illustrated  by  passing  a  current  of  carbon 
dioxide  over  fragments  of  metallic  iron  in  a  tube  heated  to  a  bright 
red  heat,  when  much  carbon  oxide  is  evolved,  so  that  the  issuing  gases 
may  be  inflamed.     (Experiment  performed.) 

The  physical  condition  of  the  iron  employed  necessarily  exerts  a 
considerable  influence  on  the  rapidity  of  the  reaction,  the  more  finely 
divided  the  metal,  the  more  energetic  being  the  action ;  thus  pyro- 
phoric  iron  is  readily  acted  on  by  &ie  air  at  the  ordinary  temperature, 
whilst  more  massive  fragments  of  metal  are  unaffected  under  the  same 
circumstances. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  carbon  dioxide  is  not  capable  of  acting  on  all 
metals  alike  in  this  way.  Copper,  for  instance,  is  unaffected  at  a  red 
heat  or  upwards  by  carbon  dioxide,  whilst  nickel  and  cobalt  aro 
oxidized  with  the  production  of  carbon  oxide,  the  change,  however, 
taking  place  with  less  ease  than  with  pure  iron.  The  following  Table 
illustrates  this  point. 

CJoMPARATivB  AonoN  of  Cabbon  Dioxidb  on  Iron,  Nickel,  and  Cobalt, 
at  about  600^. 

Iron 100 

Cobalt      44 

Nickel       11 

Iron  first  begins  to  act      ..      ..    below  420° 
Cobalt      „  „  ....    about  550° 

Nickel     „  „  ....    above  550° 

The  consideration  of  the  cs^uses  that  lead  to  the  possibility  of  the 
occurrence  of  the  inverse  reactions  [A]  and  [B],  and  the  different 
behaviour  of  iron  and  copper  towards  carbon  dioxide,  introduce  us  to 
some  general  principles  in  chemical  dynamics.  Whenever  a  body 
imites  with  oxygen,  heat  is  evolved ;  thus  the  following  Table  illus- 
trates the  quantity  of  heat  produced  by  the  union  of  16  parts  by 
weight  of  oxygen  with  various  substances,  the  materials  and  products 
being  all  viewed  as  being  examined  at  the  constant  temperature  600°  C. 

The  numbers  are  calculated  from  the  so-called  "  heats  of  com- 
bustion "  of  the  bodies  (at  15°)  by  means  of  the  formula 

Hmo  =  H,4  +  Ai  +  A,  —  A|, 

where  H.«o  =  the  heat  of  oombustion  at  500°. 
Hi,  =  „  „  at  15° 

Ai  =  the  heat  required  to  raise  the  combustible  from  15°  to  500°. 
A,  =  „  M        ■     the  oxygen  through  the  same  range. 

A3  =  „  „  the  product  of  combustion  through  the 

same  range. 
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Combustible. 


Product  of  Oombustlon. 


Klloeramme  heat 

units  evolved 

At  600°. 


Iron  .. 

GirboQ  oxide 
GarboQ     .. 
Carbon     .. 
Hydrogen 

Copper     .. 


Magnetic  (and  probably  any  other)  oxide' 

Carbon  dioxide 

Carbon  oxide      

Carbon  dioxide 

Steam 

^^TV^'^* 


66-7 
68-8 
27-4 
48-1 
58-9 

37-6 


The  evolution  of  beat  during  these  actions  may  be  exemplified  by 
sprinkling  iron  filings  into  a  large  gas-blowpipe  flame,  when  a 
brilliant  shower  of  sparks  is  produced,  heat  and  consequently  light 
being  developed  by  the  oxidation  of  the  iron.  (Experiment  performed,) 
Similarly  by  burning  carbon  oxide  at  a  jet  through  which  a  stream  of 
oxygen  can  be  forced,  a  blowpipe  flame  is  produced  equal  in  heating 
power  to  the  oxyhydrogen  flame,  and  like  it  capable  of  igniting  lime, 
and  thereby  giving  off  a  bright  light,  melting  platinum,  steel,  &c.,  &c. 
{Experiment  performed,)  Although  carbon  oxide  actually  gives  out 
more  heat  than  hydrogen  in  uniting  with  a  given  weight  of  oxygen 
(68  *  8  kilogramme  units  as  against  58  *  9  when  &e  action  takes  place  at 
500°),  it  is  nevertheless  much  more  difficult  to  obtain  the  same 
calorific  effects  from  a  carbon  oxide-oxygen  flame  than  from  an  oxy- 
hydrogen flame.  With  a  small  flame,  platinum  may  be  readily  fused 
and  lime  heated  to  intense  brilliancy  with  either;  but  the  latter 
gives  a  much  more  compact,  and  therefore  hotter,  flame  when  larger 
amounts  of  gas  are  used  :  the  comparative  slowness  with  which  the 
carbon  oxide  oxidizes  is  illustrated  by  the  circumstances  that  a  jet  of 
this  gas  issuing  under  some  slight  pressure  from  a  narrow  orifice  will 
not  continue  to  bum  in  the  air,  the  flame  as  it  were  blowing  itself  out ; 
whilst  a  jet  of  hydrogen  or  of  coal-gas  bums  readily  under  the  Same 
circumstances. 

It  seems  to  be  a  general  rule  that  no  reaction  of  replacement 
coming  under  the  general  form 

ap  +  yjf  =  y +  a:« 

can  take  place  if  the  reaction  is  attended  with  any  considerable 
absorption  of  heat ;  t.  e,  the  heat  given  out  by  the  substances  x  and  ^, 
in  uniting  with  the  same  weight  of  z,  must  either  be  approximately 
equal,  or  else  that  given  out  by  a;  in  uniting  with  z  must  be  greater 
thEm  that  evolved  by  y  in  combining  with  z.    Some  few  exceptions  to 

*  When  a  body  forms  more  than  one  solid  oxide  corresponding  to  a  class  of 
stable  well-defined  salts,  the  heat  produced  for  a  given  weight  of  oxygen  consumed 
is  identical  with  each  oxide ;  this  is  not  the  case  when  gaseous  oxides  are  formed 
as  with  carbon ;  nor  even  when  solid  oxides  are  formed  when  they  do  not  corre- 
spond to  classes  of  stable  well-defined  salts,  e.  g,  some  of  the  oxides  of  manganesa 
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this  rule  are  known,  notably  reactions  [D]  and  [E] :  generally,  how- 
ever, the  converse  is  the  case,  t.  e.  in  reactions  ot  this  class  tiiere  is 
nsuallj  an  evolution  of  heat. 

Now  copper  and  carbon  oxide  are  not  thermally  eqnal  as  regards 
combination  with  oxygen ;  the  latter  evolves  nearly  double  the  heat 
given  out  by  the  former  in  uniting  with  a  given  weight  of  oxygen : 
hence  the  action  of  carbon  oxide  on  copper  oxide,  producing  metallio 
copper  and  carbon  dioxide,  must  be  attended  with  a  large  evolution  of 
heat ;  thus  at  500° :— - 

Heat  produced  by  oxidation  of  carbon  oxide  to  dioxide  +  68'8 
Heat  absorbed  during  the  reduction  of  copper  oxide  ..   —  87 '6 

Heat  evolved      +31*2 


Carbon  oxide,  therefore,  reduces  copper  oxide  to  metal,  forming  carbon 
dioxide  in  accordance  with  the  above  rule;  whilst  the  converse 
reaction,  viz.  oxidation  of  metallic  copper  by  carbon  dioxide  and  con- 
version of  the  latter  into  carbon  oxide,  does  not  take  place,  as  it  would 
be  attended  with  a  large  absorption  of  heat,  viz.  31*2  kilogramme  units. 

The  evolution  of  heat  during  the  reaction  of  carbon  oxide  on 
copper  oxide,  may  be  readily  illustrated  thus: — A  tube  filled  with 
lumps  of  copper  oxide  is  heated  to  a  temperature  short  of  visible  red- 
ness, and  a  stream  of  carbon  oxide  is  passed  through  it ;  the  copper 
oxide  immediately  begins  to  glow  brightly  from  the  heat  evolution 
that  ensues  during  the  reduction  of  the  metallic  oxide :  on  leading 
oxygen  through  the  tube,  when  the  reduction  is  over,  and  the  mass 
has  cooled  down  so  as  to  be  no  longer  visibly  red  hot,  a  still  brighter 
glow  is  produced  from  the  heat  evolution  during  the  reoxidation  of  the 
metal :  the  glowing  is  less  bright  in  the  first  instance  for  the  three- 
fold reason  that  there  is  somewhat  less  heat  evolved  (31  *  2  units  as 
against  37  *  6),  whilst  the  resulting  carbon  dioxide  escapes  while  very 
hot,  and  consequently  removes  heat ;  again,  it  dilutes  the  carbon  oxide 
and  makes  its  action  less  energetic.     {Experiments  performed.) 

In  reference  to  the  general  rule  just  referred  to  relating  to  the 
connection  between  the  heat  evolution  on  combination  and  the  relative 
actions  of  bodies  on  one  another,  one  particular  case  is  noteworthy, 
of  which  reactions  [A]  and  [B]  afford  a  good  example :  if  in  a  reaction 
of  the  form 

X  +  yz  =  y  +  xz 

there  is  little  or  no  evolution  of  heat  (t.  e.ifx  and  y  both  evolve 
approximately  the  same  amount  of  heat  in  uniting  with  the  same 
weight  of  z),  it  often  happens  that  the  converse  reaction 

y  ■{•  xz  =  X  +  yz 

may  be  brought  about  by  modifying  the  circumstances,  so  that  the 
following  is  tibe  general  rule  for  all  cases  as  regards  the  equation 

x  +  yz  =  y  -{-xz. 
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Oase  (1). — X  evolves  more  heat  in  uniting  with  z  than  y  does. 

The  reaction  takes  place  nnder  suitable  conditions. 

Case  (2). — x  and  y  evolve  approximately  the  same  amounts  of  heat 
in  uniting  with  z. 

The  reaction  may  take  place  or  its  converse,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

Case  (3). — x  evolves  considerably  less  heat  than  y  in  uniting 
with  z. 

The  reaction  (usually)  does  not  take  place,  but  the  converse 
reaction  frequently  can  occur  under  suitable  conditions. 

Thus  in  the  case  of  reactions  [A]  and  [B],  there  is  but  little  heat 
evolution  or  absorption  in  either  case. 

[A]  Heat  eyoWed  by  oxidation  of  carbon  oxide  to  dioxide    +68*8 
Heat  absorbed  by  reduction  of  iron  oxide —  66*7 

Heat  evolved    ..     ..     ..      ..     +   2-1    * 

[B]  Heat  evolved  by  oxidation  of  iron       +66*7 

Heat  absorbed  by  reduction  of  carbon  dioxide  to  oxide     —  68  *  8 

Heat  absorbed -    2*1 


In  this  respect  reactions  [A]  and  [BJ  may  be  compared  with 
another  well-known  pair  of  inverse  reactions,  viz.  the  oxidation  of 
iron  by  passing  steam  over  it,  hydrogen  being  evolved ;  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  iron  oxide  by  passing  hydrogen  over  it,  steam  being  produced. 
In  each  of  these  cases,  also,  the  thermal  disturbance  is  not  great,  t.  e. 
hydrogen  and  iron  are  thermally  approximately  equal  in  reference 
to  their  combination  with  oxygen  at  600°. 

Steam  and  Ibon. 

Heat  evolved  by  oxidation  of  iron       +66*7 

Heat  absorbed  by  reduction  of  steam —58-9 

Heat  evolved +   7*8 

Hydbooen  ajsd  Ibon  Oxide. 

Heat  evolved  by  oxidation  of  hydrogen      +  58 '  9 

Heat  absorbed  by  reduction  of  iron  oxide ^  66  *7 

Heat  absorbed —   7'8 


From  the  existence  of  the  inverse  reactions  [A]  and  p3]  it  results 
that  when  a  mixture  of  the  two  oxides  of  carbon  acts  either  on  metallic 
iron  or  on  iron  oxide,  oxidation  of  the  one  or  reduction  of  the  other 
takes  place  until  a  definite  relation  exists  between  the  iron  and  oxygen 
present  in  the  resulting  substance  and  the  two  oxides  of  carbon  in  the 
gaseous  mixture ;  the  composition  of  the  inert  substance  necessarily 
varies  with  the  temperature  and  the  nature  of  the  mixture  of  carbon 
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oxides  used ;  the  higher  the  temperature  and  the  more  oarbon  dioxide 
is  present,  tiie  larger  is  the  amount  of  oxygen  present  in  the  inert 
substance.     Thus  Bell  obtained  the  following  numbers : — 


OOt  per  100  volumes 
of  00. 

Temperature. 

Oxygen  in  inert  Oxide. 
I'e,0,=  100. 

LaTDOii  acpoawi 
per  100  of  Fe. 

eoo 

100 

47 

11 

Nil  (pure  CO) 

Red  heat        

Bright  red  heat     ..      .. 

Full  red  heat 

Approaching  whiteness 
Bright  red  heat     ..      .. 

900 
67-5 

8-2 
11-9 

10 

nU 
n 
n 

0*^3 

!^S  Beactions  [C].  The  oxidation  of  carbon  to  oarbon  oxide  eyolves  less 
heat  than  the  conversion  of  iron  into  iron  oxide ;  hence  it  might  be 
inferred  that  iron  will  probably  decompose  carbon  oxide  with  the 
evolution  of  heat,  carbon  being  set  free  and  an  oxide  of  iron  formed; 
thus  thermally 

Heat  evolved  by  oxidation  of  iron      +66*7 

Heat  absorbed  by  redaction  of  carbon  oxide  to  carbon   ..     —  27*4 


Heat  evolved 


+  89-3 


The  circumstances  attending  this  change  have  been  studied  at 
great  length  by  Bell;  at  temperatures  not  higher  than  200°  it  is 
.  possible  to  obtain  small  quantities  of  deposited  carbon  in  virtue  of 
these  reactions;  but  the  action  is  at  a  maximuTn  at  about  420^-450°; 
at  higher  temperatures  but  little  carbon  can  be  obtained  in  this  way, 
owing  to  the  carbon-removing  influences  [D]  and  [E] ;  a  few  tenths 
per  cent,  of  carbon,  however,  are  always  deposited,  tne  same  result 
being  arrived  at  whether  metallic  iron  or  ferric  oxide  be  employed  in 
the  first  instance.  The  oxygen  communicated  to  the  iron  is  for  the 
most  part  removed  again  in  virtue  of  reactions  [A]  and  [D1;  a 
minute  quantity,  however,  is  retained  at  all  temperatures  up  to  about 
1000^.  Since  carbon  is  also  present  in  the  product,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed that  the  oxygen  is  present  as  occluded  carbon  oxide ;  that  this 
is  not  the  case,  however,  is  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  the  whole 
of  the  carbon  present  is  left  behind  in. the  free  state  on  dissolving  the 
impregnated  iron  in  iodine  water,  or  copper  sulphate  solution.  More- 
over, the  oxygen  present  is,  under  these  circumstances,  left  behind  in 
the  form  of  an  pxide  of  iron. 

The  process  of  acieration  depends  in  the  first  instance  on  the  occur- 
rence of  reactions  [0] ;  carbon  oxide  is  absorbed  by  the  bars  of  iron, 
and  is  decomposed,  particles  of  carbon  being  deposited  and  iron  oxide 
formed,  this  latter  being  immediately  reduced  again,  either  by  carbon 
oxide  (reactions  [A]),  or  by  acting  on  a  part  of  the  deposited  carbon 
(reactions  [D]) ;  the  blisters  on  blister  steel  are  probably  produced  by 
the  attempts  at  egress  of  the  carbon  dioxide  thus  produced. 
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When  ferric  oxide  is  exposed  to  the  action  of  carbon  oxide  at  about 
420%  the  time  required  to  produce  a  giyon  amount  of  carbon  deposi- 
tion varies  greatly  with  the  physical  structure  of  the  iron  oxide, 
probably  because  this  physical  structui'e  influences,  as  above  described, 
the  rate  at  which  iron  and  lower  oxides  are  formed  in  virtue  of  re- 
actions [A] :  thus  the  following  Table  indicates  the  relative  amounts 
of  carbon  deposited  from  various  kinds  of  ferric  oxide,  by  simultaneous 
exposure  to  the  action  of  carbon  oxide  at  420°,  for  seven  hours : — 

Carbon  deposited 
per  100  of  Iron. 

Calcined  ferric  nitrate       144'0 

Precipitated  by  ammonia 95*4 

Calcined  ferrous  sulphate         54*5 

Pumice-stone  soakea  in  ferrous  sulphate  and  calcined        . .  14*9 

Calcined  Cleveland  ironstone 0*3 

After  ten  or  twelve  hours,  however,  the  discrepancy  is  not  so 
marked,  as  much  carbon  being  then  deposited  with  the  Cleveland  ore 
as  is  with  the  precipitated  oxide  in  seven  hours. 

The  action  of  carbon  oxide  on  certain  other  metals  and  their  oxides 
has  also  been  examined  by  Bell ;  the  chief  results  arrived  at  are  in- 
eluded  in  the  following  Table  : — 

CoMPARATivB  AoTiON  at  400°-500°  of  Carbon  Oxides  on  various  Metals  and 

Oxides. 
Higher  oxides  of  iron,  nickel,  and  cobalt ; 

Reduced  to  lower  oxides,  and  partiallv  to  metal ;  suboxides  (Fe,0,  Ni,0,  and 
Co^O)  being  formed,  and  much  carbon  deposited. 
Spongy  metallic  iron,  nickel,  and  cobalt; 

Partially  oxidized,  much  free  carbon  being  formed ;  iron  most  active,  nickel 
least. 
Higher  oxides  of  manganese ; 

Reduced  only  to  monoxide  (MnO) ;  no  free  carbon  being  deposited. 
Oxides  of  copper  and  lead ; 

Reduced  to  metals ;  no  free  carbon  deposited. 
Oxides  of  zinc,  chromium,  and  tin ;  metallic  copper,  lead  zinc,  and  tin  ; 
Ko  effect. 

In  each  one  of  these  cases,  where  any  action  at  all  ensues,  it  is 
uniformly  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  included  in  the  general  rule  above 
laid  down ;  thus  nickel  and  cobalt  give  out  approximately  as  much 
heat  in  uniting  with  16  grammes  of  oxygen  as  does  iron,  and  therefore 
behave  in  an  analogous  fashion,  giving  rise  to  converse  reactions 
analogous  to  [A]  and  FB]. 

Rations  [D1.  Tne  occurrence  of  these  reactions  may  be  readily 
demonstrated  by  neating  to  redness  an  iron  tube  containing  a  mixture 
of  carbon  (as  free  as  possible  from  hydrogen)  and  ferric  oxide.  As 
soon  as  the  temperature  rises  to  about  400°,  carbon  dioxide  is  evolved. 
The  reaction,  however,  is  complicated  by  the  circumstance,  that  the 
evolved  carbon  dioxide  reacts  on  both  the  carbon  present  and  the  iron 
or  lower  oxides  of  iron  formed  by  reactions  [D],  so  as  to  give  rise  to 
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the  production  of  carbon  oxide  by  reaotions  [E]  and  [A]  respectively ; 
hence,  as  the  action  goes  on,  the  amount  of  carbon  dioxide  in  tibo 
mixture  gradually  lessens,  and  finally  little  but  carbon  oxide  is 
CYolyed.    (Ea^periment  performed,) 

It  appears  exceedingly  probable  that  the  so-called  "occluded 
carbon  oxide  "  contained  in  malleable  iron  is  really  not  occluded  at  all, 
but  is  produced  in  virtue  of  these  reactions  from  a  mixture  of  carbide 
and  oxide  of  iron ;  as  already  stated,  on  exposing  pure  metallic  iron  to 
the  action  of  pure  carbon  oxide  at  a  bright  red  heat,  a  substance  is 
obtained  containing  both  carbon  and  oxygen,  not  in  the  form  of  oc- 
cluded carbon  oxide.  On  heating  this  product,  in  a  Sprengel  vacuum, 
a  mixture  of  carbon  dioxide  and  carbon  oxide  is  evolved  (the  latter 
predominating  greatly). 

The  whole  process  of  "puddling"  depends  on  the  occurrence  of 
reactions  [D]  ;  the  carbon  present  in  the  iron  (together  with  other  im- 
purities) is  thus  eliminated  by  the  reaction  on  it  of  iron  oxides  formed 
in  the  puddling  furnace  by  the  action  of  the  heated  air. 

Eeactions  [Dl  are  thermally  abnormal ;  although  carbon  displaces 
iron  from  its  oxide,  the  reaction  is  attended,  not,  as  might  be  supposed, 
with  an  evolution  of  heat,  but  with  a  considerable  absorption ;  thus  at 
600° 

Heat  evolved  bv  oxidation  of  carbon  to  carbon  dioxide  . .     +  48  ■  1 
Heat  absorbed  by  reduction  of  iron  oxide —  66*7 

Heat  absorbed     ..      ..     -  18*6 


Beaction  [E]  is  also  abnormal,  being  attended  with  a  still  greater 
absorption  of  heat :  thus  at  600°, 

Heat  evolved  by  oxidation  of  carbon  to  carbon  oxide      . .     +27*4 
Heat  absorbed  by  reduction  of  carbon  dioxide  to  carbon^  —  68*8 
oxide / 

Heat  absorbed  —  41*4 


The  physical  structure  of  the  carbon  used  has  a  considerable  in- 
fluence on  the  temperature  at  which  both  reactions  [D]  and  [E]  first 
take  place ;  the  lighter  and  more  porous,  the  more  readily  is  the  carbon 
acted  on  ;  that  deposited  by  reaction  j^O]  is  especially  easily  acted  on ; 
with  ordinary  charcoal  or  coke,  reaction  [E]  does  not  appear  to  take 
place  to  any  appreciable  extent  below  400°. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  in  some  other  cases  besides  reactions  [D]  and 
[E],  where  solid  carbon  is  concerned,  abnormal  results  are  found  to  be 
produced ;  thus,  by  the  action  of  carbon  oxide  on  metallic  zinc  or  tin, 
carbon  should  be  set  free  even  more  readily  than  by  iron,  nickel,  or 
cobalt,  the  oxidation-heat  of  each  of  the  first  two  metals  (per  16  grammes 
of  oxygen)  being  greater  than  that  of  either  of  the  latter  three :  in 
point  of  fact,  however,  no  change  at  all  ensues. 

The  gases  of  the  blast  furnace  contain  not  merely  carbon  oxide 
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and  carbon  dioxide,  bat  also  a  large  bulk  of  nitrogen ;  all  experience, 
however,  goes  to  prove  that  this  acts  solely  as  a  diluent,  and  in  noway 
interferes  with  the  above-described  reactions,  saving  in  delaying  them, 
i,e,  causing  more  time  to  be  required  for  their  performance;  the 
presence  of  nitrogen  is,  however,  of  great  importance  as  regards 
another  set  of  chemical  reactions  taking  place  in  the  lower  portions  of 
the  furnace. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  when  nascent  potassium  or  sodium 
vapour  finds  itself  simultaneously  in  contact  with  carbon  and  nitrogen, 
the  three  elements  combine,  forming  a  metallic  cyanide ;  the  following 
experiment  illustrates  this  fetct:  a  small  charcoal  furnace  is  fed  with 
charcoal  previously  soaked  in  potassium  carbonate  solution  and  dried ; 
a  strong  blast  of  air  is  then  injected  into  the  lower  part  of  the  furnace, 
all  apertures  being  well  closed  up  with  clay  :  when  the  temperature 
attains  a  high  enough  degree  cyanide  of  potassium  is  formed,*  and 
escapes  to  some  extent  along  with  other  potassium  compounds  in  the 
form  of  white  fumes  carried  up  by  the  escaping  gases :  by  diverting 
these  gases  through  a  lateral  tube  into  a  vertical  tower  filled  with 
flints,  the  solid  fume  is  to  a  great  extent  deposited  on  the  surface  of 
the  flints ;  by  pouring  water  down  the  tower,  the  fume  is  dissolved 
and  a  solution  of  potassium  cyanide  (inter  alia)  trickles  out  at  the 
base  of  the  tower :  on  filtration  and  testing  with  ferrous  and  ferric 
salts  and  hydrochloric  acid,  this  liquor  gives  an  abundant  prussian- 
blue  reaction,  showing  the  presence  of  much  potassium  cyanide. 
(Experiment  performed^ 

The  cyanide  thus  formed  acts  on  the  last  portions  of  unreduced 
oxide  of  iron,  converting  it  into  metal  and  becoming  itself  changed 
to  cyanate ;  at  the  high  temperature  of  the  furnace  near  the  tuyeres 
this  cyanate  is  probably  decomposed  with  the  formation  of  an  alkaline 
carbonate,  and  the  elimination  of  nitrogen  :  a  portion  of  the  alkaline 
carbonate  is  again  converted  into  cyanide;  flie  majority,  however, 
escapes,  and  is  carried  upwards  by  the  stream  of  gases,  and  condenses 
as  a  kind  of  sublimate  on  the  surface  of  the  materials  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  fdmace :  considerable  quantities  of  cyanides  are  also  carried 
up  in  this  way.  The  alkaline  salts  thus  condensed  in  the  upper  por- 
tions of  the  furnace  are  again  brought  down  to  the  level  of  the  tuyeres 
as  the  materials  sink;  hence  each  particle  of  alkali  metal  does  duty 
over  and  over  again,  the  alkalies  introduced  in  small  quantities  in  the 
fael,  &c.,  thus  accumulating  in  the  furnace  to  a  very  large  extent. 
The  enormous  amounts  of  upwards  of  4  cwt  of  alkali  metals  and 
2  cwt.  of  cyanogen  per  ton  of  iron  made,  have  been  repeatedly  found 
in  the  gases  near  the  level  of  the  tuyeres.  It  appears  very  probable 
that  the  large  excess  of  fuel  required  during  the  first  few  days  of 
starting  a  new  blast  furnace  is  mainly  due  to  the  circumstance  that 


*  The  production  of  cyanide  on  the  amftll  scale  in  this  way  as  a  lecture  illns- 
tration  appears  to  be  facilitated  by  the  admixture  of  oxide  of  iron  with  the  prepared 
charcoa]«  but  is  not  always  successful,  the  cause  of  failure  being  unknown. 
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aye  not  formed  to  any  great  extent  from  the  neoeesaiy 
8  accnmnlation ;  after  a  very  short  time,  howeTer,  cond- 
)ant8  of  cyanides  are  found  to  be  present  in  the  gases, 
reactions  afford  an  explanation  of  a  circumstance  which 
long  time  been  a  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  chemists  who 
)d  the  blast  furnace.  All  observers  agree  that  when  the 
I  carbon  contained  in  the  gases  at  various  levels  of  the 
I  compared  with  the  nitrogen,  there  is  always  more  oxygen 
Q  in  ordinary  air,  and  always  more  carbon  than  could  be 
ordinary  air  burnt  wholly  to  carbon  oxide :  thus  the  fol- 
ic illustrates  the  average  composition  by  weight  found  by 
case  of  an  80-foot  furnace  using  calcined  limestone : — 
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esence  of  this  excess  of  oxygen  is  readily  accounted  for 
remembered  that  even  at  the  lowest  portions  of  the  furnace 
STL  is  still  left  in  the  ore,  which  is  eliminated  only  at  that 
ssarily  in  association  with  carbon,  and  that  at  this  level 
m  of  the  blast  is  partially  removed  in  the  formation  of 
The  anomaly,  however,  presents  itself  that  the  amount  of 
»ears  to  diminish  from  the  tuyeres  to  a  point  some  10-12 
bhem,  whereas  ib  might  be  expected  to  increase,  since  the 
f  iron  oxide  is  going  on  in  the  interval  between  the  tuyeres 
lint ;  inasmuch,  however,  as  nitrogen  is  probably  eliminated 
anide  by  its  reaction  on  the  residual  oxide  of  iron  throughout 
f  this  interval,  it  results  that  the  nitrogen  increases  reUUitdy 
n  and  oxygen  in  the  gases  ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  these 
I  reference  to  the  nitrogen. 

3  now  in  a  position  to  trace  out  the  general  chemical 
dergone  by  the  oxide  of  iron  in  passing  through  the  fur- 
ihis  purpose  we  may  divide  the  furnace  into  three  regions  ; 
K)rmost  tendencies  [A]  and  [D]  jointly  are  stronger  than 
1  jointly,  and  hence  rapid  reduction  of  ferric  oxide  takes 
;his  region,  too,  tendency  [CJ  is  more  powerful  than  [D] 
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and  [E]  jointly,  and  hence  carbon  deposition  takes  place  to  a  large 
extent.  In  this  region,  too,  the  limestone  is  for  the  most  part  calcinoid 
into  quicklime,  whilst  if  raw  coal  is  the  fuel  employed,  it  is  here 
coked :  if  carbonate  of  iron  be  used  instead  of  oxide,  it  becomes  con- 
verted into  oxide  in  this  region,  the  reducing  and  carbon-depositing 
reactions  going  on  simultaneously  with  the  formation  of  oxide. 

la.  the  middle  region  the  iron-reducing  tendencies  are  almost 
balanced  by  the  iron-oxidizing  ones,  whilst  the  carbon-depositing 
tendencies  are  equalled  and  perhaps  slightly  excelled  by  the  carbon- 
oxidizing  tendencies  ;  here  reduction  takes  place,  but  only  languidly, 
the  chief  effect  produced  in  passing  through  this  region  being  an 
increase  of  temperature. 

In  the  lowest  region,  the  reduction  of  the  residual  iron  oxide  is 
completed  chiefly  through  the  agency  of  the  cyanides  formed  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  tuyere ;  the  reduced  iron  melts,  dissolving  a  certain 
amount  of  the  finely-divided  carbon  in  contact  with  it,  together  with 
small  quantities  of  sulphur,  silicon,  and  phosphorus  reduced  by  sub- 
sidiary reactions.  The  earthy  constituents  of  the  ore  and  the  lime  of 
the  limestone  also  fuse,  forming  <<  slag  *'  as  above  described.  In  the 
act  of  cooling,  this  solution  of  amorphous  carbon  in  molten  pig  iron 
undergoes  a  remarkable  change,  whereby  the  carbon  is  converted  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  into  the  iJlotropic  modification  graphite,  which 
is  insoluble  in  molten  iron,  and  so  separates  in  crystals,  thereby  giving 
a  crystalline  structure  to  the  pig,  and  forming  "  grey  "  iron  of  a  quality 
varying  with  the  nature  of  tiie  foreign  ingredients  which  retard  the 
allotropic  transformation  {specimens  exhibited):  thus  in  white  iron 
and  in  spiegel-eisen  the  transformation  does  not  take  place  to  any 
appreciable  extent  before  solidification.  This  allotropic  change  is 
precisely  similar  to  that  undergone  by  a  solution  of  yellow  phosphorus 
in  carbon  disulphide  by  exposure  to  light;  in  each  case  the  more 
stable  allotrope  formed  (graphite  and  red  phosphorus)  possesses  less 
"  intrinsic  chemical  energy,''  ue.  gives  out  less  heat  on  combustion,  so 
that  the  allotropic  change  is  attended  with  an  evolution  of  heat.  The 
accompanying  specimens  of  recently-prepared  phosphorus  solution 
(perfectly  dear),  and  a  portion  of  the  same  solution  exposed  to  sun- 
light for  some  days  (full  of  flakes  of  red  phosphorus),  illustrate  this 
change.     {Specimens  exhibited.) 

This  action  of  light  on  phosphorus  is  in  several  respects  analogous 
to  the  changes  produced  in  various  attenuated  vapours  by  passing  a 
powerful  betun  of  light  through  them,  as  ably  described  and  iUustrated 
in  this  room  by  your  Professor  of  Physics  on  a  former  occasion. 

Had  time  permitted,  I  should  have  wished  to  refer  to  the  practical 
consequences  of  these  researches  of  Mr.  Bell.  In  order  to  effect  the 
smelting  of  iron  a  certain  definite  amount  of  heat  is  required  to 
perform  the  general  work  of  the  furnace ;  the  various  items  in  this 
amount  are  indicated  by  the  following  Table : — 
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Appbopriation  of  Heat  in  an  80-foot  Fttbnacb,  during  the  PBODUonoN  of 
20  cwT.  of  Pio  Ibok  from  GLEvsLAin)  Orb. 

Constant  requirements  of  furnace —  Cwt  Heatrunits. 

Reduction  of  Fe  from  Fe,0, 33,108 

Impregnation  with  carbon        1,440 

Reduction  of  P,  S.  and  Si 4.174 

Fusion  of  pig  iron      6,600 

Radiation  from  walls  of  furnace      8,658 

Cooling  tuyeres  by  water 1,818 

Conduction  to  earth,  and  other  sources  of  loss  not 
determined      3,202 

54,000 

Variable  sources  of  loss  of  heat — 

Fusion  of  slag      16,720 

Expulsion  of  00,  from  limestone 6,054 

Decomposition  of  ditto       5,248 

Decomposition  of  HjO  in  blast        2,720 

Evaporation  of  H,0  in  coke      313 

30,055 

Carried  out  by  escaping  gases 8,860 

Total 92,915 

Brought  in  by  hot  blast 11,919 

Heat  produced  by  combustion  of  coke 80,996 

To  produce  this  heat  with  a  minimum  expenditure  of  fuel,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  whole  of  the  carbon  used  as  fuel  should  be  oxidized 
in  the ; furnace  to  carbon  dioxide ;  the  relative  strengths  of  the  forces 
inyolved  in  the  9  reactions  above  described  are,  however,  such  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  convert  more  than  about  35  or  40  per  cent,  of  the 
carbon  burnt  into  carbon  dioxide,  the  rest  necessarily  escaping  as 
carbon  oxide.  Hence  much  less  heat  is  generated  in  the  furnace  than 
would  be  if  the  fuel  could  be  wholly  burnt  to  carbon  dioxide ;  that  is, 
more  fuel  must  be  used  to  do  the  work  of  the  furnace.  It  hence 
results  that  if  the  exigencies  of  commerce  or  of  nature  should  require 
that  metallic  iron  should  be  obtained  from  its  ores  with  the  consump- 
tion of  a  materially  less  amount  of  fuel  than  is  now  necessary  for  the 
working  of  a  blast  furnace  of  the  best  description,  some  wholly  dis- 
similar form  of  apparatus  will  be  requisite  for  the  purpose. 

[0.  E.  A.  W.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  March  20, 1874. 

Geobos  Bubk,  Esq.  P.ILS.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

William  B.  Cabpbnteb,  M.D.  LL.D.  F.E.S. 

On  the  Temperature  of  the  AilafUic. 

Amohq  the  objects  of  the  '  Challenger'  Expedition,  a  careful  and  de- 
tailed examination  of  the  Temperature  of  the  great  Ocean-basins  was 
one  of  the  most  important,  in  its  bearing  alike  on  the  Physical  Geo- 
graphy of  the  Deep  Sea,  and  on  that  hypothesis  of  a  General  Oceanic 
Circulation  sustained  by  difiEerence  of  Temperature  alone,  which  had 
been  advocated  by  Dr.  Carpenter  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  inquiries 
in  which  he  had  taken  part.  And  having,  by  the  kindness  of  Admiral 
Eichards,  late  Hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty,  been  furnished  with 
the  full  results  of  the  *  Challenger '  Temperature-survey  of  tiie  North 
and  South  Atlantic,  now  completed,  he  proposes  to  compare  these 
results  with  the  predictions  he  had  ventured  to  put  forth  on  theo- 
retical grounds,  and  to  inquire  what  modifications  may  now  be  called 
for  in  the  received  doctrine  of  the  Gulf  Streanu 

In  his  discourse  on  the  results  of  the  '  Lightning '  Expedition  of 
1868,  delivered  to  the  members  of  the  Boyal  Institution  on  the  9th  of 
April,  1869,  Dr.  Carpenter  referred  to  the  doctrine  at  that  time  current 
among  Physical  Geographers,  of  a  uniform  Deep-Sea  temperature  of 
89"^  Fahr. ;  the  thermometer  being  supposed  to  rise  to  this  point  with 
increase  of  depth  in  Polar  seas,  and  to  sirik  to  this  point  with  increase 
of  depth  in  Equatorial  seas.  And  he  showed  that  this  doctrine  was 
inconsistent  (1)  with  the  observations  recently  taken  under  his  own 
direction  in  tne  deep  channel  between  the  North  of  Scotland  and  the 
Faroe  Islands,  (2)  with  the  observations  taken  not  long  previously  by 
Captain  Shortland,  of  H.M.S.  'Hydra,'  in  the  Arabian  Gulf,  and  (3)  with 
various  observations  taken  in  otiier  localities,  in  which  temperatures 
below  89^  had  been  met  with  at  great  depths.  He  might  have  added 
(but  was  not  then  aware  of  the  &ct)  that  Captain  Spratt  had  ascertained 
the  temperature  of  the  Mediterranean,  at  depths  corresponding  to 
those  of  the  great  Ocean-basins,  to  be  much  above  89^,  ranging  as  high 
as  56°.  Further,  a  difference  of  14°  having  shown  itself  between  the 
bottom-temperatures  of  adjacent  areas  at  corresponding  depths  in  the 
*  Lightning '  Channel, — the  temperature  in  the  ''  warm  area"  being  as 
much  above  89°  as  that  of  the  ^oold  area"  is  below  it, — Dr.  C.  had 
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ventured  to  affirm  that  these  facts  "  may  with  confidence  be  taken  as 
an  example  of  that  continual  interchange  between  the  Oceanic  waters 
of  Equatorial  and  Polar  Regions,  which  is  as  much  a  physical  neces- 
sity as  that  interchange  of  air  which  has  so  large  a  share  in  the 
production  of  winds." 

The  Temperature-investigations  carried  on  in  the  *  Porcupine' 
Expedition  of  1869,  of  which  a  summary  was  given  by  Dr.  Carpenter 
in  his  discourse  of  February  11,  1870,  furnished  a  large  body  of 
additional  facts  in  support  of  this  view ;  whilst  they  also  afforded  the 
explanation  of  the  previous  misapprehension,  this  being  due  to  the 
enormous  pressure  to  which  Deep-Sea  thermometers  are  subjected  (one 
ton  per  square  inch  for  every  800  fathoms  of  depth),  whereby  the 
indications  of  all  such  as  are  unprovided  with  '*  protection  "  against  it 
are  vitiated.  In  the  observations  of  1869,  as  in  all  subs^uently 
taken,  only  ''protected'*  thermometers  have  been  used;  and  their 
indications  may  be  relied  on  as  very  close  approximations  to  the 
truth.  The  bottom-temperature  of  the  ''  cold  area  "  between  the  north 
of  Scotland  and  the  Faroe  Islands,  which,  at  from  500  to  600  fathoms, 
is  overflowed  by  a  glacial  stream  more  than  800  fathoms  deep, 
is  29j^°  Fahr. ;  while  by  Temperature-soundings  taken  near  the 
margin  of  the  great  Atlantic  basin,  which  rapidly  deepens  to  the  west 
of  Ireland,  it  was  found  that  the  stratum  of  39°  was  entered  at 
about  1000  fathoms,  and  that  from  this  depth  downwards  the  ther- 
mometer sank  slowly  but  progressively  to  about  36J°  at  2435 
fathoms.  The  results  of  the  Temperature-soundings  previously  taken 
by  Commander  Chimmo,  R.N.,  and  Lieutenant  Johnson,  R.N.,  with 
unprotected  thermometers  at  various  points  in  the  North  Atlantic 
basin,  when  corrected  for  pressure  according  to  a  scale  experimentally 
determined,  were  found  to  correspond  very  closely  with  these ;  and 
Dr.  Carpenter  had  thus  felt  himself  entitled  to  state  with  confidence, 
that  the  low  Deep-Sea  temperatures  which  had  been  occasionally  met 
with  by  previous  observers,  depended,  not  (as  had  been  supposed)  on 
local  currents,— -but  on  the  genercd  prevalence  over  the  whole  North 
Atlantic  sea-bed,  of  a  temperature  but  a  very  few  degrees  above  the 
freezing-point  of  fresh  water.  And  he  further  considered  it  obvious 
''  either  that  the  vast  body  of  water  occupying  the  deeper  half  of  the 
Atlantic  basin  has  been  itself  derived  from  a  colder  region,  or  that  its 
temperature  has  been  reduced  by  the  difPiision  through  it  of  frigid 
water  from  a  Polar  source," — the  latter  supposition  being  in  the 
speaker's  opinion  the  more  probable,  on  account  of  the  narrowness 
of  the  communications  between  the  Arctic  and  the  North  Atlantic 
basins,  which  must  greatly  limit  the  flow  of  glacial  water  from  the 
former  into  the  latter.  And  he  further  expressed  the  belief  that  a 
much  more  free  interchange  of  water  takes  place  between  the 
Antarctic  and  Equatorial  areas,  than  is  possible  in  the  Northern 
hemisphere ;  so  that  the  temperature  of  the  Souik  Atlantic  sea-bed 
will  be  lower  than  that  of  the  North  Atlantic ;  whilst,  farther,  the 
cooling  effect  of  the  Antarctic  under-flow  may  very  probably  extend 
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itself  to  the  north  of  the  Equator  (as  it  does  in  the  Arabian  Gulf),  so 
as  to  reduce  the  bottom-temperature  even  of  intertropical  seas,  heloto 
that  of  the  North  Atlantic.  This  prediction  was  signally  verified  soon 
afterwards ;  foj  the  Temperature-soundings  taken  in  the  Indian  Ocean 
by  Commander  Chimmo,  with  "  protected "  thermometers,  nearly 
under  the  Equator,  gave  83^*  6  at  a  depth  of  2300  fathoms,  and  82''  at 
2656  fathoms. 

In  the  discourse  which  Dr.  Carpenter  delivered  in  the  following 
year  (March  10,  1871)  on  the  Scientific  Besearches  he  had  prosecuted 
during  the  preceding  summer  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  was  able  to 
adduce,  in  support  of  the  doctrine  he  had  advocated,  another  eviden- 
tiary fact  of  no  small  weight;  namely,  the  remarkable  contrast  of 
temperature  between  the  deep  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Mediterra- 
nean basins,  which  are  separated  by  the  "  marine  watershed  **  formed 
by  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar ;  the  temperature  of  their  «u)/ac6-waters 
being  nearly  the  same.  For  during  the  winter  months,  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  western  basin  of  the  Mediterranean  averages  about  64P  at 
the  surface,  and  this  temperature  is  maintained  with  extraordinary 
uniformity  to  the  bottom  at  1500  or  1600  fathoms;  while  in  the 
summer  months  it  is  only  the  surface-layer  that  is  affected  by  solar 
radiation,  the  temperature  from  50  fathoms  downwards  remaining 
constant  at  54°  throughout  the  year.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
Atlantic  basin  under  the  same  parallels,  the  temperature  was  found 
to  fall  gradually  from  about  54""  at  50  fathoms  to  50""' 5  at  700 
fathoms ;  then  rapidly  to  46""  at  800  fathoms,  42""  at  900  fathoms,  and 
38^  at  1000  fathoms;  and  then  again  slowly  to  36^* 5  at  depths  exceed- 
ing 2000  fathoms. 

Since,  then,  it  was  argued,  the  imiformity  of  the  Mediterranean 
temperature  from  above  downwards  clearly  proves  that  Depth  per  8e 
has  no  influence  in  reducing  it,  no  other  cause  can  be  assigned  for 
the  progressive  reduction  of  eighteen  degrees  in  the  temperature  of  the 
Athmtic  between  the  same  parallels  of  latitude  and  at  corresponding 
depths,  than  an  under-flow  of  Polar  water.  For  this  movement  a 
sustaining  power  was  found  in  the  constant  disturbance  of  equilibrium 
maintained  by  the  action  of  Polar  cold ;  the  application  of  which  to 
the  surface  must  produce  a  continual  downward  movement,  just  as 
the  application  of  heat  at  the  bottom  in  the  hot-water  apparatus  by 
which  large  buildings  are  warmed  produces  an  upward  movement; 
and  as  the  weight  (or  downward  pressure)  of  the  Polar  column  must 
exceed  that  of  ihe  Equatorial  colmnn, — these  levels  being  assumed  as 
equal, — in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  density  occasioned  by  reduc- 
tion of  temperature,  the  excess  of  lateral  pressure  will  occasion  an 
outflow  of  bottom-water  from  the  Polar  area  towards  the  Equatorial ; 
and  this,  by  reducing  the  level,  will  occasion  an  indraught  of  surface- 
water  from  the  Circum-polar  area,  which  must  in  its  turn  draw  upon 
the  Temperate,  and  the  latter  upon  the  Intertropical. 

No  Physicist  can  doubt  the  theoretical  truth  of  this  position, 
which  was  experimentally  illustrated  on  two  former  occasions ;  the 
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only  question  is,  whether  there  is  adequate  evidence  that  such  a 
double  moyement  really  exists. 

Previously  to  the  departure  of  the  *  Challenger '  Expedition,  Dr. 
Carpenter  had  obtained  the  following  additional  evidentiary  facts, 
which  afiEbrded  a  strong  confirmation  of  his  views: — 

1.  The  Sulu  Sea,  which  lies  between  the  N.E.  of  Borneo,  and 
Mindinao  (the  southernmost  of  the  Philippine  group),  bears  some- 
what the  same  relation  to  the  China  Sea  that  the  Mediterranean  does 
to  the  Atlantic.  For,  although  not  enclosed  by  continuous  land,  it  is 
shut  in  at  no  great  depth  by  submarine  reefs,  within  which  there  is 
depth  of  no  less  than  1800  fathoms.  Now  Commander  Chimmo,  who  has 
lately  surveyed  this  area,  found  that  while  the  surface-temperatures 
of  the  Sulu  and  the  China  Seas  were  similar,  and  the  rate  of  descent 
of  the  thermometer  through  the  superheated  stratum  was  nearly  the 
same  in  both,  the  temperature  of  the  China  Sea  falls  to  51°  at  200 
fathoms,  and  to  87^  from  550  to  900  fEithoms ;  but  that  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  Sulu  Sea  falls  so  much  more  slowly  that  it  does  not  reach 
50^  until  1100  fathoms,  and  then  remains  constant  to  the  bottom  at 
1778  fathoms.  It  does  not  seem  possible  to  account  for  this  &ct  on 
any  other  hypothesis,  than  that  the  temperature  of  the  deeper  stratum 
of  the  China  Sea  is  lowered  by  a  flow  of  cold  water  from  the  Antarctic 
area  (the  narrowness  and  shallowness  of  Behring's  Strait  entirely 
excluding  Arctic  water) ;  whilst  the  temperature  of  the  deeper  portion 
of  the  Sulu  Sea,  which  is  shut  in  by  a  wall  that  may  be  likened  to  an 
enormous  crater,  is  that  of  the  coldest  stratum  that  can  And  admission 
into  it. 

2.  The  investigations  recently  made  by  Captain  Wharton  into  the 
currents  of  the  Black  Sea  straits,  have  shown  that  a  very  powerful 
under-current  may  be  produced  by  a  slight  difference  of  downward 
pressure.  Owing  to  the  excess  of  its  rain  and  river  supply  above  the 
amount  dissipated  by  evaporation,  there  is  at  most  periods  of  the  year 
a  surface-outflow  from  the  Black  Sea,  through  the  Bosphorus  and  the 
Dardanelles,  into  the  iBgean.  The  water  of  the  Black  Sea  has  some- 
thing less  than  half  the  salinity  of  that  of  the  ^gean ;  so  that  sup- 
posing the  heights  of  the  two  columns  to  be  equal,  there  would  be  an 
excess  of  lateral  pressure  in  the  bottom-water  of  the  ^gean,  tending 
to  produce  an  under-flow  backwards  into  the  Black  Sea.  But  a 
very  slight  excess  of  level  in  the  Black  Sea  column,  maintained  by 
the  excess  of  fresh  water  poured  into  it,  would  suffice  to  equalize  the 
bottom  and  therefore  the  kUeral  pressures  of  the  two  columns ;  and 
thus  it  happens  that  there  is  no  inward  under-current,  except  when  the 
outflow  is  aided  by  a  wind  which  sets  down  the  Straits  during  a  large 
proportion  of  the  year.  When  this  wind  blows  strongly,  so  as  to 
keep  down  the  excess  of  water  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  raise  the  level  of 
the  ^gean  (however  slightly),  the  excess  of  density  in  the  ^gean 
column  exerts  its  effect ;  producing  an  inward  under-current  of  such 

ugth,  that  the  current-drag  suspended  in  it  dragged  the  suspend- 
buoy  in  opposition  to  the  surface-current,  at  such  a  rate  that  only 
^m-launch  of  the  *  Shearwater '  could  keep  up  with  it. 
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8.  A  similar  nnder-flow  prodaced  by  difference  of  density  has  been 
noticed  at  the  month  of  the  Hudson  river,  which  discharges  itself 
through  the  "Narrows"  into  New  York  harbour.  During  a  large 
part  of  the  year,  the  excess  of  fresh  water  brought  down  by  the  river 
keeps  up  its  level  to  a  degree  sufficient  to  neutralize  the  excess  of 
density  of  the  water  outside  the  Narrows,  and  there  is  no  influx  of  salt 
water.  But  in  the  summer,  when  the  river  is  at  its  lowest,  an  inward 
under-flow  of  sea-water  is  traceable  for  a  considerable  distance  up  its 
channel ;  this  being  produced  solely  by  the  excess  of  lateral  pressure. 

4.  The  Temperature-observations  taken  in  the  New  York  School- 
ship  '  Mercury'  on  her  voyage  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Barbadoes  (^kindly 
communicated  to  the  speaker  by  Professor  Draper),  brought  to  light 
this  remarkable  fact  in  regard  to  the  temperature  of  the  Intertropical 
portion  of  the  Atlantic, — that  cold  wcUer  lies  nearer  to  the  surface  in 
this  area,  than  it  does  in  any^art  of  the  temperate  North  Atlantic. 
And,  as  the  speaker  had  pointed  out  ('  Proceedings  of  the  Boyal  Society/ 
No.  138,  p.  541),  "  this  fetct,  if  confirmed  by  further  inquiries,  will 
furnish  a  powerful  argument  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of  a  vertical 
Oceanic  Circulation ;  since  it  is  obvious  that  as  it  will  be  in  the  Inter- 
tropical area  that  the  cold  bottom-water  will  be  most  rapidly  brought 
to  the  surface,  the  temperature  of  the  stratum  not  yet  within  reach  of 
direct  insolation  may  be  expected  to  be  lower  than  it  is  in  the  Tem- 
perate area." 

Such  having  been  Dr.  Carpenter's  anticipations,  the  correctness  of 
the  theory  on  which  they  were  based  may  now  be  tested  by  their 
conformity  to  the  large  mass  of  Temperature-observations  taken  in 
the  exploratory  Voyage  of  the  '  Challenger '  in  the  North  and  South 
Atlantic,  during  the  year  1878. 

The  first  Section  was  taken  obliquely  across  the  North  Atlantic, 
from  Teneriffe  (lat.  28°  N.)  to  St.  Thomas's  (lat.  18°  N.)  between  the 
14th  February  and  the  16th  March.  The  depth  progressively  in- 
creased, with  one  remarkable  exception,  from  1890  fathoms  at  a  short 
distance  from  Teneriffe,  to  8150  fathoms  at  long.  85°  W.,  which 
was  the  greatest  depth  encountered  in  the  Eastern  basin.  That 
exception  was  a  rather  sudden  rise  from  2000  to  1525  fathoms,  at  a 
distance  of  160  miles  S.W.  of  Ferro ;  and  Captain  Nares  remarks, — 
"  The  rocky  nature  of  the  bottom,  and  the  lowering  of  the  temperature 
usual  at  that  depth,  would  indicate  a  considerable  movement  of  the  lower 
stratum  of  water."  From  long.  35°  W.  to  long.  44^°  W.,  the  depth 
gradually  diminished  to  1900  fathoms;  this  submarine  elevation, 
called  the  <<  Dolphin  Bise,"  divides  the  Mid- Atlantic  into  an  Eastern 
and  a  Western  basin.  The  depth  then  gradually  increased  to  3025 
fathoms,  in  long.  61J°  W.,  very  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
chain  of  the  Lesser  Antilles  or  Windward  Islands ;  and  the  water 
then  rapidly  shallowed  as  Sombrero  Island  was  approached. 

The  Temperature-section,  constructed  from  serial  soundings  usually 
taken  at  intervals  of  100  fathoms  down  to  1500,  and  then  at  longer 
intervals  to  the  bottom,  shows  an  exact  conformity  at  its  western  end 
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to  the  obseryationB  previouBly  taken  by  Dr.  Carpenter  off  the  coast  of 
Portugal,  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  line  of  39%  which  was 
reached  at  1000  fathoms;  and  in  regard  also  to  the  progressive 
redaction  below  this  to  a  bottom-temperature  of  35j^°.  But  the 
temperature  of  50°  was  encountered  at  a  much  smaller  depth, — about 
350  fathoms,  instead  of  700;  so  that  the  transition  from  50""  to  40"^ 
■  was  much  less  abrupt  than  it  was  farther  north.  The  uniformity  of 
the  depth,  380  fathoms,  at  which  the  temperature  of  49°  was  reached, 
is  a  Tery  remarkable  feature  in  this  section  ;  especially  when  we  bear 
in  mind  that  its  western  extremity  is  ten  degrees  farther  south  than 
its  eastern,  and  also  that  the  spring  was  advancing.  Thus,  although 
the  «ur/ac6-temperature  rose  from  65°  to  76°,  the  effect  of  this 
elevation  was  quite  lost  at  a  depth  of  400  fathoms.  Below  this 
depth,  a  remarkable  change  shows  itself,  in  the  gradual  upward  slope 
of  the  isotherms  of  45°,  40°,  and  39°  ;^  so  that  the  latter  temperature, 
which  was  entered  at  the  eastern  end  at  1000  fathoms,  is  encountered 
over  the  deepest  part  of  the  western  basin  at  850  fathoms,  and  the 
strata  of  50°-45°  and  45°-40°  are  by  so  much  thinner.  But  the 
most  significant  phenomenon  is  the  depression  of  the  &o^(om-tempera- 
tore  from  its  remarkably  uniform  level  of  85°*  5  in  the  deepest  portion 
of  the  eastern  basin,  to  34° '4  in  the  deepest  portion  of  the  western. 
This  depression,  taken  in  connection  with  other  facts  to  be  presently 
adduced,  clearly  indicates  that  an  under-flow  of  Antarctic  water  ex- 
tends as  far  north  as  St.  Thomas's. 

The  ' Challenger'  left  St.  Thomas's  on  the  24th  March,  and  pro- 
ceeded due  north  to  Bermuda  (lat.  32°  N.).  At  a  short  distance  to 
the  north  of  St.  Thomas's,  an  extraordinary  depression  of  the  bottom, 
to  the  depth  of  3875  fathoms,  was  encountered.  The  details  given 
by  Captain  Nares  of  this  remarkable  sounding — the  deepest  yet  ob- 
tained on  which  reliance  can  be  placed — leave  no  reasonable  doubt 
of  its  trustworthiness ;  more  especially  when  taken  in  connection  with 
this  significant  fact,  that  the  two  "  protected  "  Thermometers  which 
had  previously  stood  the  pressure  of  nearly  four  tone  on  the  square 
inch,  were  both  crushed  by  the  pressure  of  4|  tons  which  they  here 
encountered,  thus  preventing  the  determination  of  the  bottom-tem- 
perature. Past  this  depression,  the  bottom  rose  again  to  between 
2800  ajid  2900  fathoms  ;  and  thence  gradually  to  2475  fathoms  in  the 
inmiediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Bermuda  group,  which  seem  to  rest  on 
a  column  nearly  three  miles  high,  that  rises  from  a  very  small  base. 
There  is  strong  reason  to  regard  this  column  as  a  Coral-formation, 
commenced  when  the  present  deep  bottom  was  near  the  surface,  and 
kept  up  to  it  by  progressive  growtii  as  the  bottom  gradually  subsided. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  Temperature-section  between 
St.  Thomas's  and  Bermuda,  is  the  great  increase  in  the  thickness 
of  the  stratum  between  60°  and  65°;  this  increase  being  produced, 
not  only  by  the  reduction  of  the  sur&ce-temperature,  and  the  thin- 
ning-out of  the  superheated  stratum,  consequent  upon  the  northward 
direction  of  the  section,  but  by  the  lowering  of  the  isotherm  of  60°  from 
200  to  300  fathoms,  though  the  isotherm  of  40°  rather  rises  than  falls. 
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The  meaning  of  this  peculiarity,  which  was  again  encountered  on  the 
voyage  from  Bermuda  to  the  Azores,  will  be  presently  inquired  into. 
Leaving  Bermuda  on  the  21st  April,  the  '  Challenger'  proceeded 
towards  New  York,  crossing  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  carrying  a  line  of 
Temperature-soundings  to  the  edge  of  the  shallow  water  off  Sandy 
Hook.  Lnmediately  to  the  North  of  Bermuda,  a  depth  of  2650 
fftthoms  was  met  with ;  and  this  increased  to  2850,  still  exceeding 
2600  beneath  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  then  rapidly  diminishing  towards 
the  coast  of  the  United  States.  Passing  on  thence  to  Halifax  (Nova 
Scotia),  the  '  Challenger '  arrived  there  on  the  8th  May ;  leaving  it 
again  on  the  19th  for  Bermuda,  where  she  arrived  on  the  Slst,  after 
again  crossing  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  examining  the  singular  tempera- 
ture-phenomena of  the  cold  band  which  separates  it  from  the  coast  of 
America. 

In  both  these  Sections,  the  condition  of  the  deeper  stratum  cor- 
responds closely  with  that  previously  described.  From  Bermuda 
northwards  to  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  isotherm  of  40^  lies  at  a  depth  of 
about  650  fathoms ;  and  below  this  to  the  bottom  at  from  2500  to 
2800  fathoms,  there  is  a  progressive  descent  of  the  thermometer  to  a 
little  below  85^,  so  that  the  thickness  of  the  deep  stratum  having 
a  temperature  of  from  85^  to  40^  averages  above  2000  fathoms, 
or  12,000  feet.  The  upper  strata  here  present  some  very  singular 
features.  The  four  successive  layers,  40^-45°,  45°-50^  50°-55°,  and 
55°-60°,  are  here  comparatively  thin ;  so  that  a  fall  of  no  less  than 
twenty  degrees  shows  itself  between  about  830  and  620  fathoms.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  layer  whose  temperature  exceeds  60^  has  a  greatly 
augmented  thickness  ;  the  isotherm  of  60°,  which  lay  at  200  fathoms 
at  St.  Thomas's,  here  lying  at  about  880 ;  notwithstanding  a  consider- 
able reduction  in  the  temperature  of  the  superficial  stratum,  which 
makes  the  passage  across  the  warm  current  of  the  Gulf  Stream  the 
more  obvious.  It  is  perfectly  clear  from  both  the  New  York  and  the 
Halifax  sections,  that  the  true  Gulf  Stream  or  Florida  Current  is  a 
limited  river  of  superheated  water;  of  which  the  breadth  is  about 
60  miles  near  Sandy  Hook,  whilst  near  Halifax  it  has  separated  into 
divergent  streams  forming  a  sort  of  delta ;  its  depth  (as  determined 
by  the  use  of  the  current-drag)  being  nowhere  more  than  100  fathoms. 
This  river  rests  upon  the  remarkable  stratum  of  60®-65° ;  the  thick- 
ness of  which,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  distinguishes  the  Western 
from  the  Eastern  Atlantic  between  Bermuda  and  the  Azores ;  while 
at  less  than  double  the  depth  of  that  layer,  we  come  into  what  is 
clearly  Polar  water. 

Now  it  has  been  long  known  that  the  Gulf  Stream  is  separated 
from  the  United  States  coast  by  a  band  of  water,  of  which  the  tem- 
perature is  as  much  helotc  the  normal  of  the  latitude,  as  that  of  the 
Gulf  Stream  is  above  it ;  the  passage  from  one  to  the  other  being  so 
abrupt,  as  to  have  been  termed  the  "  cold  wall."  And  this  band  has 
been  regarded  as  the  continuation  of  the  "  Greenland  and  Labrador 
Current " ;  which,  propelled  by  northerly  winds,  runs  past  Newfound- 
land, and  then,  turning  the  comer  of  Nova  Scotia,  passes  across  to 
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Cape  Cody  '*  hugs  the  shore"  along  the  whole  TJ^.  Atlantic  seaboard, 
and  extends  even  as  far  sonth  as  Uxe  Florida  CSiannel  itsell  Bat  of 
this  sonthward  extension  of  the  Labrador  Current  there  is  no  evidence 
whatever  beyond  that  of  temperature;  no  sufface-fnovemeni  being  trace- 
able in  this  cold  band  to  the  sonth  of  New  York ;  and  its  existence 
has  obviously  been  a  perplexity  to  the  U.S.  Coast  Surveyors,  who 
traced  its  continuity  with  the  cold  stratum  lying  b^ieath  the  Gulf 
Stream.  This  continuity  comes  out  most  remarloibly  in  the  '  Chal- 
lenger' Temperature-section  between  the  Gulf  Stream  and  Halifax; 
for  we  there  see,  not  only  (as  in  the  New  York  section)  the  bathy- 
metrical  isotherms  of  60^,  55^,  and  50%  but  the  yet  deeper  isotherms 
of  45^  and  40%  successively  rising  to  the  surfeuse  as  we  approach  the 
land ;  while  at  a  depth  of  only  83  fathoms,  a  temperature  of  35^  is 
encountered,  which,  at  no  great  distance  to  the  south,  would  only  be 
found  at  a  depth  of  2000  fathoms. — The  rationale  of  ihiB  remarlnble 
surging-upwards  of  the  cold  deep  strata  along  the  coast-line  will  be 
considered  hereafter. 

Leaving  Bermuda  June  12th,  the  '  Challenger '  again  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  an  easterly  direction,  first  passing  slightly  northwards 
(from  lat.  32°  N.  to  37^°  N.)  to  the  Azores,  and  then  slightly  sonih- 
wards  (from  37 J°  N.  to  33°  N.)  to  Madeira,  where  she  arrived  July  16th. 
The  greatest  depth  met  with  between  Bermuda  and  the  base  of  the 
gradual  slope  which  culminates  in  the  Azores,  is  2875  fathoms ;  and 
the  lowest  bottom-temperature  is  35^.  The  most  noticeable  feature  in 
this  Section  is  the  extension  of  the  thick  layer  of  60^-65°  as  &r  east- 
wards as  long.  41°  W. ;  and  then  its  rapid  thinning,  by  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  isotherm  of  60°  to  the  suHiEKse.  At  the  same  time  the 
isotherm  of  40°  gradually  deepens ;  and  the  four  intermediate  bands  re- 
sume nearly  the  same  proportions  that  they  present  in  the  eastern  pari 
of  the  section  from  Teneriffe  to  St.  Thomas's.  Thus  it  is  obvious  that 
there  is  a  much  larger  quantity  of  heat  in  the  upper  300  fathoms  of 
the  western  half  of  the  Atlantic,  between  about  lat.  26°  N.  and  lat.  40°  N., 
than  there  is  in  the  eastern;  and  this  is  attributable  to  the  reflux  of 
that  portion  of  the  great  Equatorial  Current  which  never  enters  the 
Caribbean  Sea  or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but  which,  striking  against  the 
line  of  the  West  India  Islands,  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  and  the  coast 
of  Georgia,  is  first  deflected  northwards,  and  then  tiuns  eastwards 
towards  the  Azores  and  the  coast  of  Africa, — thus  completing  that 
horizontal  circulation  in  the  North  Atlantic  which  is  initiated  by  the 
Trade  Winds.  It  is  quite  a  misnomer  to  speak  of  this  as  "  a  branch 
of  the  Gulf  Stream,"  since  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  either  enters  or 
comes  out  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  next  series  of  Temperature-observations  was  taken  in  nearly  a 
north  and  south  direction  along  the  eastern  border  of  the  Atlantic, 
from  Madeira  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  and  thence  to  a  position  in 
lat.  3°  N.  and  15°  W.  The  most  noticeable  feature  in  this  Section 
was  the  progressive  diminution  in  the  thickness  of  the  stratum  above 
40°,  notwithstanding  a  progressive  increase  in  the  surface-temperature 
from  71°  to  79°,  consequent  upon  the  approach  to  the  Equator.     Thus 
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the  isotlierm  of  40°,  which  at  Madeira  lies  at  about  900  fathoms 
depth,  and  which  half-way  towards  St.  Vincent  is  about  950  fathomF, 
rises  to  650  fathoms  at  St.  Vincent,  and  at  the  Equatorial  position 
actually  lies  at  a  depth  of  no  more  than  300  fathoms,  below  which, 
down  to  2500  fathoms,  the  whole  under-stratum  has  a  temperature 
that  falls  very  gradually  from  40°  to  35"". 

This  thinning-out  of  the  upper  and  warmer  stratum  in  the  Equa- 
torial zone  is  still  more  marked  in  the  next  Section ;  which  was  carried 
obliquely  across  the  Equator  from  the  last-named  position  to  St.  Paul's 
Bocks,  which  lie  almost  on  the  Equator  in  long.  30°  W.,  thence  to  the 
island  of  Fernando  Noronha,  about  4°  south  of  the  Line,  and  in  long. 
32J°  W.,  and  thence  to  Pemambuco  in  lat.  7J°  S.  Throughout  this 
Section,  the  thinness  of  the  stratum  above  the  isotherm  of  40^  is  in  most 
striking  contrast  with  its  thickness  in  the  section  from  Teneriffe  to 
St.  Thomas's  ;  for  this  isotherm,  between  Fernando  Noronha  and  Per- 
nambuco,  actually  rises  to  witliin  300  fSathoms  of  the  surface.  There 
is  here  a  division  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  basins,  formed  by 
a  ridge  that  seems  continuous  with  the  "  Dolphin  Bise  " ;  the  bottom- 
temperature  of  the  eastern  basin,  which  has  an  average  depth  of  2500 
fathoms,  very  closely  approximates  to  35° ;  but  in  the  western  basin  a 
temperature  of  35°  is  encountered  at  about  1800  fathoms,  and  there  is  a 
farther  progressive  reduction  to  33°- 2  at  2275  fathoms,  and  32° -4  at 
2475  fjEitiboms.  Thus  the  bottom  is  here  overlaid  by  a  stratum  of  600 
fathoms'  thickness,  which  is  so  much  colder  than  the  bottom-stratum 
of  any  but  the  Intertropical  portion  of  the  North  Atlantic,  as  to  be 
clearly  derived  from  an  Antarctic  source ;  and  there  is  nowhere  a  greater 
contrast,  not  only  between  t}ie  heat  of  the  surface  and  the  cold  of  the 
bottom,  but  between  the  thinness  of  the  warm  surface-fOm  and  the 
enormous  thickness  of  the  almost  ice-cold  body  of  water  it  covers,  than 
in  this  Equatorial  section.  For  from  78°  at  the  surface,  the  thermo- 
meter falls  to  55°  within  100  fiithoms,  just  as  it  does  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean; but  whilst  in  that  Inland  Sea  the  temperature  remains 
constant  from  that  point  to  the  bottom,  it  goes  on  falling  under  the 
Equatorial  sun  to  45°  at  about  220  fathoms,  to  40°  at  300,  and  thence 
progressively  to  32°*  4  through  a  stratum  of  more  than  2000  liEithoms 
thickness. 

Another  very  important  feature  in  the  Physical  condition  of  this 
Equatorial  water,  on  which  Dr.  Carpenter  had  laid  stress  in  a  former 
discourse  (March  10,  1871,  p.  21),  was  brought  out  very  distinctly  by 
the  '  Challenger '  observations ;  viz,  the  reduction  in  the  Salinity  of  the 
sur&oe-water,  as  indicated  by  its  Specific  Gravity,  so  that  it  came  to 
correspond  more  closely  with  that  of  the  bottom-water,  which,  in  the 
tropical  and  extra-tropical  portion  of  the  North  Atlantic  it  consider- 
ably exceeds.  Thus  the  mean  of  eight  observations  between  St. 
Thomas's  and  Bermuda  gave  1  *  0272  as  the  Specific  Gravity  of  sur- 
face-water, and  1  *  0263  as  that  of  bottom-water ;  whilst  the  mean  of 
seventeen  observations  on  surface-water  between  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Islands  and  Bahia  gave  a  Specific  Gravity  of  1  *  0263,  and  a  mean  of 
eight  observations  of  bottom-water  a  Specific  Gravity  of  1*0261. 
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Tliis,  like  the  diminished  thickness  of  the  warm  tipper  stratum, 
affords  a  very  striking  indication  of  the  ascent  of  bottom-water  towards 
the  surface,  which,  on  the  theory  of  the  Vertical  Circulation,  will  take 
place  in  the  Equatorial  region,  where  the  two  Polar  under-flows  meet, 
while  the  warm  upper  layer  is  being  constantly  draughted  off  in  both 
directions. 

Quitting  Bahia  September  25th,  the  '  Challenger'  proceeded  along 
the  coast  of  South  America  to  Abrolhoe  Island,  in  lat.  20^  S. ;  thence 
obliquely  across  the  South  Atlantic,  to  Tristan  d'Acunha  in  lat.  36^  S. ; 
and  thence  nearly  in  the  same  parallel  to  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  which 
was  reached  at  the  end  of  October.     This  section  shows  a  well-marked 
division  of  the  South  Atlantic  also  into  two  basins ;    the  island  of 
Tristan  d'Acunha  being  the  culmination  of  a  ridge  which  very  pro- 
bably extends  northwards  to  the  Dolphin  Rise.     The  greatest  depth 
met  with  in   the  western  basin  was  2850  fathoms,  and  the  lowest 
bottom-temperature  33°  - 1 ;  the  greatest  depth  met  with  in  the  western 
basin  was  2650  fathoms,  and  the  lowest  temperature  32^*  9.     It  might 
have  been  expected  that  the  bottom-temperatures  in  the  western  basin        \ 
would  have  been  lower  instead  of  higher  than  those  taken  in  the  Eqna-        j 
torial  section  ;  since  the  glacial  water  of  the  latter  must  have  reached        j 
it  through  some  deep  channel,  probably  not  far  from  the  coast  of 
South  America.     The  absence  of  any  such  indication,  however,  is 
readily  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  circumstances  prevented  the 
Temperature-soundings  in  this  basin  from  being  taken  at  near  inter- 
vals, some  of  them  being  as  much  as  600  miles  apart ;  so  that  the        ^ 
required  channel  may  well  have  lain  between  them.     The  existence 
of  a  colder  under-flow  than  that  which  reduces  the  temperature  of  the        ,' 
deepest  parts  of  the  North  Atlantic  basin,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact       j 
that  the  isotherm  of  35"^  sometimes  rises  to  1500  fathoms ;  so  that  a 
stratum  of  water  between  35°  and  33°  covers  the  sea-bed  of  the  South 
Atlantic  to  the  depth  of  1000  fathoms  fut  more. 

The  upper  portion  of  this  Section  is  of  much  interest,  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  Equatorial  section  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  that 
of  the  North  Atlantic  sections  on  the  other.  As  the  distance  from 
the  Equator  increased,  the  surface-temperature  rapidly  diminished, 
although  the  summer  of  the  southern  hemisphere  was  approaching ; 
so  that  at  Tristan  d'Acunha  the  surface-temperature  was  only  52^.  Its 
descent  from  this  point  to  40°  was  not  rapid  and  was  nearly  uniform ; 
the  isotherm  of  40^  now  again  receding  from  the  surface,  and  lying  at 
a  depth  of  from  400  to  500  fathoms.  The  excess  of  thickness  of  this 
upper  warm  stratum  over  that  of  the  Equatorial  zone,  whilst  the 
quantity  of  heat  it  contains  is  so  much  less,  is  a  noteworthy  fact ;  on 
^e  other  hand,  the  inferiority  of  this  stratum,  alike  in  thickness  and 
in  the  quantity  of  heat  it  contains,  to  that  of  the  North  Atlantic  section 
at  about  the  same  distance  from  the  Equator,  is  still  more  remarkable. 

All  these  points  are  strikingly  brought  out  in  the  accompanying 
Section,  constructed  by  Dr.  Carpenter  from  soundings  selected  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  combine  in  a  nearly  North  and  South  direction. 
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Passing  on  now  to  inquire  into  the  rationale  of  these  phenomena, 
we  seem  justified  in  assuming  it  as  a  principle  based  alike  on  theory 
and  on  observation, — that  any  water  which  is  colder  than  the 
Isocheimal  (or  lowest  mean  winter  temperature)  of  the  Latitude,  must 
have  come  from  a  source  more  distant  from  the  Equator ;  and  that  if 
such  water  has  a  glacial  temperature,  it  must  have  come  all  the  way 
from  one  of  the  Polar  areas.  For  suppose  an  area  of  (say)  100  miles 
in  diameter  to  be  enclosed  in  any  part  of  the  Atlantic  by  a  circle  of 
reefs  rising  up  from  the  bottom  to  within  50  fathoms  of  the  surfieu^e, 
we  are  fully  justified  by  the  thermal  condition  of  the  Mediterranean, 
of  the  Sulu  Sea,  and  of  the  Gulf  of  Suez  (which  was  found  by  Captain 
Nares  to  have  tiie  uniform  temperature  of  71°  from  its  surface  to  its 
bottom  at  450  fathoms  in  the  month  of  February),  in  afi&rming  that  the 
temperature  of  this  area  would  in  winter  be  uniform  from  the  surface 
to  the  bottom,  and  that  in  summer  only  the  superficial  stratum  would 
be  superheated. 

Now  if  such  an  area  were  so  enclosed  between  St.  Paul's  Rocks 
and  Fernando  Noronha,  its  temperature  would  be  certainly  not  less 
than  70^,  and  probably  as  high  as  75^,  from  the  surface  to  the  bottom ; 
but  as  we  find  that  even  at  100  fathoms  it  is  at  least  15^  lower,  at  240 
&thoms  25°  lower,  at  320  fathoms  85^  lower,  and  from  320  fathoms  to 
the  bottom  at  2475  fathoms  nearly  40°  lower,  we  seem  justified  in 
saying  with  certainty  (1)  that  almost  the  entire  mass  of  water  from 
300  fathoms  downwards  must  have  come  thither  from  a  Polar  source, 
and  (2)  that  even  the  superficial  stratum  between  800  and  100  fathoms 
has  had  its  temperature  greatly  reduced  by  admixture  with  Polar 
water. 

Supposing,  again,  such  an  area  to  be  secluded  from  the  South 
Atlantic  basin  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tristan  d'Acunha,  its  uniform 
temperature  from  a  small  depth  below  the  surface  would  be  about  50° ; 
but  since  from  850  fathoms  downwards  the  temperature  is  from  10°  to 
17°  below  this,  we  are  fully  justified  in  asserting  that  the  subjacent 
stratum  of  more  than  2000  fathoms  thickness  must  have  come  from  a 
source  much  farther  distant  from  the  Equator. 

If,  lastly,  our  secluded  area  were  midway  between  Bermuda  and 
the  Azores,  we  might  expect  to  find  its  uniform  temperature  of  about 
60°;  but  on  looking  at  the  actual  temperature,  we  find  that,  after 
passing  through  the  superheated  stratum,  we  first  come  into  one 
above  60°,!which  extends  downwards  to  more  than  800  fathoms  depth ; 
and  that  the  reduction  to  a  temperature  heloio  the  normal,  which  indi- 
cates an  admixture  of  colder  water,  only  shows  itself  below  that  depth. 
Here  we  may  infer  that  the  upper  stratum  has  come  thither  from  a 
warmer  locality,  and  that  the  temperature  of  the  lotoer  stratum  has  been 
reduced  by  water  coming  from  a  colder. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  an  area  were  similarly  secluded  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Faroe  Islands,  its  uniform  temperature  would  be 
certainly  below  40°;  but  there  we  find,  at  the  edge  of  the  Atlantic 
basin,  a  stratum  whose  temperature  ranges  from  48°  to  40°,  extending 
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downwards  to  a  depth  of  at  least  700  fathoms ;  whilst  the  lower  half 
of  the  channel  which  lies  between  the  Faroe  Banks  and  the  Shetland 
Islands,  is  oconpied  by  a  glacial  stream  whose  temperature  ranges  from 
82^  downwards  to  29° '5.  Now  it  is  here  jnst  as  obvions  that  the 
deep  stratum  which  is  warmer  than  the  normal  comes  from  a  southern 
source,  as  that  the  deep  stratum  which  is  colder  than  the  normal  comes 
from  a  northern  source.  And  by  combining  into  a  Section  the  '  Porcu- 
pine '  TemperaturoHsoundings  taken  between  the  Faroe  Islands  and  the 
coast  of  Portugal,  Dr.  0.  made  it  obyious  that  there  is  a  continuity  of 
the  whole  upper  stratum  between  these  two  points,  down  to  at  least 
700  fathoms,  with  very  little  loss  of  heat  except  in  the  superficial 
layer.  And  this  continuity,  by  which  a  body  of  water  that  is  below 
the  normal  off  the  coast  of  Portugal,  comes  to  be  above  the  normal  off 
the  Faroe  Islands,  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way  than  by 
a  doto  northerly  movement  of  that  water  extending  down  to  at  least 
700  fathoms. 

Now  it  seems  obvious  that  since  the  true  Oulf  Stream  or  Florida 
Ourrent  has  not,  even  when  running  stroligly  past  Sandy  Hook,  a  depth 
exceeding  100  fathoms, — and  since  that  depth  gradually  diminishes  as  it 
spreads  itself  out  like  a  fan  after  passing  Halifax,  so  that  it  ceases  to 
be  distinguishable  in  the  Mid- Atlantic  either  by  its  motion  or  by  its 
temperature, — there  is  no  valid  ground  for  attributing  to  it  that  north- ' 
ward  moyement  of  the  whole  upper  stratum  of  the  Atlantic,  which  is 
shown  by  the  course  of  the  isothermal  lines  to  range  from  Newfound- 
land to  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  and  by  the  *  Porcupine'  Tempera- 
ture-soundings to  extend  to  a  depth  of  at  least  700  fathoms.  On  the 
other  hand,  l^is  northward  movement  is  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
doctrine  of  a  General  Oceanic  Circulation  sustained  by  Thermal  oppo- 
sition ;  the  northward  movement  of  the  upper  stratum  being  the  neces- 
sary complement  of  that  southward  movement  of  the  lower  stratum,  of 
which  the  '  Challenger '  survey  of  the  Atlantic  affords  such  cogent 
evidence.  Now  in  so  £Eir  as  the  temperature  of  the  upper  stratum  is 
elevated  in  the  parallel  between  80^  and  40^  N.  lat.,  by  that  reflux  of 
the  Equatorial  current  which  seems  there  to  produce  the  remarkable 
thickening  of  the  stratum  between  65°  and  GO''  already  referred  to 
(pp.  268-270),  the  heating  power  of  that  upper  stratum,  when  it  is  drawn 
into  a  higher  latitude,  is  augmented ;  and  to  that  extent  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  climate  of  the  British  Isles,  the  coast  of  Norway,  &c., 
while  .directly  depending  on  the  vertical  Oceanic  Circulation,  may  be 
considered  as  the  greater  for  this  horizontal  transport  of  Equatorial 
water  by  the  Trade-winds. 

That  the  deeper  stratum  of  Atlantic  water  has  a  definite  movement, 
however  slow,  towards  the  Equator,  is  indicated  by  sevend  facts. 
Thus  it  is  well  known  that  icebergs  occasionally  cross  the  Oulf  Stream 
off  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  are  carried  to  the  south  of  it ;  and 
this  can  only  be  through  the  southerly  movement  of  the  deeper  stratum 
in  which  the  lower  part  of  the  mass  is  immersed,  which  carries  it  along 
against  the  counter-action  of  the  upper  current,— just  as  in  the  Black 
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Sea  straits  the  action  of  the  under-current  upon  the  current-drag 
suspended  in  it,  drags  inwards  the  suspending- buoy,  in  opposition  to 
the  powerful  outward  surface-current  in  which  it  floats.  And  so  the 
buoy  which  was  attached  to  the  broken  end  of  the  Atlantic  Cable  of 
1865,  having  got  adrift,  was  found  to  have  travelled  nearly  due  south, 
a  distance  of  600  nautical  miles  in  seventy-six  days,  in  opposition  to 
the  Gulf  Stream ;  presumably  by  the  action  of  the  under-flow  upon 
the  long  buoy-rope  suspended  in  it.* 

But  the  *  Challenger'  Temperature-sections  afford  another  body 
of  evidence  to  the.  same  effect,  which  is  not  a  little  remarkable. 
For,  as  already  pointed  out  (p.  270),  they  prove  that  continuity  of  the 
cold  band  which  separates  the  Gulf  Stream  from  the  American 
seabofird,  with  the  deep  cold  strata  underlying  the  Gulf  Stream, 
which  had  been  previously  indicated  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Surveyors, 
who  had  traced  it  out  in  the  Florida  Channel  ^where  there  is  clear 
evidence  of  an  inward  under-current  of  glacial  water),  and  to  a 
certain  depth  also  in  other  parts  of  its  course.  This  cold  band  is 
clearly  produced,  therefore,  by  the  surging-upwards  of  the  deeper 
stratum  of  Atlantic  water  along  the  western  slope  of  its  basin.  And 
an  adequate  vera  causa  for  this  surging-upwards  is  found  in  the  Earth's 
rotation,  if  this  stratum  has  a  movement  of  its  own  from  the  Pole 
towards  the  Equator.  For  just  as  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  the  whole 
fior^^moving  warm  ttppcr-stratum,  constantly  tend  towards  the  east,  in 
virtue  of  the  excess  of  easterly  momentum  which  they  bring  with  them 
from  a  portion  of  the  globe  whose  rotatory  movement  is  more  rapid, 
so  the  cold  ttrk?er-stratum,  if  moving  southwards  from  a  portion  of  the 
globe  whose  rotatory  motion  is  less  rapid,  will  bring  with  it  a  de- 
ficiency of  easterly  momentum,  or,  in  other  words,  will  tend  towards 
the  west. 

This  is  by  no  means  a  solitary  case.  Dr.  Carpenter  is  informed 
by  Captain  St.  John,  who  has  been  engaged  for  some  years  in  the 
survey  of  the  Japan  Sea,  that  a  similar  cold  band  separates  the  Euro 
Siwo  (or  warm  Japan  Current,  sometimes  called  the  Gulf  Stream  of 
the  Pacific)  from  the  eastern  coast  of  Japan.  And  Dr.  Meyer  of  Kiel, 
who  has  been  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  examination  of  the  phy- 
sical condition  of  the  Baltic,  tiie  North  Sea,  and  their  connecting 
channels,  has  communicated  to  him  this  remarkable  fact : — While 

i.T_- iqj^  pj^^  q£  ^YiQ  North  Sea  forms  part  of  the  platform  of  less 

0  fathoms  depth,  which  surrounds  the  British  Islands,  and 
erves  (as  formerly  pointed  out  by  Dr.  C.)  as  a  coast-lino 


Tfo  Papers  recently  written  by  Mr.  CroU  on  the  Physical  Cause  of  Ocean 
(*  Philosophical  Magazine,'  February  and  March),  it  is  maintained  not 
the  true  Gulf  Stream  is  propelled  onwards  by  a  vis  a  tergo  into  the  Arctic 
;hat,  being  there  forced  into  a  closed  basin,  it  produces  the  under-flow  of 
er  by  forcing  out  an  equivalent  amount  of  the  deeper  stratum.  Unfor- 
br  tnis  hypothesis,  however,  a  very  simple  calculation  shows  that  the 
urea  of  the  Polar  under-flow  in  the  parallel  of  New  York  is  at  least  nine 
mes  that  of  the  Gulf  Stream  oflf  Sandy  Hook. 
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to  the  glaciAl  water  lying  at  its  northern  edge  at  a  depth  of  over 
200  fatiboms,  there  is  a  channel  along  the  coast  of  Norway  and 
Sweden,  which  is  deep  enough  to  receive  a  cold  stream  from  the 
Polar  Sea ;  and  this  may  be  traced  as  far  south  as  the  Skager  Back. 
Now  this  cold  stream  surges-up  on  the  western  bank  of  its  channel, 
and  oyerflowB  the  bed  of  the  North  Se«^  as  far  as  the  Dogger  Bank ; 
the  temperature  of  whose  eastern  slope  is  thus  reduced  by  at  least  ten 
degrees  below  that  of  the  western,  the  difference  being  observable 
within  very  short  distances. 

Since,  therefore,  so  many  facts,  otherwise  quite  anomalous,  are 
found  to  be  in  such  exact  accordance  with  the  general  Doctrine,  as  to 
be  predicable  by  an  application  of  it  to  each  particular  case,  and 
since  the  Doctrine  itself  has  been  pronounced  by  the  greatest  masters 
of  Physical  Theory  to  be  in  strict  accordance  with  it, — Dr.  Carpenter 
submitted  that  he  has  established  a  strong  claim  for  its  provisional 
acceptance.  And  he  anticipated  that  this  claim  will  be  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  '  Challenger '  Temperature-section  now  taken 
between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Melbourne,  together  with  the 
north  and  south  section  between  Eerguelen's  Land  and  the  Antarctic 
ice-barrier,  which  last  had  been  included  in  her  instructions  at  his 
special  instance,  as  likely  to  afford  the  best  test  of  its  validity. 

[W.  B.  C] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  March  27, 1874. 

Wabbxn  De  J.A  Bub,  Esq.  D.CX.  F.B.S.  Vioe^President, 
in  the  Chair, 

Pbop.  a.  C.  Rambay,  LL.D.  V.P.R.S. 

DIRICTOl^OBMKBAL  OV  THB  QKOLOOICAL  SUKVIT  OV  THB  UKRBD  KISGOOM,  ITO. 

On  the  Physical  History  of  the  Bhine. 

The  attempt  to  unravel  geological  history,  as  far  as  the  stratified  rocks 
are  concerned,  and  all  the  igneous  rocks  connected  with  them,  simply 
resolves  itself  into  this : — ^an  effort  to  realize  the  physical  geography 
of  different  geological  epochs,  to  make  out  the  relations  of  the  sea  and 
of  the  land,  with  all  its  plains  and  mountains  during  these  periods,  the 
history  of  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  the  time,  and  to  know  as  much  as 
may  be  known  of  all  the  creatures  and  of  all  the  vegetation  which 
inhabited  the  water  and  the  land. 

I  am  now  going  to  attempt  to  explain  a  special  history,  that  of 
the  Bhine.  Every  river  has  a  definite  history,  if  we  could  clearly 
make  it  out.  Every  river  has  had  a  beginning,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
— ^if  we  have  the  skill — ^to  find  out  when,  by  special  changes  in 
physical  geography,  such  and  such  a  river  began  to  flow,  and  why  it 
flows  in  such  and  such  a  direction. 

In  various  publications  I  have  attempted  to  show  what  is  the 
history  of  some  of  the  rivers  of  England ;  as,  for  example,  those  of 
the  Severn  and  of  the  Thames,  and  I  think  I  have  been  able  to  prove 
that  the  Severn  is  a  much  older  river  than  the  Thames;  and,  on 
similar  principles,  I  now  propose  to  attempt  to  reveal  to  you  the 
history  of  the  Bhine  and  its  valley  from  early  times  to  the  present 
day.  For  many  years  I  had  an  ambition  to  work  out  this  problem. 
I  have  known  it  for  more  than  twenty  years ;  going  often  up  and 
down  the  river,  and  sometimes  for  weeks — once  for  months — living 
on  its  banks.  For  the  last  thirteen  years,  unfortunately,  I  never  was 
able  to  return  to  it,  but  the  question  I  had  marked  out  for  myself 
remained  in  my  mind,  and  last  year  I  went,  and  worked  it  out,  with 
the  result  which  is  now  to  be  explained. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  great  main  features  of  the  Bhine  valley ; 
it  has  its  sources,  as  every  one  knows,  in  the  mountain  regions  of 
Vol.  VII.    (No.  61.)  u 
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Switzerland,  one  of  which  is  in  the  valley  of  the  Yorder  Bhine,  and 
the  other  in  that  of  the  Hinter  Ehine,  both  glacier  regions.  The 
ground  where  it  rises  is  from  7000  to  8000  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  From  thence  it  passes  to  the  Lake  of  Constance,  1305  feet 
above  the  sea ;  and  beyond,  in  a  westerly  direction,  by  Schaffhausen 
to  Basel,  where,  at  the  bridge,  the  level  of  the  water  has  an  average 
height  of  about  803  feet  above  the  sea.  Thence  it  flows  dovm  the 
great  upper  plain  of  the  Bhine  northerly  between  the  Schwartzwald 
and  the  Yosges  to  Mainz,  where  the  height  of  the  river  is  531  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  thus  showing  a  fall  between  Basel  and 
Mainz  of  272  feet,  which  gives  an  average  slope  for  the  £eJ1  of  the 
river  of  about  8  feet  1^  inch  per  mile.  Beyond  that,  proceeding  to 
the  north,  we  come  to  the  deep  gorge  of  the  Rhine,  passing  between 
high  difly  banks,  which  begin  at  Bingen  and  continue  down  to 
Bheineck  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Siebengebirge,  for  a  distance 
of  from  sixty  to  seventy  miles,  according  as  you  take  into  account  all 
the  windings,  or  omit  them.  Beyond  the  Siebengebirge  there  is  a 
plain,  partly  formed  of  the  delta  of  the  river,  which  gradually  merges 
into  the  great  flats  that  extend  all  the  way  from  Calais  to  the  Elbe. 

Now  the  main  question  I  have  to  bring  before  you  is,  first,  what  is 
the  origin  of  the  great  upper  plain  that  lies  between  Basel  and  Mainz? 
and,  secondly,  what  is  the  origin  of  the  gorge  between  Mainz  and 
Bheineck  ?  Why  are  they  there,  and  by  what  means  have  this  plain 
and  this  gorge  assumed  their  present  forms  ? 

When  you  stand  above  Bingen,  or,  better  still,  if  you  ascend  the 
Taunus  and  look  southerly,  and  consider  the  narrowness  of  the  gorge 
and  the  hilly  barrier  of  rock  that  must  once  have  continuously  extended 
at  Bingen  across  the  lower  end  of  the  plain,  the  impression  is  irresistibly 
conveyed  to  the  mind  that  before  that  gorge  was  opened  a  vast  lake 
must  have  reached  all  the  way  from  that  barrier  to  where  Basel  now 
stands,  covering  the  great  plain  that  lies  between  the  mountains  of 
the  Yosges  and  those  of  the  Schwartzwald.  And  so  thoroughly  has 
this  idea  taken  possession  of  the  popular  mind,  at  least  of  those  who 
have  at  all  considered  the  subject,  that  we  find  tiiis  statement  made  in 
some  of  the  Guide  Books  of  the  time,  and  notably  by  Baedeker,  where 
it  is  stated  that  a  lake  must  have  covered  the  whole  of  that  vast  plain, 
170  miles  in  length,  at  a  comparatively  recent  period.  It  is  a  very 
obvious  theory,  and  at  first  sight  has  much  to  recommend  it ;  for  it 
seems  so  clear  that,  before  the  gorge  was  opened,  all  that  plain  must 
have  been  covered  with  a  sheet  of  water,  and  it  is  hard  to  realize  that 
such  has  not  been  the  fact.  When  I  first  entered  on  the  subject  I  was 
impressed  with  this  idea,  and  I  began  to  cast  about  and  endeavour  to 
find  a  reason  for  the  scooping  out  of  the  gorge,  and  for  the  consequent 
drainage  of  the  supposed  lake. 

Having  years  before  written  a  paper  on  the  origin  of  the  lake 
basins  of  Switzerland,  North  America,  and  other  parts  of  the  world, 
and  having  attributed  the  formation  of  many  of  these,  but  by  no  means 
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all  of  them,  to  the  action  of  glacier-ice  during  the  glacial  period,  my 
first  impression  was  that  ice  might  have  had  at  least  something  to  do 
with  the  scooping  out  of  the  great  valley  that  lies  between  the  north 
flanks,  of  the  Jura,  the  Schwartzwald,  the  Yosges,  and  the  Taunus. 
But  while  slowly  passing  up  the  river,  and  searching  for  proofs  which 
might  either  confirm  or  contradict  this  view,  I  was  soon  obliged  to 
give  up  the  idea  that  glacier-ice  had  anything  to  do  with  scooping  out 
the  great  hollow.  For  on  one  side — that  of  the  mountains  of  the 
Schwartzwald — I  found  that  none  of  the  glaciers  of  that  region  (and 
there  are  proofs  that  glaciers  once  existed  there)  even  extended  well 
down  into  the  vaUey  of  the  Bhine.  And  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Bhine  Valley,  that  of  the  old  glacier  region  of  the  Yosges,  I  found 
no  proof  that  they  ever  extended  into  the  plain.  There  is  also  no 
proof  that  the  glaciers  of  the  great  glacial  epoch  of  Switzerland 
ever  spread  as  far  north  as  Basel.  Neither  are  there  any  signs  of 
erratic  blocks  or  other  kinds  of  moraine  matter  on  the  plains  or  hill- 
slopes  about  Bingen,  which  we  might  expect  to  find  there  had  the 
whole  of  the  great  plain  of  the  Upper  Bhine  been  once  filled  with 
glacier-ice.  Therefore  this  theory,  which  I  had  not  definitely  formed, 
but  which  I  surmised  might  possibly  have  had  something  to  do  with 
the  subject,  entirely  melted  away,  and  other  hypothetical  views  along 
with  them,  and  I  was  obliged  to  begin  anew. 

Accordingly  I  went  to  Switzerland,  and  with  the  help  of  friendly 
Swiss  geologists,  examined  part  of  the  Miocene  or  Middle  Tertiary 
rocks  between  the  Oberland  and  the  Jura. 

To  make  the  rest  of  the  subject  clear,  I  must  now  say  a  few  words 
about  the  origin  of  mountain  chains.  Most  people  are  familiar  with 
the  outlines  of  the  nebular  hypothesis.  The  whole  solar  system  was 
once  in  a  nebulous  state,  and  as  this  nebulous  mass  revolved  in  space, 
portions  of  it  were  thrown  oSy  and  one  of  these  consisted  of  the 
matter  which,  by  and  by,  resolved  itself  into  the  present  earth.  This 
nebulous  fluid,  in  virtue  of  gravity,  by  degrees  condensed  more  and 
more,  and,  passing  through  what  we  may  cwdl  the  molten  state,  in  the 
course  of  time  began  to  assume  a  solid  form,  and  a  hard  outer  crust 
was  at  length  produced,  which  enclosed  a  highly-heated  fluid  mass 
within.  This  crust,  which  continued  to  thicken  in  consequence  of 
radiation  of  heat,  because  of  the  law  of  gravitation  was  ever  drawn 
towards  the  centre  of  the  earth.  By  this  process  the  circumference  of 
the  earth  necessarily  became  less,  and  that  consolidated  rocky  sphere 
which  formed  the  outer  shell  of  the  earth  was  forced  to  readjust  itself 
so  as  to  occupy  a  diminishing  area.  Thus  it  happened  that  while 
some  parts  sank,  other  parts  of  the  crust  were  crumpled,  and  relatively 
raised  higher  than  other  portions  of  the  crust  that  still  retained  their 
original  curves  as  part  of  a  sphere. 

This  hypothesis,  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  first  propounded  by 
Elie  de  Beaumont,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  origin  of  mountain 
chains.    What  began  in  the  earlier  times  of  geological  history,  seems 
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to  have  been  going  on  steadily  down  to  the  present  day,  and  thus  it 
happens,  that  geologists  can  prove  monntain  chains  to  be  of  very 
different  ages,  and  that,  of  whatever  age  they  may  chance  to  be,  the 
strata  that  compose  them  are  fomid  to  be  bent  and  contorted. 

In  this  way  it  happened  that  at  a  certain  period  of  geological 
history  which  preceded  the  formation  of  the  Miocene  rocks  north  and 
south  of  the  Alps,  a  disturbance  of  the  earth's  crust  took  place,  due 
to  shrinkage  of  the  general  mass,  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Alpine 
strata  were  thrown  into  highly-contorted  forms,  and  a  great  mountain 
range  of  pre-Miocene  age  was  the  result  On  the  north  of  these  moun- 
tains the  Miocene  strata  began  to  accumulate  in  great  lakes.  But 
these  lakes  lay  so  near  the  level  of  the  sea,  that  every  now  and  then, 
by  depression  of  the  land,  they  sometimes  sank  a  little,  and  the  sea 
invaded  the  area  formerly  occupied  by  fresh  water.  The  result  was 
that  in  Switzerland,  between  the  Oberland  and  the  Jura,  and  much 
farther  north,  the  Miocene  strata,  which  are  hundreds  and  sometimes 
thousands  of  feet  thick,  are  now  found  to  consist  of  interstratifications 
of  marine,  brackish,  and  fresh-water  beds.  At  that  time  the  Jura  had 
no  existence.  It  is  the  result  of  a  later  disturbance  of  the  crust  of 
the  earth ;  and  thus  it  happened  that  the  Miocene  waters  in  which 
were  deposited  the  strata  that  now  lie  between  the  Oberland  and  the 
Jura  originally  spread  northwards  far  across  the  area  now  occupied 
by  that  range,  and  into  the  district  of  the  present  plain  of  the  Bhine 
between  Basel  and  Bingen. 

It  is  hard  to  realize  the  scenery  of  that  time ;  but  partly  by  an 
effort  of  imagination,  and  partly  by  special  knowledge  of  the  fossils 
contained  in  the  rocks,  it  is  possible  to  form  some  conception  of  the 
appearance  of  the  country. 

On  the  east  and  west  of  the  great  valley  were  mountainous  ranges 
now  called  the  Schwartzwald  and  the  Vo8ges,  while  far  to  the  south 
rose  the  high  mountains  of  the  pre-Miocene  Alps,  more  or  less  covered 
with  a  forest  vegetation.  On  the  banks  of  the  lakes  there  grew  in  an 
early  stage  of  the  Miocene  epoch  vast  numbers  of  forest-trees  and  ever- 
green shrubs,  of  genera  such  as  are  now  partly  characteristic  of  tropical 
and  sub-tropical  countries  ;  figs  and  vines,  many  species  of  Protoacee 
analogous  to  those  that  still  grow  in  the  Australian  continent,  together 
with  cypress,  sequoia,  cinnamon,  fan  palms,  and  palmettos,  ferns, 
hornbeams,  and  buckthorns,  all  of  genera  still  familiar,  but  mostly  if 
not  altogether  of  extinct  species.  At  a  later  date  this  vegetation  partly 
died  out,  and  was  replaced  by  plane-trees,  poplars,  elms,  willows,  and 
maples ;  while  cinnamons,  figs,  vines,  laurels,  and  Protoace®  still  con- 
tinued to  flourish.  In  the  woods,  on  the  meadows,  and  in  the  waters 
respectively,  the  Mastodon  anguaiidens,  Bhinoceros,  ChaBropotamus, 
Dichobune,  deer,  Dinotherium,  Hippopo1»mus,  crocodiles,  salamanders, 
fish,  and  numerous  other  creatures  roamed  at  pleasure,  while  the  air 
and  the  land  were  tenanted  by  dragon-flies,  ants,  beetles,  and  other 
insects,  of  which  more  than  800  species  have  been  distinguished. 
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I  now  oome  to  the  chief  part  of  this  discourse,  which  is  to  aceoont 
for  the  origin  of  the  Bhine  :  for  at  that  earlier  time  the  Bhine  had  no 
existence  in  this  valley ;  and  indeed  there  is  proo^  that  instead  of  the 
main  drainage  of  the  area  flowing  in  a  great  river  from  south  to  north 
as  it  does  now  through  this  valley,  the  waters  partly  drained  from  north 
to  south ;  and  the  pebbles  of  the  Schwartzwald,  instead  of  being  carried 
north  by  the  Bhine  as  they  are  now,  were  carried  southwards  by  minor 
rivers,  and  found  their  way  into  Switzerland,  thus  helping  to  form  some 
of  the  conglomerate  rocl^  of  which  the  Miocene  strata  of  Switzerland 
to  a  great  extent  consist. 

Not  only  had  the  Bhine  no  existence  then,  but  the  romantic  gorge 
of  the  river,  with  which  so  many  are  familiar,  had  no  existence  either. 
It  has  been  customary  sometimes  to  attribute  the  formation  of  that 
gorge  to  violent  disturbance  and  fracture  of  the  strata,  by  which 
the  waters  were  allowed  to  escape  from  south  to  north.  I  have  no 
belief  in  such  violent  disturbances  having  any  place  in  the  modem 
economy  of  the  world,  nor  yet  in  such  cataclysmal  action  having  ever 
affected  the  ancient  world,  as  far  as  it  is  in  iJie  power  of  geologists  to 
trace  back  events  from  the  present  day  to  the  oldest  known  geological 
periods. 

After  the  Miocene  epoch  had  lasted  for  a  long  time,  there  occurred 
another  disturbance  of  the  European  region,  and  of  much  of  the  rest 
of  the  world  besides,  though  it  is  only  the  Alpine  district  and  the 
countries  north  of  the  Alps  that  we  have  now  to  deal  witL  This 
second  disturbance  of  the  Alps  produced  a  great  upheaval  of  the 
Miocene  strata.  All  the  Miocene  lakes  that  occupied  the  old  low- 
lands of  Switzerland,  and  extended  far  east  into  what  are  now  the 
Austrian  dominions, — all  that  area,  as  far  as  the  Alps  are  concerned, 
was  gradually  heaved  high  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  those  beds 
of  conglomerates,  sandstones,  and  marls  that  form  the  lowlands  of 
Switzerland,  and  all  across  what  is  now  the  Jura  were  disturbed  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  strata  now  forming  the  Bighi  and  Bosberg 
and  other  sub-Alpine  hills  were  partly  raised  to  a  height  of  at  least 
5800  feet  above  tiie  level  of  the  sea,  and  probably  mudi  more.  The 
lower  parts  of  Central  Switzerland,  about  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  the 
Lake  of  Constance,  and  Neufchatel,  still  stand  at  heights  of  from 
1200  to  1300  feet  above  that  level.  Then  the  range  of  the  Jura  first 
rose  up  to  form  a  mountain-chain,  and  this  is  the  proof  of  these 
disturbances.  First  we  know  that  the  Miocene  rocks  originally  lay 
all  the  way  from  the  Alps  to  the  Taunus  in  flat-lying  strata.  During 
that  period  a  vast  quantity  of  Miocene  pebbles  were  carried  into  the 
lakes,  which  were  by  and  by  consolidated  into  an  exceedingly  coarse 
conglomerate.  Anyone  who  has  ascended  the  Bighi  will  remember 
that  nearly  the  whole  of  it  is  formed  of  this  coarse  conglomerate, 
proving  the  prodigious  amount  of  waste  that  the  Alps  underwent 
during  the  Ik&ocene  period.  When  we  consider  the  amount  of  this 
waste,  even  though  the  waters  of  the  Miocene  period  lay  but  little 
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above  the  level  of  the  sea,  still  in  my  opinion  it  is  probable  that  the 
Alps  themselves  were  then  quite  as  high,  if  not  higher,  than  they  are 
now.  For  the  amount  of  degradation  proved  by  the  conglomerate 
indicates  the  removal  of  an  enormous  amount  of  material  from  the 
pro-Miocene  Alps. 

After  the  disturbance  which  raised  the  Jura  and  the  Miocene 
strata  of  the  lowlands  of  Switzerland,  this  is  what  took  place.  Along 
with  the  contorted  Secondary  strata  of  the  Jura,  the  Miocene  beds  that 
previously  covered  them  were  thrown  into  a  number  of  anticlinal  and 
synclinal  curves,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Miocene  material  over 
that  area  having  since  been  removed  by  denudation,  only  a  few  out- 
lying fragments  of  these  strata  remain  left  in  those  wonderful  upland 
basin-shaped  hollows  of  the  Jura,  which  still  attest  the  original  con- 
tinuity of  the  Middle  Tertiary  deposits  all  the  way  from  the  base  of 
the  pre-Miocene  Alps  to  the  southern  base  of  the  Taunus. 

When  the  post-Miocene  disturbance  of  the  whole  of  this  area  took 
place  the  general  effect  was,  that  while  much  of  the  Swiss  Miocene 
area  was  contorted  and  raised  high  into  the  air,  between  the  Jura  and 
the  Taunus  the  equivalent  strata  were  simply  heaved  up  and  tilted, 
so  as  to  form  a  long  inclined  plain  sloping  northerly  between  the 
Yosges  and  the  Schwartzwald,  and  the  sur&ce  of  which  may  have 
been  about  1200  or  1300  feet  above  the  present  level  of  the  sea  where 
Basel  now  stands,  and  about  1000  to  1100  feet  high  where  the  opening 
of  the  gorge  now  begins  at  Bingen. 

Before  this  wide-spreading  disturbance  took  place,  the  Bhine  had 
no  existence,  for  up  to  that  time  such  small  rivers  as  occasionally  ran 
in  the  more  ancient  Miocene  valley  flowed  partly  south.  But  when 
the  inclined  plain  was  fairly  completed,  the  result  in  the  long  run  was 
that  for  the  first  time  the  great  general  drainage  of  the  area  began  to 
run  from  south  to  north,  and  the  Bhine  was  established,  flowing  at  a 
height  which  we  may  roughly  speak  of  as  having  been  600  feet  higher 
than  now,  because  at  that  time  all  the  great  valley  between  Basel  and 
Bingen  was  filled  to  that  height  with  Miocene  strata.  We  know  this 
to  be  a  fact  by  an  examination  of  the  valley  on  the  right  hand  and  the 
left,  from  Bingen  towards  Basel;  for  every  here  and  there  we  find 
table-shaped  hills  formed  of  flat-lying  Miocene  strata,  which  border 
the  present  alluvial  plain  of  the  Bhine,  and  abut  upon  the  more  ancient 
mountains  on  either  side.  The  history  revealed  by  this  fact  is  plain 
to  any  one  accustomed  to  reason  on  geological  phenomena.  The  strata 
forming  scarped  slopes  on  opposite  sides  of  the  valley  were  once  united, 
and  their  early  continuity  has  been  destroyed,  simply  by  long-con- 
tinued watery  waste  and  denudation.  They  are  indeed  only  the  relics 
of  an  older  phase  of  the  physical  geography  of  the  district,  when  the 
surface  of  tiie  plain  stood  about  500  feet  higher  than  it  does  at 
present. 

Now  when  the  Bhine  first  began  to  flow,  the  river  passed  through 
a  high  upland  valley  with  gently  sloping  sides  that  lay  between 
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the  Tannus  anld  the  Hiiiiclsrack»  and  which  in  no  manner  resemhled 
the  precipitous  difife  that  now  bound  the  Ehine  in  the  gorge  below 
Bingen.  The  bottom  of  part  of  this  old  upland  valley  still  forms  a 
narrow  terraced  plain,  immediately  above  and  beyond  the  edge  of 
the  cliffy  gorge  of  the  Rhine.  It  is  not  always  continuous  on  both 
sides  of  the  gorge,  but  enough  of  it  remains  to  attest  its  original 
continuity  at  heights  of  from  400  to  500  feet  above  the  present  level 
of  the  river.  Now  what  I  wish  to  persuade  you  of  is  this,  that  the 
Bhine  flowing  in  this  valley  by  degrees  began  to  cut  out  its  own 
gorge,  and  that  it  was  not  produced  by  fracture.  Every  running 
river  is  busy  eroding  its  channel,  especially  where  the  ground  is  at  all 
steep.  That  is  one  of  the  main  functions  of  running  waters.  They 
are  constantly  deepening  their  channels,  and  carrying  the  sediments 
so  formed  from  higher  to  lower  levels,  till  in  the  course  of  time  they 
find  their  way  into  lakes  or  the  sea. 

When  we  first  enter  the  gorge  of  the  Bhine,  going  southward,  one 
feature  that  strikes  the  geologi^  observer  is  the  constant  recurrence 
of  this  old  terrace  backed  by  the  hilly  country  beyond.  On  the  left 
bank,  overlooking  Bingen,  the  flat-topped  spur  of  the  Bochus-berg, 
about  the  same  height  as  the  tops  of  the  neighbouring  Miocene  tabular 
hills,  first  strikes  l£e  eye.  When  fairly  within  the  gorge  below  Nie- 
derheimbach,  beyond  its  upper  edge  the  old  river-pliun  is  seen  gently 
sloping  to  the  north,  while  the  sides  of  the  gorge  itself  are  seamed  by 
numerous  gullies  worn  by  occasional  torrents  since  the  great  ravine — 
a  kind  of  canon — ^has  been  cut  down  to  its  present  level. 

At  Welmich,  below  Niederheimbach,  looking  down  the  river,  the 
edge  of  the  terraced  plain  is  seen  receding  northward  in  long  per- 
spective, and  at  Salzig,  still  further  down,  ^e  features  so  well  shown 
near  Niederheimbach  are  again  reproduced.  The  same  outline  occurs 
again  and  again  all  down  &e  river  between  Bingen  and  Coblenz,  and 
equally  below  Andemach,  as  for  instance  at  Bheineck.  Finally, 
above  the  Siebengebirge,  just  about  the  mouth  of  the  gorge,  looking 
up  the  river,  the  long  eastern  hills  sloping  to  the  river  end  in  a 
terrace  corresponding  in  general  height  and  outline  to  those  already 
mentioned.  The  general  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  these  obeer* 
vations  is  that  at  heights  of  from  450  to  500  feet  above  the  present 
river  this  ancient  river  terrace  has  a  persistent  gentle  slope  from  south 
to  north,  which  approximately  corresponds  to  that  of  the  existing 
river. 

The  inference  is  plain :  that  formerly  throughout  the  length  of 
what  is  now  the  gorge  the  river  flowed  over  that  high-terraced  level, 
at  a  time  when  the  plain  above  the  gorge  was  so  deeply  filled  with 
Miocene  strata  that  the  level  of  the  river,  where  Mainz  and  Bingen 
now  stand,  was  as  high  as  the  upland  terrace  that  crowns  the  gorge 
between  Bingen  and  Bolandseck.  By  degrees  the  river  began  to 
excavate  the  gorge,  slowly  cutting  deeper  and  deeper,  and  at  the 
same  time  winding  and  ever  changing  its  channel  through  the  great 
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plain  between  the  Jura  and  the  TannnB,  by  slow  gradation  it  wasted 
away  the  surface  of  that  plain  more  and  more,  and  the  matter  won 
from  that  surface  was  carried  down  throngh  the  gorge  to  be  added  to 
the  old  delta  of  the  river.  At  last  the  major  part  of  the  Miocene 
rocks  that  partly  occapied  the  plain  were  worn  away,  and  the  plain 
has  been  thus  reduced  to  its  present  temporary  level ;  while  the  terraced 
hills  on  either  bank  still  remain  to  attest  the  amount  of  watery  degra- 
dation that  the  area  has  undergone. 

So  much  for  the  scooping  out  of  the  valley.  But  there  is  another 
point  which  I  would  like  to  impress  upon  you.  On  each  side  of  the 
Rhine  there  are  important  tributary  rivers.  Thus,  for  example,  above 
the  gorge  we  have  the  Maine,  the  Neckar,  the  Einzig,  the  Elz,  and 
other  streams,  flowing  through  deep  steep-sided  valleys;  and  these 
rivers  have  from  a  very  early  period  been  tributaries  of  the  Rhine. 
It  follows,  then,  that  when  the  level  of  the  Rhine  was  400  or  500  feet 
higher  than  at  present,  the  levels  of  the  bottoms  of  these  rivers  must 
also  have  been  400  or  500  feet  higher  than  at  present ;  and  therefore, 
just  in  proportion  as  the  great  valley  of  the  plain  of  the  Rhine  was 
being  cut  down  and  lowered,  so  in  proportion  must  the  valleys  in 
which  these  rivers  run  have  gradually  been  deepened.  When  we 
come  to  the  gorge,  the  same  kind  of  argument  applies  to  the  Moselle 
and  other  tributaries  of  the  Rhine. 

I  have  elsewhere  attempted  to  show  that  at  one  time  the  Moselle 
ran  as  high  as  the  top  of  die  table-land  that  now  bounds  it  on  each 
side.  Everyone  who  knows  that  river  is  aware  that,  though  it  looks 
so  hilly  when  we  go  up  the  stream  in  a  steam-boat,  as  soon  as  we 
reach  the  edges  of  the  slopes  on  either  side,  we  are  on  the  top  of  a 
great  table-land  intersected  by  numerous  viJleys,  so  that  before  the 
gorge  of  the  Rhine  was  formed  the  Moselle  ran  at  as  high  a  level  as 
tiie  ancient  Rhine ;  and  just  as  the  gorge  of  the  Rhine  was  being 
deepened,  so  the  Moselle  was  by  degrees  also  enabled  to  deepen  its 
channel.  The  same  was  the  case  with  other  rivers,  right  and  left  of 
the  Rhine ;  and  by  applying  this  principle  to  the  other  great  rivers  of 
Europe  we  may  hope  in  the  long  run  to  explain  the  physical  history 
of  the  systems  of  drainage  of  all  parts  of  the  continent. 

One  other  point  remains  to  be  stated  with  regard  to  the  physical 
history  of  the  Rhine.  Geologists  well  know  that  in  older  times  the 
glaciers  of  Switzerland  were  on  an  immensely  larger  scale  than  at 
present.  Large  as  they  appear  to  us  at  the  present  day,  they  are  of 
pigmy  size  when  compared  with  their  magnitude  at  a  comparatively 
late  period  of  the  world's  history.  The  Rhone  glacier  then  spread 
across  all  the  area  now  occupied  by  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  till  it  abutted 
on  the  Jura ;  and  the  old  Rhine  glacier  extended  aU  over  the  Lake  of 
Constance,  and  reached  at  least  half-way  from  Schaffhaussen  to  Basel. 
'  The  body  of  water  which  flowed  directly  from  such  glaciers  must  have 
been  very  great,  and  enormous  must  the  moraines  have  been  that  were 
shed  from  the  ice-sheets.     From  an  examination  of  the  pebbles  that 
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form  the  superficial  gravel  on  the  present  plain  of  the  Rhine  below 
Basel,  it  is  certain  that  a  large  portion  of  them  have  come  from  the 
Alpine  regions.  Such  a  great  moraine  as  was  shed  from  the  western 
edge  of  the  old  glacier  of  the  Bhine  was  constantly  being  attacked  by 
the  waters  that  flowed  from  its  end,  and  thus  by  degrees  pebbles  were 
carried  onward  into  the  plain.  The  result  is  that  a  large  part  of  the 
gravel  of  the  Bhine  is  simply  the  waste  of  old  moraines  shed  from 
the  glaciers  of  Switzerland,  added  to  by  material  carried  down  by  the 
streuns  of  the  Yoeges  and  the  Schwartzwald,  also  partly  derived  from 
the  moraines  of  ancient  glaciers  on  a  smaller  scale. 

Last  year  it  was  my  lot  to  deliver  here  a  discourse  on  the  history  of 
old  continents,  and  I  attempted  to  show  that  one  old  continent  in  par- 
ticular retained  its  identity  through  a  very  long  period  of  geological 
time ;  that  from  the  close  of  the  Upper  Silurian  period,  all  through 
the  Old  Bed  Sandstone  and  Carboniferous  periods,  through  the  Per- 
mian and  New  Bed  Sandstone  epochs,  over  great  part  of  what  is  now 
Europe,  that  continent,  with  many  physical  changes,  still  retained  its 
identity.  Such  a  vast  continent  remaining  through  all  those  geologi- 
cal periods  implies  a  succession  of  epochB  of  time,  which,  as  far  as 
years  and  cycles  of  years  are  concerned,  the  mind  has  as  yet  only 
hints  of  data  which  some  day  may  help  us  to  grapple  with  such  a 
problem,  and  not  till  astronomy  comes  more  boldly  to  the  help  of 
geology  may  we  begin  to  hope  for  the  solving  of  the  problem  of  the 
actual  value  of  geological  time.  However  that  may  turn  out,  it  is 
certain  that  during  the  long  continental  epoch  alluded  to  there  were, 
over  and  over  again,  several  changes  in  physical  geography  far  greater 
than  that  petty  change  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  sketch  out 
to-night.  The  floras  and  faunas  of  the  world  in  that  old  time  changed, 
not  in  the  minor  degree  I  have  been  speaking  of  to-night,  but  were 
more  completely  remodelled  again  and  again  in  great  part,  even  gene- 
rically.  Mountain  ranges  rose,  glacial  periods  intervened  and  passed 
away.  Great  lakes,  sometimes  fresh,  sometimes  salt,  appeared  and  were 
obliterated  by  successive  terrestrial  changes.  At  one  time  vast  lakes, 
like  those  of  the  heart  of  Africa  and  North  America,  covered  prodigious 
areas  of  land ;  at  another,  equal  or  larger  areas  were  covered  by  salt 
lakes  as  large  as  the  Caspian  and  the  Sea  of  Aral.  And  when  you 
think  of  the  continental  episode  in  the  modem  geological  history  of 
Europe  to  which  I  have  drawn  attention,  you  will  see  how  small  it 
really  is,  though  it  may  look  large  to  our  minds,  compared  to  the  old 
continental  epoch  of  which  I  spoke  last  year.  This  you  may  depend 
upon,  that  though  to  the  superficial  eye  it  may  seem  as  if  tiie  world 
had  always  been  going  on  just  as  it  is  doing  now,  and  that  through  all 
.  time  to  come  it  mQ  go  on  just  the  same,  with  its  mountains,  valleys, 
rivers,  lakes,  and  seas,  yet  it  is  none  the  less  certain  that  changes,  such 
as  I  hAve  described  to-night,  are  but  the  forerunners  of  other  muta- 
tions as  great,  aye,  and  far  greater,  that  will  take  place  in  the  future. 
Just  as  thei'o  is  as  yet  no  certainly  measured  limit  to  the  geological 
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time  of  the  past,  bo  also  we  know  of  no  measniable  limit  to  geolo^cal 
time  to  come.  Bnt  why  should  I  keep  you  with  words  such  as  ^ese, 
when  I  may  convey  a  whole  chapter  in  physical  geology,  condensed 
into  eight  lines,  by  the  greatest  of  our  living  poets : — 

There  rolls  the  deep  where  grew  the  tree : 
O  Earth,  what  changes  hast  thou  seen  1 
There,  where  the  long  street  roars*  hath  been 

The  stillnesB  of  the  central  sea. 

The  hills  are  shadows,  and  they  flow 
From  form  to  form,  and  nothing  stands  : 
They  melt  like  mist,  the  solid  kinds, 

Like  clouds  they  shape  themselves  and  ga 

[A.  R.] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  April  6, 1874. 

Warben  Db  la  Bue,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.B.S.  Yioe-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Frederick  Alhert'  Bosanqnet,  Esq. 
Miss  Brandreth, 
Edward  Brandreih,  Esq. 
Boberi  Bartholomew  Lawes,  Esq. 
Bobert  Niool,  Esq. 
William  Wyndham  Portal,  Esq. 
Edward  Lake  Walker,  Esq. 
John  Witts  Allen  Woodroffe,  Esq. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution. 

The  Prbsbnts  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  retomed  for  the  same,  yiz. : — 

Fbom 

Antiquaries,  Society  o/— Archnologia,  Vol.  XLIIL  Part  2;  YoL  XLYI.  Part  1. 

4to.    1873. 
Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal^ovaua},  1873,  Part  1,  No.  3 ;  Part  2,  No.  3.    8yo. 

Proceedings,  1873,  Nos.  9,  10.    8vo. 
Astronamieal  Soddy,  Boyai— Montblv  Notices,  Vol.  XXXIY.  No.  4.    Syo.    1874. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Royal — Abhandlungen,  Band  XL    Abth.  2.    4to. 
1873. 
Annalen  der  Eon.  Stemwarte  bei  Mtincben.    Band  XIX.    8vo.    1873. 
British  Architects,  Royal  Institute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-4,  No.  7.    4to. 
British  Museum  Trustees — Catalogue  of  Hemiptera  Heteroptera,  Part  8.    8vo. 

1873. 
Chambers.  George  F.  Esq.  M.R,L  (the  AuiJior) — Record  of  Parliamentary  ElectiotuB, 
1868-74.    8vo.    1874. 
Digest  of  the  Law  relating  to  Public  Health  and  Local  Government    Sixth 
Edition.    Svo.    1874. 
Chishdm,  H.  W,  Esq,  Warden  of  the  Standards— Be^ria  of  the  Standard  CommiB- 
sion.    fol.    1868-73. 
Annual  Beports  of  the  Warden  of  the  Standards,  1-7.    8yo.    1867-73. 
Beport  on  the  International  Metric  Commission  at  Paris.     186&-72.     8?o. 
1873. 
CStws,  E,  W.  Esq.  Serjeant-^-Law,  M,R.L  (the  iltrfAor)— What  am  I?    Vol.  IL 

l2mo.    1874. 
Croll,  Jamesy  Esq.  (the  Author}— On  Ocean  Currents,  Part  III.  (Phil.  Mag.  Feb. 
1873.) 
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EdUon — ^American  Jonrnal  of  Science  for  March,  1874.    8to. 
Astronomical  Register  for  March,  1874.    8vo. 
AtheoiBum  for  March,  1874.    4to. 
Chemical  News  for  March,  1874.    4to. 
Engineer  for  March,  1874.    fol. 
Food  Journal  for  March,  1874.    4to. 
Journal  of  Applied  Science  for  March,  1874.    fol. 
Journal  of  Gras-Lighting  for  March,  1874.    4to. 
Nature  for  Maich,  1874.    4to. 
Nautical  Magazine  for  March,  1874.    8vo. 
Once  a  Week  for  March,  1874.    8vo. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  April  17,  1874. 

Thb  Dtteb  of  NoBTHUMBEBLAin),  D.O.L.  President,  in  the  Cliair. 

William  Sfottiswoodb,  Esq.  LL.D.  Trea8.B.S.  SeoJl.I. 

On  Combinations  of  Colour  by  means  of  Polarized  Light. 

It  is  well  known  that  if  a  beam  of  polarized  light,  which  has  passed 
through  a  plate  of  crystal,  be  analyzed  with  a  double-image  prism, 
two  images  will  be  seen  tinted  with  complementary  colours.  The  &ct 
that  the  colours  are  complementary  may  be  established  by  causing 
the  images  to  overlap,  when  the  part  of  the  field  of  yiew  common  to 
both  will  be  found  to  be  white.  And  further,  if  the  plate  be  of  quartz 
cut  perpendicularly  to  the  axis,  the  images  will  change  colour  by  a 
continuous  sequence  of  tints  when  either  polarizer  or  analyzer  is 
turned  continuously  round.  The  colours  so  seen  are,  however,  not 
simple  colours  of  ihe  spectrum,  but  mixed  or  residual  tints,  viz.  the 
mixture  of  all  those  which  remain  when  one  or  more  have  been  extin- 
guished. This  is  a  direct  deduction  from  the  principles  of  the  wave 
theory  of  light ;  but  it  was  also  practically  demonstrated  in  some 
experiments  which  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  the  Institution 
last  year.  And,  in  fact,  if  we  use  a  quartz  plate  of  suitable  thickness, 
and  examine  the  spectrum  of  either  of  die  images  formed  by  the 
analyzer,  we  shall  find  it  crossed  with  a  single  dark  band  which  moves 
along  the  spectrum  in  one  direction  or  the  other,  according  to  the 
sense  in  which  either  polarizer  or  analyzer  is  turned. 

This  principle  enables  us  to  make  use  of  polarized  light  for  inves- 
tigating the  subject  of  complementary  colours.  For  if  we  form  the 
spectra  of  the  two  complementary  images,  we  shall  find  in  general  that 
the  dark  band  occupies  one  position  in  the  ordinary,  and  another  in 
the  extraordinary  image.  But  since  the  two  images  are  complementary 
to  one  another,  and  the  part  extinguished  in  eadi  is  complementary  to 
the  part  which  remains,  it  follows  that  the  part  extinguished  in  one  is 
the  complementary  of  the  part  extinguished  in  the  other.  That  is  to 
say,  the  bands  in  the  two  spectra  will  always  mark  out  two  comple- 
mentary portions  of  the  spectrum.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  bands  are  not  sharply  defined  like  the  Fraunhofer  lines 
in  the  solar  spectrum,  but  they  are  bands  with  a  core  of  minimum  or 
zero  illumination  shading  off  gradually  on  either  side;  so  rapidly, 
however,  that  at  a  short  distance  from  the  core  the  adjoining  colours 
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appear  in  tbeir  faU  natural  intensity.  This  being  so,  the  tint  sup- 
pressed in  any  band  will  be  a  compound  of  portions  of  all  the  colours 
comprised  within  the  visible  limits  of  the  band.  Of  the  colour  cor- 
responding to  the  core  the  whole  will  be  suppressed,  but  of  those  on 
each  side  only  portions,  smaller  and  smaller  as  we  recede  from  the 
core.  And  if  we  use  the  term  **  colour  suppressed  "  in  this  sense,  the 
pairs  of  colours  determined  by  this  method  will  be  found  to  agree  in 
the  main  with  t£ose  given  by  Helmholtz  as  the  result  of  the  super- 
position of  two  spectra  at  right  angles  to  one  another,  viz. : — 


Tellow-green, 

Violet; 

Yellow, 

Indigo-blne ; 

Orange, 

Cyanic-blue ; 

Bed, 

Green-blue. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  when  one  band  arrives  at  the  green  moving 
in  the  direction  of  the  red,  the  other  or  complementary  band  is  just 
disappearing  in  the  red ;  but  at  the  same  time  another  band  is  begin- 
ning to  appear  in  the  violet.  We  cannot  therefore  say  that  the  green 
has  for  its  complementary  the  red  rather  than  the  violet ;  the  comple- 
mentary in  question  is  in  fact  a  mixture  of  the  two,  a  mixture  which, 
when  taken  alone,  is  a  reddish  purple.  This  result  agrees  with  the 
conclusion  derived  by  Helmholtz  from  his  own  experiments. 

Starting  horn  the  principle  of  these  interference  bands  of  polarized 
light,  it  occurred  to  me  that  if  two  or  more  such  bands  could  be  formed, 
and  could  be  made  to  move  independently  and  at  pleasure  in  either  direc- 
tion along  the  spectrum,  we  should  have  the  means  of  at  once  deter- 
mining, and  exhibiting,  at  all  events  the  tints  complementary  to  a 
combination  of  two  or  more  bands  chosen  at  will  from  the  spectrum. 
And  pursuing  this  subject  further,  I  found  not  only  that  this  is  possible, 
but  succeeded,  by  a  combination  of  double-image  prisms,  actually 
to  form  in  the  field  of  view  the  tints  complementary  to  the  above- 
mentioned  complementaries ;  in  other  words,  tints  which  represent  the 
mixture  of  the  two  portions  of  the  spectrum  suppressed  in  the  bands. 
For  this  purpose  I  have  used,  instead  of  the  ordinary  polarizing  appa- 
ratus, the  following  arrangement,  reckoned  from  the  source  of  light 
towards  the  eye  or  screen.  First,  a  NicoFs  prism  N  as  polarizer,  then 
a  quartz  plate  Q,  next  a  double-imago  prism  P ;  after  that  a  second 
quartz  plate  Q^,  and  finally  a  second  double-image  prism  P^.  By 
this  means  four  images  are  formed  in  the  field  of  view — say,  O  O,  O  E, 
£  O,  £  £,  whereof  0  O,  0  E,  occupy  the  positions  of  the  two  images 
formed  by  P  alone ;  and  0  O,  £  O,  the  positions  of  those  formed  by 
F^  alone.  If  for  a  moment  we  remove  the  second  quartz  plate,  the 
arrangement  above  described  will  furnish  some  interesting  experi- 
mental illustrations  of  the  conclusions  stated  by  Helmholtz— tnz.  that 
the  low  tint  colours  (couleurs  degrad^es)  such  as  russet,  brown,  olive- 
green,  peacock-blue,  are  the  result  of  low  illumination.  He  mentions 
that  he  obtained  these  effects  by  diminishing  the  intensity  of  the  light 
in  the  colours  to  be  examined,  and  by,  at  tibe  same  time,  maintaining 
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a  brilliantly  iUmninated  patch  in  an  adjoining  part  of  the  field  of 
yiew.  In  accordanoe  with  what  was  said  before,  in  the  case  where  no 
qnartz  plate  was  used,  it  appears  that  by  turning  the  prism  P^  round,  we 
have  the  power  of  diminishing  to  any  extent  we  please  the  intensity 
of  the  light  in  one  pair  of  the  complementary  images,  and  at  the  same 
time  increasing  that  in  the  other  pair.  We  therefore  have  an  equiva- 
lent of  the  conditions  of  Helmholtz's  experiments.  The  conclusions 
were  verified  by  throwing  on  the  screen  the  spectra  of  two  similarly 
tinted  images,  one  highly,  the  other  feebly  illuminated,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  band  occupied  the  same  position  in  both  spectra. 

If  a  second  quartz  plate  Q^  be  re-inserted  between  the  prisms  P,  P^, 
there  will  be  15  combinations  of  colour  to  consider,  viz,  4  single 
images,  6  overlaps  of  two,  4  overlaps  of  three,  and  1  overlap  of  all 
four  images. 

The  tints  of  the  four  single  images  will  now  be  those  due  to  the 
formation  of  two  bands  in  spectrum  of  each,  viz,  one  due  to  the  com- 
bination Q  P,  the  other  to  the  combination  Q^  P^.  It  will  therefore  be 
convenient  in  this  case  to  designate  their  tints  by  the  lines  of  letters 
representing  the  bands ;  thus,  B  -h  A,  B  -h  A',  B'  -h  A,  B'  -h  A' ;  in 
which  it  is  to  be  understood  that  A,  A'  represent  the  pair  of  comple- 
mentary bands  formed  by  QP,  and  B,  B'  the  pair  extinguished  by 

Qi  Pi. 

The  following  is  an  arrangement  of  the  images  formed  by  P  and 
Pi>  together  with  the  tints  corresponding  to  the  bands  in  each : — 

00 

B  +  A 

EO  OE 

B'+A  B'  +  A' 

£E 

B  +  A' 

00  represents  the  ordinary  image  of  P  and  P|;  OE  the  ordi- 
nary image  of  P^  and  the  extraordinary  of  P;  &o.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  B  -}-  A,  B'  4-  A',  occupy  the  positions  of  the  two 
images  formed  by  P  alone ;  and  B  -f  A,  B'  +  A,  those  of  the  images 
formed  by  P^  fdone.  And  it  would  at  first  sight  appear  that  ihe 
colours  suppressed  in  the  first-mentioned  images  would  be  B  +  A, 
B  -}-  A' ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  vibrations  in  the  two 
images  O,  E,  formed  by  P  are  at  right  angles  to  one  another,  and 
consequently  the  instrumental  combination  Q|  P^  will  in  forming  its 
ordinary  image  of  A  suppress  the  colour  B,  but  in  the  ordinary  image 
of  A'  it  will  suppress  its  complementary  B'.  A  similar  remark  applies 
to  the  other  pair  of  images. 

The  effect  of  the  combinations  Q^  P^  is  to  divide  the  images  O  O, 
O  E,  respectively  into  two  parts,  in  one  of  which  the  colour  B,  in  the 
other  B',  is  suppressed.  Hence  the  overlap  of  B  -f  A  and  B'  +  A, 
will  reproduce  the  original  colour  minus  only  the  oomplementaries 
B,  B'.  This  overlap  may  consequently  be  formularized  tibus, 
B  +  A  +  B'  +  A  =  B  +  B'  +  2A. 
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Similarly  we  may  write 

B  +  A'  +  B'  +  A'  =  B  +  B'  +  2  A'. 

In  other  worda,  these  two  overlaps  will  be  tinted  with  the  colours 

A,  A'.  This  may  be  verified  by  taking  away  the  combination  Q|  P^. 
And  farther,  since  the  vibrations  in  the  images  B  +  A,  B'  +  A,  are 
at  right  angles  to  one  another  (a^  likewise  are  those  in  B  -l-  A', 
B'4-  A'),  it  follows  that  when  the  polarizer  N  is  tamed  roond  and  the 
images  change  colour,  the  complementary  character  of  the  overlaps  in 
question  will  always  be  maintained. 

The  same  will  be  the  case  with  the  overlaps  B  +  A,  B  +  A' ;  and 
B'  +  A,  B'  +  A'.  But  in  order  to  verify  this  in  the  same  way  as  in 
the  former  case,  viz.  by  taking  away  the  combination  Q  P,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  original  plane  of  polarization  must  coincide 
with  that  of  one  of  the  images  produced  by  Q^  P^.  And  it  may  be 
further  noticed  that  if  the  origimd  plane  of  polarization  be  altered  by 
turning  the  Nicol  N  alone,  the  angle  between  the  principal  planes  of 
P  and  P^  will  remain  the  same;  and  consequently  the  overlap  in 
question  will  continue  of  the  same  colour  whatever  be  the  position 
of  N.  • 

Lastly,  as  regards  the  overlaps  of  B  -f  A  and  B'-f  A',  and  of 
B'  +  A  and  B  -f  A'.  It  is  clear  that  in  both  cases  the  images  will 
have  been  deprived  of  the  two  pairs  of  complementary  colours  A,  A^ 

B,  B';  and  therefore  if  the  suppressed  colours  were  all  of  the  same 
intensity  the  overlaps  would  be  uniformly  white  or  grey.  But  as  this 
is  not  the  case,  the  parts  in  question  will  in  general  be  tinted  with  the 
colours  complementary  to  the  feeblest  of  those  suppressed.  In  fact, 
in  the  images 

B  +  A  and  B'  +  A'. 

if  A  be  a  feeble  colour,  A'  will  in  general  be  strong,  and  excepting 
when  the  reverse  is  the  case  with  B  and  B ',  the  tint  of  B  +  A  will 
depend  mainly  on  that  produced  by  Q  P,  while  that  of  B'  +  A'  will 
depend  mainly  on  that  prodaced  by  Q|  P^ .  Again,  if  in  the  same 
images,  B  approaches  to  A',  then  will  B'  approach  A,  and  the  two 
images  will  approach  the  same  tint ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  under 
the  same  circumstances  the  images 

B  +  A'  and  B'  +  A 

will  approach  to  complementary  tints.  In  proportion  as  the  common 
colour  of  the  two  first-mentioned  images  approaches  to  a  grey,  so  will 
the  overlap  of  the  two  last  mentioned  approach  to  white.  In  other 
cases  the  two  overlaps  in  question  will  be  of  complementary  tints. 

We  might  apply  the  same  train  of  reasoning  to  the  triple  overlaps, 
but  the  main  interest  of  these  parts  of  the  figure  consists  in  this,  that 
each  of  the  triple  overlaps  .is  complementary  to  the  fourth  single 
image  not  comprised  in  it ;  e.  g.  B  +  A  is  complementary  to 
B'  +  A  +  B  +  A'  +  B'  +  A' ;  and  simikrly  for  the  others.  This 
follows  from  the  obvious  &ct  that  the  quadruple  overlap  of  all  four 
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single  images  is  necessarily  white.  But  the  colours  snppressed  in 
each  single  image  are  together  complementary  to  the  colour  of  the 
image.  Hence  the  colour  of  any  triple  overlap  is  the  same  to  the  eye 
as  the  mixture  of  the  two  colours  suppressed  in  the  outstanding  single 
image.  But  since  by  turning  the  Nicol  N  we  can  displace  the  two 
bands  in  any  way  we  please,  and  also  by  turning  P^  we  can  displace 
one  of  them  in  any  way,  we  have  the  power  of  suppressing  any  two 
portions  of  the  spectrum  at  will,  and  consequently  of  exhibiting  to 
the  eye  the  result  of  the  combination  of  any  two  such  portions. 

A  further  step  in  the  combination  of  colour  may  be  made  by 
using  a  third  quartz  Q^,  and  a  third  double-image  prism  Pj,  which 
will  give  rise  to  eight  images ;  and  using  symbols  similar  to  those 
used  before,  we  may  represent  the  tints  suppressed  by  Q2  P2  by  the 
letters  C  C.  The  number  of  tints  suppressed  in  each  image  is  conse- 
quently three ;  and  by  seeking  out  tiie  compartments  which  give  the 
complementaries  of  each  of  the  eight  images,  we  shall  have  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  three  tints  suppressed.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point 
out  that  by  causing  different  parts  Q  P,  Q^  P^,  Q^  Pj  9  of  the  instrument 
to  rotate,  we  can  suppress  any  three  tints  at  will.  The  formula  for 
the  eight  images  will  be 

C+B+A  or  000 

C  +B'  +  A'  „  00 E 

C'  +  B'  +  A  „  OEO 

C+B+A  „  OBE 

O'  +  B+A  „  EOO 

C  +  B'  +  A  „  EOE 

C  +B'  +  A  „  EEO 

C+B+A  ,.  EEE 

The  number  of  combinations  of  tint  as  given  by  the  compartments 
of  the  complete  figure  is  as  follows : — 

-  =8  single 

r^        =28  double 


1.2 

8.7.6 

1.2.3 

8.7.6.5 

1.2.3.4 

8.7.6 

1.2.3 

8.7 

1.2 

--         =8  septuple 

1  si  octuple 


56  triple 
70  quadruple 
56  quintuple 
28  sextuple 


or  255  in  all.     It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  follow  these  com- 
binations out  in  detail,  especially  as  the  most  interesting  feature 
Vol.  Vn.     (No.  61.)  x 
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oonfiists  in  the  &ct  that  the  subjoined  pairs  are  complementary  to 
one  another,  viz. : — 

000         BOB 
0  +  B  +  A      O'  +  B'  +  A' 

BOO  OOE 

O'  +  B  +  A      C  +  B'  +  A' 

BEO  OBB 

O  +  B'  +  A      C'  +  B  +  A' 

BEB  OEO 

C  +  B  +  A'      C'+B'  +  A 

Having  this  table  in  view,  the  application  of  the  figure  to  the  visible 
representation  of  the  miztiire  of  colours  is  simpler  in  this  case  than  in 
that  of  four  images ;  for  to  each  single  image  corresponds  as  comple- 
mentary another  single  image,  and  we  can  at  once  read  off  the  results 
required  without  seeking  any  overlaps. 

When  the  double-image  prisms  are  so  arranged  that  the  separa- 
tions due  to  P,  Pj,  Ps,  are  directed  parallel  to  the  sides  of  an  equi- 
lateral triangle  respectively,  it  is  not  difficult  to  read  off  the  images 
in  pairs.   The  scheme  of  images  may  then  be  disposed  as  follows,  viz. : 


BEO  BOO  OBB  OOE 


OEO 

000 

BOO 

OBB 

BEE 

BOB 

And  the  pairs  will  be  read  off  two  horizontally  and  two  vertically,  by 
taking  alternate  images  in  each  horizontal  and  in  each  vertical  row, 
thus: — 

000,  BOB 

BOO,  OOE 

BEO,  O  E  E 

BEE,  OEO. 

[W.S.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  April  24,  1874. 

Gbobob  Buse,  Esq.  F.R.S»  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chain 

Ohables  Watkins  Mbbrifield,  Esq.  F.B.S. 
On  Sea  Waves. 

The  speaker,  in  beginning  his  disoonrse,  pointed  ont  the  special 
importance,  in  understanding  the  subject,  of  knowing  that  the  advance 
of  a  wave  is  neither  necessarily  nor  generally  accompanied  by  any 
corresponding  advance  of  the  water  itself.  There  are  many  other  forms 
of  motion  in  which  this  advance  of  form  only  occurs ;  and  he  exhibited 
large  models  of  screws,  pointing  out  that  when  the  barrel  on  which 
the  screw  is  cut  is  simply  turned  round  without  advancing,  the 
screw-thread  appears  to  advance  like  a  series  of  waves ;  but  that  when 
the  screw  works  in  a  nut,  so  that  the  screw  advances,  then  the  screw- 
thread  remains  apparently  at  rest.  In  the  same  way,  in  sea  waves 
which  appear  to  advance  rapidly  the  water  has  no  sensible  motion  of 
advance,  while  in  the  series  of  waves  often  seen  below  a  bridge  or 
shoal  in  a  rapid  river  the  water  does  advance,  and  the  waves  stand 
still. 

What  really  constitutes  a  wave  is  that  each  particle  of  water  shall 
go  through  the  same  little  dance  of  its  own,  while  the  successive 
particles  "  take  up  the  dance  "  in  regular  order.  There  will  then  be 
a  wave  or  series  of  waves,  whether  there  be  any  general  movement  or 
current  in  the  water  or  not. 

As  the  motion  of  a  troubled  sea  is  too  complex  to  be  understood 
without  first  considering  the  simpler  forms  of  wave-motion,  the 
speaker  selected  for  illustration  the  simple  succession  of  waves  called 
**  swell,"  or  smooth  ground-sea  of  deep  water.  This,  as  is  well  known, 
consists  of  a  series  of  long  unbroken  ridges  of  water,  apparently  moving 
with  considerable  speed  and  force ;  yet,  what  the  particles  of  water 
are  actually  doing  is  simply  going  round  and  round  in  circles  in 
vertical  planes ;  these  planes  being  at  right  angles  to  the  lines  of  the 
ridges,  and  the  diameters  of  the  circles  being  fiie  height  of  the  wave 
from  valley  to  crest  There  is  no  appreciable  advance  of  the  water ; 
the  advance  of  the  wave  being  due  to  the  particles  taking  up  the  dance 
in'regular  succession.  If  a  disk  or  circle  be  rolled  along  the  foot  of 
a  wall,  a  nail  sticking  out  from  it  anywhere  between  its  centre  and  its 
edge  would  trace  on  the  wall  the  same  curves  (only  upside  down)  as 
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the  profiles  of  the  wave.  A  screw-thread  drawn  in  snitahle  perspectiye 
also  gives  the  same  curves. 

After  giving  this  general  notion  of  the  sea  wave,  Mr.  Merrifield 
pointed  out  its  internal  mechanical  strnctore,  showing  liiat  it  consists  of 
a  series  of  nndnlating  stratified  layers  (forming  horizontal  planes  when 
the  water  is  still),  which  undergo  no  mixing  with  one  another.  In  the 
same  way  the  water  may  he  also  ideally  separated  into  vertical  columns, 
which  again  do  not  mix,  but  only  sway  to  and  fro  like  stalks  of  barley 
when  the  wind  sweeps  over  the  field  of  com.  Only  in  the  sea  waves 
the  columns  lengthen  as  the  wave  crest  approaches  and  shorten  after 
it  has  passed  away,  always  leaning  towards  the  crest  of  the  wave. 
The  swell  or  ground-sea  of  deep  water  thus  simply  heaves  the  mass  of 
water  without  stirring  or  mixing  it,  and  without  any  general  motion 
of  advance,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  rapid  motion  of  the  waves, 

In  this  absolute  form  the  kind  of  wave  described  is  perhaps  rather 
the  limiting  condition  which  the  waves  tend  to  assume  when  left  to 
the  action  of  gravity  alone  than  a  state  of  things  absolutely  realized. 
Still,  the  departure  from  it  is  much  smaller  than  might  be  supposed  ; 
and  the  apparent  confusion  of  motion,  when  once  the  wind  ceases,  is 
rather  due  to  several  systems  of  swell,  of  different  dimensions,  existing 
at  the  same  time  and  place,  than  to  any  essential  difference  in  the 
character  of  the  motion.  After  some  details  respecting  the  combination 
of  waves  and  their  height  and  length,  the  discourse  was  concluded 
with  some  remarks  on  waves  of  shsJlow  water,  and  on  the  formation 
of  waves  in  a  rising  storm.  The  illustrations  consisted  of  diagrams 
and  models. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  1,  1874. 

Wabrsn  Db  la  Eub,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.RS.  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Annual  Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Visitors  for  the  year  1873 
was  read  and  adopted.  This  Report  testifies  to  the  increasing  pros- 
perity and  efficiency  of  the  Institution,  and  congratulates  the  Members 
on  the  fact  that  the  New  Laboratories  have  been  constructed  and 
fitted  up  by  means  of  funds  contributed  by  themselves ;  and  that  this 
heavy  charge  is  not  larger  than  the  surplus  income  of  a  few  years  will 
probably  be  able  to  reimburse. 

Fifty  new  Members  were  elected  in  1873. 

Sixty-two  Lectures  and  Nineteen  Evening  Discourses  were  de- 
livered in  1873. 

The  Books  and  Pamphlets  presented  in  1873  amounted  to  about 
120  volumes,  making,  with  those  purchased  by  the  Managers,  a  total 
of  259  volumes  added  to  the  Library  in  the  year,  exclusive  of 
periodicals. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  to 
the  Committees  of  Managers  and  Visitors,  and  to  the  Professors,  for 
their  services  to  the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected  as  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  :- 

President — The  Duke  of  Northumberland,  D.C.L. 

Tbeasureb— George  Busk,  Esq.  F.E.C.S.  F.R.S. 

Secbbtaby — William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  M.A.  LL.D.  Treas.RS. 


Managers. 

George  Berkley,  Esq.  C.E. 
Adm.  Sir  Henry  John  Codrington,  E.C.B. 
Warren  De  la  Rue,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S. 
Sir  T.  Frederick  Elliot,  K.C.M.G. 
Edward    Frankland,    Esq.   D.C.L.   F.R.S. 

Cor.  M.  Acad.  Sc.  Paris, 
Francis  Galton,  Esq.  F.R.S. 
John  Peter  Gassiot,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F  R.S. 
Caesar  H.  Hawkins,  Esq.  F.R.S. 
Alfred  Latham,  Esq. 
John  Carrick   Moore,  Esq.   M.A.  F.R.S. 

F.G.S. 
Sir  W.  Frederick  Pollock,  Bart.  M.A. 
The  Earl  of  Rosse,  D.C.L.  F.R.S. 
Robert  P.  Roupell,  Esq.  M.A.  Q.C. 
C.  William  Siemens,  Esq,  D.C.L.  F.R.S. 
Colonel  Philip  James  Yorke,  F.R.S. 


YlSITOBS. 

Joseph  Brown,  Esq.  Q.C. 
John  Charles  Burgoyne,  Esq. 
Alexander  John  Ellis,  Eisq.  F.R.S. 
Col.  James  Augustus  Grant,  C.B.  F.R.S. 
Lieut.-Gen  Sir  Frederick  William  Hamil- 
ton, K.CB. 
Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  Esq. 
Robert  Pilkington  Linton,  Esq.  F.R.C.S. 
William  MilUr,  Esq. 
A.  C.  Brisbane  Neill,  M.D. 
Wyndham  Spencer  Portal,  Esq. 
William  Salmon,  Esq. 
John  Bell  Sedgwick,  Esq. 
James  Spedding,  Esq. 
The  Hon.  John  Gage  Prendergast  Vereker, 
Hensleigh  Wedgwood,  Esq. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  1, 1874. 

Gkoegk  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.8.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair, 

Pbofxsbos  Bolleston,  M.D.  F.B.S. 

The  Early  Inhabitants  of  the  North  of  England. 

PfiOFBssoB  BoLLBSTON  began  his  discourse  by  referring  to  various 
objects  before  him,  such  as  urns  and  their  contents,  ornaments,  and 
other  relics,  procured  from  the  graves  of  the  various  races  who  suc- 
cessively inhabited  the  North  of  England.  He  then  described  the 
discovery  of  a  very  large  number  of  Anglo-Saxon  cremation  urns  in  a 
part  of  the  East  Biding  of  Yorkshire  which  is  connected  with  the 
names  of  Edwin,  Paullinus,  and  Coifi ;  a  fact  affording  strong  confir- 
mation of  his  opinion,  propounded  to  the  members  March  25, 1870, 
that  the  Anglo-Saxons  were  exceedingly  numerous  in  Britain.  He 
also  exhibited  and  described  some  sets  of  ornaments  obtained  by  him 
in  the  same  district  from  Anglo-Saxon  burials,  which  afford  evidence  of 
a  stage  between  Heathen  cremation  and  Christian  burial,  as  described 
by  him  in  the  *  Archasologia,'  voL  xlii.  1870.  With  these  relics 
some  much  older  implements  as  well  as  others  quite  modem  have  been 
accidentally  or  purposely  mixed  up  in  the  graves  themselves,  and 
have  thus  led,  or  may  lead,  to  various  Mlacies. 

A  brief  summary  was  then  given  of  the  way  in  which  cremation 
sculpture  in  England  during  the  period  of  Saxon  heathendom,  from 
A.D.  450  to  630,  gave  way  in  Boman  Britain  to  inhumation,  from  the 
date  of  the  generation  subsequent  to  Septimus  Severus  down  to  a.d. 
450. 

Before  passing  to  the  description  of  the  pre-Boman  and  pre- 
historic modes  of  interment  practised  in  the  North  of  England,  the 
Professor  made  some  remark  on  the  rationale,  or,  as  it  may  be  termed, 
the  genesis  of  cremation,  and  expressed  his  mingled  assent  and  dissent 
to  the  recently  published  views  of  Professor  linger ;  and  the  account 
of  the  ''Funeral  Ceremonies  of  the  Ancient  Hindus,"  given  by 
Babu  Bajendralala  Mitra  in  the  'Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society,' 
No.  4, 1870. 

Affection  for  a  deceased  relative  may  have  suggested  two  objects 
to  the  survivors  of  all  ages ;  firstly,  the  preservation  of  the  surroundings 
of  the  deceased  in  the  very  condition  in  which  they  were  at  the  time 
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of  death ;  this  object  being  felt  to  be  a  right  one,  as  the  mourner  did 
not  realize  the  fact  of  death  in  aU  its  bearings  at  once.  Secondly,  it 
was  felt  to  be  right  to  have  the  remains  of  the  departed  preserved 
under  the  protection  and  in  the  proximity  of  kinsfolk.  The  chambered 
long  barrow,  with  its  inmates  ranged  in  a  crouching  position  along  its 
wall,  haying  food  and  other  things  placed  side  by  side  with  them, 
in  imitation  of  the  home  tenanted  by  them  in  life,  answered  both 
purposes. 

Difficulties  of  transport,  death  in  war,  or  by  plagne,  or  the  natural 
consequences  of  a  hot  climate,  as  described  by  Tiresias  in  the  '  Anti- 
gone '  of  Sophocles,  often  made  cremation  the  only  possible  mode  of 
securing  at  least  the  second  of  these  objects. 

The  Professor  concluded  with  a  description,  illustrated  by  dia- 
grams, of  the  round  and  long  barrows  of  the  North  of  England,  at  the 
examination  of  which  by  the  Bev.  Canon  Wm.  QreenweU  he  had 
many  times  assisted. 

The  following  passage  firom  Wordsworth's  '  Prelude '  (Book  ziii.) 
is  beautifully  illustratiTe  of  the  subject  of  the  discourse : — 

"  Time  with  his  retinae  of  afea  fled 
Backwards,  nor  checked  his  flight  nntil  I  saw 
Our  dim  ancestral  Past  in  yision  clear ; 
Saw  mnltitudes  of  men,  and,  here  and  there, 
A  single  Briton  clothed  in  wolfskin  vest, 
With  shield  and  stone-axe  stride  across  the  wold; 
The  voice  of  spears  was  heard,  the  rattling  spear. 
Shaken  by  arms  of  mighty  bone,  in  strength. 
Long  mouldered,  of  barbaric  majesty." 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  May  4, 1874. 

Thb  Dukb  of  NoBTHUMBEBLAio),  D.C.L.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

The   following    Vice-Presidents    for    the    ehsning    year    were    . 
nominated —  1 

Warren  De  la  Bne,  Esq.  D.G.L.  F  JLS. 

8ir  Frederick  Pollock,  Bart.  MA. 

The  Earl  of  Rosse,  D.C.L.  F.R.8. 

George  Bosk,  Esq.  F.B.S.  the  Treasurer. 

William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  LL.D.  F.B.S.  the  Secretary. 


Miss  Constance  Charlotte  Astley, 
G.  L.  Basset,  Esq. 
William  Morgan  Brown,  Esq. 
Josiah  Owen  Corrie,  Esq. 
Henry  Deacon,  Esq.  J.P.  F.C.S. 
Gordon  Eenmure  Hardie,  M  J). 
George  James  Sheridan  Lock,  Esq. 
Thomas  Frederick  Miller,  Esq. 
Samuel  Sampson,  Esq. 
Thomas  Taylor,  Esq. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Listitution. 

John  Ttndall,  Esq.  LL.D.  F.B.S.  was  re-elected  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy. 

The  Managers  announced  that  they  had  appointed  John  Hall 
Gladstonb,  Esq.  Ph.D.  F.R.S.  Fullerian  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  Odliro,  resigned. 

The  Pbssbktb  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz.  :— 

Fbom 

The  L&rds  of  the  Adm'rdUy—O&pt  G.  S.  Nares:  Reports  of  H3I.8.  *  GIudleDger.' 

fol.  1873. 
AgricuUural  Society  of  England,  BoycU— Journal,  Second  Series,  Vol.  X.  Part  1. 

8vo.  1874. 
AitronomiealSooietyjBoydl^^onQiiyJioiioQBjYolXXXJy.  No.  5.    8ya  1874. 
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Basd  Naturfonchende  OeseZZadia/Z—Yerhandlaugen,  Ylter  Theil,  Istes  Heft.    8vo. 

1874. 
BenUeyy  FrofettoTy  J^.L-iS^.— Lecture  on  Eucalyptus  Globulus.      (K  99)      8vo. 

1874. 
Bombay  Branch  of  Boyal  AnaUe  Soeiely—JonmtA,  Vol.  X.  No.  28.    Svo.    1873. 
Britigh  Architects,  Royal  Inetttute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-4,  Nos.  8,  9.    4to. 
British  Museum  Trustees — Ouide  to  GrsBco-Romon  Sculptures*    16to.    1874. 
Chemical  Society— J ovltdb,]  for  March,  April,  1874.    8vo. 
Comitato  Geologico  d'ltalia,  i?.— BoUetiai,  Vol.  IV.    8yo.    Firenze,  1873. 
i^dt/ora— American  Journal  of  Science  for  April,  1874.    8yo. 

Astronomical  Register  for  April,  1874.    8yo. 

AthensBum  for  April,  1874.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  April,  1874.    4to. 

Engineer  for  April,  1874.    fol. 

Food  Journal  for  April,  1874.  ■  4to. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  April,  1874.    foL 

Journal  of  Gas-Lighting  for  April,  1874.    4ta 

Nature  for  April,  1874.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  April.  1874.    8vo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  April,  1874.    8to. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Science  for  April,  1874.    8yo. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  April,  1874.    8to. 
Franklin  inrfittt/e— Journal,  Nob,  578,  579.    8vo.    1874. 
Geographical  Society,  i?oyaI— Proceedings,  Vol.  XVIIL  No.  2.    8vo.    1874. 
Banem,  Sod^l^  des  SoieTuses—AioldyGB  N^erlandaises,  Tome  VIIL  Liv.  3,  4.  8vo. 
1873. 

D.  Mulder  Bosgoed,  Bibllotheca  Ichthyologioa  et  Piscatoria.    8vo.    Harlum, 
1873. 
Liverpool  Pclytechnio  Society — ^Transactionsi  1853-6.    8yo. 

Journal,  1865-70.    3  vols.    8vo. 
Manchester  Philosophical  Socicfy— Memoirs,  Third  Series,  Vol.  IV.    8vo.    1871. 

Proceedings,  Vols.  Vin.  IX.  X.  XnL  Nos.  7-lL    8vo.    1869-73. 
Martin,  James,  Esq,  FMS.  (the  Author}— The  Magic  Lantern.    16to.    1870. 
Mechanical  Engineert^  InstUutionj  Birmingham — Proceedings,  Oct.  1873.    8vo. 
Medical  and  Vhirurgioal  Society,  Boyal  —  Proceedings,  Vol.  VII.    No.  5.    8?o. 

1874. 
Mus^  Teyler—Aichiyea,  Vol.  m.  Faso.  3.    8yo.    Harlem,  1873. 
Photogravhie  Society— Jouma},  Na  249.    8vo.    1873. 
Preussiscke  Akademie  der  Wissenschaften — ^Monatsberichte,  Feb.  1874.    Svo. 
RdHetton,  Professor,  M.D.  F,BM. — ^Photograph  of  Urns  from  Barrows  in  Yorkshire. 
Boyal  Society  of  Edinburgh— TnnsacilonB,  Vol.  XXVH.  Part  1.    4to.    1873. 

Proceedings,  No.  85.    8vo.    1873. 
Boyal  Society  of  London — Proceedings,  No.  151.    8vo.    1874. 
Botfol  Society  of  roamanio— Monthly  Notices,  1872.    8vo.    1873. 
Schtearz,  F,  M,  Esq. — A.  Baimondi :  El  Departmento  de  Ancachs  y  bus  Biquesas 

Minerales.    4to.    Lima.    1873. 
;Sto«M«oaZ  iSbcicey— Journal,  Vol.  XXXVn.  Part  L    8m    1874, 
Victoria  InstUut^—JoxunBX,  No.  28.    8yo.    1873. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  8, 1874. 

Gaorgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.RS.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

SsDLXT  Tatlob,  Esq.  M.A. 

An  MUtorical  Enigma  in  the  Trial  of  OdUleo  before  the  Inquitition, 

[Abstract.] 

The  best  informed  historians  who  have  hitherto  treated  of  the  con- 
demnation of  Gkklileo  by  the  Inquisition  are  nnanimonsly  of  opinion 
that  the  Tribunal,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  wisdom  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, had  a  clear  legcd  right  to  punish  the  Italian  philosopher  for 
the  course  he  pursued. 

The  object  of  the  present  Discourse  is  to  show  that  fresh  eyidenoe, 
brought  to  light  within  the  last  eight  years,  renders  it  all  but  certain 
that  the  Court  was  technically  in  Qie  wrong,  and  the  accused  entitled 
to  an  unconditional  acquittal  A  rapid  surrey  of  the  eyidence  at  the 
disposal  of  historians  up  to  the  year  1850  wiU  serve  as  a  convenient 
introduction  to  a  description  of  the  sources  of  information  opened 
since  that  time.  Galileo  was  bom  in  1564.  In  1589  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  Professorship  at  Pisa,  which  in  1592  he  exchanged  for  a 
similar  post  at  the  University  of  Padua.  It  was  probably  about  this 
time  that  he  became  a  convert  to  the  heliooentric  system  of  astronomy, 
which  had  been  published  to  the  world  by  Copernicus  in  his  great 
work,  De  Bevolutionifma  Orhum  CcdesHumy  in  1543.  For  some  years 
Galileo  seems  to  have  observed  a  policy  of  reticence  on  the  subject, 
and  in  his  public  lectures  to  have  gone  on  teaching  the  old  Ptolemaic 
system.  By  1615,  however,  he  must  have  allowed  his  genuine  con- 
victions to  appear,  for  in  that  year  the  monks  of  the  Monastery  of 
Bt.  Mark  at  Florence  proceeded  to  the  extreme  measure  of  denouncing 
him  to  the  Inquisition.  The  result  of  the  step  was  that  on  March  5, 
1616,  the  Congregation  of  the  Index  issued  a  decree  pronouncing  the 
heliocentric  theory  to  be  false  and  contrary  to  Holy  Scripture,  and 
ordering  the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  the  work  of  Copernicus, 
until  such  time  as  certain  alterations  in  its  text  should  have  been 
decided  upon  by  the  Congregation,  and  effected  under  their  orders. 
This  Index  decree,  and  the  list  of  corrections  which  appeared  four 
years  after  it,  are  of  great  historical  importance  as  determining  the 
attitude  which  astronomers  who  were  members  of  the  Boman  Church 
were  required  henceforth  to  assume  towards  the  new  theory.  A 
careful  examination  and  comparison  of  these  two  documents  leaves 
no  manner  of  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  restrictions  which  the 
ecclesiastical  authorities  were  resolved  to  impose.  All  theological 
argumentation  on  the  side  of  the  new  theory  was  to  bo  peremptorily 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1874.]  on  the  Trial  of  Galileo.  805 

silenced.  On  the  other  hand,  writers  who  adopted  a  purely  scientific 
mode  of  treatment  were  not  debarred  from  prodnoing  philosophical 
arguments  which  made  in  fayour  of  the  revolutionary  astronomical 
doctrine,  but  they  were  prohibited  from  expressing  belief  in  its  truth, 
and  required  to  couch  all  their  conclusions  in  hypothetical  language. 

In  1632  Galileo  published  his  famous  '  Dialogue  on  the  Ptolemaic 
and  Copemican  Systems.'  This  work  presented,  in  a  popular  and 
singularly  attractive  dress,  the  case  of  the  new  against  the  old 
astronomy.  It  caused  a  prodigious  excitement  among  all  classes  of 
cultivated  men,  gave  the  most  mortal  offence  to  the  school  of  Aris- 
totle, and  notably  to  Galileo's  declared  enemies,  the  Jesuits,  and  led 
directly  to  all  the  misfortunes  and  suffering  which  were  destined  to 
embitter  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  Dialogue  was  suddenly  sus- 
pended by  a  peremptory  order  from  Home,  and,  two  months  later, 
Galileo  was  cited  to  appear  personally  before  the  Inquisition  on  a 
charge  of  heresy.  Ill-health  prevented  his  reaching  the  capital  until 
the  middle  of  February,  1633,  and  the  Court  did  not  pronounce  sen- 
tence until  the  latter  part  of  June  in  the  same  year.  The  prisoner 
was  convicted  on  two  main  issues — 

(1.)  That  the  Dialogue  transgressed  the  limits  laid  down  by  the 
decree  of  the  Index. 

^2.)  That  it  was  a  violation  of  a  special  personal  injunction,  con- 
taining &r  more  stringent  restrictions  than  those  of  the  public  decree, 
which,  as  the  Tribunal  asserted,  had  been  formally  served  on  (Galileo 
on  the  26th  of  February,  1616,  by  the  Commissary-General  of  the 
Holy  Oface. 

The  first  allegation  was  so  inherently  feeble,  that  it  could  not  even 
sustain  a  straightforward  reference  to  the  actual  text  of  the  Index 
decree ;  and  the  Court,  in  order  to  give  it  some  apparent  colour,  were 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  humiliating  expedient  of  garbling  the  statute 
which  they  pretended  to  be  enforcing.  The  answer  to  be  made  on 
behalf  of  the  accused  is  complete  and  decisive.  In  the  first  place, 
Galileo,  in  writing  his  Dialogue,  had  most  carefully  adopted  the  attitude 
prescribed  by  the  Index  Congregation;  and,  secondly,  even  had  he 
not  done  so,  was  completely  shielded  by  the  fact  that  he  had  sub- 
mitted the  work  in  manuscript  to  the  Papal  licensing  authority,  and 
obtained  the  regular  Imprimatur  before  proceeding  to  publication. 

The  second  allegation  was  a  feur  more  serious  matter.  The 
injunction  (or  precept,  as  it  was  technically  described)  which  Galileo 
was  asserted  to  have  received  from  the  Inquisition,  contained  a  clause 
forbidding  him  to  defend  or  teach  the  Copemican  doctrine  in  any 
manner  tohatever,  either  hy  word  of  month  or  in  writing.  No  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  Dialogue  can  have  any  doubt 
that,  though  compatible  with  the  terms  of  the  Index  decree,  they  are 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  &r  stricter  enactments  of  the  private 
inhibition.  Everything  therefore  turns  on  this  question :  Was  thh 
precept  aduaUy  delivered  to  the  accused  as  stated  by  the  Ti-Hmnal  f 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  subsequent  historians  have, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


806  Mr.  Sedhy  Taylor  [May  8, 

one  and  all,  accepted  this  nnsupporied  assertion  of  the  Court,  although 
there  lay  on  the  surface  of  the  final  Sentence  a  glaring  contradiction 
with  respect  to  this  crucial  point  of  the  whole  trial  This  contradic- 
tion is  as  foUows.  In  the  course  of  a  summary  of  the  events  of  the 
case  with  which  the  Sentence  opens,  it  is  stated  that  on  February  25, 
1616,  Cardinal  Bellarmine  was  commissioned  by  the  Holy  Office  to 
send  for  Ghdileo  and  give  him  a  private  admonition  to  relinquish  the 
Copemican  tenet.  In  the  event  of  his  non-acquiescence,  the  Com- 
nussary  of  the  Holy  Office  was  to  intervene  with  the  formal  precept 
already  referred  to.  On  the  following  day  the  precept  was  actually 
delivered  by  the  Commissary,  Cardinal  Bellarmine  being,  it  is  explicitly 
stated,  ^eseni  throughout  ike  ^proceeding.  Later  in  the  Sentence,  when 
the  defence  set  up  by  the  accused  has  to  be  examined,  an  autograph 
certificate  given  to  Gralileo  by  Bellarmine  is  cited.  The  Cardinal 
certifies  that  no  injunction  exceeding  in  stringency  the  decree  of  the 
Index  had,  as  far  as  he  was  aware,  been  laid  on  the  accused.  Theso 
statements  are  clearly  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  we  here, 
therefore,  have  the  Inquisition  in  1633  contradicting  a  former  leading 
member  of  their  own  body  on  a  matter  of  fsLCt  which  they  themselves 
assert  to  have  occurred  in  his  immediate  presence.  This  conflict  of 
evidence  is  the  '*  Enigma  "  in  Galileo's  trial  referred  to  in  the  title  of 
this  Discourse. 

No  fresh  light  was  thrown  on  this  subject  till  1850,  when  Marino 
Marini,  Prefect  of  Papal  Archives,  published  a  certain  number  of 
extracts  from  the  official  minutes  of  the  trial  preserved  in  the  Becords 
of  the  Inquisition.  His  work  has  since  been  superseded,  and  is  now 
only  interesting  as  showing  that  its  author  had  recognized  the  Enigma 
and  thought  it  desirable  to  submit  the  documents  which  revealed  it  to 
a  series  of  manipulations  designed  to  eS&ce  all  traces  of  the  unwelcome 
indications  which,  in  their  original  form,  they  contained. 

In  1867  M,  Henri  de  VEpinois  was  allowed  by  the  Boman  authorities 
to  publish  in  eoctenso  the  greater  part  of  the  documents  from  which 
Marini  had  given  only  meagre,  disjointed,  and  untrustworthy  extracts. 
These  embrace  the  text  of  the  minute  on  the  strength  of  which 
the  Inquisition  asserted  the  delivery  of  the  Commissary's  precept, 
a  verbatim  report  of  Galileo's  examinations  during  the  trial,  and  a 
copy  of  his  defence  handed  in  in  writing  to  the  Tribunal. 

In  1870  Professor  Silvio  Oherardi  published  a  number  of  fresh 
documents,  of  the  existence  of  which  nothing  was  previously  known, 
and  which  he  discovered  during  a  search  in  the  Archives  of  the 
Inquisition,  instituted  during  the  short  suspension  of  the  temporal 
power  in  1848  and  1849.  One  of  theso,  copied  by  Signer  Gherardi 
with  his  own  hands  from  the  original,  has  a  singularly  cogent  bearing 
on  the  special  point  under  consideration,  as  will  presently  be  seen. 

Herr  EmU  WohlwiU,  of  Hamburg,  in  a  pamphlet  published  in 
1870,  had  the  distinguished  merit  of  for  the  first  time  clearly  stating 
the  nature  of  the  Enigma  of  the  trial,  examining  the  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  De  I'Epinois'  new  documents  with  respect  to  it,  and 
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advancing  a  theory  of  his  own  for  its  solution.  The  conclusion  he  has 
arrived  at  is,  that  the  precept  0/ 1616  wa8  not  delivered  to  Galileo  at  all, 
and  that  the  minute  asserting  its  delivery  is  a  fraudulent  fabricaiion, 
perpetrated  in  order  to  secure  a  condemnation  which  could  not  be  ob- 
tained by  fair  means.  It  is  a  satisfactory  circumstance  that  the 
principal  document  unearthed  by  Gherardi,  and  published  after  the 
appearance  of  Wohlwill*s  pamphlet,  confirms  the  above  conclusion  in 
the  most  striking  manner,  and  indeed  led  Gherardi,  in  ignorance  of 
Wohlwill's  very  existence,  to  a  view  substantially  identical  with  his. 

The  trial  minute,  whose  genuineness  Wohlwill  attacks,  sets  out 
the  Commissary's  professed  execution  of  the  instructions  issued  to 
him  by  his  superiors,  which  are  detailed  in  the  preceding  minute. 
The  instructions  provided  that  the  Commissary  was  only  to  intervene 
in  the  case  on  the  occurrence  of  a  particular  contingency,  viz. 
Galileo's  refusal  to  obey  the  Cardinal's  admonition ;  whereas,  accord- 
ing to  the  disputed  minute,  he  seems  to  have  delivered  his  message 
the  moment  Bellarmine  had  ceased  speaking,  and,  as  the  language 
used  seems  to  imply,  without  even  pausing  to  ascertain  whether 
Galileo  intended  to  submit  or  not.  This  discrepancy  can  only  be 
removed  by  assuming,  without  a  tittle  of  direct  evidence,  that  GiJileo 
refused  to  acquiesce  when  admonished  by  the  Cardinal,  and  so  brought 
down  upon  himself  the  precept  of  the  Commissary,  an  assumption  of 
course  quite  inadmissible,  especially  on  so  vital  an  issue.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  it  can  be  shown  either  that  Galileo  submitted  to  the 
private  admonition,  or  that  the  precept  was  not  really  delivered  to 
him,  the  sole  ground  which  could  justify  a  conviction  is  destroyed, 
and  the  reasoning  of  the  sentence  falls  hopelessly  to  pieces.  Hence 
evidence  in  support  of  Wohlwill's  theory  ^nll  be  equally  to  the  point 
whether  it  goes  to  prove  the  first  or  the  second  of  tiiese  propositions. 
The  arguments  now  to  be  produced  (which  are  nearly  all  due  to  the 
sagacity  and  research  of  Wohlwill)  will  be  conveniently  grouped 
under  a  corresponding  arrangement,  as  showing 

(1.^  That  Galileo  acquiesced  when  admoni^ed  by  Bellarmine. 

(2.)  That  he  did  not  receive  the  Commissary's  precept. 

Under  the  first  head  a  certain  weight  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
Galileo  was  a  devout  and  warmly  attached  member  of  the  Boman 
Church,  and  therefore  very  unlikely  to  have  resisted  an  appeal  firom 
the  most  eminent  Cardinal  in  Bome,  who,  besides  being  &e  leading 
member  of  the  Holy  Office  at  the  time,  had  previously  evinced  a  per- 
sonally firiendly  interest  in  the  philosopher.  This  presumption  is 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that,  in  contemporary  letters  of  Galileo,  we 
find  him  congratulating  himself  on  the  docile  and  filial  attitude 
towards  the  Church  au^orities  which  he  had  maintained  throughout 
this  whole  aflhir.  He  repeats  the  same  asseverations,  almost  in  the 
same  words,  in  a  letter  written  two  years  after  his  condemnation,  and 
dwells  on  them  as  constituting  one  of  his  main  consolations  under 
punishment  which  he  was  conscious  of  having  done  nothing  to  deserve. 
There  was  at  this  time  no  hope  of  obtaining  any  further  mitigation  of 
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his  sentence  by  professionB  of  zeal  for  the  Ghnrch,  and  no  nee  in 
making  them  had  they  not  been  true  and  genuine. 

Passing  from  merely  presumptive  arguments,  we  come  to  the  docu- 
ment published  by  Gherardi  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made.  It  relates  how,  on  the  3rd  of  March,  1616,  Cardinal  Bellar- 
mine  reported  in  person  that  Galileo,  being  admonished  to  abandon 
the  heliocentric  position,  had  acquiesced.  Unless  this  document  can 
be  shown  to  be  spurious,  its  testimony  in  support  of  proposition  (1)  is 
condusive. 

In  the  second  group  of  eyidence  a  leading  position  is  due  to  Bel- 
larmine's  certificate,  written  with  his  own  hand  and  given  to  Galileo 
within  three  months  of  the  interview.  Its  gist  is  that  nothing  more 
than  the  substance  of  the  Index  decree  was  communicated  to  Galileo 
on  the  occasion.  The  interview  took  place  after  the  contents  of  the 
decree  had  been  decided  upon  by  the  Congregation,  but  before  its 
actual  publication,  so  that  the  rdle  of  the  Cardinal  clearly  was  to  give 
Gralileo  an  early  intimation  of  what  was  coming,  and  secure  his  pro- 
mise of  adhesion.  The  Court  was  evidently  satisfied  as  to  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  certificate,  and,  this  being  so,  there  appears  to  be  no  way 
of  avoiding  the  inference  which  follows  from  it  negativing  the  delivery 
of  the  Commissary's  precept. 

A  series  of  facts,  derived  principally  from  Galileo's  correspond- 
ence, point  in  the  same  direction. 

Witiiin  a  fortnight  of  the  interview  with  Bellarmine,  Galileo  had 
an  audience  of  the  Pope,  who  assured  him  how  well  he  stood  with 
himself  and  the  whole  Congregation  of  the  Holy  Office — an  incident 
which  could  scarcely  have  occurred  had  he  so  recently  resisted  the 
leading  Cardinal  of  tibeir  body,  and,  in  consequence,  been  visited  with 
a  peremptory  and  threatening  inhibition  at  the  huids  of  their  Com- 
missary-General. 

In  all  his  writings  on  the  Copemican  doctrine  subsequent  to  the 
decree  of  the  Index,  Galileo  took  especial  care  to  conform  to  its 
requirements,  and  generally  inserted  an  explicit  statement  of  his 
adhesion.  He  must  have  been  aware  that  this  was  a  perfectly  futile 
precaution  if  he  was  all  the  time  violating  more  severe  restrictions 
personally  laid  upon  himsel£ 

An  extremely  cogent  argument  against  the  reality  of  the  Commis- 
sary's message  is  supplied  by  the  history  of  the  negotiations  which 
preceded  the  publication  of  the  great  Dialogue.  Galileo  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  licensing  authority  at  Borne  a  work  the  very  title  of 
which  constituted  a  violation  of  the  Commissary's  precept.  The 
manuscript,  after  being  subjected  to  minute  inspection,  received  the 
final  approval  of  the  licensers,  whose  ImprimaJturs  adorn  the  first  page 
of  the  volume.  Their  conduct  is  perfecUy  intelligible  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  Index  decree  alone  guided  their  scrutiny.  On  the  opposite 
theory  we  can  only  account  for  it  by  the  extremely  improbable  hypo- 
thesis that  the  Inquisition,  after  taking  especial  pains  to  bind  Galileo 
over  to  absolute  silence  about  the  Copemican  system,  neglected  to 
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inform  the  licensers  of  the  &ct,  and  thus  rendered  futile  the  pre- 
cautionary measures  which  they  had  themselves  deemed  it  necessary 
to  adopt. 

The  statements  of  CkJileo  during  his  trial  are  irreconcilable  with 
the  delivery  of  the  Commissary's  precept  In  the  interrogatory  which 
took  place  on  April  12,  the  examining  ofi&cial,  who  manifestly  held  in 
his  hand  the  disputed  minute,  endeavoured,  by  reading  aloud  isolated 
portions  of  its  text,  to  recall  the  incident  it  described  to  the  memory 
of  the  accused,  and  elicit  irom  him  an  admission  of  its  truth.  These 
efforts  were  fruitless.  Galileo  deposed  that  he  had  no  recollection  of 
a  formal  communication  having  been  made  to  him  on  the  subject  by 
any  other  person  than  Cardinal  Bellarmine.  Further,  in  his  written 
defence  handed  in  to  the  Tribunal,  he  urged  that  the  authentic 
attestation  which  he  possessed  in  the  Cardinal's  certificate  contained 
no  vestige  of  an  indication  that  any  injunction  had  been  laid  upon  him 
additional  to  the  general  decree  of  the  Index,  which  concerned  every- 
one alike. 

These  statements  can  only  be  set  aside  by  hypotheses  of  defective 
memory,  or  of  deliberate  perjury.  The  former  is  out  of  the  question, 
the  cross-examination  of  the  accused  alone  suf&cing,  had  we  no  other 
evidence,  to  show  that  Galileo's  memory  at  this  period  was  singularly 
keen  and  retentive.  To  deny  on  oath  facts  as  to  which  he  knew  from 
the  lips  of  the  presiding  juc^e  that  the  Court  was  in  possession  of  a 
formally  attested  record,  was  a  course  so  hopeless  in  itself,  and  so 
likely  to  lead  to  the  immediate  application  of  the  torture,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  attribute  it  to  a  man  of  ordinary  circumspection,  to  say 
nothing  of  one  possessing  preeminent  tact  and  sagacity. 

This  concludes  the  evidence  to  be  now  alleged  in  support  of  pro- 
position (2). 

The  chain  of  facts  and  arguments  above  briefly  set  out  constitutes 
the  case  by  which  Wohlwill  claims  to  have  proved  that  a  supposititious 
document,  fabricated  for  that  very  purpose,  was  the  instrument  which 
alone  rendered  possible  the  condemnation  of  Galileo.  It  will  hardly 
be  denied  that  the  evidence  he  has  collected  renders  it  fsur  more 
probable  that  the  story  of  the  Commissary  and  the  precept  of  1616  is 
a  fiction  than  that  it  is  a  fact  The  oidy  chance  of  modifying  this 
conclusion  lies  in  the  production  of  additional  evidence,  and  it  is  the 
main  object  of  this  Discourse  to  appeal  to  those  in  whose  custody  such 
evidence  unquestionably  exists  no  longer  to  withhold  it.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  disclosures  spontaneously  made  by  the  Boman  authorities 
through  M.  de  FEpinois,  the  Inquisition  is  brought  under  the  gravest 
suspicion  of  having,  in  perhaps  the  most  celebrated  and  momentous 
case  ever  brought  before  it,  inflicted  a  cruel  wrong  on  the  ground  of  a 
gross  fraud.  Unless,  therefore,  they  prefer  the  judgment  of  history 
to  go  by  default,  the  custodians  of  the  Vatican  Library  will  do  well  to 
publish  in  facsimile  all  the  Galileo  documents  in  their  possession,  so 
as,  if  possible,  to  bring  this  question  to  a  decisive  issue. 

[S.T.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  15, 1874. 

The  Eabl  of  Kossk,  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

C.  William  Siemens,  D.C.L.  F.B.S.  M.B.I. 

The  Steamship  *  Faraday  *  and  her  Appliances  for  Cable-laying. 

The  speaker  in  his  introductory  remarks  observed  that  an  electric 
telegraph  consisted  essentially  of  three  parts,  yiz.  the  electro-motor 
or  battery,  the  conductor,  and  the  receiving  instrument.  He  demon- 
strated experimentally  that  the  conductor  need  not  necessarily  be 
metallic,  but  that  water  or  rarefied  air  might  be  used  as  such  within 
moderate  limits;  at  the  same  time,  for  long  submarine  lines,  insulated 
conductors  strengthened  by  an  outer  sheathing  were  necessary  to 
ensure  perfect  truismission  and  immunity  from  accident.  The  first 
attempts  at  insulation,  which  consisted  in  the  use  of  pitch  and 
resinous  matters,  failed  completely,  and  in  the  years  1846  and  1847 
the  two  gums  india-rubber  and  gutta-percha  were  introduced,  the 
former  by  Prof.  Jacobi  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  latter  by  Dr. 
Werner  Siemens  of  Berlin.  This  last  gum  soon  became  almost  indis- 
pensable to  the  cable  manufacturer  on  account  of  its  remarkable  plas- 
ticity at  low  temperatures  and  its  insulating  property. 

The  first  outer  sheathing  used  was  a  tube  of  lead  drawn  tightly 
over  the  insulated  wire,  and  this  again  was  covered  with  pieces  of 
wrought-iron  tubing  connected  by  ball  and  socket  joints ;  in  this  way 
the  Mbe  and  other  rivers  were  crossed  successfully  in  1848-50.  This 
method  was  superseded  later  on  by  the  spiral-wire  sheathing,  first 
proposed  by  Mr.  Brett  in  1851  for  the  Dover  and  Calais  cable ;  since 
then,  with  few  modifications  and  exceptions,  this  form  has  been 
universally  adopted. 

The  speaker  next  enumerated  the  casualties  to  which  submarine 
cables  are  liable,  and  the  precautions  employed  to  obviate  them.  He 
showed  specimens  destroyed  by  rust  and  the  ravages  of  a  species  of 
teredo.  On  the  Indo-European  Cable  line  a  curious  case  of  fracture 
occurred ;  &  whale,  becoming  entangled  in  a  portion  of  cable  over- 
hanging a  ledge  of  rock,  broke  it,  and  in  striving  to  get  free  had  so 
wound  one  end  round  its  flukes  that  escape  became  hopeless,  and  so 
had  fallen  an  easy  prey  to  sharks,  which  had  half  devoured  it  when 
the  grappling  iron  brought  his  remains  to  the  surface.  Other  enemies 
to  be  dreaded  are  landslips,  ships'  anchors,  and  abrading  currents. 

The  new  Atlantic  cable  consists,  for  the  deep-sea  portion,  of 
copper  conductors,  gutta-percha  insulators,  and  a  sheathing  of  steel 
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wires  coTered  with  hemp ;  the  shallow-water  part  consists  of  similar 
oondactors  and  insulators  sheathed  with  hemp,  which  in  torn  is 
coyered  with  iron  wire. 

In  paying  out,  no  catenary  is  formed,  as  might  be  supposed,  but 
the  cable  passes  in  a  straight  line  from  the  ship  to  the  sea-bottom — 
a  proposition  which  the  speaker  demonstrated  experimentally  by 
means  of  a  long  trongh  with  glass  sides  filled  with  water.  The 
retaining  force  applied  by  the  brake  wheel  should  be  equal  to  the 
weight  of  a  piece  of  cable  hanging  vertically  downwaids  to  the  bottom 
of  the  sea.  In  picking  np,  a  catenary  is  foxmed,  bnt  a  vertical 
position  is  the  best,  because  it  produces  the  least  resistance. 

From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  service  for  which  a  telegraph- 
ship  is  required,  it  is  evident  that  she  must  possess  properties  some- 
what different  from  those  of  ordinary  ocean-going  steamers;  thus 
speed  is  not  so  important  as  great  manoeuvring  powers,  which  will 
enable  her  to  turn  easily  in  a  small  space,  or  by  which  she  may  be 
maintained  in  a  given  position  for  a  considerable  time.  In  the  ship 
about  to  be  described  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  meet  these 
requirements. 

The  *  Faraday,'  of  5000  tons  register,  was  built  at  Newcastle  by 
the  eminent  firm  of  Messrs.  Mitchdl  and  Go.  She  is  860  feet  long, 
62  feet  beam,  and  36  feet  depth  of  hold ;  there  are  three  large  water- 
tight cable  tanks  having  a  capacity  of  110,000  cubic  feet;  these  are 
each  27  feet  deep ;  two  are  45  feet  in  diameter,  and  one  is  37  feet ; 
they  can  take  in  1700  miles  of  cable  1^  inch  in  diameter.  After  the 
cable  is  coiled  in,  the  tanks  are  filled  up  with  water  to  keep  it  cool ; 
for  the  speaker  had  found,  when  conducting  experiments  on  die  Malta 
and  Alexandria  cable  with  his  electrical  resistance  thermometer,  that 
heat  was  spontaneously  generated  in  the  cable  itself,  whereby  its 
insulation  was  seriously  endangered. 

The  '  Faraday '  has  stem  and  stem  alike,  and  is  fitted  with  a  rudder 
at  each  end ;  both  are  worked  by  steam-steering  apparatus  placed  amid- 
ships, and  are  capable  of  being  rigidly  fixed  when  required.  She  is 
propelled  by  a  pair  of  east-steel  screw  propellers  12  feet  in  diameter, 
driven  by  a  pair  of  compound  engines  oonstruoted  with  a  view  to 
great  economy  of  fuel.  The  two  screws  converge  somewhat,  and  the 
effect  of  this  arrangement  is  to  enable  the  vessel  to  turn  in  her  own 
length  when  the  engines  are  worked  in  opposite  directions.  On  the 
voyage  from  Newcastle  to  London  a  cask  was  thrown  overboard,  and 
from  this  as  a  centre  the  ship  turned  in  her  own  length  in  8  minutes 
20  seconds,  touching  the  cask  three  tunes  during  the  operation.  This 
manoeuvring  power  is  of  great  importance  in  such  a  case  as  repairing 
a  fault  in  ihe  cable,  as  it  enables  the  engineer  to  keep  her  head  in 
position,  and,  in  short,  to  place  her  just  where  neoessaiy,  in  defiance 
of  side  winds  or  currents. 

The  testing-room  of  the  electrician  in  charge  is  amidships,  and  so 
placed  as  to  command  the  two  larger  tanks,  whUe  the  ship's  speed  can 
be  at  all  times  noted  on  the  index  of  a  Berthon  hydrostatic  log. 
Vol.  VII.    (No.  61.)  y 
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The  deck  is  fitted  with  machinery  to  be  used  id  laying  operations, 
which  will  be  best  described  by  tracing  the  path  of  the  cable  from  the 
tanks  to  the  sea.  Let  ns  begin  with  the  bow  compartment :  the  cable, 
which  lies  coiled  romid  one  of  Newall's  cones,  begins  to  be  nnwonnd, 
passes  np  through  an  eye  carried  on  a  beam  placed  across  the  hatch, 
next  over  a  large  pnlley  fitted  with  guides,  and  by  a  second  pulley  is 
gently  made  to  follow  a  straight  wooden  trough  fitted  with  friction 
rollers,  which  carries  it  aft  to  near  the  funnels ;  here  it  passes  through 
the  ''jockey,"  which  is  a  device  for  regulating  the  strain,  consisting  of 
a  wheel  riding  on  the  cable,  which  can  be  adjusted  by  a  lever,  and  a 
drum  fitted  with  a  brake.  Thence  it  passes  on  to  a  ''  compound  paying- 
out  and  picking-up  machine,"  which  consists  of  a  large  drum  provided 
with  a  friction  brake,  and  round  it  the  cable  passes  three  times ;  it  is 
also  furnished  with  a  steam-engine,  which  by  means  of  a  clutdi  can 
be  geared  on  to  the  drum  when  required,  Now,  in  paying  out,  the 
cable  causes  the  drum  to  revolve  as  it  runs  over  it,  and  the  brakes 
regulate  the  speed  as  the  vessel  moves  onward ;  but  should  a  &ult  or 
other  accident  render  it  necessary  to  recover  a  portion,  the  drum  is 
stopped  and  geared  on  to  the  engine,  the  ship's  engines  are  reversed, 
the  stem  rudder  fixed ;  and  so  what  was  foxmerly  the  bow  is  now  the 
stern,  while  the  little  engine  hauls  in  the  cable  ovei*  the  same  drum 
which  before  was  used  to  pay  it  out ;  thus  it  is  coiled  back  into  the 
same  tank  whence  it  started.  By  this  means  the  necessity  of  passing 
the  cable  astern  before  proceeding  to  haul  it  in  is  avoided.  It  was 
during  this  operation  that  an  accident  befell  the  Atlantic  cable  in  1865, 
causing  its  loss  for  the  time. 

The  next  apparatus  is  a  dynamometer,  consisting  of  three  pulleys, 
one  fixed,  and  the  centre  one,  which  rests  on  the  cable,  movable  in  a 
vertical  plane ;  by  this  the  strain  is  registered  and  adjusted.  After 
passing  this  the  cable  runs  into  the  sea  over  a  pulley  carried  on 
girders  and  constructed  so  as  to  swing  freely  on  an  axis  parallel  to 
the  length  of  the  ship,  so  that,  should  the  vessel  make  lee-way,  the 
pulley  will  follow  the  direction  of  the  cable,  and  thus  friction  and 
sharp  bends  are  avoided.  The  bows  are  also  fitted  with  a  similar 
pulley,  compound  machine,  and  dynamometer.  We  see  that  by  these 
devices  the  cable  is  kept  perfectly  under  control,  and  should  a  fault 
be  discovered  a  simple  process  of  reversal  of  ship  and  machinery 
brings  home  the  faulty  portion. 

Another  great  point  is  to  keep  the  vessel  trimmed  and  steady. 
For  the  former  requirement  nine  separate  water-tight  compartments, 
including  the  cone  in  each  tank,  which  also  is  hollow,  are  provided, 
so  that  water  may  be  admitted  as  the  tanks  are  emptied  of  cable,  and 
thus  the  ship  is  kept  trimmed.  To  ensure  steadiness  and  avoid 
the  rolling  to  which  telegraph  ships  are  subject,  two  bilge  keels 
are  set  on  at  an  angle  of  46" ;  this  was  done  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Fronde,  whom,  said  the  speaker,  "  I  have  to  thank  fop 
valuable  advice  and  assistance  on  several  new  points  connected  with 
the  '  Faraday.' " 
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A  steam-launcb  is  carried  on  deck,  whence  she  can  be  lowered 
into  the  water  with  steam  np,  ready  to  land  shore  ends  and  perform 
other  nsefol  operations. 

Another  class  of  work  for  which  the  vessel  is  fitted  is  **  grap- 
pling" for  lost  or  faulty  cable.  In  shallow  seas  this  is  a  very  simple 
opentiofD,  bnt  in  deep  water  it  is  rather  a  delicate  matter,  and  re- 
quires the  co-operation  of  two  or  even  three  vessels,  so  as  to  lift  the 
cable  withont  forming  an  acute  angle,  and  thus  to  lessen  the  chance 
of  fracture.  A  special  rope,  made  of  steel  wire  and  hemp  and  of 
great  strength,  is  provided  for  this  work.  Some  specimens  shown 
could  bear  strains  np  to  16  tons. 

In  conclusion,  the  speaker  adverted  to  the  late  Professor  Faraday, 
noticing  the  great  services  he  had  rendered  to  electrical  science,  his 
nnglenefis  of  purpose,  andthe  invariable  kindness  with  which  he  had 
oicoanged  younger  labourers  in  the  same  field.  The  friendly  enoou- 
ngBoent  which  he  Siimself  had  experienced  from  him  would  ever 
Jmm  a  most  pleasing  remembrance.  He  had  seized  with  delight  on 
tbe  present  opportunity  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  honoured  name  of 
Fanday,  and  was  happy  to  he  able  to  do  this  with  the  full  consent  of 
the  leyered  lady  who  had  stood  by  the  philosopher's  side  for  forty 
jeus,  while  labouring  under  this  very  roof  for  the  advancement  of 
bowledge.  The  name  of  the  vessel  and  her  mission  in  the  service 
of  Science  would  combine,  he  thought,  to  create  an  interest  in  her 
kmtr  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Boyal  Institution,  and 
k  hoped  that  on  the  morrow  she  would  put  to  sea  accompanied  by 
tlie  earnest  wish,  "*  God  speed  the  <  Faraday.' " 

[0.  W.  S.] 
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SEKLT  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  22, 1874. 

Esq.  F.E.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

El  W.  EiNODON  Cliffobd,  M.A.  F.RS. 

On  the  Education  of  the  People. 

Mr.  Herbert  Spencer's  classification  of  knowledge 
i  worth,  remarking  that  he  was  about  to  regard 
Lch  in  the  light  of  acquirement  of  knowledge  as  in 
Lo  something,  and  mainly  of  learning  to  use  tools. 
be  tool  of  thought  whose  use  is  taught  in  primary 
higher  education  is  training  in  the  use  of  those 
ptions,  familiarity  with  which  as  tools  constitutes 
ighest  minds.  The  question  "  What  is  the  educa- 
*  may  thus  be  translated  into  "  What  are  the  people 

e  question,  Who  are  the  people  ?  he  adverted  to 
)  last  Census  of  the  population  of  England  and 
142  adult  men,  classified  them  into  various  kinds 
Eld,  27  ;  on  minerals,  22  ;  in  construction,  21 ;  on 
,  17 ;  general  labourers,  10 ;  carriers,  10 ;  inde- 
3,  4 ;  servants,  3 ;  grooms,  2 ;  workers  and  dealers 
f  8 ;  general  dealer,  1 ;  soldiers,  ^ ;  keepers  of 
ich  he  added  one  magiistrate,  clergyman,  doctor, 
teacher,  student,  and  sulor. 
^ed  in  construction  being  the  one  most  largely 
Ion,  the  speaker  proceeded  to  select  as  a  typical 
of  hand-rails  to  staircases,  in  order  to  show  what 
ducation  of  the  workshop.  By  means  of  modeli 
owed  that  the  construction  of  a  hand-rail  involves 
ifficult  geometrical  problem,  which  would  puzxle 
)  Wranglers,  besides  considerable  manual  slall  and 
problem  is  to  construct  a  curve  of  double  curm- 
by  means  of  plane  pieces.  The  problem  was 
[lolson,  a  workman,  but  a  far  simpler  method  has 
nother  workman,  John  Weston.  This  trade  is  only 
&ct  that  its  power  of  education  has  not  been  spoOt 
',  which  in  other  trades  has  been  carried  to  a  verj 
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great  extent  by  the  introdaction  of  macbinery.  It  is  of  course  impos- 
sible to  resist  tbis  tendency ;  but  its  consequences  may  be  ayoided,  if 
the  onions  will  insist  on  the  men  being  drafted  at  reasonable  intervals 
from  one  part  of  the  shop  to  another,  so  that  they  may  become  handy 
and  manysided,  instead  of  being  fit  only  to  mind  a  particular  comer 
of  a  particular  machine,  as  is  too  often  the  case  now.  Besides  this, 
it  is  necessary  that  an  organized  training  in  the  most  important  tools 
should  be  given  to  children.  By  this  means  they  will  be  able  on 
leaving  school  to  get  higher  wages  and  more  leisure  to  improve  them- 
selves. But  the  most  important  thing  is,  that  our  worlonen  should 
acquire  the  machinery  of  accurate  thought,  which  is  only  to  be  got  by 
training  in  geometrical  and  mechanical  drawing.  This  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  "  B's,"  and  should  be  taught  to  all  children  in 
all  primary  schools ;  being  more  important  to  workmen  than  learning 
to  read  and  write. 
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WEEKLY  EVENma  MEETING. 

Friday,  May  29, 1874. 

Bib  Fbbdsbiok  FoUiOOK,  Bart  M.A.  Yioe-Fresident,  in  the  Chair. 

Abthub  Fembhtk  Stanlet,  D.D.  Dean  of  Westminster, 

ooBxisPoirDiiro  untxKa,  or  thx  xKanrtm  of  pbavcb. 

The  Baman  CaUusombs  as  iUiuirating  the  Belief  of  the  Early  Chrigtiane. 

I  PBOPOBi  this  evening  to  ask  what  was  the  belief  of  the  early 
Christians,  that  is,  of  the  Christians  from  the  close  of  the  first  century 
to  the  conyersion  of  the  Empire  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth.  This 
is  a  question  which  is  at  once  more  difficult  and  more  easy  to  answer 
than  we  might  have  thought  beforehand. 

It  is  in  one  sense  extremely  difficult. 

The  popular,  the  actual  belief  of  a  generation  or  society  of  men 
cannot  always  be  ascertained  from  the  contemporary  writers,  who 
belong  for  the  most  part  to  another  stratum.  The  belief  of  the  people 
of  England  at  this  moment  is  something  separate  from  the  books, 
the  newspapers,  the  watchwords  of  parties.  It  is  in  the  air.  It  is  in 
their  intimate  conyersation ;  we  must  hear,  especially  in  the  case  of 
the  simple  and  unlearned,  what  they  talk  of  to  each  other ;  we  must 
sit  by  llieir  bedsides ;  get  at  what  gives  them  most  consolation,  what 
most  occupies  their  last  moments.  This,  whatever  it  be,  is  the  belief 
of  the  people,  right  or  wrong — this,  and  this  only  is  their  real  religion. 
A  celebrated  Boman  Catholic  divine*  of  the  present  day  has  described, 
in  a  few  short  sentences,  what  he  conceives  to  be  the  real  belief  of 
the  people  of  England.  He  is  probably  right ;  but  it  is  something 
quite  apart  from  any  formal  creeds  or  confessions  or  watchwords  which 
exist.  Is  it  possible  to  ascertain  this  concerning  the  early  Christians? 
Their  books  of  that  period  are  few  and  far  between,  and  these  books 
are,  for  the  most  part,  the  works  of  learned  scholars  rather  than  of 
popular  writers.  Can  we  apart  from  such  books  discover  what  was 
their  most  ready  and  constant  representation  of  their  dearest  hopes 
here  and  hereafter  ?  Strange  to  say,  after  all  this  lapse  of  time  it  is 
possible.  The  answer,  at  any  rate  for  that  large  mass  of  Christians 
from  all  parts  of  the  empire  that  was  collected  in  the  capital,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Eoman  Catacombs. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  describe  tl^ose  well-known  structures.    To 

*  Dr.  Newman's  'Grammar  of  Assent.' 
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anyone  who  wiBhes  to  find  a  clear,  brief,  and  impartial  aooonnt,  I 
reoommend  the  eoaay  ^  On  Pagan  and  Christian  Sepnltnre,"  in  the 
'  Essays '  of  Dean  Milman.  For  anyone  who  wishes  to  go  at  length 
into  the  details  of  the  question,  I  refer  to  the  great  work  of  Commen- 
datore  De  Bossi,  or  to  his  own  personal  exposition  of  the  Catacombs, 
which  (in  my  own  case)  has  famished  the  cluef  basis  of  these  remarks. 
I  take  for  granted  that  all  here  present  know  snfficiently  what  has 
been  amply  proved  by  the  investigations  of  the  last  two  hundred, 
and  especially  of  the  last  thirty  years,  that  there  were  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bome  from  the  first  beginning  of  the  settlement 
of  the  Christians  in  the  city,  large  galleries  dug  in  the  rock,  which 
they  used  for  their  places  of  burial.  In  these  galleries  they  wrote 
on  the  graves  of  their  friends  the  thoughts  that  were  most  consoling 
to  themselves,  or  painted  on  the  walls  the  figures  which  gave  them 
most  pleasure.  By  a  singular  chance  these  memorials  have  been 
preserved  to  us  by  the  very  causes  which  have  destroyed  so  much 
beside.  The  Catacombs  were  deserted  at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of 
the  barbarians,  and  filled  up  with  ruins  and  rubbish ;  and  from  the 
sixth  to  the  seventeenth  century  no  one  thought  it  worth  while  to 
explore  them.  The  burial  of  Christian  antiquity  was  as  complete  as 
that  of  Pagan  antiquity,  and  the  resurrection  of  both  took  place  nearly 
at  the  same  time.  The  desertion,  the  overthrow  of  these  ancient 
galleries  has  been  to  the  Christian  life  of  that  time  what  the  overthrow 
of  Pompeii  by  the  ashes  of  Vesuvius  was  to  the  Pagan  life  of  the 
period  immediately  antecedent  The  Catacombs  are  tiie  Pompeii  of 
early  Christianity.  It  is  much  to  the  credit  of  the  authorities  of  the 
Boman  States  that  at  the  time  when  the  excavations  began  they  allowed 
these  monuments  to  speak  for  themselves.  Many  questionable  in- 
terpretations have  been  put  upon  them,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  in  any 
respect  there  has  been  substantiated  any  charge  of  wilful  falsification. 

In  what  I  am  about  to  say,  I  confine  myself  to  the  simple  statement 
of  the  testimony  which  they  render  to  tibe  belief  of  the  second  and 
third  centuries.  For  this  reason,  I  exclude  from  consideration  almost, 
if  not  altogether,  those  subsequent  to  the  age  of  Constantino;  and 
I  abstain  as  far  as  possible  from  special  details  which  would  lead 
us  astray  from  the  general  survey  which  alone  can  be  given  in  an 
address  of  this  kind.  I  shall  thus,  I  trust,  avoid  the  di£Siculty, 
especially  to  be  avoided  in  this  place,  of  entrenching  on  theological 
controversy.  I  merely  state  the  facts  as  they  occur ;  and  if  the  results 
be  pleasing  or  displeasing  to  the  members  of  this  or  that  school  of 
modem  religious  opinion,  perhaps  it  will  be  a  sufficient  safeguard 
that  they  will  be  almost  equally  pleasing  or  displeasing  to  the  members 
of  all  such  schools  equally. 

L  I  will  first  ask  what,  beyond  what  any  books  could  teach  us, 
we  learn  of  the  state  of  feeling  indicated  in  the  very  stracture  of 
the  Catacombs. 

The  Catacombs  are  the  standing  monuments  of  the  Oriental 
Jewish  character  even  of  Western  C^istianity.    The  fact  that  they 
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are  the  oonnterparts  of  the  rock-hewn  iombe  of  Palestine,  and  yet 
more  closely  of  the  Jewish  cemeteries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borne, 
corresponds  to  the  £ftct  that  the  early  Boman  Church  was  not  a  Latin 
but  an  Eastern  community,  speaking  Greek,  and  following  the  usages 
of  Syria.  And  again,  the  ease  with  which  the  Homan  Christians 
had  recourse  to  these  cemeteries  is  an  indication  of  the  impartiality 
of  the  Boman  law,  which  extended  (as  Bossi  has  well  pointed  out) 
to  this  despised  sect  the  same  protection  in  respect  to  burial,  even 
during  the  times  of  persecution,  that  was  accorded  to  the  highest  in 
the  land.  They  thus  bear  witness  to  the  unconscious  fostering  care  of 
the  Imperial  Government  over  the  inf&nt  Church.  They  are  thus 
monuments,  not  so  much  of  the  persecution  as  of  the  toleration,  which 
the  Christians  receiyed  at  the  hands  of  the  Boman  Empire. 

These  two  circumstances,  confirmed  as  they  are  from  various 
quarters,  are,  as  it  were,  the  framework  in  which  the  ideas  of  the 
Church  of  the  Catacombs  are  enshrined.  They  are  also  circumstances 
which  in  the  common  ecclesiastical  histories  were  as  unknown  and  as 
much  ignored  as  the  existence  of  the  Catacombs  themselves. 

II.  I  now  proceed  to  the  beliefs  themselves,  as  presented  in  the 
pictures  or  inscriptions,  confining  myself,  as  I  have  said,  as  much  as 
possible  to  those  which  are  earliest  and  most  universal.  But  I  will, 
before  entering  on  these,  glance  for  a  moment  at  those  which,  though 
belonging  to  the  latest  years  of  this  period — ^the  close  of  the  third 
century — yet  still  illustrate  the  general  character  even  of  the  earlier. 
The  subjects  of  these  paintings  are  for  the  most  part  taken  from  the 
Bible,  and  are  as  follows:  Li  the  New  Testament  they  are  the 
Adoration  of  the  Magi,  the  Feeding  of  the  Disciples,  Zacchadus  in 
the  Sycomore,  the  Healing  of  the  Paralytic,  the  Baising  of  Lazarus, 
the  Washing  of  Pilate's  Hands,  Peter's  Denial,  the  Seizure  of  Peter 
by  the  Jews.  In  the  Old  Testament  they  are  the  Creation,  the  Sacrifice 
of  Isaac,  the  Striking  of  the  Bock,  Jonah  and  the  Whale,  Jonah  under 
the  Gronrd,  Daniel  in  the  Lions'  Den,  the  Three  Children  in  the 
Fire,  Susanna  and  the  Elders. 

On  this  selection  I  will  only  make  two  general  remarks.  1.  Whilst 
it  does  not  coincide  with  the  theology  and  art  of  the  modem  Western 
Church,  it  coincides  to  a  certain  degree  with  the  selection  that  we 
find  in  the  Eastern  Church.  The  Baising  of  Lazarus,  for  example, 
fell  completely  out  of  the  range  of  the  Italian  painters  and  out  of 
the  scholastic  theology  of  the  Middle  Ages ;  but  it  may  still  be  traced 
in  the  Byzantine  traditions  as  preserved  in  Bussia.  In  one  of  the 
most  ancient  chapels  of  the  Kremlin  there  is  a  representation  of 
the  mmnmy-like  form  of  Lazarus  issuing  from  his  tomb,  exactly 
similar  to  that  which  appears  in  the  Boman  Catacombs.  And  again : 
The  Three  Children,  who  cease  to  occupy  any  important  place  in  the 
Latin  Church,  are  repeatedly  brought  forward  in  the  Eastern  Church. 
Three  choristers  stand  in  front  of  the  altar  at  a  particular  part  of  the 
service  to  represent  them,  and  the  only  attempt  at  a  mystery  or  miracle 
play  in  the  Middle  Ages  of  Bussia  was  the  erection  of  a  large  wooden 
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platfona  with  the  painted  appeaiance  of  fire  under  them,  on  which 
three  actors  stood  forth  and  played  by  gesture  and  song  the  part  of 
the  Three  ChUdren. 

2.  Secondly,  I  will  obserye  that  the  selection  of  these  subjects, 
whether  in  the  Eastern  or  in  the  Western  Church,  is  quite  out  of 
proportion  to  the  choice  of  these  same  subjects  in  the  books  of  the 
time  that  have  come  down  to  us.  None  of  them  are  conspicuously 
present  in  the  writers  of  the  three  first,  or  indeed  of  the  sixteen  first 
centuries ;  and  of  one  of  them  at  least,  the  arrest  of  Peter  by  the 
Jewish  soldiers,  it. is  not  too  much  to  say  that  there  is  no  incident 
recorded  in  any  extant  books  to  which  it  can  with  certainty  be  applied 
atalL 

I  do  not  dwell  on  these  points  to  illustrate  any  contradiction  to  the 
existing  opinions  either  of  Protestant  or  Catholic  Churches  in  modem 
times.  The  subjects  to  which  these  paintings  relate  for  the  most  part 
do  not  inyolye,  even  by  remote  implication,  any  of  these  disputed 
opinions.  But  they  indicate  a  difference  deeper  than  any  mere  ex- 
prlBSsion  of  particular  doctrines.  They  show  that  the  current  of  early 
Christian  thought  ran  in  an  altogether  different  channel,  both  from 
the  contemporary  writers  of  the  early  period,  and  also  both  from  the 
paintings  and  the  writings  of  the  later  period.  In  the  collection  of 
the  works  of  the  Fathers  of  the  second  century,  there  is  hardly  a 
single  allusion  to  any  one  of  these  topics.  Of  tiie  paintings  of  the 
tenth  and  eleyenth  centuries  recently  discovered  in  the  subterranean 
church  of  St.  Clement  at  Bome,  not  one  of  all  the  numerous  series  is 
identical  with  those  in  the  Catacombs.  It  is  a  change  little  noticed 
in  ecclesiastical  history,  but  it  was  one  of  momentous  consequence  to 
the  inner  life  of  the  Church. 

III.  But  this  peculiarity  of  the  Catacombs  thus  visible  to  a  certain 
extent  even  in  the  third  century,  appears  still  more  forcibly  when  we 
confine  ourselves,  according  to  tibe  plan  which  I  propose  in  this  lecture, 
to  the  earliest  chambers,  and  to  the  most  important  figures  which  they 
contain.  * 

There  is  one  such  chamber  especially,  which,  according  to  the 
Commendatore  De  Bossi,  is  the  very  earliest  that  can  be  found,  reach- 
ing back  to  the  very  beginning  of  the  second  century.  It  is  that 
commonly  known  as  the  Catacomb  of  S.  Nereus  and  Achilleus,  other- 
wise of  S.  Domitilla. 

In  this  chamber  there  are  three  general  characteristics : — 

1.  Everything  is  cheerful  and  joyous.  '  This,  to  a  certain  degree, 
pervades  all  the  Catacombs.  Although  some  of  them  must  have  been 
made  in  times  of  persecution,  yet  even  in  these  the  nearest  approach 
to  such  images  of  distress  and  sufiering  is  in  the  figures  I  have  before 
noticed — ^and  these  are  not  found  in  the  earliest  stage) — the  Three 
Children  m  the  Fire,  Daniel  in  the  Lions*  Den,  and  Jonah  naked  under 
the  Gourd. 

But  of  the  mournful  emblems  which  belong  to  nearly  all  the  later 
ages  of  Christianity,  almost  all  are  wanting  in  almost  aU  the  Catacombs : 
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there  is  neither  the  cross  of  the  fifth  or  sizth  century,  nor  the  crucifix 
or  the  cracifizion  of  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth,  nor  the  tortures  and 
martyrdoms  of  the  seyenteenth,  nor  the  skeletons  of  the  fifteenth,  nor 
the  cypresses  and  death's  heads  of  the  eighteenth.  There  are,  instead, 
wreaths  of  roses,  winged  genii,  diildren  playing.  This  is  the  general 
ornamentation.  I  notice  &e  difference — neither  to  condemn  the  later, 
nor  to  applaud  the  earlier — ^but  merely  to  call  attention  to  the  fact. 
It  is  a  variation  not  noticed  in  ordinary  ecclesiastical  history,  ^t  is  a 
plainness  not  visible  in  the  writers  of  the  second  and  third  centuries. 
But  it  is  there.  There  are  two  words  used  in  the  very  earliest  account 
of  the  very  earliest  Christian  community  to  which  the  English  language 
famishes  no  exact  equivalent ;  one  is  their  exulting,  bounding  gladness 
(ayaXkiMTi/:) ;  the  other,  their  simplicity  and  smoothness  of  feeling,  as 
of  a  plain  without  stones,  of  a  field  without  furrows  (o^tcXorns).  These 
two  words  from  the  records  of  the  first  century  (Acts  ii.  46)  represent 
to  us  what  appears  in  the  second  century  in  the  Boman  Catacombs. 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  they  have  ever  been  equally  represented 
at  any  subsequent  age. 

2.  Connected  wiUi  this  fact  is  another.  It  is  the  fieust  that  so  many 
of  these  decorations  are  taken  from  heathen  sources  and  copied  from 
heathen  paintings.  There  is  Orpheus  playing  on  his  harp  to  the  beasts ; 
there  is  Bacchus  as  the  God  of  the  vintage;  there  is  Psyche,  the 
butterfly  of  the  soul ;  there  is  the  Jordan  as  the  Qod  of  the  river.  The 
Classical  and  the  Christian,  the  Hebrew  and  the  Hellenic,  elements 
had  not  yet  parted.  The  strict  demarcation  which  the  books  of  the 
period  would  imply  between  the  Christian  Church  and  the  heathen 
world  had  not  yet  been  formed,  or  was  constantly  effibced.  The  Cata- 
combs have  more  afi&nity  with  the  chapel  of  Alexander  Severus,  which 
contained  Orpheus  side  by  side  with  Abraham  and  Christ,  than  they 
have  with  the  writings  of  TertuUian,  who  spoke  of  heathen  poets  only 
to  exult  in  their  future  torments,  or  of  Augustine,  who  regarded  this 
very  figure  of  Orpheus  only  as  a  mischievous  teacher  to  be  disparaged, 
not  as  a  type  of  the*  union  of  the  two  forms  of  heathen  and  Qiristian 
civilization. 

3.  We  see  in  the  earliest  chambers  not  only  the  beginning,  but  in 
a  certain  sense  the  end  of  early  Christian  art.  By  the  time  we  reach 
the  fourth  century  the  figures  are  misshapen,  rude,  and  stiff,  partaking 
of  that  decadence  which  marks  the  Arch  of  Constantino,  and  which  is 
developed  into  tiie  forms  afterwards  called  Byzantine.  But  in  the 
second  and  third  centuries,  in  the .  Catacombs  of  S.  Domitilla,  of 
8.  PrsBtextatus,  and  S.  Priscilla,  there  is  in  the  sweetness  of  the 
countenance,  the  depth  of  the  eyes,  the  grace  and  majesty  of  the  forms, 
an  inspiration  of  a  higher  source,  it  may  be  partly  from  the  contact 
with  tiie  still  living  art  of  Greece,  it  may  be  from  the  contact  with 
a  purer  and  higher  flame  of  devotion  not  yet  burnt  out  in  fierce  con- 
troversy. 

There  is  a  figure  which  occurs  constantly  in  the  Catacombs,  and 
which  in  those  earliest  of  all  has  a  peculiar  grace  of  its  own— that 
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of  the  dead  person  represented  in  the  peculiar  position  of  prayer, 
which  has  now  entirely  ceased  in  all  Christian  Chnrches,  but  as  it  may 
still  now  and  then  be  seen  in  Mahometan  conntries,  as  it  existed 
uniyersally  both  in  Pagan  and  perhaps  also  in  Jewish  worship  in  the 
second  century, — the  attitude  of  standing  with  the  hands  stretched 
out  to  receive  the  gifts  which  Heaven  would  pour  into  them.  Such 
are  the  figures  of  tibe  "  Oranti,"  as  they  are  technically  called,  in  the 
Catacombs,  men  or  women,  according  to  the  sex  of  the  departed.  Such 
also  were  the  holy  hands  and  upturned  eyes  of  the  worshippers  in 
the  heathen  temples  of  Qreece  or  Bome.  The  most  perfect  repre- 
sentation of  this  in  Christian  art  is,  perhaps,  that  of  the  departed 
Christian  in  the  Catacomb  of  S.  Priscilla.  The  most  perfect  repre- 
sentation of  this  in  heathen  art  is,  perhaps,  that  of  the  bronze  figure 
of  an  adoring  youth,  found  in  the  Bhine,  of  this  same  period  of  the 
Eoman  Empire,  and  now  in  the  Museum  at  Berlin.  An  animated 
description  which  has  been  given  of  this  in  a  recent  work  devoted 
to  Qreek  art,  might,  with  a  few  changes  of^  expression,  be  applied  to 
the  painting  of  the  departed  Christian  in  the  Catacomb  of  S.  I^sdlla. 
"  His  eyes  and  arms  are  raised  to  heaven  ;  perfect  in  humanity  beneath 
the  lightsome  vault  of  heaven,  he  stands  and  prays, — no  adoration 
with  veiled  eyes  and  muttering  lips — no  prostration,  with  the  putting 
off  of  sandals  on  holy  gronnd — no  genuflexion,  like  the  bending  of  a 
reed  waving  with  the  wind, — but  such  as  lamus  in  the  mid  waves  of 
Alpheius  might  have  prayed  when  he  heard  the  voice  of  Phoebus 
calling  to  him,  and  promising  to  him  the  twofold  gift  of  prophecy."  * 

Such  is  the  ideal  of  the  worshipping  youth  of  a  Pagan  temple  of 
that  period — such  is  the  transfigured  ideal  of  the  worshipping  maiden 
or  matron  in  the  Christian  Catacomb.  Such  has  not  been  the  ideal 
of  worship  in  any  later  age  of  the  Church. 

IV.  But  the  question  might  here  be  asked,  if  these  sacred  decent 
iions  are  so  like  what  we  find  in  heathen  tombs  or  houses,  how  do  we 
know  that  we  are  in  a  Christian  burial-place  at  all  ?  AVhat  is  the 
sign  that  we  are  here  in  the  chamber  of  a  Christian  feunily  ?  What 
is  the  test,  what  is  the  watchword,  by  which  these  early  Christians 
were  known  from  those  who  were  not  Christians? 

I  have  already  indicated  some  of  the  Biblical  subjects  which  in  the 
third  century  we  should  discover ;  we  also  know  well  what  we  should 
find  in  the  various  later  Churches,  whether  Greek,  Latin,  Anglican, 
Lutheran,  or  Nonconformist.  Some  distinctive  emblems  we  diould 
find  everywhere,  either  in  books,  pictures,  or  statues.  But  none  of 
these  were  in  the  Catacombs  even  of  the  third  century ;  and  in  the 
Catacombs  of  the  second  century,  not  even  those  which  are  found  in 
tile  third  and  fourth  centuries. 

1.  What,  then,  is  the  test  or  sign  of  Christian  popular  belief  that  in 
these  earliest  representations  of  Christianity  is  handed  down  to  us  as 
the  most  cherished,  the  all-sufficing  token  of  their  creed  ?    It  is  very 

♦  Bymondfl'  Greek  Poetry. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


322  Dean  Stanley  [May  29, 

simple,  but  it  coniainB  a  ^reat  deal.  It  is  a  shepherd  in  the  bloom  of 
youth,  with  a  orook  or  a  shepherd's  pipe  in  one  hand,  and  on  his 
shonlder  a  lamb,  which  he  carefully  carries  and  holds  with  the  other 
hand.  We  see  at  once  who  it  is ;  we  all  know  without  being  told. 
There  are  two  passages  in  two  of  the  sacred  books,  which,  whatever 
may  be  the  critical  diiscussion  about  their  dates,  must  be  inferred  &om 
these  paintings  to  have  been  by  that  time  firmly  rooted  in  the  popular 
belief  of  the  conmmnity.  One  is  that  from  the  Third  Grospel,  which 
speaks  of  the  shepherd  going  over  the  hills  of  Palestine  to  seek  the 
i^eep  that  was  lost ;  the  oi£er,  that  £rom  the  Fourth  Gospel,  which 
says,  '*  I  am  the  Good  Shepherd,"  or,  as  perhaps  we  might  venture  to 
translate  it,  ^'  I  am  the  Beautiful  Shepherd.'*  This,  in  that  earliest 
chamber  or  church  of  a  Christian  family  of  which  I  am  chiefly  speak- 
ing, is  the  one  sign  of  Christian  life  and  of  Christian  belief.  But  as  it 
is  iiie  only,  or  almost  the  only  sign  of  Christian  belief  in  this  earliest 
Catacomb,  so  it  continues  (with  those  other  pictures  of  which  I  have 
spoken)  always  the  chief, 'always  the  prevailing  sign,  as  long  as  those 
burial-places  were  used.  Sometimes  with  one  sheep,  sometimes  with 
several  sheep  in  various  attitudes  ;  some  listening  to  his  voice,  some 
turning  away.  Sometimes  in  chapels,  sometimes  on  the  tombs  them- 
selves ;  sometimes  on  the  tombs  of  the  humblest  and  poorest ;  some- 
times in  the  sepulchres  of  Emperors  and  Empresses — Galla  Placidia 
and  Honorius — but  always  the  chief  mark  of  the  Christian  life  and 
faith. 

There  is  no  allusion  to  the  Good  Shepherd  (with  one  exception) 
in  the  writers  of  the  second  century,  and  very  few  in  the  third ;  hardly 
any  in  Athanasius*  or  in  Jerome.  If  we  come  down  much  later,  hardly 
any  in  the '  Summa  Theologise'  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  none  in  the  West- 
minster Confession,  none  in  the  Tridentine  Catechism,  none  in  the 
Thirty-nine  Articles.  The  only  prominent  allusions  we  find  to  this 
figure  in  the  writers  of  early  times  are  drawn  from  that  same  under- 
current of  Christian  society  to  which  the  Catacombs  themselves  belong. 
One  is  the  allusion,  in  an  angry  complaint  of  Tertullian,  to  the  chalices 
used  in  the  Communion,  on  which  the  Good  Shepherd  was  a  frequent 
subject ;  the  other  is  in  the  one  popular  book  of  devotion,  the '  Pilgrim's 
Progress'  of  the  Church  of  the  second  century,  which  was  spread 
far  and  wide  from  Italy  even  to  Greece,  Egypt  and  Abyssinia,  namely, 
the  once  universal,  once  canonical,  once  inspired,  now  forgotten  and  dis- 
paraged, but  always  curious  book,  called  ^e  "  Shepherd  of  Hennas." 

This  disproportion  between  the  almost  total  absence  of  this  figure 
in  the  works  of  the  learned,  and  its  predominant  prevalence  in  the 
thoughts  of  the  people  at  large  in  the  places  where  we  most  surely  touch 

*  Origen  (Horn.  v.  on  Jeremiah  ill.  152)  has  a  somewhat  detailed  reference. 
His  other  allusions  are  of  the  most  perfunctory  kind.  So  also  Cyprian  (Clem. 
Alex.  Prod.  i.  7,  9 ;  Strom,  i.  26),  has  similar  slight  references.  There  is  nothing 
in  Iren83U8  or  Justin,  and  only  two  passing  notices  in  Tertullian  (De  Patienti&, 
c.  12 :  De  Pudicitid,  o.  9),  besides  the  condemnatory  passage  (De  Pudicitia,  c.  13) 
referred  to  above. 
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the  hearts  and  thoughts  of  the  first  Christians — this  gives  the  answer 
to  the  question  wHSl  which  I  began  this  address, — What  was  the 
Religion  of  the  first  Christians  ?  It  was,  in  one  word,  the  Beligion  of 
the  Good  Shepherd.  The  kindness,  the  courage,  the  grace,  the  loye, 
the  beauty,  of  the  Qood  Shepherd  was  to  them,  if  we  may  so  say. 
Prayer  Book  and  Articles,  Creed  and  Canons,  all  in  one.  They  looked 
on  tiiat  figure,  and  it  conyeyed  to  them  all  that  they  wanted.  As  ages 
passed  on,  the  Good  Shepherd  faded  away  from  the  mind  of  the  Chris- 
tian world,  and  other  emblems  of  the  Christian  fiedth  have  taken  his 
place.  Instead  of  the  gracious  and  gentle  Shepherd,  there  came  the 
Omnipotent  Judge,  or  the  Crucified  Sufferer,  or  the  Infant  in  His 
Mother's  arms,  or  the  Master  in  His  Parting  Supper,  or  the  figures  of 
innumerable  saints  and  angels,  or  the  elaborate  expositions  of  the 
various  forms  of  theological  controversy. 

These  changes  may  have  been  inevitable.  Christianity  is  too  vast 
and  complex  to  be  confined  to  the  expressions  of  any  single  age,  or  of 
any  single  nation,  and  what  was  suitable  for  one  age  may  become 
unsuited  for  another.  Still,  it  is  useful  for  us  to  go  back  to  this  its 
earliest  form,  and  ask  what  must  have  been  the  ideas  suggested  by  it. 

(a)  It  was  an  instance  of  that  general  connection  which  I  just  now 
noticed  between  the  new  Christian  belief  and  the  old  Pagan  world. 
A  figure  not  unlike  the  Good  Shepherd  has  from  time  to  time 
appeared  in  the  Grecian  worship.  There  was  the  Hermes  Eriophorus 
— Mercury  with  the  ram — as  described  by  Pausanias.  There  were  also 
the  figures  of  dancing  shepherds  in  the  tombs  of  the  Nasones  near 
Bome.  In  one  instance  in  the  Christian  Catacombs,  the  Good  Shep- 
herd appears  surrounded  by  the  Three  Graces.*  In  the  tomb  of  GaUa 
Placidia,  He  might  well  be  the  youthful  Apollo  playing  with  his 
pipes  to  the  flocks  of  Admetus.  There  had  not  yet  sprung  up  the 
£Bar  of  taking  as  the  chief  symbol  of  Christianity  an  idea  or  a  figure 
which  would  be  equally  acknowledged  by  Pagans. 

(&)  It  represents  to  us  the  joyfvd,  cheerfid  side  of  Christianity,  of 
which  we  spoke  before.  Look  at  that  beautiful,  graceful  figure, 
bounding  down  as  if  from  his  native  hills,  with  the  happy  dbeep 
nestling  on  his  shoulder,  with  the  pastoral  pipes  in  his  hand,  bloom- 
ing in  immortal  youth.  It  is  the  exact  representation  of  the  Italian 
shepherd  as  we  constantly  encounter  him  on  the  Sabine  hills  at  this 
day,  holding  the  stray  lamb  on  his  shoulders,  with  a  strong  hand 
grasping  the  twisted  legs  as  they  hang  on  his  breast.  Just  such  a 
one  appears  on  a  fresco  in  the  so-called  house  of  Livia,  on  the 
Palatine.  That  is  the  primitive  conception  of  the  Founder  of  Chris- 
tianity. It  is  the  very  reverse  of  that  desponding,  foreboding, 
wailing  cry  that  we  have  often  heard  in  later  days,  as  if  His  religion 
were  going  to  die  out  of  the  world ;  as  if  He  were  some  dethroned 
prince,  whose  cause  was  to  be  cherished  only  by  the  reactionary,  losing, 
vanquished  parties  of  the  world  or  Church.     The  popular  conception 

•  De  BoBsi,  u.  858.  . 
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of  Him  in  the*  early  Chnrcli  was  of  the  strong,  the  joyous  youth,  of 
eternal  growth,  of  immortal  grace. 

(c)  It  represents  to  us  an  aspect  of  the  only  Christian  belief  that 
has  not  been  common  in  later  times,  but  of  which  we  find  occasional 
traces  eyen  in  the  writings  of  these  earlier  centuries,  namely,  that  the 
first  object  of  the  Christian  community  was  not  to  repel,  but  to  include 
— not  to  condemn,  but  to  save.  In  some  of  the  paintings  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  this  aspect  of  the  subject  is  emphasized  by  representing  the 
creature  on  his  shoulder  to  be  not  a  lamb,  but  a  kid ;  not  a  sheep,  but 
a  goat. 

It  is  this  which  provokes  the  indignant  remonstrance  of  Tertullian 
in  the  only  passage  of  the  Fathers  which  contains  a  distinct  reference 
to  the  popular  representation  of  the  Good  Shepherd ;  and  it  is  on  this 
unchristian  protest  that  the  most  classic  poet  and  the  keenest  critic  of 
our  day — I  need  hardly  name  Matthew  Arnold — founds  one  of  his  most 
touching  poems. 

"  *  He  saves  the  sheep— the  goats  he  doth  not  save ; ' 
So  spoke  the  fierce  Tertullian. 

But  she  sigh'd— 
The  infant  Church ;  of  love  she  felt  the  tide 
Stream  on  her  from  her  Lord's  yet  recent  grave ; 
And  then  she  smiled,  and  in  the  catacomb 
With  eje  sufixised,  but  heart  inspired  true, 
She  her  Good  Shepherd's  hasty  unage  drew, 
And  on  his  shoulder  not  a  lamb,  but  kid." 

(c2)  It  represents  to  us  the  extreme  simplicity  of  this  early  belief. 
It  seems  as  if  that  key-note  was  then  struck  in  the  popular  Chris- 
tianity of  those  first  ages,  which  has  in  its  best  aspects  made  it  the 
religion  of  little  children  and  guileless  peasants,  and  also  of  child- 
like philosophers  and  patriarchal  sages. 

There  is  here  nothing  strange,  difficult,  mysterious.  But  there 
was  enough  to  satisfy  the  early  Christian,  to  nerre  the  suffering 
martyr,  to  console  the  mourner.  When  Bosio,  the  fijist  explorer  of  the 
Catacombs  in  the  seventeenth  century,  opened  the  tomb  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  he  was  disappointed  when  he  found  only  the 
Good  Shepherd,  and  went  on  to  other  later  chambers  and  chapels, 
where  there  were  other  more  varied  pictures,  and  other  more  com- 
plicated emblems.  He  did  not  know  tiiat  this  one,  which  he  despised 
for  its  simplicity,  was  the  most  interesting  of  all,  because  the  earliest 
of  all. 

It  is  possible  that  others,  like  Bosio,  have  gone  farther  and  fared 
worse  in  their  dissatisfaction  at  so  simple  a  representation.  It  is  cer- 
tain, as  I  have  said,  that,  till  quite  modem  times,*  the  Good  Shepherd, 
and  the  ideas  which  the  figure  suggested,  had  become  as  strange  and 
rare  as  the  doctrines  of  later  times  would  have  seemed  strange  to  the 
dwellers  in  the  Catacombs. 

*  It  occurs  in  the  pictures  of  the  French  Huguenots  of  the  17th  century,  pre- 
served in  the  Protestant  Library  in  the  Place  Yenddme. 
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2.  The  Gk>od  Shepherd,  howeyer,  is  not  thq  only  figure  which  per- 
yades  the  tomb  of  Domitilla.  There  is  another  which  also,  in  like 
manner,  predominates  elsewhere. 

It  is  a  vine  painted  on  the  roof  and  on  the  walls,  with  its  branches 
spreading  and  twisting  themselves  in  every  direction,  loaded  with 
clusters  of  grapes,  and  seeming  to  reach  over  the  whole  chamber. 
And  sometimes  this  figure  of  the  Vine  is  the  only  sign  of  Christian 
belie£  In  the  tomb  of  Oonstantia,  the  sister  of  the  Emperor  Constan- 
tino, even  the  Qood  Shepherd  does  not  appear ;  the  only  decorations 
that  are  carved  on  her  coffin  and  painted  on  ^e  walls  are  children 
gathering  the  vintjage,  plucking  the  grapes,  carrying  baskets  of  grapes 
on  their  heads,  dancing  on  the  grapes  to  press  out  the  wine.  The 
period  in  which  the  figure  of  the  Vine  appears  is  more  restricted  than 
that  in  which  the  figure  of  the  Shepherd  appears.  But  taking,  again, 
the  tomb  of  Domitilla  as  our  main  example,  it  is  undeniable  that  if 
the  chief  thought  of  the  early  Christians  was  the  Gk>od  Shepherd,  the 
second  was  the  Vine  and  the  Vintage. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?  There  are  three  ideas  which  we 
may  suppose  to  have  been  represented. 

(a)  The  first  is  that  which  I  have  noticed  before— the  joyous  and 
festive  character  of  the  primitive  Christian  faith.  In  Eastern  coun- 
tries the  vintage  is  the  great  holiday  of  the  year.  In  the  Jewish 
Church  there  was  no  festival  so  gay  and  so  free  as  the  Feast  of 
Tabernacles,  when  they  gathered  the  fruit  of  the  vineyard,  and  en- 
joyed themselves  in  their  green  bowers  or  tabernacles. 

I  remember  hearing  Lord  Macaulay  describe,  with  all  his  force  of 
language  and  variety  of  iUustration,  how  natural  and  beautiful  was 
the  origin  of  the  heathen  legend,  which  represented  the  victorious 
march  of  Dionysus,  the  inventor  of  the  vine,  and  how  everyone 
must  have  been  enbranced  at  the  coming  in  of  their  new  guest — 
the  arrival  of  the  life-giving  grape — scattering  joy  and  merriment 
wherever  he  came.  Something  of  this  kind  seems  to  have  been  the 
sentiment  of  the  early  Christian  community.  No  doubt  the  monastic 
and  the  Puritan  element  existed  amongst  them  in  germ,  and  showed 
itself  in  the  writings  even  of  the  second  and  third  centuries ;  but  it 
is  evident  from  these  paintings  that  it  occupied  a  very  subordinate 
place  in  the  popular  mind  of  the  early  Boman  Christians. 

It  may  be  that  the  hideous  associations  which  northern  drunken- 
ness has  imported  into  these  festive  emblems  have  rendered  impossible 
to  modem  times  a  symbol  which  in  earlier  days  and  in  southern 
countries  was  still  permissible.  It  may  be  that  after  the  disappoint- 
ments, controversies,  persecutions,  mistakes,  scandals,  follies  of 
Christendom  for  the  last  seventeen  centuries,  it  is  impossible  to 
imagine  that  buoyant  heart,  that  hopeful  spirit,  which  then  was  easy 
and  natural.  Not  the  less,  however,  is  it  instructive  for  us  to  see  the 
joyous  gaiety,  the  innocent  Bacchanalia,  (with  which  our  first  fiithers 
started  in  the  dawn  of  that  journey  which  has  since  been  so  often 
overcast 
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(h)  There  was,  however,  perhaps  a  deeper  thoi/ght  in  this  figure. 
When  we  see  the  vine,  with  its  purple  clusters  spreading  itself  over 
the  roof  of  the  chamber,  it  is  difficult  not  to  feel  that  the  earlj 
Christians  had  before  their  minds  the  recollection  of  the  Parable  of 
"  The  Vine  and  the  Branches."  When  we  see  the  juice  of  the  grapes 
streaming  from  the  feet  of  those  who  tread  the  winepress, — the  figures, 
frequent  in  the  Jewish  Scriptures,  represented  in  colossal  form  over 
the  portal  of  the  Jewish  Temple,  carved  still  on  Jewish  sepulchres — 
culminating  to  the  Christian  mind  in  that  sacred  apologue.  It  was 
the  acoomit  which  they  gave  to  themselves  and  to  others  of  the 
benefits  of  their  new  religion.  What  they  valued,  what  they  felt,  was 
a  new  moral  influence,  a  new  life  stealing  through  their  veins,  a  new 
health  imparted  to  their  frames,  a  new  courage  breathing  in  their  faces, 
like  wine  to  a  weary  labourer,  like  sap  in  the  hundred  branches  of  a 
spreading  tree,  like  juice  in  the  thousand  clusters  of  a  spreading  vine. 

Where  this  life  was,  there  was  the  sign  of  their  religion.  By 
what  special  channel  it  came,  whether  through  books  or  treatises, 
whether  through  bishops  or  presbyters,  whether  through  this  doctrine 
or  that,  this  the  paintings  in  the  Catacombs — at  least  in  the  earliest 
Catacombs — do  not  tell  us.  All  that  we  see  is  the  Grood  Shepherd  on 
one  side,  and  the  spreading  Vine  and  joyous  vintage  on  the  other  side. 
It  was  an  influence  as  subtle,  as  persuasive,  as  difficult  to  &i,  into  one 
uniform  groove,  as  what  we  call  the  influence  of  love,  or  marriage,  or 
law,  or  civilization. 

(c)  The  figure  of  the  Vine,  as  seen  in  the  Catacombs,  suggests 
perhaps  one  other  idea  —  the  idea  of  what  was  then  meant  by 
Christian  unity.  The  branches  of  the  Vine  are  infinite;  no  other 
plant  throws  out  so  many  ramifications,  which  twist  and  dasp  and 
turn  and  hang  and  creep  and  rise  and  fall  in  so  many  festoons  and 
roots  and  clusters  and  branches,  over  trees  and  houses ;  sometimes 
high,  sometimes  low,  sometimes  graceful,  sometimes  deformed,  some- 
times straight,  sometimes  crooked.  But  in  all  there  is  the  same 
life-giving  juice,  the  same  delicious  fragrance.  That  is  the  figure  of 
the  Vine  as  we  see  it  in  the  tomb  of  S.  Domitilla.  It  is  a  likeness — 
whether  intended  or  not — of  the  variety  and  unity  of  Christian 
goodness. 

Y.  There  is  one  other  subject  on  which  we  should  naturally  expect 
in  these  Catacombs  to  learn  some  tidings  of  the  belief  of  the  early 
Christians,  and  that  is  concerning  the  £ture  life  and  the  departed. 
This  we  gather  partly  from  their  paintings,  but  chiefly  from  their 
epitaphs. 

In  these  representations  there  are  three  such  characteristics, 
agreeing  with  what  we  have  already  noticed. 

1.  First,  there  is  the  same  simplicity.  If  for  a  moment  we  look  at 
the  paintings  on  this  subject,  in  what  form  are  the  souls  of  the  dead 
presented  to  us  ?  Almost  always  in  the  form  of  little  birds;  sometimes 
with  bright,  gay  plumage — peacocks,  pheasants,  and  the  like ;  more 
often  as  doves.    There  was  here,  no  doubt,  the  child-like  thought,  that 
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the  Bonl  of  man  is  like  a  bird  of  passage,  which  nestles  here  in  the 
outward  frame  of 'flesh  for  a  time,  and  then  flies  away  beyond  the  sea 
to  some  brighter,  warmer  home.  There  was  the  thought  that  the 
Christian  sonl  onght  to  be  like  "  the  birds  of  the  air,*'  according  to 
the  Gospel  phrase,  without  anxiety  or  solicitude.  There  was  the 
thought  also  that  each  Ohristian  sonl  is,  like  the  dove,  a  messenger 
of  peace,  is  part  of  the  heavenly  brood  which  flies  upwards  towards 
that  Spirit  of  which  it  is  the  emanation  and  the  likeness. 

And  when  we  come  to  the  epitaphs  of  the  ancient  dead,  we  find 
still  the  same  simple  feeling.  There  is  no  long  description ;  till  the 
third  century,  not  eyen  the  date;  no  formal  profession  of  belief;  no 
catalogue  either  of  merits  or  demerits ;  but,  generally  speaking,  one 
short  word  to  tell  of  the  tender  sentiment  of  natural  affection :  *'  My 
most  sweet  child " ;  "My  most  sweet  wife";  "My  most  dear  husband"; 
"My  innocent  dove";  "My  well-deserving  father  or  mother"; 
"Such  and  such  an  one  lived  together,  wi^out  any  complaint  or 
quarrel,  without  taking  or  giving  offence." 

Amongst  all  the  epitaphs  and  monuments  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
there  is  one,  and  one  only,  which  reminds  us  of  the  Catacombs.  It  is 
that  of  a  little  Yorkshire  girl,  who  lies  in  the  cloisters,  and  who  died 
in  the  midst  of  the  troubles  which  preceded  the  Bevolution  of  1688. 
There  are  just  the  dates,  and  the  name  of  her  brother,  whom  the 
parents  had  lost  a  short  time  before,  and  who  is  buried  in  St.  Helen's 
Church,  in  York;  and  all  that  they  say  of  her  is,  ^  Jane  Lister^ 
dear  chUdJ"  That  is  exactly  like  the  Catacombs ;  that  is  the  perpetual 
sympathy  of  human  nature.  In  these  words  the  whole  Christian 
world,  from  the  nineteenth  century  to  the  first,  "  is  kin." 

And  if,  in  the  outpouring  of  this  natural  affection,  the  survivors 
from  time  to  time  refuse  to  lose  sight  of  the  dead  in  the  other  world, 
it  Lb  still  to  be  remarked  that  the  communion  with  them  rests  on  this 
family  bond,  and  on  none  other.  There  is  one  touching  devotional 
poem  of  modem  date,  which  seems  to  me  more  than  any  other  to 
recall  the  peculiar  feeling  of  the  early  Catacombs  in  this  respect  It 
is  that  of  the  Bussian  poet  Chamiakofi^  on  visiting  the  nursery  of  his 
dead  children : — 

^*  Time  was  when  I  loved  at  still  midnight  to  come, 
My  children,  to  see  you  asleep  in  your  room ; 
Dear  children,  at  that  same  still  midnight  do  ye, 
As  I  once  prayed  for  you,  now  in  turn  pray  for  me."  * 

2.  But  besides  these  expressions  of  natural  affection,  there  are  two 
expressions  of  religious  devotion  which  constantly  occur.  The  first  is 
repeated  almost  in  every  epitaph — "In  peace.*'  It  is  the  phrase 
which  the  early  Christians  took  from  the  Jews.  In  the  Jewish  Cata- 
combs it  is  found  in  the  Hebrew  word — "Shalom.**  As  the  expressions 
which  I  have  just  quoted  indicate  the  link  between  the  belief  of  the 
early  Christians  and  the  natural  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  so 

*  I  have  ventured  to  borrow  the  translation  of  the  Bev.  William  Palmer. 
VoL.Vn.     (No.  61.)  z 
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does  this  indicate  the  link  between  their  belief  and  that  of  ancient 
Judaism.  But  its  earnest  reiteration  gives  a  special  force  to  it.  It 
conveys  their  assurance  that  whatever  else  was  the  other  world,  it 
was  at  least  a  world  of  rest  The  wars,  the  jealousies,  the  jars,  the 
contentions,  the  misappiehensions,  the  disputes  of  the  Boman  Empire 
and  of  the  Christian  Church,  would  there  at  last  be  finished.  '* Sleep" 
— "repose" — is  the  word — vague,  indefinite,  but  sufficient — ^for  the 
condition  of  their  departed  friends.  The  burial-places  of  the  world 
henceforth  became  what  they  were  first  called  in  the  Catacombs— or  at 
least  first  *  called  on  an  extensive  scale — cemeteries — that  is,  "sleep- 
ing-places." 

3.  There  is  one  other  word  which  occurs  frequently  after  the 
mention  of  "  peace,"  and  that  is,  ^Live  in  Qod"  or  "thou  shalt  live  in 
God,"  or  "mayest  thou  live  in  God,"  or  "  thou  Hvest  in  God."  This  is 
the  yet  fiurther  step  from  simple  innocence,  from  Oriental  resignation. 
That  is  the  early  Christians'  expression  of  the  ground  of  their  belief  in 
immortality.  We  might  perhaps  have  expected  some  more  precise 
allusion  to  the  sacred  name  by  which  they  were  especially  called,  or  to 
some  of  those  Gospel  stories  of  which  we  do,  at  least  in  the  third 
century,  find  representations  in  their  pictures.  But  in  these  epitaphs 
it  is  not  so.  They  were  content  in  the  written  expression  of  their  belief 
to  repose  their  hopes  in  the  highest  name  of  all. 

These  simple  words — "  Vive  in  JDeo  "  and  "  Vivas  in  Deo  " — describe 
what  to  them  was  the  object  and  the  ground  of  their  existence  for  the 
first  three  centuries.  They  last  appear  in  the  year  880,  and  after  that 
appear  no  more  again  till  quite  modem  times,  in  curious  imitation  of 
them,  as  for  example  in  the  beautiful  epitaph  on  the  late  lamented 
Duke  John  of  Tortlonia,  in  the  Church  of  S.  John  Lateran.  As  a 
general  rule,  nowhere  now,  either  in  Boman  Catholic  or  Protestant 
churches,  do  we  ever  see  these  once  universal  expressions  of  the 
ancient  hope.  They  have  been  superseded  by  more  definite,  more 
detailed,  more  positive  statements.  Perhaps  if  they  were  now  used 
they  would  be  thought  Deistic,  or  Theistio,  or  Pantheistic,  or  Atheistic. 
But  when  we  reflect  upon  them,  they  run  very  deep  down  into  the 
heart  both  of  philosophy  and  of  Christianity.  They  express  the  hope 
that  because  the  Supreme  Good  lives  for  ever,  all  that  is  good  and 
true  will  live  for  ever  also.  They  express  the  hope  that  because  the 
Universal  Father  lives  for  ever,  we  can  safely  trust  into  His  loving 
hands  the  souls  of  those  whom  we  have  loved,  and  whom  He,  we 
cannot  help  believing,  has  loved  also. 

Perhaps  the  more  we  think  of  this  ancient  style  of  epitaph,  we 
shall  find  that  it  is  not  the  less  true  because  now  it  is  never  written ; 
not  the  less  consoling  because  it  is  so  ancient ;  not  the  less  compre- 
hensive because  it  is  so  simple,  so  short,  and  so  childlike. 

VI.  Let  me  briefly  sum  up  what  I  have  said  on  these  representa- 
tions of  the  early  Christian  belief. 

*  MomnuBen  says  that  the  words  Koifirrrftpioy,  accvbitorium,  are  not  exclusively 
Christian. 
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1.  They  differ  widely  in  proportion,  in  selection,  and  in  character, 
from  the  representations  of  belief  which  we  find  in  the  contempo- 
raneous Ohristian  authors,  and  thus  give  us  a  striking  example  of  the 
divergence  which  often  exists  between  the  actual  living,  popular 
belief,  and  that  which  we  find  in  books.  They  differ  also  in  the 
same  respects,  though  even  more  widely,  from  the  forms  adopted, 
not  only  by'  ourselves,  but  by  the  whole  of  Christendom,  for  nearly 
fifteen  hundred  years :  they  show  what  it  is  never  without  interest 
to  observe,  the  immense  divergence  in  outward  expression  of  belief 
between  those  ages  and  our  own.  The  forms  which  we  use  were 
unused  by  them,  and  the  forms  which  they  used,  for  the  most  paxt  are 
unused  by  us. 

2.  The  substance  of  the  faith  which  these  forms  expressed  is 
such  as,  when  it  is  put  before  us,  we  at  once  recognize  to  be  true. 

It  might  sometimes  be  worth  while  to  ask  whether  what  are  called 
attacks  or  defences  of  our  religion  are  directed  in  the  slightest  degree 
for  or  against  the  ideas  which,  as  we  have  seen,  constitute  the  chief 
materials  of  the  faith  and  life  of  the  early  Christians.  In  a  well-known 
Grerman  book,  entitled  *  The  Old  and  New  Belief,'  there  is  an  elaborate 
attack  on  whAt  the  writer  calls  "the  Old  Belief."  Of  the  various 
articles  of  that  ^'  old  belief"  which  he  enumerates,  hardly  one  appears 
conspicuously  in  the  Catacombs.  Of  the  special  forms  of  belief  which 
appear  in  the  Catacombs,  hardly  one  is  mentioned  in  the  catalogue  of 
doctrines  so  vehemently  assailed  in  that  work.  The  belief  of  the 
Catacombs,  as  a  general  rule,  is  not  that  which  is  either  defended 
by  modem  theologians  *  or  attacked  by  modem  sceptics. 

3.  When  we  reflect  that  these  same  ideas  which  form  the  all-sufficing 
creed  of  the  early  Church,  are  not  openly  disputed  by  any  Church  or 
sect  in  Christendom,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  ask  whether,  after  all, 
there  is  anything  very  absurd  in  supposing  that  all  Christians  have 
something  in  common  with  each  other.  The  pictures  of  the  Qood 
Shepherd  and  of  the  Vine,  the  devotional  language  of  the  epitaphs — 
I  know  not  whether  they  would  be  called  sectarian  or  unsectaiian, 
denominational  or  undenominational — but  they  have  not  been  watch- 
words of  parties ;  no  public  meetings  have  been  held  for  defending  or 
abolishing  them,  no  persecutions  or  prosecutions  have  been  set  on  foot 
to  put  them  down  or  to  set  them  up ;  and  yet  it  is  certain  that,  by  the 
early  Christians,  they  were  not  thought  vague,  fleeting,  unsubstantial, 
colourless,  but  were  the  food  of  their  daily  lives — their  hope  under  the 
severest  trials — the  very  dogma  of  dogmas,  if  we  choose  so  to  call 
them — the  very  life  of  tiieir  life. 

[A.  P.  8.] 

*  In  the  Lateran  MuBeum  are  two  or  three  oompartmenta  of  epitaphs  claased 
under  the  head  of  '*  illuBtrations  of  dogmas,*'  But  the  only  instanoe  that  ean  be 
possibl V  construed  as  relating  to  a  dogma  oontroverted  by  any  Christian  Church 
is  the  doubtful  abbreviation  In  D.  Ckristo;  which  may  be  either  Deo  or  Divo. 
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LL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

[onday,  June  1, 1874. 

.  F.B.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

r.  James  Langton  Clarke,  MA. 

Q  EUes,  Esq. 

Gostling,  Esq. 

Langley,  Esq. 

r.  John  Lane  Oldham,  M.A.  F.GJ&. 

Power,  Esq.  F.E.G.S. 

liie  Royal  Listitution. 

)f  the  Members  were  given  to  the  Lobd 
e  present  of  *  The  Life,  Works,  and  FamiJj 
*tescue,  Ent  Chief  Justice  and  Lord  Chaii- 
le  Sixth.'  (Edited  by  Lord  Clermont,  and 
mtion.)    2  vols.    4io.     1869. 

:  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
be  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz.  :— 

amal,  1873,  Part  1,  Na  4 ;  Part  2,  Noe.  1,  2.    8wk 
Bto. 

Monthly  Notioes,  Vol.  XXXIV.  No.  6.    8?o.    1874. 
tute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-4,  No.  10.    4to. 
May,  1874.    8vo. 

ttor)--Sir  John  Fortesoue:  His  Life,  Works,  aod 
d  for  private  circulation.)    2  vols.    4to.     1869. 
f?.J.  (the  Authary^OhBerYaHouB   ou  bleeplesHnes&i 

»r  for  May,  1874.    8to. 
4to. 

74.    4ta. 
bl. 

L    4to. 

)  for  May,  1874.     fol. 
•May,  1874.    4to. 

,'  1874.    8vo. 
May.  1874.    8vo. 
,1874.    8vo. 
.  (the  -4 M//tor)— Algebra  identified  with  Geomctrr. 
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Franklin  /««fe<irf«- JoUrnfd,  No.  580.    8vo.     1874. 
Geographical  SocieU^  72oya2— -Journal  for  1873.    8vo.     1874. 
Gedlogioal  Institute^  Imperial^  Vienna — Jahrbnoh,  1874.    No.  1.    8vo. 

Verhandlungen,  1874,  Nos.  1-6.    8vo. 
Inm  and  Steel  /wuh'^Mte— Jouma],  1873,  Vol.  I.  No.  2.    8vo.    1874. 
Liverpool  Polyteclmio  Society  ^JawmaX,  Apiil,  May,  1874.    8vo. 
Mechanical  Engineer»*  InHUution,  Birmingham — Prooeedings.  Jan.  1874     8to. 
Preueeische  Akademie  der  Winenechaften — Monatsberichte :  Marz,  1874.    8vo. 
Puyah  de  la  BaeUda,  Bon  Vicente  (the  Auihcry-T&onA  de  los  Nomeros.    (O  16) 

16to.    1874. 
Royal  Society  of  London — Prooeedings,  No.  152.    8yo.    1874. 
Shipley,  Bev,  Otbey,  M.A.  (the  EdUory-The  Church  and  the  World.    Essays  on 

Questions  of  the  Day,  in  1866  and  1887.    By  Various  Writers.     2  vols. 

8vo.    1867-8. 
Tynddll,  Profeewr,  B,C.L,  LL.D.  F.R,8,  &e,  (the  Author)'-The  Forms  of  Water. 

4th  Edition.    lOmo.    1874. 
United  Service  InHUutionj  Boyal—Joiim&l :  Appendix  to  Vol.  XVII.    8vo.    1874. 
WUd^  M,  S.  (the  Director)— AnnoXen  des  Physikalischen  Ccntral-Observatoriums, 

Jahrgans.  1872.    4to.    1873. 
Wooduforth, «/.  Af.  M.D.  (the  iltitfior)— Itepart  on  Marine  Hospital  Sorvice,  United 

States.    8to.    1873. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING. 

Friday,  June  6,  1874. 

Gbobok  Bd8k,  Esq.  F.RS.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Paofsssob  J.  BuBDON  Sandebson,  M.D.  F.B.S. 

On  the  Mechanism  of  the  Leaf  of  Dionaa  Muscipulay  and  on  the  Electrical 
Phenomena  which  accompany  its  (Jontraction. 

Afteb  introductory  observations  on  the  application  of  the  experimental 
method  in  the  study  of  physiology,  the  sp^er  proceeded  to  divide  his 
subject  into  two  parts.  Li  the  fiist  he  proposed  to  describe  and  illus- 
trate the  general  characters  of  the  plant ;  in  the  second,  to  discuss  the 
property  of  contractility  possessed  by  the  leaf,  and  to  demonstrate 
its  complete  similarity  to  that  of  the  contractile  tissues  of  animals,  by 
a  series  of  experiments. 

Pabt  I. — Description  of  the  leaf  of  Bioncea,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  it 
catches  and  digests  insects. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  plant  was  illustrated  by  a  large  drawing. 
It  belongs  to  the  oi^er  Droseraceaa,  a  very  small  but  very  natural  order, 
t.6.  one  of  which  each  species  exhibits  the  signs  of  original  relationship 
very  distinctly.  It  is  one  in  respect  of  which  it  is  also  evident  enough 
that  the  relationship  is  rather  one  of  descent  than  of  community  of 
parentage,  for  the  common  peculiarities  by  which  the  plants  which 
form  it  are  distinguished  from  other  plants,  are  not  possessed  by  all  of 
them  in  anything  like  equal  degree ;  so  that  here,  as  elsewhere  among 
plants  and  animals,  we  have  indications  that  the  more  perfect  forms 
stand  to  the  less  perfect  rather  in  the  relation  of  descendants  than  in 
that  of  cousins.  The  most  striking  of  these  peculiarities  is  one  of 
function,  not  of  structure.  It  lies  in  this,  that  all  the  members  of  the 
order  exhibit  in  one  form  or  other  adaptedness  to  one  end — the  catch- 
ing and  digesting  of  insects.  These  animal  endowments,  which  have 
for  some  years  engaged  the  attention  of  our  great  naturalist,  are  pos- 
sessed by  each  species  in  a  degree  which  in  the  main  corresponds  to 
the  completeness  of  the  plant's  development  in  regard  of  form  and 
structure ;  so  that  each  advance  from  a  less  to  a  greater  perfection  in 
these  respects,  is  accompanied  by  an  improvement  in  the  adaptedness 
of  the  mechanism  by  which  insects  are  caught  and  digested. 

DionsBa  stands  cdone  at  the  head  of  its  order ;  for  in  all  respects, 
both  as  regards  structure  and  as  regards  the  perfection  of  its  insect- 
catching  mechanism,  it  is  superior  to  all  the  rest.  Like  the  Droseras 
of  our  English  bogs,  it  requires  only  soft,  damp  moss  to  root  in,  and 
its  roots  are  correspondingly  simple.    Its  flowers  possess  little  beauty. 
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and  for  us,  very  little  interest.  It  is  on  the  leaves  that  our  attention 
must  be  fixed. 

The  leaf  is  of  a  yery  peculiar  form.  Its  blade  consists  of  two 
nearly  semicircular  lobes,  joined  together  along  their  straight 
borders  by  a  strong  midrib.  On  to  this  midrib  the  two  lobes,  when 
the  leaf  is  open,  are  set  nearly  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  The 
curred  outer  edge  of  each  lobe  is  strengthened  by  a  hem,  from  which 
some  twenty  spikes  spring  on  either  side,  which  are  directed  towards 
the  concavity  of  the  leaf.  The  under  surface  of  the  leaf  is  bright 
green,  smooUi  and  glistening,  and  is  marked  with  parallel  streaks 
which  run  outwards  from  the  midrib ;  but  the  upper  surfEUse  is  pink, 
owing  this  colour  to  its  being  beset  with  little  red  bosses,  too  small  to 
be  seen  by  the  naked  eye,  which  are  called  glands.  In  addition  to 
these  glands,  there  are  on  each  lobe  three  delicate  hair-like  spines 
or  filaments,  which  are  always  arranged  as  if  at  the  comers  of  a 
triangular  space,  about  the  middle  of  the  upper  surface.  The  petiole, 
or  leaf-stalk,  is  of  the  shape  of  the  handle  of  a  teaspoon,  the  only 
difference  being  that  its  upper  surface  is  channelled  along  the  middle, 
instead  of  being  flat  By  its  broad  end  it  is  united  to  the  leaf  by  a 
narrow  isthmus,  of  about  half  a  line  in  breadth. 

Whenever  an  insect,  or  any  other  object,  touches  however  lightly 
any  of  the  six  filaments  above  mentioned,  the  lobes  close  sharply  upon 
it,  just  as  a  rat-trap  closes  on  the  animal  caught ;  the  closure  is  at 
first,  however,  only  partial.  When  the  leaf  is  thus  half  closed,  it  is 
easy  to  see  what  is  the  significance  of  the  two  sets  of  prongs  along  its 
edges.  They  are  observed  to  be  set  alternately  along  the  borders  of 
the  two  lobes,  so  as  to  fit  into  each  other  as  the  teeth  of  a  rat-trap  do. 
The  reason  why  the  leaf  does  not  at  once  close  firmly  on  its  prey — 
at  first  sight  not  very  apparent — Mr.  Darwin  has  been  able  to  explain 
by  observing  what  happens  when  an  insect  finds  itself  caught  and 
attempts  to  escape.  If  it  is  small,  it  easily  makes  its  way  through  the 
grating  formed  by  the  crossing  of  the  teeth,  and  in  this  case,  the  leaf 
expands  again  very  gradually,  and  is  then  ready  for  another  victim. 
If  it  is  large,  all  its  efforts  to  regain  its  liberty  are  futile.  Bepelled 
by  its  prison  bars,  it  is  driven  back  upon  the  sensitive  filaments,  which 
project  into  the  interior  of  its  cell,  and  again  irritates  them.  By  doing 
so  it  occasions  a  second  and  more  vigorous  contraction  of  the  lobes. 
The  result  is  that  the  creature  is  this  time  not  only  captured,  but 
crushed,  to  be  eventually  digested. 

The  leaf  having  thus  closed,  remains  for  a  week  or  more  in  the 
same  state.  At  first  the  two  lobes  are  so  flatly  pressed  against  each 
other  that  the  insect  between  them  forms  a  bulging  projection  on 
either  side.  But  soon  a  quantity  of  juice  is  secreted  by  the  internal 
surface  of  the  leaf,  which  as  it  collects  distends  the  space  occupied  by 
the  insect,  which  after  a  time  becomes  difQuent,  and  is  eventually 
absorbed.  This  process  of  gradual  liquefaction  and  absorption  Mr. 
Darwin  has  shown  by  numerous  experiments  to  be  of  the  same  nature 
as  that  by  which  food  is  digested  in  the  stomach  of  the  higher  animals. 
(This  was  illustrated  by  experiments.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


334  Profeaaor  J,  Burdan  Sanderson  [June  5, 

Pabt  II. — Ea^kerimenUd  demonstration  that  the  contractilittf  of  IHoncea 
corresponds  in  all  important  respects  with  that  of  the  contractile  tissues 
of  animals. 

The  speaker  began  bj  pointing  out  that  in  all  the  sciences  of 
observation  the  process  by  which  we  learn  to  understand  new  facts  is 
that  of  comparing  them  with  those  previonsly  known,  and  that  accord- 
iftglj  he  would  make  all  his  experiments  comparativa  He  would 
first  make  experiments  to  illustrate  some  of  the  leading  properties  of 
contractile  tissues,  particularly  the  very  remarkable  relation  between 
contraction  and  the  electrical  changes  which  accompany  it,  and  then 
repeat  the  same  experiments  with  the  Dionaea  leaf;  whence  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  correspondence  between  the  two  series  of  phenomena 
is  so  complete  that  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  of  their  essential  identity. 
But  before  proceeding,  it  would  be  advisable  to  state  the  grounds  of 
comparison  generally,  including  some  particulars,  which,  although 
there  was  not  time  to  illustrate  them  experimentally,  were  of  no  less 
importance  than  the  others. 

The  best  example  of  contractility  in  the  higher  animals  is  that  of 
voluntary  muscle — the  best,  not  merely  because  it  exhibits  the  pro- 
perty of  contracting  in  answer  to  excitation  in  perfection,  but  because 
it  has  been  so  perfectly  investigated  by  physicists,  that  the  conditions 
under  which  the  property  manifests  itself  are  very  exactly  known. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  most  important  facts  as  regards 
muscle : — 

(1)  In  contracting  it  changes  its  shape,  but  not  its  bulk.  Most 
muscles  are  spindle-shaped.  In  contracting,  a  muscle  becomes  shorter, 
but  at  the  same  time  thicker  in  corresponding  proportion,  so  that 
although  its  ends  are  nearer  to  each  other,  its  bulk  remains  unaltered. 

(2)  This  change  of  shape  of  the  whole  muscle  depends  on  an 
exactly  similar  change  of  shape  of  every  particle  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed. This  might  be  inferred  from  the  consideration  that  a  muscle 
is  not  an  apparatus  made  up  of  parts  differing  from  each  other  in  struc- 
ture, but  a  mass  of  substance  equally  instinct  with  life  in  every  part. 
We  know  it  to  be  the  case  by  direct  observation,  for  if  we  observe 
living  muscle  in  the  act  of  contraction  under  the  microscope  (as  can 
easily  be  done  in  the  muscles  of  insects),  we  see  that  each  minutest 
fibre  participates  in  the  change  of  form. 

The  same  holds  good  as  regards  the  plant  The  agent  in  the 
contraction  is  the  protoplasm,  by  which  &e  cells  forming  the  con- 
tractile organs  are  lined.  This,  as  Mr.  Darwin  has  shown,  exhibits 
under  the  influence  of  irritation  changes  of  form  which,  although  they 
do  not  resemble  those  which  we  see  in  contracting  muscle,  are  no  less 
distinct  and  characteristic. 

(8)  Muscle,  like  every  other  living  tissue,  is  the  seat,  so  long  as 
it  lives,  of  chemical  changes,  which,  if  the  tissue  is  mature,  consist 
entirely  in  the  disintegration  of  chemical  compounds  and  the  dissfpa^- 
tion  of  the  force  stored  up  in  these  compounds,  in  the  form  of  heat  or 
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some  other  kind  of  motion.  This  happens  when  the  muscle  is  at  rest, 
but  much  more  actively  when  it  is  contracting,  in  which  condition  it 
not  only  produces  more  heat  than  it  produces  at  other  times,  but  also 
may  do, — and,  under  ordinary  circumstances  does— mechanical  work; 
these  effects  of  contraction  of  muscle  are,  of  course,  dependent  in  quan- 
tity on  the  chemical  disintegration  which  goes  on  in  its  interior. 

(4)  Finally,  muscle  so  long  as  it  is  in  the  living  state  is  electro- 
motive. This  property  it  probably  possesses  in  conmion  with  other 
living  tissues,  for  it  is  very  likely  that  every  vital  act  is  connected  with 
electrical  change  in  the  Hving  part  But  in  muscle,  as  well  as  other 
irritable  and  contractile  tissues  in  animals,  the  manifestation  of 
electromotive  force  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  special  function 
of  the  tissue,  t.  e.  with  contraction,  the  connection  being  of  such  a 
nature  that  the  electromotive  force  expresses,  not  the  work  actually 
done  at  any  given  moment,  but  the  capacity  for  work.  Thus,  so  long 
as  the  muscle  lives,  its  electromotive  force  is  found  to  be  on  the 
whole  proportional  to  its  vigour.  As  it  gradually  loses  its  vitality, 
its  power  of  contracting  and  its  electromotive  force  disappear  pari 
pa89u.  When  it  contracts,  the  manifestation  of  eUctromotive  force 
diminishes  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  contraction^  and  ceases  when 
the  contraction  is  complete. 

These  propositions  were  illustrated  by  experiments,  showing : — 

1.  That  muscle  when  stimulated  contracts,  changing  its  form  and 
doing  work. 

2.  That  the  electromotive  force  of  muscle,  as  shown  galvanosco* 
pically,  declines  when  it  contracts. 

3.  That  this  happens  also  when  muscle  contracts  automatically. 

4.  That  the  same  result  is  observed  when  the  leaf  of  Dionaaa  is 
excited  either  mechanically  or  electrically. 

5.  That  in  Dion»a  the  period  which  elapses  between  the  stimula- 
tion and  its  effect  (period  of  latent  stimulation)  is  much  longer  than 
in  muscle ;  and  that 

6.  Eadi  stimulation  is  succeeded  by  a  period  of  exhaustion,  during 
which,  although  its  electromotive  force  i^  restored,  it  is  not  excitable. 

In  commenting  on  the  last  experiment  the  speaker  cautioned  the 
physiological  student  against  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  likely  mis- 
apprehension of  the  facts.  When  muscle  or  Dion»a  contracts,  electro- 
motive force  disappears  and  work  is  done ;  but  there  is  no  reason  for 
supposing  that  there  is  any  conversion  of  the  one  effect  into  the  other, 
or  tibat  &e  source  of  the  force  exercised  by  the  muscle  or  the  leaf 
in  contracting  is  electrical. 

[The  plants  used  in  the  experiments  and  exhibited  at  the  lecture, 
had  been  obtained  through  the  kindness  of  the  Director  of  the  Boyal 
Gardens,  Kew.  They  had  been  cultivated  expressly  for  the  occasion, 
and  were  in  an  unusually  advanced  growth  for  the  season.] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  July  6,  1874. 

The  Eabl  op  Bossb,  D.G.L.  F.R.8.  yioe-Preeident, 
in  the  Ohair. 

William  Walter  Brocklehurst,  Esq. 
Bernard  Dietz,  Esq. 
William  Thomas  Hustwitt,  Esq. 
Frank  Philip  Leon,  Esq. 
Charles  D.  F.  Phillips,  M.D. 
Winwood  Eeade,  Esq. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Royal  Listitution. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  Ladt  Fellows,  the  widow  of  Sm 
Charles  Fellows,  who  was  long  a  Member  and  frequently  a  Manager 
of  the  Royal  Institution,  had  bequeathed  to  the  Institution  her 
Drawings  of  Sir  Charles's  celebrated  Collection  of  Watches,  be- 
queathed by  him  to  the  British  Museum. 

The  Presents  receiyed  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FBOM 

ATnerican  Academy  of  Arts  and  Scieneea —  Proceedings,  Vol.  Yin.  Noa.  64-84. 
8vo.    1873. 

Complete  Works  of  Count  Rumford.    Vols.  IL  III.    8vo.    1873-4. 
American  PhUowphicaX  Society — ^Transactions,  New  Series,  Vol.  XV.  Part  1.   4to. 
1873. 

Proceedings  for  1873.    8vo. 
Asiatic  Sodety,  iJoyoZ.— Journal,  Vol.  VIL  Part  1.    8vo.    1874. 
Aetronomcal  Society,  i?oyoZ— Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXIV.  No.  7.    8vo.    1874. 
British  Architects,  Soydl  Institute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-4,  No.  11.    4to. 
ChemicaX  Sodety—Joumtil  for  June,  1874.    8vo. 
Editors — ^American  Journal  of  Science  for  June,  1874.    8vo. 

Astronomical  Register  for  June,  1874.    8vo. 

Athensaum  for  June,  1874.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  June,  1874.    4to. 

Engineer  for  June,  1874.    fol. 

Food  Journal  for  June,  1874.    4to. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  June,  1874.    fol. 

Journal  of  Gas-liighting  for  June,  1874.    4to. 

Nature  for  June,  1874.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  June,  1874,    8vo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  June,  1874.    8vo. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  June,  1874.    8vo. 
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Edmond»y  B.  Esq.  {the  Authory-On  the  Name  <* Britain"  and  the  Phoenicians. 

(Devon  Aasoc.  Trans.  1871.)    8vo.    1871. 
Oscillations  in  Lake  Ontario^  &c.  (*  Quart.  Journal  of  Science/  1874.)    8vo. 
FratMin  Jiwtttirfc— Journal,  No.  581.    8vo.    1874^ 

Geographical  Society,  iZo^ol— Proceedings,  Vol.  XYIIL  No.  3.    8yo.    1874. 
GeaogUxd  i9oot«(y--QuarterIy  Journal,  No.  118.    8yo.    1874. 
Gladioney  Dr,  J.  H.  FJR.8.  M.B.L — L'A^ronaute :  BuUetin  Mensuel  International 

do  la  Navigation  Adrienne :  dirig^  par  Dr.  A.  H.  de  Villeneuve.  8yo.  1873-4. 
Kershaw,  8.  W.  M,A.  {the  ilufAor)— Lambeth  Palace  Library  and  its  Kentish 

Memoranda  (with  his  *' Art  Treasures").    8yo.    1874. 
Leeds  PhUoeophical  -S^oaVrfy.— Report,  1872-73.    8vo.    1874. 
ManchesUr  Geological  <8oete<y— Transactions,  Vol.  Xm.  Part  4.    8yo.     1874. 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  i?oyaZ— Proceedings,  Part  39.    8yo.    1874. 
Meteorological  Oi/!ce— Quarterly  Weather  Report,  1873.    Part  2.    4to. 
Meteorological  S^cMty— Quarterly  Journal,  New  Series,  Nos.  9, 10.    Svo.    1874. 
Photogrmphio  Society — Journal,  No.  251.    8vo.    1874. 
Smith,  H.A.  Esq.  (the  ilt<^or>— Chemistry  of  the  Sulphuric  Acid  Manufacture. 

l«to.    1873. 
St.  Petersburg  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences — M^oires,  YIP  S^e,  Tome  XIX. 

Nos.  8-10.    Tome  XX.    Tome  XXI.  Nos.  1-5.    4to.    1872-3. 
Bulletins,  Tome  XVIU.  Nos.  3-5.    Tome  XIX.  Nos.  1-3.    4to.    1872-3. 
Repertorium  fiir  Meteorologie,  Band  III.    4to.    1874. 
Symons^  G.  J.  Esq.  (the  Atdhor)—&jmomf  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 

June,  1874.    8vo. 
Tozer,  Serjeant  J.  LL.D.  M.A.  MM.L  (jOae  Avihory-Ou.  Identity  of  Method  in 

the  Search  for  Truth.    Jurisprudence.    (K  100)    8vo.    1874. 
United  States  Naval  Observatory — ^Washington  Astronomical  and  Meteorological 

Observations  for  1871.    4to.    1873. 
United  Service  Institution,  Royal — Journal,  No.  76.    8va    1874. 
Victoria  IfMWttte— Journal,  No.  29.    8vo.    1874. 

Wisconsin  State  Agricultural  Society-— TnnaAcdona,  Vols.  X.  XI.    8vo.     1872. 
Zoological  fiiwfe^— Transactions,  Vol.  VIIL  Noa.  7,  8.    4to.    1874. 
Proceedings,  1873,  No.  3.     1874,  No.  1.    8vo. 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  November  2, 1874. 

Wabbbn  Db  ia  Bub,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.B.S.  Vioe-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Charles  Frederick  Moxon,  Esq. 
Sir  Dayid  Lionel  Salomons,  Bart 
Henry  Arthur  Smith,  Esq. 

were  eileded  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution. 

The  Managers  reported  the  resignation  of  Db.  Wh.  Buthbbfobb, 
Esq.  F.B.S JS.  the  Fnllenan  Professor  of  Physiology.  A  new  Professor 
will  be  appointed  on  April  5, 1875. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Hon.  Justiob  Gbotb  to  the  Secretary 
was  read: — 

"Chettlb  Hovbb,  Blandfobd, 

"October  16, 1874. 
*<Dbab  Spottiswoodb, 

"Some  time  ago  I  noticed,  that  among  the  bnsts  in  the 
anteroom  of  the  Boyal  Institution,  there  was  not  one  of  Bablow,  who 
in  my  judgment  by  his  assiduity  and  disinterested  services  gave  a 
great  impetos  to  the  Institution,  and  for  the  long  time  he  was 
Secretary  was  untiring  in  his  zeaL  I  have  had  a  marble  bust 
executed  by  Mb.  Dubham,  A.B.A.,  which  I  am  told  is  very  good. 
I  saw  the  cast  and  thought  it  excellent,  and  for  a  posthumous  work 
done  from  photographs  a  fair  likeness. 

^  If  the  Managers  will  do  me  the  honour  to  accept  it  for  the  Insti- 
tution it  will  giye  me  much  pleasure.  It  is  now  at  Mb.  Dubham's, 
21,  Devonshire  Street,  and  can  be  removed  when  desired. 

"  Tours  very  truly, 

"W.B.  Gbovi." 

Bbsolvbd — That  the  best  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  presented  to 
the  Hon.  Justiob  Gbovb  for  his  munificent  gift  to  the  Boyal  Institu- 
tion of  a  marble  bust  of  the  late  Bbv.  John  Bablow,  for  so  many 
years  its  Honorary  Secretary,  which  they  receive  with  peculiar 
gratification,  as  evincing  the  interest  taken  in  the  Institution  by  so 
distingoished  a  worker  in  science  as  Sib  Williajc  Bobbbt  Gbovb, 
and  as  a  weU-deserved  memorial  of  Mb.  Bablow's  long  and  devoted 
services  to  the  Institution. 

Vol.  Vn.    (No.  62.)  2  b 
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The  Presents  reoeiyed  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same. 

FBOM 

The  French  Government — Docaments  Inedits  sur  THiatoire  de  France :  M^anges 
HiBtoriques :  Nouvelle  S^e,  Tome  L    4to.    1873. 

Mandements  et  Actes  Divera  de  Charles  V.  1364-80.    4to.    1874. 
The  India  Office— Synopaia  of  the  Great  Trigonometrical  Survey  of  India,  Vol.  I. 

4to.    1874. 
The  BHtisfi  Mtueum  TVuf^ees— Catalogue  of  Birds,  Vol.  L    Plates.    8yo.    1 874. 

Guide  to  Exhibition  Rooms.    8yo.     1874. 

Catalogue  of  Boman  Medallions.    By  H.  A.  Grfiber.    Svo.    1874. 

Guide  to  Egyptian  Galleries.    12mo.    1874. 

Hand  List  of  Seals,  &o.    8yq.    1873. 
Academy  of  Natural  Sdeneee,  Philadelphia — ^Proceedings,  1873.    8yo. 
Actuaries,  Institute  o/— Journal,  No.  95.    8yo.    1874. 
Aniiguariesj  Society  o/— Proceedings,  Vol.  VI.  Kos.  2,  3.    8vo.    1874. 
AeiaUe  Society  of  BengaJr-JaamtS^  1873,  Part  2,  No.  4 ;  1874,  Part  1,  Nos.  1,  2  ; 
Part  2,  No.  1.    8vo. 

Proceedings,  1874,  Nos.  2,  8,  4,  5,  6.    8yo. 
Astronomical  Society,  i2oyal~Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXIV.  No.  8.    8yo.    1874. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Science — ^Abhandlungen.    Band  XI.  Abth.  3.    4to.     1874. 

Sitzungsberichte,  1873.    Heft  3.    1874.    Hefte  1-3.    8yo. 

Bede  und  Denkschriften  iiber  Liebig.    4to.    1874. 

Verzeichniss  von  5563  Telescopisohen  Stemen.    8yo.    1874. 
Bdgique,  AcadAnie  Boyale  (fa— Bulletin,  Tomes  XXXV.  XXXVI.    8yo.    1873. 

Almanach,  1874.    16to. 
Bertin,  M,  EmUe  (the  Ju^Aor)— Notes  on  Waves  and  Boiling.    C  Naval  Science,' 

July,  1874.)    8vo. 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  ITfs^ory— Memoirs,  4  Parts.    4to.    187S^. 

Proceedings,  3  Parts.    8vo.    1873. 
British  Architects,  Boyal  Institute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1873-4,  Nos.  12,  13.    4to. 
British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science — Beport  of  the  42nd  Meeting : 

at  Bradford,  1873.    8vo.    1874. 
Brussels  Boyal  Observatory— Annales  Mdt^rologiques,  1872, 1878.    4to.    1874. 
Chemical  Society— JawmaX  for  July-Get.  1874.    8yo. 
ComUaio  Gedogico  (Tita/tVjH-BoUettini,  1874.    Nos.  1-6.    8vo.    1874. 
Devonshire  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science — ^Beport  and  Transactions 

for  1878.    Vol.  VL  Part  2.    8vo.    1874. 
Dulaut  Messrs,  (the  PubUshersy-^'W,  D.  Cooley :  Dr.  Livingstone  and  the  Boyal 

Geographical  Society.    (K 100)    Svo.    1874. 
JS'<2«eors— American  Journal  of  Science  for  July  to  Sept.  1874.    8vo. 

Astronomical  Begister  for  July  to  Oct  1874.    8vo. 

Athen«eum  for  July  to  Oct.  1874.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  July  to  Oct  1874.    4to. 

Engineer  for  Jul^  to  Oct  1874.    fol. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  July  to  Oct  1874.    fol. 

Nature  for  July  to  Get.  1874.    4to. 

Nautical  Magcudne  for  July  to  Oct.  1874.    Svo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  July  to  Oct.  1874.    Svo. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Science  for  July  and  Oct.  1874. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  July  to  Oct.  1874.    Svo. 
Fettows,  Lady  (Widow  of  Sir  Charles  Fellows,  If  J?.  J.)— Drawings  by  herself  of 
Thirty-nine  of  the  Watches  collected  by  Sir  Charles  Fellows,  now  in  the 
British  Museum.    (A  legacy,) 
Franklin  InstUute—JoranaXjNoe.  582-585.    8yo.    1874. 
Geographical  Society,  BoyoZ -Proceedings,  Vol.  XVHL  No.  4.    8vo.    1874. 
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Qeologiodl  Inatituie,  Imperial,  Ftdmia— Jahrbuch,  1874.    No.  2.    8vo. 
Verhandlungen,  1874,  Nos.  7-11.    8vo. 
Abhandlungen,  Vol.  VII.    Nos.  1,  2.    fol.    1874. 
OecHogiocd  Soeietff—Qu&risTly  Journal,  No.  119.    8vo.    1874. 
Harlem,  8ooiit^de8  8cienoe8^YeThBikde]ingen,   8de  Verz.    Deel  II.    No.  1.   4to. 
1874. 
Aichives  N^erlandaises,  Tome  IX.    1,2,3.    8vo.    1872-4. 
Iron  and  Steel  InslituU—JovLTWil,  1874.    8vo.     1874. 
Kirkpalriek,  H.  C.  Eeq.  (the  -itrfAor)— Report  of  the  Action  for  Libel  brought  by 

the  Bey.  R.  O'Keeffe,  P.P.,  against  Cardinal  Cnllen.    8?o.    1874. 
Leeds  Philosophical  Society— Beporty  1873.    8vo.    1874. 

X0oitfoux,iir.ff.(t^iitt<Aor)—Philosophiede  la  Nature.   3*^.    Paris,  1874.   8?o. 
Linnean  Sodety—JoumBly  Nob.  76,  77.    8yo.     1874. 
Proceedings,  1873-4.    8vo. 

Transactions,  VoL  XXVUI.  Part  4 ;  Vol.  XXIX.  Part  2 ;  Vol.  XXX.  Part  1. 
4to.    1874. 
Lunacy  Commistumere — ^Report  for  1873.    8vo. 

Manchester  Geologioal  ^S^'e^y— Transactions,  Vol.  XIII.  Part  5.    8yo.     1874. 
Manchester  PhilMophical  5o«c<y— Proceedings,  Vol.  XIV.  Nos.  1,  2.    8vo.    1874. 
Mechanical  Engineen^  Institution,  ^trmiiwAom— Prootedings^pril,  1874.    8vo. 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society^  i2ova2— Transactions,  Vol.  LVll.    8vo.    1874. 
Meteorological  Offiee--M.eleotologiotd  Oommittee  of  the  Rojal  Society :  Report  for 
1873.    8vo.    1874. 
Report  on  Weather  Telegraphy  and  Storm  Signals.    8vo.    1874. 
Monthly  Charts  of  Meteorological  Data,  with  Remarks.     2  vol.     fol.  and  4to. 
1874. 
Meteorological  Society — Quarterly  Journal,  New  Series,  No.  11.    Svo.    1874. 
Mus^e  Teyl^"— Archives,  Vol.  Lfl.    Fasc.  4.    8vo.     1874. 
Penzance  Public  Irtftraiy— Catalogue.    8vo.    1874. 
Photographic  &cWy— Journal,  No.  252.    8vo.    1874. 
Porter,  T,  C.  Esq,  and  J.  M,  CauUer^  Esq.  (the  Avihony-BjnopoB  of  the  Flora  of 

Colorado.    8vo.     1874. 
Preussische  Akademie  der  TFtMeiMcAa/tef»— Monatsberichte,  April-Aug.  1874.  8vo. 
Roberts^  W,  C— Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Deputy-Master  of  the  Mint,  1873. 

Svo.    1874. 
Btmia,  Acoademia  dei  Linc&i—Aiii,  Anno  XXVI.  Sess.  2.    4to.    1874. 
Soyal  College  of  Surgeons— Coleadsx,    8yo.    1874. 
Boyal  Society  of  Londofi— Proceedings,  Nos.  153, 154, 155.    8yo.    1874. 

Philosophical  Transactions  for  1874,  Part  1.    4to.    1874. 
SL  Barthohmeufs  i^o«pifo^-StatiBtical  Tables.    1873.    8yo. 
Smithsonian  Institution — Smithsonian  Report,  1872.    8yo. 
Statistical  iSocid^— Journal,  Vol.  XXXVII.  Parts  2,  3.    8yo.    1874. 
Symons,  Q,  J.  Esq,  (the  Author)— Bymouf^  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 

July,  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  1874.    8yo. 
7Vemaf42,  P.  («^  ^utAor)— Principe  Uniyersel  du  Mouyemeni  (016)  16to.  1874. 
Twining^  Thomas,  ^q.  MM.L  {the  ilu/^or)— Technical  Training.    8yo.    1874. 
TyndaU,  Professor,  LL.D.  D.C.L.  F.R,S.  (the  Author)— On  the  Atmoephero  as  a 
Vehicle  of  Sound.    (*  PhU.  Trans.'  1874.) 
Heat  a  Mode  of  Motion.    (In  Hungarian.)    8yo.    Bnda-Pesth.    1874. 
Fragmente  aus  den  Naturwissenschaften :  XJebersetzt  yon  A.  H.  Mit  Vorwort 
und  Zuaitzen  yon  H.  Helmholtz.    8yo.    Braunschweig.    1874. 
United  Service  InstiUdion,  BoyaJ^-Jowme^,  Na  77.    8ya    1874. 
Vereins  tur  Befdrderung  des  C^ewerhfleisses  in  Preussen — ^Verhandlungen,  Mai- 

Juni.    1873.    4to. 
Victoria  Institute— Jowm&i,  No.  30.    8yo.    1874. 

Walford,  Weston  S,  Esq.  F.SJL.  ir.i{.J.— Papworth's  Ordinary  of  British  Armo- 
rials.   Parts  22,  23,  &0.    (Completion  of  the  work.)    8yo.    1874. 
Zoological  Soet'sfy— Transactions,  Vol.  VIII.  No.  9.    4to.    1874. 
Proceedings,  1874,  Noe.  2,  3.    8yo. 
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GBNEBAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  Deoember  7,  1874. 

Admiral  Sir  Hutbt  J.  CoDBDrcTON,  K.C.B.  Manager, 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Francis  Wm.  Buxton, 
William  Henry  Domyille,  Esq. 
George  Sampson,  Esq. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Institution. 

The  following  Lbotubb  Abbanoembnts  were  announced  : 

JoHK  Hall  Glad8T0nb,  Es^.  Ph.D.  F.B.S.  FuUerian  Profiaosor  of  Chemistry, 
B.I.— Six  Lectures  on  the  Yoltaio  Battery;  on  Deoember  29,'3l,  1874 :  January  2, 
5,7,9,1876. 

Before  Easter,  1875. 

E.  Bat  LAKUsstER,  Esq.  M.A. — Biz  Lectures  on  the  Pedigree  of  the  Animal 
Kingdom ;  on  Tuesdays,  January  12  to  February  16. 

Alfred  H.  Gabbod,  Esq. — Four  Lectures  on  Animal  Locomotion ;  including 
Locomotion  on  Land,  in  the  Air,  and  in  Water ;  on  Tuesdays,  February  23,  Maich 
2,  9, 16. 

pBorBssoB  p.  M.  DuNOAN,  F.B.8. — Three  Lectures  on  the  Grander  Pheno- 
mena of  Phytdcal  Geography ;  on  Thursdays,  January  14  to  28. 

FBorBssoB  Ttndall,  D.G.L.  LLJ).  F.B.8.— Seven  Lectures  on  Electricity ;  on 
Thursdays,  February  4  to  March  18. 

Edwabu  Daknbbutheb,  Esq.— Two  Lectures  on  Mozart  and  Beethoven  (with 
Pianoforte  Illustrations) ;  on  Saturdays,  January  16  and  23. 

J.  T.  Wood,  Esq.— Four  Lectures  on  the  Discovery  of  the  Temple  of  Diana 
and  other  Besults  of  the  Government  Excavations  at  Ephesus ;  on  Saturdays^ 
January  30,  February  6, 18,  and  20. 

Pbofessob  W.  K.  Clifford,  M.A.  F.B.S.— Four  Lectures  on  the  General 
Features  of  the  History  of  Science ;  on  Saturdays,  February  27  to  March  20. 

The  Presents  receiyed  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same. 

Fbom 
The  Lords  of  the  ^dt»tra2(y^Nautical  Almanac,  1878.    8vo.    1874. 
Actuariei,  Inetitute  o/— Journal,  No.  96.    8vo.    1874. 
AgrieuUural  Society  of  JSngland,  Boyol— Journal,  Second  Series,  Vol.  X.  Part  2. 

8vo.    1874. 
Aleoek,  T.   8t,   L.   CoL    If. i?./.— The  Belative  Power  of    Nations,    Part  II. 

(K  100)    8vo.    1874. 
American  Academy  of  Arte  and  5ci«m»«— Proceedings,  Vol.  IX.    8vo.     1874. 
American  Philoeophicdl  Society— Proceedingis  No.  92.    8vo.    1874. 
British  Architected  Royal  Institute  o/— Sessional  Papers,  1874-5,  No.  1.    4to. 
Carpenter^  W,  B.  M,D.  F.R^,  <fec.— Further  Inquiries  on  Oceanic  Circulation. 

(Boyal  Geograph.  Soc.  Proceedings,  Vol.  XVIII.    1874.) 
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Chameal  Soetettf^^mrneA  for  Nov.  1874.    8vo.  

OivU  Engmemf^ Jndiiution^maixiM  of  Prooeedings,  Vols.  XXXVIL  XXXVUI. 

8vo.    1874. 
CormodU  Polyt&ehnio  Soeietjf,  Aoyo^-Forty-firet  Annual  Beport,  1873.  8vo.  1874, 
Editon — ^American  Jonrnal  of  Mence  for  Oci  1874,    8vo. 

Astronomical  Beg^ter  for  Nov.  1874.    8va 

AthensBum  for  Nov.  1874.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  Koy.  1874.    4to. 

Engineer  for  Nov.  1874.    fol. 

Jonroal  for  Applied  Sclenoe  for  Nov.  1874.    fol. 

Nature  for  Nov.  1874.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  Nov.  1874.    8vo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  Nov.  1874.    8vo. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Science  for  Nov.  1874. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  Nov.  1874.    8vo. 
JTVanJk^tn  JfMeihi<»~Joumal,  No8.  584,  585.    8vo.    1874. 
CMogiedl  St)0M<y— Quarterly  Journal,  No.  120.    8vo.    1874. 
Jenn$,   Wm.  E$q,  (the   Avihory^^xmi   Geologid  sulle   Montagne   poste   in 

P^rossimitii  al  Giacimento  di  Antracite  di  D^onte.    (L  16)    8vo.    1878. 
Lmnean  ifibcMty— Journal,  No.  58.    8vo.    1874. 

Manchester  Philoeophiedl  filoct^fy-^Plooeedings,  Vol.  XIV.  No.  3.    8vo.    1873. 
Meteorological  Oj/lo*— Quarterly  Weather  Beport»  1871,  Part  4 ;  1873,  Part  3. 

4ta 
Meteorclogieal  Soeietjf — Quarterly  Journal,  New  Series,  No.  12.    8vo.    1874. 
OcUingfProfeuor,M.A.  FJR.i9.Jf.fi.J.((^i4ttt%47r)—AbstraotB  of  Lectures  delivered 

at  the  Boyal  Institution.    8va    1868-73. 
Photogra^ie  &)o<fley— Journal,  No.  253.    8vo.    1874. 
Bae.  Jdfm.  M,D.  M.B,L  {the  AuOuH-y-On  some  Physical  Properties  of  loe. 

CPhU.  Mag.' July,  1874.)    8vo. 
8t,  Bartholomew'B  Hofptfo^Statistical  Tables :  1874.    8vo. 
8mihtoman  InstUtUion — Temperature  Chart  of  the  United  States. 
8p<m8Woode,  Wm.  Eeq.  LL.D.  FM£.  Sec  BJ.  <f».  (the  ^«(Aor)— Polarisation  of 

Light.    C  Nature 'Series.)    16to.    1874. 
i8lalM<foa2fibeM^---JourDal,  Index  to  Vols.  XX^^  8vo.    1874. 

Symoruj  O,  J.  mq,  {the  Author) — Symons'  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  January  15,  1875. 

GaoBOK  Busk,  Esq.  F.B.S.  Treasurer  and  Yioe-President,  in 
the  Chair. 

Pbofkssob  Ttndall,  D.G.L.  LL.D.  F.B.S.  M.B.I. 

On  Acotutie  BeversibiUty. 

On  ihe  2lBt  and  22nd  of  June,  1822,  a  Commission  appointed  by  the 
Borean  of  Longitudes  of  France  executed  a  celebrated  series  of  experi- 
ments on  the  Telocity  of  sound.  Two  stations  had  been  chosen,  the 
one  at  Yillejuif,  the  other  at  Montlhery,  both  lying  south  of  Paris,  and 
11*6  miles  distant  from  each  other.  Prony,  Mathieu,  and  Arago 
were  the  obseryers  at  Yillejuif,  while  Humboldt,  Bouvard,  and  Gay- 
Lussac  were  at  Montlhery.  Guns,  charged  sometimes  with  2  lb.  and 
sometimes  with  3  lb.  of  powder,  were  fired  at  both  stations,  and  the 
velocity  was  deduced  froqi  the  interval  between  the  appearance  of 
the  fladi  and  the  arrival  of  the  sound. 

On  this  memorable  occasion  an  observation  was  made  which,  as  far 
as  I  know,  has  remained  a  scientific  enigma  to  the  present  hour.  It 
was  noticed  that  while  every  report  of  the  cannon  fired  at  Montlhdry 
was  heard  with  the  greatest  distinctness  at  Yillejuif,  by  &r  the  greater 
number  of  the  reports  from  Yillejuif  failed  to  reach  Montlhery.  Had 
wind  existed,  and  had  it  blown  from  Montlh6ry  to  Yillejuif^  it  would 
have  been  recognized  as  the  cause  of  the  observed  difference ;  but  the 
air  at  the  time  was  calm,  the  slight  motion  of  translation  actually 
existing  beina  from  Yillejuif  towards  Montlhery,  or  against  the 
direction  in  which  the  sound  was  best  heard. 

So  marked  was  the  difference  in  transmissive  power  between  the 
two  directions,  that  on  the  22nd  of  June,  while  every  shot  fired  at 
Montlhery  was  heard  **  k  merveille  "  at  Yillejuif,  but  one  shot  out  of 
twelve  fired  at  Yillejuif  was  heard,  and  that  feebly,  at  the  other 
station. 

With  the  caution  which  characterized  him  on  other  occasions,  and 
which  has  been  referred  to  admiringly  by  Faraday,*  Arago  made  no 
attempt  to  explain  this  anomaly.  His  words  are:  *' Quant  aux 
diff(§reQces  si  remarquables  d'intensit^  que  le  bruit  du  canon  a  toujours 
presents  suivant  qu'il  se  propageaient  du  nord  au  sud  entre  Yillejuif 
et  Montlhery,  on  du  sud  au  nord  entre  cette  seconde  station  et  la 
premiere ;  nous  ne  chercherons  pas  ai\jourd'hui  ^  I'expliquer,  parce- 

*  '  Beeearchee  in  Chemistry  and  Phydoa,'  p.  484. 
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que  nous  ne  ponrrions  offirir  an  lectenr  que  des  conjectures  denn^ 
de  prenves."* 

I  have  tried,  after  mnch  perplexity  of  thonght,  to  bring  this  sub- 
ject within  the  range  of  experiment,  and  have  now  to  submit  a 
possible  solution  of  the  enigma.  The  first  step  was  to  ascertain 
whether  the  sensitive  flame  referred  to  in  my  recent  paper  in  the 
'  Philosophical  Transactions '  could  be  safely  employed  in  experi- 
ments on  the  mutual  reversibility  of  a  source  of  sound  and  an  object 
on  which  the  sound  impinges.  Now  the  sensitive  flame  usually 
employed  by  me  measures  firom  18  to  24  inches  in  height,  while  the 
reed  employed  as  a  source  of  sound  is  less  than. a  square  quarter  of  an 
inch  in  area.  If,  therefore,  the  whole  flame,  or  the  pipe  which  fed  it, 
were  sensitive  to  sonorous  vibrations,  strict  experiments  on  rever- 
sibility with  the  reed  and  flame  might  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 
Hence  my  desire  to  learn  whether  the  seat  of  sensitiveness  was  so 
localized  in  the  flame  as  to  render  the  contemplated  interchange  of 
flame  and  reed  permissible. 

The  flame  being  placed  behind  a  cardboard  screen,  the  shank  of  a 
funnel  passed  through  a  hole  in  the  cardboard  was  directed  upon  the 
middle  of  the  flame.  The  sound-waves  issuing  from  the  vibrating  reed 
placed  within  the  fdnnel  produced  no  sensible  efiect  upon  the  flame. 
Shifting  the  funnel  so  as  to  direct  its  shank  upon  the  root  of  the 
flame,  tibe  action  was  violent. 

To  augment  the  precision  of  the  experiment,  the  fdnnel  was  con- 
nected vn&  a  glass  tube  three  feet  long  and  half  an  inch  in  diameter, 
the  object  being  to  weaken  by  distance  the  effect  of  the  waves 
difiracted  round  the  edge  of  the  funnel,  and  to  permit  those  only 
which  passed  through  the  glass  tube  to  act  upon  the  flame. 

Presenting  the  end  of  the  tube  to  the  orifice  of  the  burner  (5, 
Fig.  1),  or  the  orifice  to  the  end  of  the  tube,  the  flame  was  violenUy 

Fig.  1. 


Se-E 


agitated  by  the  sounding-reed,  B.  On  shifting  the  tube,  or  the  burner, 
BO  as  to  concentrate  the  sound  on  a  portion  of  the  flame  about  half  an 
inch  above  the  orifice,  the  action  was  nil.    Concentrating  the  sound 

*  *Coimaifl8anoe  des  Temps,'  1825,  p.  370. 
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npon  the  burner  itself  about  half  an  inch  below  its  orifice,  there  was 
no  action. 

These  experiments  demonstrate  the  localization  of  **  the  seat  of 
sensitiveness,"  and  they  prove  the  flame  to  be  an  appropriate  instni- 
ment  for  the  contemplated  experiments  on  reversibility. 

The  experiments  proceeded  thus:  The  sensitive  flame  being 
placed  close  behind  a  screen  of  cardboard  18  inches  high  by  12  inches 
wide,  a  vibrating  reed,  standing  at  the  same  height  as  the  root  of  the 
flame,  was  placed  at  a  distance  of  six  feet  on  the  other  side  of  the 
screen.  The  sound  of  the  reed,  in  this  position,  produced  a  strong 
agitation  of  the  flame. 

The  whole  upper  half  of  the  flame  was  here  visible  from  the  reed ; 
hence  the  necessity  of  the  foregoing  experiments  to  prove  the  action 
of  the  sound  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  flame  to  be  nU^  and  that  the 
waves  had  really  to  bend  round  the  edge  of  the  screen  so  as  to  reach  the 
seat  of  sensitiveness  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  orifice  of  the  burner. 

The  positions  of  the  flame  and  reed  were  reversed,  the  latter  being 
now  dose  behind  the  screen,  and  the  former  at  a  distance  of  six  feet 
from  it.  The  sonorous  vibrations  were  without  sensible  action  upon 
the  flame. 

The  experiment  was  repeated  and  varied  in  many  ways.  Screens 
of  various  sizes  were  employed ;  and  instead  of  reversing  the  positions 
of  the  flame  and  reed,  &e  screen  was  moved  so  as  to  bring,  in  some 
experiments  the  flame,  and  in  other  experiments  the  reed,  close  behind 
it  Care  was  also  taken  that  no  reflected  sound  from  the  walls  or 
ceiling  of  the  laboratory,  or  from  the  body  of  the  experimenter,  should 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  eflect.  In  all  cases  it  was  shown  that 
the  )9ound  was  eflective  when  the  reed  was  at  a  distance  from  the 
screen  and  the  flame  dose  behind  it ;  while  the  action  was  insensible 
when  these  positions  were  reversed. 

Thus,  let  8  e.  Fig.  2,  be  a  vertical  section  of  the  screen.  When  the 
reed  was  at  A  and  the  flame  at  B  there  was  no  action ;  when  the  reed 

Fig.  2. 


B 


was  at  B  and  the  flame  at  A  the  action  was  decided.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  vibrations  communicated  to  the  screen  itself,  and  from  it  to 
the  air  beyond  it,  were  without  eflect ;  for  when  the  reed,  which  at  B 
is  eflectuaJ,  was  shifted  to  0,  where  its  action  on  the  screen  was 
greatly  augmented,  it  ceased  to  have  any  action  on  the  flame  at  A. 
We  are  now,  I  think,  prepared  to  consider  the  failure  of  rever- 
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eibility  in  the  larger  experixuentB  of  1822.  Happily  an  incidental 
obseryation  of  great  significance  comes  here  to  onr  aid.  It  was 
observed  and  recorded  at  the  time,  that  while  the  reports  of  the  guns 
at  YiUejnif  were  without  echoes,  a  roll  of  echoes,  lasting  from  20  to 
25  seconds,  accompanied  every  shot  at  Montlh6ry,  being  heard  by  the 
observers  there.  Arago,  the  writer  of  the  report,  referred  these  echoes 
to  reflection  from  the  clouds,  an  explanation  which  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  regard  as  problematical.  The  report  says  that  **  tous  lea 
coups  tir6s  li  Montlh^  y  ^taient  accompagnis  d'un  roulement 
semblable  a  celui  du  tonnerre."  I  have  italicized  a  very  significant 
word — a  word  which  fairly  applies  to  our  experiments  on  gun-sounds  at 
the  South  Foreland,  where  ^ere  was  no  sensible  solution  of  continuity 
between  explosion  and  echo,  but  which  could  hardly  apply  to  echoes 
coming  from  the  clouds.  For  supposing  the  cloud  to  have  been  only 
a  mile  distant,  the  sound  and  its  echo  would  have  been  separated  by 
an  interval  of  nearly  ten  seconds.  But  there  is  no  mention  of  any 
interval ;  and  had  such  existed,  surely  the  word  ^  followed,"  instead 
of  *'  accompanied,"  would  have  been  the  one  employed.  The  echoes, 
moreover,  appear  to  have  been  cofUinttous^  while  the  clouds  obsenred 
seem  to  have  been  separate.  **  Ces  ph^nom^es,"  says  Arago,  "  n'ont 
jamais  eu  lieu  qu'au  moment  de  I'apparition  de  quelques  nuages." 
But  from  separate  clouds  a  continuous  roll  of  echoes  could  huidly 
come.  When  to  this  is  added  the  experimental  fact  that  clouds  four 
denser  than  any  ever  formed  in  the  atmosphere  are  demonstrably 
incapable  of  sensibly  reflecting  sound,  while  cloudless  air,  which 
Arago  pronounced  echoless,  has  been  proved  capable  of  powerfully 
reflecting  it,  I  think  we  have  strong  reason  to  question  the  hypothesis 
of  the  French  philosopher. 

And  considering  the  hundreds  of  shots  fired  at  the  South  Foreland, 
with  the  attention  specially  directed  to  the  aerial  echoes,  when  no 
single  case  occurred  in  which  echoes  of  measurable  duration  did  not 
accompany  the  report  of  the  gun,  I  think  Arago's  statement  that  at 
YiUejuif  no  echoes  were  heard,  when  the  sky  was  clear,  must  simply 
mean  that  they  vanished  with  great  rapidity.  Unless  the  attention 
were  specially  directed  to  the  point,  a  slight  prolongation  of  the 
cannon-sound  might  well  escape  observation ;  and  it  would  be  aJl  the 
more  likely  to  do  so  if  the  echoes  were  so  loud  and  prompt  as  to  form 
apparently  part  and  parcel  of  the  direct  sound. 

I  should  be  very  loth  to  transgress  here  the  limits  of  fiur  criticism, 
or  to  throw  doubt,- without  good  reason,  on  the  recorded  observations 
of  illustrious  men.  Still,  taking  into  account  what  has  been  just 
stated,  and  remembering  that  the  minds  of  Arago  and  his  colleagues 
were  occupied  by  a  totally  different  problem — that  the  echoes  were  an 
incident  rather  than  an  object  of  observation — I  think  we  may  justly 
consider  the  sound  which  he  called  "instantaneous"  to  have  been 
one  whose  aerial  echoes  did  not  dififorentiate  themselves  from  the 
direct  sound  by  any  noticeable  iM  of  intensity,  and  which  died 
rapidly  into  silence. 
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Turning  now  to  the  obflerrations  at  Montlh^rj,  we  are  stmck  bj 
the  extraordinary  duration  of  the  echoes  heard  at  tiiat  station.  At  the 
Sonth  Foreland  the  charge  habitually  fired  was  equal  to  the  largest 
of  those  employed  by  the  French  philosophers ;  but  on  no  occasion 
did  the  gun-sounds  produce  echoes  approaching  to  20  or  25  seconds' 
duration.  The  time  rarely  reached  half  this  amount  Even  the 
syren-echoes,  which  were  more  remarkable  and  more  long-continued 
than  those  of  the  gun,  never  reached  the  duration  of  the  Montlh6ry 
echoes.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  was  on  the  17th  of  October,  1873, 
when  the  syren-echoes  required  15  seconds  to  subside  into  silence. 

On  this  same  day,  moreover  (and  this  is  a  point  of  marked  signi- 
ficance), the  transmitted  sound  reached  its  maximum  range,  the  gun- 
sounds  being  heard  at  the  Quenocs  buoy,  16^  nautical  miles  distant  from 
the  South  Foreland.  I  have  stated  in  another  place  that  the  duration 
of  the  air-echoes  indicates  "  the  atmospheric  depths  "  from  which  they 
come.*  An  optical  analogy  may  help  us  here.  Let  light  &11  upon 
chalk,  the  light  is  wholly  scattered  by  the  superficial  particles ;  let 
the  chalk  be  powdered  and  mixed  with  water,  light  reaches  the  observer 
from  a  far  greater  deptii  of  the  turbid  liquid.  The  solid  chalk  typifies 
the  action  of  exceedingly  dense  acoustic  clouds ;  the  chalk  and  water 
that  of  clouds  of  moderate  density.  In  the  one  case  we  have  echoes 
of  short,  in  the  other  echoes  of  long  duration.  These  considerations 
prepare  us  for  the  inference  that  Montlh^,  on  the  occasion  referred 
to,  must  have  been  surrounded  by  a  highly  diacoustic  atmosphere ; 
while  the  shortness  of  the  echoes  at  Yillejuif  shows  the  atmosphere 
surrounding  that  station  to  have  been  acoustically  opaque. 

Have  we  any  cine  to  the  cause  of  the  opacity  ?  I  think  we  have. 
Yillejuif  is  close  to  Paris,  and  over  it,  with  the  observed  light  wind, 
was  dowly  wafted  the  air  from  the  city.  Thousands  of  ohmmeys  to 
windward  of  Yillej^if  were  discharging  their  heated  currents ;  so  that 
an  atmosphere  non-homogeneous  in  a  high  degree  must  have  snr^ 
rounded  that  station.  At  no  great  height  in  the  atmosphere  the 
equilibrium  of  temperature  would  be  established.  This  non -homo- 
geneous air,  surrounding  Yillejuif,  is  experimentally  typified  by  our 
screen  with  the  source  of  sound  close  behind  it,  the  upper  edge  of  the 
screen  representing  the  place  where  equilibrium  of  temperature  was 
established  in  the  atmosphere  above  the  station.  In  virtue  of  its 
proximity  to  the  screen,  the  echoes  from  our  sounding-reed  would,  in 
the  case  here  supposed,  so  blend  with  the  direct  sound  as  to  be  prac- 
tically indistinguishable  from  it,  as  the  echoes  at  Yillejuif  followed 
the  direct  sound  so  hotly,  and  vanished  so  rapidly,  that  they  escaped 
observation.  And  as  our  sensitive  flame,  at  a  distance,  failed  to  be 
affected  by  the  sounding  body  placed  close  behind  the  cardboard 
screen,  so,  I  take  it,  did  the  observers  at  Montlh^ry  fail  to  hear  the 
sounds  of  the  Yillejuif  gun. 

♦  « PhU.  Trans.'  1874,  pt  i.  p.  202. 
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Something  farther  may  be  done  towards  the  experimental  elucida- 
tion of  this  subject.  The  focility  with  which  sounds  pass  through 
textile  fftbrics  has  been  already  Hlustrated  *  a  layer  of  cambric  or 
calico,  or  even  of  thick  flannel  or  baize,  being  found  competent  to  in- 
tercept but  a  small  fraction  of  the  sound  from  a  vibrating  reed.  Such 
a  layer  of  calico  may  be  taken  to  represent  a  layer  of  air  differentiated 
from  its  neighbours  by  temperature  or  moisture  ;  while  a  succession 
of  such  sheets  of  calico  may  be  taken  to  represent  successive  layers  of 
non-homogeneous  air. 

Two  tin  tubes  (M  N  and  O  P,  Fig.  8)  with  open  ends  were  placed 
so  as  to  form  an  acute  angle  with  each  other.  At  the  end  of  one  was 
the  vibrating  reed  r;  opposite  the  end  of  the  other,  and  in  the  pro- 
longation of  P  O,  the  sensitive  flame  /,  a  second  sensitive  flame  (/') 
being  placed  in  the  continuation  of  the  axis  of  M  N.  On  sounding  the 
reed,  the  direct  sound  through  M  N  agitated  the  flame  f.  Introducing 
the  square  of  calico  a  6  at  fiie  proper  angle,  a  slight  decrease  of  the 

Fig.  3. 


action  on  /'  was  noticed,  and  the  feeble  echo  from  a  b  produced  a  barely 
perceptible  agitation  of  the  flame  /.  Adding  another  square,  cd,  the 
sound  transmitted  by  a 5  impinged  on  cd;  it  was  partially  echoed, 
returned  through  a&,  passed  along  P  O,  and  still  further  agitated  the 
flame  /.  Adding  a  third  square, «/,  the  reflected  sound  was  still  further 
augmented,  every  accession  to  the  echo  being  accompanied  by  a  corre- 
sponding withdrawal  of  the  vibrations  from  f  and  a  consequent 
stilling  of  that  flame. 

With  thinner  calico  or  cambric,  it  would  require  a  greater  number 
of  layers  to  intercept  the  entire  sound ;  hence  with  such  cambric  we 
should  have  echoes  returned  from  a  greater  distance,  and  therefore  of 
greater  dujration.  Eight  layers  of  the  calico  employ^  in  these  experi- 
ments, stretched  on  a  wire  frame  and  placed  close  together  as  a  kind 
of  pad,  may  be  taken  to  represent  a  dense  acoustic  cloud.  Such  a 
pad,  placed  at  the  proper  angle  beyond  N,  cuts  off  the  sound,  which 
in  its  absence  reaches/',  to  such  an  extent  that  the  flame/',  when 
not  too  sensitive,  is  thereby  stilled,  while  /  is  far  more  powerfully 
agitated  than  by  the  reflection  from  a  single  layer.    With  the  source 


•  *  Phil.  Trans.'  1874,  pt.  i.  p.  208. 
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of  sound  close  at  hand,  the  echoes  from  such  a  pad  would  be  of 
insensible  doiation.  Thus  close  at  hand  do  I  suppose  the  aoonstio 
clouds  surrounding  Yillejuif  to  have  been,  a  similar  shortness  of  echo 
being  the  consequence.* 

A  farther  step  is  here  taken  in  the  illustration  of  the  analogy 
between  light  and  sound.  Our  pad  acts  chiefly  by  internal  reflection. 
The  sound  from  the  reed  is  a  composite  one,  made  up  of  partial 
sounds  differing  in  pitch.  If  these  sounds  be  ejected  from  the  pad  in 
their  pristine  proportions,  the  pad  is  acoustically  white;  if  they 
return  with  their  proportions  alt^^  the  pad  is  acoustically  coloured. 

In  these  experiments  my  assbtant,  Hr.  Gottrell,  has  rendered  me 
material  assistaiice. 
[J-T.] 

*  Since  this  was  written  I  have  Bent  the  sound  through  fifteen  lasers  of 
calico,  and  echoed  it  back  through  the  same  layers,  in  streDgth  sufficient  to 
agitate  the  flame.  Thirty  layers  were  hero  crossed  by  the  sound.  The  sound 
was  subsequently  found  able  to  penetrate  two  hundred  layers  of  cotton  net;  a 
single  layer  of  wetted  calico  being  competent  to  stop  it. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  January  22,  1875. 

Sib  Fbidiriok  Pollook,  Bart.  M.A.  Yioe-President,  in  the  Ohair. 

Sib  John  Lubbock,  Bart.  M.P.  F.R.S.  M.B.I. 

VIOB-OHAKCUXOB  07  THE  UKIVBBSITT  OF  LOVDOK, 

On  the  Selations  of  English  Wild  Flowers  to  InsecU. 

Tbb  speaker  followed  out  in  general  the  line  adopted  in  his  just 
published  work  on  'British  Flowers  considered  in  Belation  to  Insects/ 
He  commenced  with  a  short  history  of  the  subject,  referring  in 
terms  of  warm  praise  especially  to  the  labours  of  Sprengel,  Darwin, 
Hildebrand,  Delpino,  and  Muller.  Sprengel  pointed  out  the  close 
relations  which  existed  between  flowers  and  insects,  and  the  serrice 
rendered  by  the  latter  in  transferring  the  pollen  from  the  stamen  to 
the  pistil ;  but  Darwin  was  the  first  to  perceiye  that  the  importance 
of  this  consisted,  not  merely  in  the  transference  of  the  pollen  from 
one  organ  to  another,  but  from  one  plant  to  another.  Everyone 
indeed  knows  how  important  flowers  are  to  insects ;  that  bees,  butter* 
flies,  &c.,  derive  the  main  part  of  their  nourishment  from  flowers, 
but  comparatively  few  are  aware,  on  the  other  hand,  how  much  the 
flowers  themselves  are  dependent  on  insects.  Yet  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  if  flowers  are  very  useful  to  insects,  insects,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  in  many  cases  absolutely  necessary  to  flowers:  that  if  insects 
have  been  in  some  respects  mod^ed  and  adapted  with  a  view  to  the 
acquirement  of  honey  and  pollen,  flowers,  on  the  other  huid,  owe  their 
scent  and  colours,  nay,  their  very  existence,  in  their  present  form,  to 
insects.  Thus,  the  lines  and  bands  by  which  so  many  flowers  are 
ornamented  have  reference  to  the  position  of  the  honey ;  and  it  may 
be  observed  that  these  honey-guides  are  absent  in  night  flowers,  where 
they  of  course  would  not  show,  and  would  therefore  be  useless ;  as  for 
instance,  in  Lychnis  vespertina^  or  Silene  nuUms.  Night  flowers, 
moreover,  are  generally  pue ;  for  instance,  Lychnis  vespertina  is  white^ 
while  Lychnis  dtuma,  which  flowers  by  day,  is  red. 

This  transference  of  the  pollen  tal^es  place  in  almost  all  species  ; 
but,  while  in  most  flowers  it  is  effected  by  insects,  in  some  cases  it  is 
simply  caused  by  the  wind.  Wind-fertilized  flowers,  however,  have 
no  colour,  no  scent,  and  no  honey.  The  self-fertilization  of  flowers  is 
provided  against  in  three  principal  ways.  Sometimes  the  stamens  and 
pistil  are  situated  in  different  flowers;  sometimes  they  come  to 
maturity  at  different  times ;  sometimes  they  are  so  arranged  that  the 
pollen  from  the  stamens  could  only  reach  the  pistil  wiUi  greater  or 
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less  difficulty.  In  those  plants  in  which  the  stamens  and  pistil  are  not 
mature  simultaneously,  the  pistil  in  some  cases  ripens  first,  as  in  the 
aristolochia  and  arum  ;  but  in  the  great  majority  the  stamens  ripen 
before  the  pistil. 

In  illustration  of  the  great  influence  which  insects  exercise  over 
plants,  the  speaker  then  called  attention  to  those  cases  in  which  within 
a  single  genus  we  meet  with  species  having  large,  and  others  with 
small  flowers,  as,  for  instance,  in  epilcbium  and  geranium  ;  and  pointed 
out  that  the  large  flowers  were  those  most  dependent  upon  insects. 

Of  course  these  conclusions  implied  that  insects  were  capable  of 
distinguishing  colours,  but  the  speaker  then  proceeded  to  mention 
some  experiments  which  he  had  made,  and  which  seemed  to  prove 
directly  that  this  was  the  case.  For  instance,  he  placed  some  honey 
on  a  slip  of  glass,  and  put  the  glass  on  blue  paper,  and  when  the  bee 
had  made  several  journeys,  and  thus  become  accustomed  to  the  blue 
colour,  he  placed  some  honey  in  the  same  manner  on  orange  paper. 
Then  during  one  of  the  absences  of  the  bee  he  transposed  the  two 
colours,  leaving  the  honey  itself  in  the  same  place  as  before.  The 
bee  returned  as  usual  to  the  place  where  she  had  been  accustomed  to 
find  the  honey ;  but  though  it  was  still  there  she  did  not  alight,  but 
paused  for  a  moment,  and  then  dashed  straight  to  the  blue  paper.  No 
one,  he  said  who  saw  this  bee  at  that  moment  could  have  had  the 
slightest  doubt  of  her  power  of  distinguishing  blue  from  orange.  He 
mentioned  one.  other  experiment.  Having  accustomed  a  bee  to  come 
to  honey  on  blue  paper,  he  ranged  other  supplies  of  honey  on  paper 
of  other  colours,  yellow,  orange,  red,  green,  black  and  white.  Then 
he  continually  transposed  the  coloured  paper,  leaving  the  honey  on  the 
same  spots,  but  the  bee  always  flew  to  the  blue  paper  wherever  it 
might  be. 

Sir  John  then  proceeded  to  describe  a  number  of  common  flowers, 
and  to  show  how  beautifully  they  are  adapted  to  secure  and  profit  by 
the  visits  of  insects,  taking  as  illustrations  the  berberry,  hea&,  dead- 
nettle,  salvia,  sweet  pea,  daisy,  cypripedium,  &c. 

He  then  passed  on  to  those  cases  in  which  cross-fertilization  is 
secured  by  the  relative  position  of  the  stamens  and  pistil ;  especially 
in  the  cases  of  primtda  and  lythrum.  He  referred  very  briefly 
to  the  modifications  undergone  by  bees  in  order  to  adapt  them  to 
flowers ;  and  after  mentioning  the  well-known  cases  of  the  sleep  of 
flowers,  as  being  possibly  connected  with  their  relation  to  insects,  and 
recording  some  observations  on  this  part  of  the  subject, — ^for  Instance, 
by  keeping  flowers  in  the  dark  he  induced  them  to  sleep  all  day, 
while  in  other  cases  he  kept  them  awake  all  night  by  means  of 
artificial  light — in  conclusion  he  remarked  that  the  observations 
commenced  by  Sprengel  have  shown  that  insects,  and  especially  bees, 
have  an  importance  in  relation  to  flowers  which  had  been  previously 
unsuspected. 

To  them  we  owe  the  beauties  of  our  gardens,  the  sweetness  of  our 
fields.     To  them  flowers  are  indebted  for  their  scent  and  colour,  nay. 
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their  very  existence  in  its  present  form.  Not  only  have  the  brilliant 
colours,  the  sweet  scent,  and  the  honey  of  flowers  been  gradaally 
developed  by  the  nnconscious  agency  of  insects,  but  the  very  arrange- 
ment of  the  colours — the  circular  bands  and  radiating  lines,  the  form, 
size,  and  position  of  the  petals,  the  arrangement  of  the  stamens  and 
pistil — all  have  reference  to  the  visits  of  insects,  and  are  disposed  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  ensure  the  great  object  which  these  visits  are 
destined  to  effect.  For  it  is  obvious  that  any  blossom  differing  from 
the  form  and  size  best  adapted  to  secure  the  due  transference  of  the 
pollen  would  be  less  likely  to  be  fertilized  than  others ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  those  which  were  rich  in  honey,  which  were  the  sweetest 
and  the  most  conspicuous, would  most  attract  the  attention  and  secure 
the  visits  of  insects ;  and  thus,  just  as  our  gardeners,  by  selecting  seed 
from  the  most  beautiful  varieties,  have  done  so  much  to  adorn  our 
gardens,  so  have  insects,  by  fertilizing  the  largest  and  most  brilliant 
flowers,  unconsciously,  but  not  less  effectually,  contributed  to  the 
beauty  of  our  woods  and  fields. 

[J.L.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  January  29, 1875. 

Thb  Dukb  of  NoBTHUMBEBLAin),  D.G.L.  President,  in  the  Ohair. 

Pbofbssob  Huxlbt,  LL.D.  Sec.B.S. 

On  the  Becefnt  Work  of  the  ^  Challenger '  Ea^edition,  and  iU  Bearing  on 
Geological  Problems, 

Thb  speaker  began  by  commenting  on  the  sailing  of  H.M.8. 
'  Challenger '  in  December,  1872,  the  nature  of  her  mission,  and  the 
completeness  and  perfection  of  her  equipment,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  Goschen. 

After  referring  to  the  course  laid  dpwn  for  the  *  Challenger,'  and 
her  expected  return  in  the  spring  of  1876,  he  said  that  her  work  is 
rather  more  than  half  done,  and  that  important  results  had  been 
already  obtained,  some  of  which  would  be  especially  dealt  with  in 
his  discourse;  but  it  was  necessary,  first,  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  state 
of  our  knowledge  on  the  subject  in  1872,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  the 
'Challenger's'  work,  without  over-estimating  its  value. 

The  first  successful  attempt  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  bottom 
of  the  sea,  and  of  the  limit  of  life  at  depths  greater  than  five  or  six 
hundred  feet,  was  made  by  Sir  John  Boss  in  1818,  who,  by  tiie  help 
of  a  very  ingenious  machine  of  his  own  contrivance,  brought  up 
several  poun£  of  mud  from  1050  fathoms,  or  6300  feet,  or  about 
a  mile  and  a  quarter,  in  Baffin's  Bay,  72°  80'  N.,  77°  15'  W.  The 
nature  of  what  was  brought  up  was  described  by  Boss  and  by  Sabine, 
who  accompanied  him.  It  was  a  fine  greenish  mud,  but  no  accurate 
determination  of  the  nature  of  this  mud  was  made.  Ehrenberg,  in 
1853,  examined  the  surface  scum  and  the  mud  obtained  by  Penny  in 
73°  and  74""  N.,  and  found  it  to  consist  of 

Diatoms  ^vesetable),  which  live  at  the  surface. 
Badiolarta  (animal),  which  live  at  the  sur&ce. 
Sjponge  spicules  (animal),  which  live  at  the  bottom. 

In  1854,  Bailey  determined  the  nature  of  the  mud  procured  by 
Brooke  in  900-2700  fathoms  (5400-16,200  feet),  in  the  Sea  of 
Eamschatka.  There  were  absolutely  no  calcareous  organisms  in  the 
mud ;  it  was  purely  silicious.  These  and  other  observations  in  the 
nortii  drcumpolar  area  tend  to  establish  the  existence  of  a  circum- 
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polar  zone  of  silicioas  deposit  in  the   Arctic  regions,   within   the 
parallel  of  66°  N. — a  North  Polar  sUicioua  cap. 

The  speaker  next  alluded  to  the  despatch  of  the  Antarctic  expe- 
dition under  Sir  James  Boss,  in  1839,  and  the  awakening  of  attention 
to  the  importance  of  the  work  done  hy  minute  organisms  by  Ehren- 
berg,  in  1836  and  1838.  Ehrenberg  discovered  that  organisms,  whose 
skeletons  resemble  those  which  occur  in  cretaceous  and  tertiary  rocks, 
and  sometimes  constitute  their  whole  mass,  are  still  living.  The 
observations  of  Sir  James  Boss  and  Dr.  Hooker,  at  two  distant  points 
of  the  Antarctic  zone,  proved  the  existence  of  a  Souih  Polar  silicious  cap. 

The  speaker  then  noticed  the  discovery  of  the  nature  of  the 
sediment  forming  the  bottom  of  the  deep  sea  in  the  intermediate  zone 
(about  110°  of  latitude),  of  calcareo^lidoua  deposit.  This  dates  back 
to  1863,  and  is  due  to  Ehrenberg's  examination  of  the  soundings 
brought  up  by  Berryman  from  2000  fathoms  (12,000  feet),  between 
Newfoundland  and  the  Azores.  They  consisted  of  silicious  Diatoms, 
Badiolaria,  and  Sponge  spicules,  as  in-  the  Arctic  and  Antarctic  seas : 
but  the  great  m^ss  of  the  deposit  was  formed  of  calcareous  Foraminifera. 
On  these  observations  Ehrenberg  based  the  conclusion  then  enun- 
ciated, that  "chalk  is  nothing  but  a  heap  of  dead  foraminiferal 
skeletons." 

Professor  Huxley  then  alluded  to  the  confirmation  of  these  results 
by  Bailey,  himself,  and  others,  and  to  the  discovery  of  the  extension 
of  a  similar  deposit  over  the  South  Atlantic  and  into  the  Indian  Ocean; 
and  the  further  confirmation  on  a  great  scale  by  the  '  Challenger.' 

Having  mentioned  Ehrenberg's  opinion,  that  GlohigerinoB,  <&c., 
live  at  the  bottom,  and  the  evidence  adduced  by  Dr.  Wallich  in 
confirmation  of  that  view,  he  referred  to  Major  Owen's  results,  and  to 
the  *  Challenger's'  confirmation  of  the  afiirmativo  proposition  that 
they  certainly  live  at  the  top ;  he  added,  that  the  negative  proposition 
that  they  do  not  also  live  at  the  bottom  is  left  open.  The  fact  that 
animals  which  do  live  at  the  bottom  feed  on  the  GlobigerinaB  is  pro- 
bably of  no  great  weight. 

The  speaker  next  adverted  to  the  Greemand  deposits  of  various 
geological  ages,  the  nature  of  which  was  discovered  by  Ehrenberg  in 
1864,  and  to  the  nearly  contemporaneous  discovery  of  recent  green- 
sand  (100-300  fathoms)  by  Pourtales  (1864),  and  the  investigation  of 
its  origin  by  Bailey  in  1866 ;  while  Parker  and  Jones  subsequently 
ascertained  the  formation  of  greensand  to  be  going  on  in  the  Austra- 
lian seas.  The  *  Challenger's '  discovery  of  greensand  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Agulhas  current  (200-300  fathoms)  was  then  mentioned. 
Thtis  flEir  the  value  of  the  work  of  the  ^  Challenger '  lies  in  extending 
and  confirming  conclusions  already  more  or  less  established.  The 
next  matter  is  especially  her  own. 

The  barrenness  of  the  deeper  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  the 
existence  of  a  fine  clay  there,  was  already  known ;  but  no  one  sus- 
pected the  existence  of  extensive  deposits  of  baiTon  clay  in  the  middle 
of  the  great  calcareo-silicious  zone  in  open  ocean. 
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The  dredgings  of  the  ^Challenger'  have  recently  shown  that 
certain  deep  oceanic  valleys  contain  thick  deposits  of  finely-diyided 
red  clay,  composed  of  a  silicate  of  alumina  and  peroxide  of  iron.  Thus, 
between  Teneriffe  and  S.  Thomas  a  great  valley  was  found  at  a  depth 
of  about  18,000  feet,  the  bottom  of  which  was  covered  with  this  red 
material.  The  origin  of  such  deposits  is  suggested  by  the  results  of 
some  experiments  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  chemist  to  the  '  Challenger,' 
who,  by  treating  the  Globigerina-marl  with  dilute  acids,  obtained  about 
1  or  2  per  cent,  of  insoluble  residuum,  which  strikingly  resembled 
the  clay  in  question.  Hence  the  conclusion  drawn  by  Professor 
Wyville  Thomson,  that  the  great  deep-seated  deposits  of  red  clay 
actually  represent  the  remains  of  marine  organisms,  of  which  myriads 
must  have  suffered  decomposition  to  furnish  these  vast  accumula- 
tions of  their  debris.  If  this  conclusion  be  correct,  not  only  silicious 
and  calcareous,  but  argillaceous  deposits  may  be  formed  by  the  long- 
continued  action  of  vital  agencies.  And  as,  by  well-lmown  pro- 
cesses of  metamorphosis,  such  silicious,  calcareous,  and  argillaceous 
deposits  may  be  converted  into  all  the  chief  kinds  of  rock  which  con- 
stitute the  earth's  crust,  it  will  follow  that  rocks  of  almost  any  mineralo- 
gical  composition  may  be  directly  or  indirectly  generated  by  the  action 
of  living  organisms.  Having  discussed  various  explanations  and 
dismissed  them  as  all  at  present  unsatisfSactory,  the  speaker  said  that 
the  certainties  are : 

1.  That,  beyond  certain  depths,  the  calcareous  organisms  which 
must  fall  over  the  area  covered  by  the  ocean  disappear,  and  their 
place  is  taken  by  fine  red  clay. 

2.  That  when  the  ordinary  Globigerina  ooze  has  its  calcareous 
matter  removed,  a  residuum  of  fine  red  clay  remains. 

But  standing  firmly  on  the  basis  of  bare  facts,  as  they  are  now 
ascertained,  it  is  permissible  to  use  these  facts  as  a  basis  for  deductions. 
Suppose  the  globe  of  the  earth  to  be  covered  with  water  uniformly  to 
a  depth  of  two  thousand  fathoms  (twelve  thousand  feet,  or  about  two 
miles),  the  merely  tidal  and  current  movements  which  would  then 
exist  in  the  water  would  be  insufficient  to  cause  any  important  amount 
of  degradation  of  the  solid  crust,  and  there  would  be  no  sedimentary 
deposits  worth  speaking  of. 

Now  let  the  lowest  forms  of  vegetable  and  animal  life — DtcUoms^ 

Radinlnria.  Foraminifero,  and  Spmiges — be  introduced,  and  the  result 

formation  of  the  silicious  pole  caps,  and  of  the  calcareo- 

Tmediate    zone;     and    these    might   accumulate   until 

[)cds  of  rottenstone  and  of  chalk,  of  many  thousand  feet 

:nown  metamorphic  processes  the  rottenstone  might  be 
0  a  dense  opaline  rock,  or  perhaps  into  quartzite ;  while 
;ht  be  converted  into  crystalline  limestone ;  and  in  each 
ace  of  its  origin  might  disappear. 
»arts  of  the  bottom  in  the  calcareo-silicious  area  be  raised 
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to  within  1000  feet,  and  others  depressed  to  18,000  feet.  Judging  by 
onr  present  knowledge,  the  former  might  be  replaced  by  greensand, 
and  the  latter  by  red  clay.  The  greensand  might  be  metamorphosed 
into  endless  varieties  of  those  minerals  into  which  silica,  alumina, 
iron,  and  potash  enter  in  diverse  proportions ;  the  clay  into  shales, 
schists,  slates,  and  even  into  gneiss  and  granite. 

And  thus  our  imaginary  world  would  be  covered  with  more  or  less 
extensive  patches  of  all  the  most  important  rocks  which  enter  into  the 
composition  of  the  globe,  every  particle  of  which  would  at  one  time 
have  formed  a  part  of  a  living  organism ;  though  in  some,  no  trace 
of  this  primitive  composition  would  remain,  and  though  it  is  quite 
possible  that  all  traces  of  organic  life  might  be  obliterated  in  every 
one  of  them. 

Application  of  these  results  was  then  made  to  the  reconciliation  of 
an  apparent  discrepancy  between  biological  theory  and  geological 
fact. 

1.  There  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  present  species  of  animals 
and  plants  have  arisen  by  gradual  modification  of  pre-existing  species. 

2.  There  is  conclusive  evidence  that,  even  geologically  speaking, 
the  process  has  been  very  slow,  and  has  continued  over  a  much  longer 
period  than  that  which  corre^onds  with  the  fossiliferous  rocks. 

8.  Nevertheless,  beneath  the  fossiliferous  rooks  lies  a  great  thick- 
ness of  unfossiliferous  quartzites,  sandstones,  slates,  gneiss,  and 
granite,  almost  entirely  azoic. 

These  researches  consequently  lend  great  support  to  the  views  of 
those  geologists  who  find  an  explanation  of  the  past  history  of  the 
rocks  in  the  present  operations  of  nature — views  which  were  held 
half  a  century  ago  by  Sir  Henry  De  la  Beche,  were  advocated  by 
Mr.  Poulett  Scrope,  and  were  still  more  clearly  develo|)ed  by  Sir 
Charles  Lyell,  who  has  so  ably  elaborated  the  doctrine  of  uniformi- 
tarianism  originally  enunciated  by  Hutton.  Sir  Charles  has,  indeed, 
survived  the  prejudices  which  at  first  opposed  his  views,  and  has  lived 
to  see  most  of  tiie  reputed  heresies  of  his  youth  become  established 
as  the  creed  of  every  philosophical  geologist. 

fT.  U.  H.] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  February  1, 1875. 

QB  BuBK,  Esq.  F.ILS.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Robert  Dunlop  Buchanan,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Laurence  Cave, 

WilUam  Payne,  Esq.  F.C.S.  F.RGA 

d  Members  of  the  Royal  Institution. 

RESENTS  receiired  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  vU, : — 


1/  of  State  for  Indta— Rig  Veda  Saohita.    Edited  by  F.  Max  Mall6r. 

.    4to.     1874. 

^^«^dm/ra%— Reports  from  H.M.8.*  Challenger,*  No.  2.  fol.  1873. 

ei  Lincei,  Neale—Atii.  Anno  XXVI.    Sees.  3,  4.    fol.    1874. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  Febroary  5, 1875. 

Warbbn  Dk  la  Ruk,  Esq.  D.CX.  F.RS.  V.P.  in  the  Chair. 

Jamss  Dswab,  Esq.  F.B.S.E. 

On  tAe  Physiological  Action  of  Light. 

The  late  Sir  Hknbt  Holland,  President  of  the  Boyal  InstitatioD,  in 
his  essay  on  the  "  Progress  and  Spirit  of  Physical  Science  "  (1858) 
says,  "  The  experiments  of  D'Arcy  prove  that  the  impression  of  light 
is  often  retained  on  the  retina  for  fully  two  and  a  half  minutes,  the 
time  in  which  a  luminous  particle  or  undulation  passes  through  nearly 
thirty  millions  of  miles  of  space  I  What  is  the  condition  of  light — 
be  it  conceived  as  matter,  or  motion,  or  force — when  thus  arrested 
and  enchained  in  a  living  organism  ?  " 

To  this  profound  problem  of  the  specific  effect  produced  on  the 
retina  and  optic  nerve  by  the  action  of  light,  Mr.  Dewar  and  Dr.  John 
G.  McEendnck  have  especially  directed  their  attention.  Numerous 
hypotheses  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  by  physicists  and  phy- 
siologists ;  but  up  to  the  present  date  our  knowledge  of  the  subject  is 
without  any  experimental  foundation.  For  example,  Newton,  Melloni, 
and  Secbeck  stated  that  the  action  of  light  on  the  retina  consisted  of 
a  communication  of  mere  vibrations ;  Toung  conjectured  that  it  was 
a  minute  intermittent  motion  of  some  portion  of  the  optic  nerre ; 
Du  Bois-Beymond  attributed  it  to  an  electrical  effect ;  Draper  sup- 
posed that  it  depended  on  a  houtiug  effect  on  a  choroid ;  and  Mosier 
compared  it  to  the  action  of  light  on  a  sensitive  photographic  plate. 

It  is  evident  that,  in  accordance  with  the  principle  of  the  trans- 
ference of  energy  now  universally  accepted,  the  action  of  light  on 
the  retina  must  produce  an  equivalent  result,  which  may  be  expressed, 
for  example,  as  heat,  chemical  action,  or  electro-motive  power.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  electro-motive  force  of  a  piece  of  muscle  is 
diminished  when  it  is  caused  to  contract  by  its  normal  stimulus,  the 
nervous  energy  conveyed  along  the  nerve  supplying  it ;  and  similarly 
a  nerve  suffers  a  diminution  of  its  normal  electro-motive  force  during 
action.  In  the  same  manner,  the  amount  and  variations  of  the  electro- 
motive power  of  the  optic  nerve  affected  secondarily  by  the  action  of 
light  on  the  retina,  are  physical  expressions  of  certain  changes  pro- 
duced in  the  latter ;  or,  in  other  words,  are  functions  of  the  external 
exciting  energy,  which  in  this  case  is  light.  Considerations  8U(^  as 
these  led  them  to  form  the  opinion  that  the  problem  of  what  effect, 
if  any,  the  action  of  light  has  on  the  electro-motive  force  of  the  retina 
and  optic  nerve,  would  require  for  its  investigation  very  careful  and 
refined  experiment. 

The  inquiry  divided  itself  into  two  parts — first,  to  ascertain  the 
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electro-motive  force  of  the  retina  and  nerve ;  and,  second,  to  observe 
whether  this  was  altered  in  amount  by  the  action  of  light.  Tho 
electro-motive  force  of  any  living  tissue  can  bo  readily  determined 
by  the  method  of  Du  Bois-Beymond.  This  great  physiologist  found 
that  every  point  of  the  external  surface  of  the  eyeball  of  a  large 
tench  was  positive  to  the  artificial  transverse  section  of  the  optic 
nerve,  but  negative  to  the  longitudinal  section.  This  he  accom- 
plished by  the  use  of  his  well-known  non-polarizable  electrodes, 
formed  of  troughs  of  zinc  carefully  amalgamated,  containing  a  solu- 
tion of  neutral  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  having  cushions  of  Swedish 
filter  paper  on  which  to  rest  the  preparation.  (To  protect  the  pre- 
paration from  the  irritant  action  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  a  thin  film, 
or  guard  of  sculptor's  clay,  moistened  with  a  *75  per  cent,  solution  of 
common  salt,  and  worked  out  to  a  point,  was  placed  on  each  cushion.) 
These  electrodes  were  connected  with  a  galvanometer,  and  the  pre- 
paration was  placed  so  that  the  eyeball,  carefully  freed  from  muscle, 
rested  on  the  one  clay-guard,  while  the  transverse  section  of  the  optic 
nerve  was  in  contact  with  the  other.  By  following  Du  Bois-Bey- 
mond's  method  the  experimenters  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
strong  deflection  from  the  eyes  of  various  rabbits,  a  cat,  a  dog,  a 
pigeon,  a  tortoise,  numerous  frogs,  and  a  goldfish.  The  deflection 
was  frequently  so  much  as  to  drive  the  spot  of  light  off  the  galvano- 
meter scale. 

With  regard  to  the  second  question — namely.  Whether,  and  to 
what  extent,  the  electro-motivo  force  would  be  affected  by  light? 
more  difficulty  was  found.  The  method  followed  was  to  place  the 
eyeball  on  the  cushions  in  the  manner  above  described,  to  note  the 
deflection  of  the  galvanometer  needle,  and  then  to  observe  whether  or 
not  any  effect  was  produced  on  the  impact  of  a  beam  of  light  during 
its  continuance  and  on  its  removal.  In  a  few  of  the  earlier  experi- 
ments Du  Bois-Reymond's  multiplying  galvanometer  was  used,  but 
finding  the  amount  of  deflection  obtained  was  so  small  that  the  effect 
of  light  could  not  be  readily  observed,  they  latterly  used  Sir  William 
Thomson's  exceedingly  sensitive  reflecting  galvanometer,  kindly  lent 
them  by  Professor  Tait.  They  met  also  with  secondary  difficulties, 
such  as  the  dying  of  the  nerve,  the  impossibility  of  maintaining  an 
absolutely  constant  zero,  and  an  absolutely  constant  amount  of 
polarity,  the  effects  of  heat,  <&c. ;  but  these  difficulties  were  overcome 
as  far  as  possible  by  the  most  approved  methods.  The  changes  in 
polarity  of  the  apparatus  occurred  slowly,  and  could  not  be  mistaken 
for  the  changes  produced  by  the  action  of  light,  which  occurred 
suddenly,  and  lasted  a  short  period  of  time.  It  is  also  important 
to  state  that  the  deflections  observed  do  not  at  present  profess  to 
be  absolute,  but  only  relative  values.  About  five  hundred  observations 
were  made  previous  to  April  1873,  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
obtain  accurate  results.  The  effects  of  heat  were  carefully  avoided 
by  covering  over  the  troughs  on  which  the  eye  under  examination 
rested,  with  a  spherical  double-shell  of  glass,  having  at  least  an  inch 
of  water  between  tho  walls. 
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The  results  arrived  at  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  action  of  light  on  the  retina  is  to  alter  the  amount  of  the 
electro-motive  force  to  the  extent  of  from  3  to  7  per  cent,  of  the  total 
amoont  of  the  natural  current. 

2.  A  flash  of  light,  lasting  the  fraction  of  a  second,  produces  a 
marked  effect. 

3.  A  lighted  match,  held  at  a  distance  of  four  or  five  feet,  is 
sufficient  to  produce  an  effect. 

4.  The  light  of  a  small  gas  flame  enclosed  in  a  lantern,  and  caused 
to  pass  through  a  globular  glass  jar  (12  inches  in  diameter),  filled 
with  a  solution  of  ammoniacal  sulphate  of  copper,  or  bichromate  of 
potash,  has  also  produced  a  change  in  the  amount  of  the  electro- 
motive power. 

5.  The  action  of  light  on  the  eye  of  the  frog  is  as  follows: 
When  a  diffused  light  is  allowed  to  impinge  on  the  eye  of  the  frog, 
after  it  has  arrived  at  a  tolerably  stable  condition,  the  natural  electro- 
motive power  is  in  the  first  place  increased,  then  diminished ;  during 
the  continuance  of  light  it  is  still  slowly  diminished  to  a  point  where 
it  remains  constant ;  and  on  the  removal  of  light  there  is  a  sudden 
increase  of  the  electro-motive  power  nearly  up  to  its  original  position. 
The  alterations  above  referred  to  are  variables,  depending  on  the 
quality  and  intensity  of  the  light  employed,  the  position  of  the  eye- 
ball on  the  cushions,  and  modifications  in  the  vitality  of  the  tissues. 

6.  Similar  experiments  made  with  the  eye  of  warm-blooded 
animals,  placed  on  the  cushions  as  rapidly  as  possible  after  the  death 
of  the  animal,  and  under  the  same  conditions,  have  never  given  an 
initial  positive  variation,  as  detailed  in  the  case  of  the  frog,  but 
always  a  negative  variation.  The  after  inductive  effect  on  the  with- 
drawal of  light  occurs  in  the  same  way. 

7.  Many  experiments  were  made  as  to  effect  of  light  from 
different  portions  of  the  spectrum.  This  was  accomplished  by  causing 
different  portions  of  the  spectrum  of  the  oxyhydrogen  lime-light  to 
impinge  on  the  eye.  All  these  observations  tend  to  show  that  the 
greatest  effect  is  produced  by  those  parts  of  the  spectrum  that  appear 
to  consciousness  to  be  the  most  luminous ;  namely,  the  yellow  and 
the  green. 

8.  Similarly,  experiments  made  with  light  of  varying  intensity 
show  that  the  physical  effects  observed  vary  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
correspond  closely  with  the  values  that  wo  old  result  if  the  well- 
known  law  of  Fechner  was  approximately  true. 

9.  The  method  followed  in  these  inquiries  is  a  new  method  in 
physiological  research,  and  by  the  employment  of  proper  appliances 
it  may  be  greatly  extended,  not  only  uith  regard  to  vision,  but  also  to 
the  other  senses. 

After  April  21, 1878,  Mr.  Dewar  and  Dr.  McEendrick,  the  experi- 
menters, endeavoured  to  obtain  quantitative  results,  involving  time  as  a 
variable  element  in  the  case  of  the  action  of  light  on  the  retina  and  optic 
nerve.    They  therefore  found  it  necessary  to  construct  a  true  graphical 
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r  epresentation  of  the  variations  of  the  electro-motive  foroe  occasioned 
by  the  impact  and  cessation  of  light.  It  is  clear  that  to  register 
minute  galvanometrical  alterations,  the  only  plan  that  could  be 
employed  would  be  to  photograph  on  a  sensitive  surface,  covering  a 
cylinder  rapidly  revolving  on  a  horizontal  axis,  the  alteration  of 
position  of  the  spot  of  light  reflected  from  the  mirror,  just  as  con- 
tinuous magnetic  observations  are  registered.  As  the  apparatus  re- 
quired to  execute  these  observations  is  very  complicated,  and  would 
require  much  preliminary  pi*actice,  they  in  the  meantime  adopted  a 
simpler  method  of  registration.  This  plan  was  to  note  the  position 
of  the  galvanometer  at  equal  intervals  of  time  before,  during,  and 
after  the  impact  of  light  on  the  eye.  In  these  observations  they  used 
a  seconds  pendulum  giving  a  loud  beat.  One  observer  read  aloud  the 
galvanometer ;  the  other  marked  every  interval  of  two  and  a  half 
seconds,  registered  the  numbers  obtained,  and  regulated  the  supply  of 
light.  A  little  practice  in  the  method  above  described  enabled  them 
to  obtain  very  satisfactory  results,  agreeing  very  closely  in  different 
observations,  and  showing  in  a  decided  way  the  salient  points  of  the 
variation  curve. 

These  curves  show  that  on  the  impact  of  light  there  is  a  sudden 
increase  of  the  electro-motive  force :  during  the  continuance  of  light 
it  fiftUs  to  a  minimum  value,  and  on  the  withdrawal  of  light  there  is 
what  they  termed  an  inductive  effect,  that  is  to  say,  a  sudden  increase 
of  the  electro-motive  force  which  enables  the  nerve  to  acquire  its 
normal  energy.  The  falling  off  of  the  electro-motive  force  by  the 
continued  action  of  light  is  the  physical  representative  of  what,  in 
physiological  language,  is  called  fatigue;  the  inductive  effect  ex- 
hibiting the  return  of  the  structure  to  its  normal  state.  Occasionally 
the  impact  of  light  is  not  followed  by  a  rise  in  the  electro-motive 
force,  but  by  a  diminution.  This  is  probably  to  be  explained  by  the 
&ct,  that  the  death  of  the  retina  and  nerve  is  indicated  by  a  gradual 
falling  of  the  electro-motive  force,  and  that  this  change  frequently 
goes  on  so  rapidly  that  the  impact  of  light  is  unable  to  produce  any 
rise.  In  these  circumstances,  tiie  spot  of  light,  which  before  the  im- 
pact of  light  was  slowly  moving  downwards,  is  on  the  impact  steadied 
for  a  moment,  and  then  pursues  its  downward  course  more  rapidly. 

By  severaJ  distinct  sets  of  observations  : 

1.  It  was  proved  that  though  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
strong  current  from  the  skin  of  the  frog,  this  current  is  not  affected 
by  light.  This  observation  demonstrates  that  the  pigment  cells  of 
the  i^n  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cornea  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
results  obtained. 

2.  The  current  obtained  from  a  mass  of  the  pigment  cells  of  the 
choroid  does  not  exhibit  any  sensitiveness  to  light. 

3.  The  subcutaneous  ii^'ection  into  the  frog  of  woorara,  santonin, 
belladonna,  and  Calabar  bean,  does  not  destroy  the  sensibility  of  the 
retina  to  light. 

4.  As  to  the  action  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  eye.  On  care- 
fully bisecting  an  eye  of  a  frog,  so  as  to  remove  completely  the  an- 
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terior  portion,  including  cornea,  aqueons  humour,  iris,  ciliary  muscle, 
and  lens,  and  on  bringing  the  retina  into  actual  contact  with  one  of 
the  clay  pads,  we  readily  obtained  a  large  deflection,  which  was  as 
sensitive  to  light  as  when  the  whole  eye  was  employed,  thus  elimi- 
nating any  possibility  of  the  contraction  of  the  iris  under  the  stimulus 
of  light  having  to  do  with  the  results  previously  obtained. 

5.  On  using  the  anterior  portion  of  the  eye,  so  that  the  cornea  and 
posterior  surface  of  the  crystalline  lens  were  the  poles,  a  large  deflec- 
tion, which  was,  however,  insensible  to  light,  was  obtained. 

6.  The  sclerotic  and  nerve  without  the  retina,  in  the  same  manner, 
gave  a  large  natural  electro-motive  force,  also  not  sensitive. 

7.  The  distribution  of  the  electro-motive  force  between  the  different 
portions  of  the  eye  and  cross  section  of  the  nerve  may  be  stated  as 
follows :  The  most  positive  structure  is  the  cornea,  then  the  sclerotic, 
then  the  longitudinal  surface  of  the  nerve  ;  the  cornea  is  also  positive 
to  the  posterior  surface  of  the  crystalline  lens,  and  the  retina  itself 
seems  to  be  positive  to  the  transverse  section  of  the  nerve. 

8.  As  to  the  eflects  produced  by  lights  of  diflerent  intensities.  If 
a  candle  is  placed  at  a  distance  of  one  foot  from  the  eye,  and  then  is 
removed  ten  feet,  the  amount  of  light  received  by  the  eye  is  exactly 
one  hundredth  part  of  what  is  got  at  a  distance  of  one  foot,  whereas 
the  electro-motive  force,  instead  of  being  altered  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, is  only  reduced  to  one-third.  Bepeated  experiments  made 
with  the  eye  in  diflerent  positions  have  conclusively  shown  that  a 
quantity  of  light  one  hundred  times  in  excess  of  another  quantity 
only  modifies  the  electro-motive  force  to  the  extent  of  increasing  it 
three  times  as  much,  certainly  not  more. 

9.  It  was  apparent  that  these  experiments  would  ultimately  bear 
upon  the  theory  of  sense-perception  as  connected  with  vision.  It  is 
now  generally  admitted  that  no  image,  as  such,  of  an  external  object 
is  conveyed  to  the  sensorium,  but  that  in  reality  the  brain  receives 
certain  impressions  of  alterations  taking^place  in  the  receiving  organ. 
The  natural  query  then  arises.  Are  the  physical  effects  we  have  de- 
scribed and  measured  really  comparable  in  any  way  with  our  sen- 
sational differences  in  light  perception,  when  we  eliminate  all  mental 
processes  of  association,  <&c.,  and  leave  only  perception  of  difference 
of  intensity  ?  In  other  words,  are  these  changes  the  representative 
of  what  is  conveyed  to  the  sensorium  ?  It  would  appear,  at  first  sight, 
that  this  problem  is  altogether  beyond  experimental  inquiry.  There 
is,  however,  a  way  of  arriving  at  very  accurate  measures  of  the  variation 
of  our  sensational  differences  in  the  case  of  light,  and  this  has  been 
developed  theoretically  and  experimentally  by  the  justly  renowned 
physiologist  Fechner.  Stating  the  law  of  Fechner*  generally,  wo 
may  say  the  difference  of  our  sensations  is  proportional  to  the 
logarithm  of  the  quotient  of  the  respective  luminous  intensities.  A 
recent  series  of  experiments  by  Dalboeuf  f  has  entirely  confirmed  the 
truth  of  this  law.     If,  therefore,  the  observed  differences  in  electro- 

*  Fechner.  *  Elemente  dea  Psychophysik/   Hclmholtz, '  Optique  Physiologique.* 
t  Recent  Memoir  to  Belgian  Academy. 
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motive  power,  registered  under  conditionB  of  varying  luminous  inten- 
sity, agree  with  tliis  law  of  Fechner,  regulating  our  sensational  im- 
pressions, then  there  can  be  little  doubt  these  variations  are  the  cause 
of,  and  are  comparable  to,  our  perception  of  sensational  differences. 
Now,  it  is  stated  above,  that  with  a  quantity  of  light  one  hundred 
times  in  excess  of  anotJier  quantity,  the  electro-motive  force  only 
becomes  three  times  greater.  According  to  Fechner's  law,  we  may 
say  the  difference  of  our  sensations,  with  that  variation  in  the  amount 
of  luminous  intensity,  would  be  represented  by  2,  the  logarithm  of  100. 
The  experimental  results  being  as  3  to  1,  the  difference  is  also  2, 
thus  agreeing  very  closely.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that 
these  results  have  been  obtained  by  experiment  on  the  eye  of  the  frog, 
but  similar  changes  have  been  observed  in  the  eyes  of  mammals.  In 
the  latter,  however,  the  amount  of  alteration  is  not  so  great,  in  all 
probability  owing  to  the  rapid  death  of  the  parts. 

10.  When  one  clay  point  is  placed  in  contact  with  the  cornea  or 
nerve,  and  the  other  with  the  section  of  the  optic  lobe,  a  current  is  at 
once  obtained  which  is  sensitive  to  light.  In  this  experiment  the  eye 
is  left  in  the  orbit,  and  the  nerve  is  uninjured.  Thus,  the  effect  of 
light  on  the  retina  has  been  traced  into  the  brain. 

The  continuance  of  these  investigations  led  to  the  following  results: 

1.  The  light  from  a  beam  of  uncondensed  moonlight,  though  of 
weak  intensity,  and  almost  entirely  free  from  heat  rays,  is  still 
sufficient  to  alter  the  electro-motive  power  of  the  nerve  and  retina. 

2.  They  examined  the  phenomenon  in  the  eyes  of  the  following 
animals:  (1)  The  common  newt — Triton  aquaticus ;  (2)  The  gold- 
fish— Cyprinus  auratus ;  (3)  The  rockling — Motella  vulgaris  ;  (4)  The 
stickleback  — 6ra«/cro«tetw  trachurus  ;  (6)  The  common  edible  crab — 
Cancer  pagurus  ;  (6)  The  swimming  crab — Portunus  puher  ;  (7)  The 
spider  crab — Hyas^  coarctatus^  (8)  The  hermit  crab — Pagurus  Bern- 
hai'dus  ;  and  (9)  The  lobster — Hofnarus  vulgaris. 

The  general  results  with  the  eyes  of  these  various  animals  were 
similar  to  those  previously  described.  The  eye  of  the  goldfish  and 
rockling,  both  sluggish  fishes,  were  found  to  resemble  each  other,  in- 
asmuch as  the  variations  in  the  electro-motive  force  were  slow,  and  in 
this  respect  they  presented  a  marked  contrast  to  those  of  the  active 
and  alert  stickleback,  the  eye  of  which  was  very  sensitive  to  light. 

The  experiments  on  tJbe  eyes  of  Crustacea  are  of  importance, 
because  they  show  that  the  action  of  light  on  the  compound  eye  is 
the  same  as  on  the  simple  eye,  namely,  that  it  alters  the  amount  of  the 
electro-motive  force  of  the  sensitive  surface.  The  eye  of  the  lobster 
was  found  to  give  a  deflection  of  about  600  galvanometrical  degrees, 
the  scale  being  placed  at  a  distance  of  about  26  inches.  Light  pro- 
duced a  variation  in  this  deflection  of  about  60  degrees,  that  is,  about 
10  per  cent.,  the  largest  amount  of  variation  yet  observed  in  any 
eye*  It  was  also  demonstrated  that  the  effect  of  light,  diminished 
in  intensity  by  distance,  was  exactly  what  was  observed  in  the  case  of 
the  simple  eye.     For  example,  at  the  distance  of  one  foot  a  variation 
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to  the  extent  of  aboat  100  degrees  was  obscnred.  At  a  distance  of  10 
feet,  with  ^iif^  P<^  ^^  ^^^  amount  of  light,  the  effect  was  not  1  degree 
but  20  degrees,  or  ^th  of  the  total  amount  observed  at  1  foot. 

3.  The  action  of  light  on  the  electro-motive  force  of  the  living  eye 
in  cats  and  birds  (pigeon  and  owl)  has  been  observed.  In  the  earlier 
experiments  great  difficulty  was  found  in  observing  sensitiveness  to 
light  in  the  eyes  of  mammals  and  birds,  when  these  were  removed 
with  the  utmost  dispatch  from  the  orbit  of  the  animal  immediately 
after  death.  This  was  evidently  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sensibility 
of  the  nervous  system  in  these  animals  disappears  quickly  after  the 
withdrawal  of  healthy  blood.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  per- 
form the  experiment  on  the  living  animal.  This  was  done  by  first 
putting  the  cat  or  bird  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  then  fixing 
it  by  a  proper  apparatus  so  that  the  head  was  perfectly  immovable, 
and  lastly  removing  the  outer  wall  of  the  orbit  with  as  little  dis- 
turbance to  the  ciliary  vessels  as  possible.  The  optic  nerve  was  now 
cut,  the  transverse  section  directed  upwards,  and  the  clay  points  of 
the  electrodes  were  now  adjusted,  one  to  the  transverse  section  of  the 
nerve,  and  the  other  to  the  cornea.  With  these  arrangements  a  strong 
current  extremely  sensitive  to  light  was  at  once  formed. 

4.  The  effect  was  traced  into  the  optic  lobes  of  a  living  pigeon 
under  chloroform.  The  following  were  the  results  of  this  observa- 
tion :  a.  When  one  pole  was  applied  to  the  left  optic  lobe,  and  the 
other  to  the  cornea  of  the  right  eye,  a  deflection  was  obtained  which 
was  sensitive  to  light :  h.  When  the  pole  was  removed  from  the  right 
eye  and  applied  to  the  cornea  of  the  left,  a  smaller  deflection  was  ob- 
tained, also  sensitive  to  light ;  and  e.  When  light  was  allowed  to 
impinge  on  both  eyes,  while  the  one  pole  was  in  contact  with  either 
eye  and  the  other  with  the  left  optic  lobe,  the  result  was  nearly 
double  that  produced  by  the  impact  of  light  on  one  eye  alone,  eith^ 
right  or  left.  These  effects  may  be  explained  by  the  decussation  of 
the  optic  nerves  in  the  optic  commissure. 

5.  The  eye  of  the  snake*  was  examined,  and  in  its  action  resembled 
that  of  the  frog. 

6.  The  law  of  the  variation  in  the  electro-motive  force  of  the 
retina  and  optic  nerve  therefore  holds  good  in  the  following  groups 
of  the  animal  kingdom,  Mammalia,  Aves,  Beptilia,  Amphibia,  Pisces, 
and  Crustacea. 

7.  Many  experiments  were  made  which  prove  that  the  psycho- 
physical law  of  Fechner,  previously  alluded  to,  is  not  dependeut  only 
on  perception  in  the  brain,  but  in  part  on  the  structure  of  the  eye 
itself.  The  effects  which  occur  on,  during,  and  after  the  action  of 
light  on  the  retina,  also  take  place  after  the  eye  has  been  removed 
from  all  connection  with  the  brain.  Thus  the  law  of  Fechner  is  not, 
as  has  been  hitherto  supposed,  a  function  of  the  brain  alone,  but  is 
really  a  function  of  the  terminal  organ,  the  retina. 

*  Kindly  sent  by  Mr.  Bartleit,  of  the  Zoologioul  Gardens,  Regent's  Park. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  Manager  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Aquarium,  kindly  bupplied  three 
specimens  of  Eledone  (a  cuttle-fish,  tu  represcut  Mollusc  t\  but  none  arrived  alive. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1875.J  Physiological  Action  of  Light,  367 

8.  A  new  method  was  employed  for  registering  galvanometrical 
variations,  which  may  be  of  service  in  many  physical  and  physiological 
researches.  This  consists  in  placing  at  the  proper  distance  from  the 
galvanometer,  instead  of  the  onlinary  graduated  scale,  the  snrface  of  a 
cylinder  covered  with  paper,  and  moving  on  a  horizontal  axis  by 
clock-work.  The  spot  of  light  reflected  irom  the  galvanometer  mirror 
is  rendered  more  precise  by  having  the  shade  of  the  galvanometer 
lamp  blackened  over  the  entire  surface,  with  the  exception  of  a  spot 
about  three  millimetres  in  breadth,  in  the  centre  of  which  a  line 
or  cross  is  made  of  soot.  The  image  of  this  line  or  cross  is  of  course 
reflected  by  the  mirror  upon  the  cylinder.  When  the  cylinder  is  set 
in  motion  by  the  clock-work  the  spot  of  light  may  be  accurately 
followed  by  the  hand  of  the  observer,  after  a  little  practice,  with  a 
fine  brush  moistened  with  ink.  The  cylinder  employed  performed  a 
complete  revolution  in  eighty  seconds.  This  time  was  divided  into 
four  equal  parts,  each  representing  twenty  seconds,  by  four  lines 
drawn  transversely  at  equal  intervals  across  the  paper  on  the  cylinder. 
The  first  space,  between  lines  one  and  two,  represented  twenty  se- 
conds, in  which  the  eye  was  in  the  dark,  and  in  which  the  electro- 
motive force  is  represented  by  a  straight  line ;  the  second  space, 
between  lines  two  and  three,  represented  twenty  seconds,  during 
which  the  effect  of  the  impact  of  light  took  place,  and  in  which  the 
variation  of  the  electro-motive  force  is  indicated  either  by  a  curve  to 
the  right  or  to  the  left ;  the  third  space,  between  lines  three  and  four, 
represented  twenty  seconds  of  continued  action  of  light,  during  which 
the  electro-motive  force  gradually  rises ;  and  lastly,  the  fourth  space, 
between  lines  four  and  one  (the  point  of  starting),  representing  twenty 
seconds,  during  which  the  electro-motive  forces  at  first  rise  on  the 
withdrawal  of  light,  and  afterwards  sink  rapidly. 

It  has  been  experimentally  proved — (1)  that  the  impact  of  light 
on  the  eyes  of  members  of  the  following  groups  of  animals,  viz. 
Mammalia,  Aves,  Beptilia,  Amphibia,  Pisces,  and  Crustacea,  produces 
a  variation  amounting  to  from  3  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  normal  electro- 
motive force  existing  between  the  corneal  surface  and  the  transverse 
section  of  the  nerve ;  (2)  that  this  electrical  alteration  may  be  traced 
into  the  brain ;  (8)  that  those  rays  that  we  regard  as  most  luminous 
produce  the  largest  variation ;  (4)  that  the  alteration  of  the  electrical 
effect  with  varying  luminous  intensity  seems  to  follow  very  closely 
ratios  given  by  the  psychophysical  law  of  Fechner ;  (5)  that  the  elec- 
trical alteration  is  due  to  the  action  of  light  on  the  retinal  structure 
itself,  as  it  is  independent  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  eye,  elimi- 
nating, therefore,  the  natural  supposition  that  the  contraction  of  the 
iris  might  produce  a  similar  resalt ;  (6)  that  it  is  possible,  by  experi- 
ment, to  discover  the  physical  expression  of  what  is  usually  called  in 
physiological  language  fatigue ;  and  (7)  that  the  method  employed  in 
this  research  may  be  applied  to  the  investigation  of  the  special  organs 
of  the  other  senses. 

IJ.  D.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  February  12,  1875. 

George  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Cliair. 

W.  R  Gbbo,  Esq. 

On  Life  at  High-Pressure,* 

I.  Beyond  doubt,  the  most  salient  characteristic  of  life  in  this  latter 
half  of  the  nineteenth  century  is  its  speed — the  rato  at  which  we  move 
and  the  high  pressure  at  which  we  work.  The  question  to  be  consi- 
dered is,  first,  whether  this  is  in  itself  a  good ;  and,  next,  whether  it 
is  worth  the  price  we  pay  for  it.  Unquestionably  life  seems  certainly 
fuller  and  longer  for  this  speed ;  is  it  really  richer  and  more  effective? 
We  can  do  more;  but  is  "doing"  every  thing  and  "being"  nothing? 

Our  pride  in  our  rapidity  of  movement  is  natural,  but  not  rational 
or  healthy.  [The  speaker  here  quoted,  in  striking  illustration  of  his 
meaning.  Baron  Hubner's  account  of  his  voyage  across  the  Atlantic, 
where,  in  order  to  arrive  forty-eight  hours  sooner,  the  steamers  en- 
counter dangers  fitted  to  appal  the  stoutest  heart.]  The  physical  con- 
sequences of  this  needless  haste  and  hurry  are  serious  enough  ;  but 
the  moral  consequences  are  probably  graver  still.  Chronic  disturbances 
of  the  nervous  system  and  other  evils,  such  as  heart  disease,  ensue  from 
rapid  railway  travelling ;  and  a  life  of  excitement,  such  as  haste  inevit- 
ably involves,  can  scarcely  be  deemed  an  adequate  or  a  worthy  life. 
An  atmosphere  of  excitement,  especially  when  we  enter  it  young  and 
continue  in  it  habitually,  is  fatal  to  the  higher  and  deeper  life;  it 
insidiously  and  gradually  conduces  to  an  unsound  mental  and  moral 
condition.  [Reference  was  here  made  to  the  scenes  witnessed  in  France 
during  the  distressing  yeajrs  of  1870-71.] 

II.  But  our  life  at  high  pressure  is  shown  even  more  in  our  style 
of  work  than  in  our  rate  of  movement.  The  world  is  growing  more 
exacting  in  its  demands  from  all  labourers,  except  merely  manual  ones. 
[This  was  illustrated  by  reference  to  the  increased  strain  put  upon 
the  powers  of  the  professional  classes — lawyers,  physicians,  and  states- 
men.] And  it  is  not  only  health  and  strength  that  often  give  way. 
Men  who  give  up  their  entire  being  to  this  labour  often  lose  all  capa- 
bility of  a  better  life,  all  relish  for  recreation  or  contemplation,  all 
true  appreciation  of  leisure,  when  it  comes  at  last, — when  the  culmi- 
nating point  of  success  is  reached.  Thus  it  is  that  we  sacrifice  life  to 
a  living — the  end  to  the  means — 

•*  Et,  propter  vitam,  vivendi  perdere  causae/' 

*  This  discourse  (in  an  enlarged  form)  was  publisbed  in  the  '  Contcmpomiy 
Review  '  for  March,  1875. 
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People  maintam  that  this  excess  of  toil  is  nnayoidable,  and  that  you 
most  keep  the  pace  or  fall  hehind.  [The  speaker  was  not  convinced  of 
this ;  and  urged,  that  if  it  were  so,  men  should  not  work  over  long ; 
they  should  yield  the  place  to  younger  and  needier  aspirants.  His 
indictment  against  the  spirit  of  the  age  is,  that  excess  is  enforced,  and 
that  moderation — which  to  the  wiser  Greeks  seemed  the  essence  of 
wisdom — is  forbidden,  or  appears  to  be  so.] 

Another  point  to  be  noticed  is,  that  while  this  high  pressure 
assigns  its  prizes  to  men  of  exceptional  physique,  the  ayerage  man 
succumbs.  Even  in  intellectual  careers,  physical  strength  is  nearly 
as  essential  as  mental  superiority,  which  often  fails  for  want  of  it. 
Thus  the  slow-moving,  the  tardily-developing,  now  bid  fair  to  be 
elbowed  out  of  their  careers,  and  the  prospect  before  the  dull  and 
dunces  is  growing  deplorable  indeed. 

III.  It  would  seem  that  the  future  in  England  is  not  to  be  for  the 
moderately  wealthy  any  more  than  for  the  moderately  industrious  or 
moderately  clever.  The  aggregate  wealth  of  this  country  has  enor- 
mously increased,  and  more  vast  fortunes  have  been  heaped  up  in  a 
shorter  time  than  probably  at  any  former  epoch.*  Increased  riches 
have  brought  increased  demand  for  most  articles;  and  in  those  articles 
consumption  has  overtaken  production ;  and  many  of  these  are  articles 
of  prime  necessity,!  with  consequent  higher  prices  and  a  rise  in 
house-rent  and  servants'  wages  and  maintenance ;  and  among  average 
middle-class  families  the  cost  of  living  is  25  per  cent,  higher  than  it 
was  twenty-five  years  ago.  With  this  the  style  of  living  also  has 
advanced  in  an  extraordinary  ratio :  persons  who  could  live  in  comfort 
on  4002.  or  6002.  a  year  strive  in  vain  to  do  so  now ;  and  there  is  a 
danger  of  the  moderate,  unstriving  natures  being  crushed  out  between 
the  upper  and  nether  millstones  of  a  prosperous,  well-paid  labouring 
class  and  the  lavish  noble  or  ignoble  opulent. 

As  a  remedy  to  this,  the  acknowledged  chiefs  of  society  should 
judiciously  set  an"  example  by  causing  simplicity  to  become  '*  good 
style,"  and  luxury  and  ostentation  to  be  voted  vidgar.  The  seeds  of 
this  moral  revulsion  are  already  in  existence ;  and  tibere  are  thousands 
among  our  upper  ranks  to  whom  the  indulgences  and  pleasures  around 
them  bring  no  true  enjoyment,  but  rather  the  intense  sadness  of 
satiety. 

In  conclusion,  the  speaker  expressed  his  strong  aversion  to  asceti- 
cism-^that  is,  to  gratuitous  self-denial  or  self-infliction — as  an  intel- 
lectual and  moral  mistake  ;  and  to  the  opposing  demands  of  body  and 
mind  he  applied  the  words,  *'  Let  us  seek  the  conciliation  of  conflicting 
claims  not  by  compromise,  but  by  justice ;  by  giving  to  everyone,  not 
the  half  of  what  he  asks,  but  the  whole  of  what  he  ought  to  have." 


In  MiUlons.  1858.  1872. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  February  19,  1875. 

The  DuKB  OF  NoBTHUMBXBLAKD,  D.C.L.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  E.  Fbankland,  D.C.L.  F.R.8.  &c. 

On  Biver  PoUution. 

Ik  1865  a  Royal  Commission  was  issued  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
how  far  the  present  use  of  rivers  in  England,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  the  drainage  of  towns  and  populous  places,  and  the  refuse 
arising  from  industrial  processes  and  manufactures,  can  be  prevented, 
without  risk  to  the  public  health,  or  serious  injury  to  such  processes 
and  manufactures,  and  how  far  such  refuse  and  drainage  can  be  got 
rid  of  or  utilized,  otherwise  than  by  discharge  into  rivers,  or  rendered 
harmless  before  reaching  them.  Inquiry  was  also  to  be  made  into  the 
water  supply  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  were  Mr.  Robert  Rawlinson,  Mr. 
John  Thomhill  Harrison,  and  Professor  Way.  Their  inquiry  ex- 
tended over  three  years,  and  they  reported  upon  the  state  of  the 
Thames,  the  Lea,  tiie  Aire,  and  the  Calder,  and  their  labours  are 
recorded  in  three  Blue  Books  with  their  appendices.  This  Com- 
mission was  dissolved  in  1868,  and  a  new  one  appointed  consisting  of 
Major-General  Sir  William  Denison,  Mr.  John  Chalmers  Morton,  and 
the  speaker.  They  were  directed  to  complete  the  inquiries  entrusted 
to  the  previous  Commission  and  to  extend  them  to  Scotland.  This 
second  Commission  finished  its  work  in  June  las^  or  in  little  more 
than  six  years,  and  its  labours  are  recorded  in  six  Blue  Books  with 
their  appendices. 

Besides  the  inspection  of  river  basins,  towns,  and  manufactories, 
and  the  holding  of  courts  of  inquiry  in  the  more  important  towns, 
these  investigations  involved  the  experimental  examination  of  nume- 
rous processes  for  the  cleansing  of  foul  water,  and  the  execution  of 
thousands  of  analyses  of  foul  and  unpolluted  water.  For  this  purpose 
a  thoroughly  equipped  chemical  laboratory  was  provided  by  Govern- 
ment, furnished  with  every  requisite  for  the  investigation  of  water 
which  modem  science  could  suggest. 

To  properly  consider  the  great  mass  of  polluting  matter  which  is 
being  discharged  into  rivers  and  streams,  it  will  be  convenient  to 
classify  it  into  organic  and  mineral,  according  to  its  source  and 
character.  Under  the  head  of  organic  matter  we  have,  first,  town 
drainage ;  second,  drainage  from  the  various  forms  of  fibre  manufacture, 
— and  under  this  denomination  come  papor-making,  calico  industry, 
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woollen  industry,  linen  and  jute  indastries,  and  the  silk  mann&ctnie. 
Under  the  head  of  mineral  matter  we  have,  first,  mine  pollution,  or 
liquids  discharged  from  mines;  and,  second,  drainage  from  chemical 
*  works. 

As  examples  of  rivers  intensely  polluted  by  each  of  the  above 
forms  of  matter  may  be  mentioned  iSie  Clyde,  which  flows  through 
Glasgow,  as  strongly  polluted  by  town  drainage ;  Dighty  Bum,  near 
Dundee,  by  fibre  manufacture ;  Bed  Biver,  at  Swythian,  OomwaJl,  by 
tin  mines;  and  the  Sankey  Brook,  which  flows  through  St  Helens,  is 
a  fair  example  of  pollution  by  cheiiiical  works. 

Polluting  matter  of  organic  origin  presents  itself  in  water  in  two 
different  forms,  viz.  in  solution  and  suspension,  whereas  mineral 
polluting  matter  is  nearly  always  present  in  a  state  of  suspension,  and 
on  account  of  its  greater  specific  gravity  will,  if  allowed  sufficient 
time,  subside  of  its  own  accord.  This  is  not  the  case  with  soluble  oi 
suspended  organic  matter,  to  get  rid  of  which  other  means  have  to  be 
resorted  to. 

Chemistry  is  not  yet  able  to  determine  the  actual  weight  of  organic 
matter  which  may  be  present  in  solution  in  water.  Only  two  of  the 
principal  elements,  carbon  and  nitrogen,  can  as  yet  be  determined; 
but  the  presence  of  these,  even  in  comparatively  small  quantity, 
denotes  formidable  and  offensive  pollution. 

The  Thames  may  be  taken  as  an  instructive  example  of  organic 
pollution.  At  its  source  it  is  a  comparatively  pure  river.  It  receives 
polluting  matters  from  paper  factories,  and  from  the  drainage  of 
600,000  people,  in  its  course  before  it  reaches  Hampton,  and  yet  it 
still  looks  a  comparatively  clear  and  pure  river.  This  is  owing  to 
the  deceptive  mature  of  llie  polluting  matter,  which  is  principally 
organic,  and  in  solution,  and  is  therefore  scarcely  discernible  by  the 
unaided  senses.  If,  however,  it  be  followed  in  its  course  down  to 
London  Bridge  its  pollution  becomes  apparently  greatly  augmented, 
but  the  organic  matter  in  solution  is  scarcely  perceptibly  greater  at 
London  Bridge  than  at  Hampton.  In  short,  were  ihe  water  filtered 
from  the  suspended  mud  stirred  up  by  the  steamers  and  currents,  it 
would,  chemically  speaking,  be  nearly  as  pure  at  London  Bridge  as  it 
is  at  Hampton. 

Another  instructive  case  is  the  Aire,  which  rises  in  Yorkshire,  a 
very  dear  and  beautiful  river ;  but  before  it  reaches  Leeds  it  receives, 
besides  the  house  drainage  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
people^  the  refuse  from  the  following  &ctories : 

1841  oloth  and  woollen  faotorieB;  1  silk  mill ;  1  flax  mill;  10  cotton  faciarieB; 
7  paper  mills;  26  tanneries;  18  chemical  works;  8  grease  works;  4  glne  works; 
35  dye  works. 

At  one  of  the  wooUen  factories  alone  the  following  materials  are 
annually  used : 

Logwood  and  other  dje  woods,  820,000  lb. ;  chloride  of  lime,  ammonia,  and 
snlphurio  acid,  15,000  lb.;  Gallipoli  oil,  40  to  50  tons;  soap^  70,000  lb.;  alkali, 
40,000  lb. ;  and  14,000  tons  of  coal. 
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With  the  exception  of  the  last  item,  nearly  the  whole  of  these 
materialB  are  discharged  into  the  riyer,  and  the  ashes  of  the  coal 
also  find  their  way  into  the  same  conTonient  channel  of  trans- 
portation. 

At  Leeds  this  mass  of  pollution  is  reinforced  by  the  drainage  of 
800,000  people,  and  by  refuse  materials  from  the  following  factories : 

224  doth  and  woollen  faotonVs;  62  dye  works;  6  dye-wood  mills;  25  flax 
mills;  7  soap  works;  1  silk  miU;  28  tanneries  (which  tan  2f  million  hides 
annniilly) ;  29  chemical  works ;  10  carpet  factories ;  8  glue  fiactoriee. 

The  history  of  the  riyer  Calder,  which  joins  the  Aire  lower  down, 
is  similar ;  but  this  riyer  is  less  intensely  polluted.  After  receiying 
the  drainage  of  all  the  towns  and  factories  on  its  banks,  its  water  is 
pumped  up  for  the  supply  of  Wakefield. 

The  condition  of  the  water  may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  a 
local  manufacturer  was  able  to  write  and  dedicate  a  memorandum  to 
the  Local  Board  of  Health  with  a  pen  dipped  in  the  riyer  water. 

Now  these  two  riyers — the  Aire  and  Calder — ^the  one  running  from 
Leeds,  and  the  other  from  Wakefield,  meet  at  Castleford,  and  there 
they  fall  oyer  a  high  weir.  At  this  spot  the  pollution  of  the  water  is 
so  great  as  to  blacken  the  yery  foam  on  its  suiiace.  Tet  these  streams 
must,  at  one  time,  haye  been  celebrated  for  their  cleanliness  and 
purity ;  otherwise  the  well-known  couplet  would  scarcely  haye  been 
written  : 

"  Castleford  lasses  may  well  be  fair, 
Wash*d  in  the  Calder  and  bathed  in  the  Aire." 

The  effect  of  bathing  in  these  waters  in  their  present  condition  would 
scarcely  be  so  satisfactory. 

The  accounts  of  poUution  just  mentioned  are  those  from  town 
drainage  and  fibre  factories,  and  these  are  essentially  all  organic. 
The  pollution  from  mines  and  chemical  works,  with  few  exceptions,  is 
mineral,  and  in  suspension. 

Li  the  neighbourhood  of  mines  the  amount  of  mineral  matter 
present  in  riyers  is  sometimes  yefy  great.  There  the  ore  and  matrixes 
are  crushed  together  into  an  impalpable  powder,  then  washed  with 
water  to  separate  the  heayier  metallic  matter  from  the  rocky  matter. 
The  effluent  water  from  the  settling  pits  is  yery  muddy,  and  often 
contains  poisonous  matters  in  suspension.  This  is  especially  the  case 
in  lead  mines,  where  considerable  quantities  of  galena  and  carbonate 
of  lead,  carried  down  the  streams  during  fioods,  are  washed  on  the 
adjacent  land,  where  cattle  are  grazed.  The  consequences  resulting 
from  this  display  of  ignorance  and  carelessness  are,  that  the  farmers 
whose  lands  are  washed  by  these  poison-charged  waters  suffer  the  loss 
of  cattle  and  poultry,  whilst  the  profits  of  the  mines  leak  silently 
away.  At  a  1^  mine  in  Northumberland  nearly  7  tons  of  lead  ore, 
wofth  12Z.  per  ton,  are  thrown  away  in  eyery  100  tons  of  waste 
material.  At  another  mine  in  the  same  county  2  tons  of  lead  ore, 
and  more  than  9  tons  of  sine  ore,  are  thrown  away  in  eyery  100  tons 
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'  of  waste.  In  the  Welsh  mining  districts  there  are  also  many  examples 
of  similar  careless  waste.  These  metalliferous  "  skimpings  "  and  muds 
poison  the  rivers  for  many  miles,  carrying  destruction  to  animal  life. 
Mud  containing  as  much  as  6^9, 13,  and  even  25  per  cent,  of  lead  ore 
is  not  unfrequently  found  in  the  neighbouring  streams. 

Such  is  tiie  pitiable  plight  to  which  many  of  our  formerly  beautiful 
riyers  have  been  reduced,  and  now  the  question  confronts  us, — ^YHiat 
are  the  remedies  for  this  grieyous  nuisance.  Fortunately,  science 
gives  no  uncertain  reply  to  this  question.  Indeed,  for  one  form — the 
casting  of  solid  rubbish  into  streams — common  sense,  without  the  aid 
of  science,  supplies  the  answer.  Such  rubbish  is  laboriously  and 
intentionally  carried  to  the  bank  and  shot  into  the  stream,  and  its 
prohibition,  under  adequate  penalties,  needs  only  to  be  enforced. 

The  chief  sources  of  river  pollution  are,  first,  town  drainage  and 
fibre  manu&cture ;  and,  secondly,  pollution  by  mining  operations  and 
mineral  works.  These  are  essentially  different  in  their  character, 
and  require  distinct  remedial  measures. 

Before  proceeding  to  investigate  the  various  remedies  which  have 
been  proposed  for  the  first  species  of  pollution,  it  is  necessary  to  be 
quite  sure  that  artificial  remedies  are  necessary,  and  that  Nature  does 
not  herself  perform  all  that  is  really  requisite  for  the  purification  of 
streams.  It  has  been  long  a  theory  that  polluted  rivers  cleanse  them- 
selves, and  that  if  you  pour  into  them  foul  organic  matters,  the  latter 
are  rapidly  destroyed,  and,  after  a  flow  of  twelve  miles  or  so,  the  rivers 
purge  themselyes  completely  fix)m  the  stain,  and  regain  their  pristine 
purity, — an  exceedingly  comfortable  doctrine,  if  true.  This  theory 
is  in  great  repute  amongst  two  classes  of  persons — ^first,  those  who  are 
polluters  of  rivers ;  and,  secondly,  water  companies  who  abstract  their 
beverage  from  pointo  below  the  outfiftlls  of  town  sewage.  Now  consi- 
dering that  this  is  an  exceedingly  important  question,  the  Oommis- 
sioners  submitted  it  to  very  dose  investigation.  They  experimented 
upon  the  Irwell,  below  Manchester ;  the  Mersey,  below  Stockport ; 
and  the  Darwen,  below  Blackburn.  They  took  samples  of  the  water 
at  particular  pointe  of  the  rivers,  and  then  at  other  points  lower  down, 
after  a  flow  of  a  considerable  number  of  miles,  and  before  any  other 
polluting  matters  had  entered  the  stream.  Thus,  they  took  samples 
of  the  Irwell  below  Manchester,  then  eleven  miles  lower  down,  and 
found,  that  while  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  organic  matter  in 
suspension,  there  was,  practically,  no  diminution  in  the  quantity  in 
solution.  The  organic  matter  in  solution  was  comparatively  unaffected 
— certainly  not  destroyed,  although  the  river  £eJ1s  over  nine  weirs, 
and  is  thoroughly  aerated.  The  same  resulte,  substantially,  were 
obtained  in  the  Mersey,  where  there  was  a  13-mile  flow  available, 
and  also  in  the  Darwen,  where  there  was  also  a  Id-mile  flow. 

But  it  might  be  said  that,  in  the  case  of  these  rivers,  the  pollution 
is  so  intense,  that  neither  animal  nor  vegetable  life  can  exist  iQ  them, 
and  that  it  is  the  action  of  animal  and  vegeteble  organisms  in  water 
which  destroys  these  pollutions.  The  Oommissioners,  therefore, 
rfisolved  to  repeat  their  experimente  upon  a  river  water  in  which 
pollution  was  much  milder,  and  for  this  purpose  selected  the  Thames. 

2  D  2 
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They  took  first  a  sample  of  the  Thames  below  Reading,  after  it  10 
joined  by  the  Eennet,  and  where  it  is  polluted  by  the  drainage  of 
Beading. 

Sufficient  time  was  allowed  for  the  river  water  to  flow  to  a  point 
four  miles  lower,  and  between  these  points  no  fresh  polluting  matter 
gained  access  to  the  stream.  After  this  flow  they  found  the  quantity 
of  organic  matter  in  solution  and  suspension  exactly  the  same  as  at 
the  beginning,  although  the  quantity  of  mineral  matter  in  suspension 
was  considerably  reduced.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  these  experi- 
ments completely  dispose  of  the  theory  of  self-purification. 

The  methods  which  have  been  proposed  for  remedying  orguiic 
pollution  may  be  conveniently  divided  into,  first,  methods  of  precipi- 
tation ;  and,  secondly,  methods  of  oxidation. 

Amongst  the  methods  of  purification  those  by  precipitation  hsTe 
been  most  talked  about,  because  they  are  the  most  easily  applied 
on  a  small  scale,  and  are,  therefore,  more  easily  made  the  subjects 
of  experiment.  One  of  these  is  precipitation  by  lime.  Most  drainage 
water  contains  bicarbonate  of  lime.  This  is  decomposed  by  slaked 
lime  or  lime-water,  and  the  resulting  chalk  precipitate  lays  hold 
of  and  carries  down  with  it  any  particles  of  suspended  matter  that 
may  be  in  the  water.  But  it  does  more ;  it  acts  by  surfiEM»  attraction, 
and  actually  takes  out  of  solution  some  of  the  organic  matter  which 
was  dissolved  in  the  water.  Tet  the  purification  by  this  means  is  very 
imperfect  as  regards  the  soluble  organic  matter. 

There  is,  again,  the  A  B  G  process,  which  consLsts  in  precipitation 
by  means  of  a  mixture  of  alum,  clay,  and  an  infinitesimal  quantify  of 
blood. 

Then  we  have  the  sulphate  of  alumina  method,  or  Bird's  process ; 
(lime  and  clay),  or  Scott's  process ;  (lime  and  chloride  of  iron,  and 
superphosphate  of  alumina  and  slaked  lime).  All  these  methods  have 
failed  to  achieve  the  end  in  view. 

They  are  useful  in  diminishing  the  suspended  matter,  but  as 
regards  purification  from  the  worst  form  of  pollution,  viz.  organic 
matter  in  solution,  they  are  of  little  effect. 

They  have  all  had  their  origin  in  two  erroneous  ideas.  First,  that 
the  foul  matter  in  sewage  can  bo  removed  by  chemical  means ;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  matter  actually  thrown  down  or  precipitated  is 
valuable  as  manure.  In  every  case  in  which  it  has  been  tried  the 
precipitated  matter  is  not  worUi  the  carriage  for  more  than  a  mile  or 
two,  so  that  it  is  practically  worthless.  In  fact,  the  manuring  con- 
stituent of  this  foul  drainage  is  left  almost  intact  in  solution.  By 
General  Scott  s  process,  however,  the  precipitated  matter  is  converted 
into  a  valuable  cement. 

The  great  lesson  taught  by  all  these  comparatively  abortive 
attempts  is,  that  surface  attraction  is  capable  of  effecting  that  which 
chemical  affinity  is  incompetent  to  achieve.  These  are  not  cases  of 
chemical  affinity.  There  is  no  fixed  relation  between  the  matter 
precipitated  and  the  precipitant.  They  are  clear  cases  of  surface 
attraction ;  but  the  vast  quantities  of  purifying  ingredients  necessary 
to  make  them  really  efficient  would  involve  so  great  an  expense  as  to 
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render  them  impracticable.  Purifying  material  in  each  case  is  manu- 
factured at  great  cost,  and  is  laboriously  carried  to  the  sewage,  and 
fished  out  again  and  dried  at  still  greater  trouble  and  expense.  This, 
however,  would  become  of  secondary  importance  if  the  end  desired 
were  accomplished.  But  this  is  not  the  case ; — the  foul  liquids  are 
not  cleansed.  These  purifying  materials,  chalk,  alumina,  and  oxide  of 
iron,  and  other  porous  substances  exist,  however,  naturally  in  all 
porous  soils,  and  sewage  will  run  to  them  by  its  own  gravity.  These 
materials  are  capable  of  removing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  polluting 
matter  brought  into  contact  with  them.  We  are  thus  led,  by  a  pro- 
cess of  scientific  induction,  to  purification  by  irrigation.  Foul  drainage 
is,  in  irrigation,  mixed  with  vast  quantities  of  soil,  which,  by  surface 
attraction,  remove  from  it  its  polluting  matter,  both  in  solution  and 
suspension.  Its  fertilizing  matter  is  also  removed  to  a  great  extent, 
and  the  roots  of  growing  plants  ramifying  through  the  soil  gather  up 
and  transform  the  polluting  materials  into  healthy  living  tissues,  thus 
preventing  the  pores  of  the  soil  from  getting  clogged  and  consequently 
useless  for  purposes  of  purification. 

No  one  visiting  Aldershot  Camp  can  fail  to  be  struck  with  the 
emen^d  tint  of  the  irrigated  land,  contrasting  as  it  does  with  the 
sterile  soil  around  it  Upon  the  land  used  for  the  purpose  of  purifi- 
cation by  irrigation  every  variety  of  crop  can  be  grown,  and  at  the 
Barking  farm  we  can  actually  realize  in  the  summer  season  the 
drainage  of  London  transformed  into  strawberries  and  cream. 

For  the  purpose  of  irrigation  one  acre  of  land  is  requisite  for 
every  hundred  persons  contributing  to  the  drainage,  and,  when  pro- 
perly conducted,  there  is  no  nuisance.  The  only  drawback  to 
irrigation  is  the  difficulty  and  sometimes  the  impossibiHty  of  obtaining 
sufficient  land  suitable  for  carrying  on  the  process  near  large  towns, 
and  the  absurdly  high  prices  claim^  for  such  land.  This  led  to  the 
experiment  of  making  a  given  area  of  land  do  more  work.  After  con- 
tinuous filtration,  however,  the  pores  of  the  soil  became  clogged  up, 
and  the  effluent  water  consequently  not  purified.  The  Commissioners 
therefore  availed  themselves  of  a  well  known  property  of  porous 
matter,  its  attraction  for  gases,  especially  for  atmospheric  oxygen,  and 
the  great  chemical  affinity  of  tiiis  oxygen  for  organic  matter.  Spongy 
platinum  possesses  this  property  in  a  very  high  degree,  and  they  were 
sanguine  enough  to  hope  that  it  might  also  be  possessed  by  porous 
earth,  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  cause  the  slow  but  complete  combustion 
of  foul  drainage  matters. 

Their  expectation  was  not  disappointed ;  experiments  made  upon 
sewage  in  their  laboratory,  and  afterwards  on  the  large  scale  at 
Merthyr  Tydvil,  showed  that  by  bringing  air  and  drainage  water  alter- 
nately in  contact  with  the  soil,  rapid,  continuous,  and  satisfactory 
purification  was  obtained.  Indeed,  the  effluent  water  from  the  Merthyr 
drainage  subjected  to  this  process  of  purification  is,  chemically,  purer 
than  the  water  supplied  by  some  of  the  London  water  companies. 

This  process  is  equally  applicable  to  the  discharges  from  fibre 
factories  of  various  kinds.  It  has  been  carried  out  for  three  years  at 
Merthyr  Tydvil,  whore  the  drainage  from  each  3000  people  has  been 
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cleansed  upon  a  single  acre  of  land.  Crops  may  be  also  grown  upon 
the  land  so  used. 

The  Conmiissioners  believe,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries  into 
these  remedies  for  organic  pollution,  that  the  sewage  purification  of 
the  future  will  be  irrigation,  but  that  for  the  present  intermittent 
filtration  is  safer  as  regards  expense.  Neither  process  is  any  nuisance 
to  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  but  the  carrying  on  of  sewage  farms 
by  Corporations  or  Local  Boards  is  a  thing  not  likely  to  pay ;  amateur 
farming  rarely  does.  By  the  process  of  intermittent  filtration  the  ori- 
ginal expense  is  much  smaller  as  regards  the  quantity  of  land  required. 
In  the  one  case  80  acres  are  required  for  8000  people,  in  the  other 
only  one  acre  for  the  same  number. 

For  mining  pollution  the  remedy  is  exceedingly  simple,  yiz.  sub- 
sidence in  properly  constructed  tanks  for  six  hours.  The  result, 
though  not  in  every  case  quite  satisfactory,  is  sufficiently  so  to  prove 
that  the  amount  of  mining  pollution  in  many  of  our  rivers  would,  by 
its  adoption,  be  substai^ticdly  abolished.  Even  in  the  case  of  drainage 
from  coal  washing,  the  polluting  matter  after  subsidence  was  reduced 
to  a  very  small  amount. 

These  plans  would  be  sufficiently  effective  for  the  treatment  of  the 
chief  kinds  of  town,  manufacturing,  and  mining  drainage.  But  it  is 
quite  necessary,  in  any  legislative  enactment  to  secure  the  better 
treatment  of  rivers,  that  there  should  be  some  definition  of  polluting 
matter.  The  Commissioners  gave  great  attention  to  this  point,  and 
have  proposed  after  much  deUberation  the  following  definitions  of 
^  polluting  liquids. 

(a)  Any  liquid  which  has  not  been  subjected  to  perfect  rest  in  sub- 
sidence ponds  of  sufficient  size,  for  a  period  of  at  least  six  hours,  or 
which,  having  been  so  subjected  to  subsidence,  contains  in  suspension 
more  than  one  part  by  weight  of  dry  organic  matter  in  100,000  parts 
by  weight  of  the  liquid;  or  which  not  having  been  so  subjected  to 
subsidence,  contains  in  suspension  more  than  three  parts  by  weight  of 
dry  mineral  matter,  or  one  part  by  weight  of  dry  organic  matter  in 
100,000  parts  by  weight  of  the  liquid. 

(h)  Any  liquid  containing,  in  solution,  more  than  two  parts  by 
weiglit  of  organic  6arbon,  or  three  parts  by  weight  of  organic  nitrogen 
in  100,000  parts  by  weight. 

(c)  Any  liquid  which  shall  exhibit  by  daylight  a  distinct  colour 
when  a  stratum  of  it  one  inch  deep  is  placed  in  a  white  porcelain  or 
earthenware  vessel. 

(d)  Any  liquid  which  contains,  in  solution,  in  100,000  parts  by 
weight,  more  than  two  parts  by  weight  of  any  metal,  except  calcium, 
magnesium,  potassium,  and  so^um. 

(e)  Any  liquid  which,  in  100,000  parts  by  weight,  contains, 
whether  in  solution  or  suspension,  in  chemical  combination  or  other- 
wise, more  than  *  05  part  by  weight  of  metallic  arsenic. 

(/)  Any  liquid   which,  after  acidification  with  sulphuric  acid, 
ntains,  in  100,000  parts  by  weight,  more  than  one  part  by  weight  of 
'  chlorine; 
g)  Any  liquid  which  contains,  in  100,000  parts  by  weight,  more 
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than  one  part  by  weight  of  sulphur,  in  the  condition  either  of  sulpha- 
retted  hydrogen  or  of  a  soluble  sulphuret. 

(h)  Any  liquid  possessing  an  acidity  greater  than  that  which  is 
produced  by  adding  two  parts  by  weight  of  real  muriatic  acid  to  1000 
parts  by  weight  of  distilled  water. 

(t )  Any  Hquid  possessing  an  alkalinity  greater  than  that  produced 
by  adding  one  part  by  weight  of  dry  caustic  soda  to  1000  parts  by 
weight  of  distilled  water. 

(k)  Any  liquid  exhibiting  a  film  of  petroleum  or  hydrocarbon  oil 
upon  its  surface,  or  containing,  in  suspension,  in  100,000  parts,  more 
than  *  05  part  of  such  oiL 

In  any  enactment  for  the  correction  of  river  pollution,  the  aboye 
standards  may  be  safely  qualified  by  the  following  proviso :  Provided 
always,  that  no  e£9uent  water  shall  be  deemed  polluting  if  it  be  not 
more  contaminated  with  any  of  the  above-named  polluting  ingredients 
than  the  stream  or  river  into  which  it  is  discharged. 

Of  these  standards  the  first  two  are  by  far  the  most  important — the 
standards  referring  to  suspended  matter,  and  to  the  quantity  of  organic 
carbon  and  organic  nitrogen  which  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be  transferred 
into  streams.  These  supremely  important  standards,  if  enforced  by 
proper  and  judicious  enactments,  giving  sufficient  time  for  manu&o- 
turers  to  carry  out  improvements  necessary  for  the  purification  of  foul 
drainage,  woidd,  we  believe,  abolish  fully  nine-tenths  of  all  the  river 
pollution  by  which  our  streams  are  now  affected  in  Great  Britain.  But 
without  the  enforcing  of  the  first  two  standards,  this  gigantic  and 
growing  evil,  which  is  becoming  greater  and  greater  every  year,  will^ 
not  be  perceptibly  diminished. 

These  investigations,  extending  over  nearly  ten  years,  show  that 
the  rivers  of  Great  Britain  are,  in  a  very  large  number  of  cases, 
fouled  and  destroyed,  not  only  for  domestic,  but  dso  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  so  that  the  extent  of  our  manufactures  is  limited  by  the 
inadequate  supply  of  pure  water ;  and  no  people  complain  more  loudly 
of  this  pollution  than  the  manufacturers  themselves,  and  none  are 
more  ready  to  adopt  judicious  measures  for  removing  it.  Various 
manufacturers  have  spoken  of  the  value  of  the  streams  for  them,  if 
purified  to  the  extent  just  specified,  some  of  them  estimating  it  at 
10002.  per  annum. 

On  the  one  hand,  while  the  Commissioners  have  established  this 
gross  abuse  of  rivers  where  manufieMstures  and  mines  are  carried  on, 
Siey  have,  on  the  other  hand,  very  good  reason  to  anticipate  that  a 
comparatively  mild  form  of  legislation,  if  firmly  enforced,  would  have 
the  effect  of  restoring  many  of  the  rivers  to  nearly  their  original 
purity.  To  make  them  pure  for  drinking  purposes  is,  perhaps,  impos- 
sible ;  but  it  may  reasonably  be  hoped  that  ihej  may  become  sufficiently 
so  to  delight  the  eye  and  to  repress  the  pestiferous  and  siqkening 
exhalations  which  at  present  affect  the  multitudes  of  our  population 
compelled  to  pass  their  lives  on  the  banks  of  such  rivers,      y 
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sees  in  the  ontlandish  objects  cast  upon  the  strand  by  the  Atlantic 
wave  indications  of  the  existence  of  a  great  and  strange  land  beyond 
the  western  horizon.  The  tales  current  among  each  people,  more- 
oTer,  we  are  assured,  may  be  ranked  among  its  earliest  records,  and 
may  be  admitted  to  b^  witness  to  the  moral  and  intellectual 
chiuracter  of  its  infancy  and  childhood ;  while  from  a  comparison  of 
the  tales  of  yarious  kindred  races,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  construct 
some  kind  of  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  common  stock  from 
which  those  races  have  sprung.  Thus  the  folk-tales  of  Europe  are 
held  to  be  part  of  the  heirlooms  of  tiie  Aryan  family ;  their  mutual 
resemblance,  and  their  likeness  to  the  similar  tales  of  India  and 
Persia,  are  supposed  to  point,  as  clearly  as  do  linguistic  affinities,  to 
the  farH>ff  time  when  the  ancestors  of  the  Aryan  races,  which  now 
occupy  so  yast  a  portion  of  the  world,  formed  a  united  family  party 
somewhere  in  Central  Asia.  There,  at  that  remote  period  (we  are 
told),  the  germs  of  what  are  now  the  folk-tales  of  Europe  existed  in 
the  shape  of  myths,  and  each  wave  of  emigrants  from  the  cradle  of 
the  Aryan  race  carried  them  away  together  with  their  other  heir- 
looms. From  these  germs  haye  been  independently  deyeloped  the 
yarious  stories  now  known  as  the  folk-tales  of  the  Aryan  peoples  of 
Europe — their  common  origin  in  prehistoric  times  fully  accounting 
for  the  resemblance  which  runs  through  the  numerous  collections 
which  haye  been  made  public.  Just  as  in  the  yarious  Aryan  languages 
common  roots  haye  deyeloped  into  words  more  or  less  different,  but 
still  bearing  a  strong  family  likeness,  so,  we  are  told,  haye  common 
mythological  germs  independently  deyeloped  in  the  minds  of  the 
yarious  Aryan  peoples  into  such  stories  as  Cinderella,  or  The 
Sleeping  Beauty,  or  Beauty  and  the  Beast— stories,  the  different 
yersions  of  which  (to  borrow  an  illustration  from  Professor  Max 
Mfiller)  differ  indeed  as  sisters  may,  but  are  still  marked  by  an  un- 
mistakable sisterly  resemblance.  For  instance,  it  may  be  said,  the 
germ  of  the  Sleeping  Beauty  story  probably  existed  long  before  the 
Aryan  race  split  into  Easterns  and  Westerns.  From  the  earliest 
times  the  deathlike  stagnation  of  the  earth  during  winter  had 
doubtless  been  symbolized  under  the  form  of  a  maiden's  sleep ;  and 
the  earth's  renewed  actiyity  in  spring,  due  to  the  yiyifying  influence 
of  the  sun,  had  been  also  symbolized  under  the  form  of  that  maiden's 
wakening,  when  roused  by  a  loyer's  kiss.  The  elementary  myths  to 
which  this  symbolism  gaye  rise  were  afterwards  expanded  by  their 
different  inheritors,  at  different  times,  into  the  stories,  common  to  all 
the  peoples  of  Europe,  in  which  a  sleeping  beauty  plays  a  prominent 
part  A  similar  process,  it  is  argued,  applied  to  other  mythical 
germs  of  a  similarly  common  nature,  has  produced  the  great  mass  of 
European  folk-tales.  These  tales,  it  is  maintained,  haye  not  been 
borrowed  by  one  people  from  another.  Each  people,  or  at  least  each 
branch  of  the  Indo-European  race,  has  independently  deyeloped  its 
popular  tales.  The  differences  which  exist  between  the  yersions  of 
the  same  tale  in  yarious  lands  are  duo  to  the  diyersities  of  thought 
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and  expression  which   characterize   their  kindred  but  long-divided 
inhabitants. 

If  all  this  be  correct^  it  is  evident  that  the  folk-tales  of  Eorope 
are  the  direct  representatiyes  of  the  wisdom  of  onr  ancestors  as  it 
existed  in  the  infancy  of  that  family  of  the  human  race  to  which  we 
belong ;  that  from  their  diligent  study  we  may  hope  to  glean  such 
knowledge  as  may  enable  us  to  form  some  idea  of  the  mental  condi- 
tion of  those  ancestors  at  a  time  when  the  distinctions  were  unknown 
which  now  separate  the  Hellenic,  Italic,  Keltic,  Teutonic,  Lettic,  and 
Slavic  families  of  speech  or  of  mankind.  These  folk-tales  must  be 
regarded  as  the  depositories  of  a  body  of  invaluable  evidence  with 
respect  to  the  ideas  of  our  heathen  forefathers  about  the  material 
world  and  its  spiritual  counterpart,  about  the  forms  under  which  they 
embodied  the  forces  of  nature,  the  parables  in  which  they  conveyed 
their  teaching  as  to  man's  relations  with  the  unseen  world,  the  con- 
dition of  his  spirit  after  its  severance  from  his  body. 

The  hypothesis  which  we  have  been  considering  is  one  which  is  at 
present  widely,  if  not  generally,  received.  But  there  is  another 
method  of  accounting  for  the  existence  and  the  similarity  of  European 
folk-tales.  According  to  it  they  do  not,  for  the  most  part,  belong 
by  birthright  to  the  European  peoples,  not  having  been  by  them 
developed  from  inherited  germs,  but  having  been  borrowed  from 
without,  and  merely  adapted  within.  The  same  question  was  raised 
long  ago  with  respect  to  the  mediasval  romances.  At  one  time  the 
Crusaders  were  credited  with  the  introduction  of  the  fictions  on 
which  those  romances  were  founded ;  at  another  the  Arabs  who  settled 
in  Spain,  or  the  Taiiiars  who  so  long  swayed  a  vast  portion  of  eastern 
Europe.  More  recently  the  spread  of  the  European  folk-tales  has 
been  attributed  to  the  same  or  similar  agents. 

Before  proceeding  to  compare  these  hypotheses,  it  is  necessary  to 
explain  with  which  species  of  folk-tale  it  is  now  proposed  to  deal.  In 
every  land  there  are  found  several  tolerably  well  defined  classes  of 
Popular  Tales— one  consisting  of  what  may  be  called  anecdotes,  brief^ 
often  credible,  sometimes  commonplace;  another  of  what  may  be 
styled  traditions,  narratives  told  at  greater  length,  but  resembling 
the  anecdotes  in  being  generally  of  a  possible  nature,  dealing  to  some 
extent  with  persons  who  have  really  existed,  and  events  which  have 
actually  taken  place.  With  neither  of  these  classes  are  we  at  present 
concerned,  nor  with  the  beast-fables,  nor  with  the  religious  legends. 
'The  stories  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  restrict  our  attention  this 
evening  are  the  semi-dramatic  romances  of  some  length  which  occupy 
so  large  a  space  in  all  collections  of  folk-tales — stories  containing  a 
large  infusion  of  the  supernatural  element,  dealing  with  personages 
who  are  &r  above  the  laws  of  nature,  and  adventures  which  frankly 
set  possibility  at  defiance.  From  among  their  number,  moreover,  only 
five  specimens  have  been  selected  for  detailed  examination.  But  it 
may  be  safely  asserted  that  almost  all  the  European  folk-tales  of  the 
class  with  which  we  are  about  to  deal  may  be  arranged  in  one  of  the 
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two  groups  to  which  belong  those  selected  stories,  and  that  therefore 
the  condusions  at  which  we  may  arrive  in  the  case  of  the  chosen  few 
will  hold  equallj  good  in  that  of  the  remaining  many. 

Before  entering  upon  any  detailed  examination  of  the  European 
folk-tales,  some  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  method  employed 
in  such  investigationB.  There  are  a  few  words  in  one  of  the  essays 
included  in  Professor  Max  Miiller's  *  Chips  from  a  Qerman  Work- 
shop '  (toL  ii.,  p.  249)  which  ought  to  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  by 
every  story-investigator.  It  must  be  remembered,  also,  that  the  first 
duty  of  a  commentator  upon  a  folk-tale  is  to  collect  and  compare 
numerous  variants  of  it,  in  order,  to  discover  which  among  them  is 
likely  to  be  the  oldest  or  the  most  elementary.  Having  done  this, 
he  may  then  venture  to  explore  its  hidden  meaning.  Neither  task  is 
an  easv  one.  But  the  first  process  may  be  expedited  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  following  tests  to  the  confused  mass  of  variants  of  any  tale 
from  among  which  it  is  required  to  extract  the  most  primary  form  : 

1.  Is  there  any  one  among  them  which  is  thoroughly  in  keeping 
with  the  mythology,  past  or  present,  of  the  country  in  which  it  is 
found  ?  If  so,  that  is  probably  an  original  story,  a  native  of  the  land 
in  which  it  dwells.     Let  us  call  that  country  A. 

2,  Are  the  versions  found  in  another  country,  which  we  will  call 
B,  at  variance  with  what  we  know  of  the  mythology  of  that  country, 
but  in  keeping  with  the  mythology  of  the  other  country.  A?  If  so, 
they  are  probably  natives  of  A,  which  have  become  natiuralized  in  B. 

8.  Are  the  versions  found  in  the  four  countries,  B,  C,  D,  and  E, 
all  at  variance  with  what  we  know  of  the  mythologies  of  those 
countries,  but  all  more  or  less  in  keeping  with  the  mythology  of  the 
country  A  ?  If  so,  they  are  probably  all  natives  of  A,  natnndized  in 
B,  C,  D,  and  E. 

4.  Do  we  find  that  the  version  discovered  in  A  is  rendered  com- 
pletely intelligible  by  our  knowledge  of  A's  mythology, — that  A's 
mythology  also  serves  to  explain  three-fourths  of  the  most  complete 
versions  found  in  B,  one-half  of  the  similar  version  found  in  C, 
one-quarter  of  the  similar  version  found  in  D,  and  scarcely  any  of  the 
similar  version  found  in  E — none  of  the  versions  found  in  B,  C, 
D,  or  E  being  rendered  intelligible  by  the  mythologies  of  those 
countries  ?  If  so,  the  chances  are  that  the  story  has  travelled  from 
its  original  home,  A,  to  its  ultimate  destination,  E,  vid  B,  C,  and  D 


To  use  a  metaphor.  If  we  find  a  story  running  on  all  fours  in  A, 
halting  on  three  legs  in  B,  hobbling  on  two  in  G,  hopping  on  one  in 
D,  and  crawling  legless  in  E — in  that  case  we  may  fiurly  assume 
that  it  has  performed  a  long  journey  from  A  to  E,  tarrying  in  B, 
C,  and  D  successively,  and  becoming  gradually  dismembered  on  its 
way. 

Now  let  us  substitute  for  alphabetical  signs  geographical  names. 
Let  us  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  the  same  story  is 
found,  under  different  forms,  in  India,  Eussia,  Germany,  France,  and 
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England,  and  tbat  the  Indian  story  is  thoroughly  explained  by,  is  in 
perfect  harmony  with,  Indian  mythology — while  ihe  European  variants 
remain  nnintelligible  when  tested  by  what  we  know  of  the  mytho- 
logies of  heathen  Europe,  but  are  rendered  at  least  partly  intelligible 
by  a  knowledge  of  Indian  mythology  —  then  in  that  case  we  are 
entitled  to  hold  that  the  story  in  question  is  a  native  of  India,  which 
has  travelled  thence  to  the  European  lands  in  question. 

Finally,  let  us  suppose  (what  in  fact  we  are  never  likely  to  realize) 
that  we  find  the  story  complete  in  all  its  members  in  India,  but  lopped 
of  one  limb  in  Russia,  of  two  in  Germany,  of  three  in  France,  and 
utterly  dismembered  in  England  -^  then  we  may  at  least  hazard  a 
supposition  that  the  story  has  travelled  from  India  to  England,  vid 
Russia,  Germany,  and  France  successively. 

In  actual  practice,  it  is  true,  the  chain  of  evidence  connecting  a 
stozy  with  its  home  can  seldom,  if  ever,  be  expected  to  prove  so  per- 
fect as  in  this  imaginary  case.  Different  versions  of  a  foreign  tale 
may  reach  any  given  land  by  several  distinct  routes,  especially  if 
that  land  possess  an  accessible  sea-coast.  These  versions  may  sup- 
plement or  may  confuse  each  other.  Moreover,  we  can  seldom  feel 
sure  that  we  possess  the  most  complete  form  under  which  a  folk-tale 
exists  in  a  given  land,  and  therefore  we  cannot  place  implicit  reliance 
upon  this  method  of  route-tracing.  From  a  great  number  of  observa- 
tions, however,  we  may  often  succeed  in  obtaining  a  sufficiently 
approximative  result 

On  single  resemblances,  unsupported  by  other  evidence,  too  much 
stress  must  not  be  laid.  Similar  ideas  may  have  sprung  into  life 
independently  of  each  other  in  the  minds  of  men  widely  separated 
by  time  or  space,  and  may  have  been  developed  into  similar  but  inde- 
pendent stories.  Thus  the  similar  caudal  peculiarities  of  the  bear 
and  the  hyiena  may  possibly  have  of  themselves  suggested  the  similar 
tales  by  which  they  are  accounted  for  in  Norway  and  in  the  heart  of 
Africa.  But  it  is  not  possible  that  out  of  similar  ideas  such  com- 
plex narratives  could  ever  have  been  independently  evolved  as 
Cinderella  or  Puss  in  Boots — narratives  forming  actual  dramas, 
in  the  complete  versions  of  which  a  considerable  number  of  scenes 
lead  in  an  almost  invariable  sequence,  to  all  but  identical  results. 

The  conclusions  to  which  I  myself  have  been  led  by  a  comparison 
of  several  collections  of  folk-tales  are  the  following : 

1.  The  longer  Popular  Tales  of  the  European  peoples  are,  for  the 
most  part,  not  home  products,  but  foreign  importations.  They  have 
not  been  independently  developed  by  those  peoples  from  elementary 
myths  common  to  all  the  branches  of  the  Aryan  family,  but  have 
been  borrowed  in  an  already  developed  form  by  those  peoples, 
who  have  generally  altered  them  so  far  as  to  adopt  them  to  tiieir 
own  use. 

2.  They  have  been  subjected  to  manifold  influences,  and  in  many 
cases  have  undergone  repeated  changes,  so  that  it  is  often  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  trace  the  lines  of  their  migrations.      Bat,  as  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1875.]  on  Popular  Tales :  their  Origin  and  Meaning.  383 

general  rule,  those  lines  point  steadily  eastwards,  and  the  oonntry 
towards  which  most  of  them  conyerge  is  India. 

3.  The  light  which  these  stories  may  possibly  throw  npon  mytho- 
logy falls  almost  exclusiyely  npon  Asiatic,  generally  upon  Indian 
mythology.  It  is  of  but  little  use  to  seek  in  ihem  informa- 
tion about  the  ancient  religion  of  our  ancestors,  unless  we  wish 
to  go  back  to  a  period  anterior  to  the  supposed  settlement  of 
those  ancestors  in  Europe.  It  is  worse  than  useless  to  draw  from 
their  study  inferences  relating  to  the  religious  beliefs  of  the  Hellenic, 
or  Italic,  or  Keltic,  or  Teutonic,  or  Letto-Slavic  forefathers  of  the 
present  inhabitants  of  Europe.  If  we  insist  npon  doing  so,  we  shall 
run  the  risk  of  attributing  to  the  fierce  sea-royer  of  Norway  or 
the  rude  Slayonic  herdsman  ideas  which  are  really  due  to  the 
imagination  of  an  Oriental  noyelist. 

As  regards  the  fiye  stories  selected  for  inyestigation,  we  may 
fairly  assume  that  Cinderella,  Beauty  and  the  Beast,  Blue  Beard,  and 
the  Sleeping  Beauty  are  mythological  tales,  or  at  least  romances  based 
upon  mythological  ideas.  From  Blue  Beard  the  mythological  element 
has  been  all  but  eliminated,  and  it  has  been  so  modified  as  to  haye 
become  almost  unrecognizable  in  the  Western  yersions  of  Cinderella 
and  Beauty  and  the  Beast — the  germ  of  the  former  story  seeming 
to  haye  been  a  myth  describing  the  release  of  some  supernatural 
being,  generally  of  a  demoniacal  kind,  from  a  forbidden  chiunber,  and 
that  of  the  two  others  a  belief  in  the  possibility  of  a  diyine  personage 
electing  or  being  compelled  to  assume  the  shape  or  husk  of  an 
inferior  creature,  human  or  brutish.  The  Sleeping  Beauty  may  pos- 
sibly be  the  expansion  of  a  nature-myth,  referring  either  to  the 
nightly  slumber  of  the  earth  till  roused  by  the  approach  of  the  day, 
or  its  winter  sleep  protracted  until  the  arriyal  of  the  spring.  But 
Puss  in  Boots  belongs  to  another  order  of  tales,  haying  originally 
been,  beyond  all  doubt,  a  Buddhist  parable — one  belonging  to  the 
large  cycle  of  apologues  contrasting  the  gratitude  of  beasts  with  the 
ingratitude  of  man. 

[W.  B.  S.  R] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  March  1, 1875. 

The  DuKB  OF  NoBTHUMBSBLAND,  D.O.L.  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

B.  H.  Alexander,  Esq. 

Blayney  Balfour,  Esq. 

James  Hill  Bowen,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Woodhouse  Braine, 

Thomas  Browning,  Esq. 

Henry  James  Ghaney,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Jones, 

Frederick  Lehmann,  Esq. 

Mrs.  G.  J.  Leon, 

Mra  George  Henry  Lewis, 

Edward  W.  T.  Hamilton,  Esq. 

Henry  Rogers,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Julia  Scaramanga, 

Sir  John  Scott,  KC.M.G. 

George  Fereday  Smith,  Esq.  M.A.  J.P.  P.G.S. 

Thomas  Tomlmson,  Esq.  M.A. 

James  Vayasseur,  Esq. 

Hermann  Weher,  M.D. 

John  Westlake,  Esq.  Q.C. 

were  elected  Memhers  of  the  Royal  Listitution. 

The  special  thanks  of  the  Members  were  given  to  the  Sir  Ohablcb 
Whbatstonb,  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  for  his  loan  of  an  Astbonomioal  Clock 
for  one  year. 

The  special  thanks  of  the  Members  were  given  to  the  Rev. 
Fbanois  J.  Holland  for  his  present  of  a  copy  of  *  Fragmentary 
Papers  on  Science  and  other  Subjects,'  by  his  father,  the  late  Sir 
Henbt  Holland,  Bart.  F.R.S.  President  of  the  Royal  Institution. 

Lecture  Arrangements  after  Easter^  1875. 

PBOF1S880B  P.  M.  Duncan,  F.B.S.— Second  Series  of  Four  Leotores  cm  the 
Grander  Phenomena  of  PhTsioal  Geography ;  on  Taesdays,  April  6  to  27. 

John  Hall  GLADffroNE,  Eaq.  Ph.D.  F.B.S.  Fnllerian  PtofesBor  of  Ghemifltiy, 
BX — Five  Lectures  on  Chemical  Force ;  on  Tuesdays,  May  4  to  Jane  1. 

Pbofsssob  H.  G.  Seblet,  F.L.  &.  G.S.— Five  Lectures  on  the  Fossil  Forms 
of  Flying-Aninuds ;  on  Thursdays,  April  8  to  May  6. 

Jamxb  Dewab,  Esq.  F.B.S.E. — Four  Lectures  on  the  Progress  of  Physioo- 
Ohemioal  Inquiry ;  on  Thursdays,  May  13  to  June  8. 

GsoBOS  SiQTH,  Esq.— Three  Lectures  on  Assyrian  History;  on  Saturdays, 
April  10, 17.  and  24. 
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The  Rev.  Mabx  Pattibon,  B.D.  Rector  of  Linooln  College,  Oxford. — A 
Chapter  of  University  History ;  on  Saturday,  May  8. 

Walter  Hbrries  Pollock,  Esq. — Two  Lectures  on  the  Drama,  on  Saturdays, 
May  15  and  22. 

Professor  R.  E.  Douolas. — Two  Lectures  on  Chinese  Language  and  Litera- 
ture ;  on  Saturdays,  May  29  and  June  5. 

The  Pbbsxntb  reoeiyed  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz, : — 

FROM 

Aduariesj  Ingtitute  o/— Journal,  No.  97.    Svo.    1875. 

Agronomical  Society,  J?oyai— Monthly  Notices.  Vol.  XXXV.  No.  8.    8vo.    1875. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Science — Denkschrif  tiiber  Liebig,  yon  Br.  E.  Erlenmeyer. 
4to.    1874. 

Annalen  der  K5n.  Stemwarte  bei  Miinchen.    Band  XX.    8vo,    1874. 
British  Museum  Tnulees — Ancient  Greek  Inscriptions.    Part  I.    fol. 
Chemical  Sbcirfy -Journal  for  Feb.  1875.    8vo. 
Ediiore — American  Journal  of  Science  for  Dec.  1874.    8yo. 

AtheniBum  for  Feb.  1875.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  Feb.  1875.    4to. 

Engineer  for  Feb.  1875.    fol. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  Feb.  1875.    fol. 

Nature  for  Feb.  1875.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  Feb.  1875.    8vo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  Feb.  1875.    8vo. 

Practical  Magazine  for  Feb.  1875.    4to. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  Feb.  1875.    8yo. 
Fron^'n  IntfiYu^e— Journal,  No.  588.    8to.    1875. 
Geoaraphiedl  Society.  RoyaJr—Piooeedingfi,  Vol.  XIX.  No.  1.    8yo.    1875. 
Geological  iSioetefy—Quarterly  Journal,  No.  121.    8yo.    1875. 
Oeokigioal  Society  of  Jrelasid— Journal,  Vol.  XIV.  Part  1.    8yo.    1874. 
Giaagow  PhOotophiedl  iS^xsiaty— Proceedings,  Vol.  IX.  No.  2.    8yo.    1874. 
Hariem,  Soei€t€  des  iSoisnoes— Verhandelingen.    Sde  Verz.     Deel  II.     No.  8,  4. 
4to.    1874. 

Archiyes  N^rlandaises,  Tome  VIII.   Liy.  1,  2,  4,  5.  Tome  IX.  Liy.  4,  5.  8yo. 
1873-4. 
BoBand,  F,  /.  The  Ben,  (fhe  JBiditor)— Fragmentary  Papers  on  Science  and  other 

Subjects,  by  the  late  Sir  Henry  Holland,  Bart    8yo.    1875. 
Lewis,  T.  B.  Esq.  (the  AtUhor)--Oa  Nematode  Hamatozoa.    8yo.    1874. 

Microscopical  and  Physiological  Researches  on  the  Production  of  Cholera.  8yo. 
1874. 
Lirmean  Society — Journal,  No.  78.    8yo.    1875. 

Manchester  Geological  iSociWy— Transactions,  Vol.  XIII.  Parts  6,  7,  8.    8yo.   1874. 
Manchester  PhUosophioal  i$?octefy— Proceedings,  Vol.  XIV.  Noe.  7,  8.    8yo.     1875. 
Photographic  iSoci'e^^— Journal,  No.  256.    8yo.    1873. 
Bcyal  Society  of  Xo7i<i(m— Proceedings,  No.  158.    8vo.    1875. 

Philosophical  Transactions  fat  1874.  Part  n.    4to.    1874. 
Smithsonian  Institution— BmiihBcnnBn  Contributions  to  Knowledge.    Vol.  XIX. 
4to.    1874. 

Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections.    Vols.  XI.  XII.    8yo.    1874. 
Statistical  /Sbcirfy— Journal,  Vol.  XXXVII.  Part  4.    8vo.    1874. 

Almanack  for  1875. 
Symons,  G.  /.  Esq.  (the  Ju/Aor}— Symons'  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine,  Feb. 

1875.    8vo. 
Upeala  Boyal  Society  of  Sdenees—JifoYSkAo^   Series  III.    Vol.DL  Fasc.  1.  4ta. 
1874. 

Bulletin  M^tA)rologique  MensueL    Vol.  V.  Nos.  7-13.    4to.     1873. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  March  6, 1876. 

GsoRGi  BtrsKy  Esq.  F.RS.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Lobd  Baylxioh,  M.A.  F.B.S.  M.ILL 

On  the  Dissipaiion  of  Energy, 

The  second  law  of  thermodynamics,  and  the  theory  of  dissipation 
founded  upon  it,  has  been  for  some  years  a  fayourite  subject  with 
mathematical  physicists,  but  has  not  hitherto  received  full  recognition 
from  engineers  and  chemists,  nor  from  the  scientific  public.  And 
yet  the  question  under  what  circumstances  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
work  from  heat  is  of  the  first  importance.  Merely  to  know  that 
when  work  is  done  by  means  of  heat,  a  so-called  equivalent  of  heat 
disappears  is  a  very  smaU  part  of  what  it  concerns  us  to  recognize. 

A  heat  engine  is  an  apparatus  capable  of  doing  work  by  means  of 
heat  supplied  to  it  at  a  high  temperature  and  abstracted  at  a  lower, 
and  thermodynamics  shows  that  the  fraction  of  the  heat  supplied 
capable  of  conversion  into  work  depends  on  the  limits  of  temperature 
between  which  the  machine  operates.  A  non-condensing  steam 
engine  is  not,  properly  speaking,  a  heat  engine  at  all,  inasmuch  as  it 
requires  to  be  supplied  with  water  as  weU  as  heat,  but  it  may  be 
treated  correctly  as  a  heat  engine  giving  up  heat  at  212^  Fahr.  This 
is  the  lower  point  of  temperature.  The  higher  is  that  at  which  the 
water  boils  in  the  boiler,  perhaps  860^  Fahr.  The  range  of  tempera- 
ture available  in  a  non-condensing  steam  engine  is  therefore  sm^dl  at 
best,  and  the  importance  of  working  at  a  high  pressure  is  very 
apparent.  In  a  condensing  engine  the  heat  may  be  delivered  up 
at  80°  Fahr. 

It  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  steam  engine  that  the  range  of  tempe- 
rature between  the  furnace  and  the  boiler  is  not  utilized,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  raise  the  temperature  in  the  boiler  to  any  great  extent, 
in  consequence  of  the  tremendous  pressure  that  would  then  be 
developed.  There  seems  no  escape  from  this  difficulty  but  in  the  use 
of  some  other  fluid,  such  as  a  hydrocarbon  oil,  of  much  higher  boiling 
point.  The  engine  would  then  consist  of  two  parts — an  oil  engine 
taking  in  heat  at  a  high  temperature,  and  doing  work  by  means  of  the 
fall  of  heat  down  to  the  point  at  which  a  steam  engine  becomes  available, 
and  secondly  a  steam  engine  receiving  the  heat  given  out  by  the  oil 
engine  and  working  down  to  the  ordinary  atmospheric  temperature. 
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Heat  engines  may  be  worked  backwards,  so  as  by  means  of  work 
to  raise  heat  from  a  colder  to  a  hotter  body.  This  ia  the  principle  of 
the  air  or  ether  freezing  machines  now  coming  into  extensiyo  nse.  In 
this  application  a  small  qnantity  of  work  goes  a  long  way,  as  the 
range  of  temperature  through  which  the  heat  has  to  be  raised  is  but 
small. 

If  the  work  required  for  the  freezing  machine  is  obtained  from  a 
steam  engine,  the  final  result  of  the  operation  is  that  a  fEill  of  heat  in 
the  prime  moyer  is  made  to  produce  a  rise  of  heat  in  the  freezing 
machine,  and  the  quesfaon  arises  whether  this  operation  may  be 
effected  without  the  intervention  of  mechanical  work.  The  problem 
here  proposed  is  solved  in  Carre's  freezing  apparatus,  described  in 
most  of  the  text-books  on  heat.  There  are  two  communicating 
vessels,  A  and  B,  which  are  used  alternately  as  boiler  and  condenser. 
In  the  first  part  of  the  operation  aqueous  ammonia  is  heated  in  A, 
until  the  gas  is  driven  off  and  condensed  under  considerable  pressure 
in  B,  which  is  kept  cool  with  water.  Here  we  have  a  fall  of  heat,  the 
absorption  taking  place  at  the  high  temperature  and  the  emission  at 
the  lower.  In  the  second  part  of  the  operation  A  is  kept  cool,  and 
the  water  in  it  soon  recovers  its  power  of  absorbing  the  ammonia  gas, 
which  rapidly  distils  over.  The  object  to  be  cooled  is  placed  in 
contact  with  B,  and  heat  passes  from  the  colder  to  the  hotter  body. 
Finally  the  apparatus  is  restored  to  its  original  condition,  and  there- 
fore satisfies  ^e  definition  of  a  heat  engine.  M.  Oarre  has  invented  a 
continuously  working  machine  on  this  principle,  which  is  said  to  bo 
very  efficient 

Other  freezing  arrangements  depending  on  solution  or  chemical 
action  may  be  brought  under  the  same  principle,  if  the  cycle  of 
operations  be  made  complejbe. 

When  heat  passes  from  a  hotter  to  a  colder  body  without  pro- 
ducing work,  or  some  equivalent  effect  such  as  raising  other  heat  from 
a  colder  to  a  hotter  body,  energy  is  said  to  be  dissipated,  and  an 
opportunity  of  doing  work  has  been  lost  naver  to  return.  If  on  the 
other  hand  the  fall  of  heat  is  fully  utilized,  there  is  no  dissipation,  as 
the  original  condition  of  things  might  be  restored  at  pleasure ;  but  in 
practice  the  full  amount  of  work  can  never  be  obtained,  in  consequence 
of  friction  and  the  other  imperfections  of  our  machines. 

The  prevention  of  unnecessary  dissipation  is  the  guide  to  economy 
of  fuel  in  industrial  operationa  Of  this  a  good  example  is  afforded 
by  the  regenerating  famaces  of  Mr.  Siemens,  in  which  the  burnt 
gases  are  passed  through  a  passage  stacked  with  fire-bricks,  and  are 
not  allowed  to  escape  until  their  temperature  is  reduced  to  a  very 
moderate  point.  After  a  time  the  products  of  combustion  are  passed 
iuto  another  passage,  and  the  unbumt  gaseous  fuel  and  air  are  intro- 
duced through  that  which  has  previously  been  heated.  The  efficiency 
of  the  arrangement  depends  in  great  degree  on  the  fact  that  the  cold 
fuel  is  brought  first  into  contact  with  the  colder  parts  of  the  flue,  and 
does  not  take  heat  from  the  hotter  parts  until  it  has  itself  become  hot 
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In  this  way  the  fidl  of  heat  is  never  great,  and  there  is  oomparativel j 
little  dissipation. 

The  principal  difficnlty  in  economy  of  fuel  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  whole  fftU  of  heat  from  the  temperature  of  the  fmnace  is 
seldom  available  for  one  pnrpose.  Thus  in  the  iron  smelting  fomaoes 
heat  below  the  temperature  of  melting  iron  is  absolutely  nseless. 
But  when  the  spent  gases  are  used  for  raising  steam,  the  same  heat  is 
nsed  oyer  again  at  another  part  of  its  fall.  There  is  no  reason  why 
this  process  should  not  be  carried  further.  All  the  heat  discharged 
from  non-condensing  steam  engines,  which  is  more  than  nine-tenths  of 
the  whole,  might  be  used  for  warming  or  drying,  or  other  operations 
in  which  only  low  temperature  heat  is  necessary. 

The  chemical  bearings  of  the  theory  of  dissipation  are  very  im- 
portant, but  haye  not  hitherto  receiyed  much  attention.  A  chemical 
transformation  is  impossible,  if  its  occurrence  would  involve  the 
opposite  of  dissipation  (for  which  there  is  no  convenient  word^ ;  but  it 
is  not  true,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a  transformation  whicn  would 
involve  dissipation  must  necessarily  take  place.  Otherwise  the  ex- 
istence of  explosives  like  gunpowder  would  be  impossible.  It  is 
often  stated  that  the  development  of  heat  is  the  criterion  of  the 
possibility  of  a  proposed  transformation,  though  exceptions  to  this 
rule  are  extremely  well-known.  It  is  sufficient  to  mention  the  solution 
of  a  salt  in  water.  This  operation  involves  dissipation,  or  it  would 
not  occur,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  how  work  might  have  been 
obtained  in  the  process.  The  water  may  be  placed  under  a  piston  in 
a  cylinder  maintained  at  a  rigorously  constant  temperature,  and  the 
piston  slowly  raised  until  all  the  water  is  evaporated,  and  its  tension 
reduced  to  the  point  at  which  the  salt  would  begin  to  absorb  it  at  the 
temperature  in  question.  After  the  salt  and  vapour  are  in  contact 
the  piston  is  made  to  descend  until  the  solution  is  effected.  In  this 
process  work  is  gained,  since  the  pressure  under  the  piston  during 
the  expansion  is  greater  than  at  the  corresponding  stage  of  the  contrac- 
tion. If  the  salt  is  dissolved  in  the  ordinary  way  energy  is  dissipated, 
an  opportunity  of  doing  work  at  the  expense  of  low  temperature  heat 
has  been  missed  and  will  not  return. 

The  difficulty  in  applying  thermodynamical  principles  to  chemistry 
arises  from  the  fact  that  chemical  transformations  cannot  generally 
be  supposed  to  take  place  in  a  reversible  manner,  even  although 
unlimited  time  be  allowed.  Some  progress  has,  however,  recenUy 
been  made,  and  the  experiments  of  Bebrav  on  the  inflnenee  of 
pressure  on  the  evolution  of  carbonic  anhydride  from  chalk  throw 
considerable  light  on  the  matter.  By  properly  accommodating  the 
pressure  and  temperature,  the  constituents  of  chalk  may  be  separated 
or  recompounded  without  dissipation,  or  rather  dissipation  may 
theoretically  be  reduced  without  limit  by  making  the  opwation  slowly 
enough. 

The  possibility  of  chemical  action  must  often  depend  on  the  density 
of  the  reacting  substances.    A  mixture  of  oxygen  and  hydrogen  in  the 
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proper  proportions  may  be  exploded  by  an  electric  spark  at  the  atmo- 
spheric pressare,  and  energy  will  be  dissipated.  In  this  operation 
the  spark  itself  need  not  be  considered,  as  a  giyen  spark  is  capable  of 
exploding  any  quantity  of  gas.  Suppose,  now,  that  preyiously  to  ex- 
plosion the  gas  is  expanded  at  constant  temperature,  and  then  after 
explosion  brought  back  to  the  former  volume.  Since  in  the  combina- 
tion there  is  a  condensation  to  two-thirds,  the  pressure  required  to 
compress  the  aqueous  yapour  is  less  than  that  exercised  at  the  same 
volume  by  the  uncombined  gases,  and  accordingly  work  is  gained  on 
the  whole.  Hence  the  explosion  in  the  expanded  state  inyolves  less 
dissipation  than  in  the  condensed  state,  and  tlie  amount  of  the  diflerence  . 
may  be  increased  without  limit  by  carrying  the  expansion  far  enough. 
It  follows  that  beyond  a  certain  point  of  rarity  the  explosion  cannot 
be  made,  as  it  could  not  then  inyolve  any  dissipation.  But  although 
the  tendency  to  combine  diminishes  as  the  gas  becomes  rarer,  the  heat 
developed  during  the  combination  remains  approximately  constant.* 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  heat  of  combination  is  generally 
developed  at  a  high  temperature,  and  that  therefore  work  may  be 
done  during  the  cooling  of  the  products  of  combustion.  If,  therefore, 
it  is  a  necessity  of  the  case  that  the  act  of  combustion  should  take 
place  at  a  high  temperature,  the  possibility  of  explosion  will  cease  at 
an  earlier  point  of  rarefaction  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the 
case. 

It  may  probably  be  found  that  many  mixtures  which  show  no 
tendency  to  explode  under  ordinary  conditions  will  become  explosive 
when  sufficiently  condensed. 

[B.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  Marcli  12,  1875. 

Gbobgb  Buss,  Esq.  F.B.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

P.  A.  Abel,  P.E.S.  Treasurer  O.S. 

On  Accidental  Ea^plosiom, 

Tmc  winter  of  1874-5  has  been  unosaallj  prolific  in  so-called  acci- 
dental explosions.  On  Christmas  Eye  a  colliery  explosion  entailed 
the  sacrifice  of  seventeen  lives,  and  on  one  day  last  January  the '  Times ' 
published  accounts  of  no  less  than  six  fatal  explosions;  two  in  collieries 
involving  the  loss  of  eleven  lives ;  three  boiler  explosions,  by  one  of 
which  seven  persons  were  killed  and  twenty  injured ;  and  one  coal-gas 
explosion,  by  which  two  lives  were  lost.  All  these  were  of  the  class 
ordinarily  termed  accidental,  but  in  every  case  the  casualty  was  traced 
to  a  cause  which  could  have  been  foreseen  and  guarded  against. 

The  term  ^  accident,"  applied  in  its  strict  sense  to  disasters  caused 
by  explosions,  would  imply  that  these  were  due  to  some  circumstance,  or 
combination  of  circumstances,  entirely  unforeseen,  and  that  they  were 
consequently  unpreventable.  An  explosion  which  occurs  during  the 
preparation  or  investigation  of  a  compound,  the  explosive  nature  of 
which  is  as  yet  unknown,  may  be  purely  accidental,  but  i^  after  the 
properties  of  the  substance  have  been  thoroughly  ascertained  and 
made  known,  an  explosion  occurs  during  its  production,  by  some  prason 
who  has  not  properly  made  himself  acquainted  with,  or  has  neglected 
in  some  point  or  other,  those  conditions  essential  to  its  production 
with  safety,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  within  his  reach,  the  term 
*'  accidental "  can  certainly  not  be  properly  applied  to  it,  although  in 
all  probability  it  would  be  so  designated  popuLsorly,  and  even  by  those 
entrusted  on  behalf  of  the  public  with  the  investigation  of  its  origin 
and  results.  The  explosion  occasioned  by  a  person  employing  a  lighted 
candle  to  search  for  a  gas-escape  in  a  room  where  there  is  a  powerful 
odour  of  gas,  or  a  gunpowder  explosion  resulting  from  the  dropping 
of  a  spark  into  an  open  powder-barrel  from  a  candle  which  is  held 
over  it,  should  properly  have  as  little  claim  to  be  called  '*  accidental " 
as  a  boiler  explosion  occasioned  by  a  person  tying  down  the  safety- 
valve.  There  may  be  criminal  intent  in  the  latter  case  which  is 
entirely  absent  in  the  two  former ;  but  the  probability  of  an  explosion 
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conld  have  been  equally  foretold  in  all  three  instances,  and  though 
ignorance  may  perhaps  be  pleaded  as  an  excuse  in  the  case  of  the  gas- 
explosion,  and  carelessness  made  to  account  for  that  of  the  powder, 
those  pleas  cannot  be  accepted  as  grounds  for  regarding  the  resulting 
disasters  as  legitimate  accidents.  Indeed  it  is  often  impossible  to 
forbear  stigmatizing  as  criminal  the  carelessness  or  ignorance  which 
gives  rise  to  explosions  of  the  kind  popularly  accepted  as  accidental. 

In  the  present  discourse  it  is  proposed  to  accept  the  definition 
'*  accidental "  in  the  loose  sense  in  which  it  is  popularly  applied  to 
explosions,  with  the  object  of  examining  into  the  nature  and  causes  of 
such  explosions,  and,  if  possible,  of  indicating  directions  in  which 
there  may  be  hope  of  successful  efforts  being  made  for  reducing  the 
frequency  of  their  occurrence. 

The  phenomena  attendant  upon  an  explosion  are  generally  due  to 
the  sudden  or  very  rapid  expansion  of  matter,  accompanied  in  most 
instances  by  its  change  of  state  from  solid  or  liquid  to  gas  or  yapour. 
The  most  simple  classes  of  explosions  are  those  caused  by  the  sudden 
yielding  to  force,  exerted  from  within,  of  receptacles  in  which  a  gas 
is  imprisoned  in  a  highly  compressed  condition,  or  a  liquid  has  been 
raised  to  a  temperature  greatly  exceeding  that  at  which  its  molecules 
have  a  tendency  to  fly  asunder  or  to  assume  the  state  of  vapour  or 
gas.  The  strength  or  elasticity  of  the  envelope  which  confines  them 
suddenly  yielding  to  pressure,  the  liquid  passes  with  great  rapidity 
into  vapour,  violently  displacing  by  this  sudden  expansion  the  sur- 
rounding air  and  any  other  obstacles  opposed  to  the  expanding 
molecules. 

Similar  explosive  effects  less  simple  in  their  origin  are  brought 
about  by  the  sudden  development  of  chemical  activity  in  mixtures  of 
gases  or  vapours,  of  solids  and  gases,  or  of  solids  only,  or  in  chemical 
compounds  of  unstable  character,  the  result  in  all  such  instances 
being  the  development  of  intense  heat  and  the  sudden  or  very  rapid 
and  great  expansion  of  matter. 

Examples  of  the  most  simple  class  of  explosions  are  the  sudden 
failure  in  strength  at  some  particular  point,  or  generally,  of  the 
material  composing  a  vessel  in  which  a  gas  has  either  been  liquefied 
or  highly  compressed.  Accidental  explosions  of  this  character  take 
place  chiefly,  and  happily  not  very  frequently,  in  the  laboratory  or 
lecture  room,  yet  instances  occasionally  occur  of  disastrous  explosions 
resulting  from  such  causes  in  manufacturing  operations,  or  in  the 
practical  application  of  compressed  air  or  other  gases.  The  most 
recent  illustration  of  a  serious  accidental  explosion  of  this  kind  is 
that  which  occurred  in  the  Arsenal  at  Woolwich,  in  January,  1874, 
with  the  air-chamber  of  a  Whitehead,  or  Fish-Torpedo,  when  one 
man  lost  his  life  and  several  were  seriously  injured.  In  this  instance 
some  part  of  the  soft  steel  diaphragm  closing  the  chamber  in  which 
the  motive  power  of  this  self-propellant  torpedo  (air)  was  imprisoned 
under  a  pressure  of  about  800  lb.  on  the  square  inch,  suddenly 
yielded  to  the  efforts  of  the  gas  to  return  to  its  normal  condition. 
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These  air-<$hamber8  were  inyariably  tested  np  to  a  pressiire  yery  con- 
siderably exceeding  that  to  which  they  wonld  be  subjected  in  actual 
service,  before  they  were  allowed  to  form  part  of  the  torpedo ;  yet  in 
this  instance,  some  ocMnparatiyely  weak  point  in  the  plate  in  qnestiony 
though  it  had  snccessfally  resisted  the  force  exerted  by  Uie  very 
highly  compressed  air  for  a  abort  period,  was  eyentnally  tried  beyond 
the  limits  of  its  strength,  by  the  eontinaed  strain  exerted  by  the  air 
confined  at  a  lower  pressure ;  the  powers  of  cohesion  of  its  particleB 
were  suddenly  oyercome,  when  the  confined  air,  released  at  one  pointy 
expanded  with  irresistible  rapidity,  tearing  asmider  the  splendid 
metal  which  composed  the  air-chamber,  and  consequently  inflicting 
fearful  injuries  on  the  poor  fellows  who  were  preparing  to  launch  ihe 
torpedo  on  its  trial  trip.  Most  careful  st^)s  Imye  been  taken  to  ayoid 
the  recurrence  of  an  accident  of  this  nature,  the  possibility  of  which, 
with  the  precautions  already  adopted,  was  quite  xuiforeseen. 

Other  explosions  of  this  chuas,  which  are  of  more  than  weekly 
occurrence,  and  but  too  frequently  result  not  merely  in  destruction  of 
property,  but  in  more  or  less  serious  loss  of  life,  are  due  to  the 
bursting  of  boilers  at  fiustories,  mines^  and  collieries,  to  say  nothing  of 
those  which  occur  in  buildings,  in  connection  with  heating  appliances 
and  with  kitchen  ranges,  and  bath-  or  other  heating-arrangements. 
The  explosion  of  a  boiler  may  arise  either  from  an  exceptionallj 
rapid  deyelopment  of  steam,  the  pressure  speedily  exceeding  that 
which  the  boiler,  or  some  portion  of  it,  can  withstand ;  or  from  an 
absence,  or  failure  in  the  proper  operation,  of  appliances  for  re- 
lieving the  pressure  in  a  boiler,  by  permitting  the  escape  of  steam, 
and  giving  warning  when  the  pressure  begins  to  exceed  the  limit  of 
safety.  The  suddenly  tumultuous  evolution  of  steam  may  either 
occur  from  the  boiler  becoming  overheated  in  parts,  in  consequence 
of  the  shortness  of  water,  or  from  the  sudden  cracking  or  peeling  of  a 
non-conducting  incrustation,  or  fur,  on  some  part  of  the  boiler, 
whereupon  the  water  comes  into  contact  with  the  overheated  metal 
beneath  it.  But  by  flEir  the  chief  causes  of  boiler  explosions  are 
defects  in  their  construction,  or  repair,  and  the  reduction  in  thick- 
ness of  the  metal  in  parts  by  corrosion,  or  oxidation,  internally  and 
externally,  from  long  use,  and  neglect  of  proper  measures  for  periodi- 
cally cleaning  the  boilers. 

The  accidents  due  directly  to  the  deposits  formed  from  water  in 
boilers  have  been  very  greatly  diminished  of  late  years  by  the  appli- 
cation of  preparations,  called  boiler-compositions,  of  which  there  are 
many  varieties,  their  general  action  being  to  prevent,  more  or  less 
effectually,  the  carbonate  and  sulphate  of  calcium  and  other  impurities 
in  water,  which  are  separated  by  its  ebullition  and  evaporation,  frxxn 
producing  hard  impenetrable  crnsts  or  coatings  upon  the  inner 
surfaces  of  the  boiler.  The  judicious  employment  of  a  good  anti- 
fouling  preparation,  and  the  thorough  periodical  cleansing  of  the 
interior  of  boilers,  go  fiir  to  guard  against  that  source  of  danger, 
though,  in  adopting  measures  to  diminTsh  the  formation  of  incrusta- 
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tions,  care  must  also  be  taken  to  ayoid  promoting  internal  corrosion 
of  the  boiler  by  the  agents  used. 

The  operations  of  the  Manchester  Steam  Users  Association  for 
the  prevention  of  steam-boiler  explosions,  foonded,  mainly  through 
the  instrmnentality  of  Sir  William  Fairbaim,  twenty  years  ago,  and 
of  which  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  has  also  been  a  warm  supporter  from 
its  oonunencement,  appear  to  have  gradually  succeeded  in  very 
importantly  reducing  &e  annual  number  of  boiler  explosions,  by 
introducing  among  its  members  a  system  of  periodical  independent 
inspection,  the  efficiency  of  which  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the 
circumstance  that  no  case  of  explosion  has  yet  occurred  with  boilers 
under  the  regular  inspection  of  the  Association,  while  between  six 
hundred  and  eight  hundred  boilers  are  examined  monthly.  The 
periodical  reports  prepared  by  the  talented  chief  engineer  of  the 
Association,  Mr.  Layington  Fletcher,  are  full  of  interesting  and 
valuable  information,  and  throw  great  light  upon  the  chief  causes  of 
boiler  explosions,  and  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  guarded 
against  The  Association  will  not  allow  that  the  term  <' accidental,'' 
or  mysterious,  is  applicable  to  steam-boiler  explosions.  Mysterious 
they  certainly  are  not,  as  they  are  generally  quite  traceable  to  causes 
which  may  be  obviated,  such  as  inferior  material  or  defective  construc- 
tion, or  local  injuries,  gradually  developing  and  increasing,  which 
would  certainly  be  discovered  before  they  attained  dangerous  dimen- 
sions, by  a  proper  inspection ;  it  may  therefore  not  be  too  harsh  to 
maintain  that  boiler  explosions  are  not  accidental,  as  their  prevention 
lies  in  the  power  of  the  steam  users,  though  it  is  true  the  same  view 
must  equally  apply  to  other  classes  of  so-^dled  accidental  explosions 
which  are  referred  to  in  this  discourse. 

The  following  statements,  furnished  to  the  speaker  by  the  Steam 
Users  Association,  afford  some  idea  of  the  number  and  nature  of 
boiler  explosions  which  have  occurred  in  the  last  few  years.  The 
number  of  explosions  recorded  annually  by  the  Association,  from 
1865  to  1874  inclusive,  ranges  from  forty-eight  to  seventy-two ;  the 
average  present  annual  number  is  fifty.  The  largest  number  of  deaths 
recorded  is  eighty-seven,  and  the  smallest  thirty-two,  the  present 
average  number  being  seventy-five.  About  double  that  number  of  persons 
are  seriously  injured  annually.  With  respect  to  the  causes  of  boiler 
explosions,  40  per  cent,  were  due  (from  January,  1861,  to  June,  1870) 
to  malconstruction  of  the  boilers ;  29  per  cent,  to  *'  defective  con- 
dition "  of  the  boilers ;  15  per  cent,  to  tiie  failure  of  seams  of  rivets 
at  the  bottom  of  externally  fired  boilers  ;  10  per  cent  to  overheating 
from  shortness  of  water ;  and  less  than  8  per  cent  to  accumulation 
of  incrustations.* 

An  examination  into  the  particular  nature  of  the  services 
performed    by  boilers   which  have    exploded   shows   that   a   con- 

*  Theee  data  are  in  part  extracted  from  a  Table  submitted  by  Mr.  Fletcher 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Boiler  ExploeiouB,  in  June,  1870,  vide  p.  118  of  the 
Committee's  Report 
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Biderable  nnmber  of  explosions  have  occurred  at  iron  works,  and  a 
very  large  proportion  at  collieries,  where  plain  cylindrical  externally- 
fired  boilers  are  mnch  used.     Many  of  the  explosions  of  these  par- 
ticular boilers  arise  from  places  which  remain  for  a  time  concealed  in 
the  OTerlaps  of  the  seams  of  rivets,  defying  detection,  but  gradually 
extending  from  one  rivet-hole  to  another,  till  some  sudden  strain 
causes  them  to  extend  throughout  the  entire  seam,  the  boiler  splitting 
in  two.     The  particular  description  of  boiler  which  gave  rise  to  the 
largest  number  of  feital  accidents  during  the  year  taken  as  illustration 
(1873)  was  the  single-flued  or  Cornish  boiler;  and  it  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Fletcher  that  all  these  explosions  must  have  been  the  result  of 
glaring  neglect,  as  there  is  no  boiler  safer  to  use  when  well  made  and 
properly  cared  for.    The  simple  precaution  of  strengthening,  or  giving 
internal  support  to  the  sides  of  the  furnace-tube  of  these  boilers,  the 
importance  of  which  was  demonstrated  many  years  ago  by  Sir  W. 
Fairbaim,  appears  to  be  still  greatly  neglected,  the  result  being  the 
frequent  collapse  of  the  tube  through  weakness.     This  illustration 
will  suffice  to  indicate  the  nature  of  the  *'  defects  of  construction  ** 
which  are  fruitful  of  the  so-called  accidents  with  boilers.     An  exami- 
nation of  the  details  given  in  Mr.  Fletcher's  reports  as  to  the  cause 
of  explosions  reveals  a  really  appalling  state  of  things  under  the 
head  of  ^*  defective  condition  "  of  the  boUers.    In  one  case  the  plates 
are  described  as  having  been  reduced  by  corrosion  in  places  to  the 
thickness  of  paper ;  in  another,  they  were  "  in  some  places  not  more 
than   from  one-thirty-second  to  one-sixtieth  of  an  inch  thick;"  in 
another,  they  were  reduced  at  the  primary  rent  **  to  the  thickness  of 
a  knife-edge  ; "  in  another,  the  plates  were  in  some  places  "  eaten  into 
holes  which  were  roughly  patched  by  means  of  bolted  cement  patches," 
while  many  of  the  rivet-heads  were  eaten  off.     These  are  merely 
examples  of  many  similar  descriptions.    Very  few  explosions  in  1873 
appear  to  have  been  due  to  the  neglect  of  the  attendants,  but  by  far 
the  greater  number  to  that  of  the  boiler  owners  or  the  makers.     The 
ignorance  or  criminal  neglect,  or  worse,  which  appears  occasionally  to 
be  displayed  in  the  sale,  purchase,  and  use  of  second-hand  boilers  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  two  examples :  A  boiler  which  burst  in 
December,  1873,  on  a  rag-puller  and  waste  dealer's  premises,  scalding 
three  persons  to  death  and  injuring  five  others,  was  found  to  have 
given  way  on  its  first  trial  by  its  then  owners,  simply  from  old  age 
and  decay.     At  the  earliest  period  at  which  its  history  could  be 
traced  it  was  purchased  second-hand,  and  worked  for  five  years;  it 
was  then  left  exposed  to  the  weather  for  five  years  and  afterwards  sold 
to  a  broker  for  bl.,  who  re-sold  it  as  old  iron  for  SI,    It  was  then  sold 
for  18Z.  to  an  engineer,  who  sold  it  to  its  last  owners  with  the  assur- 
ance that  it  was  safe  at  a  pressure  of  60  or  70  lb.  to  the  square  inch. 
The  jury  at  the  coroner's  inquest  returned  a  verdict  of  "  accidental 
death,"  but  "  desired  to  express  their  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  engineer  who  sold  the  boiler  as  in  good  working  order  when  the 
flue-tubes  were  in   some  places   less  than  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch 
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thick."  The  other  illustration  is  that  of  a  large  boiler  which  is 
graphically  described  in  a  professional  journal  ci  high  standing  as 
having  been  worked  to  within  an  inch  of  its  life,  being  only  remoTed 
from  its  seat  because  it  would  hardly  hold  water.  On  this  boiler  there 
was  a  patch,  more  than  two  feet  long,  coyer ing  a  crack  of  the  same 
length ;  the  patch  had  only  six  bolts,  three  on  each  side,  and  was  made 
tight  with  a  piece  of  old  carpet  smeared  with  white  lead.  Had  this  boiler 
burst,  the  verdict  would  in  all  probability  have  been  as  in  the  other 
case  '*  accidental  death,"  though  it  was  worked  almost  to  the  last  to 
35  lb.  pressure. 

The  explosion  early  in  January  last  of  a  boiler  at  North  Shields, 
and  of  one  at  Sheffield,  affords  further  illustration,  if  it  were  needed, 
of  the  fearful  danger  continually  incurred,  even  by  those  well  acquainted 
with  the  properties  of  iron  and  steel  and  the  limits  of  their  powers  of 
resisting  strain  or  pressure,  in  the  employment  of  boilers  long  after 
they  had  ceased  to  be  trustworthy.  At  Shields,  at  a  large  manufactory 
of  chain  cables  and  anchors,  the  boiler  which  exploded  had  been 
worked  beyond  a  pressure  of  35  lb.,  while  it  was  unsound,  over- 
patched,  and  quite  unsafe  at  that  pressure.  Seven  people  were  killed 
and  about  twenty  others  iigured,  and  a  vast  amount  of  property  was 
destroyed,  the  buildings  within  500  yards  appearing  as  though  they 
had  been  bombarded.  At  Sheffield,  where  iSie  explosion  of  a  boiler 
not  many  days  afterwards  killed  two  persons,  injuring  several  others, 
a  leakage  had  been  observed  in  the  boiler  some  time  before  the 
explosion,  but  had  not  been  repaired,  and  a  plate  fractured  by  the 
explosion  had  been  greatly  reduced  in  thickness  by  corrosion.  This 
boHer  appears  to  have  been  worked  up  to  the  day  of  the  explosion  at  a 
pressure  of  from  40  to  50  lb.,  and  the  workmen  employed  are  stated  to 
have  expressed  fear  at  working  in  its  vicinity.* 

The  foregoing  and  other  very  numerous  illustrations  of  the  appalling 
display  of  ignorance,  neglect,  or  recklessness  in  dealing  with  the 
application  of  steam-power,  point  strongly  to  the  importance  of 
legislation  connected  with  this  subject  A  parliamentary  committee 
of  inquiry  reported  in  July,  1870,  that  the  introduction  of  compulsory 
independent  inspection  of  boilers  would  interfere  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  boiler  owner ;  but  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  realize  where 
the  responsibility  lies,  in  the  present  condition  of  things.  That  a 
system  of  inspection  may  be  made  to  work  well  has  been  demonstrated 
by  the  beneficial  results  of  the  now  very  widely  applied  labours  of  the 
Steam  Users  Association ;  and  that  Government  realizes  these  benefits 
is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the  boilers  at  the  manufacturing 
establishments  of  the  War  Department  are  subject  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Association.  There  can  be  no  reason  why  the  responsibility  of  the 
proper  condition  of  boilers,  and  steam  apparatus  generally,  should  not 
be  thrown  upon  inspectors,  just  as  the  proper  fencing  of  machinery  in 
factories,  and  the  proper  condition  of  steam-boilers  in  a  passenger 
steam-ship,  are  secured  by  a  system  of  responsible  official  inspection. 

The  explosions  which  are  often  recorded  as  occurring  in  kitchen 


Digitized  by 


Google 


896  Mr.  F.  A.  Ahd  [March  12, 

ranges  and  in  boilers  used  in  connection  with  the  heating  of  buildings 
are  not  nnfreqnently  attended  by  fatal  results.  Much  of  what  has 
been  said  wi&  regard  to  boiler  explosions,  generally,  applies  to 
accidents  of  this  class.  Explosions  in  such  boilers  have  repeatedly 
arisen  from  corrosion  of  the  metal,  and  consequent  great  reduction  of 
its  thickness  in  places,  due  to  the  accumulation  of  hard  incrustations 
or  furs  which  in  time  exclude  the  water  from  contact  with  the  metal, 
causing  the  latter  to  scale  from  overheating.  The  incrustations  will 
crack  or  split  from  time  to  time,  in  consequence  of  inequality  of 
expansion  or  contraction  between  them  and  the  metal,  and  if  the  latter 
be  heated  at  the  time,  pressure  of  steam  may  be  suddenly  generated 
which  the  worn  boiler  will  not  withstand  unless  provided  with  an 
ef&cient  safety-valve. 

As  the  water  in  kitchen  boilers  is  often  used  for  culinary  and 
drinking  purposes,  the  means  employed  in  boilers  used  for  steam- 
purposes  only,  to  prevent  the  formation  of  hard  deposits,  cannot  be 
resorted  to;  therefore  the  only  means  of  guarding  against  accidents 
to  domestic  boilers  from  these  causes  consists  in  frequent  and 
thorough  cleaning  out,  which  is  especially  necessary  where  the  water- 
supply  is  hard. 

Explosions  also  occur  with  household  boilers  of  the  ordinary  cir- 
culating class,  unprovided  with  safety-valves,  through  the  stop-taps  of 
the  pipes  which  connect  them  with  an  overhead  cistern  being  left 
dosed  by  accident  or  negligence,  in  which  case  steam  pressure  must 
speedily  accumulate  to  a  duigerous  extent,  all  outlets  being  closed. 
Accidents  with  such  boilers  are  particularly  liable  to  occur  during 
severe  frosts  in  consequence  of  the  circulating  pipes  becoming 
plugged  up  with  ice,  whereby  the  outlet  for  steam  pressure  is  as  com- 
pletely cut  off  as  if  the  stop-taps  were  closed.  Several  accidents 
due  to  these  two  causes,  some  of  them  attended  by  ffttal  results,  were 
recorded  last  year.  The  obvious  and  simple  method  of  guarding 
effectually  against  such  explosions  is  to  have  the  boiler  fitted  with 
a  reliable  safety-valve,  of  the  most  simple  form ;  a  valve  of  pendulous 
dead  weight  construction  is  specially  recommended  for  this  purpose 
by  the  Steam  Users  Association  as  being  inexpensive,  certain  of  action, 
and  free  from  any  liability  to  get  out  of  order.  So  simple  a  precau- 
tion for  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a  frightful  accident  surely  only 
requires  public  attention  being  directed  to  it  to  secure  its  general 
adoption. 

Explosions  resulting  from  the  ignition  of  mixtures  of  inflammable 
gas  and  air  constitute  even  a  more  formidable  class  than  that  just 
described ;  for  the  number  of  explosions  in  coal  mines  which  occur  in 
a  year  is  very  considerably  greater  than  that  of  boiler  explosions, 
while  the  loss  of  life  occasioned  by  the  former  is  very  consider- 
able, and  is  occasionally  appalling  in  its  magnitude.  Thus,  in  1871, 
there  were  fifty-two  fatal  explosions,  268  men  being  killed,  and  234 
non-£fttal  explosions,  by  which  it  is  estimated  that  868  men   were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1875.]  on  Accidental  Exphsions,  397 

iBJored ;  and,  as  examples  of  specially  calamitous  explosions,  may  be 
mentioned  that  at  Bisca  Colliery  in  1860,  when  142  men  were  killed, 
and  those  at  Oaks  Colliery  in  1866,  and  Femdale  Colliery  in  1867, 
when  884  and  178  men  were  killed. 

If  marsh-gas,  or  light  carboretted  hydrogen,  which  exists  im- 
prisoned in  coal-beds  and  escapes  into  the  atmosphere  in  the  pit- 
working,  either  gradually  or  sometimes  nnder  considerable  pressure, 
becomes  mixed  with  the  air  to  such  an  extent  that  there  are  about 
eighteen  volumes  of  the  latter  to  one  of  the  gas,  the  mixture  bums 
with  a  pale  blue  flame,  which  will  surround  that  of  a  candle  contained 
in  such  an  atmosphere;  the  appearance  of  such  a  '* corpse  light" 
round  the  flame  of  the  pitman's  candle  or  lamp-flame  is  a  warning, 
too  generally  unheeded,  of  the  presence  of  fire-damp  in  quantities 
likely  to  be  dangerous ;  for  if  the  proportion  of  marsh-gas  increases 
much  beyond  that  above  specified,  an  explosive  atmosphere  will  be 
formed,  tiie  violent  character  of  which  increases  as  the  proportion  of 
fire-damp  approaches  that  of  one  volume  to  ten  of  air.  Marsh-gas 
requires  for  its  ignition  to  be  brought  into  contact  with  a  body  raised 
to  a  white  heat ;  fire-damp,  or  a  mixture  of  marsh-gas  and  air,  is 
therefore  not  inflamed  by  a  spark  or  red-hot  wire,  but  will  explode 
if  brought  into  contact  with  flame.  The  fact  that  this  contact  must 
be  of  some  little  duration  to  ensure  the  ignition  of  the  fire-damp 
was  applied  by  Stephenson  in  the  construction  of  his  safety-lamp ; 
and  a  very  philosophical  application  of  the  property  possessed  by 
good  conducting  bodies,  such  as  copper  or  iron,  of  cooling  down  a 
flame  below  the  igniting  point  of  tiie  gas,  and  thus  extinguishing 
it,  was  made  by  Davy  in  the  construction  of  his  safety-lamp. 

All  the  efforts  of  eminent  scientific  and  practical  men,  for  the 
better  part  of  a  century  past,  to  diminish  the  number  of  coal-mine 
explosions,  by  improving  the  ventilation  of  the  mines  and  providing 
the  miner  with  comparatively  safe  means  of  illumination,  appear  to 
have  had  very  little  effect  in  reducing  the  number  and  disastrous 
nature  of  these  accidents.  Since  the  construction  of  safety  miners' 
lamps  by  Davy,  Stephenson,  and  Clanny,  repeated  and  partially  suc- 
cessful efforts  have  been  made  to  reduce  tiie  loss  of  light  consequent 
upon  the  necessary  enclosure  of  the  flame,  and  thus  to  lessen  the 
temptation  of  the  miner  to  employ  a  naked  flame  at  his  work  in 
fiery  mines.  Yet  investigations  after  mine  explosions  still  frequentiy 
disclose  instances  of  the  employment  of  can<Ues  where  they  are  un- 
doubtedly dangerous ;  and  the  regulations  which  have  been  made  law 
with  the  view  of  preventing  accidents  through  the  use  of  naked 
lights  by  miners,  where  there  appears  any  likelihood  of  fire-damp 
escaping  and  lodging,  are  in  many  cases  either  habitually  neglected 
or  very  carelessly  carried  out.  C^e  practice  which  appears  to  have 
become  very  general  in  mines  where  fire-damp  is  Imown  to  exist, 
that  of  sending  firemen  with  safety-lamps  to  examine  the  mines, 
the  men  then  proceeding  to  work  with  naked  lights  in  all  places 
marked   as  safe  by  those  officials,  is  obviously  a  most  dangerous 
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one,  the  lives  of  many  being  made  absolutely  dependent  npon  the 
▼igilance  and  trustworthiness  of  one  or  two ;  yet  it  appears  to  be 
one  almost  forced  upon  the  managers  of  collieries  by  the  men  them- 
selyes,  who  often  absolutely  refuse  to  go  to  work  with  safety-lamps. 
Of  the  three  colliery  accidents  which  occurred  between  December  23nl 
and  January  7th  hist,  by  which  twenty-eight  men  lost  their  liyes, 
two  afford  sad  illustrations  of  the  fact  that  the  overlookers  and  the 
miners  themselves  are  chiefly  to  blame  for  the  frequency  of  these 
accid^its,  and  that  the  practice  of  employing  ^  firemen  "  just  referred 
to  is  a  highly  perilous  one. 

In  the  case  of  the  explosion  at  Bignall  Hill  GoUiery,  North 
Staffordshire,  the  Government  Inspector  gave  evidence  to  the  efifeot 
that  the  explosion  occurred  in  what  was  admitted  to  be  <%«  mo»l 
fiery  seam  in  the  North  Staffordshire  coal-fidd,  and  in  which  no  narked 
light  ought  ever  to  he  used.  The  overlooker  stated  that,  having  found 
gas  in  the  heading  on  the  morning  of  the  explosion,  he  told  the  men 
not  to  go  to  work  there  with  naked  lights ;  that  ^  he  had  authority 
to  order  lamps,  but  he  had  not  done  m>,  because  he  had  not  seen  any 
necessity  for  it.  The  explosion  might  have  been  avoided  if  the  man 
whose  light  was  believed  to  have  fii^  the  gas,  had  done  his  duty  and 
used  a  lamp."  Another  witness  ''  had  found  gas  on  the  morning  of  the 
explosion,  but  not  sufficient  to  lead  him  to  suspect  danger.     He  found 

gas  in  the  place  after  the  fireman  said  he  had  cleared  it  away ; 

tiie  workings  always  were  considered  safe,  and  if  he  asked  a  man  to 
use  a  lamp  he  would  often  be  laughed  at." 

The  Government  Inspector  deposed  that  "all  the  circumstances 
went  to  show  that  the  .fireman  did  not  examine  the  place  before  the 
men  went  to  work,  and  that  one  of  the  men  walked  into  it  wi^  a 
naked  candle  and  ignited  the  gas."  At  the  second  explosion  (at  the 
Aldwarke  Main  Colliery  near  Botherham)  the  fire-trier  appears  to 
have  made  his  customary  inspection  and  found  all  safe  at  the  place 
where  the  explosion  occurred,  and  had  left  his  usual  sign  to  indicate 
to  the  men  that  all  was  right.  The  opinion  of  the  engineer  was 
that  a  considerable  fall  of  roof  (of  the  working)  had  occurred  after 
he  had  left,  and  that,  before  the  liberated  gas  had  time  to  be  carried 
away  by  the  ventilating  current,  the  men  entered  and  met  the  gas, 

which  immediately  fired.     ''  Had  there  been  a  delay or  had  the 

men  been  provided  with  safety-lamps  the  accident  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  been  averted."  In  the  Report  of  the  accident  it  is  stated 
that  the  men  in  that  district  will  rather  leave  a  colliery  than  be  sub- 
ject to  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  rules  of  the  Act  passed  to  ensure 
their  safety,  and  that  some  sach  calamity  was  needed  to  enforce  proper 
regulations  for  the  safe  working  of  the  mine.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  the  comparatively  dim  light  afforded  even  by  the  best 
constructed  lamps  in  general  use,  is  a  cause  of  great  temptation  to  the 
men  to  use  uncovered  lights ;  it  is  therefore  much  to  be  hoped  that 
continued  efforts  may  be  made  to  apply  the  electric  light  to  the  illu- 
mination of  mine  workings.   Some  approach  to  success  in  this  direction 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1875.]  on  Acddentai  Explonona.  399 

was  already  attained  ten  years  ago,  and  one  cannot  but  have  great 
fedth  in  the  ultimate  feasibility  of  some  portable  method  of  illumi- 
nation by  electric  agency. 

There  are,  howeyer,  causes  other  than  the  use  of  unprotected  lights, 
which  contribute  to  the  production  of  coal-mine  explosions.  Efficient 
ventilation  of  workings,  whether  in  use  or  not,  whereby  all  dangerous 
accumulation  of  fire-damp  is  avoided  and  any  sudden  eruption  of  gas 
may  be  rapidly  dealt  with  (the  gas  being  largely  diluted  and  swept 
away  as  speedily  as  possible)  is  indispensable  to  the  safe  working  of 
the  mine  (without  any  reference  to  the  health  of  the  ni^  so  long  as 
there  is  any  temptation  for  the  use  of  naked  lights.  The  original 
laying  out  of  a  working  greatly  afifects  the  question  of  efficient  venti- 
lation, and  explosions  have  been  clearly  traced  to  gas  accumulations, 
which  there  was  sufficient  power  of  ventilation  to  reduce,  if  the  nature 
of  the  working  had  admitted  of  its  proper  application.  J^t  the  Big- 
nail  Hill  Colliery  where  the  fearful  explosion  occurred  on  Christmas 
Eve  last,  the  ventilation  had  been  reported  imperfect  about  three 
weeks  before  the  accident,  and  the  Government  Lispector  stated  that 
the  deficient  ventilation  was  due  to  the  improper  laying  out  of  the 
work.  In  arranging  for  the  efficient  ventilation  of  a  mine,  ample 
provision  for  rapidly  applying  extra  artificial  ventilating  power  should 
be  made ;  and,  in  connection  with  this,  the  interesting  and  useful  series 
of  observations  should  be  borne  in  mind  which  have  been  made  public 
in  communications  to  the  Boyal  Society  and  the  Meteorological  Society 
by  Messrs.  B.  H.  Scott  and  W.  Galloway.  Those  genUemen  have 
clearly  established  a  connection  between  the  occurrence  of  meteoro- 
logical changes  and  colliery  explosions ;  they  have  shown  that  ex- 
plosions frequently  occur  at  the  time  of  considerable  barometric 
disturbances  which  must  unquestionably  afifect  the  rate  of  diffusion  of 
the  fire-damp  into  air  and  the  rapidity  of  air  circulation  in  a  mine. 
They  also  point  out  that  when  the  external  temperature  rises  very  con- 
siderably, the  natural  ventilation,  due  to  the  higher  temperature  of 
the  air  in  a  mine,  is  liable  to  cease,  by  the  external  atmospheric  tem« 
perature  becoming  equal  to,  or  perhaps  exceeding,  that  in  tiie  mine. 
They  consider  that  of  288  explosions  which  occurred  in  1872,  58  per 
cent,  were  due  to  disturbances  of  atmospheric  pressure,  and  16  per  cent, 
to  excessive  heat  of  the  weather,  and  they  have  similarly  traced  the 
proportion  in  which  the  same  meteorological  changes  have  contributed 
to  bring  about  explosions  in  other  years.* 

*  Beferenoe  must  be  made  here  to  an  iagenioas  application,  made  by  Mr.  Anaell, 
of  the  laws  of  diffusion  and  osmose  for  deteotinR  the  piesenoe  of  fire-damp  in 
coal-pits.  Two  or  three  forms  have  been  given  by  Ifr.  Ansell  to  the  detector 
apparatus ;  perbape  the  most  simple  consists  of  a  ball  of  thin  india-rubber,  filled 
with  air  and  fixed  upon  a  stand  under  a  lever  which  slight]  v  presses  the  upper 
surface  of  the  ball.  If  from  any  oause  the  lever  is  raised  it  liberates  a  spring 
which  sets  a  bell  in  vibration,  or  brings  an  electro- magnetic  alarum  arrangement 
into  operation.  If  this  apparatus  is  placed  where  fire-damp  exists  to  an  important 
extent,  the  light  carbnretted  hydrogen  passes  through  the  pores  of  the  india-rubber 
ball,  and  as  the  air  in  the  latter  passes  outwards  at  a  much  lower  rate,  the  ball 
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Sinoe  the  employment  of  gunpowder  aa  a  means  of  rapidl  j  removing 
coal,  or  OTerlying  shale,  has  come  into  considerable  nse,  there  can  be 
no  question  that  an  additional  and  a  yery  serious  source  of  danger  has 
been  imported  into  the  working  of  collieries.  That  the  explosion  of 
a  charge  of  powder  in  a  blast^hole,  or  the  ^  firing  of  a  shot,"  has  by 
no  means  unfrequently  resulted  in  the  production  of  a  fire-damp 
explosion,  has  been  clearly  established  by  careful  inquiry.  This  has 
been  ascribed  to  two  causes,  one  of  them  the  direct  ignition  of  the 
explosive  gas-mixture  by  the  flame  from  the  shot,  the  other  the  dis- 
lodgment  of  fire-damp  from  cavities  or  disused  workings  by  the 
concussion  produced,  and  its  ignition  by  some  naked  flame  or  defective 
lamp  in  the  neighbourhood.  If  a  shot  takes  effect  properly  (i.e.  if 
the  force  is  fully  expended  in  breaking  the  coal  or  rock  at  the  seat  of 
the  charge),  there  is  seldom  flame  produced ;  but  if  the  tamping  which 
confines  the  charge  in  the  blast-hole  is  simply  blown  out  of  the  latter 
like  a  shot  from  a  gun  (which  not  unfrequently  occurs  when  the  lock 
is  very  hard  or  the  tamping  is  not  sufficiently  firm,  or  when  the  charge 
of  powder  is  excessive),  the  powdei>gas  issuing  from  the  blast-hole 
will  produce  a  flash  of  fire  as  obtained  with  a  gun ;  and  if  the  fire- 
damp were  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  it  would  no  doubt  be 
ignited  thereby.  But  this  combination  of  conditions  is  not  likely 
frequently  to  occur ;  the  second  cause  above  given  is  therefore  more 
likely  to  be  fruitful  of  accidents :  but  the  existence  of  a  third  cause, 
to  which  the  majority  of  explosions  oonneoted  with  blasting  in  collieries 
is  most  probably  ascribable,  has  been  very  clearly  estabHshed  by  the 
careful  inquiries,  sound  reasoning,  and  ingenious  experiments  of  Mr. 
W.  Galloway,  Inspector  of  Mines.  The  fact  has  long  been  known 
that  if  an  explosive  gas-mixture  be  driven,  in  a  current  of  sufficient 
force,  through  the  gauze  of  a  safety-lamp  at  right  angles  to  the  lamp, 
flame  may  be  for^  through  the  meshes,  and  may  thus  ignite  the 
explosive  mixture  outside  the  lamp ;  but  Mr.  Qalloway  conceived,  and 
has  clearly  established  by  experiments  in  the  laboratory  and  in  coal* 
pits,  that  tiie  sound-wave  established  by  the  firing  of  a  shot  (especially 
by  tiie  sharp  explosion  produced  when  the  tamping  is  shot  out  of  a 
hole)  will  by  transmission,  even  to  very  considerable  distances,  have 
the  effect  of  forcing  flame  through  the  meshes  of  the  gause  of  a  - 
safety-lamp,  and  will  thus  lead  to  the  ignition  of  an  explosive  gas- 
mixture  surrounding  the  latter.  Safefy-lamps  may  frequently  be 
accidentally  surrounded  by  (or  purposely  introduced,  for  purposes  of 
inspection,  into)  an  explosive  atmosphere  at  the  time  that  shots  are 
fired  in  neighbouring  workings ;  and  the  circumstantial  evidence  col- 
lected  after  the  occurrence  of  some   explosions  has   undoubtedly 

Boon  difitendfl,  exerting  mifileieat  pressure  on  the  lever  to  bring  into  action  the 
signalling  arrangement^  which,  if  electric,  may  be  placed  at  any  convenieat  dis- 
tance from  the  fire-damp  detector,  being  eonneotea  with  the  le?er  by  means  of 
conducting  wires.  It  would  appear  as  though  a  detector  of  this  nature  could  be 
made  of  important  service  in  fiery  mines ;  but  its  employment  does  not  seem  as 
yet  to  have  passed  beyond  the  ez2>erimental  staga 
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indioated  that  this  is  the  most  probable  explanation  of  the  oanse  of 
the  accident.  It  is  probably  not  to  be  expected  that  even  in  fiery 
coal-pits  miners  will  forego  the  adyantages  derivable  from  the  employ- 
ment of  gmipowder,  and  it  appears  next  to  impossible  to  enforce  pro- 
hibitory regolations  with  respect  to  such  pits ;  bat  it  may  perhaps  at 
any  rate  be  hoped  that  the  miner  may  be  trained  to  a  Ibiowledge  of 
the  danger  he  incurs  by  the  incantioas  use  of  gnnpowder,  although 
the  persistent  recklessness  with  which  he  sacrifices  safety  to  comfort, 
in  despising  the  use  of  the  safety-lamp,  forbids  sanguine  expectations 
in  this  direction. 

Reference  has  not  been  made  to  another  very  possible  source  of 
accidents,  due  to  the  employment  of  gmipowder  for  blasting  pnrposes, 
namely,  carelessness  in  the  keeping  and  handling  of  the  explosiye 
agent  by  the  men.  Personal  obs^vation  by  the  spedker  of  the  reckless 
manner  in  which  powder  is  frequently  dealt  with  in  mines,  leads 
him  to  beliere  that  this  contributes  its  quota  as  a  cause  of  colliery 
explosions. 

The  accidents  in  collieries  have  their  paraUel  in  domestic  life,  in 
coal-gas  explosions,  which,  though  at  first  sight  of  comparatively 
small  importance,  if  judged  by  tibe  loss  of  life  and  property  whi<^ 
they  occasion,  yet  merit  serious  consideration  on  account  of  the  great 
frequency  of  their  occurrence,  and  the  demonstration  which  they 
almost  always  afford  of  ignorance  or  culpable  carelessness.  Whether 
occasioned  by  defective  gas-fittings  or  by  want  of  care  in  dealing  with  the 
gas-supply,  die  escape  of  gas  in  a  confined  space,  in  any  but  very  small 
quantities,  must  speedily  result  in  the  production  of  an  explosive  gas- 
mixture,  by  the  rapidity  with  which  the  gas  will  difhise  itself  through 
the  atmospheric  air  surrounding  the  point  of  escape.  The  application 
of  flame  to  such  a  mixture  must  inevitably  result  in  an  explosion,  the 
destructive  effect  of  which  is  regulated  by  the  quantity  of  gas 
escaping,  and  the  time  which  it  has  had  to  mix  with  the  air. 

The  circumstance  that  the  admixture  of  even  minute  quantities  of 
coal-gas  with  air  can  be  at  once  detected  by  the  unmistakable  odour 
of  the  gas,  should  serve  as  a  safeguard  against  accidents ;  unfortu- 
nately, however,  thoughtlessness  or  want  of  knowledge  frequently 
causes  this  very  fact  to  lead  to  the  opposite  result.  Escapes  of 
gas  in  comparatively  smaU  quantities  often  occur  at  the  point  of 
union  (generally  by  a  ball-andnsocket  joint)  of  a  hanging  burner 
or  chandelier  with  the  gas-pipe,  or  at  the  telescope-joint  of  such 
gas-fittings ;  the  column  of  water  required  in  the  joints  to  con- 
fine the  gas  becoming  very  gradually  reduced  by  evaporation.  In 
such  instances  an  explosive  mixture  will  accumulate  in  the  upper 
part  of  an  apartment  of  which  windows  and  doors  are  closed,  while 
the  air  in  the  lower  part  will  continue  for  a  long  time  free  from  any 
dangerous  admixture  of  gas ;  and  instances  are  continually  recorded 
in  the  public  prints  of  the  deliberate  ignition  of  such  explosive  mix- 
tures, by  persons  who,  observing  tiie  smell  of  coal-gas  upon  entering 
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the  room,  proceed  forthwith  to  search  for  the  point  of  escape  by 
means  of  a  flama  It  need  scarcely  be  stated  that  such  a  test  is'  a 
perfectly  safe  one  in  itself,  and  that  if  the  acceptance  of  the  warning 
given  by  the  odoor  of  gas  in  the  lower  part  of  the  room  were  promptly 
followed  by  the  simple  precautionary  operation  of  leaying  open  for 
some  time  all  windows  and  doors,  so  as  to  afford  ready  ingress  of 
fresh  air,  and  thus  speedily  expel,  or  very  largely  dilute,  Uie  gas- 
mixture,  the  leakage  could  be  looked  for  with  no  risk  of  accident. 

Gas  explosions,  generally  of  a  serious  nature,  do  occasionally 
occur  through  no  fault  of  those  who  are  the  direct  agents  in  bringing 
them  about,  as  by  a  person  entering  with,  a  li^t  a  closed  apartment 
in  which  there  has  been  a  very  considerable  escape  of  gas  for  some 
time,  or  a  building  into  which  gas  has  been  entering  from  a  leakage 
in  the  supply-pipe  or  the  main.  A  very  sad  accident  of  the  latter 
kind  occurred  in  January  last  at  Durham,  resulting  in  the  death  of 
two  persons.  The  occupants  of  a  house  had  noticed  on  a  Saturday 
afternoon  a  smell  of  gas,  which  was  traced  to  a  leakage  in  the  main- 
pipe  by  the  gas  company^s  servants,  who  stated  that  it  could  not  be 
repaired  until  the  following  Monday.  The  man,  being  satisfied  that 
the  gas-escape  did  not  occur  in  his  house,  lighted  a  candle  some  time 
afterwards,  with  the  result  that  a  terrific  explosion  nearly  wrecked 
the  house,  which  had  become  to  a  very  considerable  extent  filled  with 
explosive  gas-mixture.  In  another  recent  instance,  the  accidental 
ignition  of  an  explosive  coal-gas  mixture  issuing  from  a  drain-pipe 
communicating  to  the  sewer  in  which  gas  had  leaked  from  the  main, 
caused  the  demolition  of  one  house  and  the  partial  demolition  of 
another,  the  inmates,  in  both  instances,  escaping  fortunately  with  bad 
injuries.  The  first  of  these  accidents,  at  any  rate,  would  not  have 
occurred  if  prompt  means  had  been  taken  for  stopping  the  leakage 
when  its  source  was  discovered ;  and  it  may  be  confidently  affirmed 
that  a  very  large  majority  of  the  accidents  resulting  from  coal-gas 
explosions  might  be  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  and 
intelligence. 

The  employment  of  illuminating  agents  closely  allied  to  coal-gas, 
namely,  liquid  carbo-hydrogen  compounds  obtained  by  the  distillation 
of  coal  or  lEdiale,  or  derived  as  natural  products  from  coal-bearing  strata, 
gradually  extended  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  until  they  became  formidable  rivals  of  mineral  and  vegetable 
oils  and  even  of  gas  itself.  Among  ^e  very  earliest  of  these  sc^called 
mineral  oils  was  paraffin  oil,  first  obtained  from  a  particular  descrip- 
tion of  schist  or  coal,  by  Mr.  Yoimg ;  but  some  time  before  then,  the 
most  volatile  products  obtained  by  the  distillation  of  coal-tar  were 
employed  in  lamps  without  wicks,  of  such  construction  that  the 
volatile  liquid,  flowing  by  gravitation  from  the  reservoir  to  the  souroe 
of  heat,  was  converted  into  vapour  as  it  reached  the  point  where  the  jets 
of  flame  were  produced.  The  great  fiicility  witii  which  the  more 
volatile  portions  of  rock-oil  or  petroleum,  and  of  the  products  of  dia- 
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tillation  from  coal  and  schist,  were  applicable  as  brilliant  illuminating 
agents  in  lamps  of  simple,  cheap,  and  conyenient  oonstruction,  combined 
with  the  low  price  at  which  they  conld  be  retailed,  consequent  upon 
the  great  development  of  the  petroleum  industry  in  America,  soon  led 
to  their  extensive  employment  by  the  general  public,  and  the  importa- 
tion of  these  volatile  oils  or  spirits  attained  in  a  short  time  a  sode  of 
considerable  magnitude. 

The  several  varieties  of  so-called  petroleum  spirit  which  are  known 
as  naphtha,  benzine,  benzoline,  gasoline,  japanner's  spirit,  &c.,  yield 
vapour  more  or  less  freely  on  exposure  to  air  at  ordinary  atmospheric 
temperatures,  and  even  in  some  cases  below  50°  Fahr.  Their  low  specific 
gravity  and  volatility  permit  of  their  employment  in  very  simple  and 
inexpensive  lamps — the  commonest  form  now  extensively  used  by  the 
poorer  classes  all  over  the  country  being  the  "  sponge  lamp  "  in  which 
a  small  strip  of  sponge  or  coarsely  plaited  wick  serves  the  purpose  of 
drawing  the  spirit  up  from  the  Teservoir  to  the  orifice,  where  it  is 
vaporized  and  burned.  Although  much  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  petroleum  spirit  employed  is  probably  used  in  lamps  of  some 
form  or  other,  there  are  additional  important  uses  to  which  it  is 
applied  in  large  quantities,  e.  g.  as  a  detergent,  by  dyers,  &c. ;  as  a 
substitute  for  turpentine  in  paints  and  varnishes;  as  a  means  of 
imparting  luminosity  to  non-luminous  inflammable  gas,  or  of  render- 
ing atmospheric  air  itself  the  vehicle  for  illumination  by  saturating 
it  with  bcoizoline  vapour ;  as  a  solvent  and  purifying  agent  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacture  of  artificial  alizarine,  &c. 

The  statistics  of  the  imports  into  London  and  Liverpool  during 
the  last  three  years  show  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  petroleum  spirit,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
numbers: 

1872.  1873.  1874. 

lUrroi-  ««i«aH«1  /  33,693         46,889         58,687  London. 

BarrelB  imported       ..    |  26,871  27,394         47,200  Liverpool 

The  imports  of  the  less  volatile  and  properly  refined  petroleum 
products,  Imown  generally  as  petroleum  oil  (also  called  kerosine, 
crystal  oil,  rock  oil,  astral  oil,  and,  incorrectly,  paraffin  oil),  which 
do  not  yield  vapour  below  a  temperature  of  100°  Fahr.,  have  fluctuated  * 
considerably  during  the  last  six  years,  but  have  increased  lately  to 
about  five-fold  into  London,  and  four-fold  into  Liverpool,  of  what 
they  were  in  1872,  as  shown  by  the  following  numbers : 

1872.  1873.  1874. 

n^^u  imru.i4«H  /  48,295        206,573        245,291  London. 

Banelfl  imported       ..    (46^579        io4,155        159,700  Liveipool. 

The  so-called  paraffin-  or  petroleum-lamp  etcpIoMOfM,  of  which  in 
the  earlier  days  of  the  employment  of  these  illuminating  agents  there 
were  so  many  recorded  in  the  newspapers,  and  of  whi(£  one  still 
hears  occasionally,  were,  with  very  few  exceptions,  not  correctly 
designated  as  ex^i^osions,  and  when  they  were  so,  were  not  caused  by 
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the  employment  of  the  yolatile  oils  or  petrolenm  spirit.  As  these 
vaporise  very  freely  at  the  slightly  eleyated  temperature  which  a  reser- 
voir of  a  lamp  soon  attains,  air  is  either  entirely  expelled  from  the  latter 
by  the  vapoor,  or  so  dilated  by  it,  that  the  mixture  is  not  explosive.  If 
therefore  flame  can  have  access  to  vapour  escaping  from  any  opening 
in  the  reservoir  near  the  wick,  in  a  badly-constructed  lamp,  it  will 
merely  bum  as  it  escapes.  If  a  lamp  charged  with  petroleum  spirit 
be  carried  incautiously,  or  accidentally  jerked  so  that  the  liquid  is 
suddenly  brought  into  contact  with  the  warmer  portion  of  the  lamp, 
near  the  flame,  a  very  rapid  volatilization  may  thereby  be  caused, 
resulting  in  a  considerable  outburst  of  flama  In  either  case,  a 
nervous  person,  holding  the  lamp  at  the  time,  may  drop  it  in  alarm, 
or  the  reservoir,  if  of  glass,  may  be  broken  by  the  sudden  burst  of 
vapour  and  the  resulting  large  flame ;  in  feuch  instances,  the  spirit  will 
be  scattered  and  at  once  inflamed,  inflicting  injuries  more  or  less 
severe  on  the  instigator  of  the  accident,  or  setting  fire  to  the  premisea.^ 
A  so-called  petroleum-lamp  explosion  which  occurred,  quite  recently, 
at  Gloucester,  resulting  in  the  death,  from  bums,  of  a  woman,  was 
evidently  brought  about  by  the  cause  last  described. 

If  a  petroleum  oil  which  has  been  imperfectly  refined,  and  which 
therefore  contains  some  proportion  of  the  very  volatile  products,  at 
spirit,  be  employed  in  a  lamp,  a  slight  explosion  may  be  caused  by  its 
yielding  up  a  small  amount  of  vapour  at  the  temperature  to  which  the 
reservoir  becomes  heated,  and  thus  producing  a  feebly  explosive 
mixture  with  the  air  in  the  latter,  which  may  become  ignited  by  the 
flame  of  the  lamp.  An  explosion  thus  produced  is  not  at  all  of 
violent  character,  being  generally  merely  a  feeble  puff;  it  may,  how- 
ever, cause  the  cracking  of  the  reservoir,  and  the  consequent  spilling 
and  inflaming  of  the  oil,  and  may  at  any  rate  lead  to  accident  as 
already  described,  by  the  alarm  which  it  occasions  to  nervous  or 
ignorant  persons. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  very  considerable  proportion 
of  the  accidents  which  occur  to  persons  using  petroleum-lampfl  are 
really  traceable  to  the  erroneous  belief,  which  is  still  so  very  preva- 
lent, in  the  explosive  character  of  these  liquida  The  &ct  that  they 
and  their  vapours  are  simply  inflammable,  and  that  the  latter  require 

*  The  Keports  by  Captain  Shaw  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  of  the 
oaufles  of  fires  in  London,  show  a  generally  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  ^leB 
caused  by  lamps:  thus  there  were  20  in  1866,  80  in  1869, 49  in  1871,  56  in  1872,  47 
in  1873,  and  67  in  1874.  These  retams  include  fires  from  lamps  of  aU  kinds  (many 
not  defined) ;  but  it  may  be  reasonably  assumed  that  three-fourths  of  the  totals 
noted  were  caused  by  petrpleum-lamps.  From  one  to  seven  fires  annually  are 
reported  as  caused  by  upsetting,  '*  drawing  off*,"  or  explosion  of  naphtha,  panffin, 
crystal  oil,  or  petroleum.  The  proportion  which  fires  horn  the  above  causes  bear  to 
firos  caused  by  candles  is  small,  but  has  been  on  the  increase  in  the  last  few  years. 
From  1866  to  1870  inclusive,  the  fires  caused  by  candles  were  from  seven  to  ten 
times  more  numerous  than  those  caused  by  lamps ;  but  in  1872  they  were  only 
about  five  times;  in  1872  and  1878,  four  times;  and  in  1874  only  little  over  three 
times  more  numerous. 
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to  be  mixed  with  a  large  volume  of  air  before  their  ignition  can  be 
accompanied  by  explosive  effects,  is  so  slowly  realized,  that  in  public 
prints  petrolemn  is  still  often  spoken  of  as  an  explosive  substance, 
although  these  very  prints  have  recorded  snch  events  as  the  6ttmtti^, 
in  1866,  of  warehouses  at  Bow  containing  1000  barrels  of  petro- 
leum, b^des  four  barges  laden  with  petroleum  lying  alongside  the 
wharf,  without  any  explosion ;  and  the  ignition  at  New  Jersey  (in 
August,  1874)  of  a  petroleum  tank  in  the  Erie  Railway  Company's 
oil-yard,  and  the  consequent  burning  of  70,000  barrels  of  petroleum. 
The  popular  belief  in  the  explosiveness  of  these  simply  inflammable 
liquidis  contrasts  strangely  with  the  fact  that  many  explosions  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  careless  employment  of  candles  or  other  naked 
flames  in  premises  where  the  volatile  varieties  have  been  stored,  or 
where  the  operation  of  transferring  the  liquid  from  one  vessel  to 
another  for  purposes  of  sale  is  carried  on,  the  result  being  the  ignition 
of  the  explosive  mixture  produced  by  the  volatilization  of  the  spirit 
and  its  diffusion  through  the  air.  This  fact  does  indeed  tend  to 
discourage  the  hope  that  the  proportion  of  accidental  explosions  of 
gunpowder,  which  are  apparently  due  to  ignorance,  may  become  very 
greatly  diminished  by  keeping  its  explosive  properties  before  the 
minds  of  those  using  it. 

Although  those  petroleum  accidents  which  are  the  results  of  care- 
lessness or  ignorance  are  very  difficult  to  attack,  the  community  has 
unquestionably  benefited  very  considerably  in  the  matter  of  optional 
comparative  security  by  the  legislation  of  the  last  few  years,  in  con- 
nection with  the  storage  and  «Je  of  petroleum,  imperfect  though  it 
still  is.  The  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  petroleum  spirit  of  any  kind, 
unless  distinctly  labelled  so  that  the  public  may  be  alive  to  its  specially 
dangerous  nature  as  a  very  volatile  liquid,  and  the  limitation  of  its 
storage  and  sale,  by  properly  licensed  persons,  to  localities  specially 
selected  and  inspecteid  by  responsible  officials,  have  most  certainly 
contributed  greatly  to  the  protection  of  the  public  against  accidents 
entailed  by  the  use  of  these  materials.  A  still  more  important  benefit 
which  has  resulted  from  legislation  on  this  subject,  aided  by  the 
zealous  action  of  the  Petroleum  Association  and  of  municipal  autho- 
rities, is  the  almost  complete  exclusion  from  the  market  of  such  petro- 
leum oil  as  yields  inflammable  vapour  at  temperatures  considerably 
above  the  maximum  atmospheric  temperatures  of  Great  Britain. 
The  danger  arising  more  especially  from  the  transport  and  storage 
of  oils  bearing  names  which  apply  to  the  properly  refined  and  there- 
fore safe  petroleum-  or  coal-oils  which  do  not  demand  special  pre- 
cautions for  their  safe  storage  and  use,  and  are  consequently  not  sub< 
jeot  to  any  restrictive  or  precautionary  regulations,  renders  the  appli- 
cation of  the  existing  legal  regulations  to  the  inspection  of  petroleum 
oUs  imported  into  England  of  special  importance.  Such  inspection, 
if  efficiently  conducted,  must  afford  important  protection  to  consumers 
and  communities,  by  maintaining  strictly  the  line  of  demarcation 
which  it  has  been  the  object  of  legislation  to  establish  between  very 
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volatile  and  therefore  highly  inflammahle  petroleum-,  or  coal-prodncts, 
and  those  liquid  hydro-carhonB  of  the  same  origin  which  are  comparar- 
tivelj  very  safe  illuminating  materials,  hecause  they  do  not  evolve 
vapour  at  any  temperature  below  about  100°  Fahr.  A  thoroughly  trust- 
worthy and  sufficiently  simple  method  of  testing  the  oils  is  essential 
to  the  attainment  of  this  result;  and  after  much  consideration  and 
practical  experience  had  been  brought  to  bear  on  this  sabject,  the  so- 
called  flashing  testj  described  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  was  adopted  as 
the  fairest  and  most  reliable  one  which  could  be  prescribed  for  general 
application ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that,  when  applied  to  oils  which 
nearly  approach  in  their  flashing  point  the  limit  prescribed  by  the 
Act,  the  operation  of  the  test  is  not  sufficiently  sharp,  nor  the  pre- 
scribed method  of  conducting  it  sufficiently  rigid,  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  its  furnishing  conflicting  results  in  different  hands,  and 
thus  leacQng  to  decisions,  the  justness  of  which  may  be  legitimately 
open  to  dispute.  It  is  therefore  undoubtedly  desirable,  in  the  framing 
of  any  future  Act,  that  this  test  should  be  carefully  reconsidered,  as 
well  as  the  question  whether  some  narrow  limit  below  100°  Fahr.  may 
not  reasonably,  and  without  incurring  any  increased  risk,  be  fixed 
within  which  ihe  flashing  point  of  an  oil  (i.  e.  the  temperature  at 
which  it  evolves  vapour)  may  range.* 

Such  accidents  as  the  explosion  of  a  mixture  of  petroleum  vapour 
and  air  in  a  ship  on  the  Thames  (the  *  Maria  Lee '),  laden  with  about 
800  barrels  of  petroleum  and  with  other  inflanmiable  materials  (in 
June,  1873),  followed  by  her  complete  destruction  by  fire,  in  somewhat 
alarming  proximity  to  the  Purfleet  powder  magazines,  and  a  similar 
accident  in  Glasgow  Harbour,  demonstrate  the  importance  of  the 
regulations  which  are  imposed  by  the  local  harbour  authorities,  as 
directed  by  the  existing  Act  of  Parliament,  upon  all  ships  carrying 
petroleum  spirit,  with  respect  to  their  mooring  and  the  landing  of 
their  cargo.  The  Act  also  gives  to  the  municipal  and  other  licensing 
authorities  the  very  important  power  of  including,  as  conditions  of  the 
licences,  regulations  with  regard  to  the  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  to 
be  stored  in  a  particular  locality ;  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  store 
with  reference  to  inhabited  buildings ;  the  mode  of  storage,  and  the 
nature  of  the  other  goods  to  be  stored  with  it.  Very  efficient  regu- 
lations have  consequently  been  adopted  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works — and  some  other  local  governing  authorities — with  regard  to 
the  stores  themselves,  the  exclusion  of  any  source  of  fire  or  artificial 
light  from  them,  the  nature  of  the  receptacles  in  which  the  petroleum  is 
kept,  &c.  The  latter  is  a  point  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  specially 
affecting  the  risk  of  accident  in  storing  and  iranspariing  petroleum 
spirit,  and  one  which  it  is  very  necessary  that  legislation  should  deal 

*  As  the  law  at  present  stands,  an  oil,  the  flashing  point  of  which  is  deolared 
to  be  99°  by  the  official  inspector,  must  be  condemned ;  out  another  operator  may 
make  the  flashing  point  of  the  same  oil  to  be  slightly  above  100°.  Praotioally, 
an  oil  with  a  flashing  point  of  97^  or  98^  woald  be  quite  as  aife  as  one  which 
answers  to  the  test  at  100°,  in  the  hands  of  the  same  operator. 
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with  more  speoifically  than  is  at  present  the  case.  The  existing  Act 
specifies  that  limited  quantities,  for  sale  or  consumption,  may  be  kept 
without  a  licence,  provided  they  are  contained  in  small  vessels  of 
glass,  earthenware,  or  metal,  but  it  ia  silent  on  the  subject  of  the 
vessels  in  which  larger  quantities  are  to  be  stored,  or  with  respect  to 
any  regulations  conducive  to  safety  in  the  transport  of  petroleum 
spirit.  As  regards  the  first  point,  it  certainly  gives  ample  power  to 
licensing  authorities ;  but  that  legislation  is  urgently  needed  in  regai*d 
to  the  second,  was  demonstrated  by  the  recent  fearful  catastrophe  on 
the  Grand  Junction  Canal. 

The  liability  of  oil  or  spirit  to  leak  from  casks  or  barrels  even  of 
the  best  construction,  consequent  upon  the  rough  usage  to  which  these 
are  unavoidably  subjected  when  transferred  from  store  to  ship  or 
carriage,  and  the  reverse,  need  scarcely  be  pointed  out.  But  even  in 
the  absence  of  leakage  from  the  openings  of  the  barrels,  or  from  any 
accidental  point  of  escape,  evaporation  or  diffusion  of  the  volatile 
petroleum  will  occur  through  the  wood  itself  of  which  they  are  con- 
structed, especially  in  the  warm  holds  of  ships  or  in  stores  exposed  to 
the  sun,  even  though  the  precautionary  measure  is  frequently  adopted 
of  rinsing  the  barrel  out  before  use  with  a  solution  of  glue.  It  is 
evident  that  the  object  of  imparting  an  impervious  coating  to  the 
interior  of  the  barrel  can  thus  be  only  very  imperfectly  attained,  and 
that,  even  if  it  were,  the  alternations  of  temperature  to  wliich  the 
barrels  must  be  exposed  must  in  course  of  time  open  up  places  for 
escape  by  leakage  or  evaporation. 

It  is  stated,  on  the  authority  of  the  manager  of  the  extensive 
depdt  for  petroleum  oil  and  spirit  of  the  London  Wharfing  and  Ware- 
housing Company,  at  Phdstow,  on  the  Thames,  that  in  spite  of  the 
adoption  of  special  arrangements  for  keeping  down  the  temperature 
of  the  petroleum-spirit  stores,  whereby  it  is  made  not  to  exceed  62^ 
Fahr.  in  the  very  hottest  weather,  the  loss  of  spirit  by  leakage  and 
evaporation  is  very  considerable,  amounting  to  an  average  of  18  per 
cent.  As  the  loss  on  petroleum  oil  from  leakage  at  the  same  esta- 
blishment amounts  to  about  9  per  cent.,  it  is  evident  that  the  limpidity 
and  volatility  of  the  spirit  give  rise  to  a  loss  as  great  again  as  that 
which  is  simply  due  to  leakage  from  imperfecUy  closed  vents  or 
defects  developed  by  rough  usage. 

The  dangers  resulting  from  the  escape  of  petroleum  spirit  or  its 
vapour  from  receptacles  in  which  it  is  kept,  in  confined  spaces,  where 
little  or  no  ventilation  exists,  has  been  but  too  frequently  exemplified  by 
explosions  more  or  less  violent,  followed  by  fires,  in  localities  where 
it  is  stored  or  handled,  or  in  the  holds  of  vessels  in  which  it  is  trans- 
ported. Accidents  of  such  kinds  have  been  due  either  to  carelessness 
in  transferring  petroleum  from  one  vessel  to  another,  in  a  shop  or 
store  in  which  a  light  has  been  burning  at  the  time,  or  to  a  light 
being  carried  into  or  a  match  struck  in  a  store  where  vapour  has 
been  escaping  until  it  has  formed  an  explosive  mixture  with  the  air. 
The  explosion  which  occurred  in  a  sewer  at  Greenwich  last  January, 
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and  was  productive  of  mucH  damage,  was  clearly  traced  to  the  entrance 
into  the  sewer  of  certain  petroleum  products  (from  a  patent  gaa 
feustory  in  the  neighbourhood) ;  the  vapour  from  these  had  formed  an 
explosive  mixture  with  the  air^ which  had  become  accidentally  lighted, 
perhaps  by  the  dropping  of  an  inflamed  pipe-light  through  one  of  the 
sewer-gratings.  The  speaker  has  a  vivid  recoUection  of  an  accident 
of  this  kind  which  he  witnessed  at  the  Boyal  College  of  Chemistry  in 
1847.  Mr.  C.  B.  Mansfield,  who  was  then  engaged  in  his  important 
researches  on  the  composition  of  coal-tar  naphtha,  which  led  a  few 
years  afterwards  to  hu  sad  untimely  death,  was  engaged  at  €Kne 
extremity  of  a  low  room  (88  feet  long,  about  30  feet  wide,  and  10  feet 
high)  in  converting  one  of  the  most  important  of  these  prodncts — 
benzol — (which  boils  at  176^  F.^  into  nitrobenzol  in  a  capacious  retort, 
which  suddenly  cracked,  and,  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  its  contents, 
allowed  the  warm  liquid  hydro-carbon  to  flow  over  the  operating  table. 
There  was  a  gas-flame  burning  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  laboratory 
and  no  other  source  of  fire.  Within  a  yery  few  minutes  after  the 
fracture  of  the  yessel  a  sheet  of  flame  flashed  frt>m  the  gas-flame  along 
the  upper  part  of  the  room  and  communicated  to  the  table  upon  which 
the  liquid  had  been  spilled. 

The  firing  of  the  ^ip  *  Maria  Lee '  just  now  referred  to  was  clearly 
proved  to  have  been  preceded  by  the  explosion  of  a  mixture  of  air 
and  petroleum-vapour,  produced  by  leakage  or  evaporation  from  the 
barrels  stored  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel.  The  weather  was  very  hot 
at  the  time,  and,  there  having  been  a  heavy  thunderstorm  the  night 
before  the  fire,  the  hatches  had  been  kept  closed  and  covered  over 
with  tarpaulin,  so  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  ventilation.  The 
vapour  gradually  diffused  itself  through  the  air  in  the  ship  during  the 
night  until  the  explosive  mixture  extended  to  the  cabin  at  the  after 
p8^.  As  the  captain  entered  this  cabin  quite  early  in  the  morning 
(the  immediate  source  of  the  fire  was  not  clearly  tra<»9d)  a  loud  explo- 
sion occurred,  and  flame  was  immediately  observed  issuing  from  the 
fore  part  of  the  ship. 

A  similar  explosion  of  petroleum-vapour  and  air  occurred  not  long 
since  in  a  ship  at  Glasgow ;  and  lastly  it  was  established  by  a  sound 
chain  of  oircumstantifd  evidence,  that  the  explosion  of  the  powder- 
laden  barge  in  the  Regent's  Park  must  have  been  caused  by  the  igni- 
tion, in  the  cabin  of  the  barge,  of  an  explosive  mixture  of  air  and  of 
the  vapour  of  petroleum,  derived  from  the  leakage  of  certain  packages 
of  the  spirit  which  were  iMu^ked  along  with  the  powder.  The  descrip- 
tion given  by  an  eye-witness,  on  board  a  barge  in  fhmt  of  the  iU- 
fated  'Tilbury,'  of  a  bluish  flash  of  flame,  emanating  from  the 
cabin  of  the  barge  within  a  very  brief  period  of  the  explosion^ 
corresponds  with  the  result  produced  when  flame  is  applied  to  a 
mixture  of  hydro-carbon  vapour  with  a  large  proportion  of  air.  The 
manner  in  which  the  freight  of  the  barge  was  enclosed  by  tarpaulins 
precluded  ventilation,  and  was  most  favourable  to  the  gradual  difinsion 
of  inflammable  vapour,  from  even  slight  lei^Eages  in  the  barrel% 
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throngh  the  confined  air,  nntil  an  explosive  miztnre  extended  to  the 
opening  in  the  bulkhead  or  partition,  which  in  these  barges  separates 
the  cabin  from  the  hold 

It  is  impossible  to  protect  heavy  packages  from  rough  usage,  in 
the  processes  of  unloading  ships  or  otiier  vehicles  of  conveyance ;  it  is 
therefore  most  important  that  means  should  be  adopted  of  thoroughly 
closing  the  vents  of  receptacles  of  petroleum  spirit,  by  such  means  as 
are  capable  of  sustaining  ordinary  rough  usage  witiiiout  any  injury  to 
their  efficiency,  and  that  the  improvement  of  the  nature  and  constiTic- 
tion  of  the  receptacles  themselves  should  be  seriously  considered  with 
the  view  of  reducing  the  liability  to  accidents  resulting  from  the  escape 
of  the  spirit  or  its  vapours,  and  the  consequent  creation  of  danger 
connected  with  the  transport  and  storage  of  these  valuable  illuminating 
materials. 

The  fact  that  combustible,  and  especially  inflammable  solid  sub- 
stances, if  of  sufficiently  low  specific  gravity,  and  reduced  to  a 
sufficiently  fine  state  of  division  to  allow  of  their  becoming  and 
remaining  for  a  time  suspended  in  air,  may  furnish  mixtures  with 
the  latter  which  partake  of  explosive  character,  scarcely  needs  to 
be  pointed  out.  The  ignition  of  a  particle  of  such  a  substance, 
surrounded  by  atmospheric  oxygen,  will,  under  these  conditions,  at 
once  communicate  to  others  immediately  adjacent  to  it ;  and  if  the 
particles  of  suspended  solid  matter  be  sufficiently  numerous  and 
finely  divided,  the  ignition  will  spread  throughout  the  mixture 
with  a  rapidity  approaching  that  of  a  mixture  of  inflammable  vapour 
and  air,  the  development  of  gaseous  products  and  heat  being  suffi- 
ciently rapid  and  considerable  to  produce  explosive  effects,  which 
may  even  be  of  violent  character,  their  violence  being  regulated  by 
the  nature  and  inflammability  of  the  solid  substance,  the  proportion 
and  state  of  division  in  which  it  is  distributed  through  the  air,  the 
quantity  of  the  mixture,  and  the  extent  of  its  confinement. 

Explosions  of  an  accidental  nature  produced  in  this  way  are 
believed  to  have  occurred  in  connection  with  operations  in  the 
chemical  laboratory ;  but  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the 
first  clearly  authenticated  cases  of  any  importance  should  have 
arisen  out  of  the  apparently  harmless  operation  of  grinding  com. 

That  a  mixture  of  very  fine  flour  and  air  will  ignite  with  a  flash 
when  light  is  applied  to  it,  and  produce  in  a  very  mild  form  the 
species  of  explosion  observed  on  applying  a  light  to  lycopodium 
suspended  in  air,  is  not  very  difficult  of  demonstration ;  but  it  is  not 
easy  to  realize  the  possibility  of  the  production  of  violent  explosive 
effects  by  the  ignition  of  such  a  mixture  even  upon  a  very  large 
scale,  though  the  rapidity  of  its  ignition  be  accidentally  favoured 
by  the  warmth  of  the  atmosphere.  Cotton  mills  have  been  known 
to  be  rapidly  fired  by  the  ignition  of  cotton  particles  suspended  in 
the  air ;  but,  compared  with  flour,  cotton  is  very  combustible.  Flour 
when  absolutely  dry  would  contain  only  about  half  its  weight  of 
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carbon,  and  about  6  per  cent,  of  hydrogen,  the  remainder  consisting 
of  nitrogen  and  mineral  anbetanceB ;  oonstitnents  which,  bj  absorbing 
heat  instead  of  contribating  to  its  development,  must  tend  to  reduce 
the  rapid  combustibility  of  the  substance.  Tet  the  possibility  of 
▼ery  serious  calamities  arising  out  of  the  accidental  ignition  of  a 
mixture  of  flour-dust  and  air  has  been  but  too  conclusively  demon- 
strated. 

On  the  9th  July,  1872,  the  inhabitants  of  Glasgow  were  startled 
by  an  explosion  which  was  heard  to  a  considerable  distance,  and 
occurred  in  some  very  extensive  steam  flour-mills,  of  which  the  front 
and  back  walls  were  blown  out,  while  the  interior  was  reduced  to 
ruins,  and  speedily  enveloped  in  flame,  destroying  the  remainder  of 
the  extensive  buildings.  Several  persons  were  killed,  and  a  number 
of  others  were  severely  burned,  or  injured  by  the  fall  of  masonry. 
That  the  explosion  was  not  occasioned  by  the  steam-boilers  employed 
as  motive  power  in  the  mill  was  soon  made  clear ;  and  by  the  evidence 
of  persons  employed  in  the  mill  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  its 
origin  was  conclusively  traced  to  the  striking  of  fire  by  a  pair  of  mill- 
stones, through  the  stopping  of  the  *'  feed,**  or  supply  of  grain  to 
them,  and  the  consequent  friction  of  their  bare  surfaces  against  each 
other,  the  result  being  the  ignition  of  the  mixture  of  air  and  fine 
flour-dust  surrounding  the  mill-stones. 

This  ignition  alone  would  not  suffice  to  develop  any  violent 
explosive  effects;  such  ignitions,  though  occasionally  observed  in 
small  mills,  being  caused  either  by  the  striking  of  fire  by  the  stones, 
or  by  the  incautious  application  of  a  light  near  the  mill-stones,  or  the 
meal-spout  attached  thereto,  have  not  in  these  instances  been  attended 
by  any  serious  results.  But  in  an  extensive  mill,  where  many  pairs 
of  stones  may  be  at  work  at  one  time,  each  pair  has  a  conduit  attached 
to  it,  which  leads  to  a  common  receptacle  called  an  exhaust-box ;  into 
this  the  mixture  of  air  and  very  fine  flour-dust  which  surrounds  the 
mill-stones  is  drawn  by  means  of  an  exhaust-fan,  sometimes  aided  by 
a  system  of  air-blowers.  The  fine  flour  is  allowed  to  deposit  partially 
in  this  chamber  or  exhaust-box,  and  the  air  then  passes  into  a  second 
chamber,  called  a  stive  room,  where  a  farther  quantity  of  dust  is 
deposited.  It  follows  that  when  the  mill  is  at  work,  these  chambers 
and  the  channels  or  spouts  connecting  them  with  the  atmosphere 
immediately  surrounding  each  mill-stone,  are  all  filled  with  an 
inflanmiable  mixture  of  the  finest  flour-dust  and  air,  and  that  con- 
sequently the  application  of  a  light  to  any  one  of  those  channels,  or 
the  striking  of  fire  by  any  one  of  the  mill-stones,  by  igniting  some 
portion  of  the  inflammable  mixture,  will  result  in  tiie  exce^ingly 
rapid  spread  of  flame  throughout  the  confined  spaces  which  are 
charged  with  it,  and  will  thus  develop  an  explosion.  The  violence 
of  such  explosions  depends  much  upon  details  of  construction  of 
the  exhaust-boxes  and  stive  rooms,  and  upon  the  dimensions  of  the 
channels  of  communication ;  it  must  obviously  be  regulated  by  the 
volume  of  inflammable  mixture  through  which  fire  rapidly  spreads. 
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and  npon  the  extent,  of  its  confinement.  In  the  case  of  the  catastrophe 
at  Glasgow,  the  production  of  a  blaze  at  a  pair  of  mill-stones  was 
obflerved  to  be  followed  by  a  crackling  noise  as  the  flame  rapidly 
spread  through  the  conduits  leading  to  the  exhaost-box  upon  an  upper 
floor,  and  a  loud  report  from  that  direction  was  almost  immediately 
heard.  Professors  Bankine  and  Macadam,  who  carefully  investigated 
the  cause  of  this  accident,  report  that  other  flour-mill  explosions 
which  they  have  inquired  into  had  been  observed  to  be  attended  by  a 
similar  succession  of  phenomena  to  those  noticed  upon  this  occasion. 
The  bursting  open  of  the  exhaust-box  by  a  similar  though  less 
violent  explosion,  attended  by  injury  of  workmen,  the  blowing  out  of 
windows  and  loosening  of  tiles,  appears  to  have  taken  place  on  a 
previous  occasion  at  these  particular  mills.  In  the  last  accident, 
however,  the  more  violent  explosion  appears  to  have  been  followed  by 
others,  the  flame  having  spread  with  great  rapidity  to  distant  parts  of 
the  mills  through  the  many  channels  of  conmiunication  in  which  the 
air  was  charged  with  inflammable  dust,  resulting  from  the  cleansing 
and  sifting  operations  carried  on  in  different  parts  of  the  building, 
and  rapidly  diffused  through  the  air  by  the  shock  and  blast  of  the 
first  explosion. 

The  subject  of  flour-mill  explosions,  though  it  has  attracted  little 
if  any  attention  in  this  country  previous  to  the  Tradeston  explosion, 
is  discussed  in  Continental  treatises  on  flour-mills,  and  the  results  of 
Messrs.  Bankine  and  Macadam's  inquiries  have  demonstrated  that 
accidents  of  this  kind  are  actually  of  ordinary  occurrence  in  mills, 
especially  since  the  introduction  of  the  exhaust  arrangements.  Those 
gentlemen  point  out  that  it  appears  scarcely  possible  to  guard  against 
such  accidents  altogether,  although  the  frequency  of  their  occurrence 
may  probably  be  much  reduced  by  adopting  efficient  precautions  to 
.  prevent,  as  &r  as  possible,  a  stoppage  of  the  '^  feed "  to  the  mill- 
stones or  the  accidental  introduction  of  nails  between  them  together 
with  the  grain,  and  by  prohibiting  the  employment  of  naked  lights  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  mills  and  the  dust  passages.  In  order  to  reduce  as  far 
as  possible  the  damage  and  risk  of  sacrifice  of  life  resulting  from  such 
explosions,  it  is  important  that  all  receptacles  into  which  the  dust- 
laden  air  is  drawn  from  the  mills,  should  be  fixed  outside  the 
buildings,  and  constructed  so  as  to  ofibr  as  little  resistance  as  possible 
to  the  sudden  expansion  resulting  from  the  ignition  of  the  inflam- 
mable mixture.  The  conduits  leading  ^m  the  mills  to  the  exhaust- 
chambers  should,  moreover,  be  of  small  dimensions,  and  there  should 
be  no  other  communication  between  the  interior  of  the  building  and 
the  dust  receptacles,  which  must  not  be  opened  while  the  mill  is  at 
work.  By  adopting  precautions  of  this  kind,  the  mill-owner  may 
succeed,  at  any  rate,  in  reducing  the  mischief  resulting  from  an 
accidental  ignition  of  flour-dust  at  the  mill-stones  to  such  limits  that 
the  mill  itself  and  the  lives  of  those  engaged  in  it  will  not  be 
endangered. 
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The  prdduction  of  explosions  by  mixtares  of  air  with  marsh-gas, 
ooal-gas,  petroleum  vapoars,  or  a  finely  divided  inflammable  solid, 
snch  as  flour,  has  been  shown  to  be  dae  to  the  application  of  sofli- 
cient  heat  to  some  portion  of  the  mixture  to  cause  the  atmospheric 
oxygen  to  combine  with  the  combustible  constituents  of  the  gas, 
vapour  or  solid,  the  results  being  the  development  of  chemical  action, 
the  formation  of  gaseous  products,  and  their  expansion  by  the  heat 
developed.  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the  same  explanation  applies 
to  the  production  of  explosions  by  that  class  of  so-called  explosive 
agents  which  is  prepared  by  intimately  mixing  combustible  or  inflam- 
mable solids  with  a  solid  oxidizing  agent  (i.  e.  an  oxygen-compound 
which  readily  yields  up  a  part  or  tibe  whole  of  that  gas  under  the  in- 
fluence of  heat,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  chemical  force,  to  carbon, 
hydrogen,  or  other  readily  oxidizable  elements).  Distinct  from  these 
explosive  mixtures  as  regards  their  nature,  but  quite  analogous  to 
them  in  their  behaviour  and  the  effects  they  produce  when  subjected 
to  heat  or  other  disturbing  influences,  are  explosive  compounds.  The 
majority  of  these  contain  carbon,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen  as  the  most 
important  components ;  they  are  more  or  less  susceptible  of  sudden 
or  extremely  rapid  transformation  into  gases  or  vapours,  attended  by 
development  of  great  heat,  in  consequence  either  of  their  resolution 
into  their  elementary  constituents  or,  generally,  of  the  rearrangement 
of  these  into  comparatively  simple  forms  of  combination.  Some  of 
these  explosive  compounds  are  of  such  unstable  character,  that  they 
are  liable  to  undergo  change  from  very  slight  inciting  causes,  such  as 
the  existence  in  them  of  minute  quantities  of  foreign  substances  of 
active  chemical  character ;  or  they  may  even  be  prone  to  absolutely 
spontaneous  change.  In  such  substances  decomposition  may  be  in 
the  first  instance  established  only  to  a  very  minute  extent ;  but  this 
decomposition,  by  the  products  to  which  it  gives  rise,  and  by  the 
attendant  development  of  heat,  however  small,  may  speedily  promote 
further  and  more  rapid  change  in  the  mass  of  the  substance,  so  that 
eventually  decomposition  of  violent  nature  may  be  established,  and 
the  principal  portion  of  the  compound  may  suddenly  undergo  the 
same  transformation  into  gases  or  vapours,  attended  by  the  same 
development  of  heat,  as  though  any  one  of  the  agencies  (i.e.  fire, 
friction,  or  percussion)  ordinarily  employed  to  determine  the  explo- 
sion of  these  bodies  had  been  applied.  Cases  of  so-called  spon- 
taneous explosion  thus  brought  about  are  more  familiar  to  scientifio 
and  manufacturing  chemists  than  to  the  general  public ;  but  accidental 
explosions  of  very  alarming  and,  in  a  few  instances,  of  very  calami- 
tous character,  are  on  record,  which,  though  not  actually  of  spon- 
taneous nature,  in  the  strict  application  of  the  term,  have  been 
brought  about  without  any  apparent  application  of  external  inciting 
agencies,  and  have  hence,  from  a  practical  point  of  view,  not  been 
incorrectly  classed  as  spontaneous  explosions. 

A  few  substances,  well  known  to  chemists,  are  so  very  unstable  in 
character,  or  are  so  very  difficult  to  prepare  in  a  condition  approach- 
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ing  parity,  tliat  they  either  begin  to  undergo  change  as  soon  as  they 
have  been  produced,  or  very  shortly  afterwards,  such  change  proceed- 
ing sometimes  gradually  and  quietly  until  the  substance  has  been 
transformed  into  non-explosive  bodies,  or  occurring,  in  other  in- 
stances, with  a  rapidity  speedily  resulting  in  the  violent  decomposi- 
tion or  explosion  of  the  substance.  Injuries  more  or  less  severe 
have  been  inflicted  upon  the  discoverers  or  investigators  of  substances 
of  this  kind,  or  upon  those  who  prepare  them  and  exhibit  their  pro- 
perties for  instructional  purposes ;  and  such  accidents  occasionally 
occur,  even  though  all  possible  or  reasonable  precautions  appear  to 
have  been  taken  to  guard  against  them.  It  has  occasionally  also 
happened  that  serious  accidents  have  resulted  from  attempts  to  apply 
to  practical  purposes  the  explosive  power  of  such  substances  (as,  for 
example,  the  chloride  of  nitrogen  and  iodide  of  nitrogen,)  by  persons 
imperfectly  acquainted  with  their  properties  or  those  of  explosive 
substances  generally.  The  great  danger  in  which  want  of  knowledge 
may  involve  experimenters  in  this  direction  is  too  obvious  to  need 
being  dwelt  upon.* 

The  risk  of  accident  resulting  from  the  liability  of  explosive  com- 
pounds to  so-called  spontaneous  decomposition  has  been  on  several 
occasions  exemplified  in  the  past  history  of  the  two  most  important  of 
these  compounds,  guncotton  and  nitroglycerine.  Until  within  the 
last  few  years  it  was  believed  that  both  these  substances  were  in 
themselves  so  prone  to  change,  that  their  preservation  for  any  length 
of  time  without  undergoing  spontaneous  decomposition,  resulting 
most  probably  in  explosion,  was  regarded  as,  at  best,  a  great  uncer- 
tainty.    They  acquired  this  character  for  instability  partly  from  the 

*  The  great  danger  inctirred  in  experimenting  with,  or  attempting  the  mann- 
factnre  npon  a  large  scale,  of  substances  of  unstable  and  explosive  nature,  the 
properties  of  which  are  imperfectly  understood,  has  been  exemplified  by  repeated 
accidents  with  a  liquid  called  methylic  nitrate,  the  yapour  of  which  is  highly 
explosive.  In  1872  a  joxma  English  chemist  of  great  promise  lost  his  life  by  a 
very  violent  explosion  which  occurred  in  a  laboratory  in  Germany,  where  he  had 
been  engaged  in  preparing  large  quantities  of  this  substance  with  a  view  to  its 
employment  as  a  substitute  for  nitroglycerine  preparations.  Xo  conjecture  could 
be  formed  of  the  immediate  cause  of  the  explosion.  Some  tune  after  a  German 
manufacturing  chemist  of  eminence  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye  by  the  violent 
explosion  of  a  very  small  Quantity  of  the  same  substance  while  he  was  heating  it 
in  a  glass  tube ;  and  in  November  last  a  very  violent  explosion  occurred  at  the 
works  of  a  manufacturer  of  dyes  at  6t.  Denis,  in  a  building  where  very  considerable 
quantities  of  the  methylic  nitrate  were  being  prepared  and  purified  for  colour- 
making  purposes.  Two  men  were  killed,  and  a  number  seriously  injured.  In 
this  case  the  accident  was  clearly  traced  to  an  act  of  recklessness  of  one  of  the 
workmen.  The  use  of  lights  was  prohibited  in  the  building  where  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  substance  was  carried  on,  in  consequence  of  the  inflammable  vapour 
evolved  and  the  danger  of  explosion  ftom  its  ignition.  But  on  this  oocasiou,  a 
man  not  only  brouglit  a  lamp  into  the  room,  but  actually  lowered  it  into  a  large 
boiler  from  which  the  liquid  was  being  decanted  with  a  siphon,  his  object  being 
to  see  how  much  remained.  The  vapour  in  the  boiler  was  at  once  fired,  and  a 
violent  explosion  occurred  almost  immediately,  followed  by  a  second,  there  being 
upwards  of  1000  lb.  of  the  material  in  an  adjoining  store. 
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imperfect  pnrifieation  of  Bpecimens  prepared  from  time  to  time  for 
scientific  or  instractional  purposes,  and  partly  from  repeated  attempts 
to  utilize  their  explosive  properties,  and  therefore  to  produce  them  in 
considerable  quantities,  while  their  nature  and  properties  were  still 
very  imperfectiy  understood  (this  being  specially  the  case  with  gun- 
cotton).  The  liquid  nature  and  some  other  peculiar  properties  of 
nitroglycerine  delayed  any  important  attempts  at  its  application  for 
many  years ;  on  the  other  hand,  guncotton  presented  to  the  superficial 
experiment^  so  many  alluring  cbdvantages  as  an  explosiye  agent  that 
its  discovery  was  very  soon  followed  by  its  manufactare  and  storage 
upon  a  large  scale,  which  speedily  resulted  in  such  serious  disasters 
that  the  material  acquired,  within  a  very  brief  period  of  its 
discovery,  an  unmerited,  but  for  a  long  time  completely  damnatory, 
reputation  for  utter  untrustworthiness.  The  stability  of  properly 
purified  guncotton,  as  well  as  that  of  nitroglycerine,  has,  however, 
now  been  for  some  time  past  fully  established,  and  no  difficulty  exists 
in  carrying  on  with  safety  their  manufacture  on  such  a  scale  as  to 
satisfy  the  continually  increasing  demand  for  efficient  preparations  of 
these  violent  explosive  agents.  At  the  same  time,  the  experience  of  the 
last  few  years  has  afibrded  repeated  illustrations  of  the  terrible  risks  and 
responsibilities  incurred  by  manufacturers  of  these  substances  by  the 
slightest  departure  from  conditions  essential  to  perfection  and  «ifety 
of  manufacture,  or  by  a  relaxation  of  the  strictest  supervision  in  the 
production,  purification,  and  storage  of  the  materials.  The  calamitous 
explosion  at  Stowmarket  in  1871,  and  many  serious  explosions  at 
nitroglycerine  (or  dynamite^  factories  during  the  last  few  years,  in 
different  parts  of  the  Continent,  have  demonstrated  the  liability  of 
these  substances  to  so-called  spontaneous  explosion,  if  the  acids 
employed  in  their  production  are  allowed  to  remain  in  contact  with 
them  for  protracted  periods,  even  in  very  small  quantities.  Any 
negligence  whatever,  therefore,  in  the  production  and  purification  of 
these  substances,  or  the  introduction,  by  accident  or  otherwise,  of  acid 
impurity  into  the  finished  materials,  must  in  all  probability  prove 
destructive  of  their  stability,  and  may  lead  to  most  serious  diiMsters. 

In  these  respects  the  utilization  of  explosive  compounds  of  this 
class  involves  special  risks  not  attendant  upon  the  manufacture  of 
gunpowder  and  modifications  of  that  substance;  in  others,  however, 
.it  presents  important  elements  of  comparative  safety.  Thus,  with 
proper  precautions,  the  conversion  of  glycerine  into  nitroglycerine 
may  be  carried  on  with  safety ;  the  purification  of  the  substance  is  not 
attended  by  any  danger,  and  the  manipulations  attendant  upon  its 
conversion  into  suitable  preparations  for  ase  (e.  g.  dynamite)  are  also 
in  themselves  perfectly  safe  operations.  Agam,  the  manufiicture  and 
purification  of  guncotton,  and  its  conversion  into  the  compressed  or 
granulated  substance,  are  absolutely  safe  operations,  the  material 
being  wet  throughout  the  entire  course,  and  therefore  quite  uninflam- 
mable, until,  when  completed,  it  is  dried  by  long  exposure  to  air,  or 
by  artificial  heat.   On  the  other  hand,  gunpowder,  and  all  preparations 
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of  similar  nature,  are  explosive  from  the  very  commencement  of  their 
manufacture ;  the  roughly  mixed  ingredients  already  famish  a  mate- 
rial which  deflagrates  violently  when  a  spark  reaches  it,  and  the 
subsequent  operations  of  intimate  mixture  or  incorporation,  compres- 
sion, granulation,  &c.,  which  are  necessarily  carried  out  with  the  nearly 
dry  material,  Are  all  of  a  highly  dangerous  character,  demanding  for 
their  safe  performance  the  strictest  attention  to  precautions  which 
have  been  dictated  by  practical  experience  and  knowledge  of  the 
sources  of  danger  to  be  guarded  against. 

Accidents  at  gunpowder  factories  are  very  frequent,  and  though 
they  may  not  often  involve  considerable  loss  of  life  or  destruction  of 
property,  the  fact  that  their  occurrence  must  in  most  instances  be 
caused  by  partial,  occasional,  or  complete  and  persistent  neglect  of 
precautions  absolutely  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  people  employed 
in  the  works,  or  to  a  reduction  of  the  risks  of  accident  to  the 
minimum,  points  to  the  necessity  for  improved  l^slation  connected 
with  manufactories  of  gunpowder  and  other  explosive  preparations, 
whereby  the  proper  attention  to  regulations  and  precautions  for  safety 
may  be  rendered  compulsory,  and  seconded  by  an  efficient  system  of 
inspection.  The  absolute  exclusion  of  lucifer  matches  from  such 
works ;  the  adoption  of  every  possible  precaution  for  excluding  grit 
from  all  buildings  in  which  the  explosive  substance  is  submitted  to 
any  kind  of  operation,  by  proper  construction  and  closing  of  the 
buildings;  the  employment  of  special  shoes  and  other  external 
clothing  for  use  in  the  buildings  only ;  the  total  exclusion  of  iron,  in 
any  form,  from  the  works ;  the  proper  separation  from  each  other  of 
the  buildings  in  which  the  several  operations  are  carried  on,  and 
their  construction  with  a  view  to  divert  the  force  of  a  possible 
explosion  into  comparatively  harmless  directions  ;  the  reduction 
within  particular  limits  of  the  quantity  of  explosive  allowed  to  remain 
in  any  one  building  ;  the  provision  of  efficient  lightning  conductors ; 
— such  are  some  of  the  principal  precautionary  measures  which  go  far 
to  reduce  the  possibility  of  accident  in  works  of  this  kind  (or  the 
mischief  accruing  from  such  accidents  when  they  do  arise),  and  the 
adoption  of  which  does  not  present  any  serious  difficulty.  And 
lasUy,  though  properly  first  in  importance,  the  manufacturers  of  gun- 
powder and  other  explosive  agents  should  not  only  themselves  possess 
some  scientific  as  well  as  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
properties  of  the  substances  in  the  manufacture  of  which  the  lives  of 
their  workmen  are  at  stake,  but  they  also  should  ascertain  and  insist 
that  at  any  rate  the  persons  who  act  as  managers  and  foremen  in 
their  factories  should  not  be  deficient  in  the  elementary  knowledge 
indispensable  to  a  proper  performance  of  their  duties. 

Major  Majendie,  the  Government  Inspector  of  Gunpowder  Works, 
&c.,  has  reported  officially  that  he  was  "  much  struck,  in  the  course  of 
his  inspections,  with  the  extraordinary  ignorance  of  even  the  most 
elementary  dangers,  and  the  precautions  necessary  for  avoiding  them, 
which  prevails  among  persons  in  charge  of  important  factories  and 
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magazines,"  and  tliat  there  can  be  no  donbt  that  to  the  ignorance  and 
incompetence  of  snch  persons  a  large  number  of  the  accidents  which 
occur  are  indirectly  due.  Surely  it  is  in  the  interest  of  employers  to 
adopt  measures  for  securing  that  the  management  of  their  works  is  in 
the  hands  of  competent  men,  experienced  in  the  details  of  the  manu- 
facture, and  possessing  adequate  general  education  and  technical 
knowledge  to  fit  them  for  posts  of  such  responsibility.  The  obTiooB 
mode  of  securing  this  is  to  render  it  compulsory  for  such  men  to 
obtain  certificates  of  competency  before  they  can  hold  responsible 
appointments  in  manufactories  of  gunpowder  and  other  exploeiTe 


The  manufacture  of  fireworks,  ammunition,  percussion  caps,  and 
other  articles  involving  the  application  of  explosive  agents  is,  it  need 
scarcely  be  stated,  attended  by  liability  to  accidents  similar  to,  and 
sometimes  even  greater  than  that  existing  in  manufactories  of  gun- 
powder and  materials  of  similar  nature,  and  necessitates  the  adoption 
of  precautions  of  the  same  nature  as  apply  to  these  works. 

Such  necessity  has,  however,  been  very  much  disregarded  in  the 
arrangement  and  management  of  factories  of  this  kind;  and  many 
very  sad  casualties  have  resulted  either  from  utterly  inadequate 
arrangements  for  localizing  explosions  and  reducing  them  to  small 
proportions,  by  regulating  Sie  quantities  of  material  dealt  with  in  one 
building,  and  sufficiently  separating  and  subdividing  the  manufacturing 
operations,  or  from  neglect  of  simple  regulations  for  excluding 
sources  of  fire  from  the  buildings.  Thus,  in  inquiries  following  on 
explosions  at  ammunition  or  firework  factories,  it  has  been  fonnd  in 
some  instances  a  common  practice  for  the  men  to -wear  their  ordinary 
clothing  when  in  the  factory,  and  to  carry  lucifer  matches  abont 
them.  Again,  at  an  ammunition  factory,  at  Birmingham,  where  an 
explosion,  not  long  since,  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  fifty-three  women, 
it  was  brought  to  light  during  the  inquest  that  there  were  open 
stoves,  not  even  provided  with  fenders,  in  the  middle  of  the  sheds  in 
which  the  powder-work  was  carried  on ;  at  these  stoves  the  women 
used  to  cook  their  dinners,  and  they  were  also  in  the  habit  of  shaking 
the  grains  of  powder  off  their  aprons  into  the  stoves. 

Other  and  special  sources  of  danger  exist  sometimes  in  connection 
with  this  branch  of  the  industry  of  explosive  substances.  Great 
stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  dangers  which  may  arise  in  the  mana- 
facture  of  guncotton,  and  nitroglycerine  preparations,  from  the  lia- 
bility of  those  substances  to  spontaneous  change  in  consequenoe  of 
the  readiness  with  which  their  stability  may  he  affected  by  imper- 
fections in  their  manufacture.  But  there  are  several  important  in- 
stances of  accidental  explosions  on  record,  which  have  occurred  in  the 
manufacture  of  pyrotechnic  compositions  and  other  articles  of  ex- 
plosive nature  in  consequence  of  a  liability  to  the  estabHshment  of 
chemical  activity  between  the  ingredients  of  such  preparations  by 
even  very  slight  inciting  causes.  Thus,  certain  descriptions  of 
coloured  fires  are  readily  susceptible  of  so-called  spontaneous  ignition 
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or  explosion,  either  simply  from  tHe  unstable  nature  of  one  or  other 
of  their  ingredients,  or  from  so  apparently  trifling  a  cause  as  the 
absorption  of  a  small  amount  of  moisture,  or  the  employment  of  a 
small  quantity  of  an  easily  ozidizable  oil  or  fat  in  connection  with 
their  application  to  pyrotechnic  purposes.  Two  remarkable  instances 
of  unforeseen  danger  in  dealing  with  materials  of  this  kind,  even  when 
their  stability,  under  normal  conditions,  is  beyond  question,  have  come 
under  the  notice  of  the  speaker.  In  one  case,  an  explosiTO  mixture, 
prepared  for  use  in  percussion  caps,  was  preseryed  in  a  moist  condition 
with  the  view  of  storing  it  in  a  non-explosive  form,  but  this  very 
precaution  gave  rise  to  a  serious  explosion;  chemical  activity 
became  established  between  the  components  of  the  mixture,  through 
the  agency  of  the  water,  attended  by  development  of  heat  and  l£e 
speedy  production  of  violent  chemicid  change,  a  result  which  would 
certainly  not  have  occurred  had  the  mixture  been  kept  dry.  In  the 
other  instance,  some  signal-lights,  composed  of  a  mixture  of  ingredients 
which  long  experience  had  shown  to  be  in  every  way  as  permanent  as 
those  of  gunpowder,  were  found  to  be  undergoing  decomposition  to 
an  extent  which,  had  it  not  been  noticed  in  time,  must  have  resulted 
in  serious  consequences.  The  cause  of  this  change  baffled  inquiry  for 
some  time,  but  ultimately  it  was  clearly  established  that  a  very  minute 
quantity  of  free  acid  contained  in  the  paper  linings  of  the  cases  in 
which  tiie  composition  was  confined  (and  derived  from  the  antichlore 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  paper^  had  set  up  an  action  between 
the  saltpetre  and  the  orpiment  composmg  this  material,  which  spread 
gradually  but  with  increasing  rapidity  tlm>ugh  the  highly  compressed 
mass,  being  of  course  accelerated  by  die  heat  developed.  Such  occur- 
rences afford  instructive  illustrations  of  the  dangers  which  surround 
the  manufacture  and  application  of  explosive  substances,  and  of  the 
necessity  for  combining  continued  study  with  untiring  vigilance  in 
dealing  with  these  branches  of  manufacture. 

Mfmy  of  the  most  distressing  accidents  connected  with  firework- 
manufacture  have  occurred  in  dwelling  houses  of  the  lower  class, 
situated  in  crowded  districts,  in  whidi  not  unfrequently  several 
families  reside,  and  where  people,  generally  in  very  poor  circum- 
stances, have  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  squibs,  crackers,  or  pin- 
wheels,  which  they  have  either  retailed,  or  generally  supplied  to  more 
extensive  firework  makers  or  sellers.  This  production  of  fireworks 
has  almost  always  been  carried  on  illegally,  i.  e.  without  the  maker 
having  obtained  the  licence  necessary,  under  an  existing  Act  of  Par- 
liament, to  enable  him  to  manufacture  fireworks ;  hence  work  of  this 
kind  has  mostly  been  conducted  as  secretly  as  possible,  other  dwellers 
in  the  same  house  being  often  unaware  of  the  dangerous  operations 
carried  on  in  the  house  itself,  or  sometimes  in  small  shedis  or  out- 
houses. It  can  only  be  matter  of  surprise  that  firework  accidents 
have  not  been  more  numerous,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  pro- 
cesses of  mixing  the  firework  compositions,  ramming  them  into  cases, 
&c.,  have  frequently  been  carried  on  by  these  ille^  makers  in  the 
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common  dwelling  room,  tlie  several  members  of  the  family  old  and 
yoxmg  taking  part  in  the  work,  while  cooking  and  even  smoking  may 
have  been  going  on  in  the  same  room,  and  the  work  continued  by 
candlelight  in  btisy  seasons,  the  powder  or  finished  fireworks  being 
placed  in  a  cupboard  in  the  room,  or  perhaps  even  in  places  affording 
less  protection.  This  illegal  firework  making  has  been  greatly 
checked  of  late  by  vigilance  on  behalf  of  the  Government  ofBcials, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  Uiat  it  will  disappear  almost  entirely  when  new 
regulations  are  introduced  which  will  facilitate  the  profitable  employ- 
ment of  these  smaU  firework  makers  upon  sufBlciently  extensive  and 
properly  organized  premises  of  large  manufactories,  thus  reducing 
the  temptations  which  have  hitherto  existed  for  large  vendors  to 
purchase  cheap  fireworks  of  the  poor  people  who  carry  on  the  mana- 
facture  illegally,  and  for  the  latter  to  convert  their  dwellings  into 
sources  of  danger  to  themselves  and  their  neighbours. 

The  fearful  recklessness  with  which  gunpowder  and  other  explosiye 
agents  are  handled  and  used  by  uneducated  persons,  such  as  these 
small  firework  makers,  of  which  there  are  large  numbers  in  the 
mining  and  manufacturing  districts,  and  by  the  most  extensive  con- 
sumers of  powder,  namely,  the  miners  and  quarrymen,  can  scarcely 
be  realized  by  anyone  who  has  not  had  opportunity  to  acquire  by 
personal  observation  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  things.  A  miner 
may  be  seen  with  his  naked  lamp  or  tallow  candle  fixed  in  his  hat 
or  plastered  against  the  rock  close  to  the  blast-hole  he  is  about  to 
load,  pouring  the  powder  into  his  rough  measure,  or  his  cartridge 
case,  from  the  flask  produced  from  a  pocket  which  is  often  aide 
the  receptacle  of  lucifer  matches,  and  at  times  of  a  half-finished 
pipe  of  tobacco  (if  he  has  not  the  pipe  actually  alight  in  his 
mouth).  Having  inserted  the  charge  into  the  hole,  he  will  proceed 
with  the  operation  of  tamping,  which  consists  in  ramming  debris  of 
the  rock  into  the  hole  as  tightly  as  possible  by  means  of  a  heavy 
iron  tool  and  a  hammer.  Grains  of  powder  lying  upon  the  sides  of 
the  hole,  and  sometimes  forming  a  train  to  the  charge  at  the  bottom, 
are  thus  frequently  submitted  to  most  violent  friction,  and  it  is 
wonderful  that  accidents  in  this  process  of  loading  are  not  more 
frequent ;  but  when,  in  spite  of  oft-repeated  cautioning,  the  miner 
proceeds  to  submit  to  the  same,  and  sometimes  even  to  more  violent, 
treatment  a  cartridge  of  guncotton,  dynamite,  or  other  explosive 
agent  ignited  more  readily  than  gunpowder  by  friction  (and  which 
is  tightly  confined  in  the  blast-hole  by  the  act  of  ramming  with 
a  heavy  tool),  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  fatal  accidents 
should  occur  during  the  employment  of  these  substances  by  tho 
miner,  although  he  is  exposed  to  less  danger  with  them  when 
carrying  them  about  his  person  or  handling  them  for  actual  use, 
because  they  are  not  violently  explosive  in  smiJl  quantities  when  un- 
oonfined. 

It  is,  however,  more  particularly  from  the  fiftct  that  there  are 
no  regulations  forbidding  or  restricting  the  making  up,  in  dwelling 
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houses,  of  blasting  cartridges,  zniDing  fuzes  and  the  so-oalled  powder- 
straws  used  in  blasting,  that  the  chief  liability  to  accidental  explosions 
in  mining  districts  arises.  Miners  are  constantly  in  the  habit  of 
keeping  considerable  quantities  of  powder  in  their  dwelling  rooms, 
and  making  up  their  cartridges  or  fazes  (straws)  at  night  In  a 
recent  official  report  the  Head  Constable  of  Middlesborough  stated, 
^  In  one  case,  at  Eston,  the  roof  of  a  house  was  blown  off,  and  on 
inquiries  being  made  respecting  it  the  man  ....  stated  that  he  was 
tallowing  the  end  of  the  straw,  when  he  put  it  too  near  the  candle 
flame,  which  ignited  the  straw ;  he  threw  the  straw  away  and  it  fell 
into  the  barrel  of  powder,  which  exploded.'^'  The  Head  Constable 
of  Richmond  in  Yorkshire  reported  as  follows:  "I  have  seen  miners 
with  a  quarter  cask  (25  lb.)  making  their  charges  by  the  fire  fre- 
quently, and  they  generally  keep  it  under  the  bed  or  in  the  pantry, 
where  their  children  have  access  to  it."  At  Wigan  a  collier  was 
filling  cartridges  from  a  can  of  powder,  when  a  spark  from  the  candle 
fell  into  the  can  and  produced  a  serious  explosion.  In  another 
instance  a  boy  was  left  alone  in  a  house  where  an  open  barrel  con- 
taining 7  lb.  of  powder,  with  a  piece  of  wood  simply  placed  over  th6 
head,  was  in  the  bedroom.  A  box  of  matches  was  Imown  to  be  in 
the  room,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  boy,  who  died  from  injuries 
roceiyed,  exploded  the  powder  by  means  of  them. 

Numerous  illustrations  such  as  these  could  be  quoted  of  the  fear- 
fully careless  manner  in  which  powder  is  very  generally  dealt  with 
in  manufacturing  districts.  It  naturally  follows  that  other  explosive 
agents,  such  as  dynamite  and  guncotton,  should  be  treated  with  similar 
and  perhaps  even  greater  recklessness.  The  apparently  less  dangerous 
nature  of  such  materials  when  unconfined  tends  to  render  the  miner 
even  more  regardless  of  precautions,  and  hence  it  is  unquestionably 
wrong  to  foster  the  notion  of  the  safety  of  these  materials  in  the 
hands  of  the  miner,  especially  as  it  frequently  occurs  that  the  men 
who  use  these  materials  are  unable  to  r^  the  printed  instructions 
which  are  supplied  by  the  manufacturers  with  the  cartridges  for  the 

Surpose  of  guarding  against  accident.  Thus  several  frightful  acci- 
ents  have  occurred  through  direct  exposure  to  the  fire  of  frozen 
cartridges  of  dynamite  for  the  purpose  of  thtf wing  them,*  and  the  ap- 
parently harmless  nature  of  dynamite  and  compressed  guncotton  has 
on  more  than  one  occasion  caused  the  miner,  when  a  charge  has 
become  jammed  in  a  blast-hole,  to  endeavour  to  drive  it  home  with  his 
rammer,  with  all  the  force  at  his  command,  with  what  result  need 


♦  The  necessity  for  thawing?  dynamite  cartridges  before  use  in  cold  weather, 
and  the  disregard  of  instructions  famished  by  the  makers  for  doing  this  with 
safety,  constitute  one  of  tlie  chief  causes  of  accidents  with  this  material.  Fatal 
explosions  have  resulted  from  the  placing  of  cartridges  in  front  of  a  fierce  fire  or 
upon  a  stove.  Quite  recently  a  pit  sinker,  at  Mountain  Ash,  placed  some 
dynamite  in  the  oven  of  the  fireplace  in  his  house  and  sat  down  to  breakfast 
Before  the  meal  was  ended  thd  dynamite  exploded,  killing  the  man  and  injuring 
two  others. 
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Bcaroely  be  BiatecL*  The  wholesome  e£kct  of  stringeat  i^^^oLiiions 
which  keep  confltantly  before  the  minds  of  the  ordinarj  operative  the 
dangerous  nature  of  ganpowder  and  all  operations  connected  with 
it  and  with  other  explosiyes,  is  well  exemplified  by  the  care  and 
cantion  which  generally  become  developed  as  characteristics  in  the 
men  employed  in  Government  factories  of  this  class ;  and  although 
there  is  but  little  hope  of  the  possibility  of  enforcing  even  the  mildest 
precautionary  measures  with  tiie  minenr  themselves,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  their  minds  must  become  to  some  extent  influenced  by 
example,  and  that,  by  constantly  witnessing  the  strict  enforcement  of 
precautions  at  the  stores  to  which  they  resort  to  obtain  their  supplies, 
they  must  in  time  become  impressed  with  the  necessity  for  the  exercise 
of  some  amount  of  care  in  handling  explosive  substances. 

It  does  not  admit  of  dispute,  however,  that  the  recklessness  of  the 
miner  has  actually  been  fostered  hitherto  by  the  utter  disregard  of  all 
ordinary  precautions  which  they  must  but  too  frequently  witness  at 
the  stores  where  the  powder  is  sold  or  issued  to  them.  The  practices 
of  small  dealers  in  gunpowder  present  illustrations  of  ignorance  and 
recklessness  if  anytiiing  even  more  appalling  than  those  which  the 
habits  of  the  miners  fnniish.  The  manner  in  which  powder  is  often 
dealt  with  by  those  in  charge  of  the  stores  or  magazines  in  quarries 
or  mines,  and  who  have  to  issue  supplies  to  the  men,  may  be  illus* 
trated  by  one  or  two  examples  from  a  report  to  the  Home  Office  by 
Major  Majendie.  At  a  quarry  in  Scotland  he  was  conducted  by  the 
man  in  dbarge  to  a  magazine  containing  about  6  cwt  of  powder. 
For  this  purpose  the  man  lit  a  naked  candle ;  as  they  entered  Uie  door 
it  was  blown  out  by  the  draught,  but  the  man  produced  some  matches 
from  his  pocket  and  rekindled  it.  When  asked  how  he  issued  the 
powder  to  the  men,  he  held  the  candle  with  his  left  hand,  and  ladled 
the  powder  out  with  the  other  hand.  The  practice  of  smashing  in 
the  head  of  a  powder  barrel  with  an  iron  crow-bar  is  stated  to  be  a 
very  common  one,  or  else  a  large  stone  is  used,  or  a  hole  is  bored  into 
the  head  with  a  steel  bit ;  and  as  an  extrraae  instance  of  recklessness 
the  case  of  a  man  is  quoted  who  was  in  the  habit  of  boring  into  the 
barrels  with  a  red-hot  poker^  on  one  occasion,  the  Ud  of  the  barrel 
being  thinner  than  usual,*  the  heated  iron  was  thrust  into  the  contents 
of  the  barrel,  and  the  man  fell  a  victim  to  his  very  original  mode  of 
dealing  with  packages  of  gunpowder. 

In  some  mining  districts  it  has  been  customary  to  pav  no  regard 
whatever  to  the  suitability,  in  point  of  safety,  of  the  locahties  selected 
for  the  storage  of  powder.  It  has  not  usifrequently  been  kept  in 
large  quantities  (e.g.  600  lb.)  in  ordinary  buildings,  quite  close  to 
dwelling  houses.      An  instance  is  quoted  in  an  official  report  by  a 

*  A  fatal  aeddent  oeomred  quite  recently  at  Ebbw  Yale  in  oonfleqiMnoe  of  a 
man  using  great  foroe  in  lammiDg  a  dynamite  charge  into  a  blast-hole  with  a 
wooden  rammer.  The  printed  instraotianfl  distinetly  laid  down  that  the  cartiidgea 
were  never  to  be  rammed.  It  came  out  at  the  inquest  that  the  partner  of  the 
man  killed  could  not  read. 
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chief  oonstable,  of  about  8  owt.  of  powder  being  kept  in  a  colliery 
lodge  constantly  nsed  by  workmen^  and  in  which  a  fire  was  regularly 
kepi.  Even  where  magazines  haye  been  proyided,  in  connection  with 
eztensiYe  mines  and  quarries,  many  instances  are  on  record  of  gross 
ignorance  or  carelessness  in  regard  to  the  precautions  essential  to  the 
safe  handling  of  gunpowder.  The  men  who  go  to  the  magassines  for 
supplies  of  powd^y  and  even  the  man  who  is  in  charge,  are  allowed  to 
enter  the  bmlding  in  their  iron-shod  dirt-coyered  boots,  often  coming 
to  the  store  smoking,  the  pipe  being  merely  put  into  the  waistcoat 
pocket  when  they  get  close  to  the  building;  the  barrels  containing 
loose  powder  are  often  left  unheaded,  and  powder  grains  lie  upon  the 
floor;  the  door  of  the  magazine  in  some  instances  opens  inwards^ 
scraping  the  floor  as  it  is  pushed  open.  A  magazine  in  which  this 
utter  want  of  precautions  was  obscorved  in  the  most  extreme  degree 
contained  seveial  tons  of  gunpowder.  In  illustration  of  the  way  in 
which  explosions  occur  at  such  stores,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  some 
children  saw  some  loose  powder  outside  a  store  (in  Cornwall),  and  set 
fire  to  it ;  the  contents  of  the  building  were  thus  exploded,  there 
being  a  train  of  powder  grains  leading  under  the  door  to  the  stock 
of  powder  in  the  building. 

The  strenuous  exertions  of  the  Gk>yemment  inspectors  during  the 
last  few  years  haye  already  resulted  in  a  considerable  amelioration  of 
this  lamentable  condition  of  things,  although  the  existing  state  of  the 
law  affords  them  little  power  to  emforce  simple  regulations  which  are 
vital  to  the  safety  of  the  people  employed,  and  often  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, but  scant  regard  being  but  too  frequently  paid  to  the 
position  of  even  extensive  stores  or  magazines  with  reference  to 
contiguous  habitations. 

The  fearful  explosion  which  occurred  at  a  gunpowder  merchant's 
magazines  at  Eritii,  containing  51  tons  of  powder,  in  October,  1864, 
and  the  explosion  at  Liverpool  in  the  same  year,  of  the  ship  '  Lottie 
Sleigh,'  laden  with  11^  tons  of  powder  (through  the  aocidentd  spilling 
and  ignition  of  some  paraffin  oil),  dirocted  public  attention  at  that 
time  to  the  existing  laws  relating  to  explosives  just  as  forcibly  as  did 
the  recent  explosion  in  London,  and  thieir  very  defective  condition 
was  then,  as  now,  apparent.  No  steps  have  been  taken  since  that  time, 
in  the  way  of  legidation,  to  afford  the  public  greater  protection  from 
dangers  arising  out  of  the  storage  and  transport  of  gunpowder,  or  to 
bring  the  doings  of  powder  makers  and  consumers  more  under  legal 
control,  althou^  the  Government  did  in  1865  contemplate  for  a  time 
the  enactment  of  new  laws  relating  to  explosives. 

Yery  considerable  alarm  was  felt  &en,  as  lately  again,  at  the 
posmbility  of  most  calamitous  disasters  arising  out  of  the  collection 
of  very  large  stores  of  gunpowder,  by  powder  merchants  as  well  as  by 
the  Government,  in  particular  localities,  some  of  them  in  dose  proximity 
to  populous  district&  In  some  instances  representations  to  fiie  Home 
Office,  which  were  followed  by  efficient  inspection,  made  at  the  instance 
of  Government  by  Colonel  Boxer,  led  to  the  closing  of  extensive 
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merchants'  magasrines  ezisiing  in  objectionable  poedtionB,  or  to  a  con- 
Biderable  reduction  in  the  amoont  of  powder  stored  in  them ;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  substantial  improvement  occurred  in  the 
extent  to  which  precautions,  yital  to  the  safety  of  the  magazines, 
were  observed  or  attempted  to  be  carried  out  by  persons  in  charge 
of  them. 

The  subdivision  of  the  reserves  of  gunpowder,  which  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  maintain  to  as  great  an  extent  as  is  compatible 
with  efficient  arrangements  of  inspection,  and  with  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  in  time  of  war,  is  unquestionably  most  advisable.  It  is 
admitted  to  be  desirable  that  the  magnitude  of  depdts  of  powder  at 
some  of  the  principal  establishments  should  be  reduced  in  extent,  and 
in  some  instances  extensive  depdts  which  existed  in  close  proximity 
to  towns  have  been  removed  or  reduced  to  insignificant  proportions. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  possibility  of  the  explo- 
sion of  magazines,  where  powder  is  simply  stored  as  a  reserve, 
emanates  almost  exclusively  from  causes  external  to  the  depdts 
themselves ;  and  that  as  long  as  these  are  situated  at  such  distances 
from  habitations  as  will  secure  them  against  fire  reaching  any  part, 
the  precautions  adopted  by  (jk)vemment  to  guard  against  accidents 
from  electric  discharges,  and  against  the  possibility  of  any  danger 
arising  within  the  establishments  thems^ves,  render  such  depdts 
quite  safe,  provided  operations  connected  with  gonpowder  (such  as 
the  making  up  or  brealcing  up  of  cartridges)  are  not  carried  on  at  or 
in  close  proximity  to  such  magazines.  It  is  only  in  conducting 
manipulations  with  gonpowder  that  danger  may  arise  (from  any  causes 
excepting  fire  or  electric  discharges) ;  and  therefore  any  operations 
with  powder,  such  as  the  making  up  of  cartridges,  or  any  transactions 
involving  the  frequent  issue  and  receipt  of  powder,  or  the  opening  or 
repacking  of  powder  packages,  should  be  imperatively  conducted  in 
establishments  distinct  from  those  simply  devoted  to  Uie  preservation 
of  reserve  supplies. 

The  recent  powder  explosion  revived  the  discussion  which  arose 
some  years  ago  as  to  the  probable  advantages  to  be  derived,  in  point 
of  safety,  from  a  dilution  of  gunpowder,  for  purposes  of  storage  and 
transport,  with  some  incombustible,  non-conducting  material,  which, 
by  isolating  the  grains  from  each  other,  would  prevent  the  transmission 
of  fire  from  one  to  those  surrounding  it.  Although  quantities  of 
gunpowder  may  thus  be  rendered  practically  non-explosive,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  possibilities  of  accident  must  be  considerably 
increased  by  the  additional  manipulations  to  which  the  powder  must 
be  subjected  in  the  application  of  such  a  safeguard.  If^  as  in  the  case 
of  compressed  guncotton,  gunpowder  could  be  preserved  in  a  suffi- 

Uy  wet  condition  to  be  peHectly  uninflammable,  the  drying,  as  a 

'  manufSacturing  operation,  being  simply  deferred  until  the  material 

'^uired  for  use,  the  protection  afforded  by  a  diluent  could  be 

without  the  introduction  of  any  extra  operations  involving, 

adoption,  the  usual  risks  invariably  attendant  upon  manipulfr- 
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tions  with  an  explosiye.  The  impraoticability  of  snch  a  course  need 
howeyer  be  hardly  pointed  out ;  in  this  particular  respect,  therefore, 
gnncotton  possesses  a  decided  superiority  over  gunpowder,  especially 
as  for  almost  every  purpose  to  which  it  can  be  advantageouisly  applied 
it  may  be  employed  in  the  wet  perfectly  uninflammable  condition 
as  effectively  as  if  perfectly  dry,  by  the  adoption  of  very  simple  modes 
of  exploding  it.*  Supplies  of  guncotton  in  the  condition  in  which  it 
can  actually  be  used  without  further  preparation  may  therefore  be 
stored  without  the  precautionary  measures  indispensable  in  the  case 
of  gunpowder. 

Experiments  on  a  considerable  scale  made  by  the  late  Government 
Committee  on  guncotton,  &c.,  demonstrated  conclusively  that  when 
stored  in  smtdl  quantities  (two  or  three  hundred  pounds)  dynamite 
and  dry  guncotton  are  tmquestionably  much  less  dangerous  in  their 
character  than  gunpowder.  Such  quantities,  even  if  confined  in  strong 
boxes  and  contained  in  buildings  filled  with  inflammable  matter,  may 
bum  away  entirely,  wh^i  these  are  set  on  fire,  without  developing 
explosion ;  but  the  burning  of  6  to  6  cwt.  of  these  materials  under 
similar  conditions  may  terminate  in  an  explosion,  unless  they  be  less 
strongly  confined ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  very  considerably  larger 
quantities,  if  set  fire  to,  will  not  even  need  other  confinement,  to 
develop  an  explosion,  than  that  to  which  the  interior  of  the  mass  of  ex- 
plosive is  subjected  by  the  external  portions,  and  by  the  pressure  of 
gas  developed  by  the  fierce  burning  of  the  substance.  The  degree  of 
comparative  safety  with  which  explosive  materials  of  this  description 
may  be  stored  is  therefore  regulated  by  the  quantity  and  the  extent  of 
confinement,  and  hence  great  caution  must  be  exercised  in  relaxing  in 
their  favour  the  precautions  and  restrictions  applied  to  gunpowder. 
Indeed,  the  prudence  of  relaxing  them  at  all  is  questionable,  as  the 
result  may  be  the  fostering  a  sense  of  security  in  those  who  have  to 
use  these  substances,  whidi,  by  encouraging  negligence  and  forget- 
fnlness  as  to  the  properties  of  the  matenals  dralt  with,  may  be 
productive  of  disastrous  results. 

A  regulation  of  the  quantity  of  an  explosive  stored  in  one  place, 
and  of  the  mode  of  storage,  by  the  nature  of  the  particular  material, 
and  the  circumstances  which  may  tend  to  develop  its  violent  explosion, 
would  involve  a  combination  of  complex  rules  with  an  impracticAlly 
comprehensive  system  of  supervision ;  and  it  is  therefore  obviously 
not  only  wise  but  also  necessary  to  deal  with  the  storage,  upon  an 
extensive  scale,  of  all  explosive  substances  upon  the  broad  ^neral 
basis  of  their  being  susceptible  of  violent  explosion  from  accidental 
causes ;  any  relaxation  in  fiivour  of  the  comparatively  safe  materials 
being  suffered  only  to  apply  to  small  quantities. 

*  In  experiments  recently  conducted  by  the  late  Guncotton  Committee  at 
Eaatboume,  two  separate  tons  of  compressed  guncotton,  in  the  wet  condition  in 
which  it  is  now  stored  by  Qovemment,  were  exposed  to  fierce  fires  in  strong 
magazines,  the  guncotton  being  confined  in  stout  boxes  and  in  wooden  tanks. 
No  explosion  occurred ;  the  guncotton  was  slowly  converted  into  gases  and  vapour. 
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The  Hkfe  froiupoH  of  gunpowder  and  oiher  explodTo  agents 
demands  the  application  not  only  of  many  of  the  pzeoanticmary 
measures  which  iQionld  be  observed  in  their  TnannJaotnre  and  storage, 
but  also  of  certain  others  of  special  character,  to  meet  the  liability  to 
casualties  arising  oat  of  the  ordinary  accidents  of  locomotion,  and  out  of 
the  more  or  less  anavoidable  exposure  of  the  explosive  agents  daring 
transport  to  treatment  and  conditions  involying  risk  of  accident  Thos 
the  submission  of  packages  of  gunpowder  and  many  other  explosive 
substances  to  the  continaed  concussion  unavoidable  in  transit  by  road 
or  rail  necessitates  the  employment  of  strong  and  thoroughly  sound  or 
tight  receptacles,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  fine  particles  or  dust 
from  the  packages  into  the  conveyances,  and  the  possibilities  of  acci- 
dent resulting  therefrom.  Again,  the  transmission  of  both  large  and 
small  quantities  of  explosives  by  land  or  water  must  be  governed  by 
well-defined  rules  regarding  the  extent  and  manner  which  ti^e  transport 
of  such  materials  should  be  kept  distinct  from  that  of  other  goods,  the 
nature  and  construction  of  the  conveyances  specially  devoted  to,  or 
occasionally  selected  for,  their  transport,  and  the  conditions  generally 
under  which  such  transport  shall  be  accomplished. 

The  utter  inadequacy  of  the  existing  regulations  as  to  the  con- 
veyance of  powder,  &c.y  by  land  or  water,  and  the  flagrant  manner  in 
which  even  these  defective  regulations  are  but  too  frequently  dis- 
regarded, are  matters  to  which  public  attention  has  been  much  directed 
since  the  explosion  in  October  last,  and  which  are  but  in  harmony 
with  the  negligence  and  ignorance  displayed  to  so  alarming  an  extent 
in  connection  with  the  handling  and  storage  of  gunpowder.  Thus,  the 
packages  (barrels,  &o.)  in  which  powder  is  transmitted  to  distant 
places  are  often  so  imperfectly  constructed  that  the  grains  escape  into 
the  cart,  or  the  hold  of  a  vessel  in  which  the  powder  is  stowed,  where 
they  may  become  mixed  up  with  grit  and  be  eventually  trampled  upon. 
As  regards  the  vehicles  in  which  the  powder  is  transported,  some 
regulations  exist  with  respect  to  the  employment  of  covered  or  un- 
covered carts  with  reference  to  quantities  of  powder  exceeding  con- 
siderable limits ;  but  there  is  no  law  requiring  carts  or  barges  to  be 
specially  constructed  or  employed  so  as  to  exclude  sources  of  danger 
(such  as  grit,  employment  of  iron  fastenings,  <&c.).  In  the  mining 
districts  and  even  in  towns  powder  is  constanUy  conveyed  in  dangerous 
quantities  in  ordinary  carts,  which  may  have  been  used  for  carrying 
stones,  coal,  or  road  rubbish.  It  may  be  and  frequently  is  conveyed 
in  carts  with  other  goods,  such  even  as  lucifer  matdies  and  petroleum  ; 
there  is  no  regulation  to  prevent  the  person  in  charge  from  amnlHTig 
while  in  his  cart,  or  stopping  at  a  public  house,  leaving  the  powder 
standing  at  the  door,  and  Mi^or  Majendie  reports  that  su<m  occurrences 
are  frequeni 

Public  conveyances  often  carry  packages  of  powder,  without  any 
precautions,  other  than  perhaps  a  caution  to  a  passenger  who  may 
unwittingly  be  exposing  himself  and  companions  to  inmiediate  danger. 
Thus  there  is  a  case  officially  recorded  of  a  man  who,  on  getting  on  to  an 
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omnibtis  at  Wigan,  was  requesied  to  pat  oat  his  pipe,  as  the  passenger 
next  to  him  had  100  lb.  of  powder  in  a  barrel  beside  him.  The  con* 
yejance  of  large  quantities  of  gnnpowder  in  a  number  of  wagons 
passing  dose  t^ether  through  towns  has  been  no  unoommon  occur- 
rence; thus  Major  Majendie  discovered  that  it  was  a  practice  in 
Edinburgh  to  convey  as  much  as  twenty  tons  and  upwards  of  powder 
at  one  time  through  the  streets,  the  public  having  thereby  incurred 
the  greatest  possible  ridD9,  through  smokins  goinff  on  while  the  carts 
have  been  standing  in  crowded  places.  A  similarly  extensive  con- 
veyance of  powder  through  the  most  populous  districts  of  London  for 
truisfer  to  ships  at  wharves  has  often  taken  place ;  and  as  one  of 
many  instances  mentioned  by  the  police  authorities  may  be  quoted 
that  of  a  train  of  fifteen  vehicles  loaded  with  about  twenty  tons  of 
gunpowder  passing  from  Camden  Town  to  BlackwaU  Stairs  (a  densely 
populated  place)  to  be  shipped  oSy  the  whole  of  the  loaded  vans  being 
detained  in  the  street  for  some  time  for  the  arrival  of  the  barge  to 
which  the  consignment  was  to  be  transferred.  Bailway  companies 
as  a  rule  adopt  comparatively  efficient  precautions  with  respect  to  the 
transport  of  powder  and  explosives.  The  former  is  conveyed,  when 
in  sufficient  quantities,  in  vans  specially  constructed,  and  more  or  less 
well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  or,  when  the  quantities  are  comparatively 
small,  in  barrels  separately  packed  in  specially  constructed  metiJ 
cylinders.  With  regud  to  the  conveyance  of  other  explosives  and  of 
small  packages  of  fireworks,  the  regulations  and  charges  adopted  are 
in  most  instances  so  restrictive,  that  they  lead  to  mudi  surreptitious 
carriage  of  such  goods,  whereby  passenger  and  goods  trains  are  often 
exposed  to  great  risk. 

The  carriage  of  powder  and  other  explosives  by  water  should  be 
the  safest  mode  of  conveyance,  if  proper  regulations  could  be  enforced ; 
but  here  again  the  Eegent's  Park  catastrophe  has  afforded  a  terrible 
example  of  the  danger  to  which  the  public  has  been  continually 
exposed,  by  the  profound  oblivion  which  appears  to  have  reigned  in 
the  minds  of  those  engaged  in  the  transport  of  powder  by  water- 
traffic  as  to  the  explosive  nature  of  this  material.  The  arrangemente 
made  by  Government  for  the  transfer  of  gunpowder  by  barges  from 
the  fiftctory  to  the  depdts,  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  precautions  which 
are  regarded  as  indispensably  necessary  by  those  who  have  well 
considered  the  subject.  No  iron  whatever  is  allowed  to  enter  into 
the  construction  of  the  barges ;  the  men  engaged  in  stowing  the  powder 
wear  special  shoes  and  clothing ;  every  particle  of  grit  or  dust  is  most 
scrupulously  removed  before  the  powder  packages  are  introduced,  and 
these  are  very  carefully  and  securely  covered  in.  The  bargemen  are 
strictly  prohibited  from  smoking  and  carrying  lucifer  matdies  either 
about  them  or  in  any  part  of  the  vessel ;  no  fire  is  permitted  on  board 
during  the  loading,  carriage,  and  unloading  of  the  powder,  and  the 
strictest  regulations  exist  with  regard  to  tiie  manner  in  which  the 
journeys  are  to  be  performed.  The  barges  are,  moreover,  provided 
with  valve-arrangemento  by  means  of  wluch  they  may  be  sunk  in  a 
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very  short  space  of  time,  should  danger  of  fire  arise  from  neigh- 
bouring  barges  or  other  sources. 

In  other  vessels  used  occasionally  for  the  transport  of  powder  by 
Gk)7emment  the  foregoing  precautions  are  carried  out  as  far  as 
possible ;  the  vessels  are  not  specjially  constructed,  but,  in  order  to 
exclude  all  iron  fastenings  and  accidental  grit  fi*om  contact  with  the 
powder  barrels,  hides  and  thick  woollen  covers  are  spread  over  the 
bottom  and  sides  of  the  vessel.  Although  the  barges  of  canal  owners 
and  others  are  subjected  to  this  practice  when  carrying  powder  for 
Government,  it  has  not  been  so  with  regard  to  the  freights  of  powder 
carried  for  merchants;  and  regulations  respecting  abstinence  from, 
smoking,  or  exclusion  of  fires  or  matches,  have  been  avowedly  of  the 
most  lax  description,  or  have  even  become  a  dead  letter,  although  the 
existing  law  is  thus  set  at  defianca  The  practice  of  carrying  lucifer 
matches  about  the  person,  and  of  smoking,  has  unquestionably  been 
among  the  most  prolific  sources  of  accidents  connected  with  gun- 
powder, and  it  need  scarcely  be  stated  that  they  are  almost  the  most 
important  dangers  to  be  guarded  against  in  the  transport  of  powder 
in  barges.  During  the  inquest  which  followed  the  great  explosion  at 
Erith  m  1864,  it  transpired  that  lucifer  matches  were  allowed,  as  a 
rule,  on  board  the  barges  and  vessels  carrying  merchants'  gunpowder; 
and  while  one  powder  barge  was  unloading,  another  empty  one  by 
its  side  was  seen  to  have  a  fire  on  board.  The  falling  of  a  match 
from  a  man*s  pocket  while  he  was  engaged,  in  a  stooping  attitude,  in 
moving  the  powder  packages  from  the  barge  to  the  magazine  was 
considered  by  Colonel  Boxer,  after  careful  investigation,  to  have  been 
the  most  probable  cause  of  that  explosion. 

Another  source  of  danger,  which,  viewed  in  conjunction  with  the 
non-exclusion  of  sources  of  fire,  is  of.  a  most  alarming  nature  (and 
which  has  evidently  been  of  common  occurrence),  is  the  carriage  of 
gunpowder  in  barges  as  part  of  a  miscellaneous  cargo.  There  are 
obviously  many  goods  which  may  be  transported  together  with 
powder  without  danger  to  the  latter,  although  the  special  care  which 
gunpowder  should  always  receive  renders  its  isolation  from  other 
goods  desirable  under  all  circumstanpes.  Becent  experience  has, 
however,  demonstrated  that  it  has  not  been  the  custom  to  exercise  any 
discrimination  in  the  stowage  of  packages  of  gunpowder  with  other 
goods,  when  the  former  was  insufficient  in  quantity  to  constitute  a 
barge  load.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  realized  that  the  indifference  with 
which  gunpowder  has  been  treated  by  those  who  undertake  its  trans- 
port by  water  could  have  attained  such  an  extreme  that  powder 
packages  could  be  stored  in  the  hold  of  a  barge  side  by  side  with 
casks  of  petroleum  spirit,  by  persons  whose  experience  must  have 
made  them  cognizant  of  the  liability  to  leakage  of  petroleum  from 
such  casks.  Such  leakage  (occasioned  perhaps  by  rough  handling  in 
placing  it  on  board)  must  inevitably  furnish  in  course  of  time  an 
explosive  atmosphere  by  the  diffusion  of  inflammable  vapour  through 
the  air  confined  in  the  barge-hold  (which  is  dosely  covered  in) ;  tibe 
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extension  of  this  explosive  mixture  to  the  small  opening  which  these 
barges  contain  in  the  bulkhead  separating  the  hold  from  the  small 
cabin,  or  its  penetration  through  crevices  in  the  bulkhead,  is  but  an 
affitir  of  time ;  and  then,  whichever  of  the  several  sources  of  fire  pro- 
vided on  board  the  barge,  i.  e.  the  stove,  lamp,  or  lucifer  matches, 
happens  to  come  within  reach  of  the  quickmatch  which  the  explosive 
atmosphere  constitutes,  completes  the  arrangement  for  inflaming  any 
small  quantity  of  petroleum  which  may  have  leaked  out  on,  or  in 
close  proximity  to,  a  powder  barrel.  But  for  the  fact  that  a  concur- 
rence of  several  conditions  is  essential  to  the  communication  of  fire  to 
gunpowder,  through  the  agency  of  a  leakage  from  a  petroleum  cask  in 
a  confined  space,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  rude  awakening 
which  the  public  recently  received,  to  the  danger  they  were  fre- 
quently exposed  to  in  the  vicinity  of  canals  where  powder  traffic  goes 
on,  must  have  occurred  long  since.  The  simple  flash  produced  by 
the  ignition  of  a  mixture  of  hydro-carbon  vapour  and  air  would  pro- 
bably not  suffice  to  ignite  powder  grains  exposed  to  it ;  but  any  small 
quantity  of  the  liquid  itself  which,  leaking  from  a  cask,  has  furnished 
&e  vapour,  may  be  in  dose  proximity  to  a  few  grains  of  loose  powder, 
or  upon  a  powder  barrel  which  is  not  securely  closed,  or  some  other 
simple  conditions  resulting  in  the  conveyance  of  the  fire  to  the  powder 
may  be  fulfilled,  and  then  explosion  must  ensue. 

The  imperative  necessity  for  better  legislation  in  reference  to  the 
transport  of  powder  has  been  so  convincingly  demonstrated  by  the 
Begent's  Park  disaster,  that  the  long-contemplated  revision  of  the  law 
relating  to  explosive  agents  would,  there  is  little  doubt,  have  been 
hastened  thereby  had  the  serious  attention  of  the  Government  not 
already  been  devoted  to  this  subject.  During  the  first  two  years 
which  succeeded  the  appointment  of  Government  Inspectors  of  Gun- 
powder Factories  and  Magazines,  the  unceasing  labours  of  Major 
Majendie  resulted  in  so  convincing  a  demonstration  of  the  utter 
inadequacy  of  the  existing  laws  relating  to  the  manufacture,  storage, 
transport,  and  use  of  gunpowder,  and  other  explosive  agents, 
to  afford  protection  to  the  public  and  to  those  dealing  with  these 
substances,  that  the  intention  (already  entertained  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  1866)  of  framing  a  bill  to  amend  the  Gunpowder  Act  was 
actively  pursued  by  the  late  Ministry  in  1873.  AlUiough  the  sub- 
mission to  Parliament  of  new  measures  was  delayed  by  the  change  of 
Government,  this  delay  has  been  productive  of  benefit,  inasmuch  as 
the  present  Government  has  secured  most  important  aid  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  comprehensive  bill  which  has  recently  been  submitted 
to  Parliament,  from  the  labours  of  a  Select  Committee,  appointed 
last  session,  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  existing  laws,  and  the 
directions  which  f^esh  legislation  should  take. 

The  rapid  development  which  has  taken  place  in  the  manufacture 
and  use  of  other  valuable  explosive  agents  has  considerably  increased 
the  necessity  for  comprehensive  measures  regulating  these  important 
branches  of  industry.    When  the  introduction  of  nitroglycerine  into 
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this  oonniry,  a  few  years  ago,  was  speedily  followed  by  nnmerona 
deplorable  disasters,  tbe  protection  of  the  pnblic  demanded  the  impo- 
sition for  a  time  of  severe  restrictions  in  dealing  with  an  ezplosive 
agent  of  most  violent  character,  the  nature  of  which  was  still  very  im- 
perfectly nnderstood.  A  measure  was  therefore  made  law  in  1869, 
whereby  the  employment  of  nitroglycerine  itself  and  of  its  pre- 
parations was  placed  entirely  under  itte  control  of  the  Government. 
Although  this  arrangement  involved  great  labour  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  officials,  and  placed  what  now  certainly  appear  to  be 
unduly  severe  restrictions  upon  the  manufSftoture  and  employment 
of  dynamite,  its  necessity  and  beneficial  operation  as  a  temporary 
measure  have  been  fully  admitted  by  those  chiefly  interested  in  the 
progress  of  nitroglycerine  preparations;  and  there  is  no  question 
that  it  importantiy  promoted  the  wholesome  development  of  the 
application  of  dynamite  in  Great  Britain,  where  it  has  during  the 
last  three  years  secured  a  firm  footing  as  a  material  indispensable  to 
mining  industry.  The  existing  laws  relating  to  nitroglycerine 
preparations  can  now  be  modified  with  great  advantage,  and  no  im- 
portant difficulty  should  be  experienced  in  including  in  a  general 
Act  the  measures  necessary  for  developing  and  regulating,  with  proper 
security  to  the  public,  the  production  of  this  and  other  valuable  sub- 
stitutes for  gunpowder,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  hamper  the  powder 
industry  with  undue  restrictions.  Other  long-established  branches 
of  manu£EM)ture  connected  with  explosive  materials,  which  are  quite  as 
dangerous  as  many  of  new  creation,  but  have  enjoyed  comparative  im- 
munity from  restrictions,  will  also  be  brought  under  the  operation  of 
that  efystematic  supervision  which  the  security  of  the  public  demands. 

It  is  obvious  that  to  attempt  to  deal  in  detail  in  one,  or  more  than 
one  Act  of  Parliament  with  the  various  modifications  of  regulations 
specially  applying  to  gunpowder,  which  the  peculiarities  of  other 
explosive  agents,  or  of  branches  of  manufacture  involving  risk  of 
explosions,  necessitate,  would  be  to  overburden  the  law  witi^  an  on* 
wieldy  mass  of  measures  which,  however  circumstantial  in  their  nature, 
would  certainly  £edl  to  embrace  all  conditions  and  contingencies  likely 
to  arise.  Hence  the  wisdom  (which  has  been  so  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  Nitroglycerine  Act)  of  entrusting  the  Government  with  dis- 
cretionary powers,  under  the  operation  of  a  comparatively  simple  but 
sufficiently  comprehensive  Act  of  Parliament,  can  scarcely  admit  of 
question. 

The  beneficial  results  attainable  by  a  systematic  and  thoroughly 
authoritative  supervision,  by  Government  inspectors,  of  factories  and 
stores  of  explosive  agents,  if  conducted  with  intelligence  and  discre- 
tion, have  been  most  convincingly  demonstrated  by  the  great  good 
which  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  inspectors  have  alroady 
succeeded  in  accomplishing,  even  with  the  very  insufficient  powers 
which  the  present  state  of  the  law  affords  them.  The  &vourite  argument 
of  some,  that  Govenmient  inspection  must  operate  mischievously,  by 
diminishing  private  responsibility,  has  certunly  received  no  support 
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from  ihe  results  of  inspecfcion,  so  far  as  the  experiment  has  been  tried. 
It  will  scarcely  be  asserted  that  a  mannfactorer  or  store-holder  who 
may  have  willingly  adopted,  as  suggestions  which  the  inspector  has 
no  power  to  enforce,  measures  conducive  to  the  safety  of  life  and 
property,  would  be  careless  in  the  application  of  those  measures 
because  their  adoption  was  no  longer  optional,  or  because  the  re- 
sponsibility for  their  due  observance  was  to  some  extent  shared  by  the 
inspector.  This  very  system  of  inspection  cannot  fsdl  to  benefit 
those  interested  in  different  branches  of  the  industry  of  explosives  by 
reducing  the  necessity  for  hard  and  fast  rules  with  respect  to  the 
arrangement  and  conduct  of  works,  which  might  in  many  instances 
entail  hardship  or  inconvenience  without  any  real  necessity,  and  by 
strengthening  the  hands'  of  factory  owners,  and  thus  rendering  com- 
paratively easy  the  proper  observance  and  enforcement  of  regulations 
for  the  safety  of  the  men  and  the  works.  It  is,  however,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  storage,  transport,  and  employment  of  gun- 
powder and  other  explosives  in  mining  districts  that  efficient 
inspection,  support^  by  the  reasonable  poweir  which  a  well-con- 
sidered Act  of  Parliament  cannot  fail  to  afford,  may  be  confidently 
expected  to  produce  important  beneficial  results,  not  the  least  of 
which  will  probably  be  the  wholesome  influence  exercised  indirectly, 
by  the  force  of  example,  upon  the  miner  or  pitman,  whose  ignorance 
has  fostered  the  indifference  with  which  long  habit  has  led  him  to 
regard  the  possibility  of  danger. 

But  all^ough  improved  legislation,  and  the  beneficial  regulations 
thus  supplied,  may  be  confidently  hoped  to  effect  an  important  reduo- 
tion  in  &e  number  and  magnitude  of  the  disasters  now  recorded  as 
accidental  explosions,  it  would  obviously  be  worse  than  shortsighted 
to  encourage  a  reliance  upon  legislation  alone  as  a  safeguard  against 
the  evils  which  lead  to  ca&oalties  of  this  kind.  Punishments  inflicted 
for  transgression  of  the  law  may  engender  caution,  but  the  disasters 
which  arise  from  ignorance  are  not  likely  to  be  importantly  reduced 
in  number  by  legi^tive  enactments  alone. 

It  is  to  the  general  promotion  of  education  among  the  people,  and 
to  the  spread  of  scientific  and  technical  knowledge,  if  even  of  the 
most  elementary  kind,  among  employers  and  employed,  that  we  must 
look  for  a  substantial  diminution  of  these  casualties  which  the 
uneducated  mind  is  but  too  prone  to  attribute  to  accident,  and  the 
prevention  of  which  rests,  at  any  rate  to  a  large  extent,  with  those 
who  are  at  present  tacitly  content  to  regard  them  as  inevitable. 

[F.  A.  A.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  March  19, 1875. 

Sir  Fbkdkbiok  Pollock,  Bart.  M.A.  Yice-Fresideiit,  in  the  Chair. 

BioHABD  Ldebbbich,  M.D.  M.RO.S.  M  JLI. 

On  the  Seal  and  Ideal  in  PoHraiiure. 

Gbkek  sculpture,  arriving  at  its  highest  development,  fixed  for  the 
representation  of  the  deities  types  of  ideal  heanty.  Ever  since, 
sculptors  have  divided  themselves  into  such  as  followed  those  laws  of 
heauty  derived  from  the  study  of  the  classic  works  of  art,  and  such  mm 
worked  after  nature,  putting  the  truth  derived  from  it  ahove  the  perfect 
beauty.  In  our  times  certain  subdivisions  have  been  observed,  forming 
various  shades  within  each  of  these  two  schools,  without,  however, 
effecting  a  real  amalgamation  of  the  two  different  tendencies.  Thua^ 
in  the  idealistic  school  some  have  strictly  adhered  to  the  antique ; 
others,  though  making  the  study  of  the  antique  their  starting-point, 
have  yet  in  their  compositions  made  concessions  to  our  modem 
feeUngs.  On  the  other  hand,  among  the  realists,  some,  though  guided 
by  the  direct  observation  of  nature,  have  yet  adhered  to  the  principlcB 
of  antique  sculpture  as  fieff  as  the  choice  and  representation  of  the 
subject  are  concerned,  whilst  others  have  preferred  the  exact  copying 
of  actualities. 

In  painting,  idealists  and  realists  are  certainly  as  &r  apart  as  in 
sculpture.  There  exist,  however,  in  the  different  individualities 
of  the  artists  almost  all  the  transitions  from  one  tendency  to  the 


I  shall  therefore  keep  principally  to  sculpture,  when  trying  to 
analyse  the  question  of  the  real  and  ideal  in  portraiture.  Among 
the  Greeks  the  portrait,  as  representing  the  real,  formed  originally  the 
contrast  to  the  ideal  creations  of  the  types  of  the  deities.  It  was  only 
much  later  that  in  the  portrait  also  the  contrast  showed  itself  dis- 
tinctly between  real  and  ideal ;  and  especially  so  from  the  time  when, 
under  the  successors  of  Alexander  the  Great,  Lysistratus  came  to  the 
realistic  extreme,  and  made  casts  after  nature,  filling  them  with  wax 
and  retouching  them  afterwards. 

In  the  Boman  period  the  realistic  portrait  developed  itself  to  such 
a  perfection  as  still  to  give  to  this  branch  of  art  value  and  significa- 
tion, when  sculpture  in  general  was  rapidly  approaching  degeneration. 
The  contrast  between  the  idealistic  and  realistic  portrait  in  this 
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period  is  principally  based  upon  the  purpose  of  the  representatioii. 
The  custom  of  representing  as  deities  the  emperor  and  his  fiEunily, 
his  friends,  the  higher  functionaries,  and  even  private  persons  of  no 
merit,  led  to  the  imitation  of  the  id^  types  of  the  deities,  with  a 
face  more  or  lees  approaching  this  ideal  type.  To  this  the  purely 
iconic  realistic  bust,  diowing  tibe  individual  in  his  real  aspect,  origin- 
ally formed  a  sharp  contrast,  though  occasionally  a  sort  of  confusion 
was  produced  by  a  realistic  head  being  placed  on  an  idealistic  body. 

Though  no  such  reason  any  longer  exists  in  our  time  for  so  sharp 
a  separation,  yet  the  separation  itself  still  exists.  Upon  what  condi- 
tions, then,  is  it  based  ?  This  we  shall  try  to  show  by  examples,  and 
in  order  to  enable  us  to  do  so,  we  must  above  all  see  these  examples 
in  a  proper  light,  on  the  importance  of  which  I  should  like  to  make  a 
few  observations. 

The  importance  of  the  background  and  light  for  the  impression 
to  be  produced  by.  pictures  is  generally  ackuowledged ;  it  appears 
however  that  the  public  are  not  so  generally  conscious  of  the  fEtct  that 
the  background  is  quite  as  important  for  sculpture,  and  that  for  it 
the  right  light  becomes  a  vital  question.  Otherwise  an  improvement 
in  the  system  of  exhibiting  classic  works  of  art  in  museums  would 
be  insisted  upon;  and  in  private  collections  the  places  assigned  to 
sculptures  would  not  be  allowed  to  depend  upon  accidental  circum- 
stances. Thus  in  the  Louvre  we  see  its  jewel,  the  Venus  of  Milo, 
placed  in  a  bad  light.  In  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  the  highly 
interesting  busts  of  the  Florentine  School  of  the  fifteenth  century  are 
placed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  height  of  their  position,  the  colour 
of  the  background,  and  the  light  falUng  upon  them,  render  it  all  but 
impossible  to  examine  them,  whilst  very  trivial  objects  have  received 
the  best  position  and  light  In  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  the 
busts  are  set  on  shelves  9  feet  from  the  floor  and  in  front  of  the 
windows ;  so  that  they  can  only  be  seen  from  below,  while  they  are 
lighted  from  the  front  and  from  below.  Among  the  faulty  arrange- 
ments for  exhibiting  sculpture  we  must  mention  also  that  of  the 
Boyal  Academy.  It  will  certainly  be  improved,  as  soon  as  the  public 
begin  to  take  an  interest  in  this  matter  and  to  understand  it.  For 
this  purpose  it  is  only  necessary  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
well-arranged  exhibition.  I  convinced  myself  of  the  simple  means 
by  which  such  an  arrangement  may  be  effected,  when  visiting  the 
exhibition  in  Milan  in  September  last.  We  have  attempted  to  give 
you  an  idea  of  the  Italian  arrangement,  of  which  you  wiU  find  an 
imitation  in  the  Library.  Severtd  distinguished  artists  have  kindly 
sent  in  some  of  their  works  for  this  purpose,  and  it  will  surely  afford 
you  a  truly  artistic  enjoyment  to  see  them  after  the  lecture.  There 
you  will  receive  the  general  impression  of  sculpture  exhibited  in 
the  right  light :  here  we  shall  analyse  the  details  of  this  effect,  and 
that  with  reference  to  the  face  chiefly. 

The  absolute  dependence  of  sculpture  on  the  light  that  falls  upon 
it  might  be  considered  a  defect  in  the  art^  and  confinn  the  not 
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infrequent  aasertion  that  scnlptore  is  altogether  unfit  for  portnutme. 
In  Older  to  be  perfectly  jnst  let  ns  enter  into  the  argument  at  once. 
The  painter,  the  dranghtsman,  the  photographer,  if  abont  to  make 
a  portrait,  carefully  select  the  right  light,  being  convinced  that  to  a 
great  extent  the  success  of  the  portrait  depends  upon  this.  As  soon 
as  they  have  fixed  upon  the  effect  of  light  which  they  wish  to  produce 
in  their  picture,  this  effect  will  remain  substantially  the  same  und^ 
all  circumstances,  although  the  general  impression  of  an  oil  painting 
may  be  slightly  modified  according  to  the  light  which  Mis  on  it  and 
according  to  its  surroundings.  The  sculptor,  on  the  contrary,  shapes 
a  body  which  may  be  exposed  to  all  the  various  effects  of  light  to 
which  the  original  might  be  exposed,  and  amongst  others  to  all  those 
tmder  which  the  painter  would  declare  it  impossible  to  paint  the 
original.  What  painter,  for  instance,  would  consent  to  paint  a  portrait 
wi&  the  light  coming  from  the  front  and  from  below  ?  The  eflfocts 
of  light  and  shade  cluiracteristio  for  the  human  face  disappear  com- 
pletely under  such  circumstances.  Let  anyone  cover  a  human  free 
with  white  paint  and  throw  a  light  upon  it  from  the  front  and  from 
below ;  then  it  will  be  found  that  the  features  disappear  completely ; 
yet  marble  busts  are  frequently  exposed  to  this  kind  of  light. 

The  reason  why  the  human  face  appears  to  advantager  only  when 
light  is  thrown  upon  it  more  or  less  from  above,  and  why  its  likeness 
can  be  correct  only  under  such  a  light,  is  one  very  deeply  rooted. 
The  nature  of  man,  his  erect  bearing,  &e  direction  of  his  look,  every- 
thing that  in  his  appearance  distinguishes  him  from  the  aninud  bent 
to  the  earth,  necessitates  that  conformation  of  the  forehead,  the  nose, 
the  mouth,  &c.,  which  is  characteristic  of  the  human  face,  and 
which  was  required  by  reason  of  the  sunlight  coming  to  him  chiefly 
from  above.  And  therefore,  also,  it  is  only  the  light  coming  more  or 
less  from  above  that  shows  the  forms  of  his  features  in  a  charaeteristie 
way.  Thus,  it  is  no  exorbitant  demand  that  sculpture  ought  to  be 
seen  in  the  same  light  in  which  the  original  appears  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  which  every  painter  is  free  to  choose  for  himself  and  fix 
in  his  picture. 

In  the  plastic  reproduction  of  the  body,  the  coarser  and  more 
general  forms  may  be  seen  with  tolerable  distinctness  even  when  a 
false  light  falls  upon  them,  as  the  stereoscopic  view  aids  the  spectator. 
In  the  case  of  the  more  subtle  features  of  the  face,  however,  the 
stereoscopic  impression  plays  but  a  subordinate  part,  on  account  of 
the  slight  difference  of  depth  of  the  characteristic  features.  The  true 
impression  of  the  face  in  a  bust  therefore  depends  almoet  exclusively 
upon  the  play  of  light  and  shade  which  gives  to  the  one-coloured 
material  die  intended  aspect.  And  this  light  and  shade  will  be 
judiciously  disposed  only  if  the  portrait  is  looked  at  as  nearly  as 
possible  from  the  direction  and  in  the  light  in  which  the  artiBt 
intended  it  to  be  seen. 

A  closer  examination  of  the  technical  details  will  convince  us  that 
this  does  not  only  apply  to  works  of  sculpture  which  specially  aim  at 
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a  pictnresqTie  effect,  but  also  to  those  which  keep  strictly  to  the  fonn. 
The  more  elaborate  the  modelling,  the  more  expressive  the  features, 
the  richer  the  detail  in  the  bust,  the  more  it  has  to  gain  by  a  correct 
light  and  to  lose  by  a  false  one.  That  is  the  reason  why,  in  exhibi- 
tions arranged  wiUiout  due  consideration  to  light,  we  find  that 
levelling  influence  which  places  in  the  same  range  the  best  and  the 
worst,  and  thus  gives  the  finishing  stroke  to  that  infinitely  wearisome 
impression  produced  by  the  pale  marble  heads  placed  one  near  the 
other  on  a  sheli^  which  the  spectator  passes  as  quickly  as  possible 
in  order  to  get  to  the  more  attractive  picture  g&Uery  of  the  Boyal 
Academy. 

Let  us  now  compare,  with  correct  and  with  false  light  succes- 
sively, one  realistic  and  one  so-called  idealistic  bust. 

We  will  so  turn  these  busts  round  a  v^tical  axis,  that  by  degrees 
everyone,  in  the  various  parts  of  the  theatre,  may  obtain  a  fair  front 
view  of  them.  I  wish  we  were  able  to  turn  the  revolving  table  round 
a  horiisontal  axis  as  well,  in  order  to  avoid  the  foreshortening,  which 
must  be  inconvenient  to  those  sitting  in  the  higher  rows  of  the 
theatre.  This,  however,  would  have  required  too  complicated  an 
apparatus. 

The  idealistic  bust  is  the  portrait  of  a  great  poet :  the  realistic 
that  of  a  natural  philosopher.  I  dare  say  that  at  first  sight  the 
greater  part  of  the  audience,  especiaHy  those  sitting  at  a  distance, 
will  prefer  the  idealistic  bust.  We  shall  see  at  once  whether  this 
feeling  will  hold  good,  wh^i  we  compare  the  two  busts  with  reference, 
fin^y  to  technical  execution;  aecondlyy  to  anatomical  correctness 
and  truth  to  nature ;  thirdly,  to  likeness ;  and,  fourthly,  to  life-like 
expression  and  intelligent  conception  of  the  individuality. 

To  begin  with  the  technical  execution.  On  superficial  inspection, 
the  smooth  and  sofk  surface  of  the  idealistic  bust  may  speciously  charm 
the  eye ;  a  somewhat  closer  examination,  however,  will  show  that  a 
vagueness  of  outline  and  want  of  detail  are  concealed  behind  this 
easily  attainable  external  finish,  and  that  this  particular  idealistic 
bust  at  least  is  greatly  inferior  to  this  realistic  ona  In  a  still 
higher  degree  this  is  the  case,  when  truth  to  nature  and  anatomical 
correctness  are  considered.  If  we  hold  this  skull  close  to  the  real- 
istic bust,  to  whatever  part  of  it  we  may  direct  our  attention,  we  shall 
always  be  able  to  discern  the  same  correct  proportions  in  the  corre- 
sponding part  of  the  bust ;  and,  so  to  speak,  to  trace  the  bone  in  it 
1^  the  other  bust,  on  the  contrary,  any^ng  as  well  as  a  skull  might 
be  hidden  below  the  conventionally-shaped  surface;  and  in  those 
places  where  the  shape  of  the  bone  is  but  little  covered  by  fleshy 
parts,  as,  for  instance,  at  the  forehead,  the  temples,  the  nose,  and  the 
nnder  jaw-bone,  it  is  eacfy  to  prove  the  anatomical  impossibilities. 
The  third  point,  that  of  likeness,  might  appear  to  be  entirely  implied, 
since  anatomical  anomalies  necessarily  include  unlikeness.  This, 
however,  is  only  partially  true,  for  a  certain  likeness  of  the  whole 
physiognomy  is  not  incompatible  with  dissimilarities  in  some  of  the 
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featnreg,  as  is  proyed  by  caricature.  Two  portiaits  in  oil,  by  Pbillipa, 
one  of  which  (the  original)  is  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Lovelace, 
and  a  copy  of  it  in  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  and  the  other  in 
possession  of  Mr.  Murray,  as  well  as  more  than  twenty  different 
engraTings,  which  are  to  be  seen  in  the  British  Mnsenm,  and  which 
represent  Lord  Byron  at  different  periods  of  his  life,  firoon  boyhood 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  provide  us  with  a  snfficiendy  exact  idea  of 
his  persoual  appearance  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  likeness  of  this 
bust.  If  I  deny  this  likeness,  you  may,  perhaps,  feel  inclined  to 
reply :  '^  But  we  recognized  it  at  once."  Allow  me,  however,  merely 
to  cover  with  two  fingers  the  well-known  curl  over  the  forehead,  and 
then  to  ask  you  whether  you  would  still  recognize  the  original.  What 
remains  uncovered,  although  it  is  the  entire  face,  might  as  well  belong 
to  any  other  person — or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  it  could  belong 
neither  to  Byron,  nor  to  any  other  specimen  of  the  human  race. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  cover  any  portion  of  Dr.  Bay's  face,  the 
uncovered  part  will  characterize  the  individuality  of  that  learned 
man,  as  well  as  his  own  fsMse  would  have  done  if  partly  covered  in  the 
same  way.  And  we  can  easily  prove  the  fidelity  of  the  likeness  by 
comparing  the  bust  with  the  different  engravings  of  Dr.  Bay,  one  of 
which,  in  the  British  Museum,  made  about  the  same  time  as  the  bust, 
resembles  it  most. 

But  the  most  striking  difference  between  the  two  busts  is  shown 
when  they  are  compared  as  to  lifelike  expression,  and  the  intelligent 
conception  of  individuality. 

How  shall  we  imagine  a  spark  of  that  wild  poetical  genius  flashing 
out  of  these  fiat  button  hole-shaped  eyes  without  pupils?  How  can 
we  imagine  the  sarcastic  smile  of  the  merciless  satirist  playing  round 
these  stiff  conventionally-shaped  lips  ? 

How  different  is  the  bust  of  Dr.  Bay  1  Full  of  life  and  truth,  it 
shows  the  grave,  earnest  look  of  the  keen  observer  of  nature,  the  deep 
lined  features  of  the  unwearied  toiler,  who  published  most  important 
books  in  such  widely  different  subjects  as  botany,  zoology,  philology, 
and  theology.  It  is  true  that  we  can  only  fully  appreciate  the  ex- 
pressiveness of  these  features  when  we  look  at  them  in  the  right  light; 
for  if  we  change  the  light,  so  that  it  comes  from  the  front  and  from 
below,  the  whole  expression  vanishes,  or,  at  least,  is  entirely  changed  ; 
and  while,  under  such  a  light,  the  idealistic  bust  becomes  almost  like 
a  piece  of  white  paper,  the  realistic  bust,  you  will  observe,  having 
much  more  to  lose,  appears  to  still  sreater  disadvantage. 

After  what  I  have  said,  it  might  appear  as  if  I  wished  to  speak 
against  idealism  in  portraiture  altogether.  I  wish  to  guard  against 
being  thus  misunderstood,  and  therefore  state  expressly  that  it  is  to 
one  special  tendency,  falsely  called  idealistic,  and  of  which  this  bust 
is  a  specimen,  that  my  objections  are  directed  ;  for  I  consider  the  true 
idealism  in  portraiture  consists  in  something  widely  different  from 
the  erroneous  imitation  of  mere  externals  of  ideal  classical  works. 
We  will  now  show  the  busts  in  light  coming  from  below,  and  for 
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those  who  are  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  able  to  distinguish  the 
details  of  the  features,  we  will  show  two  photographs  of  each  bust, 
the  one  taken  in  light  coming  from  above,  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees, 
the  other  taken  in  light  coming  from  below  at  the  same  angle. 

If  I  look  at  these  busts  in  this  bad  light  (and  to  such  light 
busts  are  only  too  frequently  exposed)  I  no  longer  wonder  at  the 
remarks  one  occasionally  hears  in  conversation,  such  as,  ''Did  you 
ever  see  any  likeness  in  a  portrait  bust  ? "  or,  "  I  am  very  fond  of 
painting,  but  I  cannot  see  anything  in  sculpture."  Such  remarks 
express  the  feelings  of  a  great  pai*t  of  the  public  with  reference  to 
sculpture. 

After  what  we  have  seen,  the  idealistic,  stylistic,  classic  artist,  or 
whatever  you  choose  to  call  him,  will  have  the  advantage  over  the 
realistic  artist  when  their  respective  works  are  seen  in  the  same  bad 
light,  and  he  might  feel  himself  confirmed  in  his  tendency  if  be' 
reckons  that  his  busts  will  never  have  the  chance  of  being  seen  in  a 
better  light  On  the  other  hand,  the  realist  must  take  care  not  to  bo 
misled  in  the  opposite  direction,  by  the  conviction  that  the  merits  of 
his  tendency  can  only  be  appreciated  in  a  perfectly  correct  light ;  for 
confiding  in  the  sharpness  of  that  light,  he  might  be  induced  to 
render  details  which  are  not  characteristic  and  essential,  but  merely 
accidental. 

Now  the  question  arises.  What  should  be  called  accidental  and 
what  should  be  called  essential  in  a  face?  Each  artist  will  give  a 
different  answer  to  this,  and  the  view  he  takes  will  be  characteristic 
of  his  whole  tendency,  and,  in  any  given  case,  will  determine  the 
nature  of  his  work.  This  might  seem  to  imply  that  nothing  generally 
applicable  could  be  said  on  the  subject.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
case,  for  up  to  a  certain  point  it  is  possible  to  determine  what  must 
be  considered  essential,  and  not  only  the  artist  but  even  the  public 
may  derive  some  advantage  from  such  an  analysis. 

Let  us  start  from'  an  anatomical  point  of  view,  and  begin  with 
the  bone.  Concerning  the  skull,  the  question  may  be  easily  and 
absolutely  answered  t£us :  Nothing  in  £he  skull  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered accidental  and  of  secondary  importance.  The  general  propor- 
tions, as  well  as  each  detail  of  the  shape,  must  be  respected  as 
characteristic  of  the  individual,  and  scrupulously  adhered  to  without 
any  arbitrary  modification.  There  is  no  occasion  for  supporting  this 
principle  by  any  phrenological  or  physiognomical  consideration ;  the 
undeniable  fact  being  that,  in  a  portrait  most  excellently  finished 
in  every  other  respect,  the  slightest  arbitrary  modifications  of  the 
skull  will  never  fful  to  produce  a  defect  in  likeness.  All  painters 
of  good  portraits,  whatever  may  be  the  manner  they  adhere  to, 
whether  they  have  an  idealistic  or  reaUstic  tendency,  will  be  found 
to  submit  strictly  to  this  law. 

Not  so  the  sculptors,  at  least  not  those  belonging  to  a  certain  school. 
Perhaps  the  forehead  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter,  the  neck  of  the  Apollo 
Belvidere,  the  thorax  of  the  torso  of  Hercules,  are  before  their  mind's 
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eye,  when,  having  to  make  the  portrait  of  a  roortcJ,  they  indulge  in 
modifications  which  classical  antiquity  was  never  guilty  of  in  the 
portrait.  The  consequence  of  this  is  not  merely  that  the  likeness  of 
the  portrait  is  lost,  but,  moreover,  a  production  results  which  the 
natural  philosopher  on  close  examination  must  declare  not  to  belong 
to  the  human  species  in  its  present  state  of  development.  The 
custom  of  honouring  civic  virtues,  liberality,  activity  for  the  pnblic 
good,  &c.,  by  transmitting  the  memory  of  those  who  had  such  merits 
to  posterity  by  means  of  portraits  and  busts,  affords  us  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  comparison  between  the  portraits  of  the  same  person  made 
by  sculptors  and  painters.  We  may  thereby  easily  convince  ourselves 
of  the  falsification  of  individuality — I  can  use  no  milder  expression — 
into  which  sculptors  of  the  so-called  classical  or  idealistic  school  in 
portraiture  have  an  irresistible  tendency  to  fall. 

In  order  to  settle  the  question  which  of  the  two  was  right,  the 
painter  or  the  sculptor,  in  making  two  entirely  different  portraits 
of  the  same  person,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  know  the  original, 
where  the  features  and  especially  the  formation  of  the  cranium  and 
the  proportions  of  the  facial  bones  in  the  bust  contain  anatomical 
impossibilities.  Let  no  one  imagine  that  it  would  be  easy  or  even 
possible  to  alter  the  shape  of  the  human  skull  and  yet  to  remain 
within  the  limits  of  physiological  truth. 

It  is  a  more  difficult  and  complicated  task  to  answer  "  what  is 
essential  and  what  is  accidental "  with  reference  to  the  skin.  Whilst 
one  school  of  painters  renders  only  a  general  impression  of  oolonr 
corresponding  to  the  complexion  of  the  individual,  the  realists  copy 
carefully  all  the  minute  irregularities  of  the  skin.  Among  the 
sculptors  the  same  contrasts  are  met  with.  Some  imitate  every 
small  detail  in  the  skin,-  whilst  others  do  as  little  justice  to  its 
natural  peculiarities  as  to  any  other  anatomical  element.  Thus  they 
work  the  surface  of  the  marble  as  smoothly  as  possible,  giving,  it  is 
true,  by  skilful  manipulation,  a  very  soft  and  smooth  appearance  to 
the  stone,  but  nothing  which  reminds  us  of  fiesh  and  blood.  The 
hair,  the  flesh,  the  drapery,  and  the  pedestal,  all  appear  to  be  of  the 
same  substance,  and  remind  us  only  of  the  material  of  which  the 
artist  forms  them,  and  not  of  those  substances  which  he  intends  to 
represent.  The  neglect  of  anatomical  details  might  be  traced  to  the 
fact,  erroneously  applied  to  portraiture,  that  the  Greeks  in  their  ideal 
compositions  did  not  mark  the  muscles  and  veins.  In  the  Greek  as 
well  as  in  the  Roman  portraits,  however,  we  find  the  character  of  the 
skin  carefully  expressed;  and  all  characteristic  lines  which  are  the 
lasting  effect  of  certain  motions  of  the  facial  muscles  recurring 
frequently  in  the  habits  of  the  individual  are  thus  carefully  rendered. 
In  order  to  get  thoroughly  acquainted  with  these  lines  and  folds,  we 
must  study  the  muscular  actions  by  which  they  are  produced.  Let 
US  begin  with  the  forehead. 

The  muscles'of  the  forehead  are  very  thinly  and  flatly  spread  o«it 
in  a  state  of  repose,  therefore  they  alter  but  slightly,  through  their 
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Bubstance,  the  shape  of  the  forehead  as  determined  by  the  bone. 
They  are,  however,  of  the  greatest  importance  in  Yarions  mimic 
motions  of  the  face,  inasmuch  as  they  prodnce  the  folds  in  the  skin 
of  the  forehead,  and  also  the  position  and  alteration  of  shape  of  the 
eyebrows.  The  broadest  of  these  muscles,  the  frontalis,  by  means 
of  its  chief  substance  lifts  the  eyebrows  straight  up,  and  thereby 
forms  on  the  forehead  parallel  folds  which,  with  slight  undulations, 
run  horizontally  over  the  whole  forehead,  bending  down  to  the 
temples  on  both  sides  in  curved  lines.  According  to  the  thickness 
of  the  skin,  and  especially  according  to  the  degree  of  thickness  of 
the  layer  of  fat  underlying  the  skin,  these  folds  are  more  or  less 
numerous,  and  broader  or  narrower ;  and  they  are  most  numerous  in 
lean  old  men  with  thin  skin.  In  the  treatises  on  mimics  and  phy- 
siognomy, and  on  anatomy  of  expression,  these  horizontal  folds  of  the 
frontal  skin,  and  the  uplifting  of  the  eyebrows,  are  usually  spoken  of 
as  giving  to  the  isaGe  the  expression  of  attentiveness,  of  astonishment, 
and  of  cheerfulness.  It  is  a  new  proof  how  irrational  it  is  to  charac- 
terize such  motions  of  the  muscles  taken  isolatedly,  because,  accord- 
ing to  their  combination  with  other  movements  of  other  parts  of  the 
face,  just  the  contrary  physiognomic  expression  may  be  produced. 

Thus  the  horizontal  folds  and  the  lifted-up  eyebrows  are  certainly 
expressive  of  attentiveness  and  astonishment,  if  the  eyes  are  widely 
open ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  upper  lids  are  only  imperfectly  lifted,  those 
actions  of  the  frontal  muscles  produce  the  expression  of  fatigue  and 
drowsiness.  Even  without  the  real  existence  of  drowsiness  or  fatigue, 
this  expression  will  be  found  in  all  cases  in  which  the  muscle  which 
lifts  the  upper  eyelid  has  become  weak,  or,  what  comes  to  the  same 
thing,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  lengthening  of  the  skin  of  the 
eyelid  the  task  of  lifting  the  eyelid  has  become  too  heavy  for  the 
strength  of  the  muscle  whose  function  it  is  to  lift  it.  The  material 
effect  of  such  conditions  is  much  stronger  than  that  of  the  mimic 
motions,  which,  even  if  they  have  become  a  habit,  nevertheless  do  not 
act  mechanically  in  such  a  decisive  manner  as  those  constant  contrac- 
tions which  are  required  to  assist  the  insufficient  muscle  of  the  eyelid. 

As  an  instance,  I  show  vou  here  the  cast  of  a  marble  bust  from 
the  fifteenth  century,  which  is  in  the  Museo-Nationale  at  Florence. 
It  is  done  by  Benedetto  di  Majano,  and  is  worked  in  the  manner 
characteristic  of  the  Florentine  school  of  that  period.  Tou  see 
that  the  horizontal  folds  on  the  forehead,  which  are  very  strongly 
expressed,  and  strictly  copied  from  nature,  do  not  at  all  produce  the 
expression  of  astonishment,  attention,  or  cheerfulness.  They  evi- 
dently do  not  indicate  any  transient  expression  such  as  springs  up 
suddenly,  and  dies  away  as  quickly,  and  which,  for  that  very  reason, 
would  be  unfit  for  a  portrait ;  but  they  do  indicate  such  an  habitual 
expression  as  was  characteristic  of  the  appearance  of  the  individuaL 
Measurements  will  prove  this  very  easily.  The  eyebrows  (you  will 
observe)  are,  at  their  extremities,  lifted  up  a  quarter  of  an  inch  above 
their  original  length.     Though  the  skin  is  conBidci*ably  stretched 
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between  the  eyebrows  and  the  margin  of  the  npper  lids,  yet  above 
the  cartilage  of  the  lid  a  broad  fold  has  been  formed,  and  as,  at  the 
same  time,  the  slit  of  the  lids  is  only  very  moderately  opened,  it 
shows  clearly  that  the  skin  of  the  upper  lid  mnst  be  so  considerably 
lengthened,  that  without  the  effort  of  the  mnscle  of  the  forehead,  and 
the  lifting  of  the  eyebrows,  it  would  necessarily  overhang  the  lid. 
Thus,  the  opening  of  the  eye  would  overtask  the  strength  of  the 
muscle  to  which  this  function  pertains.  Imagine  to  yourselves  this 
bust  with  smooth  forehead,  and  the  likeness  would  at  once  disappear. 
Therefore  it  is  that  such  folds  of  the  skin  must  not  be  considered  as 
accidental,  but  as  essential. 

It  is  the  same  with  the  vertical  folds  of  the  forehead.  They  are 
produced  by  the  contraction  of  two  muscles  proceeding  from  the  centre 
of  the  lower  margin  of  the  forehead,  and  taking  a  horizontal  direction 
towards  the  eyebrows.  They  draw  together  the  two  eyebrows,  and 
thus  form  in  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  just  above  the  upper  part  of 
the  nose,  one  or  more  vertical  folds ;  and  if  the  contraction  is  very 
energetic,  a  series  of  short  vertical  folds  may  be  seen  also  above  the 
inner  half  of  the  eyebrows.  The  mimic  expression  of  seriousness,  of 
effort,  of  deep  meditation,  of  passionate  anger,  is  transiently  thus  pro- 
duced. Any  lasting  or  habitual  contraction  of  these  muscles,  caused 
by  any  reason  whatever,  leaves  stationary  vertical  lines  and  folds  on 
the  forehead,  as  you  see  in  this  portrait  of  the  Bishop  of  Fiesole,  made 
by  Mino  da  Fiesole,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  Church  of  Fiesole ; 
and  also  on  this  portrait  of  an  unknown  of  about  the  same  period. 
Only  very  rarely  we  find  on  the  forehead,  as  a  lasting  feature,  that 
form  of  folds  produced  by  the  simultaneous  straining  of  all  the  muscles 
of  the  forehead,  which  gives  an  expression  of  the  deepest  pain.  There 
the  eyebrows  are  drawn  together  with  their  inner  extremities,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  drawn  much  upwards,  as  is  so  beautifully  expressed 
in  the  Laocoon.  But,  for  the  portrait,  this  folding  of  the  skin  of  the 
forehead,  and  this  position  of  the  eyebrows,  need  scarcely  be  taken 
into  consideration,  because  they  do  not  form  any  lasting  physiogno- 
mical characteristic. 

A  lasting  fold  is  formed  by  the  skin,  to  a  degree  increasing  with 
age,  at  the  two  sides  of  the  mouth,  descendiog  from  both  sides  of  the 
nose.  On  the  cheeks  and  under  the  chin  regular  folds,  such  as  appear 
in  the  bust  by  Benedetto  di  Majano,  are  only,  seen  in  later  age,  and 
even  then  but  rarely  so  strongly  marked  as  in  the  before-mentioned 
bust.  On  the  contrary,  numerous  minute  folds  will  show  themselves 
much  earlier  in  life  in  those  places  of  the  facial  skin  where  it  is  thin- 
nest, that  is  to  say,  above  the  upper  and  under  the  lower  eyelid  up  to 
the  margin  of  the  socket  of  the  eye.  Here  the  slightest  modifications 
in  the  quantity  of  fat  below  the  skin  manifest  themselves  so  distinctly 
that  alterations  may  be  observed  even  at  different  times  of  the  day, 
and  may  be  very  quickly  produced  by  any  little  change  of  the  general 
state  of  health.  This  kind  of  formation  of  folds  in  that  part  of  the 
skin  exercises  great  influence  on  the  expression  of  the  face. 
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The  blood-vessels  of  the  face  are  of  importance  for  the  painter  in 
so  far  as  the  colonr  of  the  skin  in  the  different  parts  of  the  face  depends 
upon  them.  For  the  scnlptor,  only  certain  large  veins  are  of  import- 
ance, which,  especially  with  men  in  later  life,  come  out  so  strongly  on 
the  forehead,  the  temples,  and  the  neck,  that  they  stand  out  from  the 
surface  of  the  skin,  and  have  a  characteristic  influence  on  the  coun- 
tenance. In  the  body,  and  chiefly  in  the  extremities,  the  muscles  are 
visible,  even  if  not  contracted.  In  the  face  they  do  not  come  out  sepa- 
rately, firstly,  because  they  are  so  thin,  and  secondly,  because  they  are 
so  much  covered  by  a  relatively  thick  layer  of  fat  and  by  the  skin, 
that  only  their  effect  on  the  form  and  movement  of  the  covering  parts 
can  be  noticed.  Let  us  imagine  those  covering  parts  removed,  and  glance 
briefly  on  those  muscles  the  exact  study  of  which  is  of  such  great 
importance  for  the  artist  who  has  to  represent  the  human  face.  The 
muscles  of  the  forehead  we  were  obliged  to  describe  in  order  to  explain 
their  effect  on  the  formation  of  folds  in  the  skin  of  the  forehead.  On 
the  nose,  besides  those  fasgicles  of  frontal  muscles  which  go  down  to 
its  upper  part,  we  find  two  muscles :  first,  one  originating  from  the 
nasal  bone  and  descending  on  both  sides  towards  the  nostrils,  which, 
by  contraction,  opens  the  nostrils,  as  in  the  process  of  inspiration ; 
secondly,  one  arising  from  the  upper  jaw,  and  descending  partly  to 
the  nostrils  and  partly  to  the  upper  Hp.  This  muscle  lifte  simul- 
taneously the  nostrils  and  the  upper  Hp.  Its  opponent  is  a  small 
muscle  arising  from  the  upper  jaw  above  the  front  teeth.  It  is  inserted 
into  the  lateral  cartilage  of  the  nostril  and  pulls  it  down.  The  con- 
traction of  these  muscles,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  which  lift  tho 
nostrils  and  upper  lip,  usually  produces  only  a  very  small  but  almost 
continual  motion,  viz.  that  which  accompanies  respiration,  and  which 
only  under  the  influence  of  passion  will  be  found  to  increase.  This 
movement,  however,  though  slightly  apparent,  is  very  important  for 
the  expression,  inasmuch  as  it  keeps  the  nostrils  in  that  position  which 
is  characteristic  of  life.  With  the  last  breath,  and  with  the  consequent 
relaxation  of  muscles,  the  nostrils  collapse,  and  this  greatly  contributes 
to  produce  the  expression  of  death. 

The  common  elevator  of  the  nostrils  and  upper  lip,  if  contracted 
very  strongly,  producer  the  expression  of  suffering  or  of  disgust ;  if 
only  slightly  contracted,  it  combines  with  the  other  muscles  of  the 
cheek  in  their  action  upon  the  lips. 

The  movements  and  alterations  of  form  in  the  lips,  so  very  im- 
portant for  the  expression,  are  produced  through  the  alterations  of 
tension  in  a  circular-shaped  muscle,  which  constitutes  the  principal 
substance  of  the  lips.  It  is  called  the  othicularia  oria^  and  the  muscles 
coming  from  the  upper  and  lower  maxillary  bone,  and  directing  them- 
selves towards  its  margin,  aot  upon  it  in  the  most  various  combinations. 
These  muscles  are — 

1.  The  elevator  of  the  ixostrils  and  of  tho  upper  lip. 

2.  The  proper  elevator  of  the  lip. 

3.  The  elevator  of  the  comer  of  the  mouth. 
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These  three  arise  from  the  apper  jaw  near  the  orhit,  and  then 
joining  themselyes  to  the  apper  lip  and  the  angles  of  the  month,  lift 
these  parts  hy  their  contraction. 

4.  The  zygomaticus  arises  from  a  process  of  the  cheek-bone 
which  joins  tiie  temporal  bone,  and  is  inserted  into  the  angle  of  the 
month.  The  angle  of  the  month  is  drawn  down  by  the  depressor 
angtdi  orisy  arising  from  the  base  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  is  inserted 
into  the  angle  of  the  month.  The  lip  itself  is  drawn  down  by  the 
quadrctius  menii,  whilst  the  levaior  menti  alone  accomplishes  the  task  of 
lifting  the  chin,  and,  in  common  with  the  last-mentioned  muscle, 
enables  one  to  pent  the  nnder  lip.  By  strong  contraction  of  these 
muscles,  all  the  motions  of  the  face  are  produced  which  are  required 
for  the  expression  of  the  most  various  passions  and  emotions.  The 
consideration  of  these  passions  and  emotions  lies  outside  our  subject, 
because  any  passionate  expression  must  be  unfit  for  representation  in 
a  portrait,  since  from  its  very  nature  it  cannot  be  lasting.  The  small 
vacillations,  however,  in  the  tension  of  the  above-mentioned  muscles, 
are  of  the  greatest  influence  on  the  portrait,  because  they  produce 
those  minute  modifications  of  form  in  the  lips  and  cheeks  which, 
combined  with  the  analogous  effect  around  the  eyes,  are  the  principal 
contributors  to  the  expression  of  the  human  face.  Their  correct 
choice,  on  the  painter's  part,  and  the  true  rendering  of  them,  are 
identical  with  the  right  understanding  of  the  individuality,  and  make 
the  painter  as  well  as  the  sculptor  avoid  the  danger  of  giving  to  the 
face  rigidity,  lifelessness,  and  want  of  expression,  instead  of  the  repose 
that  becomes  a  portrait.  . 

The  conditions  acting  on  the  mouth  and  on  the  eyes  are  much 
more  similar  than  one  might  suppose  to  be  the  case.  To  begin  with, 
we  must  be  clear  that  what  is  commonly  called  the  expression  of  the 
eyes  depends  only  in  a  very  slight  degree  on  the  eye  itself,  that  is,  on 
the  eyeball,  and  in  the  whole  remaining  degree  on  the  conditions 
of  the  surrounding  parts.  The  movements  and  alterations  of  form  of 
the  eyelids  are  produced  in  quite  an  analogous  manner  to  those  of  the 
lips,  viz.  through  the  contraction  of  a  circular-shaped  muscle,  the 
orbicularis  palpebrarum^  and  of  its  two  opponents,  viz.  1,  a  particular 
elevator-muscle  of  the  upper  lid ;  and  2,  the  different  muscles  which 
displace  the  frontal  skin  and  the  eyebrows,  and  which  we  described 
when  speaking  of  the  forehead. 

In  the  same  manner  as  the  drcular-formed  muscle  of  the  mouth, 
that  of  the  lids  is  apt  to  contract  itself  either  as  a  whole,  or  only  in 
its  single  parts,  or  to  contract  one  part  more  than  the  other,  according 
as  it  has  to  prevail  more  or  less  over  its  opponents.  The  mechanical 
effect  which  is  thus  obtained  on  the  position  of  the  margin  of  the 
lids,  and  on  the  shax>e  of  the  whole  slit  of  the  lids,  is  certainly 
neither  as  extensive  nor  as  manifold  as  the  analogous  effect  of  the 
much  more  complicated  apparatus  of  the  muscles  of  the  cheeks  and 
lips  on  the  form  of  the  mouth.  However,  the  influence  upon  the 
expression  is  by  far  greater  with  the  eye,  inasmuch  as  the  minotest 
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alteration  in  the  margins  of  the  lids  would  have  very  considerable 
effect  upon  the  aspect  of  the  eyeball. 

In  order  to  account  for  this,  let  us  set  apart  for  the  moment  all 
other  influences,  and  supposing  all  the  other  parts  of  the  face  to  be 
covered,  and  the  eyebaU  itself  perfectly  immovable,  the  pupil  looking 
straightforward,  let  us  study,  in  one  eye,  the  influence  of  the  smallest 
alteration  in  the  slit  of  the  eye  on  the  expression.  We  see  then  that  the 
upper  lid  moves  up  and  down  like  a  curtain  before  the  eyeball,  not 
however  in  a  plane,  but  adapting  itself  to  the  surface  of  the  eye.  This 
curtain  at  the  angles  of  the  eye  is  connected  with  another  curtain 
formed  by  the  under  lid,  which  moves  up  and  down  in  a  similar  manner, 
but  in  an  opposite  direction.  These  two  connected  lids  cover  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  eyeball,  so  that  only  a  somewhat  oval  section  of 
it  becomes  visible.  It  is  this  section  alone  which,  from  an  {esthetic 
point  of  view,  we  are  accustomed  to  consider  as  the  eye,  and  the  size 
and  form  of  which  produce  the  apparent  size  and  form  of  the  eye.  I 
say  apparent,  because  in  reality  this  latter,  of  course,  undergoes  no 
alteration  at  alL  If  we  speak  of  large  or  small  eyes,  we  only  under- 
stand by  it  this  apparent  size,  which  depends  entirely  on  the  width  of 
the  slit,  and  the  conditions  of  the  orbit.  The  real  size  of  the  eye  is 
altered  only  in  certain  anomalies,  for  instance  at  a  very  high  degree 
of  short-sightedness.  This  is  not  meant  to  imply  that  the  effect  on 
the  expression  is  exclusively  produced  by  the  surroundings  of  the 
eye,  and  not  at  all  by  the  eyeball  itself.  We  may  prove  this  by 
another  experiment,  where  we  leave  the  lids  and  Eyebrows  immovable, 
while  the  eyebaU  is  made  to  turn  on  its  own  axis  from  the  right  to 
the  left.  Of  course  the  pupil  also  moves  inside  the  slit  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  altering  the  expression  considerably  even  in  one  single 
eye,  much  more  so  if  the  movement  is  observed  simultaneously  in 
both  eyes,  and  most  of  all  if  this  movement  is  not  only  a  lateral  one, 
but  is  combined  with  an  upward  rolling  of  the  eye,  which  naturally 
implies  an  alteration  of  form  in  the  slit  of  the  eyelid.  Those  move- 
ments which  alter  the  direction  of  the  visual  line  of  each  eye,  and  the 
relation  existing  between  the  visual  lines  of  the  two,  and  which  also 
alter  the  position  of  the  cornea  and  pupil  in  the  opening  of  the 
eyelid,  constitute  what  we  call  the  look.  To  the  look,  painters,  in 
their  compositions  as  well  as  in  their  portraits,  have  always  paid  great 
attention.  In  several  of  the  old  masters  it  struck  me  that  they  had  a 
sort  of  predilection  for  a  certain  direction  of  the  look.  Thus  Murillo 
gives  the  preference  to  a  look  of  extasy  directed  straight  upwards, 
whilst  Guide  Beni  has  a  certain  predilection  for  painting  an  eyeball 
turned  obliquely  upwards,  and  he  gives  to  this  direction  of  the  look  quite 
a  peculiar  character  by  the  posture  of  the  head,  and  position  of  the 
eyelids  and  eyebrows,  imitated  from  the  Laocoon  or  tiie  Niobe.  In 
lus  numerous  portraits  Vandyke  evidently  prefers  the  following 
direction  of  the  gaze.  His  portraits  look  somewhat  to  the  side  of  the 
observer  into  the  distance,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  the  heads  turned 
to  the  right  have  their  eyes  directed  to  the  left;  and,  vice  vergd,  the 
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beads  turned  towards  the  left  have  their  eyes  directed  so  £ftr  to  the 
right,  that  sometimes  the  iris  comes  quite  near  the  right  angle  of  the 
slit  of  the  lids.  Those  of  his  portraits  that  have  been  shown  in  this 
year's  exhibition  of  thQ  Old  Masters  confirm  this  observation.  They 
are  twelve  in  number,  and  they  have  all  of  them  the  above-mentioned 
direction  of  the  eyes.  Of  course  those  portraits  are  excepted  which 
represent  two  persons  speaking  to  each  other ;  for  instance,  that  of 
Rubens,  by  Vandyke,  in  the  National  Gallery. 

In  sculpture,  the  representation  of  the  look  is  more  difficult. 
There  is,  above  all  (at  least  in  our  time),  the  want  of  colour,  which, 
by  defining  the  pupil  and  the  iris  that  surrounds  it,  clearly  indicates 
the  position  of  the  eyeball.  Nevertheless  the  direction  of  the  eyes 
is  to  be  recognized  even  in  the  ideal  compositions  of  classic  antiquity 
by  the  position  of  the  eyelids  and  the  shape  of  the  visible  part  of  the 
eyeball.  In  the  portrait,  however,  especially  in  the  purely  iconic 
representations,  the  Greeks  used  to  indicate  the  pupil  by  a  small  flat- 
tening of  the  eyeball,  by  which  the  shadow  of  Uie  upper  lid  became 
broader,  or  they  indicated  the  look  in  the  way  on  which  yon  see  it 
here  in  the  busts  of  Demosthenes,  Pericles,  and  Alexander  the  Great, 
the  beautiful  originals  of  which  are  in  the  British  Museum.  In  the 
realistic  busts  of  the  Eoman  time  the  pupil  was  indicated  by  a  small 
hollow  which  gave  shadow,  and  the  margin  of  the  iris  or  cornea  was 
designated  by  a  fine  engraved  circular  line.  The  same  or  a  similar 
manner  of  indicating  the  pupil  has  been  since  adopted  by  the  majority 
of  sculptors,  and  it' is  to  be  considered  as  a  misunderstanding  if 
sculptors  of  a  certain  tendency  believed  that  they  imitated  the  antique 
in  the  portrait  bust,  when  they  left  the  eyes  perfectly  expressionless, 
without  pupil,  with  the  lids  and  the  eyeball  shaped  in  a  conventional 
curve,  by  which  the  inanimate  look  of  the  rest  of  the  features  was 
considerably  increased. 

The  utility  of  anatomical  and  physiological  knowledge  for  the  artiat 
has  been  repeatedly  denied.  As  a  chief  support  for  this  assertion,  it  has 
been  alleged  that  the  Greeks  did  not  know  anatomy,  and  moreover  that 
the  knowledge  of  anatomy  possessed  by  the  artists  of  the  Benaissance 
and  modem  times  rather  led  them  to  an  exaggerated  representation  of 
the  muscles,  and  caused  them  to  indulge  in  complicated  and  unusually 
difficult  positions  of  the  body.  We  must,  however,  remember  that 
though  the  Greeks  certainly  did  not  possess  the  same  facilities  for 
studying  anatomy  as  the  artists  of  present  times,  they  notwithstanding 
possessed  a  perfect  knowledge  of  that  which  was  essential  for  them 
in  anatomy.  They  knew  the  skeleton.  One,  cast  in  metal,  existed  in 
the  temple  at  Delphi,  to  which  Hippocrates  had  presented  it.  They 
possessed  descriptions  of  anatomy ;  they  dissected  animals ;  and  they 
could  complete  the  knowledge  thus  acquired  by  the  observation  and 
the  study  of  the  nude  form,  not  in  the  state  of  repose  or  weariness  of 
a  tired  model  as  now,  but  in  the  free  display  of  the  muscles  shown  by 
the  boxers  and  wrestlers  and  other  competitors  in  the  public  games. 

Without  such  means  of  correcting  and  completing  anatomical 
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knowledge,  derived  only  from  the  study  of  the  dead  body,  the  artist 
might  be  led  to  adapt  it  incorrectly  to  life.  Of  course  this  does  not 
imply  anything  against  the  usefulness  of  anatomical  knowledge ;  it 
only  proves  the  necessity  of  completing  it  physiologically.  As  for 
the  portrait,  the  advantageous  influence  of  a  thorough  knowledge  [of 
anatomy,  and  of  physiognomy  based  upon  it,  will  be  clearly  manifest. 
It  will  preserve  llie  realist  from  the  petty  imitation  of  mere  accidental 
details  by  the  conscious  observation  of  those  physiognomic  movements 
of  the  features  which  are  characteristic  of  the  expression.  He  will 
learn  how  to  ennoble  his  works  by  animation  and  intellectual  expres- 
sion, and  thus  he  will  approach  the  true  idealism ;  for  it  is  in  such 
refinement  of  the  material,  through  a  clear  understanding  of  the  indi- 
viduality, that  we  see  the  Irue  idealism  in  portraiture,  and  not  in  mere 
embellishment  of  the  features  as  to  colour  or  form. 

The  study  of  anatomy  is  still  more  important  for  the  artist  belonging 
to  the  classical  school.  Unfortunately  this  view  is  not  shared  by  many 
of  those  who  have  to  regulate  the  course  of  studies  in  schools  of  art. 
Thus  we  see  the  artistical  education  often  based  exclusively  on  the 
copying  of  the  antique.  The  consequences  of  this  system  are  the 
imitation  of  certain  externals,  without  a  clear  understanding  of  what 
is  essential  in  classic  art ;  and  the  incapacity  of  observing  nature  with 
an  open  mind  and  unprejudiced  eye.  Thus  a  tendency  develops  itself 
among  the  sculptors  which  produces  those  portraits  falsely  called 
idealistic,  whose  want  of  merit  has  not  yet  been  sufficiently  stigma- 
tized. There  is  neither  beauty  nor  art,  neither  truth  nor  power, 
nothing  but  mannerism  and  specious  hoUowness ;  and  the  pretended 
dassicality  only  serves  as  a  cloak  for  indecisiveness  and  emptiness. 
In  this  we  see  not  only  danger  for  the  artist  and  his  school,  but  at 
the  same  time  a  danger  for  the  taste  and  interest  of  the  public.  There- 
fore, f^om  this  spot  devoted  to  natural  science,  may  I  be  allowed  to 
say:  Go  back  to  nature,  to  the  true  and  conscious  observation  of 
nature.  They  are  only  mediocre  artists  who  are  afraid  to  find  in  the 
clearness  of  science  an  impediment  to  their  poetic  flights  and  the 
inspiration  of  their  genius.  The  great  artists  of  all  times  knew  of 
no  such  hindrances,  but  based  all  their  works  on  the  most  careful 
study  of  nature,  whatever  were  the  ideals  they  aimed  at ;  for  they  all 
knew  that  there  is  no  beauty  without  truth. 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  April  6,  1875. 

Tub  Dxtke  of  Nobthumbbbland,  D.O.L.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Witham  Matthew  Bjwater,  Esq. 
Charles  Elliot,  Esq.  C.B. 
The  Lady  Caroline  Eerrison, 
Hugo  W.  MtiUer,  Esq.  Ph.D.  P.R.S. 
Francis  Peacock,  Esq. 
The  Hon.  Sir  CoUey  Harman  Scotland, 
Henry  Charles  Stephens,  Esq. 
Capt.  Antony  Olivier  Tahntean, 
Sir  Harry  Vemey,  Bart.  M.P. 
Bichard  Wheen,  jon.  Esq. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Boyal  Listitution. 

The  Managers  reported,  that  they  had  this  day  appointed 
PBorsssoB  Alfbed  H.  Gabbod,  Esq.  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge,  FnUerian  Professor  of  Physiology,  in  puisnanoe  of  tiie 
Deed  of  Endowment. 

The  Pbbsxkts  reoeived  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FBOM 

Atiatie  Society  of  Bengair—JovaraXf  1874,  Pbrt  I.,  No.  8 ;  Part  XL,  No.  3.    Svo. 

Proceedings,  1874,  No.  9.    8to. 
i4«efon(Mi»waliSoci«(y,Boyai--Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXV.  No.  4.  8yo.   1874-5. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  SbttfnoM— Sitzungsberichte.    1874.     Heft  8.    8yo. 
Bombay  Branch  of  the  Boyal  AsiaHe  Society— Joiiida]^  No.  29.    870.    1874. 
Britieh  Architects,  Boyal  InetUtUe  ©/—Sessional  Papers,  1874-^.  Noa.  7,  8,  9.  4te. 
Chemical  Society--^ omnaX  for  March,  1875.    8vo. 

CivU  Enginmr^  JrMtietttton— Minutes  of  Proceedings,  Vol.  XXXIX.  8to.    1874-5. 
Ediiore — ^American  Journal  of  Science  for  Jan.  Feb.  1875.    8to. 

AthenuBum  for  March,  1875.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  March,  1875.    4to. 

Engineer  for  March,  1875.    fol. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  March,  1875.    fol. 

Nature  for  March,  1875.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  March,  1875.    8to. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  March,  1875.    8to. 

Practical  Magazine  for  March,  1875.    4to. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  March,  1875.    8to. 
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Franklin  IngtUvte—JowmBly  No.  589.    8to.    1875. 

OeograpMcdl  Society,  i^oya^-Prooeedings,  Vol.  XIX.  No.  2.    8yo.    1875. 

HinritM,  Dr.  O,  (the  AuOiar) — Principles  of  Chemistry  and  Holeoolar  Mechanics. 

8vo.    1874. 
Jnm  and  iSM  IfM^t^i^e—Joimial,  1874,  No.  2.    8vo.    1875. 
KenXaJce,  Thoma$,  Etq,  (the  Afdhar)—Qfdai  Ewen,  Bristol,  and  the  Welsh  Border. 

(KlOO)    8vo.    1875. 
Matay,M.K(1heAfahory-AdoipheQvLeieiet    (KlOO)    8vo.    1875. 
ManrXeeler  Geological  fim^ftfty— Transactions,  Vol.  Xm.  Part  9.    8vo.    1875. 
Manehetter  Philoaophicdl  iSoct^ty— Proceedings,  Vol.  XIY.  No.  9.    8vo.    1875. 
Mechanical  Engineen^   InsUtuticn,   Birmingham  —  Proceedings,   August,  1874. 

Part  2.    8yo. 
Meteorological  Office — Meteorological  Conference,  London,  1874.    8to.    1875. 
Oc^  L%eiU.-(M,  W.  H,  A.IJL,  (the  AuUior)^JjOoii9  Payable  by  Drawings  and 

Debenture  Interest  Tables.    8vo.    1870. 
PharmaeeuHcal  Sodety—Oalendai  for  1 875.    8yo. 
Photographie  Sooi€tif--Joxanal,  No.  257.    8vo.    1875. 

Preueeiedie  Akademie  der  TTiMtfiMo^/teti— Monatsberichte,  Nov.  Dec.  1874.    8vo. 
Rmial  Society  of  jErdm&urgA^Transactions,  Vol.  XXVII.  Part  2.    4to.    1873-4. 

Proceedings,  Nos.  87,  88,  89.    8to. 
i?oyaZSi)cidtyo/Lo»kf<w— Proceedings,  No.  159.    8vo.    1875. 
Squire.  P.  E$q.  F,L,8,  MMJ,  (the  ulutAor)— Companion  to  the  latest  Edition 

of  the  British  PhtfrmaoqxBia.    10th  Edition.    8yo.    1874. 
Tmning,  Thomae,  Eeq.  M,B.L—8,  Maffei,  Verona  lUustrata.    fol.    Verona,  1732. 
J.  Collier's  Historical,  Geographical,  Genealogical,  and  Poetical  Dictionary  : 

with  Supplement  and  Appendix.    4  toIs.    foL    1701-21. 
Vincent,  Mr.  C.  TT.  (the  Editor}— The  Year  Book  of  Facts  in  Science  and  the 

Arts  for  1874.    16to.    1875. 
TftBWiw,  W.  N.  E$q,  (the  -Itrfftor)— Durabmty  in  Art.    (K  100)    8vo.    1875. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  April  9, 1876. 

William  Spottibwoodb,  Esq.  M.A.  LL JD.  Treasurer,  B.8.  Secretary 
and  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Sib  William  Thomson,  D.O.L.  F.B.S. 

rmUIDBHT  OF  THX  ■OTAL  BOdXTT  07  BDUOVBOB, 

On  Tides. 

Julius  Casab,  speaking  of  the  night  following  the  fourth  day  after 
his  first  landing  in  Britain,  says : — *'  That  night  it  happened  to  he  full 
moon,  which  day  was  accnstomed  to  give  the  greatest  risings  of  water 
in  the  ocean,  though  onr  people  did  not  know  it."  So,  though  a  storm 
was  raging  at  the  time,  nothing  was  done  to  secure  the  transports  left 
high  and  dry  on  the  heach,  while  he  was  fighting  the  Britons ;  and 
the  water  rose  so  high  in  the  night  as  to  damage  them  seriously. 
Straho,  quoting  Posidonius,  says  t£at  "  soon  after  moonrise  the  sea 
begins  to  swell  up  and  flow  over  the  earth,  till  the  moon  reaches  mid- 
heaven.  As  she  descends  thence  the  sea  recedes  till  about  moonset, 
when  the  water  is  lowest.  It  then  rises  again,  as  the  moon  sinks  to 
mid-heaven  under  the  earth,  then  recedes  again  until  about  moonrise, 
when  the  water  is  again  at  its  lowest,  and  again  begins  to  rise ; "  and 
so  on.  Besides  this  daily  circuit  of  the  sea,  Posidonius  spoke  of  a 
regular  monthly  course,  and  of  an  annual  course,  reported  by  the 
Oaditani ;  his  description  being,  in  fact,  a  fairly  accurate  account  of 
what  is  observed  at  tiie  present  day  at  Cadiz,  the  locality  whence  he 
derived  his  information. 

In  commenting  on  these  statements,  the  speaker  said  that  the  mere 
mention  of  these  courses  indicated  that  the  daily  rise  and  fall  of  the 
sea  are  related  to  the  stm  as  well  as  to  the  moon.  Galileo  criticized 
Kepler  for  assuming  that  the  motions  of  the  water  depend  upon  the 
moon ;  but  Kepler  was  proved  to  be  right  According  to  Newton's 
theory,  the  moon's  and  the  sun's  attractions  are  the  tide-generating 
force. 

By  models  and  diagrams  the  phenomena  of  the  tides  were  illus- 
trated, and  it  was  shown  that  there  are  two  distinct  ways  by  which  the 
sun,  but  only  one  way  by  which  the  moon,  produces  motions  of  water  on 
the  earth — the  sun  by  his  heat  and  attraction,  the  moon  by  her  attrac- 
tion only.  It  was  also  explained  how  regular  daily  and  annual  varia- 
tions of  the  sea-level  are  produced  by  the  sun's  heat,  and  diurnal  and 
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flexni^nnial  and  annual  and  Benii-4umiial  changes  of  level  inodneed 
by  the  sun's  attraction. 

In  conclusion,  after  stating  that  theory  is  utterly  weak  to  calculate 
tides  beforehand,  the  speaker  exhibited  an  improyed  form  of  self-re- 
gistering tide-gauge,  which  shows  the  height  of  the  tide  at  every 
moment  for  the  whole  time  the  instrument  is  in  action,  together  wi^ 
a  roll  of  paper  illustrating  the  working  of  the  tide-gauge  at  Liverpool 
He  then  adverted  to  the  tide-calculating  machine,  an  important  in- 
strument invented  to  utilize  the  results  of  the  tide-gauge.  In  pre- 
paring the  results  for  this  apparatus  there  is  a  process  of  harmonic 
analysis  by  which  the  complicated  action  derived  from  the  tide-gauge 
is  analyzed  into  its  several  constituents,  each  representing  what  is 
called  a  simple  harmonic  motion.  This  harmonic  analysis,  when  it  is 
worked  out,  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  piece  of  scientific  book-keeping, 
and  any  number  of  tide-tables  may  be  constructed  according  to  proper 
summations  of  averages.  This,  though  an  exceedingly  simple,  is  a 
very  laborious  process;  but  by  the  tide-calculating  machine  tide- 
tables  may  be  calculated  beforehand  for  any  port  in  three  or  four 
hours  of  mechanical  working.  The  result  shows  not  merely  the  times 
and  height  of  high  water,  but  also  the  height  of  the  water  at  every 
moment  of  time,  day  and  night,  for  the  year.  By  the  use  of  this 
machine  the  labour  of  the  hydrographic  department  of  the  Admiralty 
would  be  enormously  diminished. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  April  16, 1875. 

William    Spottiswoodb,  Esq.  LL.D.  Troas.  B.S.  Secretary  and 
Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Pbofsssob  Gladstone,  Ph.D.  F.B.S. 

The  Progress  of  Science  in  Elementary  Schools, 

The  speaker  commenced  by  defining  his  subject  more  folly  as  the 
"  Rise  and  Progress  of  Natural  Science  in  the  public  Elementary 
Schools  of  the  United  Kingdom."  He  then  briefly  recounted  the  his- 
tory of  elementary  education,  and  the  origin  of  the  large  educational 
societies.  He  showed  that  till  recently  natural  science  had  scarcely 
any  place  in  the  instruction  of  the  masses,  though  the  efforts  of  such 
men  as  the  Bey.  Arthur  Kigg,  for  a  long  time  principal  of  Ohester 
Training  College,  and  of  the  late  Dr.  Birkbeck,  and  Lord  Brougham, 
were  worthy  of  all  honour. 

The  Great  Exhibition  of  1851  seemed  to  show  to  the  people  of 
England  that  they  were  deficient  in  the  knowledge  both  of  art  and 
of  practical  science.  This  was  followed  very  shortly  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Science  and  Art  Department.  The  Great  Exhibition  in 
Paris  in  1869,  gave  a  second  and  perhaps  still  more  powerful  lesson 
in  the  same  direction ;  and  many  of  our  statesmen — Dr.  Lyon  Playfair 
and  others — took  up  the  matter,  and  showed  that  unless  we  did  educate 
our  artisans  more  thoroughly  we  should  fall  back  in  the  race,  and  that 
our  manufactures  would  fail  in  the  competition  with  Continental 
nations.  Thus  the  movement  which  had  been  started  by  Christian 
philanthropy  received  an  impulse  from  more  selfish  considerations; 
and  it  was  determined  by  the  British  people  that  education  should  be 
more  general,  if  not  universal ;  while  at  the  same  time  there  rose  a 
great  desire  that  the  education  should  be  of  a  more  scientific  character 
than  it  had  been  hitherto. 

*  In  speaking  of  the  introduction  of  science  into  our  schools  we  have 
to  consider  three  different  classes  of  persons.  There  are  the  school- 
masters and  mistresses,  who  must  have  some  knowledge  of  science 
before  they  can  teach  it ;  the  pupil-teachers ;  and  the  scholars. 

With  regard  to  the  teachers,  the  training  colleges  established  in 
connection  with  all  the  large  educational  societies  have  not  been 
Blow  in  taking  advantage  of  the  offers  of  the  Government,  and  forming 
science  classes.  In  this  way  we  find  that  the  large  bulk — almost  all — 
of  these  young  men  and  young  women  who  are  in  training  to  be  school- 
masters and  schoolmistresses  attend  certain  classes  in  science  now, 
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go  up  for  the  examination  of  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  and 
thus  take  their  elementary  or  advanced  certificate  in  science.  In  fact, 
last  year  there  came  from  twenty-eight  of  the  training  coU^es  of 
England  and  Scotland  alone — ^accoiding  to  the  Directory — 2343 
stndents  in  science.  The  following  Table  indicates  the  sciences  which 
they  took  up. 


Sol^t 


TFAlning  Colleges  (1874). 

SLThomu 

Caurteriioiiae  SJS. 

CoUegea. 

StndeDts. 

Suadenti  (1875> 

9 

424 

40 

6 

S44 

136 

9 

456 

120 

4 

314 

75 

7 

316 

12 

1 

50 

,, 

19 

1097 

197 

4 

201 

70 

2 

165 

35 

25 

1539 

230 

Theoretical  Mechanics  . . 
Acoustics,  Light,  and  Heat 
Magnetism  and  Electricity 
Inorganic  Ohemistry 

Geology      

Mineralogy 

Animal  Physiology  .. 
Elementary  Botany  .. 
General  Biology 
Physical  Geography . .     . . 


The  mathematical  sciences  have  not  heon  included  in  the  abo^e 
table,  nor  those  that  are  distinctly  allied  ^  technology.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  largest  number  of  students  attended  classes  of  physical 
geography.  Next  to  this  subject  comes  ai^imal  physiology.  Almost 
all  the  leading  colleges  take  up  this.  There  are  two,  however,  both 
colleges  for  young  women  —  that  at  Sputhlands,  belonging  to  the 
Wesleyans,  and  that  at  Liyerpool,  belonging  to  the  Koman  CSatholics 
— which  instead  of  animal  physiology  take  up  the  somewhat  allied 
subject  of  general  biology.  Magnetism  and  electricity  seem  to  be  the 
next  favourites,  especially  with  the  National  School  Society,  and  in 
Scotland ;  and  then  acoustics,  light,  and  heat.  The  study  of  chemistry 
is  not  so  general,  being  taken  up  by  only  four  of  the  colleges.  They 
happen,  however,  to  be  among  the  most  important.  There  exist  also 
good  laboratories ;  for  instance,  at  the  training  colleges  in  Westminster 
and  the  Borough  Bead. 

The  speaker  then  drew  attention  to  the  next  column — the  statistics 
of  the  St.  Thomas  Charterhouse  School  of  Science  in  the  Goswell  Boad. 
This  was  established  entirely  for  teachers — not  necessarily  adult,  for 
there  are  many  pupil-teachers.  The  present  is  the  third  season  of  its 
existence.  It  was  started  by  the  Bev.  John  Bodgers,  the  vicar  of  St. 
Thomas  Charterhouse,  and  is  carried  on  mainly  under  the  direction 
of  the  National  schoolmaster,  Mr.  C.  Smith.  There  were  200  stndents 
the  first  year,  450  the  second,  and  this  year  there  have  been  550 
students.  Physical  geography  is  the  greatest  favourite,  as  in  other 
places ;  then  animal  physiology. 

The  Science  and  Art  Department  have  arranged  that  certain 
teachers — acting  teachers — should   attend  practical  classes  in  the 
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summer  time  at  the  School  of  Scienoe,  South  Eensmgton.  The  classes 
last  for  three  weeks.  The  teachers  are  chosen  from  those  who  apply, 
and  have  this  instruction  gratuitously  afforded  to  them,  and  every 
expense  paid  in  coming  up  to  London.  A  great  number  of  these 
students  come  over  from  Ireland.  They  study  mechanics,  botany, 
chemistry,  physics,  mathematics,  and  so  on.  There  were  170  last 
summer.  The  sp^tker  saw  forty  or  fifty  of  these  men,  all  practical 
teachers,  in  Professor  Guthrie's  hiboratory.  They  had  been  listening 
to  a  lecture  that  he  had  given,  and  Professor  Barrett  was  instructing 
them  in  the  making  of  apparatus.  These  students  were  all  men 
educated  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  subject  which  they  were  consider- 
ing ;  but  they  had  not  previously  seen  the  apparatus,  or  experiments. 
They  soon  learn  how  to  make  various  things ;  and  through  the  kindness 
of  Professor  Guthrie  the  speaker  was  able  to  put  upon  the  table  a  large 
collection  of  pieces  of  apparatus  made  by  thesQ  schoolmasters  last  year, 
including  an  air  thermometer,  a  dissected  Leyden  jar,  an  electroscope 
and  discharger,  a  Wheatstone  bridge,  a  monochord,  a  spectroscope,  a 
thermopile,  a  barometer,  and  many  other  physical  instruments,  plain 
but  perfectly  efficient.  Professor  Frankland  gives  instruction  in  prac- 
tical chemistry  to  a  similar  class  of  acting  teachers.  They  conduct 
simple  analysis  in  his  laboratory  at  South  Kensington. 

Of  course  these  various  classes  give  a  considerable  amount  of  scien- 
tific knowledge  to  the  teachers  who  attend  them,  and  in  the  London 
School  Board  every  encouragement  is  given  to  the  schoolmasters  and 
schoolmistresses  to  obtain  certificates  from  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment. Preference  is  given  to  those  that  have  such  certificates.  The 
salary  is  6Z.  a  year  more  for  every  male  teacher  who  brings  with  him 
three  advanced  science  certificates ;  and  if  a  female  teacher  brings  one 
advanced  certificate  she  has  2Z.  10s,  a  year  additional.  There  is  a 
somewhat  similar  arrangement  made  in  the  Irish  Model  Schools, 
where  101.  extra  are  given  to  a  master  or  mistress  who  actually  teaches 
physical  science  in  the  school. 

As  to  pupil-teachers,  science  is  not  an  essential  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment requirements  for  them  ;  but  additional  marks  are  given  if  they 
take  up  one  science  subject  at  the  end  of  their  period  of  apprenticeship 
before  entering  the  training  colleges.  This  science  subject  may  be 
mechanics,  chemistry,  animal  physiology,  acoustics,  magnetism,  phy- 
sical geography,  or  botany.  The  Scotch  code  is  a  little  more  liberal, 
giving  marks  for  two  of  Uiese  subjects.  The  present  proposal  of  the 
School  Management  Committee  of  the  London  Board  is  that  male 
pupil-teachers  shall  all  learn  animal  physiology  and  chemistry.* 
Many  pupil-teachers  attend  the  ordinary  science  classes. 

Science  is  not  demanded  of  the  scholars  of  elementary  schools  by 
the  Education  Department,  excepting  perhaps  a  little  of  what  may  be 
called  physical  geography  in  the  second  standard ;  but  there  are  certain 

*  Since  this  ducourse  was  delivered  the  Board  haa  placed  these  two  subjects 
in  its  "'  hoDoura  course  "  for  pupil-teachers. 
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**  specific  subjects/'  and  in  the  new  code  which  has  jnst  become  law 
these  comprise  mechanics,  animal  physiology,  physical  geography, 
botany,  and  domestic  economy  for  girls,  which  last  includes  cookery. 
There  is  an  admirable  note  appended  to  the  table  of  ^  specific  subjectB,** 
which  affirms  a  principle  of  wide  application.     It  runs  as  follows  : 

'^  It  is  intended  that  the  instruction  of  the  scholars  in  the  scienoe 
subjects  in  this  table  shall  be  given  mainly  by  experiment  and  illus- 
tration, and  in  the  case  of  physical  geography  by  observation  of  the 
phenomena  presented  in  their  own  neighbourhood.  If  these  subjects 
are  taught  to  children  by  definition  and  verbal  description,  instead  of 
by  malmig  them  exercise  their  own  powers  of  observation,  Uiey  will  be 
worthless  as  means  of  education." 

Not  merely  is  it  allowed  that  these  specific  subjects  shall  form 
part  of  the  ordinary  teaching  in  an  elementary  school,  but  under 
certain  circumstances  a  .Qovemment  grant  of  four  shillings  a  head  is 
to  be  given  for  eveiy  pupil  who  passes  a  satisfiictory  examination  in 
not  more  than  two  of  Uiese  subjects,  so  that  there  wiU  be  a  pecuniary 
advantage  accruing  to  the  school  from  the  teaching  of  these  various 
subjects.  We  shall  see  gradually  how  this  works ;  it  wiU  to  a  certain 
extent  stop  the  learning  of  science  by  some  of  the  younger  scholars 
that  take  up  the  matter  now ;  yet  probably  till  a  boy  is  twelve  or 
thirteen  years  old  it  is  not  very  advisable  that  he  should  go  in  for 
these  examinations.  It  is  astonishing  what  young  children  sometimes 
pass  at  the  present  time.  The  following  Table  drawn  up  by  Major 
Donelly  will  exhibit  this. 


Beenlto  of  the  Examinations  of  1873  and  1874  combined. 

AgeofStadenta. 

Adyanced  Stage. 

Nmnber  who  came  up 
in  1873  and  1874. 

whopaaaed. 

Number  who  came  np 
In  1873  and  1874. 

whopaaaed. 

Id  their  11th  year 
„       12th    „ 
„       13th    „ 
„       Hth    „ 
n       15th    „ 

2.110 

5.283 

9,850 

11.972 

11,148 

33 
89 
44 
51 
56 

66 
166 
470 
793 

33 
52 
50 
52 

A  large  number  of  the  above  no  doubt  are  pupil-teacherSy  and 
many  others  are  scholars  in  elementary  schools.  There  are  certain 
scholarships  offered  by  the  Government  under  the  name  of  Elementary 
school  scholarships ;  but  few  take  advantage  of  them,  only  thirty-two 
apparently  last  year,  of  whom  seventeen  were  in  Scotland. 

The  way  in  which  science  is  taught  in  schools  is  by  means  of  pro- 
perly graduated  object  lessons.  The  regulations  of  the  School  Board 
for  London  lay  it  down  as  one  of  the  essential  subjects  to  be  taught 
in  all  the  schools :  **  In  the  infant  schools  object  lessons  of  a  simple 
character ;  and  in  junior  and  senior  schools  systematized  object  lessons. 
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embraoing  in  the  six  school  years  a  course  of  elementary  instmotion 
in  physical  science,  and  serving  as  an  introduction  to  the  science  ex- 
aminations which  are  conducted  by  the  Science  and  Art  Department." 
Liverpool  and  some  other  towns  have  followed  London  in  this  respect. 
Object  lessons  also  have  long  been  given  in  the  best  voluntary  schools, 
and  boxes  containing  small  specimens  of  a  large  number  of  substances 
may  be  purchased,  and  many  excellent  diagrams  of  natural  objects 
have  been  published.  A  collection  of  these,  illustrating  nearly  all 
branches  of  science,  was  exhibited. 

The  speaker  then  described  an  object  lesson  on  a  coooanut,  given 
to  a  class  of  children  of  about  six  years  of  age,  and  showed  that  the 
value  of  these  object  lessons  depends  very  much  upon  the  amount  of 
knowledge  possessed  by  the  teacher,  and  the  study  which  has  been 
given  beforehand  to  the  preparation  of  the  lesson.  Then  taking  a  bottle 
of  sand  out  of  the  object  box,  he  showed  that  even  so  unpromising  a 
material  as  sand  was  suggestive  of  most  interesting  topics  of  instruc- 
tion at  least  for  elder  children.  He  afterwards  described  a  lesson  on 
a  snail  and  the  moUusca  in  general,  which  he  had  heard  given  to  girls 
of  about  twelve  years  of  age,  from  one  of  the  natural  history  diagrams ; 
and  he  followed  this  up  with  a  description  of  lessons  on  magnetism 
given  to  the  elder  boys  in  the  practising  schools  of  the  training  col- 
leges at  Battersea  and  the  Borough  Boad,  and  how  the  boys  were 
encouraged  to  make  little  mariners'  compasses  for  themselves. 

The  speaker  then,  while  freely  admitting  the  greater  importance 
of  moral  teaching,  contended  for  the  young  people  becoming  acquainted 
with  some  branches  of  natural  science.  This  knowledge  will  intro- 
duce the  boys  to  t-echnical  studies  for  the  various  handicrafts  which 
they  are  to  pursue  in  after  life,  and  prepare  the  girls  for  their 
domestic  duties.  And  beyond  this,  the  study  of  natural  history  and 
natural  science  has  a  very  peculiar  and  special  power  in  training  the 
judgment  in  the  pursuit  of  truth.  With  reference  to  the  question, 
which  is  the  most  important  of  these  science  subjects,  the  speaker 
expressed  a  favourable  opinion  of  physical  geography,  induding  the 
knowledge  of  the  world  in  which  we  are,  its  relation  to  other  worlds, 
and  ihe  materials  of  which  it  is  made ;  but  he  spoke  more  strongly 
in  favour  of  animal — that  is  human  physiology,  especially  for  girls, 
pointing  out  its  great  importance  in  relation  to  health.  That  the  girls 
in  elementary  schools  will  grow  up  to  be  mothers  themselves,  or  ser- 
vants entrusted  with  the  care  of  children,  is  a  powerful  additional 
argument  in  its  favour.  Then  he  would  have  some  chemical  or 
physical  study — something  that  tells  of  the  various  natural  forces,  and 
how  they  act  and  react.  It  is  very  desirable  to  teach  by  observation 
and  experiment  Children  are  always  inquiring.  To  us  books  are 
beautiful  things :  we  use  them  as  we  use  telescopes  or  microscopes  to 
assist  our  vision.  But  a  book  is  a  very  different  thing  to  those  who 
are  not  able  to  read  with  ease.  A  book  is  only  a  semi-transparent 
medium  to  most  children.  Books  of  course  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  teachers ;  but  let  the  children  see  the  things  themselves  first,  and 
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become  acqoamted  with  them,  and  then  the  books  will  become  Imni- 
nons  with  intelligence ;  and  they  will  care  to  read  them,  and  thns 
advance  in  their  Btadies.  It  is  weU  that  the  children  shonld  have 
coUectionfl  of  objects,  and  be  encouraged  to  make  little  collections  for 
themselTos.  Cabineti3  of  specimens  and  models  do  exist  in  some 
English  and  Continental  schools,  and  the  Mnsenm  of  the  Home  and 
Colonial  Training  College  is  worthy  of  imitation  elsewhere. 

In  conclusion,  the  speaker  claimed  for  natural  science  an 
honoured  place  in  the  cnrricnlmn,  being  snre  that  we  shall  benefit  tiie 
rising  race  greatly  if  we  make  them  well  acquainted  with  the  yarions 
objects  of  nature  round  about  them,  and  the  yarious  forces  that  act 
upon  them.  In  this  way  they  will  have  much  greater  power  in  the 
world,  and  much  more  chance  of  success  in  the  great  battle  of  life 
which  they  are  all  to  enter  upon,  for  they  will  be  fighting  not  with 
unknown  but  with  known  combatants ;  and  their  knowledge  will  tend 
to  maintain  healthy  bodies,  and  that  will  not  interfere  in  any  way 
with  sound  minds  or  clear  consciences. 

[J.  H.  G.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,  April  23, 1875. 

Gbobgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.RS.  Treasurer  and  Yioe-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbotbssob  a.  C.  Bamsat,  LL.D.  F.B.S. 

DIBBOIOB-OKirSBAL  OV  THS  OBOLOOICAL  BUXTXT  Or  THB  UVITBD  XIKODOM, 

The  Pre-Miocene  Alps^  and  their  subsequent  Waste  and  Degradation.* 

Thb  speaker  began  by  referring  to  his  discourse  last  year.l  when  he 
expressed  his  opinion  that  in  pre-miocene  times  the  Alps  were  as  high 
as  they  are  now,  notwithstanding  that  since  miocene  times  th6y  have 
been  upheaved  about  5500  feet.  Sir  Charles  Lyell  having  expressed 
his  surprise  at  this  statement^  and  his  wish  for  an  explanation  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  based,  led  to  the  working  out  of  the  subject 
in  detail,  and  the  preparation  of  the  present  discourse.  The  Professor 
then  alluded  to  the  origin  of  mountain  chains  through  the  contraction 
of  the  earth's  crust;  some  parts  of  this  crust  sinking,  other  parts 
being  crumpled  and  relatively  raised.  Thus,  at  a  certain  period 
in  geologicid  history,  preceding  the  formation  of  the  miocene  rocks, 
which  l^long  to  the  middle  tertiary  or  cainozoic  strata,  a  dis- 
turbance of  the  earth's  crust  took  place,  due  to  shrinkage,  so  that 
the  Alpine  strata  were  thrown  into  highly  contorted  forms,  resulting 
in  a  great  pre-miocene  mountain  range,  the  base  of  which  was  just 
about  sea-level.  That  these  pre-miocene  Alps  did  really  exist  as  a 
great  mountain  range  the  Professor  proceeded  to  demonstrate,  and  by 
a  series  of  calculations  showed  the  immense  amoimt  of  miocene 
deposits  formed  partly  in  the  sea,  but  chiefly  in  lakes  only  a  little 
above  the  sea  level,  such  deposits  being  the  proceeds  of  the  waste  and 
degradation  of  these  pre-miocene  mountains  by  various  physical  caui^, 
similar  to  those  now  acting  on  the  earth's  surface,  and  occupying  an 
immense  period  of  time. 

In  support  of  his  argument,  the  Professor  estimated  the  thick- 
nesses of  the  various  subSvisions  of  the  miocene  strata,  and  striking 
an  average  for  tiie  country  between  Geneva  and  Constance  (about  8000 

*  The  lectme  was  illustrated  by  diagrams,  without  which  it  is  difficult  to 
make  all  the  points  plain. 

t  See  p.  279  of  Boyal  Institution  Proceedings,  vol.  yil. 
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sqnare  miles),  he  estimated  the  thickness  of  the  miooene  deposits  at 
4000  feet,  containing  about  33,037,760,560,000  cubic  yards,  equal  to  an 
oblong  rectangular  mass,  109  miles  long,  18  miles  broad,  and  15,840 
feet  high,  of  solid  rocks  ;  a  mass  of  matter  equal  to  that  which  would 
occupy  an  area  four  times  the  length  and  of  equal  height  to  Mont 
Blanc  as  it  now  stands,  between  Martigny  on  the  north-east,  the 
sources  of  Bonnant  on  the  south-west,  the  valley  of  Chamouni  on 
the  north-west,  and  the  Val  de  Ferret  and  the  AUee  Blanche  on  the 
south-east. 

This  was  followed  by  an  account  of  the  methods  by  which  he 
endeayoured  approximately  to  estimate  the  cubic  contents,  as  they 
now  exist,  of  the  pre-miocene  strata  of  the  Oberland,  from  the  Rhone 
between  the  Lake  of  Geneva  and  Martigny,  and  the  country  somewhat 
east  of  the  Upper  Ehine,  south  of  the  Lake  of  Constance ;  and  it  was 
stated  that  the  original  bulk  of  the  miocene  strata,  derived  from  the 
waste  of  these  pre-miooene  Alps,  was  far  more  than  equal  to  the  cubic 
contents  of  the  whole  of  the  uppermost  5000  vertical  feet  of  this 
range. 

The  last  great  disturbance  of  the  Alps  heaved  up  the  miocene 
strata  which  had  been  previously  deposited  and  more  or  less  consoli- 
dated at  their  base,  and  by  this  latter  upheaval  the  range  may  have 
been  elevated  somewhat  more  than  5000  feet.  The  question  therefore 
is  this :  Was  the  amount  of  waste  and  degradation  that  took  place 
during  miocene  times,  and  which  resulted  in  the  deposition  of  the 
miocene  strata  at  the  base  of  the  Alps,  equal  or  more  than  equal  to 
the  post-miocene  elevation  of  5500  feet  ?  It  was ;  and  even  if  the 
Alps  had  suffered  no  waste  since  then,  they  may  have  been  as  high 
before  miocene  times  as  they  are  now.  But  they  have  suffered  much 
further  waste,  by  atmospheric  denudations,  during  the  later  tertiary 
epochs,  during  which  the  various  formations  of  the  crag  and  forest 
beds  were  deposited,  comprising  a  series  of  geological  episodes  so  long, 
that  pahdontologically  considered  they  may  perhaps  be  comparable  to 
the  Miocene  epoch  itself.  Later  still,  we  must  take  into  account  the 
prodigious  amount  of  degradation  suffered  by  the  Alps  during  the 
glacicd  epoch,  when  on  the  south  the  mighty  glaciers  filled  every 
southern  valley,  and  spread  in  vast  fan-shaped  masses  far  out  on  the 
area  now  occupied  b^  the  plain  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy,  while  on 
the  north  of  the  cham  glaciers  more  gigantic  still  overspread  all  the 
lowlands  of  what  is  now  Switzerland,  till  they  abutted  on  the  Jura ; 
and  all  across  the  space  where  the  Lake  of  Constance  now  lies,  the  old 
Bhine  glacier  spread  far  northward  into  Bavaria. 

To  estimate  the  amount  of  work  performed  by  such  glaciers,  both 
south  and  north  of  the  chain,  we  may  take  as  an  example  the  great 
moraine  of  the  Dora  Baltea,  which  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Yal 
d'Aosta  forms  a  vast  amphitheatre  sixty  miles  in  circuit,  about  seven 
miles  wide,  and  in  great  part  1650  feet  in  height,  and  which,  in  spite 
of  age  and  decay,  still  retains  an  amount  of  matter  that,  if  piled  in 
mountain  form,  would  be  as  long  as,  and  have  one  quarter  the  height 
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of  Mont  Blano.  Multiply  this  by  the  old  moraine  matter  of  the  fiye 
great  glaciers  that  descended  from  the  south  side  of  the  Alps  to  the 
valley  of  the  Po,  as  far  east  as  the  Lago  d'Iseo ;  add  to  that  the 
degrading  and  transporting  power  of  the  fiye  great  northern  glaciers 
that  oye]^owed  the  plains  of  Switzerland  between  Geneya  and  the 
Lake  of  Constance;  think  of  all  that  has  been  done  in  the  same 
direction  since  the  close  of  the  glacial  epoch ;  and  to  all  these  add  the 
▼ast  amount  of  matter  won  from  the  more  ancient  Alps  to  fbrm  the 
miocene  strata,  as  preyiously  estimated ;  and  it  seems  impossible  to 
resist  the  conclusion  that  in  pre-miocene  times  the  Alps  must  have 
been  not  only  as  high,  but  higher  than  now,  even  though  since  that 
time  they  may  have  been  heayed  up  5500  feet  The  speaker  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  opinion  that  the  history  of  many  of  the 
other  great  mountain  ranges  resembles  that  of  the  Alps,  for  in  a 
geological  sense  their  epochs  of  upheayal  are  the  same. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 
Friday,' April  30, 1875. 

Warren  Db  la  Eue,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Walter  Noil  Hartley,  F.C.S. 

DKMOHSTBATOR  OF  CHBXISTBTt  KCTO's  OOLLEGX,  UOWOB, 

On  the  Action  of  Heat  on  Coloured  Liqnids, 

All  anhstances  whatever  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  the  coloored 
and  the  colourless.      By  simple  inspection  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish one  colourless  liquid  from  another,  but  the  case  is  very 
different  with  coloured  substances.     In  dealing  with  compound  sub- 
stances derived  from  the  metals,  we  find  generally  that  a  certain  colour 
is  characteristic  of  a  certain  metaL     Thus  a  blue  is  the  tint  which 
prevails  in  most    compounds   containing   copper,   while    green   is 
characteristic  of  nickel,  and  pink  or  red  of  cobalt.    If  we  examine  the 
colour  of  a  metallic  solution  by  transmitting  light  through  it,  and 
analyzing  this  light  with  a  prism,  as  Dr.  Gladstone  did  in  the  year 
1857,*  we  then  get  a  spectrum  which  serves  in  some  degree  to  identify 
the  metal  present  in  the  solution.     Taking,  for  example,  three  liquids 
eontaining  the  same  metal — a  green,  a  purple,  and  a  rod  solution — the 
green  chloride,  the  purple  sulphate,  and  the  red  oxalate  of  chromium, 
we  have  such  a  diversity  of  behariour  with  chemical  reagents,  and 
such  a  variety  of  tints,  that  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  recognize  the 
presence  of  the  same  base  unless  the  light  transmitted  by   those 
solutions  is  analyzed  by  the  prism,  and  if  this  be  done  in  a  wedge- 
shaped  cell,  we  have  the  advantage  of  seeing  through  many  different 
thicknesses  of  liquid  at  one  glance.     We  then  get  a  spectrum  in  each 
case  with  chromium  compounds,  which  has  a  great   similarity,   its 
chief  characteristic  being  that  the  red,  green,  and  blue  rays  are  trans- 
mitted, while  all  the  yellow  are  cut  out    It  has  long  been  known  that 
certain  metallic  solutions  darken  on  exposure  to  heat,  and  in  this  way 
prisoners  sometimes  effect  a  secret  correspondence  outside  the  prison 
walls.     The  method  consists  in  writing  with  an  invisible  solution 
between  the  lines  of  their  letters,  which  is  afterwards  developed  by 
those  who  are  in  the  secret.     Such  solutions  have  been  called  sympa- 
thetic inks,  and  one  in  particular,  called  Hellot's  sympathetic  ink,  is 

*  '  Proceedings  of  the  Boyal  lustitutioD,'  vol.  ii.  p.  336. 
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the  chloride  of  cobalt,  wbich  being  of  a  pale  pink  colonr,  in  the  state 
of  a  dilate  solution,  on  drying  and  beating  tnms  a  very  dark  bine. 
Writing  executed  with  this  ink  is  all  but  invisible  until  a  hot  iron  be 
passed  over  it,  when  it  appears  beautifully  distinct,  and  on  cooling 
disappears  again.     The  Fenian  criminal,  Barrett,  when  confined  in 
the  House  of  Detention,  was  found  to  have  in  his  possession  a  small 
tube  containing  chloride  of  gold :    in  the  woollen  stockings  sent  to 
him  was  noticed  some  white  powder,  which  could  be  shaken  out. 
This  was  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  secret  correspondence.     The 
powder  was  found  to  be  sulphate  of  iron ;    writing  with  a  dilute 
solution  of  chloride  of  gold  would  be  invisible  until  washed  oyer  with 
sulphate  of  iron,  which  solution  developes  the  characters.     The  blue 
colour  of  cobalt  chloride  (Hellot  s  ink)  is  more  easily  produced  if  the 
salt  be  mixed  with  calcium  chloride ;  such  a  mixture  is  that  used  for 
the  little  instrument  called  the  chameleon  barometer.     This,  which 
is  in  reality  a  hygrometer,  or  an  indicator  of  the  amount  of  moisture 
in  the  air,  consists  simply  of  a  piece  of  paper  soaked  in  the  two  solu- 
tions, protected  by  a  glass  and  frame.      The  way  in  which  it  is 
differently  affected  by  dry  and  moist  air  may  be  easily  seen.    Placing 
two  of  these  under  different  bell-jars,  one  containing  a  little  vessel  of 
oil  of  vitriol,  which  dries  the  air,  the  other  a  little  water,  which  of 
course  keeps  it  moist,  the  paper  in  the  former  will  be  blue,  and  that 
in  the  latter  red ;  then,  if  their  places  be  changed  their  colours  change* 
That  a  solution  of  cobalt  chloride  could  be  turned  blue  by  the  addition 
of  hydrochloric  acid,  of  sulphuric  acid,  of  alcohol,  or  of  chloride  of 
calcium,  has  for  some  time  been  known ;  it  has  also  been  noticed  that 
an  acid  solution  of  chloride  of  cobalt,  red  at  an  ordinary  temperature, 
becomes  blue  if  heated,  such  being  also  the  case  with  a  dilute  solution 
containing  alcohol;  furthermore,   that  a  dilute  solution,  if  heated 
under  pressure  in  sealed  tubes  to  a  higher  temperature  than  that  of 
boiling  water,  becomes  blue. 

In  1871  I  found  that  a  strong  perfectly  neutral  aqueous  solution 
of  the  purest  cobalt  chloride,  which  had  been  prepared  from  daudet's 
salt,  changed  colour  with  the  greatest  possible  ease  upon  heating. 
A  small  tube-full  held  in  the  hand  changed  from  deep  crimson 
to  a  decided  purple  tint  in  a  few  minutes ;  a  little  of  the  solution 
smeared  over  the  fingers  soon  became  blue ;  and  a  quantity  of  the 
liquid  heated  in  an  open  dish  became  blue  at  70°  C.  It  was  noticed 
that  a  very  small  tube  of  flattened  glass,  containing  a  solution  of 
cobalt  chloride,  which  was  perfectly  transparent  when* cold,  upon 
heating  to  70°  C.  became  quite  opaque.  It  was  evident  that  the 
change  from  red  to  blue  noticed  was  not  simply  a  difference  in 
refrangibility  of  the  transmitted  light,  but  an  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  light  absorbed  by  the  solution.  Hence  it  appeared  to  be  a  matter 
of  great  interest  to  examine  the  change  of  colour  by  means  of  the 
spectroscope,  and  eten  to  go  beyond  this,  and  examine  the  action  of 
heat  on  all  coloured  liquids  by  the  same  means,  but  especially  was  it 
expected  that  the  bromide  and  iodide  of  cobalt  would  yield  intensified 
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effects  of  the  same  kind.  Observations  have  been  made  on  abont  sixtj 
different  solutions,  most  of  which  were  prepared  from  metaUio  salts. 
Many  of  these  componnds  had  been  but  imperfectly  examined,  while 
others  were  qoite  new.  The  solutions  were  generally  made  by 
allowing  cold  water  to  stand  for  some  days  with  the  crystallized  salt^ 
giving  it  frequent  agitation. 

The  examinations  were  made  in  wedge  cells  cut  out  of  blocks  of 
glass,  and  polished ;  one  side  of  the  cell  was  made  by  fixing  on  a 
piece  of  plate-glass  by  means  of  a  screw  clump.  Two  sizes  of  these 
hollow  wedges  were  used  to  facilitate  the  examination  of  liquids  of 
different  intensities  of  colour.  They  were  each  of  the  same  height, 
namely,  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  tiie  larger  cells  being  at  their 
thickest  part  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  diminishing  to  nothing ;  the 
smaller  being  not  more  than  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch  thick.  The 
refraction  caused  by  the  thick  wedge  of  liquid  was  corrected  by  the 
wedge  of  glass  which  formed  one  side  of  the  celL  A  little  copper 
hot-air  cupboard,  with  two  opposite  sides  of  easily  removable  plates 
of  glass,  was  used  for  heating  the  wedges  filled  with  liquid.  These 
wedges  were  covered  with  plates  of  glass,  as  far  as  possible  to  pre- 
vent evaporation.  Sunlight  was  used  when  possible,  and  in  many 
cases  when  this  was  impossible  an  argand  gas  burner  was  used,  of 
such  a  construction  that  oxygen  gas  could  be  blown  into  the  flame  to 
increase  the  brilliancy  and  whiteness  of  the  light. 

The  spectra  of  metallic  solutions  were  noticed  as  being  principally 
of  three  kinds :  those  caused  by  the  uninterrupted  transmission  of 
certain  rays,  such  as  the  blue  by  salts  of  copper  and  the  green  by 
nickel ;  those  consisting  of  continuous  spectra  interrupted  by  sharp 
black  bands,  such  as  didymium  and  uranium  salts  yield ;  and  those 
resulting  from  two  groups  of  rays  of  different  refrangibilities,  as  the 
green  and  red  seen  in  chromium  salts,  and  the  blue  and  red  in  cobalt 
compounds.  Such  spectra  are  those  of  dichroic  solutions.  The 
difference  between  monochroic  and  dichroic  solutions  is  easily  shown 
in  the  following  manner,  thus :  when  the  spectrum  of  the  electric  lamp 
is  thrown  on  to  the  screen,  and  a  cell  containing  sulphate  of  copper 
or  nickel  is  interposed,  a  simple  green  band  of  light  appears ;  if,  instead 
of  a  spectroscope  slit,  a  round  disk  is  used,  only  one  image  of  this  is 
seen ;  and  if  the  image  of  the  carbon  points  of  the  electric  lamp  be 
thrown  on  to  the  screen,  when  a  prism  is  interposed  containing 
nickel  solution,  one  image,  and  that  a  green  one,  is  formed.  Taking  a 
dichroic  liquid  such  as  chrome  alum,  we  get  a  spectrum  consisting  of 
red  and  green  rays,  separated  by  a  band  of  darkness ;  a  disk  of  l^ht 
becomes  resolved  into  two,  one  of  a  rich  red  and  the  other  of  a  green 
tint,  both  colours  of  great  beauty ;  where  the  two  disks  overlap  the 
original  colour  of  the  liquid  is  formed. 

If  we  project  the  image  of  the  carbon  points  through  a  hollow 
prism  of  the  liquid,  two  images  are  formed,  one  red,  the  other  gre^n. 
Precisely  the  same  thing  occurs  with  cobalt  chloride,  but  the  two 
colours  are  puiple  and  orange. 
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The  amonnt  of  absorption  of  light  taking  place  in  different  thick- 
nesses of  a  solution  is  easily  obseryed  when  wedge  cells  are  nsed,  and 
it  is  thus  easy  to  ascertain  what  change  will  take  place  on  diluting  the 
liquid,  provided  water  is  without  chemical  action.  Liquids  presenting 
a  wedge-shaped  spectrum  alter  in  colour  on  dilution,  in  the  ratio 
indicated  by  the  relation  of  the  angle  of  the  wedge-shaped  spectrum 
to  that  of  the  wedge  celL  These  solutions,  having  spectra  bounded  by 
perpendicular  straight  lines,  are  only  slightly  affected  by  {dilution. 
Some  crystallized  chromate  of  potash  was  dissolved  in  as  little  water 
as  possible,  forming  a  beautiful  canary  yellow  colour.  This,  when 
diluted  to  12,000  times  the  original  weight  of  the  salt,  was  not 
greatly  altered,  the  change  being  not  in  depth  of  tint  but  in 
brilliimcy.  Permanganate  of  potash  shows  five  black  lines  in  the 
green  portion  of  the  spectrum  when  much  diluted  with  water,  and 
three  of  these  are  perfectly  well  seen  when  looking  through  half  an 
inch  of  liquid  which  contains  only  one  part  of  the  salt  in  118,000 
parts  of  water.  The  loss  of  colour  caused  by  the  dilution  of  ammonio- 
chloride  of  palladium  is  indicated  by  its  wedge-shaped  spectrum,  and 
was  illustrated  by  dissolving  one  grain  weight  of  the  salt  in  water  and 
diluting  the  dark  brown  liquid  till  the  colour  disappears ;  a  pint  and 
a  half  of  water  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  On  repeating  the 
experiment  with  permanganate  of  potash  the  liquid  remained  of  a 
beautiful  pink  colour,  even  after  five  gallons  of  water  had  been  added. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  although  the  first  step  in  practical 
chemistry  is  the  solution  of  a  substance  in  water,  it  has  hitherto  not 
been  ascertained  what  really  takes  place  when  this  operation  is  per- 
formed, consequently  we  are  in  ignorance  of  the  chemical  constitution 
of  the  resulting  liquid.  The  chief  reason  for  undertaking  this 
investigation  was  the  hope  that  this  question,  to  which  very  doubtful 
and  imsatisfiEustory  answers  could  alone  be  given,  might  be  finally 
decided,  and  the  work  recorded  has  been  well  bestowed  on  the  subject 

Most  metallic  salts  form  combinations  witiii  water ;  the  ordinary 
carbonate  of  soda  (washing  soda)  is  the  carbonate  of  the  'metal  united 
with  ten  molecules  of  water,  which  may  be  separated  in  the  form  of 
steam  by  heating  to  100^  C.  It  therefore  contains  not  fiur  from  two- 
thirds  of  its  weight  of  water,  and  many  other  salts  combine  with 
water  in  the  same  way.  Oarbonate  of  soda,  however,J[is  colourless ; 
but  many  coloured  substances  combine  with  different  proportions  of 
water  to  form  compounds  varying  in  colour;  thus  we  see  in  the 
accompanying  tabular  statement  the  variation  between  the  colour  of 
the  anhydrous  salts  and  their  different  combinations  with  water  are 
very  striking.  Many  compounds  do  not  lose  all  their  combined  water 
at  100°  0.,  and  these  salts  are  amongst  the  number. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  the  substances  named  in  the  following  table 
are  those  which  change  colour  most  notably  on  heating  their  solutions, 
hence  a  number  of  conclusions  have.been  arrived  at  as  to  the  internal  or 
molecular  structure  of  these  solutions.  The  spectroscope  itself  would 
be  quite  unavailable  in  giving  us  the  desired  information ;  bat  chemical 
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SUBSTANCES  VABYING  IN  COLOUR, 


Anhydrous. 


CuCl,  Yellow 

CuBr,  Black  and  lostrotis 

CoCl,  Lavender;  bine  when  hot 

CoBr,  Vivid  green 

Col,  Lostrons  intense  blaok 


Gomponnds  prodnoed  tt  100°  C  frooi  ordintiy 


CnCl^-HjO 

CnBr,  '  Bfi    Dark  brown 

CoCl,  «  2H,0  Pnzple;  blue  when  hot 
CoBr,  •  2H,0  Purple;  blue  when  hot 
Col,    -  2H,0  MosB-gxeen 


NiBr,    Yellow (NiBr,-H,0?)    Dark  red    .. 

Nil,      Lustrous  intense  black       ..   '  (Nil,  -  2H,0?)  Dark  brown 


research,  aided  by  the  observation  of  optical  properties,  yields  what 
neither  alone  conld  do. 

A  distinct  statement  regarding  this  action  of  heat  here  follows : 

The  effect  of  Heat  on  Aheorpiion-^pedra. 

When  saturated  solutions  of  coloured  salts  are  heated  to  100°  C, 
1st,  there  are  few  cases  in  which  no  change  is  noticed.  2ndl7,  gene- 
rally the  amount  of  light  transmitted  is  diminished  to  a  smnll  extent 
by  some  of  the  more  refrangible,  the  less  refrangible,  or  both  kinds  of 
rays  being  obstructed.  Srdly,  there  is  fr^uently  a  complete 
difference  in  the  nature  of  the  transmitted  light  Anhydrous  salts 
not  decomposed,  hydrated  compounds  not  dehydrated  at  100°  C,  and 
salts  which  do  not  change  colour  on  dehydration,  give  little  or  no 
alteration  in  their  spectra  when  heated^ 

Solutions  of  hydrated  salts,  and  most  notably  those  of  haloid  com- 
pounds, do  change ;  and  the  alteration  is,  if  not  identical  with,  similar 
to  that  produced  by  dehydration  and  the  action  of  dehydrating  liquids, 
such  as  alcohol,  acids,  and  glycerine,  on  the  salts  in  crystals  or 
solution. 

A  particularly  interesting  instance  of  the  action  of  heat  on  an 
aqueous  solution  is  that  of  cobalt  chloride,  which  gives  a  different 
series  of  dark  bands  in  the  red  part  of  the  spectrum  at  different 
temperatures,  ranging  between  23°  C.  and  73°  C  Band  after  band  of 
shadow  intercepts  the  red  rays  as  the  temperature  rises,  till  finally 
nothing  but  the  blue  are  transmitted.  Drawings  of  six  different 
spectra  of  this  remarkable  nature  have  been  made.  The  changes  are 
most  marked  between  33°  and  53°,  when  the  temperature  may  be  told 
almost  to  a  degree  by  noting  the  appearance  of  the  spectrum.  Though 
to  the  unaided  eye  cobalt  bromide  appears  to  undergo  the  same 
change,  yet,  as  seen  with  the  spectroscope,  it  is  not  of  so  curious  a 
character,  the  bands  being  not  so  numerous. 

With  cobalt  iodide  a  band  of  red  and  green  rays  is  transmitted  at 
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Ordinary  Crystala. 

Colour  of  Solution. 

Strong. 

DUute. 

CuOl,  •  2H5O  Blue GraBS  green    ..      .. 

CuBr,  •  SKfi  Gtolden  green  . .      . .      Bed  brown      . .      . . 

Ck)Cl,  -GHjO   Cherry  red       ..      ..   ,  Deep  red 

CoBr,  •  6H,0    Deep  crimson  ..      ..      Deep  crimson  .. 
Col,     •  6H2O   Du8  ty  red-brown    . .      Dark  brown    . .      . . 

NiBr, -SHgO   Green       Madder  brown 

Nil,     -eHjO   Bluish  green    ..      ..      Yellowish  brown    .. 

Blue. 
Blue. 

Pink. 
Pink, 
Pink. 

Apple  green. 
Apple  green. 

low  temperatures ;  the  band  of  light  moves  towards  the  opposite  end  of 
the  spectmm,  with  rise  of  temperature,  until  it  is  transferred  to  such 
a  position  that  it  consists  of  green  rays  only.  In  this  instance  the 
change  to  the  eye  is  more  striking  when  seen  without  the  spectroscope, 
because  the  mixtures  of  red,  yellow,  and  green  rays,  which  are  formed 
during  the  transition,  give  rise  to  very  beautiful  shades  of  brown  and 
olive  green.  Thus  a  saturated  solution  at  16°  C.  was  of  a  brown 
colour,  at  —  lO'^  C.  it  became  of  a  fiery  red  and  crystals  separated,  at 
+  10°  reddish  brown,  at  20°  the  same,  at  36°  Vandyke  brown,  at  45° 
a  cold  brown  tint  with  a  tinge  of  yellowish  green,  at  56°  a  decidedly 
yellowish  green  in  thin  layers  and  yellow  brown  in  thick,  at  66° 
greenish  brown,  thin  layers  green,  and  at  75°  olive  green.  This  was 
shown  by  heating  a  little  of  the  liquid  in  a  globular  flask  while  it  was 
rapidly  rotated  by  the  hand,  the  liquid  thus  being  spread  in  a  thin 
layer  over  a  large  surface.  An  examination  of  this  cobalt  salt  has 
shown  that  there  are  two  distinct  crystalline  hydrates — the  one,  formed 
at  high  temperatures,  has  the  formula  C0CI22H2O,  and  is  of  a  dark 
green  colour ;  the  other,  which  contains  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
crystalline  water,  CoGIs,6HsO,  is  produced  at  a  low  temperature,  and 
its  colour  is  generally  brewn,  in  cold  weather  inclining  to  red. 

The  formation  of  the  dihydrate  and  the  anhydrous  compound  was 
beautifully  shown  in  the  following  manner:  A  glass  plate,  upon 
which  was  smeared  a  thin  but  even  layer  of  the  cobalt  iodide,  was 
held  in  the  rays  of  the  electric  light  projected  on  to  a  screen.  At 
first  nothing  was  to  be  seen,  but  on  warming  the  plate  a  spot  of 
greenish  yellow  light  appeared,  and  this  spreading  in  every  direction 
showed  itself  to  be  a  mass  of  green  crystals ;  the  application  of  a  little 
more  heat  soon  converted  these  into  the  black  anhydrous  compound. 

In  the  case  of  didymium  nitrate  a  new  line  was  seen  to  come  into 
existence.  The  instances  of  the  third  kind  were  frequently  so  altered 
by  heat,  that  the  less  refrangible  group  of  rays  was  extinguished 
partially,  if  not  entirely.  Cobalt  and  chromium  compounds  furnish 
examples  of  this. 
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The  f oimation  of  difTerent  hydrates  of  the  same  salt,  each  of  which 
has  its  characteristio  colour,  is  very  strikingly  shown  with  bromide 
and  iodide  of  cobalt ;  thus  a  sketch  of  sea  and  sky  is  made  with  the 
former,  the  liquid  is  pink,  and  not  strong  in  colour,  so  that  yery  little 
is  seen  until  the  paper  be  warmed,  when  the  most  beautiful  azure 
tints  appear.  If  carefully  managed,  the  green  anhydrous  compound 
may  be  produced,,  and  so  give  a  greenish  tinge  to  the  sea.  The  red 
hexahydrate  of  cobalt  bromide  is  first  converted  into  the  blue  di- 
hydrate,  and  then  into  the  green  anhydrous  compound.  But  an 
infinitely  more  astonishing  change  is  that  produced  by  warming  a 
sketch  of  foliage  and  water  made  with  the  iodide  and  bromide  of 
cobalt.  It  has  the  appearance  of  a  warm-tinted  sepia  drawing,  which 
gives  the  foliage  quite  an  autumnal  appearance.  On  warming,  the 
blue  of  the  sky  and  water,  together  with  exquisite  green  tints  in  the 
foliage,  appear.  By  varying  the  quantity  of  the  cobalt  iodide  put  on 
with  the  brush,  colours  varying  between  the  most  delicate  green  of 
spring-time,  the  full'  richness  of  summer,  and  all  kinds  of  greenish 
brown  autumnal  tints,  even  black,  may  be  produced.  The  atmospheric 
moisture  re-forms  the  original  hexahydrated  salts,  and  the  colours 
disappear  when  the  paper  gets  cold  again.  Two  sketches  of  this  kind 
were  exhibited  which  resumed  their  original  brown  colour  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour. 

It  has  been  suggested,  even  quite  lately,  that  when  a  salt  snch  as 
a  chloride  is  dissolved  in  water,  it  is  resolved  into  a  hjdrochlorate  of 
a  metallic  oxide,  and  that  hydrated  chlorides  are  always  compounds 
of  this  kind.  Hence,  when  cobalt  chloride  is  dissolved  in  water, 
change  from  pink  to  blue  might  be  owing  to  the  alteration  in  the 
dissolved  compound,  from  a  hydrochlorate  of  cobalt  oxide  to  a  cobalt 
chloride. 

The  first  step  to  be  taken  is  the  refutation  of  this.  When  a 
solution  of  cobalt  chloride,  bromide,  or  iodide  is  dissolved  in  water,  and 
cold  alkali,  such  as  potash  or  soda  added,  the  precipitate  formed  is 
not,  as  one  would  expect,  a  hydrate  or  an  oxide,  but  an  oxy-chloride, 
oxy-bromide,  or  oxy-iodide,  showing  that  in  solution  the  halogen  is 
still  combined  with  the  metal,  and  is  only  partially  removed  by  the 
more  powerful  base.  Similar  basic  compounds  are  formed  by  pre- 
cipitating other  cobalt  solutions,  such  as  nitrate. 

Equations  I.  and  II.  illustrate  the  supposed  and  possible  decom- 
posing action  of  water  on  cobalt  chloride,  while  III.  and  lY.show  the 
reactions  with  alkali  which  would  consequently  take  place ;  but  as 
these  latter  do  not  represent  the  truth,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the 
former  are  incorrect. 

I.    CoOlg  +  H,0  =  CoO-2HCl. 
n.    OoOl,  +  H,0  =  CoO  +  2H01. 

III.  CoO-2H01  +  2KH0  =  CoOH,0  +  2Ka  +  H,0. 

IV,  CoO  +  2Ha  +  2KH0  =  CoO  +  2KC1  +  2H,0. 

I.  Hence  we  may  conclude  that  when  a  salt  is  dissolved  in  water 
it  is  not  decomposed  into  a  mixture  of  an  oxide  and  an  acid,  nor  does 
a  compound  of  the  oxide  with  the  acid  result. 
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II.  When  a  salt  is  dissolyed  in  water  it  does  not  necessarily  attain 
its  maximum  state  of  hydration. 

This  was  long  ago  snspected  by  Dr.  Gladstone,  who,  experimenting 
with  cupric  chloride,  found  that  a  saturated  solution  of  a  deep  green 
colour  became  blue  on  the  addition  of  water,  and  this  blue  became 
green  again  upon  heating.  Furthermore,  the  blue  liquid  could  be 
turned  to  green  by  the  addition  of  strong  hydrochloric  acid.  These 
facts  of  course  have  been  corroborated  by  spectroscopic  observations, 
and  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  others  in  support  of  this.  Thus  the 
following  saturated  solutions  change  colour  when  diluted  with  from 
four  to  seven  times  their  bulk  of  water : 


S&taraied  Solution. 


Guprio  chloride 
„      bromide 

Nickel        „ 
,,      iodide . . 


Colour. 


Grass  greeD 
Deep  red-brown 
Dark  madder  brown 
Yellowish  brown    . . 


Dilute  Solution— Colour. 

Bine. 

Yellowish  green  to  azure  blue. 
„  apple  green. 


As  illustrations  two  cylinders  were  taken,  one  containing  cupric 
chloride,  the  other  cupric  bromide ;  the  former  grass  green,  and  the 
latter  deep  brown.  The  colours  were  shown  by  swillmg  the  liquid 
round  the  sides  of  the  vessels ;  on  dilution  with  about  a  quart  of  water 
clear  azure  blue  liquids  were  produced. 

A  still  more  striking  example  is  that  of  the  cobalt  iodide  solution, 
which  is  formed  by  allowing  tiie  dihydrate,  or  the  anhydrous  salt  to 
deliquesce;  it  is  of  a  deep  green,  and  on  dilution  to  a  very  small 
extent  becomes  red. 

Regnauld  and  also  Person  have  shown  that  on  diluting  a  saturated 
solution  of  a  salt,  as  a  rule  there  is  an  absorption  of  heat.  The  latter 
calls  this  the  latent  heat  of  dilution.  The  former  noticed  one  or  two 
cases  in  which  heat  was  evolved  on  dilution.  There  is  every  like- 
lihood that  this  phenomenon  is  due  to  the  formation  of  a  liquid 
hydrate.  It  is  impossible  of  belief  that  accompanying  such  a  circimi- 
stance  there  should  be  no  measurable  development  of  heat ;  and 
these  experiments  have  proved  that  in  all  cases  when  the  change  c»f 
colour  consequent  on  dilution  is  great,  the  heat  disengaged  is  very 
considerable.  On  diluting  a  solution  of  cobalt  iodide  till  the 
red  colour  appears,  the  thermal  effect  not  only  registers  several 
degrees  on  an  ordinary  thermometer,  but  it  may  be  perceived  by  the 
hand.  . 

The  author  has  not  yet  completed  any  exact  thermal  measurements 
bearing  on  this  matter,  though  some  experiments  have  been  made  in 
this  direction. 

III.  When  a  hydrated  salt  is  dissolved  in  water  to  form  a  saturated 
solution  at  the  ordinary  temperature  its  crystalline  molecule  remains 
chemically  intact,  except  in  certain  exceptional  cases,  when  it  appears 
to  lose  water. 

2  L  2 
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The  evideuoe  bearing  on  this  consists  of  the  fact  that  most  solu- 
tions of  hydrated  salt,  if  saturated,  are  of  the  same  oolonr  as  the  solid 
compound ;  though  in  the  state  of  dilute  solutions  on  the  one  hand,  or 
of  partial  dehydration  on  the  other,  the  colour  may  differ  widely  from 
this.  In  support  of  this  we  have  the  case  of  cobalt  chloride  and 
cobalt  iodide,  more  especially  the  formation  and  behaviour  of  the 
green  solution  of  the  dihydrate  of  the  latter  salt.  The  molecule  of 
the  salt  is  neither  hydrated  nor  dehydrated  on  solution,  otherwise 
such  salts  as  those  named  would  change  colour. 

An  exceptional  phenomenon  is  marked  when  cupric  chloride, 
cupric  bromide,  nickel  bromide,  and  nickel  iodide  are  dissolved  in 
water  to  saturation.  Cupric  chloride  is  a  blue  salt  not  deliquescent 
or  liable  to  absorb  water  from  the  air,  but  rather  efflorescent,  i.  e.  apt 
to  part  with  its  water  of  crystallization ;  hence,  when  the  blue  crystals 
are  dissolved  in  water  they  form  a  deep  green  liquid,  which  on  dilution 
becomes  azure  blue,  this  azure  blue  solution  by  heating  again  becomes 
green.  The  remaining  salts  are  of  a  yellowish  green  tint,  but  on  dis- 
solving in  as  little  cold  water  as  possible  they  give  intensely  coloured 
brown  liquids.  Cupric  bromide  crystals  effloresce,  losing  10  per  cent 
of  water,  and  becoming  very  dark  brown,  nearly  as  possible  black  in 
colour  even  in  ordinary  air,  but  in  presence  of  moisture  they  are 
deliquescent. 

Solution  facilitates  chemical  change.  Hence,  when  green  cupric 
bromide  crystals  are  dissolved  in  water  the  chemical  attraction  which 
binds  the  one  molecule  of  metallic  bromide  to  the  five  molecules  of 
water  of  crystallization  is  so  weakened  that  the  cohesive  attraction 
of  the  mass  of  the  solvent  water  overcomes  the  chemical  attraction  of 
the  crystalline  water,  and  the  resulting  liquid  is  brown.  When  more 
water,  however,  is  added  a  reversion  of  this  action  takes  place,  and 
the  brown  solution  becomes  green  or  blue. 

IV.  When  a  salt  forms  two  distinct  crystalline  hydrates,  A  and  B, 
at  temperatures  below  100°  C,  a  saturated  solution  of  A  will,  on 
heating  to  100"^,  become  a  solution  of  B ;  at  intermediate  temperatures, 
a  mixture  of  these  two  compounds. 

This  is  inferred  from  the  similarity  in  change  of  colour  of  a  saline 
solution  to  the  change  of  colour  in  the  solid  when  heated.  Bromide 
and  chloride  of  copper,  and,  above  all,  iodide  of  cobalt,  exhibit  such 
changes. 

The  behaviour  of  this  latter  salt,  which  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, cannot  possibly  be  explained  except  by  the  assumption  that 
the  hexahydrate,  Col2,6H20,  exists  in  the  brown  solution,  and  the 
dihydrate,  Col2,2H«0,  in  the  green  liquid  produced  from  this  by 
heat.  The  action  of  heat  on  cobalt  chloride  is  not  so  well  defined ; 
that  it  is  caused  by  dehydration  we  are  certain,  but  whether  the  com- 
pound in  solution  is  the  dihydrate  or  the  aidiydrous  chloride  is  * 
matter  undetermined.  It  is  not  at  all  imlikely  that  the  blue  prodnoed 
by  alcohol  is  due  to  the  formation  of  an  alcoholate,  for  the  spectrnm, 
though  very  similar,  is  not  quite  identical  with  that  of  the  hot  aqneon5 
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solution.  An  experiment  made  on  the  hoxahydrate  was  incidentally 
confirmatory  of  the  action  of  water  on  the  cupric  chloride  and 
bromide.  When  this  salt  was  dissolved  nearly  to  saturation  in  abso- 
lute alcohol  the  liquid  had  the  usual  magnificent  blue  colour ;  it  was 
put  aside  under  a  bell-glass  for  crystals  to  separate,  these  appeared  at 
the  bottom  of  the  deep  blue  liquid  to  be  sJso  of  the  same  colour. 
When  removed,  however,  and  pressed  between  folds  of  paper, 
they  had  precisely  the  same  composition  and  red  colour  as  the 
original  salt.  Hence,  though  water  could  not  on  solution  remove  the 
water  of  crystallization  from  the  salt,  yet  alcohol  could  do  this,  but 
on  crystallization  the  original  crystalline  hydrate  was  formed,  as  is 
the  case  with  cupric  chloride  and  bromide. 

V.  The  effect  of  heat  on  what  are  called  the  purple  chromium 
solutions  is  not  traced  to  dehydration,  but  to  a  distinct  chemical 
reaction  which  yields  a  distinct  class  of  compounds. 

The  violet  or  purple  compounds  of  chromium  have  the  general 
formula  Cr'^Es'^HgO,  or  Cr2"'K''8'a;HaO  ;  when  solutions  of  these  in 
water  are  heated  to  100^  C.  there  is  formed  a  class  of  substances 
which  may  be  written  thus,  Og^'OR*  •  a;^0,  and  Cr2"'OK"2-a;H,0,  or 
the  first  compounds  may  be  said  to  contain  the  metal  Ct'"  as  the  base 
of  the  compound,  while  the  second  contain  the  radical  Crg'^'O.  This 
radical  I  would  propose  to  call  chromyl,  just  as  UrO  is  called  uranyl. 
And  it  may  then  be  stated,  that  while  the  purple  compounds  are  salts 
of  chromium,  the  green  are  salts  of  chromyl. 

This  conclusion  is  derived  more  from  the  chemical  behaviour 
of  these  solutions  than  from  their  optical  properties.  Thus  green 
solutions  having  the  same  spectrum  may  be  produced  from  the 
sulphate  or  nitrate — (1)  by  boiling  a  solution  of  the  purple  salt; 
(2^  by  dissolving  an  excess  of  chromic  hydrate  in  the  purple  solution ; 
(3)  by  neutralizing  with  an  alkali  one-third  of  the  acid  in  a  solution 
of  the  blue  salts.  50!!  of  a  boiled  solution  containing  half  a  gramme 
of  the  sulphate  or  nitrate  of  chromium  will  not  give  a  precipitate  if 
boiled  with  two  or  three  litres  of  water ;  but  when  one-third  of  the 
acid  present  has  been  previously  neutralized,  or  when  an  excess  of 
chromic  hydrate  is  dissolved  in  the  blue  solution,  a  basic  salt  is 
thrown  down  on  boiling  with  much  water.  This  is  exactly  the 
behaviour  characteristic  of  a  salt  described  by  Schrotter,  to  which  he 
assigns  the  formula  Crg08'2S08,  or  which  may  be  written  Cr«0'2S04. 
Loewel  describes  a  similar  chloride,  which  is  formed  at  100°  C; 
this  he  writes  thus,  Cr^Og  *  4HG1,  and  the  formula  may  be  modified  in 
the  following  manner,  CraO-Cl|'2HaO.  The  modification  has  the  follow- 
ing recommendation — that  it  explains  the  decomposition  of  the  sub- 
stance when  heated  to  a  high  temperature,  which  Lcewel's  formula  does 
not.  At  or  about  300°  C.  tibe  compound  is  resolved  into  a  mixture 
of  the  anhydrous  violet  compound  of  chromium  and  chlorine,  CrCls 
or  CrgCl«,  and  the  anhydrous  green  oxide,  CrgOg ;  if  the  original  salt 
were  a  combination  simply  of  hydrochloric  acid  with  chromic  oxide, 
heating  would  drive  off  the  volatile  acid  and  leave  the  oxide  only,  bnt 
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the  actual  change  indicates  that  the  chromium  and  chlorine  are  in 
direct  combination. 

Having  thus  brought  forward  a  new,  if  limited,  application  of 
spectrum  analysis  to  chemical  research,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add 
that  the  field  of  inquiry  thus  commenced  is  by  no  means  exhausted. 
It  has  long  been  the  writer's  intention  to  add  new  facts  to  the  study 
of  organic  chemistry  by  examining  the  invisible  photographic  spectn 
of  colourless  carbon  compounds,  but  one  pair  of  hands  in  the  leisure 
hours  of  a  not  too  long  vacation  cannot  keep  pace  with  one's  ideas. 

[W.  N.  H.] 
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ANNUAL  MEETING, 

Satnrday,  May  1, 1875. 

Wabbsn  Db  la  Bus,  Esq.  D.G.L.  FJBS.  Yioe-Piesident, 
in  the  OLair. 

The  Annual  Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Visitors  for  the  year  1874, 
testifying  to  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Institution  and  its  effi- 
cient management,  was  read  and  adopted. 

Sixty-four  new  Members  were  elected  in  1874. 

Sixty-two  Lectures  and  Nineteen  Evening  Discourses  were  de- 
livered in  1874. 

The  Books  and  Pamphlets  presented  in  1874  amounted  to  about 
213  volumes,  making,  with  thosepurchased  by  the  Managers,  a  total 
of  347   volumes 
periodicals. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  to 
the  Committees  of  Managers  and  Visitors,  and  to  the  Professors,  for 
their  services  to  the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  Grentlemen  were  unanimously  elected  as  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year : — 

President — The  Duke  of  Northumberland,  D.CX. 

Tbeasubeb— George  Busk,  Esq.  F.B.C.S.  FJR.S. 

Secbetabt — Willmm  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  MJl.  LL J).  Treas.B.S. 


added  to  the  Library  in  the  year,  exclusive  of 


Manaoebs. 

William  Bowman,  Esq.  F.R.S. 
Adm.  Sir  Henry  John  Codrington,  K.C.B. 
Warren  De  la  Rue,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S. 
The    Duke  of   Devonshire,   K.G.  F.R.S. 

Chanc.  Univ.  Camb. 
Sir  T.  Frederick  Elliot,  K.C.M.a 
Francis  Gallon,  Esq.  F.R.S. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Robert  Grove,  M.A. 

F.R.S.  Just.  C.P. 
Ciesar  H.  Hawkins,  Esq.  F.R.S. 
Alfred  Latham,  Esq. 
The  Lord  Josceline  W.  Percy. 
.  William  Pole,  Esq.  M.A.  F.R.S. 
The  Lord  Rayleigh,  MA.  F.R.S. 
The  Lord  Arthur  Russell,  M.P. 
C.  William  Siemens,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S. 
Sir  Charles    Wheatstone,  D.C.L.   LL.D. 

F.R.S. 


YlSITOBS. 

John  Derby  Allcroft,  Esq. 

John  R.  Andrews,  Esq. 

John  Charles  Burgoyne,  Esq. 

Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  Bart. 

Alexander  John  Ellis,  Esq.  FJLS. 

Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  Esq. 

Richard  Liebreich,  M.D.  M.R.C.S. 

William  Longman,  Esq.  M.A. 

A.  G.  Brisbane  Keill,  MJ>. 

John  Rae,  M.D.  LL.D. 

The  Rev.  Arthur  Rigg,  UJl, 

John  Bell  Sedgwick,  Esq. 

James  Spedding,  Esq. 

George  Andrew  Spottiswoode,  Esq. 

The  Hon.  John  Gage  Prendergast  Vereker. 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  May  8, 1875. 

Gbobgs  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

The    following    Vice-Presidents    for    the    ensning     year    were 
announced : 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  K.G. 

Waiiam  Pole,  Esq.  M.A.  F.R.8. 

C.  William  Siemens,  Esq.  D.C.L.  F.R.S. 

George  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer. 

William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.  LL.D.  F.R.S.  Secretary. 


George  Critchett,  Esq.  F.R.O.S. 

Constantino  lonides,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Joshua, 

Henry  Joslin,  Esq. 

The  Right  Rev.  Charles  Perry,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Melboame, 

Lieut.-CoL  George  Frederick  Whitelocke, 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Royal  Listitution. 

John  Ttndall,  Esq.  D.C.L.  LL.D.  F.R.S. 
was  re-elected  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy. 

The  Pbbsknts  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FBOU 

The  Secretary  of  Slate  for  India — iDdian  Trigonometrical  Survey  Synopsia, 

Vols.  n.  and  III.    4to.     1874. 
DiredoT'General  of  the  Geohgieal  Survey— WhqtoX  Statiatioa  for  1872  and  1873. 
8vo.    1873-4. 
Memoirs.    2  Parts.    8vo.    1873. 
Geological  Survey  of  ihdia—Memoirs,  Vol.  X.  Part  2 ;  Vol.  XI.  Part  1.    8vo. 
1873-4. 
Records,  Vol.  Vn.     8vo.    1874. 
PalflBontologia  Indica,  Ser.  X.  1.    fol.    1874. 
AgriciUtural  Society  of  England,  Boyal — Journal,  Second  Series,  Vol.  XI.  Part  I. 

Index  to  Second  Series,  Vols.  I.-X.    8vo.    1875. 
Aebronomieal  Society^  ^oyaZ---Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXV.  No.  5.    8vo.     1875. 
Ckaciet,  TT.  C.  Esq,— Dr.  J.  F.  Churchill ;  CJonsumption  and  Tuberculoeis :  their 
Treatment  by  the  Hyposulphites.    8vo.    1875. 
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Chemical  iSbo/efy— Jouraal  for  April,  1875.    8vo. 

Clarkfty  Hydey  Esq.  (the  Author}— Reae&TcheB  in  Pre-historio  and  Proto-historio 

Comparative  Philology,  Mythology,  and  ArchsBolosry.     8vo.    1875. 
Dudgeon,  P.  Esq.  (the  -itrfAor)— Historical  Notes  on  the  Oconrrenoe  of  Gold  in 

the  South  of  Scotland.    (M  9)    4to.     1875. 
Editors — American  Jonmal  of  Science  for  March  and  April,  1875.    8vo. 
Athenieum  for  April,  1875.    4to. 
Chemical  News  for  April,  1875.    4to. 
Engineer  for  April,  1875.    fol. 
Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  April,  1875.    fol. 
Nature  for  April,  1875.    4to. 
Nautical  Magazine  for  April,  1875.    8vo. 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  April,  1 875.     8vo. 
Practical  Magazine  for  April,  1875.    4to. 
Telegraph  Journal  for  April,  1875.    8vo. 
Franklin  /nrftYtite— Journal,  No.  590.    8vo.     1875. 
Geoaraphical  Society,  BoyaZ— Proceedings,  Vol.  XIX.  No.  3.    8vo.    1875. 
Geological  Institute^  Imperial,  Vienna — Verhandlungen,  1874.    No.  16.    8vo. 

Jahrbuoh,  1874.    No.  4.    8vo. 
Linnean  Society — Journal,  No.  79.    8vo.     1875. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  7, 1876. 

Gbobgs  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Profsssob  a.  Cobnu, 

FBOFBB80R  AT  THK  FOLTTBGHiriC  SCHOOL,  AKD  OOUSCILLOE  OF  THS  FABB  OBSSETAIOKT, 

On  New  Determinations  of  the  Velocity  of  Light, 

Thb  old  philosophers  and  astronomers,  until  Gftlileo,  thought  that 
the  propagation  of  light  was  instantaneous. 

Astronomical  Determination  of  the  Velocity  of  Light. — BcBmer,  a 
Danish  astronomer,  called  to  the  Paris  Observatory  by  the  iUastrious 
Picard,  after  haying  computed  from  some  old  observationB  the  edipse 
times  of  Jupiter's  satellites,  found  great  discrepancies  between  the 
calculated  and  observed  times:  the  eclipses  appear  too  soon  when 
Jupiter  approaches  the  earth  and  too  late  when  it  goes  away.  BoBmer 
ascribed  these  differences  to  the  time  necessary  for  the  propagation  of 
light,  and  concluded  from  his  observations  that  light  requires  about 
eight  minutes  to  come  from  the  sun  to  the  earth. 

Bradley,  one  of  the  most  illustrious  English  astronomers,  seeking 
to  put  in  evidence  certain  small  annual  motions  of  the  stars  caused  by 
the  displacement  of  the  earth  in  space  (annual  parallax),  found  sadi 
a  motion,  but  quite  different  from  the  expected  one.  The  apparent 
deflection  of  the  direction  of  a  star — for  instance,  y  Draconis,  near  the 
pole  of  the  ecliptic — instead  of  being  at  every  moment  directed,  as 
expected,  towards  the  centre  of  the  terrestrial  orbit  (the  sun),  is 
directed  at  a  right  angle.  The  greatest  elongation  (called  aberration) 
rises  to  40*  7"  from  six  to  six  months.  Bradley,  after  many  attempts, 
ascribed  this  effect  to  the  composition  of  the  vdlocity  of  light  with  the 
velocity  of  the  elliptic  motion  of  the  earth  (1728). 

From  those  observations,  and  from  the  approximate  knowledge  of 
the  distance  from  the  sun  to  the  earth,  the  velocity  of  light  was  found 
equal  to  about  200,000  English  miles  in  a  secondy  in  other  terms,  we 
million  times  the  velocity  of  sound. 

Direct  Determinations  of  the  Velocity  of  Light  were  for  a  long 
time  considered  as  impossible,  owing  to  the  enormous  value  of  this 
velocity.  The  first  solution  was  given  by  M.  Fizeau  (1849)  by  the 
method  of  the  toothed  wheel. 

Induced  by  some  considerations  analogous  to  the  celebrated  aeus 
theory  of  Newton,  M.  Fizeau,  one  of  the  most  illustrious  members 
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of  the  Paris  Academy,  and  recently  elected  Honorary  Member  of  the 
Hoyal  Society,  succeeded  in  rendering  perceptible  and  even  measurable 
the  duration  of  the  propagation  of  light  for  a  distance  of  a  few  miles. 

The  principle  of  the  method  is  the  following : 

A  beam  of  light  passes  through  the  interval  between  two  teeth  of 
a  rotative  toothed  wheel  (roue  dentSe) :  this  beam  is  reflected  on  a 
mirror  fixed  some  miles  distant,  comes  back  exactly  on  the  same  line, 
and  passes  again  through  the  same  interval  as  before.  An  observer 
can  receive  this  beam  :  he  will  see  a  luminous  point,  a  luminous  echoy 
through  each  hollow  between  two  teeth :  if  the  wheel  revolves  with 
an  increasing  speed  the  luminous  impression  will  first  become  con- 
tinuous. The  wheel  will  soon  revolve  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  turn 
a  small  angle  during  the  time  necessary  for  the  beam  of  light  to  go 
and  come  ^k  again.  The  angular  velocity  can  be  so  regulated  that 
the  solid  part  of  a  tooth  is  substituted  for  the  hollow  part  during  this 
time;  then,  on  coming  back,  the  beam  wiU  be  obstructed  by  the 
wheel.  The  same  obstruction  will  take  place  at  each  tooth,  and  the 
luminous  echo  will  disappear. 

If  the  velocity  of  the  wheel  be  doubled,  the  luminous  point  will 
appear  again,  because  the  reflected  beams  will  meet  with  the  following 
hollow  and  pass  through.  With  a  triple  velocity  a  new  extinction  will 
take  place,  as  before. 

The  following  apparatus  is  necessary  to  produce  the  exact  re- 
flexion of  the  becon : — At  each  station  a  telescope  is  directed  to  aim 
at  the  centre  of  the  object-glass  of  the  opposite  station.  The  beam  of 
light  is  sent  through  ihe  first  telescope :  the  pencil  of  rays,  rendered 
nearly  parallel,  is  received  by  the  second  and  concentrated  in  its  focus, 
and  there  reflected  by  a  small  mirror.  After  reflexion,  the  rays  follow 
exactly  the  same  path,  and  come  back  at  the  very  point  they  start 
from.  The  observer  can  receive  these  return  rays  without  being 
blinded  by  the  source  of  light,  by  interposition  of  a  piece  of  transparent 
glass,  which  reflects  a  good  part  of  these  return  rays, 

M,  Fizeau's  Experiment  (between  Suresne  and  Montmartre)  was 
made  to  prove  that  it  was  possible,  not  only  to  establish  the  duration 
of  the  propagation  of  light,  but  iJso  to  measure  its  velocity  without 
the  intervention  of  astronomical  phenomena.  The  distance  of  the 
stations  was  8633"°,  about  5^  English  miles.  The  number  found  by 
M.  Fizeau  agreed  sufficiently  witi^  the  astronomical  result  to  give  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  exactness  of  the  method,  when  applied  under 
fur  conditions.  A  new  experiment  was  arranged  with  Arago  in  the 
Paris  Observatory,  but  Arago's  death  prevented  the  execution  of  this 
design. 

Professor  Comu's  Besearches. — First  experiments  were  made 
between  the  Polytechnic  School  in  Paris  and  Mont  Yalerien. 
(Distance,  10310",  about  6^  English  miles.) 

His  researches  were  conducted  with  a  view  to  improve  the  method 
of  the  toothed  wheel,  in  order  to  obtain  the  greatest  exactness.    The 
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chief  difficulty  for  the  practical  application  of  this  inethod  is  to 
measure  the  angtdar  motion  or  velocity  of  the  wheel,  to  which  iht 
velocity  of  light  is  directly  compared.  The  simplest  means  would 
have  been,  as  in  M.  Fizeau's  experiment,  to  give  an  uniform  motion  to 
the  wheel ;  but  such  a  motion  is  practically  impossible  to  obtain,  so 
it  was  necessary  to  find  another  mode  of  measure.  The  principle  of 
the  new  improvement  was  the  use  of  an  electrical  registering  c^ffparatus, 
to  register  the  continuous  increase  of  motion  of  the  wheeL  With  that 
arrangement  an  exact  uniform  motion  is  no  longer  necessary,  the 
observer  being  able  by  a  peculiar  electric  signal  to  point  out  the 
instant  at  which  the  right  velocity  is  obtained. 

The  second  improvement,  and  one  very  important  for  the  exactness 
of  the  method,  is  the  substitution  of  a  pair  of  observations  of  the 
return  rays,  when  reduced  to  a  determined  feeble  intensity,  for  the 
single  observation  of  a  total  extinction. 

These  improvements,  experimentally  tried  in  1872,  gave  the 
velocity  of  light  as  298,000  kilometres  per  second.  The  probable 
error  does  not  rise  to  1  per  cent. 

Professor  Comu's  New  Determination  was  made  between  the  Paris 
Observatory  and  the  tower  of  Montlh6ry.  (Distance,  22910*,  about 
14^  English  miles.) 

A  direct  determination  of  the  velocity  of  light  was  ordered  at  the 
beginning  of  1874  by  the  Council  of  the  Paris  Observatory,  on  the 
proposal  of  M.  Le  Verrier,  Director,  and  of  M.  Fizeau,  Councillor. 
The  best  conditions  were  chosen  for  the  optical  and  mechanical 
apparatus,  and  the  stations  were  placed  at  an  increased  distance. 
One  was  erected  upon  the  higher  terrace  of  the  Observatory,  and 
supplied  with  a  telescope  of  0'38"  (1^  foot)  aperture,  and  9"  (30  feet) 
focal  length.  The  telescope  and  the  remainder  of  the  apparatos 
(toothed  wheel,  registering  cylinder,  clocks,  &c.)  were  sheltered  under 
a  large  cabin  constructed  on  purpose.  The  opposite  station  was 
erected  on  the  top  of  the  tower  of  Montlhery ;  it  contains  only  » 
reflexion  telescope  sheltered  by  a  cast-iron  tube. 

The  experiments  were  made  in  the  summer  of  1874.  The  average 
of  508  pairs  of  observations  gave  the  velocity  as  300,400  kilometres  in 
a  second  of  mean  time.  The  probable  error  appears  not  to  exceed 
one-thousandth. 

Second  Solution  for  Direct  Measurement  of  the  Velocity  of  Light 
was  obtained  by  the  method  of  the  revolving  mirror  (1850) ;  based  on 
the  use  of  it  by  Sir  Charles  Wheatstone  in  his  beautiful  researches  on 
the  Velocity  of  Electricity  (1834).  Arago,  after  an  enthusiafitic 
account  of  these  researches  before  the  Paris  Academy,  showed  how 
the  new  apparatus  might  be  adapted  to  solve  some  most  important 
problems  of  optics  (1838),  and  specially  to  decide  between  the 
emission  and  the  undulatory  theory  of  light  He  gave  (April,  1850) 
a  full  description  of  his  own  attempts  on  the  subject,  but  he  wa^  tlo^ 
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able,  throngh  failing  eyesight,  to  fulfil  his  design.  Some  days  after, 
the  complete  solution  of  the  problem  was  brought  before  the  Academy 
simultaneously  by  Foucault  and  by  MM.  Fizeau  and  Breguet. 
Foucault,  in  the  year  1865,  improved  in  several  points  the  revolving 
mirror  method,  and  obtained  a  direct  determination  of  the  velocity  of 
light  (298,000  kilometres). 

The  principle  of  the  experiment  is  as  follows  : — 
A  beam  of  light  reflected  on  a  revolving  mirror  is  normally 
reflected  by  a  fixed  concave  mirror,  and  comes  back  again  on  the 
evolving  one:  daring  the  time  of  the  propagation  of  light  from  the 
first  mirror  to  the  second  and  back,  the  revolving  mirror  has  suffered 
a  littlo  angular  motion;  the  new  reflexion  on  it  produces  a  small 
deflection  on  the  return  beam;  from  that  deflection  the  velocity  of 
light  can  be  computed. 

This  method  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  curious,  but  the  deflec- 
tions are  so  small  and  the  march  of  the  rays  takes  place  in  such 
extraordinary  circumstances  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  degree 
of  approximation  of  the  result. 

Physical  Importance  of  the  Direct  Determination  of  the  Velocity  of 
Light, — The  importance  of  the  result  is  perhaps  greater  for  those 
physicists  who  occupy  themselves  with  electricity  than  for  those  who 
work  on  optics.  The  beautiful  experiments  and  theories  of  Prof. 
Maxwell,  Sir  William  Thomson,  <&c.,  so  clearly  expounded  by  the 
British  Association  Electrical  Standard  Committee,  have  shown  that 
the  velocity  of  light  is  a  coefficient  common  to  the  undulatory  waves, 
and  to  the  mode  of  •  motion  which  is  called  electricity.  Several 
determinations,  but  purely  electrical  ones,  have  been  made  in  England 
of  that  coefficient,  and  the  results  agree  as  well  as  possible,  in  that 
delicate  matter,  with  the  above-given  value. 

Astronomical  Importance  of  the  same  Determination, — The  numbers 
measuring  the  phenomena  discovered  by  Boemer  and  Bradley,  combined 
with  the  approached  distance  of  the  sun  to  the  earth,  have  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago  furnished  an  approximate  value  of  the  velocity  of 
light.  Now  the  progress  of  science  requires  an  inverse  march ;  the 
exact  value  of  the  velocity  of  light  permits,  by  the  inverted  calculus, 
the  computation  of  the  mean  distance  of  the  sun  or  the  sun*s  parallax, 
that  is  to  say,  the  same  element  which  is  directly  given  by  the 
transit  of  Venus.  Professor  Cornu's  lost  result,  combined  with 
Delambre's  equation  of  light  (deduced  from  more  than  a  thousand 
observations  of  eclipses  of  Jupiter's  satellites)  or  of  Bradley's 
aberration  value,  which  seems  one  of  the  best  determined  number, 
agree  exactly  with  the  result  obtained  by  M.  Le  Verrier  in  his 
researches  on  planetary  perturbations,  and  with  the  already  known 
results  of  the  last  transit  of  Venus  observations. 

[A.  C] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  14,  1875. 

Gborgb  Busk,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Treasurer  and  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

John  Eyans,  Esq.  FJI.S.  F.S.A.  Pbbs.  G.S.  Pres.  Nuh.  Soo. 

The  Coinage  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  and  Natural  Selection. 

Thb  speaker  began  by  saying  that  he  feared  that  the  title  of  the 
discourse  might  not  at  the  outset  appear  to  have  that  coherence 
between  its  two  parts  which  is  so  desirable  in  the  foundation  on 
which  a  lecturer  has  to  build.  He  hoped,  however,  that  even  by  itself 
a  slight  sketch  of  the  native  coinage  of  this  country,  struck  at  a 
period  when  it  had  not  as  yet  been  brought  under  the  Roman  yoke, 
might  not  be  without  interest.  If  in  addition  he  should  be  able  to 
show  that  the  succession  of  the  types  of  the  coins  followed  certain 
laws,  to  a  great  extent  analogous  witii  those  by  which  the  evolution  of 
successive  forms  of  organic  life  appear  to  be  governed,  the  two 
subjects  would  no  longer  seem  to  be  incongruous.  Should  he  go  on 
to  show  that  a  recognition  of  the  successive  stages  of  development  in 
the  coinage  was  absolutely  necessary  for  its  being  properly  under- 
stood, and  for  placing  the  various  coins  in  even  approximately  jchrono- 
logical  order,  it  would  be  seen  that  instead  of  a  want  of  coherence 
there  was,  in  fact,  an  intimate  connection  between  the  two  portions  of 
the  subject. 

Coins  are  excellent  indicisB  of  the  state  of  civilization  of  any 
country.  They  exhibit  the  condition  of  the  arts,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  production  of  metals  and  metallurgy,  and  the  skill  of 
the  engravers.  They  also  illustrate  the  amount  of  commerce  as  dis- 
tinct from  barter,  for  the  more  numerous  the  denominations  of  the 
coins,  the  greater  must  have  been  the  demand  for  them  for  the  daily 
necessities  of  life ;  while  their  values  and  proportions,  as  compared 
with  those  of  neighbouring  countries,  and  the  character  of  the  types 
upon  them,  may  illustrate  the  relations  of  a  country  to  those  around 
it.  The  devices  on  the  coins  also  frequently  serve  to  throw  a  light 
on  the  history  and  mythology  of  the  countries  in  which  they  were 
struck. 

Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  coinage  of  ancient  Britain,  it 
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was  thought  desirable  to  notice  some  of  the  early  acconnts  of  this 
conntrj  as  given  by  Boman  and  Greek  historians. 

The  intercourse  between  Britain  and  the  more  highly  civilized 
nations  of  Sonthem  Enrope  dates  back  to  a  remote  period.  So  early 
as  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century  b.c.  Herodotus  excuses  himself  for 
not  being  acquainted  with  the  Cassiterides  from  which  tin  was 
brought  to  the  Greeks.  In  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century  b.g. 
Aristotle  makes  mention  of  the  Britannic  Isles,  Albion  and  leme ;  and 
again,  in  the  second  century  b.o.  Polybius  apologises  for  not  writing 
about  the  Britannic  Isles  and  the  working  of  tin.  It  is  not,  however, 
until  the  latter  half  of  the  first  century  b.o.  that  we  obtain  from 
Diodorus  Siculus  and  Strabo,  both  of  whom  wrote  shortly  after  the 
invasion  of  Julius  CsBsar,  some  more  detailed  accounts  of  Britain,  its 
customs  and  inhabitants.  After  giving  some  particulars  of  these 
latter,  the  speaker  more  especially  called  attention  to  the  history  of 
the  commerce  in  tin,  as  given  by  these  authors.  Diodorus  relates 
how,  after  it  had  been  converted  into  ingots  and  carried  to  the  island 
of  Ictis— possibly  St  MichaeFs  Mount — it  was  purchased  by  mer- 
chants, who  transported  it  to  Gaul,  through  which  country  the  tin 
was  carried  on  horses  by  a  thirty  days'  journey  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Hhone.  Strabo  states  that  the  tin  and  lead  also  were  bartered  for 
earthenware,  salt,  and  bronze  vessels,  and  that  the  tra£Bc  was  carried 
on  principally  by  Phoenicians  from  Cadiz.  He  it  is  who  relates  the 
anecdote  of  the  PhoBnician  captain  who,  being  followed  by  a  Boman 
ship  in  order  to  ascertain  the  route  to  Britain,  deliberately  ran  his 
vessel  on  a  shoal,  and  received  from  the  state  the  value  of  his  cargo, 
in  return  for  not  having  divulged  what  was  then  a  national  secret 

These  relations  have  all  Sie  appearance  of  having  been  derived 
from  some  earlier  sources,  and  are  mainly  important  as  showing  the 
amount  of  intercourse  there  must  have  existed  between  the  Continent 
and  the  extreme  west  of  Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  actual  condition  of  Britain  at  the  time  of  the 
invasion  of  Julius,  b.o.  65,  we  must  look  to  the  account  of  the  invader 
himself,  and  the  supplementary  notices  of  other  authors.  At  that 
time  a  very  considerable  invasion  of  the  warlike  Belgic  tribes  from 
the  Continent  had  taken  place,  driving  into  the  interior  those  who  by 
the  tradition  of  the  period  were  the  indigenous  race.  In  these  Belgic 
districts  the  names  of  the  towns  were  often  the  same  as  those  of  the 
continental  homes  of  the  settlers.  The  inhabitants  were  numerous ; 
the  buildings  like  those  of  Gaul ;  there  was  an  abundance  of  cattle  ; 
and  though  some  animals,  such  as  hares,  common  fowls,  and  geese 
were  not  eaten,  they  were  kept  for  amusement.  The  principal  pro- 
ducts which  are  noticed  are  com,  cattle,  gold,  silver,  and  iron,  skins, 
slaves,  and  dogs,  such  as  were  used  by  the  Giiuls  in  war.  Kent  was 
the  most  civilized  part,  owing  to  its  contiguity  to  the  Continent. 

In  the  interior  the  inhabitants  did  not  sow  com,  but  lived  on  milk 
and  flesh,  though  they  did  not  know  how  to  make  cheese,  incredible 
as  this  may  appear  to  Welshmen.    They  had  wives  in  conmion,  and 
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in  many  other  respects  there  was  a  marked  contrast  between  the 
tribes  on  the  southern  and  sonth-eastem  coast  and  those  of  the  in- 
terior. 

But  though  the  former  were  so  much  more  highly  civilized  than 
the  latter,  there  is  one  remark  of  CaBisar  which  has  caused  many  to 
doubt  the  existence  of  any  coinage  among  them.  The  passage,  as 
commonly  received,  is  as  follows:  "Utuntur  aut  sere  aut  annuliB 
ferreis  ad  certum  pondus  ezaminatis  pro  nummis."  '^  They  use  either 
brass,  or  rings  of  iron  adjusted  to  a  certain  weight,  instead  of  money." 
It  has,  however,  been  pointed  out  by  the  late  Mr.  Hawkins  that  tiie 
passage  is  corrupt,  and  that  in  several  MSS.  there  is  express  mention 
made  of  gold  coins.  But  in  addition  to  this,  a  letter  to  Cicero  from 
his  brother  in  Britain  speaks  of  a  tribute  in  money  having  been 
imposed  upon  the  island  *'  imperatd  pecuni&";  and  from  other  authors 
there  seems  reason  to  believe  that  a  tribute  was  actually  paid. 

On  any  examination  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  absence 
of  a  coinage  in  Britain  appears  in  the  highest  degree  improbable.  There 
was  at  the  time  of  the  invasion  a  remarkably  dose  intercourse  between 
Gaul  and  Britain.  During  the  Gallic  war  a  league  of  Gaulish  tribes 
sent  over  to  Britain  for  assistance.  The  news  of  GsBsar's  intended 
invasion  is  reported  to  have  been  carried  over  to  Britain  by  the 
traders;  no  less  than  four  ports  are  mentioned  by  Strabo  as  those 
from  which  there  was  constant  commerce  to  this  country  from  the 
Continent,  and  Divitiacus  is  expressly  mentioned  as  having  held 
dominion  over  a  considerable  part  of  Britain  as  well  as  in  Ganl. 
Other  facts  might  be  cited  ;  but  these  suffice  to  show  that  if  the  use  of 
coins  was  known  in  Graul — and  of  this  there  is  no  question — it  must 
also  have  been  known  in  Britain.  So  far  therefore  as  this  passage  is 
concerned  we  must  regard  it  either  as  not  containing  the  original 
statement  of  CsBsar,  or  else  as  being  based  on  some  misrepresentation 
of  facts. 

That  this  is  the  case  is  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  coins  them- 
selves. Throughout  the  whole  of  the  southern  and  south-eastern  part 
of  Britain,  as  far  as  a  line  joining  the  Severn  and  the  northern  part  of 
Yorkshire — that  is  to  say,  in  those  parts  which  were  once  settled  by 
Belgic  tribes,  and  the  adjoining  districts — coins  undoubtedly  of  British 
origin  have  been  found  in  considerable  numbers. 

They  are  of  two  classes,  uninscribed  and  inscribed,  and  in  the 
names,  types,  and  inscriptions  on  many  of  those  of  the  latter  class  the 
influence  of  contact  with  the  Bomans  may  be  traced.  This  class  may, 
indeed,  for  the  most  part  be  attributed  to  the  period  between  the 
second  landing  of  Julius,  b.o.  54,  and  the  conquest  by  Claudius, 
A.D.  43-44,  though  some  are  of  even  later  date. 

During  this  interval  of  rather  less  than  a  century  there  was  much 
intercourse  between  Britain  and  Borne,  including,  of  course,  the 
Boman  province  of  Gaul.  No  doubt  the  annexation  of  Britain  might 
have  taken  place  at  an  earlier  period  than  it  did,  had  not  Augustus 
purposely  avoided  extending  the  Eoman  Empire  to  Britain.     More 
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than  onoe,  however,  he  was  indnoed  to  undertake  the  task,  though  he 
allowed  himself  to  be  diverted  from  it.  On  one  of  these  occasions  it 
was  by  British  ambassadors,  who  deposited  offerings  in  the  Capitol, 
and  are  said  by  Strabo  to  have  brought  the  whole  island  into  friendly 
connection  with  the  Romans.  The  Britons,  indeed,  are  said  to  have 
agreed  to  pay  duty  on  all  exports  and  imports  from  or  to  Qaul,  and 
tMs  was  considered  preferable  to  garrisoning  the  island. 

That  Rome  was  here  as  elsewhere  recognized  as  the  mistress  of  the 
world  was  evinced  by  Adminius,  a  son  of  Cunobelinus  the  British 
chief,  seeking  refdge  with  Oaligula,  as  did  also  one  Bericus  at  the 
court  of  Claudius,  and  as  had  formerly  another  British  prince  at 
the  court  of  Augustus. 

It  can  therefore  well  be  imagined  that  Roman  art  became  known 
in  Britain,  and  that  probably  artists  trained  either  in  Italy  or  Gaul 
settled  in  this  country.  It  is  certainly  not  surprising  to  find  devices 
borrowed  from  Roman  coins  superseding  or  modifying  the  more  purely 
native  types. 

Although  numerous  British  tribes  are  mentioned  by  early  historians, 
it  is  difficult  in  most  cases  to  assign  particular  coins  to  them.  This 
is  partly  owing  to  the  names  of  the  tribes  but  rarely  occurring  upon 
the  coins,  and  partly  to  the  difficulty  in  assigning  exact  limits  to  their 
territories,  which,  from  conquests  or  other  causes,  appear  to  have  been 
continually  varying. 

It  has  therefore  been  thought  safer  to  treat  of  the  coins  under  the 
head  of  districts  rather  than  of  tribes.  The  study  of  this  class  of 
coins  is  to  a  certain  extent  like  that  of  geology ;  we  have  no  written 
history  on  which  to  rely,  and  the  annals  of  the  past  have  to  be  recon* 
structed  from  the  evidence  of  contemporary  but  dumb  witnesses, 
disinterred  from  the  soil.  With  gold  coins,  the  geographical  range 
of  which  is,  as  is  well  known,  wider  than  that  of  those  in  the  baser 
metals,  it  is  unsafe  to  argue  from  only  one  or  two  instances ;  where, 
however,  numerous  coins  of  any  given  type  have  been  found,  we  are 
able  to  fix  their  original  home,  and,  by  means  of  the  types,  to  arrive 
at  some  conclusion  as  to  the  chronological  order  even  of  uninsoribed 
coins. 

The  coinage  of  the  several  districts  was  next  described,  and  dia« 
grams  of  various  specimens  exhibited,  some  of  which  are  reproduced 
in  the  accompanying  *  plate.      ^ 

The  inscribed  coins  of  the  western  district,  comprising  Somerset- 
shire, Gloucestershire,  and  Wilts,  and  parts  of  adjoining  counties, 
give  the  legends  BODVOC,  CATTI,  COMVX,  VO-CORIO,  EISV, 
&c.,  which  are  of  doubtful  interpretation.  There  are  also  coins  of  a 
prince  ANTEDRIGVS,  of  which  a  specimen  is  engraved  in  Fig.  7. 

In  the  south-western  district  of  Hampshire,  Sussex,  and  western 
Surrey,  are  found  coins  of  Commius,  an  Attrebatian' chieftain  mentioned 
"by  CsMar,  and  of  two  of  his  sons,  Tincommius  and  Yerioa.     Many  of 

*  The  drawings  are  taken  from  Eyans's  *  Ancient  British  Goins,'  8vo,  1864,  to 
the  plates  of  whidi  reference  is  also  occasionally  made. 
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these  are  executed  in  an  artistio  nuuiner,  and  probably  by  foreigii 
engrayers. 

The  coins  of  a  third  son  of  GomnuTis,  Eppillos,  are  found  in  the 
Kentish  district,  which  embraces  Kent  and  eastern  Surrey,  as  are  also 
those  of  Amminns  and  Dabnoyellannos.  This  latter  prince  was 
among  those  who  came  as  suppliants  to  seek  aid  from  the  Emperor 
Augustus,  and  his  name  is  found  under  the  forms  DAMNO  BEL- 
LAYNYS  and  AOMNQN  BEAAAYN02  on  the  celebrated  monumeat 
of  Ancyra.    Figs.  23  and  29  show  specimens  of  his  coins. 

In  the  central  district,  comprising  Bucks,  Beds,  Herts,  Biiddlese^ 
Essex,  Northampton,  and  parts  of  neighbouring  counties,  numerous 
coins  have  been  found.  The  principal  are  tiboee  of  Andocomiiis, 
whose  territory  seems  to  have  been  in  Backs  and  Beds ;  TascioTannfl^ 
whose  cf4)ital  was  Yendam,  now  St.  Alban's ;  and  his  son  Cunobelinw 
— the  Cymbeline  of  Shakspere — whose  capital  was  Camulodunum, 
now  Colchester.  Coins  of  Tasciovanus  and  Cunobelinus  are  shown  in 
Figs.  16  and  8,  but  there  exists  a  vast  variety  of  other  types  in  gold, 
silver,  and  copper,  many  of  which  are  distinctly  copied  from  contem- 
porary Boman  coins. 

The  eastern  district  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  some  part  of  the 
adjoining  counties,  appears  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  Iceni.  The 
coins  are  principally  in  silver,  but  there  are  gold  coins  of  a  diief, 
Addedomaros  (Figs.  10  and  11),  and  also  some  uninsoribed  gold  ooihB) 
such  as  Figs.  12  and  13. 

The  Yorkshire  district  comprises  parts  of  the  adjacent  counties  to 
the  south,  and  was  mainly  occupied  by  the  Brigantes.  The  legends 
on  the  coins,  YOLISIOS,  DVMNO-CO  YEBOS;  YEP.  COBF,  &<%, 
have  as  yet  defied  interpretation.  Some  coins  from  this  district  are 
shown  in  Figs.  26,  27,  and  28. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  series  of  inscribed  coins  bears  witness  to  a 
considerable  degree  of  civilization  prevailing  in  Britain,  especially  in 
the  parts  most  nearly  adjacent  to  the  Continent  Not  only  are  there 
numerous  and  varied  types  skilfally  engraved,  but  the  diffiarent  deno- 
minations of  the  coins  show  that  the  requirements  of  trade  were  hy  no 
means  inconsiderable.  Taking,  for  instance,  the  currency  under 
Tasciovanus,  we  find  a  larger  gold  coin,  weighing  about  84  grains,  and 
a  smaller,  representing  one  quarter  of  its  value.  There  is  but  one 
denomination  of  silver  coins,  a  smallpiece  weighing  about  20  giaioB. 
In  copper,  however,  there  are  coins  oi  three  sizes,  intended  to  weigh 
about  68,  34,  and  17  grains  respectively.  So  that  about  the  Christian 
era  there  were  current  at  Yerulam,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  trade, 
no  less  than  six  denominations  of  coins. 

The  second  class  of  coins,  the  uninscribed,  occur  also  in  the  thrse 
metals,  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  as  well  as  occasionaUy  in  tin. 

In  many  cases  they  appear  to  have  been  current  at  the  same  time 
as  the  inscribed  coins,  as  they  are  found  in  the  same  hoards;  bat 
for  the  most  part  they  appear  to  belong  to  an  earlier  date.  In 
some  parts  of  Britain,  however,  iliere  does  not  appear  to  have  enr 
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been  an  inscribed  ooinage.  Among  the  gold  coins,  and  not  tinfre- 
qnently  among  those,  in  the  other  metals,  there  is  a  great  general 
similarity  of  type  on  one  or  both  faces.  On  the  obverse  there  is 
usually  a  wreath  in  some  form  or  other,  and  on  the  reverse  a  horse 
more  or  less  distinctly  portrayed;  and  this  circumstance  at  once 
points  to  a  derivation  of  the  different  varieties  of  type  from  some 
common  source. 

Two  questions  are  therefore  suggested :  1.  What  is  this  prototype 
or  source  ?  and  2.  What  are  the  laws  which  seem  to  govern  its  modi- 
fications ? 

Fortunately  the  prototype  of  majiy  of  the  derivatives  is  readily  to 
be  recognized  in  the  coins  like  Figs.  2  and  3  in  the  Plate,  which  are 
found  over  the  whole  of  the  south-east  of  Britain,  though  they  would 
appear  to  be  most  abundant  in  Kent.  The  parentage  of  this  British 
prototype  can  also  readily  be  traced.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
being  a  descendant  from  the  Philippus — ^the  gold  stater  of  Philip  U. 
of  Macedon. 

Nor  is  it  difficult  to  see  in  what  manner  a  type  from  so  remote  a 
country  as  Macedonia  travelled  to  Britain.  The  close  intercourse 
between  that  country  and  (xaul  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  in 
Gaul  a  coinage  had  existed  for  several  centuries  b.o.«  The  knowledge 
of  the  art  of  coining  seems  to  have  been  introduced  from  Massilia — 
now  Marseilles — a  Phociean  colony  founded  about  b.o.  600,  and  from 
other  Greek  colonies  founded  in  the  south  of  France.  The  silver 
coins  of  Massilia  were  at  an  early  period  imitated  in  the  surrounding 
districts,  but  until  the  latter  half  of  the  fourth  century  b.c.  the 
currency  of  gold  coins  among  the  Greeks  was  limited  in  extent. 

About  b.o.  856,  however,  the  gold  mines  of  Crenides  or  Philippi 
were  acquired  by  Philip  II.,  and  were  soon  made  to  yield  an  amount 
of  gold  equivalent  to  nearly  250,000L  per  annum.  An  enormous 
extenedon  of  the  gold  coinage  was  a  natural  result,  and  the  staters  of 
Philip  became  current  all  along  the  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
were  soon  seized  on  as  objects  for  imitation  by  tbose  who,  like  the 
Granls  of  southern  France,  were  on  the  borders  of  Greek  civilization. 
The  extension  northwards  through  Gaul  must  soon  have  followed,  and 
the  transition  thence  into  Britain  was  a  natural  consequence. 

Though  intermediate  types  exist  between  the  Philippus,  Fig.  1, 
and  what  is  termed  the  Briti^  prototype^  Figs.  2  and  8,  it  is  needless 
to  adduce  them,  the  modifications  which  the  types  have  undergone 
not  preventing  their  original  identity  from  being  apparent,  though 
they  are  by  no  means  inconsiderable  in  extent. 

On  the  obverse  the  laureate  head  of  Apollo,  or,  as  some  have 
thought,  of  the  young  Hercules,  has  received  additions  in  the  shape 
of  a  bandlet  round  the  head  and  a  gorget  on  the  neck,  not  improbably 
to  give  it  the  attributes  of  some  more  purely  Gallic  divinity.  The 
wreath  and  hair  have  been  reduced  into  a  regular  system,  &e  back 
hair  being  rendered  by  a  series  of  flowing  lodks  all  of  one  pattern, 
and  the  front  hair  by  three  open  crescents.     On  the  reverse,  which 
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originally  commemorated  the  victories  of  Philip  at  Olympia,  the 
charioteer  has  grown  wings,  bnt  her  body,  forearms,  and  whip  have 
become  represented  by  a  series  of  dots  or  pellets,  the  wheel  of  the 
chariot  only  at  times  survives,  and  the  two  horses  have  become  amal- 
gamated, though  the  legs  are  often  bifid  in  remembrance  of  the 
original  duality  of  the  auimal.  All  traces  of  the  name  ^lAinnOY 
have  disappeai^. 

Starting  with  this  British  prototype,  the  next  question  is  as  to  the 
laws  which  regulate  its  fiEurther  modifications,  and  how  ihey  are  aUied 
to  those  of  natural  selection.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  enter  at  any 
length  upon  the  theory  of  this  form  of  evolution  ivith  which  the  name 
of  Darwin  will  ever  be  associated.  It  is,  however,  desirable  to  give  a 
brief  summary  of  some  of  its  principal  features. 

In  successive  generations  of  animals  and  plants,  Uiough  the  off- 
spring as  a  rule  absolutely  resembles  the  parents,  there  is  always  a 
tendency  to  variation,  so  that  forms  in  some  degree  varying  from  the 
parent  form  are  from  time  to  time  liable  to  make  their  appearance. 

K  in  the  struggle  for  existence  these  new  varieties  possess  any 
advantage  over  the  forms  already  in  being,  they  are  likely  to  he  per- 
petuated, though  for  a  length  of  time  £ere  is  a  liability  in  their 
progeny  to  revert  in  the  direction  of  the  earlier  form. 

Even  long  after  some  organ,  owing  to  modifications  in  the  mode  of 
life,  has  ceased  to  be  of  service  to  the  oi:ganism,  it  frequently  survives 
in  what  is  known  as  a  rudimentary  form. 

Moreover,  the  degree  in  which  a  variety  or  modification  is  advan- 
tageous, and  therefore  likely  to  be  perpetuated,  is  to  a  great  extent 
dependent  on  external  conditions,  the  changes  in  which  afibrd  oppor- 
tunities for  new  forms  to  prove  their  utility. 

No  doubt  this  theory  of  descent  with  variation  holds  good  with 
regard  to  most  of  the  appliances  of  man ;  but  it  is  more  especially 
with  regard  to  the  changes  in  the  types  of  coins,  and  in  other  omar 
mental  devices  among  people  in  a  low  stage  of  culture,  that  we  can 
trace  laws  somewhat  analogous  to  those  of  natural  selection.  To  the 
evolution  of  culture  Colonel  Lane  Fox  has  devoted  especial  attention, 
and  the  present  discourse  is  restricted  to  one  special  dass  of  coins, 
though  similar  results  to  those  which  are  found  in  Britain  might  be 
observed  in  the  early  coinage  of  some  other  countries. 

The  necessities  of  the  case  with  regard  to  coins  are  :  1.  That  the 
successive  issues  or  generations  of  coins  should  resemble  each  other 
sufficiently  to  pass  current  together;  but,  2.  Art  being  imperfect, 
there  must  have  been  more  or  less  important  variations  and  modifica- 
tions in  the  successive  dies  which  were  engraved.  This  tendency  to 
variation  was  increased  by  the  necessity  of  the  dies  being  rather 
larger  in  diameter  than  the  coins  which  were  struck  from  them,  so 
that  the  new  dies  were  often  copied  from  coins  not  showing  the  whole 
of  the  device.  They  were  also  frequently  copied  from  coins  worn  by 
circulation,  and  in  many  instances  the  external  influence  of  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  artists  made  itself  powerfully  felt.     3.  When  not 
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.  by  this  foreign  element,  the  requirements  which  the  types 
dfil  in  order  to  be  perpetuated  were,  in  addition  to  the  neces- 
anblanoe  to  the  pre-existing  types,  a,  that  they  should  be  of 
jBution  ;  and  5,  that  they  should  present  symmetry  of  form. 
$  well  known  that  the  natural  instincts  of  man  seem  to  lead 
4  all  parts  of  the  world  to  the  adoption  of  simple  and  symme- 
fcrms  of  ornament ;  while  in  all  stages  of  culture  the  saving  of 
0  and  the  production  of  the  greatest  amount  of  show  at  the  least 
fle  expenditure  of  labour,  is  an  object  of  universal  desire. 
Ibus  among  the  ancient  Britons  the  reduction  of  a  complicated 
fistic  design  into  a  symmetrical  figure  of  easy  execution,  was 
^  ^ibject  of  each  successive  engraver  of  the  dies  for  the  coins,  though 
7^)^~~'f  ^    y  they  were  themselves  unaware  of  any  undue  saving  of 
'  J^ld  on  their  part,  or  of  the  results  which  ensued  from  it. 
\;In  devices  modified  in  the  manner  suggested,  it  may  well  be 
|6cted  that  we  should  find  some  portions  of  the  original  devices 
tviving  in  a  merely  rudimentary  form,  nor  need  we  be  surprised  if 
mn  time  to  time  we  find  a  tendency  to  revert  in  the  direction  of  the 
"  }totype. 

The  descent  of  some  of  the  types  of  British  coins  was  next  traced 
means  of  diagrams,  some  of  which  are  reproduced  in  the  accom- 
j-panying  Plate. 

The  principal  features  in  the  prototype,  Figs.  2  and  3,  are  on  the 
obverse,  the  wreath,  the  cross-baiid,  the  gorget,  the  back  hair,  which 
on  Fig.  2  is  arranged  in  one  row  instead  of  two,  the  front  hair,  and 
thefftoe. 

The  latter,  being  difficult  of  execution  and  near  the  edge  of  the 
coin,  is  the  first  part  to  disappear,  though  it  often  survives  in  a  rudi- 
mentary state  as  a  mere  swelliug,  like  that  on  Figs.  4  and  5.  Passing 
bj  some  intermediate  steps,  it  will  be  seen  that  by  the  time  the  stage 
represented  by  Fig.  14  is  reached,  the  head  has  become  reduced  to  a 
somewhat  symmetrical  pattern.  The  wreath  is  the  main  feature,  but 
runs  in  two  directions  fh)m  a  central  boss ;  the  bandlet  and  the  upper 
portion  of  the  gorget  form  a  cross  line  to  the  wreath.  The  back  hair 
bas  been  simplified  into  two  large  locks,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
bandlet ;  and  only  one  crescent  of  the  front  hair  survives.  In  another 
stage,  two  crescents  back  to  back  have  come  to  occupy  the  centre  of 
the  wreath,  while  the  cross  line  has  become  developed  into  a  second 
wreath  at  right  angles  to  the  first,  and  the  whole  device  assumes  the 
form  of  a  cruciform  ornament,  in  which  the  human  head  is  difficult  of 
recognition.  On  an  examination  of  Fig.  9  it  wiU,  however,  be  seen 
that  three  of  the  angles  of  the  cross  are  occupied  by  the  gorget,  some 
locks  of  the  back  hair,  and  a  crescent  representing  the  front  hair,  all 
in  their  proper  positions.  In  Fig.  15  the  artist  has  thought  it  suffi- 
cient to  fill  up  each  of  the  angles  with  locks  of  the  back  hair ;  and  in 
Fig.  16  the  ornaments  in  the  angles  are  a  V-shaped  representative  of 
the  gorget,  and  a  crescent  of  the  front  hair,  with  pellets  and  annulets 
symmetrically  arranged  around  them.     Each  of  the  four  branches  of 
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the  cross  wreaths  starts  from  a  ring  ornament,  or  a  ring  containing  a 
pellet ;  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  artist  who  executed  this  cruci- 
form device  was  unconscious  of  the  fact  that  he  was  engraving  the 
head  of  Apollo.  When  once  this  cruciform  stage  was  attained,  farther 
simplification  became  easy,  of  which  examples  are  seen  in  Figs.  10 
and  17.  Fig.  18  gives  another  variety,  in  which  the  centre  is  occupied 
by  a  circulfikT  ornament  instead  of  the  crescents,  and  assists  in  showing 
how  the  ultimate  descendant  from  the  head,  a  sort  of  four-leaved 
flower,  as  seen  on  Fig.  19,  was  developed. 

In  other  lines  of  descent  the  wreath  retained  its  predominance, 
but  there  was  still  the  tendency  to  develop  a  symmetrical  ornament. 
This  is  illustrated  in  Figs.  20,  25,  26,  and  27,  the  two  latter  of  which 
show  coins  from  the  Yorkshire  district.  Another  coin  from  the  same 
district,  Fig.  29,  retains  a  small  part  of  the  original  device,  but  little 
altered  except  by  enlargement,  so  that  three  locks  of  back  hair  and 
a  small  portion  of  the  wreath  suffice  to  fill  the  field. 

In  another  line  of  descent  the  wreath  survived,  modified  in  the 
same  manner  as  on  the  coins  with  the  cruciform  devices,  with  the 
crescents  either  in  the  centre  or  at  the  side  of  the  wreath,  as  in  Figs. 
23  and  24.  In  Fig.  29,  copied  probably  from  a  worn  coin,  there  is 
merely  a  raised  buid  across  the  field,  marking  the  position  of  the 
wreath ;  and  in  Fig.  22  the  field  is  perfectly  plain  but  convex,  though 
the  reverse  is  identical  with  that  of  Fig.  21,  which  shows  the  head  on 
the  obverse. 

In  another  class  of  coins,  which  belong  to  the  eastern  district,  the 
central  crescents  become  the  principal  features.  These  are  somewhat 
ornamented  on  the  coin  of  Addedomaros  with  the  cruciform  type, 
Fig.  10,  but  form  the  whole  device  on  another  coin  of  the  same  prince. 
Fig.  11.  On  Figs.  12  and  13  other  symmetrical  modifications,  with 
large  crescents  in  the  centre,  are  shown. 

On  other  coins,  as  on  those  of  the  western  district,  the  wreath  alone 
is  preserved,  but  in  a  form  somewhat  resembling  a  fern  leaf  (see 
Figs.  6  and  7).  On  the  coins  of  Cunobelinus,  when  Boman  art  had 
attained  great  influence  in  Britain,  it  roappears  as  an  ear  of  bearded 
com. 

On  the  reverses  of  the  coins  the  fact  of  the  device  being  a  horse 
was  rarely  forgotten,  although  it  came  to  be  represented  in  a  curiously 
.disjointed  manner,  which  saved  the  engraver  much  trouble.  In 
Fig.  28  this  conventionalized  horse  has  its  peculiarities  perhaps  carried 
to  an  extreme.  In  Fig.  5  another  variety  is  shown,  in  which  great 
importance  seems  to  have  been  attached  to  the  representation  of  the 
four  legs.  This  form  prevailed  in  Dorsetshire  and  the  neighbouring 
counties.  In  most  cases,  however,  when  the  artist  who  engraved  the 
dies  possessed  sufficient  skill,  there  was  a  reversion  towards  the 
original  horse. 

A  remarkable  metamorphosis  of  the  horse  is  illustrated  in  the 
annexed  woodcut.  The  upper  figure  shows  a  derivative  from  the  type 
of  the  charioteer,  which  can  be  traced  through  *  Evans,'  PL  £,  9,  and 
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allied  coinB  up  to  ^  Evans,'  PI.  D,  Nos.  3  and  4,  though  several  of  the 
links  are  missing.  When  the  type  was  placed  before  a  Boman  engraver 
it  must  have  been  difficult  for  him  to  understand  its 
meaning.  The  general  resemblance  to  a  full  &ce  with 
nvings  above  is,  however,  evident,  and  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  that  some  classical  artist  reproduced  it  as 
the  head  of  Medusa  on  the  coin  engraved  below.  One 
thing  is  certain,  that  the  coins  of  the  two  types  are  found 
together. 

In  another  descendant  of  the  Philippus  not  shown  in 
the  Plate,  the  wreath  and  hair  become  represented  by  a 
series  of  diverging  lines,  and  from  a  coin  of  this  kind  it 
appears  probable  that  the  vine-leaf  on  the  coins  of  Yerica  (^  Evans,' 
PL  II.  9)  was  derived.  Such  a  complete  change  of  the  human  head 
might  appear  incredible,  but  there  are  other  instancea  The  close 
resemblance  of  the  types  of  the  first  two  coins  in  the  annexed  cut  is 
evident,  though  the  general  device  is  in  one  case  turned  to  the  right 
and  in  the  other  to  the  left.  The  third  coin  shows  that  the  device  on 
the  second  is  a  boar,  and  on  turning  the  page  round  at  a  right  angle 
it  will  be  seen  that  on  the  first  is  portrayed  a  human  head  in  profile. 
These  are  silver  coins  from  the  eastern  district. 


It  was  thought  needless  to  show  the  derivation  of  numerous  types 
of  coins  belonging  to  the  latter  part  of  the  series  from  Boman  originals, 
and  the  bearing  of  the  development  of  type  upon  the  classification  of 
the  coins  was  next  discussed. 

As  a  rule  those  most  distant  from  the  prototype  in  character  are 
the  latest,  though,  of  course,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  locality  to 
which  the  coins  belong,  as  the  districts  nearest  Gaul  were  exposed 
to  different  conditions  from  those  more  remote. 

But,  beside  the  succession  of  types,  there  is  another  important  guide, 
which  also  results  from  a  law  that  appears  to  be  natural  to  all  absolute 
governments  which  strike  coins,  if  not  indeed  to  other  ruling  powers* 
This  is  the  great  law  of  effecting  economy  at  the  expense  of  others, 
and  is  carried  into  effect  by  striking  coins  of  the  same  denomination 
as  those  already  in  circulation,  bat  either  of  less  weight,  or  of  baser 
alloy,  or  both. 

In  England  we  have  been  fairly  fr^e  from  the  operation  of  this 
law,  but  our  silver  penny  weighs  but  7^  grains,  instead  of  the  real 
"pennyweight"  of  24  grains.  In  Scotland,  however,  before  the 
Union,  the  diminution  in  weight  had  been  carried  so  fiir  that  the 
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pound  Soots  was  the  equivalent  of  only  one  «lii11ing  and  eigbtpence 
English.  Bnt  for  the  saccessful  application  of  this  law  the  palm  must 
be  awarded  to  France,  where  the  franc  or  liyre,  and  its  parts,  the  son 
and  denier,  are  the  direct  descendants  from  the  same  stock  as  our 
£.  s.  d. 

We  have  already  seen  how  in  many  respects  the  ancient  Britons 
were  far  remoyed  from  that  barbarism  with  which  they  are  so  oonunonly 
credited,  and  certainly  they  understood  that  part  of  the  art  of  goyem- 
ment  which  relates  to  a  tampering  with  the  currency,  remarkably  well 

The  coins  which  have  been  termed  the  British  prototypes  are  of 
remarkably  fine  gold,  and  weigh  from  110  to  120  grains,  the  weight 
of  the  original  Philippns  being  about  183  grains.  Those  which  come 
nearest  to  this  prototype,  as,  for  instance,  those  of  the  types  Figs.  4^ 
6,  and  20,  usuaUy  weigh  from  95  to  100  grains.  Coins  like  Figa  14, 21, 
and  22  are  commonly  about  90  grains  in  weight.  The  coin  engrayed 
as  No.  9  weighs  about  86  grains,  and  by  the  time  the  cruciform  onia- 
ment  was  established  the  weight  was  brought  down  to  about  84  grains, 
at  which  point  it  became  permanent,  or  nearly  so,  though  the  gold 
was  reduced  in  purity  to  such  an  extent  that  many  coins,  like  Fig.  27, 
and  of  analogous  types,  do  not  contain  a  quarter  of  pure  gold. 

It  is  eyident  that  such  a  reduction  as  that  from  120  to  84  gnina 
could  not  haye  been  sudden.  It  is  tan  more  probable  that  it  was 
effected  by  gradual  and  almost  insensible  alterations,  as  is  indeed 
suggested  by  the  yarying  weights  of  the  coins. 

Taken  in  conjunction  with  the  type,  the  diminution  in  weight  may 
giye  some  idea  as  to  the  time  necessary  for  the  changes  in  the  coinage 
to  haye  been  effected.  The  date  of  the  Philippns  is  known,  as  is  also 
that  of  some  of  the  ancient  British  coins ;  and  we  may  either  take  the 
amount  of  time  necessary  for  the  degeneration  of  the  Philippus  to  the 
form  of  the  British  prototype,  or  for  the  metamorphosis  of  this  latter 
into  some  other  type  of  ascertained  date,  or  both  these  means,  to 
assign  an  era  for  the  commencement  of  the  British  coinage. 

There  are  coins  of  Commius  and  his  sons  of  much  tibe  same  type 
as  Fig.  21,  but  weighing  only  84  grains ;  and  as  Commius  was  a  con- 
temporary of  Julius,  they  probably  date  about  80  or  40  B.a 

Dubnoyellaunus,  again,  some  of  whose  coins  are  giyen  in  Figs.  23 
and  29,  was  a  contemporary  of  Augustus,  whose  protection  he  appears 
to  haye  sought  about  B.a  21  or  22. 

Cunobelinus  died  about  a.d.  40,  and  as  his  reign  was  of  long 
duration,  as  was  also  that  of  his  father,  Tascioyanus,  the  date  of  b.o.  30 
assigned  for  the  commencement  of  the  rule  of  Tascioyanus,  is  probably 
not  far  wrong.    One  of  his  early  coins  is  shown  in  Fig.  16. 

Taking  a  hundred  and  twenty  years  as  the  time  neoessary  for  the 
change  in  weight  and  type  from  the  British  prototype  to  the  coins 
just  mentioned,  the  date  B.a  150  would  be  assigned  to  the  prototype. 
On  the  assumption  that  the  Philippus  was  first  initiated  in  the  aouth 
of  Gaul  about  b.o.  800,  this  would  giye  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  as 
the  period  for  the  change  from  Fig.  1  to  Figs.  2  and  3. 
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K  the  reduction  in  weight  took  place  at  a  nniform  rate,  and 
commencing  with  133  grains  in  b.o.  800,  came  down  to  84  grains  in 
B.C.  80,  the  weight  of  the  prototype,  120  grains,  would  be  reached  abont 
B.O.  229 ;  but  this  is  probably  too  early.  Looking,  however,  at  the 
stage  of  evolution  to  which  the  coinage  had  attained  within  but  a  few 
years  after  the  invasion  of  Julius,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  use  of 
money  having  been  known  in  Britain  long  before  his  time. 

In  conclusion,  a  hope  was  expressed  that  the  value  of  these  coins 
as  throwing  light  on  one  of  the  obscurest  portions  of  the  history  of 
this  country  had  been  made  evident,  as  also  that  in  their  interpreta- 
tion, the  recognition  of  some  laws  of  development  analogous  to  a  great 
extent  with  those  of  natural  selection,  afforded  no  mean  assistance. 

Under  any  circumstances,  the  author  trusted  that  a  more  favour- 
able impression  of  our  ancestors  or  predecessors  in  this  country  at 
the  time  of  Caesar's  invasion  had  been  created  than  that  which  com- 
monly prevailed.  He  hoped  they  would  no  longer  be  regarded  as  the 
merest  savages,  ^'  who  stained  themselves  blue,  sat  under  the  mistletoe, 
and  indulged  in  obscene  rites,"  and  who  burnt  the  living  in  wicker 
baskets,  instead  of,  in  accordance  with  modem  views,  burying  their 
dead  in  those  useful  articles,  for  the  manufacture  of  which  Britain 
was  famous  even  in  Boman  times. 

[J.E.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  May  21, 1875. 

William  Spottiswoodb,  LL.D.  Treasurer,  ^cretaiy,  and  Yice- 
President,  in  the  Chair. 

James  Baillib  Hamilton,  Esq. 

On  the  Application  of  Wind  to  Siring  Insirumenis, 

Thb  ^olian  harp  is  an  instmment  played  upon  by  the  wind  uncon- 
trolled by  human  agency.  The  sounds  thus  produced,  though  wild 
and  fitful,  are  so  impressive  and  peculiar,  that  when  we  hear  similar 
sounds  or  produce  such  by  accident  or  design,  we  immediately  identify 
them  and  characterize  them  by  the  name  ^olian. 

The  well-known  sounds  thus  produced,  although  useless  for 
musical  purposes,  have  long  shown  the  capabilities  of  wind  and  strings, 
and  have  excited  in  many  minds  the  desire  to  reduce  these  .£oIian 
sounds  to  human  controL  In  order  to  gain  control  the  draught  would 
be  increased  by  a  bellows  or  other  artificial  means,  and  concentrated 
upon  the  string  by  approximating  the  surfaces  between  which  it  lies, 
until  nothing  was  left  but  a  narrow  slit,  corresponding  to  the  string's 
dimensions.  Power  and  control  would  certainly  be  gained,  but  Uie 
intermittent  closing  of  the  slit  by  the  string  would  produce  only  a 
reedy  effect,  and  the  pleasing  features  of  the  .^iolian  tone  would  be 
lost.  If,  however,  this  slit  was  reduced  to  a  small  portion  of  the 
string's  length,  the  remainder  of  the  string  would  be  free  from  this 
defect,  and  subject  to  control  by  the  finger  or  other  means.  The  por- 
tion on  which  the  wind  impinged  would,  moreover,  be  flattened  so  as 
to  offer  more  resistance  to  the  draught. 

These  have  been  the  steps  generally  adopted  by  all  those  who  have 
attempted  to  gain  any  musical  results  from  wind  and  string,  and  the 
means  employed  by  them  may  be  described  as  a  string  excited  by  a 
current  of  air  concentrated  on  a  flattened  portion  of  its  length, 
generally  at  or  near  the  end. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  John  Farmer,  our  organist  at  Harrow  School, 
substituted  the  tongue  of  a  harmonium  reed  for  this  flattened  portion 
of  the  string,  and  showed  that  the  remainder  of  this  compound  string 
could  be  played  upon  like  the  string  of  a  violin.  Before  the  comple- 
tion of  an  instrument  a  further  knowledge  of  the  laws  affecting  reeds 
and  strings  was  of  course  essential.  But  Mr.  Farmer  will  ^ow  to 
you  this  evening  what  can  be  done  by  substituting  for  a  bow  the 
action  of  wind  upon  a  reed.  And  it  is  dear  that  as  long  as  a  reed 
and  string  are  used  in  combination,  whatever  results  may  be  achieved 
and  whatever  modifications  be  necessitated,  Mr.  Farmer  must  be 
regarded  as  their  original  author. 
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The  reed  plays  Bach  an  important  part  in  all  experiments  shown 
to-night  that  it  may  he  well  to  descrihe  at  once  the  kind  here  em- 
ploy^. It  is  a  '*free  reed,"  snch  as  is  used  in  harmoninms  and  kindred 
instruments.  It  consists  of  a  tongue  of  metal  yihrating  from  a  root, 
and  having  a  definite  pitch.  It  lies  over  a  frame  which  leaves  a  hole 
corresponding  to  the  surface  of  the  tongue,  the  fixed  end  of  the  tongue 
being  riveted  to  this  frame.  If  this  tongue  be  plucked  it  affords  a  note 
of  a  certain  pitch.  This  note  is  sustained  in  reed  instruments  by  a 
draught  of  air ;  but  in  order  that  this  draught  may  allow  the  vibration 
of  the  reed-tongue  it  is  necessary  to  create  true  suction  upon  it  by 
allowing  some  tube  or  channel  to  follow  the  reed-tongue.  The  mere 
frame  of  the  reed  acts  as  a  rudimentary  channel ;  and  it  wiU  be  seen 
on  blowing  a  reed  with  the  lips  that  the  draught  must  always  tend 
towards  the  frame,  unless  indeed  the  reed  be  preceded  by  some  tube  or 
cavity  which  allows  of  its  vibration.  But,  as  a  rule,  it  is  found  more 
convenient  to  allow  true  suction  to  be  formed  by  a  channel  foUomng 
the  reed.  Accordingly,  in  harmoniums  where  pressure  is  employed, 
the  air  escapes  from  a  common  chest  past  the  reed,  and  then  ijirough 
a  channel.  But  when  suction  is  employed,  as  in  American  organs, 
the  air  enters  past  the  reed  and  its  rudimentary  channel  into  the 
general  cavity.    In  both  cases  the  pallet  or  valve  succeeds  the  reed. 

The  following  diagrams  will  help  to  explain  the  action  of  the 
draught  on  the  reed  in  these  instruments. 
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Harmonium  where  pressure  is  used. 
J?,  reed.  C,  channeL  P,  pallet. 
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Amerioan  Orgau. 
These  drawings  are  only  diagrammatio,  as  the  modifloatioos  now  used  are  very 
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The  mode  of  connecting  reed  and  string  now  adopted  is  a  ri^d 
pin  passing  from  the  free  end  of  the  reed-tongue  to  the  string.  The 
reed  and  string  may  thus  be  on  different  levels,  and  enjoy  the  con- 
ditions which  suit  them  best  respectively. 

The  following  diagrams  show  the  arrangements  necessitated  by 
this  mode  of  connection. 


^ 


in 


•ZL^ 


These  dniwings  are  only  diagrammatia 
8j  string.  P,  connecting-plD, 

h,  bridge.  J2,  reed. 

Sf  boundboard. 

The  arrows  indicate  the  direction  of  the  draught. 


^^ 


J\f! 


Sx 


CLOSiMO  OHAHMeL 


1.  Suction.  In  this  case  no  new  arrangements  are  necessitated  as 
regards  the  reed  in  order  to  allow  its  connection  with  the  string.  But 
in  the  case  of  pressure  (2)  it  wiU  be  seen  that  a  channel  intervenes 
between  reed  and  string,  accordingly  the  pin  passes  through  this 
channel,  which  is  preserved  air-tight  by  a  *'  purse,"  which  allows  the 
required  movement  of  the  pin  which  it  surrounds. 


f^EED 


ST/ifNG 


The  original  mode  of  connection  may  be  thus  represented,  and 
iUustrates  most  conveniently  the  way  in  which  the  reed  enters  into 
the  constitution  of  the  string  so  as  to  alter  the  intervals  obtainable 
from  it.  Unlike  a  bow,  whose  weight  does  not  affect  the  intervals  of 
the  string  which  it  moves,  the  reed  forms  part  of  the  string  which 
it  excites,  and  if  a  string  were  set  at  the  same  length  and  teusion 
in  conjunction  with  a  succession  of  reeds,  the  proportional  lengths 
corresponding  to  given  intervals  would  alter  witii  every  reed 
applied. 

[Large  diagrams  exhibited  upon  the  walls  were  here  referred  to. 
The  diagrams  showed  that,  taking  strings  of  different  calibre  and  with 
uniform  tension  upon  them,  each  string  being  Clinches  in  length,  the 
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relations  of  lengths  to  musical  intervals  as  in  a  free  string  plucked, 
were  not  maintained,  thus  : 


A  string  giving  at  64  inches  the  16  feet) 
G  when  connected  with  a  reed  of  same) 
pitch  gaye  when  shortened  to     .. 

Similarly  connected  reed  and  string  pro- 
dncedl6feetB     

Ditto,  ditto,  8  feet  G<|     


Tho  Third  The  Foarth  The  Fifth  The  Octave 

at         ,        At         I        At 


Also  showing  that  when  under  slackened  tension  the  string  divided 
into  two  segments,  the  free  segment  was  always  of  greater  length  than 
the  segment  connected  with  the  reed.  In  the  instances  above,  measure- 
ments respectively  were : 

The  free  segment  84  inches  aa  against  reed  segment  80  inches. 
Yi  »»         "•'       »»  »»  »  ^       n 

Every  combination  of  reed  and  string  having  variable  ratios  according 
as  the  power  of  one  or  the  other  preponderates.) 

Mui^icians  will  recognize  these  divisions  as  different  fix)m  those 
of  free  strings.  There  is  a  point,  however,  more  interesting  than 
intervals,  and  that  is,  the  qualities  of  tone  resulting  from  this  com- 
bination of  reed  and  string.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  speak  of  the 
numerous  varieties  of  tone  obtainable  from  either  of  these  sources 
separately.  The  stops  of  harmoniums  and  reed  organs  show  how 
many  varieties  of  tone  may  be  obtained  from  reeds  with  the  most 
rudimentary  channels  and  appliances;  and  the  varied  qualities  of 
strings  are  equally  remarkable  according  to  their  calibre,  soundboard, 
and  mode  of  excitation.  But  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  tones 
afforded  by  their  combination  must  be  either  that  of  a  string  or  reed, 
according  as  either  element  predominated.  A  single  experiment  will 
remove  any  such  impression.  Here  is  a  very  large  reed  combined 
with  a  very  small  and  short  string;  also  a  small  reed  with  a  very 
long  one :  yet  the  former  gives  a  pure  clean  tone  indistinguishable 
from  this  organ  pipe  (an  open  metal  diapason)  which  I  try  against  it, 
whilst  the  £tter,  in  spite  of  the  predominance  of  the  string,  gives  a 
comparatively  coarse  and  reedy  effect.  The  real  varieties  of  tone 
and  their  causes  are  due  mainly  to  the  following  simple  facts,  which 
may  be  expressed  almost  in  a  tabular  form : 

In  free  reeda,  as  a  general  rule,  large  excursions  of  the  tongue  tend 
to  produce  reedy,  coarse,  and  striking  tones ;  small  excursions,  more 
pure  and  soft  and  massive.  For  example,  here  are  two  reeds  precisely 
similar,  only  the  tongue  of  one  of  th^  is  confined  by  a  spring,  so  a» 
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artificiall J  to  render  its  vibrationB  of  small  amplitude :  tlie  difEerence 
in  purity  of  tone  is  at  once  apparent. 

In  strings,  flexibility  promotes  large  excursions, — rigidity,  small 
excursions ;  the  flexibility  or  rigidity  of  the  string  being  determined  by 
its  relative  length,  tension,  or  calibre.  If  a  given  reed  were  connected 
with  a  flexible  string,  and  then  with  a  rigid  one,  the  result  of  the  first 
combination  would  be  a  tone  of  the  nature  of  a  reed-pipe,  and  the 
second  of  a  flue-pipe  in  an  organ. 

This  is  of  course  a  very  general  description,  for  the  gradations  of 
flexibility  of  strings  and  of  tones  in  these  two  great  classes  of  oigan 
pipes  are  in  both  cases  very  numerous. 

But  the  main  results  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  experi- 
ment :  Here  are  two  reeds  affording  by  themselves,  as  you  hear,  a  note 
of  the  same  pitch.  These  are  now  attached  to  two  different  kinds  of 
strings.  The  first  is  a  thin  wire  a  foot  long,  at  a  moderate  tension,  so 
that  it  comes  under  the  head  of  flexible  strings.  The  result  is  a  note 
somewhat  of  the  trumpet  character,  loud,  brilliant,  and  reedy.  The 
other  and  similar  reed  is  attached  to  a  wire  at  the  same  tension,  which, 
however,  is  three  feet  long,  and  six  times  the  calibre  of  the  other. 
Though  this  is  also  a  flexible  string,  the  result  is  different,  for  the 
weight  of  the  string  seems  to  regulate  the  vibrations  of  the  reed  very 
much  according  to  its  own  natural  movement;  consequently  the 
excursions  of  the  reed  are  in  no  way  exaggerated,  and  the  result  is  a 
decided  string  tone,  free  from  all  reedy  dbaracter.  Again,  here  are 
two  strings  affording  a  similar  pitch ;  they  are  both  a  foot  long,  and  of 
the  calibre  of  a  pianoforte  string  about  the  middle  of  the  scale.  They 
are  both  at  a  somewhat  high  tension.  To  the  first  is  attached  a  large 
reed  of  a  very  low  pitch,  many  octaves  below  the  note  of  the  string, 
and  that  of  the  combined  tone  now  afforded,  which  is  of  a  soft, 
massive  character,  such  as  characterizes  the  flue-pipes  of  an  organ. 

In  this  case  the  naturaUy  large  and  powerM  vibrations  of  the 
reed  are  simply  confined  and  tranismitted  to  the  soundboard  by  the 
small  rigid  string.  The  tone  of  the  reed  is  thus  completely  purified, 
and  the  displacement  of  air  which  its  naturally  large  excursions  would 
have  caused,  is  far  m'ore  than  replaced  by  tiie  action  of  the  sound- 
board. The  other  similar  string  is  attached  to  a  reed  far  nearer  to 
its  own  pitch,  whose  tone  it  purifies  and  intensifies  in  the  same  way. 
But  as  there  is  a  more  perfect  sympathy  existing  between  their  natural 
note  of  vibration,  the  result  is  a  note  equally  pure,  but  more  rich  and 
cloying,  differing  from  the  other  as  the  note  of  a  French  horn  differa 
from  &at  of  a  stopped  flue-pipe.  On  these  simple  causes  four  main 
sources  of  variety  of  tone  depend. 

All  these  experiments  are  made  under  the  same  conditions  of  reed 
channel  and  soundboard.  But  when  it  is  remembered  that  any  one  of 
them  can  be  modified  as  it  stands^  by  the  simple  treatment  which 
affects  reeds,  and  the  arrangement  of  soundboard  which  affects  strings, 
it  will  be  seen  that  any  one  of  them  can  be  multiplied  by  the  cansee 
that  affect  either  reeds  or  strings  so  as  to  afford  distinctive  qualities, 
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and  that  these  qualities  may  be  farther  combined  and  merged  into 
each,  so  as  to  aflford  all  the  gradations  between  trmnpet  and  horn,  and 
flute  and  voice  and  string. 

In  all  these  experiments,  and  in  the  wind  violin,  the  strmg  com- 
bined with  the  reed  vibrates  in  a  single  segment.  But  if  the  string 
were  prolonged  on  either  side  it  would  resolve  itself  into  three  seg- 
ments. Here  is  such  a  note ;  on  comparing  it  with  this  diapason  pipe, 
its  sweetness  and  intensity  are  apparent.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  this 
case  the  string  is  thus  resolved,  the  nodes  and  segments  being  very 
dear  and  well  defined. 


The  two  terminal  segments  are  equal,  whilst  that  to  which  the  reed 
is  attached  is  shorter. 

This  resolving  of  the  string  into  segments  is  now  unnecessary  for 
the  production  of  a  good  tone.  But  it  had  at  one  time  an  important 
influence  upon  the  development  of  reed  and  string,  both  as  affording 
encouragement  by  the  tones  obtained,  and  by  indicating  optically  the 
direction  in  which  results  were  to  be  looked  for.  For  there  was  a 
time  when  the  only  results  that  could  be  shown  were  a  few  notes 
produced  violin  fashion  on  a  single  string.  And  before  liberty  and 
means  could  be  gained  for  developing  Mr.  Farmer's  principle,  it  was 
necessary  that  something  essentially  remarkable  as  sound  should  be 
produced.  In  the  search  for  this,  the  best  results  always  occurred 
when  the  string  was  thus  resolved,  and  for  it  a  perfect  sympathy  of  reed 
and  string  was  thus  secured,  which  the  most  deliberate  arrangement 
can  hardly  surpass  when  one  segment  alone  is  used. 

The  notes  thus  obtained  produced  the  desired  effect,  and  many 
celebrated  musicians  and  savants  urged  the  prosecution  of  experiments. 
Sir  Fred.  Ouseley  was  one  of  the  first  to  declare  that  as  far  as  sound 
went  the  matter  was  worth  prosecuting  to  the  uttermost.  Lord 
Lindsay  then  kindly  set  his  laboratory  at  the  disposal  of  the  under- 
taking, and  it  has  been  there  that  notes  obtained  by  a  kind  of  natural 
coincidence,  and  slow  of  speech  and  difficult  to  control,  have  become 
systematized  deliberately  and  rendered  prompt  and  simple  in  their 
action.  And  if  reeds  and  strings  fulfil  what  they  seem  to  promise^ 
it  will  be  due  to  the  generosity  and  patience  of  many  men. 

Before  explaining  the  musical  results  obtainable  from  reed  and 
string  instruments,  it  may  be  as  well  to  deal  with  some  difficulties 
which  may  have  been  anticipated. 

When  used  as  a  wind  violin,  no  difficulties  present  themselves 
except  that  of  arranging  the  strings  and  intervals  so  as  best  to  suit 
the  performer.  But  when  used  in  a  rigid  instrument,  two  difficulties 
at  once  suggest  themselves:  1st,  the  notes  might  not  respond  to 
the  touch ;  2nd,  they  might  go  out  of  tone. 

As  regards  the  first  difficulty,  anyone  is  welocHne  to  satisfy  bim- 
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sell  And  it  may  seem  remarkable  tliat  the  most  rigid  stringg 
ensure  as  a  rule  the  most  perfect  promptness,  and  the  better  the  note 
the  quicker  its  speech,  any  delay  being  due  to  a  want  of  that  sym- 
pathy between  string  and  reed,  which  necessarily  requires  long 
study  to  establish. 

But  it  might  naturally  appear  that  an  instrument  partially  com- 
posed of  strings  might  share  their  liability  to  alter  in  pitch.     At  one' ' 
time  it  was  determined  to  obviate  this  by  using  a  string  which  should^ 
be  insensible  to  changes  at  tension  within  certain  limits. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  an  elastic  band  extended  and  plucked  does 
not  alter  its  pitch  until  its  elasticity  is  nearly  exhausted  by  tension, 
when  it  alters  rapidly.  Here  is  an  elastic  string  in  metal  forming 
apparently  a  solid  bar,  which  is  really  a  flattened  steel  band  thrown 
into  a  helical  form.  On  tuning  it  and  striking  it  with  a  hammer,  it 
may  be  compared  with  this  pianoforte  string  beside  it.  The  tension 
which  affects  the  solid  string  by  nearly  an  octave  hardly  alters 
the  spiral  string  a  semitone.  Moreover,  a  short  length  of  such  a 
string  might  be  attached  to  a  solid  wire  and  lie  beyond  the  bridge 
so  as  to  act  as  a  compensator.  This  Would  correct  all  structand 
displacement.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  strings  now  used  are  so 
short,  the  framework  so  compact,  and  the  tension  on  the  whole  series 
so  low,  that  structural  displacement  need  no  longer  be  considered. 
Next,  strings  may  be  affected  by  temperature ;  but  there  are  metals 
and  alloys  which  are  practically  unaffected.  And  although  these 
could  not  be  hitherte  used  in  pianofortes  and  instruments  which  de- 
pend on  the  free  string  for  their  sound,  yet,  in  this  case,  the  substance 
of  the  metal  wire  which  conveys  the  reed's  vibrations  is  immateriaL 

Another  source  of  derangement  in  string  instruments  hitherto, 
has  been  the  gradual  exhaustion  of  the  string's  retractile  power  by  its 
own  constant  vibration,  and  especially  by  the  shock  conveyed  in  causing 
it  so  to  vibrate. 

Now  when  a  reed  is  the  motive  power  there  is  no  such  shock ;  and 
as  has  been  already  shown,  the  amplitude  of  excursion  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  Moreover,  the  reed  is  capable  of  holding  its  own  against 
the  string,  as  much  as  the  string  of  influencing  the  reed.  Supposing  a 
reed  and  string  in  combination  to  afford  notes  of  varied  quality,  prompt 
in  speech,  easy  to  control,  and  simple  in  arrangement,  what  form 
will  musical  instruments  so  constructed  assume,  and  what  position 
will  they  occupy  in  music  ? 

When  it  is  desired  to  gain  the  same  control  over  a  string  worked 
by  a  reed  as  the  violinist  gains  over  a  string  worked  by  a  bow,  the 
strings  are  set  before  the  performer,  at  a  convenient  level,  and  subject 
to  the  control  of  both  hands,  as  in  a  zither.  Wind  is  supplied  to  the 
reeds  by  a  small  feeder,  as  in  a  harmonium.  It  is  admitted  to  each 
reed  by  a  valve,  which  is  opened  by  the  same  pressure  of  the  hand 
which  controls  the  string  thus  sounded.  For  a  strip  of  wood  which 
opens  the  valve  by  a  "  roller  action  "  may  run  parallel  to  each  string 
in  the  position  naturally  occupied  by  the  thumb  of  the  hand  which 
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controls  ii  The  «<feet'*  thus  supply  the  place  of  the  <*bow/'  both 
hands  being  left  free  to  control  the  strings.  The  quality  of  the  sound 
can  be  any  of  the  numerous  ones  which  string  and  reed  can  supply  ; 
and  Mr.  Farmer  has  shown  us  that  the  '*  glide  "  and  expression  and 
control  of  the  string,  which  can  only  be  obtained  from  the  violin  by 
long  practice,  are  here  within  the  reach  of  the  most  unpractised  hand. 
But  when  these  sounds  are  controlled  by  a  ^  key  "  we  should  consider 
''rather  the  application  of  strings  to  wind  instruments  and  the  applica- 
*  tion  of  wind  to  strings. 

The  introduction  of  the  "free  reed"  into  Europe  has  brought 
within  eyeryone's  reach  wind  instruments  deficient  only  in  these  very 
respects,  in  which  string  and  reed  instruments  excel. 

Anyone  who  examines  a  harmonium  or  reed  organ  will  see 
that  all  that  is  unsatisfactory  in  them  is  due  to  the  want  of  a  real 
reinforcement  to  each  note.  All  that  the  most  costly  arrangement  of 
tubes  or  resonators  can  supply  is  effected  the  moment  that  a  reed 
is  connected  with  a  string,  which  not  only  entirely  purifies  its  sound 
by  confining  its  vibrations,  but  transmits  those  vibrations  to  a  sound- 
board, and  thus  reproduces  the  work  of  the  reed  in  a  form  which 
is  pure,  massive,  and  voluminous,  and  eminently  suited  to  support  the 
human  voice,  as  is  the  case  witii  all  sounds  due  to  the  action  of  a 
string  and  soundboard.  As  the  space  occupied  by  each  string  need 
not  exceed  the  scale  of  each  note  on  keyboiml  or  pedals,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  point  out  the  economy  of  this  system.  A  ^stop,**  or 
series  of  such  notes  of  a  certain  quality,  naturally  assumes  a  some* 
what  harp-like  form.  The  wind  is  admitted  to  the  reed  of  each  string 
by  a  tracker  or  rod  connected  with  its  key. 

Though  it  has  been  shown  that  such  a  string  can  perfectly  imitate 
a  diapason  pipe,  these  strings  need  not  be  expected  "to  supplant  pipes 
in  an  organ,  but  rather  to  supply  certain  tones  desirable  in  an  organ 
which  it  is  at  present  difficult  or  impossible  for  pipes  to  afford, 
especially  in  the  lower  part  of  the  scale,  where  a  large  column  of  air 
is  required  to  reinforce  every  note.  Accordingly  it  is  in  doing  what 
it  is  inconvenient  or  impossible  otherwise  to  do  that  wind  and  string 
must  earn  its  place  in  music 

,  I  cannot  conclude  without  once  more  reminding  you  that  what- 
ever results  may  be  obtained,  and  whatever  credit  earned  in  developing 
the  capabilities  of  reed  and  string,  these  experiments  were  instituted 
upon  Mr.  Farmer's  original  invention,  and  to  him  we  all  owe  our 
thanks. 

[J.  B.  H.] 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETINO, 
Friday,  May  28,  1875. 

GiOBOS  Busk,  Esq.  F  Jt.S.  Treasurer  and  Yioe-Presideni, 
in  the  Chair. 

Cou  A.  Lanb  Fox,  F.S.A.  M.R.L 

PKBIDSKT  OF  TRB  AKTHBOPOLOOICAL  IKSrULia, 

On  ihe  Evolution  of  Culture. 

If  we  aooept  the  definition  of  the  term  soienoe  as  "  organized  conmion 
sense,"  we  necessarily  reject  the  idea  of  it  as  a  "  great  medicine " 
applicable  only  to  particular  subjects  and  inapplicable  to  others ;  and 
we  assume  that  all  those  things  which  call  forth  the  exercise  of  our 
common  sense  are  capable  of  being  scientifically  dealt  with,  according 
as  the  knowledge  which  we  pretend  to  have  about  them  is  based  on 
evidence  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  sequel  is  applied  to  the  deter- 
mination of  what,  for  want  of  a  better  word,  we  caU  general  laws. 

But  in  using  this  term  law,  we  do  not  employ  it  in  the  sense  of  a 
human  law,  as  a  regulating  or  governing  principle  of  anything,  bat 
merely  as  deduction  from  observed  phenomena.  We  use  it  in  the  sense 
of  a  result,  rather  than  a  cause  of  what  we  observe,  or  at  most  we 
employ  it  to  express  the  operation  of  proximate  causes ;  and  of  the 
ultimate  causes  for  the  phenomena  of  nature  we  know  nothing  at  all. 

Further,  in  this  development  of  the  principle  of  common  sense 
it  has  been  said  that  the  inductive  sciences  pass  through  three  phases, 
which  have  been  termed  the  empirical,  tiie  dassificatory,  and  the 
theoretical. 

Of  these,  the  first  or  empirical  stage  may  be  defined  as  represent- 
ing that  particular  phase  of  unorganized  common  sense  in  which  our 
knowledge  is  simply  a  record  of  the  results  of  ordinary  experience, 
such  as  might  be  acquired  by  any  savage  or  uneducated  person  in  his 
dealings  with  external  nature. 

But  as  this  condition  of  knowledge  might  perhaps  be  denied  the 
claim  to  be  considered  scientific,  it  might  be  better  perhaps  to  extend 
the  term  so  as  to  embrace  all  that  can  be  included  under  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  subjects  treated,  in  which  these  subjects  are  studied 
for  their  own  sakes,  or  on  account  of  their  practical  uses  to  man,  and 
not  with  a  view  to  generalizing  upon  them. 

In  this  way  it  may  be  said  that  agriculture  represents  the  empirical 
or  practical  stage  of  botany  ;  mining  that  of  geology ;  hunting  and  the 
domestication  of  animals  that  of  zoology ;  the  trade  of  the  butcher 
that  of  anatomy ;  navigation  by  means  of  the  stars  that  of  astronomy. 

Passing  now  over  £e  boundary  line  which  separates  what  are  gene- 
rally recognized  as  the  physical  sciences  from  the  science  of  culture,  in 
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which  the  subjects  treated  are  emanations  from  the  human  mind,  we 
find  that  these  also  have  their  corresponding  phases  of  development. 

Commencing  first  with  the  science  of  language,  which  has  been  the 
earliest  and  perhaps  the  most  important  branch  of  human  culture  the 
study  of  which  has  been  scientifically  treated  as  yet,  we  find  that 
Professor  Max  Miiller,  in  the  series  of  lectures  deliyered  in  this  Insti- 
tution in  1861-63,  has  shown  that  the  science  of  language  has  its 
corresponding  empirical  or  practical  stage,  in  which  it  is  studied 
only  for  its  own  sake,  or  for  its  utility  as  a  means  of  intercommunica- 
tion ;  not  as  a  means  of  generalizing  upon  language  as  a  whole,  but 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  understanding  the  particular  languages 
which  we  wish  to  make  use  of  in  our  intercourse  with  others. 

In  like  manner  passing  from  language  to  the  particular  department 
of  culture  which,  for  the  reasons  to  be  explained  hereafter,  I  shall 
make  the  subject  of  this  discourse,  viz.  the  material  arts,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  show  that  there  exists  also  in  relation  to  them  a  prac- 
tical or  empirical  stage,  which  is  the  stage  that  we  are  now  in  with 
respect  to  them,  in  which  we  may  include  the  whole  of  the  construc- 
tive arts  of  mankind  from  the  simple  flint  knife  to  the  most  complex 
machine  of  modem  times  when  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
mechanic  or  the  artificer,  not  as  subjects  for  generalization,  but 
merely  from  an  utilitarian  point  of  view. 

There  are  many  persons  no  doubt  who  regard  utility,  not  as  a 
primary  stage,  but  as  the  final  and  highest  result  of  science.  But 
the  highest  achievements  of  science,  even  the  highest  practical 
achievements,  would  never  have  been  reached  by  the  mere  utilitarian. 
There  is  a  force  within  us  by  which  we  are  moved  in  the  direction  of 
acquiring  knowledge  for  its  own  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  truth, 
regardless  of  any  material  advantage  to  be  derived  from  such  know- 
ledge. Sooner  or  later  such  knowledge  is  sure  to  bear  practical  fruits, 
even  though  we  may  not  live  to  realize  them. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  that  men  of  science  have  advanced  to  the  second 
or  classificatory  stage,  in  which,  with  a  view  to  higher  generalization, 
the  subjects  studied  are  grouped  together  according  to  their  affinities, 
and  specific  points  of  resemblance  are  taken  as  the  representatives  of 
each  class. 

These  classes  are  at  first  grouped  round  independent  centres ;  but 
such  an  arrangement  of  them,  having  no  existence  in  reality,  is  purely 
subjective  and  can  only  be  transitional.  The  margins  of  the  classes 
so  formed  represent  only  the  margins  of  our  knowledge  or  oi|r  ignor- 
ance, as  the  case  may  be. 

By  degrees,  as  the  classes  become  extended,  sub-classes  are  formed, 
and  they  are  seen  to  arrange  themselves  in  the  form  of  branches 
radiating  from  a  central  stem.  By  still  further  observation  the  stems 
of  the  several  classes  are  seen  to  tend  towards  each  other,  and  we  are 
led  to  trace  them  to  a  point  of  imion. 

Thus  from  the  classificatory  or  comparative  we  pass  gradually 
into  the  third  stage,  which  I  have  spoken  of  as  the  theoretical,  but 
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which  may  perhaps  be  more  clearly  defined  as  the  eyolntionary.  By 
the  nse  of  this  term  eYolutionary  we  make  it  apparent  that  onr  third 
stage  is  bat  a  development  of  the  second,  evolntion  being  merely  the 
necessary  and  inevitable  result  of  the  extension  of  classification,  im- 
plying greater  nnity  and  broader  generalizations. 

These  three  stages  then,  the  empirical  or  practical,  the  classificatoTy 
or  comparative,  and  the  evolationary,  are  applicable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  all  the  inductive  sciences. 

But  it  has  been  held  by  some  that  a  broad  line  of  demarcation 
must  be  drawn  between  the  physical  sciences  properly  so  called,  such 
as  zoology,  botany,  and  geology,  which  deal  with  external  nature, 
and  those  sciences  which  have  been  termed  historic,  which  deal  with 
the  works  of  man. 

This  question  has  been  ably  treated  by  Professor  Max  Miiller  in 
the  series  of  lectures  to  which  I  have  referred,  a  course  of  lectures 
which  must  bQ  regarded  as  a  starting  point  and  basis  of  instruction 
for  all  who  foUow  after  him  in  the  same  path. 

But  in  claiming  for  the  science  of  language,  and  for  language  only, 
a  place  amongst  tiie  physical  sciences,  he  has  made  admissions  to 
opponents  which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  ought  not  to  be  made,  and 
which  are  inconsistent  with  that  more  extended  view  of  the  subject  by 
which  I  contend  that,  if  language,  then  all  that  comes  under  the  head 
of  culture  must  be  included  amongst  the  physical  sciences.  Thus, 
for  example,  we  find  him  admitting  this  passage  as  a  sound  and 
reasonable  argument  on  the  part  of  those  who  deny  the  claim  of 
language  to  be  included  amongst  the  physical  sciences :  '*  Physical 
science,"  he  says,  ''deals  with  the  work  of  God,  historical  science  with 
the  works  of  man." 

Now  if  in  dealing  with  what  are  here  termed  the  historical 
sciences,  we  were  to  ti^e  the  subjects  of  such  sciences,  as  for  example 
the  arts  or  language,  implements  or  words,  and  were  to  regard  them 
as  entities  to  be  studied  apart  from  their  relation  to  mind,  and  were 
to  endeavour  to  deduce  from  them  the  laws  by  which  they  are  related 
to  each  other,  it  is  evident  that  we  should  be  dealing  with  a  matter 
which  could  not  be  correlated  with  the  physical  sciences ;  but  such  a 
course  would  be  absurd.  It  would  be  as  absurd  to  speak  of  a  boome- 
rang as  being  derived  by  inheritance  from  a  waddy,  as  to  speak  of  a 
word  in  Italian  being  derived  by  inheritance  from  a  corresponding 
word  in  Latin ;  these  words  and  these  implements  are  but  the  outward 
signs  or  symbols  of  particular  ideas  in  tiie  mind ;  and  the  sequence, 
if  any,  wluch  we  observe  to  connect  them  together,  is  but  the  outward 
sign  of  the  succession  of  ideas  in  the  brain.  It  is  the  mind  that  we 
study  by  means  of  these  symbols. 

But  of  the  particular  molecular  changes  or  other  processes  which 
accompany  the  evolution  of  ideas  in  the  mind,  we  know  no  more  than 
we  do  of  the  particxdar  molecular  changes  and  other  processes  which 
accompany  the  evolution  of  life  in  nature,  or  the  changes  in  chemistry. 

If  then  we  are  to  understand  the  expression  ''  the  work  of  Grod  " 
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as  implying  the  direct  action  of  nltimate  causes,  it  is  evident  that  we 
are  not  in  a  position  either  to  affirm  or  to  deny  or  to  make  any  state- 
ment whatever  respecting  such  ultimate  causes  which  may  operate 
either  as  directly  or  as  indirectly  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  We 
know  nothing  about  them,  and  therefore  to  invoke  ultimate  causes  as 
a  reason  for  distinguishing  between  the  sciences  is  to  take  up  a  position 
which  cannot  be  scientifically  maintained. 

With  equal  if  not  greater  truth  we  may  combat  the  assertion  that 
the  science  of  culture  is  historical,  whilst  nature,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  dealt  with  by  the  physical  sciences,  is  incapable  of  progress. 
However  valid  this  objection  might  have  appeared  during  the  em- 
pirical and  comparative  stages  of  the  physical  sciences,  it  cannot  be 
maintained,  since  the  resewshes  of  Darwin  and  others  have  fairly 
landed  them  in  their  evolutionary  phase.  The  principles  of  variation 
and  natural  selection  have  established  a  bond  of  union  between  the 
physical  and  culture  sciences  which  can  never  be  broken.  History  is 
but  another  term  for  evolution.  There  are  histories  and  histories,  as 
anyone  may  determine  who  has  read  Green*s  '  History  of  England,' 
and  compared  it  with  the  kind  of  matter  which  passed  for  history  in 
his  school  days.  But  our  position  with  regard  to  culture  has  always 
been  one  which  has  forced  on  our  comprehension  the  ;reality  of  pro- 
gress, whilst  with  respect  to  the  slow  progress  of  external  nature,  it 
has  been  concealed  from  us,  owing  to  the  brief  span  of  human  exist- 
ence and  our  imperfect  records  of  the  past.  The  distinction,  therefore, 
between  the  sciences,  as  historical  and  non-historical,  is  but  a  subjec- 
tive delusion,  and  not  an  objective  reality ;  and  herein,  I  believe,  lies 
the  secret  of  most  of  those  errors  that  we  have  to  contend  with. 

But  the  point  in  which  I  venture  more  particularly  to  differ  from 
the  conclusions  of  the  learned  author  of  the  Science  of  Language  is  the 
line  which  he  has  drawn  between  language  and  the  other  branches  of 
culture  by  including  language  amongst  tiie  physical  sciences  whilst 
he  excludes  the  rest.  '*  If  language,"  he  says,  ^'  be  the  work  of  man 
in  the  same  sense  in  which  a  statue,  a  temple,  a  poem,  or  a  law,  are 
properly  called  works  of  man,  the  science  of  language  would  have 
to  be  classed  as  an  historic  science ;"  and  again  he  says,  "  It  is  the 
object  of  these  lectures  to  prove  that  language  is  not  a  work  of  human 
art  in  the  same  sense  as  painting,  or  building,  or  writing,  or  printing." 

In  dealing  with  this  question  it  is  material,  as  regards  the  relative 
claims  of  language  and  the  arts  to  be  studied  as  physical  sciences,  to 
distingnish  between  the  general  and  the  particular.  If  it  is  said  that 
language  as  a  whole  is  not  a  work  of  human  design,  the  same  may  with 
equal  truth  be  said  of  the  arts  as  a  whole.  A  man  who  constructs  a 
building,  a  tool,  or  a  weapon,  can  no  more  be  said  to  have  devised 
a  scheme  of  arts,  than  the  introducer  of  a  new  word  can  be  said  to  have 
invented  a  language ;  but  each  particular  word  bears  the  impress  of 
human  design  as  clearly  as  a  weapon  or  a  coin.  A  word  may  be  said 
to  be  a  tool  for  the  communication  of  thought,  just  as  a  weapon  is  an 
implement  of  war. 
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But,  says  Professor  Miiller, "  art,  science,  philosophy,  religion,  all 
have  a  history ;  language  or  any  other  production  of  nature  admits 
only  of  growtii."  But  unless  it  can  be  i^own  that  words  are  entities 
having  ihe  power  of  generating  and  producing  other  words,  which  arts, 
tools,  or  weapons,  do  not  possess,  the  word  growth  can  only  be 
applied  figuratively  to  language  as  it  is  to  the  arts,  and  in  that  case 
growth  and  history  are  synonymous  terms.  But  this  is  absurd.  Words, 
as  I  said  before,  are  the  outward  signs  of  ideas  in  the  mind,  and  this 
is  also  the  case  with  tools  or  weapons.  Words  are  ideas  expressed 
by  sounds,  whilst  tools  are  ideas  expressed  by  hands ;  and  unless  it 
can  be  shown  that  there  are  distinct  processes  in  the  mind  for 
language  and  for  the  arts  they  must  be  classed  together. 

But  it  is  said, ''  language  ha^  the  property  of  progressing  gradually 
and  irresistibly,  and  the  changes  in  it  are  completely  beyond  the 
control  of  the  free  will  of  man.  This,  however,  can  only  be  accepted 
relatively.  We  know  that  in  certain  phases  of  savage  life  the  use  of 
particular  words  may  be  tabooed  in  the  same  manner  that  the  use 
of  particular  implements  or  weapons  may  be  tabooed ;  but  it  would  be 
quite  as  hopeless  for  any  individual  to  attempt  to  change  the  entire 
course  of  the  constructive  arts  as  to  change  tiie  form  of  a  language; 
the  action  of  the  individual  man  is  limited  in  both  cases  to  the  pro- 
duction of  particular  words  or  particular  implements,  which  take  their 
place  like  bricks  in  a  building. 

Man  is  not  the  designer  in  the  sense  of  an  architect,  but  he  is 
the  constructor  in  the  sense  of  a  brickmaker  or  a  bricklayer. 

But  the  difficulty  of  tracing  fleeting  words  to  their  sources  operates 
to  a  great  extent  in  efibcing  the  action  of  the  individual  in  language. 
Words  become  public  property  before  they  are  incorporated  in  a 
language.  It  would  be  difficult  to  establish  a  system  of  patents  for 
new  words.  Here  again  we  see  that  the  line  drawn  between  language 
and  the  arts  is  a  subjective  delusion,  not  an  objective  reality.  It  is 
not  true  that  words  do  not  originate  with  individual  men,  but  merely 
that  we  do  not  perceive  it. 

Modifications  of  words,  like  modifications  in  the  forms  of  the  arts, 
result  from  the  succession  of  ideas  or  other  causes  a£Fecting  particular 
minds.  They  obtain  acceptance  through  natural  selection  by  the 
survival  of  the  fittest. 

The  chance  which  a  new  word  or  a  new  implement  has  of  surviving 
depends  on  the  number  of  words  or  implements  to  be  superseded,  on 
their  relative  importance  to  the  art  or  the  language,  and  the  persistency 
with  which  these  superseded  words  or  implements  are  retained.  The 
truth  of  this  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  vocabularies  change  far  more 
rapidly  than  grammatical  forms;  because  the  same  grammatical  ter- 
minations are  employed  with  a  large  number  of  difierent  words,  and 
they  are  therefore  a  more  constant  necessity  of  speech. 

Hence  early  and  barbaric  languages  may  be  connected  by  their 
grammatical  forms  long  after  their  vocabularies  have  entirely  changed. 
The  same  truth  is  seen  in  the  fact  admitted  by  philologists,  that  in 
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small  communities  new  words  and  modifications  of  words  gain  more 
ready  acceptance  than  in  large  commnnities;  because  the  struggle 
of  the  new  words  for  existence  is  less  in  small  than  in  large  com- 
munities, and  the  dialects  therefore  change  more  rapidly.  And  the 
same  causes  influence  the  transformations  which  take  place  in  the  arts. 
Objects  in  common  use  change  more  slowly  than  those  which  are  but 
little  employed;  the  difference  is  merely  one  of  degree  and  not  of  kihd« 

In  dealing  with  the  arts,  each  separate  contrivance  occupies  a 
larger  share  of  our  attention,  to  the  exclusion  of  any  comprehensive 
survey  of  them  as  a  whole.  The  arts  present  themselves  to  our 
mental  vision  on  a  larger  scale,  and  we  view  them  analytically ;  we 
are  as  it  were  in  the  brickmaker's  yard  seeing  each  brick  turned 
out  of  hand,  whereas  in  dealing  with  language  we  see  only  the  finished 
building,  the  details  are  lost  We  view  language  synthetically.  The 
arts  may  be  said  to  present  themselves  to  us  as  a  sea  beach  in  detached 
fragments;  language  in  the  form  of  a  compact  sandstone.  The 
empiric  or  the  utilitarian  may  deny  that  there  is  any  resemblance 
between  them ;  but  the  geologist  knows  that  the  mode  of  deposition 
has  been  the  same  in  both  cases,  and  he  classes  the  whole  as  rocks. 

Then  again  there  are  facilities  for  collecting  and  arranging  the 
data  for  the  study  of  language  which  do  not  exist  in  the  case  of  the 
arts.  Whilst  words  take  seconds  to  record,  hours  and  days  may  be 
spent  in  the  accurate  delineation  of  form.  Words  cost  nothing,  may 
be  packed  in  folios,  transmitted  by  post,  and  stored  on  the  shelves  of 
every  private  library.  Ten  thousand  classified  words  may  be  carried 
in  the  coat  pocket  without  inconvenience,  whilst  a  tenth  part  of  that 
number  of  material  objects  require  a  museum  to  contain  them,  and  are 
accessible  only  to  a  few :  this  is  the  reason  why  the  arts  have  never 
been  subjected  to  those  classifications  which  form  the  groundwork  of 
a  science. 

But  when  we  say  that  words  and  implements  are  both  tools 
employed  for  the  expression  of  thought,  it  is  important  to  bear  in  view 
one  difference  between  them,  which  has  a  practical  bearing  on  the 
relative  value  of  the  two  studies  as  a  means  of  tracing  the  evolution 
of  culture  in  prehistoric  times  and  amongst  savages.  The  word  is  the 
tool  of  the  ear,  the  implement  the  tool  of  the  eye ;  and  for  this  reason 
language  is  the  science  of  historic  times,  whilst  the  arts  constitute 
the  subject  of  science  to  be  studied  in  relation  to  prehistoric  times. 

Every  new  tool  or  weapon  formed  by  the  hand  of  man  retains  the 
same  form  as  long  as  it  continues  to  exist ;  it  may  be  lumded  from 
man  to  man,  fix)m  tribe  to  tribe,  from  father  to  son,  from  one  genera- 
tion to  another ;  or  buried  in  the  soil,  it  may  under  special  conditions 
continue  for  untold  ages  without  change  of  form,  until  in  our  own 
time  it  may  be  discov^ed  and  employed  as  evidence  of  the  condition 
of  Uie  arts  at  the  time  it  was  fabricated.  Very  different,  however,  is 
the  history  of  words.  Each  word  coined  by  the  exercise  of  the  inven- 
tive faculty  of  man  to  express  an  idea  is  liable  to  change  as  it  passes 
from  mouth  to  ear.    Its  continued  identity  is  dependent  solely  on 
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memory,  and  it  is  subject  to  phonetic  and  acoustic  changes  from 
which  the  forms  of  the  arts  are  exempt 

When  by  the  invention  of  writing  each  word  receiyes  its  eqniya- 
lent  in  forms  that  are  appreciable  to  sense  of  sight,  it  gains  stability, 
which  places  it  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  the  arts,  and  enables  as 
to  trace  with  certainty  the  changes  it  has  undergone ;  and  therefore  in 
historic  times  language  is  the  surest  test  of  social  contact  that  we 
can  have.  But  in  prehistoric  times,  before  it  has  acquired  this 
permanence  through  the  inyention  of  writing,  the  forms  of  language 
were,  to  use  Mr.  Sayce's  expression,  in  a  constant  state  of  flux. 

The  truth  of  this  is  seen  in  the  immense  number  of  dialects  and 
languages  employed  by  savages  at  the  present  time.  Thus  amon^^ 
the  one  hundred  islands  occupied  by  the  Melanesian  race,  the  Bishop 
of  Wellington  tells  us,  and  his  statement  is  confirmed  by  the  late 
lamented  Bishop  Patterson,  that  there  are  no  less  than  two  hundred 
languages,  differing  so  much  that  the  tribes  can  have  but  very  little 
interchange  of  thought ;  and  similar  accounts  are  given  of  rapid 
changes  of  language  in  Cambodia,  Siberia,  Central  Africa,  North, 
Central,  and  South  America. 

The  greater  stability  of  the  material  arts  as  compared  with  the 
fluctuations  in  the  language  of  a  people  in  a  state  of  prinueYal 
savagery,  is  well  shown  by  a  consideration  of  the  weapons  of  the 
Australians,  and  the  names  by  which  they  are  known  in  the  several 
parts  of  that  continent.  These  people,  from  the  simplicity  of  their 
arts,  afford  us  the  only  living  examples  of  what  we  may  presume  to 
have  been  the  characteristics  of  a  primitive  people.  Their  weapons 
are  the  same  throughout  the  continent ;  the  shield,  the  throwing-^tidc, 
the  spear,  the  boomerang,  and  their  other  weapons  differ  only  in 
being  thicker,  broader,  flatter,  or  longer,  in  different  localities ;  bnt 
whe&er  seen  on  the  east  or  the  west  coast,  each  of  these  classes  of 
weapons  is  easily  recognized  by  its  form  and  uses.  On  the  other 
hand,  amongst  the  innumerable  languages  and  dialects  spoken  hy 
these  people,  it  would  appear  that  almost  every  tribe  has  a  different 
name  for  the  same  weapon.  The  narrow  parryingnahield,  which  con- 
sists of  a  piece  of  wood  with  a  place  for  the  hand  in  the  centre,  in 
South  Australia  goes  by  the  name  of  Heileman,  in  other  parts  it  is 
known  under  the  name  of  Mulabakka,  in  Victoria  it  is  Tummung, 
and  on  the  west  coast  we  have  Murukanye  and  Tamarang  for  the 
same  implement  very  slightly  modified  in  size  and  form.  Befening 
to  the  comparative  table  of  Australian  languages  compiled  by  the 
Bev.  George  Taplin,  in  the  first  number  of  the  'Journal  of  the 
'  Anthropological  Institute,'  we  find  the  throwing-stick,  which  on  the 
Murray  Biver  is  known  by  the  name  of  Yova,  on  the  Lower  Darling 
is  Yarrum,  in  New  South  Wales  it  is  Wommurrur,  in  Victoria  Ear- 
rick,  on  Lake  Alexandrina  Taralye,  amongst  the  Adelaide  tribes, 
South  Australia,  it  is  Midla,  in  other  parts  of  South  Australia  it  is 
called  Ngeweangko,  and  in  King  George's  Sound  Miro. 

From  these  considerations  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  in  the 
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earliest  stages  of  cultiire  the  arts  are  far  more  stable  than  language, 
whilst  the  arts  are  subject  only,  or  chiefly,  to  those  changes  which 
result  from  growth ;  language,  in  addition  to  those  which  result  from 
growth,  is  also  affected  by  changes  arising  from  phonetic  decay. 

The  importance  therefore  of  studying  the  grammar,  so  to  speak,  of 
the  arts  becomes  apparent,  as  it  is  by  this  means  alone  that  we  can 
trace  out  the  origin  and  eyolution  of  culture  in  the  earliest  times. 

The  task  before  us  is  to  follow  by  means  of  them  the  succession  of 
ideas  by  which  the  mind  of  man  has  developed,  from  the  simple  to  the 
complex,  and  from  the  homogeneous  to  the  heterogeneous ;  to  work  out 
step  by  step,  by  the  use  of  such  symbols  as  the  arts  afford,  that  law 
of  contiguity  by  which  the  mind  has  passed  from  simple  cohesion  of 
states  of  consciousness  to  the  association  of  ideas,  and  so  on  to  broader 
generalizations. 

This  development  has  to  be  considered  under  the  two  heads  of 
culture  and  constitution,  that  is  to  say,  that  we  have  to  consider  not 
only  the  succession  of  ideas  in  the  mind  resulting  from  experience, 
but  also  the  development  by  inheritance  of  the  internal  organism  of 
the  mind  itself,  or,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  ^*  In  the 
progress  of  life  at  large,  as  in  the  progress  of  the  individual,  the 
adjustment  of  inner  tendencies  to  outer  persistencies  must  begin  with 
the  simple  and  advance  to  the  complex,  seeing  that  both  within  and 
without,  complex  relations,  being  made  up  of  simple  ones,  cannot  be 
established  before  simple  ones  have  been  established." 

We  find  no  dif&culty  in  assenting  to  the  general  proposition  that 
culture  has  been  a  work  of  progress.  Our  difficulty  lies  in  realizing 
the  slow  stages  of  its  early  development,  owing  to  the  complexities 
both  of  our  mental  constitution  and  of  the  contemporaneous  culture 
from  which  experience  is  drawn,  or,  again  to  use  Mr,  Spencer's  more 
expressive  words,  **  of  our  inner  tendencies  and  outer  persistencies;" 
we  are  apt  to  regard  as  intuitive,  if  not  congenital,  many  simple  ideas 
which  in  early  culture  can  only  have  been  worked  out  through  the 
exercise  of  experience  and  reason  during  a  long  course  of  ages. 

We  see  this  error  of  our  own  minds  constantly  displayed  in  the 
education  of  children.  The  ideas  in  a  child's  mind,  like  those  of 
mankind  at  large,  are  necessarily  built  up  in  sequence.  The  instructor 
makes  use  of  some  word,  the  meaning  of  which  is  clearly  understood 
by  him,  but  which  does  not  &11  into  the  sequence  of  the  child's  reason- 
ing ;  the  conception  associated  with  it  in  the  child's  mind  must,  how- 
ever, necessarily  conform  to  such  sequence.  Hence  a  confusion  of 
ideas,  which  is  often  attributed  to  the  stupidity  of  the  child,  but  which 
is  in  reality  due  to  the  inexperience  of  the  instructor;  as,  for  instance, 
in  the  case  exemplified  by  Pip,  in  Dickens'  *  Great  Expectations,'  who, 
having  imbibed  the  precept  that  he  was  to  walk  in  the  same  all  the 
days  of  his  life,  was  led  by  his  sequence  of  ideas  to  infer  therefrom 
that  he  was  invariably  to  walk  to  school  by  the  same  path,  and  on  no 
account  go  round  by  the  pastrycook's. 

And  BO  in  studying  savages  and  early  races  whose  mental  deve- 
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lopment  corresponds  in  some  degree  to  that  of  children,  we  have  to 
guifurd  against  this  automorphism,  as  Mr.  Spencer  terms  it,  that  is  to 
say,  the  tendency  to  estimate  the  capacity  of  others  by  our  own,  which 
appepjrs  almost  completely  to  incapacitate  some  people  from  dealing 
with  the  subject. 

The  question  of  the  free  will  of  man  enters  largely  into  this  study. 
I  shall  not  be  expected  to  say  much  upon  a  subject  which  has  so  lately 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  public,  having  been  discussed  by  some  of 
our  ablest  scientists ;  but  I  cannot  avoid  quoting,  in  reference  to  this 
point,  a  passage  from  Dr.  Carpenter's  '  Mental  Physiology,'  who  in 
this  controversy  is  certainly  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  the  champion 
of  free  will ;  and  therefore  by  quoting  him  we  run  no  risk  of  over- 
stating the  case  against  free  will.  ^'  Our  mental  activity,"  he  says, 
^'  is  entirely  spontaneous  or  automatic,  being  determined  by  our  con- 
genital nervous  organism.  It  may  be  stated  as  a  fandamental 
principle  that  the  will  can  never  originate  any  form  of  mental  acti- 
vity. .  .  .  But  it  has  the  power,"  he  continues,  "  of  selecting  any  one 
out  of  several  objects  that  present  themselves  either  simultaneously 
or  successively  before  the  mental  vision,  and  of  so  limiting  and  inten- 
sifying the  impression  which  that  particular  object  makes  upon  the 
consciousness,  that  all  others  shall  be  for  the  time  non-existent  to  it." 

The  truth  of  this,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  limitation  of  the  will, 
cannot  fail  to  force  itself  upon  the  student  of  culture.  It  is,  I  venture 
to  think,  by  classifying  and  arranging  in  evolutionary  order  the  actual 
facts  of  the  manifestations  of  mind,  as  seen  in  the  development  of  the 
arts,  institutions,  and  languages  of  mankind,  no  less  than  by  compara^ 
tive  anatomy,  and  far  more  than  by  metaphysical  speculation,  that  we 
shall  arrive  at  a  solution  of  the  question,  to  what  extent  the  mental 
Ego  has  been,  to  use  Professor  Huxley's  expression,  a  conscious 
spectator  of  what  has  passed. 

I  propose,  therefore,  with  your  permission,  to  give  a  few  examples, 
by  means  of  diagrams,  of  material  evolution  derived  from  the  earliest 
phases  of  culture.  In  language  and  in  all  ideas  communicated  by 
word  of  mouth  there  is  a  hiatus  between  the  limits  of  our  knowledge 
and  the  origin  of  culture  which  can  never  be  bridged  over,  but  we 
may  hold  in  our  hand  the  first  tool  ever  created  by  the  hand  of  man. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  use  of  speech  is  the  distinctive  quality  of 
man.  But  how  can  we  know  that  ?  We  are  literally  surrounded  by 
brute  language.  We  can  imitate  their  calls,  and  we  find  that  animals 
will  respond  to  our  imitations  of  them.  But  who  has  ever  seen  any  of 
the  lower  animals  construct  a  tool  and  use  it. 

The  conception  of  man,  not  as  a  tool-tcmn^  but  as  a  tool-maHii^ 
animal,  is  clear,  defined,  and  unassailable  ;  probably  if  we  could  trace 
language  to  its  sources,  we  should  be  able  to  draw  the  same  line 
between  natural  sounds  employed  as  a  medium  of  communication,  and 
the  created  word.  Thus  the  arts  which  we  can  study  may  perhaps  be 
taken  to  illustrate  the  origin  of  language,  which  we  cannot  study  in 
this  phase. 
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The  ape  employs  both  sticks  and  stones  as  missiles  aad  as  ham- 
mers to  crack  the  shells  of  nuts.  But  we  have  no  evidence  that  he 
even  selects  special  forms  for  special  uses.  The  arts  therefore  afiford 
us  a  clearly  defined  starting  point  for  the  commencement  of  culture. 

To  go  in  search  of  a  particular  form  of  stick  or  stone  in  order  to 
apply  it  to  a  particular  use  would  require  greater  effort  of  the  will  in 
fixing  attention  continuously  on  the  matter  in  hand,  than  is  found  to 
exist  amongst  the  lower  animals  except  in  cases  of  instinct,  which  term 
I  understand  to  mean  an  inherited  congenital  nervous  organism  which 
adapts  the  mind  to  the  ready  reception  of  experience  of  a  particular 
kind.  But  this  instinct  does  not  exist  in  the  case  in  question;  there  is 
no  tool-making  instinct :  our  tool  has  to  be  evolved  through  reason  and 
experience,  without  the  aid  of  any  special  organism  for  tibe  purpose. 

The  process  we  have  to  assume  therefore  is  that,  in  using  stones 
as  hammers,  they  would  occasionally  split.  In  using  certain  stratified 
rocks  this  would  occur  frequentiy,  and  so  force  itself  on  the  attention 
of  the  creature.  The  creature  going  on  hammering,  it  would  force 
itself  on  his  notice  that  the  sharp  fractured  end  was  doing  better 
work  than  before.  It  would  be  perceived  that  there  were  hard  things 
and  soft  things,  that  the  hard  things  split  the  stone,  and  the  soft  things 
were  cut  by  it ;  and  so  there  would  grow  up  in  the  mind  an  associa- 
tion of  ideas  between  striking  hard  things  and  splitting,  and  striking 
soft  things  and  cutting,  and  also  a  sequence  by  which  it  would  be 
perceived  that  the  fracture  of  the  stone  was  a  necessary  preliminary 
to  the  other ;  and  in  the  course  of  many  generations,  during  which 
the  internal  organism  of  the  mind  grew  in  harmony  with  this  experi- 
ence, the  creature  would  be  led  to  perform  the  motions  which  had 
been  found  effectual  in  splitting  the  stone  before  applying  it  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  to  be  used. 

Thus  we  arrive  at  a  state  of  the  arts  in  which  we  may  suppose 
man  to  be  able  to  construct  a  tool  by  means  of  a  single  blow.  By 
constantiy  striking  in  the  same  direction,  flakes  would  be  produced ; 
and  by  still  further  repeating  the  same  motions,  it  would  at  last  be 
found  that  by  means  of  many  blows  a  stone  could  be  chipped  to  an 
edge  or  a  point  so  as  to  form  a  very  efficient  tool. 

But  this  continued  chipping  of  the  stone  in  order  to  produce  a 
tool,  implies  a  considerable  mental  advance  upon  the  effort  of  mind 
necessary  to  construct  a  tool  with  one  blow. 

It  implies  continued  attention  directed  by  the  will  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  an  object  already  conceived  in  the  mind,  and  its  subse- 
quent application  to  another  object  which  must  also  have  been 
conceived  in  the  mind  before  the  tool  was  begun. 

Now  WB  know  from  all  experience,  and  from  all  evolution  which 
we  can  trace  with  certainty,  that  progress  moves  on  in  an  accelerating 
ratio,  and  that  the  earlier  processes  take  longer  than  the  later  ones. 

But  the  implements  of  the  drift,  which  are  the  earliest  relics  of 
human  workmanship  as  yet  recognized,  are  most  of  them  multifiaked 
tools,  such  as  the  implement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  requiring  a 
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considerable  time  to  construct  it,  and  the  use  of  innnmerable  blows  in 
order  to  trim  it  to  a  point  at  one  end. 

It  appears  therefore  evident  that  in  the  natural  course  of  eyento 
the  drift  period  must  have  been  preceded  by  an  earlier  period  of 
considerable  extent  characterized  by  the  use  of  single-flaked  tools. 
And  we  may  therefore  consider  it  probable  that  should  any  evidence 
of  man  be  hereafter  discovered  in  miocene  beds,  they  will  be  associated 
with  such  large  rude  flakes  as  those  now  exhibited,  which  require  a 
feebler  effort  of  attention  and  of  reason  to  construct. 

If  we  examine  the  forms  of  the  flint  implements  of  the  drift,  we 
find  that  out  of  many  intermediate  shapes  we  may  recognize  three  in 
particular,  which  have  been  minutely  described  by  Mr.  Evans  in  his 
valuable  work  on  the  stone  implements  of  Britain ;  1st,  a  side  tool, 
consisting  of  a  flint  chipped  to  an  edge  on  one  side  and  having  the 
natural  rounded  outside  of  the  flint  left  on  the  other  side,  where  it 
appears  to  have  been  held  in  the  hand ;  2nd,  a  tongue-shaped  imple- 
ment chipped  to  a  point  at  one  end,  and  having  the  rounded  sur&ce 
for  the  hand  at  the  big  end ;  and  8rd,  an  oval  or  almond-shaped  tool, 
which  is  often  chipped  to  an  edge  all  round. 

We  have  no  evidence  to  show  which  of  these  kind  of  tools  was  the 
earliest ;  but  that  they  were  employed  for  different  uses  there  can  be 
little  reason  to  doubt.  But  have  we  any  evidence  to  throw  light  on 
the  way  in  which  these  several  forms  originated  in  the  minds  of  men 
in  the  very  low  condition  of  mental  development  which  we  may 
suppose  to  have  iBxisted  at  the  time  ? 

About  eight  years  ago,  whilst  examining  the  ancient  British  camps 
on  the  South  Downs,  I  chanced  to  discover  in  the  camp  of  Cissbnry, 
near  Worthing,  a  large  flint  factory  of  the  neolithic  age.  There  were 
some  sixty  or  more  pits  from  which  flints  had  been  obtained  from  the 
chalk,  and  these  pits  were  full  of  the  debris  of  the  flint  workers. 
The  factory  was  of  the  neolithic  age,  the  most  characteristic  tool  of 
which  is  the  flint  celt,  a  form  which  differs  but  slightly  from  the  oval 
or  almond-shaped  paleolithic  form,  but  the  cutting  edge  of  which  is 
more  decidedly  at  the  broad  end.  The  debris,  some  six  hundred  or 
more  specimens  of  which  were  collected,  consisted  chiefly  of  these 
celts  in  various  stages  of  manufacture. 

If  anyone  will  attempt  to  make  a  flint  celt,  as  I  have  done  some- 
times (and  Mr.  Evans,  from  whom  I  learnt  that  art,  has  done  frequently), 
he  will  find  that  it  is  dif&cult  to  command  the  fracture  of  the  flmt 
with  certainty ;  every  now  and  then  a  large  piece  will  come  off,  or  a 
flaw  will  be  discovered  which  spoils  the  symmetry  of  the  tool,  and  it 
has  to  be  thrown  away.  In  arranging  and  classifying  the  remains  of 
this  flint  factory,  I  found  that  all  the  paboolithic  forms  Were  repre- 
sented by  one  or?  other  of  these  unfinished  celts,  so  much  so  as  to 
make  it  doubtful  whether  some  of  them  may  not  actually  have  been 
used  like  them. 

A  celt  finished  at  the  thin  end,  and  abandoned  before  the  catting 
edge  was  completed,  represented  a  tongue-shaped  palaeolithic  imple- 
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ment ;  a  celt  finished  only  on  one  side  represented  a  palsBolithic  side 
tool ;  and  a  celt  rudely  chipped  out,  and  abandoned  before  receiving 
its  finishing  strokes,  represented  almost  exactly  an  oval  palsdolithio 
tool,  only  differing  from  it  in  being  somewhat  rougher,  and  showing 
evidence  of  unfinidi. 

Taking  a  lesson  then  from  this  flint-worker's  shop  of  the  later 
neolithic  age,  we  see  how  the  earlier  palsBolithic  forms  originated. 
They  were  not  designed  outright,  as  the  nineteenth-century  man  would 
have  designed  them  for  special  uses,  but  arose  from  a  selection  of 
varieties  produced  accidentally  in  the  process  of  manufacture.  The 
forms  were  also  suggested  by  those  of  the  nodules  out  of  which  they 
were  made.  We  see,  by  examining  the  outside  surfaces  that  were  left 
on  some  of  them,  how  a  long  thin  nodule  produced  a  long  thin  celt, 
a  broad  thick  nodule  a  broad  thick  celt,  and  so  forth.  Indeed,  so 
completely  does  the  fabricator  appear  to  have  been  controlled  by  the 
necessities  of  his  art,  that  in  tracing  these  successive  forms  one  is 
almost  tempted  to  ask  whether  the  principle  of  causation  lay  mostly 
in  the  flint  or  the  flint  worker,  so  fully  do  they  bear  out  the  statement 
of  Dr.  Carpenter  and  the  other  physiologists,  that  nothing  originates 
in  the  free  will  of  man. 

On  these  two  diagrams  ^Plates  I.  and  II.)  I  have  shown  how  from 
the  same  form  of  palseolithic  implement  already  described,  the  more 
complex  forms  of  the  spear  and  axe  blade  of  the  subsequent  periods 
were  developed.  The  point  developed  into  a  spear,  and  the  broad  end 
into  an  axe  blade.  Tou  will  see  by  reference  to  Plate  I.  that  the  oval 
tool  of  the  drift  suggested  the  smaller  leaf-shaped  spear-head  of  the 
early  neolithic  age.  This,  by  a  gradual  straightening  of  the  sides, 
became  the  lozenge-shaped  form,  which  latter  developed  into  the 
barbed  form,  and  this  last  into  the  triangular  form,  which  consiBts  of 
barbs  without  a  tang. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  same  oval  tool  of  the  drift  (Plate  II.),  when 
used  as  an  axe  blade  with  the  broad  end,  became  the  celt  of  the  neolithic 
period,  chipped  only  at  first  and  subsequently  polished.  This  gave  rise 
to  the  copper  celt  of  the  same  form  having  convex  surfaces,  which  grew 
into  the  bronze  celt  with  flat  sides.  Then  the  bronze  celt  was  fur- 
nished with  a  stop  to  prevent  its  being  pressed  too  £eu:  into  the  handle 
by  the  blow.  Others  were  furnished  wiih  projecting  flanges  to  prevent 
them  from  swerving  by  the  blow  when  hafted  on  a  bent  stick.  Others 
had  both  stops  and  flanges.  By  degrees  the  flanges  were  bent  over  the 
stops  and  over  the  handle,  and  then  the  central  portion  above  the  stops, 
being  no  longer  required,  became  thinner,  and  ultimately  disappeared, 
the  fliuiges  closed  on  each  other,  and  by  this  means  the  weapon  grew 
into  the  socket  celt.  On  this  socket  celt  you  will  see  that  there  is 
sometimes  a  semicircular  ornamentation  on  each  side.  This  semi- 
circular ornament,  as  I  pointed  out,  in  a  paper  on  primitive  warfare 
read  some  time  ago,  is  a  vestige  of  the  overlapping  flange  of  the 
earlier  forms  out  of  which  it  grew,  which,  like  the  rings  on  our  brass 
cannon,  are  survivals  of  parts  formerly  serving  for  special  uses. 
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In  the  vertical  colnmiiB  I  have  given  in  the  order  jof  their  occur- 
rence the  successive  periods  of  prehistoric  time,  viz.  the  early  palaso- 
lithic,  late  paleolithic,  early  neolithic,  late  neolithic,  early  bronze, 
late  bronze  and  iron  periods,  beneath  which  I  have  placed  lines  for 
two  distinct  phases  of  modern  savage  culture,  viz.  the  Australian 
and  the  American  Indian.  A  cross  beneath  each  form  denotes  the 
periods  in  which  they  occur,  and  a  vertical  bar  denotes  that  they  are 
of  rare  or  doubtful  occurrence ;  so  that  the  sequence  of  development 
may  be  seen  at  a  glance,  and  it  is  only  a  glance  that  I  ask  you  to  take 
at  these  diagrams  on  the  present  occasion.  I  have  checked  them  with 
Mr.  Evans'  work  and  also  with  Sir  William  Wilde's  Catalogue,  and  1 
do  not  think  that  any  of  the  statements  made  in  them  will  be  chal- 
lenged; but  as  these  forms  were  not  developed  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  in  the  spaces  in  rectangular  diagrams,  such  diagrams  only 
impe^ectly  convey  an  idea  of  tiie  evolution  which  has  taken  place, 
and  must  be  regarded  only  as  provisional  and  liable  to  be  improved. 

In  tracing  the  evolution  of  prehistoric  implements,  we  are  of 
course  limited  to  such  as  were  constructed  of  imperishable  materials. 
No  doubt  our  prehistoric  ancestors  used  also  implements  of  wood,  but 
they  have  long  since  disaj^peared ;  and  if  we  wish  to  form  an  idea  of 
what  they  were,  we  must  turn  to  those  of  his  nearest  congener,  tiie 
modem  savage. 

In  speaking  of  savages,  the  question  of  progression  versnu  degene- 
ration is  probably  familiar  to  most  of  those  present,  through  the 
writings  of  Sir  John  Lubbock  and  Mr.  E.  B.  Tylor.  To  the  several 
weighty  arguments  in  favour  of  progression  given  by  those  writers  I 
will  add  this  one  derived  from  the  sequence  of  ideas. 

-If  the  Australians,  for  example,  were  the  degenerate  descendants 
of  people  in  a  higher  phase  of  culture,  then,  as  all  existing  ideas  are 
made  up  of  previous  ideas,  we  must  inevitably  find  amongst  their  arts 
traces  of  the  forms  of  earlier  and  higher  arts,  as  is  the  oase  amongst 
some  of  the  savages  of  South  America  who  early  came  in  contact 
with  Peruvian  civilization ;  but  the  reverse  of  this  is  the  case;  all  the 
forms  of  the  Australian  weapons  are  derived  from  those  of  nature. 

In  the  same  way  that  we  saw  that  the  forms  of  the  palsdolithio  flint 
implements  were  suggested  bj  accidental  fractures  in  the  workshop, 
so  the  several  forms  of  the  Australian  wooden  implements  were  sug- 
gested by  the  various  forms  of  the  stems  and  branches  out  of  which 
tiiey  were  made.  These  savages,  having  only  flint  tools  to  work 
with,  cannot  saw  out  their  weapons  to  any  form  they  please ;  they 
can  only  trim  the  sticks  into  a  serviceable  shape.  All  their  weapons 
are  therefore  constructed  on  the  grain  of  the  wood,  and  their  forms  and 
uses  have  arisen  from  a  seledtion  of  the  natural  curves  of  the  sticks. 

I  have  arranged  on  Plate  IIL  drawings  of  nearly  all  the  weapons 
used  by  the  Australians,  placing  them  together  according  to  their 
affinities  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  hypothetically  their  derivation 
from  a  single  form.  As  all  the  forms  given  on  this  diagram  are  draw- 
ings of  weapons  in  use  at  the  present  time,  and  there  are  many  inter- 
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iot  given  here,  I  bave  not  arranged  them  in  horizontal 

I  previous  diagrams,  to  show  their  place  in  time,  bnt 

tiiem  as  radiating  from  a  central  point.    We  know 

e  antiquities  of  savage  conntries  as  yet,  and  therefore 

heir  evolution  in  time.     The  development  has  therefore 

y  means  of  survivals  of  early  forms  existing  at  the  present 

intre  I  have  placed  the  simple  cylindrical  stick,  as  being 
t  form.  By  a  gradual  development  of  one  end  I  have 
fcrds  the  formation  of  a  sharp  ridge  and  its  transition  into 
lushroom  form.  To  the  right  upwards  I  have  traced  the 
opment  of  the  mushroom  head,  the  projecting  ridge  of  which 
tly  liable  to  fractures  by  blows;  and  as  savages  always 
e  accidental  fractures  so  as  to  produce  symmetry,  scollops 
cut  out  of  the  ridge  in  different  places  for  this  purpose, 
1  the  effect  of  concentrating  the  force  of  the  blow  on  the 
IS.  These  were  further  developed ;  one  of  the  pilei  of  the 
m  head  was  made  larger  than  the  others,  and  this  suggested 
.  of  a  bird's  head,  so  that  it  was  only  necessaiy  to  add  a  line 
nouth  and  a  couple  of  eyes  to  complete  the  resemblance.  To 
it  we  see  that  the  plain  stick  held  in  the  centre  gave  the  first 
a  defensive  weapon,  and  was  used  to  parry  off  the  darts  of  the 
nt ;  an  aperture  was  then  made  in  the  stick  for  the  hand,  and 
^  /^ee  of  it  became  broader,  developing  into  a  shield,  the  narrow 
//  however,  being  still  retained  for  parrying.  Below  I  have  shown 
1 1  ihe  long  stick  simply  pointed  at  one  end  became  a  lance  ;  a  row 
U  arp  flints  were  gummed  on  to  one  side  to  produce  a  cutting  edge, 
\}  these  were  then  imitated  in  wood,  and  by  pointing  them  obliquely 
'  were  converted  into  barbs.  To  the  right  another  kind  of  barb 
produced  by  binding  on  a  piece  of  sharp-pointed  wood.  Between 
I  and  the  shields  we  see  that  the  first  idea  of  the  throwing-stick, 
ployed  to  project  these  lances,  was  simply  constructed  l^e  the 
tbed  point  of  tibe  lance  itself.  The  gradual  expansion  of  the  stick 
bse  from  its  being  employed  like  a  battiedore,  to  fence  off  the  enemy's 
aces.  To  the  left  below  I  have  shown  the  gradual  development  of 
peculiar  curved  weapon,  called  the  malga,  formed  from  a  stem, 
ad  the  branch  projecting  from  it  at  different  angles.  The  part 
jfhere  the  continuation  of  the  stem  was  cut  off  was  trimmed  to  a  kind 
of  ridge ;  this  ridge  developed,  and  suggested  the  crest  of  a  bird's 
head ;  ultimately  the  eyes  were  added,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
club  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  diagram.  To  the  left  we  see  the  plain 
round  stick  fiirst  flattened,  then  curved.  Savages  are  in  the  habit  of 
throwing  all  their  weapons  at  their  adversaries  and  at  animals.  In 
throwing  a  flat  curved  stick  it  rotates  of  its  own  accord,  and  as  the 
axis  of  rotation  continues  parallel  to  itself,  the  thin  edge  is  presented 
to  the  resistance  of  the  air  in  front ;  this  increases  the  range,  and 
its  peculiar  flight  must  have  forced  itself  on  the  attention  of  the 
savage  as  the  result  of  experience :  but  he  has  never  had  the  slightest 

2  o  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


514  Cdonel  A.  Lane  Fox  [May  28, 

knowledge  of  the  laws  of  its  flight.  The  different  cforves  of  the 
boomerang  are  the  natural  cnrves  of  the  sticks,  and  like  all  the  Anstnh 
lian  weapons,  they  are  made  on  the  grain  of  the  wood.  Some  me 
thicker  than  others;  some  will  fly  in  the  cnrves  pecnliar  to  that 
weapon,  and  others  will  not :  scarcely  two  are  alike. 

To  the  left  above,  we  see  the  mnshroom-headed  waddy,  with  its 
projecting  ridge  flattened,  then  curved;  one  side  becomes  more 
developed  than  the  other,  and  this  being  thrown  develops  into  the 
waddy  boomerang,  the  ridge  of  the  earlier  forms  being  still  repre- 
sented by  a  mark  on  the  flat  head  of  the  weapon;  an  intermediate 
link  connects  it  with  the  tme  boomerang. 

Many  other  examples  might  be  given  to  illustrate  the  continuity 
which  exists  in  the  development  of  aU  savage  weapons ;  bnt  I  only  a^ 
yon  to  glance  at  the  sequence  shown  in  this  diagram  and  the  pre- 
ceding ones  in  order  to  convince  you  of  the  truth  of  the  statement 
which  I  made  at  the  commencement  of  this  discourse,  that  although, 
owing  to  the  complexity  of  modem  contrivances  and  the  larger  steps 
by  which  we  mount  the  ladder  of  progress  in  the  material  arts,  their 
continuity  may  be  lost  sight  of,  when  we  come  to  classify  the  arts 
of  savages  and  prehistoric  men,  ike  term  growth  is  fully  as  applicable 
to  them  as  to  the  development  of  the  forms  of  speech,  and  that  there  are 
no  grounds  upon  the  score  of  continuity,  history,  or  the  action  of  free 
will  to  separate  these  studies  generically  as  distinct  classes  of  science. 

But  in  dealing  with  evolution  we  have  to  speak  not  only  of 
growth,  but,  as  in  all  other  natural  sciences,  of  the  principle  of  decay. 
By  decay  I  do  not  mean  the  decay  of  the  materials  of  the  arts,  bnt 
the  decomposition  of  the  mental  ideas  which  produced  them. 

As  complex  ideas  are  built  up  of  simple  ones,  so  there  is  also  a 
further  process  by  which  they  become  disintegrated,  and  the  parts  go 
to  form  parts  of  other  ideas. 

This  decay  in  the  arts  corresponds  to  what  is  called  phonetic 
decay  in  language ;  and  in  both  cases  it  arises  either  from  incapacity, 
the  desire  to  save  trouble,  or  the  necessity  of  abbreviating  when  ideas 
originally  evolved  for  one  purpose  come  to  form  parts  of  other  ideas 
to  which  they  are  merely  accessory  and  subordinate,  as  in  the  well- 
known  dialectic  changes  of  speech.  Every  sound  in  langnage  had 
originally  a  distinct  meaning  of  its  own ;  gradually  these  sounds  or 
roots  came  to  form  parts  of  words  in  which  the  original  meanings  of 
the  sounds  were  lost. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  draw  a  parallel  to  this  in  the  arts,  hy 
means  of  wjiat  may  be  termed  realistic  degeneration. 

I  will  not  say  much  as  to  the  place  of  realism  in  culture.  The 
archaeological  world  has  lately  been  somewhat  startled  by  the  dis- 
covery of  well-executed  designs  of  elephants  and  other  animals  in  the 
French  caves  in  association  with  the  rude  stone  implements  of  the 
palflBolithic  age,  and  by  the  more  recent  discovery  of  Marietto-Bey, 
that  the  earliest  Egyptian  sculptures  of  the  third  dynasty  are  the 
most  truthful  representations  of  the  human  form  that  are  to  be  foond 
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in  that  country.  I  see  nothing  surprising  in  this,  when  we  consider 
the  power  that  is  developed  in  man j  children  of  eight  or  nine  years 
old  of  making  drawings  of  animals  and  other  objects,  which,  when 
allowance  is  made  for  the  feeble  hand  of  childhood,  are  often  as 
truthful  as  those  of  the  caye-period  men,  at  a  time  when  their  minds 
have  acquired  but  little  power  of  reasoning  or  generalizing,  or  even 
of  taking  care  of  themselyes ;  all  which  goes  to  prove  that  tibis  power 
of  imitation,  which  is  a  veiy  different  thing  from  ideal  art,  is  one  of 
the  most  early  developed  faculties  of  the  mind  of  man. 

When  the  power  of  imitation  had  once  been  developed,  it  would 
naturally  be  made  use  of  as  a  means  of  intercommunication ;  thus  the 
drawing  of  a  stag  would  be  made  to  convey  information  to  people  at  a 
distance  that  there  was  a  herd  of  deer  in  the  neighbourhood  to  be 
hunted ;  and  as  the  object  of  the  drawing  was  no  longer  to  depict 
truthfully  the  peculiarities  of  the  beast,  but  merely  to  convey  infor- 
mation, the  amount  of  labour  expended  upon  it  would  be  the  least 
that  could  be  employed  for  the  required  purpose.  All  written  cha- 
racters have  originated  in  this  way;  and  no  one  now  requires  to  be 
told  how  pictographic  representations  developed  into  hieroglyphic 
and  subsequently  into  phonetic  characters. 

But  realistic  degeneration  would  equally  take  place  in  all  cases  in 
which  pictorial  representations  came  to  be  employed  for  other  pur- 
poses than  those  for  which  they  were  originally  designed,  as  in  the 
case  of  ornamental  designs. 

So  also  a  coin  receives  upon  its  surface  the  image  of  a  king  or  a 
god  as  a  stamp  of  authority.  When  from  any  cause  the  object  of  the 
original  design  is  lost,  the  object  of  the  stamp  being  no  longer  to 
convey  a  likeness,  but  being  merely  used  as  a  test  of  genuineness,  or 
perhaps  amongst  an  unlett^ed  people  to  denote  its  value,  the  tendency 
to  realistic  degeneration  would  be  proportioned  to  the  difficulties  of 
execution ;  no  further  labour  would  be  expended  on  it  than  was  neces- 
sary for  the  object  to  be  attained.  Here  I  must  again  remind  you  of 
the  interesting  discourse  delivered  in  this  Institution  a  fortnight  ago, 
by  Mr.  Evans,  on  the  evolution  of  British  coins.  With  his  permission 
I  have  introduced  some  of  his  diagrams.  Ton  will  remember  how 
the  coin  of  Philip  of  Macedon  having  been  introduced  into  Britain, 
the  head  on  the  obverse  gradually  disappeared,  leaving  only  the 
wreath  as  a  band  across  the  coin,  wluch  was  ultimately  converted  into 
a  cross ;  and  how  on  the  reverse,  the  chariot  .and  two  horses  dwindled 
into  a  single  horse,  the  chariot  disappeared,  leaving  only  the  wheels, 
the  driver  became  elevated,  not  elevated  after  the  manner  unfortu- 
nately but  too  common  amongst  London  drivers,  but  elevated  after  the 
manner  of  the  Spiritualists,  except  that  you  see  he  had  the  precaution 
to  take  on  a  pair  of  wings,  differing  also  both  from  the  London  driver 
and  the  Spiritualists,  inasmuch  as  instead  of  having  lost  his  head  he 
has  lost  his  body,  and  nothing  but  the  head  remains ;  the  body  of  the 
horse  then  gradually  disappears,  leaving  only  four  lines  to  denote 
the  legs. 
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I  will  now  show  you  an  exact  parallel  to  these  transformatioiiB  in 
a  collection  of  designs,  supposed  to  be  tribal  marks,  which  aze  drawn 
upon  the  paddle  blades  of  the  New  Irelanders,  a  race  of  Papuan  savages 
inhabiting  an  island  on  the  north-east  coast  of  New  Guinea. 

Having  noticed  one  or  two  allied  varieties  of  design  in  specimens 
that  came  into  my  possession,  I  determined  to  collect  all  that  I  could 
find  as  they  came  to  this  country.  In  the  course  of  several  years  I 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  series  represented  upon  Plate  IV. 

The  first  figure  you  will  see  clearly  represents  the  head  of  a  Papuan: 
the  hair  or  wig  is  stuffed  out,  and  the  ears  elongated  by  means  of  an 
ear  ornament,$after  the  manner  of  these  people  ;  the  eyes  are  repre- 
sented by  two  black  dots,  and  the  red  line  of  the  nose  spreads  over 
the  forehead.  This  is  the  most  realistic  figure  of  the  series.  In  the 
second  figure  the  face  is  somewhat  conventionalized :  the  line  of  the 
nose  passes  in  a  coil  round  the  eyes ;  there  is  a  lozenge  pattern  on 
the  forehead,  representing  probably  a  tattoo  mark ;  the  body  is  repre- 
sented sitting  in  full.  In  the  third  figure  the  man  is  represented 
sitting  sideways,  simply  by  lopping  off  an  arm  and  a  leg  on  one  side. 
In  the  fourth  figure  the  legs  have  disappeared.  In  the  fifth  figure  the 
whole  body  has  disappeared.  In  the  sixtii  figure  the  nose  has  expanded 
at  the  base,  and  the  sides  of  the  face  are  made  to  conform  to  the  line  of 
the  nose ;  the  elongated  ears  are  there,  but  the  ear  ornament  is  gone:  the 
nose  in  this  figure  is  becoming  the  principal  feature.  In  the  seventh 
figure  nothing  but  the  nose  is  left :  the  sides  of  the  fiEtce  and  month 
are  gone ;  the  ears  are  drawn  along  the  side  of  the  nose ;  the  head  is 
gone,  but  the  lozenge  pattern  on  the  forehead  still  remains;  the  coil 
round  the  eyes  has  also  disappeared,  and  is  replaced  bj  a  kind  of  leaf 
form,  suggested  by  the  upper  lobe  of  the  ear  in  the  previous  figures; 
the  eyes  are  brought  down  into  the  nose.  In  the  eighth  fignre  the 
ears  are  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  nose.  In  the  ninUi  fignre 
the  nose  has  expanded  at  the  base;  all  the  rest  is  the  same  as 
in  the  last  figure.  In  the  tenth  figure  the  lozenge  pattern  and  the 
ears  have  disappeared,  and  a  vestige  of  them  only  remains,  in  the 
form  of  five  points ;  the  base  of  the*  nose  is  still  further  expanded  into 
a  half  moon.  In  the  last  figure,  nothing  but  a  half  moon  remains. 
No  one  who  compared  this  figure  with  the  first  of  the  series,  withont 
the  explanation  afforded  by  the  intermediate  links,  would  believe  that 
it  represented  the  nose  of  a  human  &oe.  Unfortunately  we  do  not 
know  as  .yet  the  exact  meaning  of  these  designs,  but  when  further 
information  is  obtained  about  them  it  will  throw  considerable  light  on 
similar  transformations  in  prehistoric  times. 

J\Iy  next  and  last  illustration  is  taken  from  the  relics  of  Troy, 
recently  brought  to  light  by  Dr.  Schliemann.*  In  the  valuable  work 
lately  published  by  him  he  gives  illustrations  of  a  number  of  earthen- 

*  For  illuBtrations,  see  '  Troy  and  its  Bemains,'  by  Dr.  Henry  Schliemann. 
Murray,  1875.  The  figures  may  be  taken  in  the  following  order :  No.  185, 
No.  74,  No.  132,  No.  13,  No.  173,  No.  207,  No.  12,  No.  11,  No.  133,  No.  HI. 
No.  165. 
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ware  vases  and  other  objects  called  by  bim  idols,  baying  on  tbem 
the  representation  of  what  be  conceives  to  be  tbe  face  of  an  owl,  and 
wbicb  be  believes  to  represent  Atbena,  tbe  tutelary  goddess  of  Troy, 
called  by  Homer  Glankopis  Atbene,  wbicb  signifies,  according  to  bim, 
"witb  tbe  fftce  of  an  owl."  Professor  Max  MuUer  bas  given  bis 
opinion  tbat  tbe  word  '*  glankopis  "  cannot  possibly  be  taken  to  mean 
owl-faced,  but  can  only  mean  large  or  bright-eyed.  On  this  point  I 
will  venture  no  opinion,  bat  accepting  Professor  Mtiller's  high  autho- 
rity for  the  usually  received  interpretation  of  it  being  correct,  I  shall 
in  no  way  weaken  the  evidence  in  &vour  of  Dr.  Scbliemann's  discovery 
of  tbe  true  site  of  Troy  if  I  succeed  in  proving  that,  according  to  tbe 
true  principle  of  realistic  degeneration,  this  figure  does  not  represent 
an  owl  but  a  human  face. 

The  figures  on  this  diagram  are  all  taken  from  Dr.  Scbliemann's 
representations,  and  as  the  depth  of  each  is  given  it  will  be  seen  th%t 
the  different  varieties  of  face  occur  in  all  tbe  different  strata  excavated 
by  bim  except  the  highest,  and  therefore  no  argument  as  to  antiquity 
can  be  based  upon  tiie  depth  at  which  they  were  found.  The  two 
first  figures  it  will  be  seen  are  clearly  intended  to  represent  a  human 
&ce,  all  the  features  being  preserved.  In  the  two  next  figures  the 
mouth  bas  disappeared,  but  the  fact  of  the  principal  feature  being 
still  a  nose  and  not  a  beak,  is  shown  by  the  breadth  of  the  base  and 
also  by  the  representation  of  the  breasts.  In  tbe  two  succeeding 
figures  tbe  nose  is  narrowed  at  tbe  base,  which  gives  it  the  appearance 
of  a  beak,  but  the  fact  of  its  being  still  a  human  form  is  still  shown 
by  the  breasts.  Had  the  idea  of  an  owl  been  developed  through 
realistic  degeneration  in  these  last  figures,  it  would  have  retained  this 
form,  but  in  the  two  succeeding  figures  it  will  be  seen  tbat  the  nose 
goes  on  diminishing. 

In  the  five  next  rows  of  figures,  which  are  of  solid  stone,  not 
earthenware,  and  which  Dr.  Scbliemann  believes  to  be  gods,  it  is  clearly 
shown  by  the  rude  scratches  representing  tbe  eyebrows,  and  their 
want  of  symmetry,  tbikt  this  degeneration  of  form  is  the  result  of 
haste. 

What  then  are  these  solid  stone  objects  ?  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt,  from  their  resemblance  to  the  vases,  from  tbe  marks  denoting 
the  junction  of  tbe  cover  with  the  vase,  and  from  the  representations  of 
handles,  tbat  they  are  votive  urns  of  some  kind,  similar  to  those  Egyptian 
stone  models  of  urns  represented  in  the  two  figures  above.  Urns  of  this 
kind  were  used  by  the  Egyptians  to  contain  the  viscera  of  the  mummies ; 
but  with  the  cheaper  form  of  burial,  in  which  the  viscera  were  retained 
in  tbe  body,  stone  models  of  urns,  of  which  these  figures  are  drawings 
from  originals  in  tbe  British  Museum,  were  deposited  in  the  graves 
as  vestiges  of  the  earlier  and  more  expensive  process  ;  these  objects 
therefore  cannot  be  idols,  but  votive  urns.  The  fact  of  human  remains 
having  been  found  in  some  of  the  baman-beaded  urns,  and  tbe  hasty 
scratches  on  the  stone  models,  show  that  they  are  merely  modeLB 
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appertaining  to  the  conventionalized  saryiyal  of  Bome  earlier  or  mare 
elaborate  system  of  nm  boriaL 

We  see  from  these  fSacts  that  both  growth  and  decay,  the  two 
component  elements  of  evolution,  are  represented  in  the  stady  of  the 
material  arts. 

My  object  in  this  discourse  has  been  not,  as  I  fear  it  may  hava 
appeared  to  you  from  the  brief  time  at  my  disposal  and  my  imperfect 
treatment  of  the  subject,  to  extol  the  material  arts  as  being  intrinsically 
of  more  interest  or  importance  than  other  branches  of  cnltnre,  but  to 
affirm  the  principle  that  it  is  by  studying  the  psychology  of  the 
material  arts  alone  that  we  can  trace  human  culture  to  its  germs. 

The  theory  of  degradation  is  supported  only  by  the  study  of  those 
branches  of  culture  of  which  the  early  liistory  is  lost. 

The  tree  is  the  type  of  all  evolution :  all  trees  are  seedlings,  bat 
they  differ  in  their  mode  of  growth.  Some,  like  the  beech  and  oak, 
throw  their  branches  upwards,  and  these  are  typical  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  material  arts;  others,  like  the  straight-stemmed  pine^ 
throw  off  their  branches  downwards,  and  these  are  typical  of  the 
development  of  some  other  branches  of  culture.  It  is  quite  true,  as 
stated  by  mythologists,  that  the  history  of  myths  is  one  of  continned 
degeneration  in  so  far  as  they  can  be  traced,  and  that  the  element  of 
decay  enters  far  more  into  their  composition  than  that  of  growth.  Bnt 
the  whole  accessible  history  of  these  myths  represent  drooping  branches 
from  the  upward  growing  stem  of  free  thought  out  of  which  they 
sprang.  WhsX  is  the  space  of  time  which  separates  us  from  the 
Vedas  as  compared  with  the  whole  upward  growth  of  humanity 
before  and  since  I 

There  are  huge  gaps  in  our  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  human 
race,  and  it  has  been  the  pleasure  of  mankind  in  all  ages  to  people 
these  gaps  with  jugglers  and  bogies ;  but  surely,  if  slowly,  scienoe 
will  open  up  these  desert  places,  and  prove  to  us  that,  so  far  as  the 
finite  mind  of  man  can  reach,  there  is  nothing  but  unbroken  continuii^ 
to  be  seen  in  the  present  and  in  the  past. 

[A.  L.  F.] 
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NOTES  OF  PEOFESSOB  GLADSTONE'S  FIFTH  LEOTUEE 
ON  CHEMICAL  FOECE. 

Tuesday,  June  1,  1875. 

The  Copper-Zinc  Couple  and  Ue  Effects. 

In  an  ordinary  Yoltaio  cell  the  liquid  is  decomposed  under  the 
influence  of  the  two  different  metals  in  contact,  but  this  decomposition 
is  always  impeded  more  or  less  by  the  ^'resistance"  of  tiie  liquid; 
indeed,  in  the  case  of  very  many  compounds,  especially  organic 
liquids,  this  internal  resistance  is  so  great  that  practically  no  Voltaic 
decomposition  is  capable  of  being  effected.  When  the  junction  of  the 
metals  is  made  outside  the  cell  as  in  all  batteries,  there  is  also  more 
or  less  external  resistance.  Now  the  resistance  offered  by  a  badly 
conducting  liquid,  such  as  pure  water,  depends  upon  the  amount  of  it 
that  lies  between  the  two  metals,  and  the  power  is  most  advantageously 
applied  when  the  distance  is  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  there  is  no 
part  of  the  circuit  outside  the  liquid.  This  is  effected  in  the  copper- 
zinc  couple,  which  has  been  recently  applied  by  Professor  Gladstone 
and  Mr.  A.  Tribe  in  the  laboratory  of  ike  Institution,  and  elsewhere, 
to  the  decomposition  of  many  compound  bodies,  and  the  preparation 
of  several  substances  hitherto  unknown. 

If  a  piece  of  zinc  be  immersed  in  a  solution  of  cupric  sulphate, 
copper  is  deposited  upon  it  in  a  minute  state  of  division,  and  thus 
the  two  metids  touch  at  myriads  of  points.  When  this  ^  couple  "  is 
immersed  in  a  binary  liquid,  the  liquid  at  each  point  of  junction  is 
exposed  to  the  fall  chemical  or  electromotive  force  of  the  metals. 

In  this  way  pure  water  may  be  decomposed  with  the  production  of 
pure  hydrogen  gas ;  organic  haloid  bodies,  such  as  ethylic  iodide,  and 
its  congeners,  may  be  split  up,  and  thus  there  may  be  prepared  zinc 
ethyl,  zinc  propyl,  <&c.,  bodies  spontaneously  inflanmiable  in  the  air ; 
the  same  haloid  bodies  in  the  presence  of  alcohol  may  be  decomposed 
with  the  production  of  the  hydrides  of  the  radicals,  such  as  marsh  gas, 
and  a  new  set  of  compounds  the  zinc  haloid  ethylates ;  chloroform, 
bromoform,  and  iodoform  may  be  made  to  yield  the  same  hydrides, 
haloid  ethylates,  and  acetylene;  while  isomeric  bodies  such  as  the 
chlorides  of  ethylene,  and  ethylidene,  may  be  examined  as  to  their 
chemical  structure. 

The  importance  of  time  as  an  element  in  chemical  action  is  well 
illustrated  in  many  of  these  decompositions ;  and  they  are  generaUy 
greatly  ftusilitated  by  a  rise  of  temperature,  whether  diat  result  from 
Sie  chemical  action  itself,  or  from  external  sources. 

The  copper^zinc  couple  has  been  practically  applied  to  the  pro- 
duction of  certain  organic  compounds,  and  to  the  determination  of 
nitrates  in  potable  waters. 
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WOBK  DONE  BY  MEANS  OP  GLADSTONE   AND  TRIBITS 
OOPPEBrZINO  COUPLE. 

DOe.  CUef  RamUts.  Caieml«ti7ofOperailoiu 

1872  Deooinpodtion  of  Water,  »iid\  y„n,.,„Ti  ^    n.,  •  fy  orrrk  .  xr 

187S    Direct     Formatioii    of    Zinc\  „  -.      ^  „       n,,  .  .y   fOJBE. 
Ethiodide,aiid     I  ZnOu+CAI=0u+Zn|^«^» 

PropanitionofZino  Ethyl,  Ethyl  2Zn|^«^»=Zii|^A+ZnI, 

Hydride  and  Zinc  loio-flttyloto    ZiiOu+/^»^+/^A=cu+Zn(^»^+{^* 

1873  Preparation  of  Di-amyl,        ..     ZnOu+2|  j»^»>=Ou+|5»5"+ZnI, 
Zino-amyl,  and  Amyl  hydride.     2ZnOu+2|^*^"  =Ou+Zn  /^•^"+ZnI, 

ZnOu+{^*^+{^»«"  =Ou+Zn  { W+gA 
Preparation  of  Methyl  Hydride.  Zn0u+C,H,O+0H,I=0u+Zn|^«^*^+CH4 

1873  Preparation  of  Zino  Ikapropyl,    2ZnOu+2/^»^  =Ou+Zn  /^'g'+Znl, 

1874  I«oktionofDi-aUyl,w»d      ..    2n0u+2|^»=0u+|^JgJ+ZnI, 
Prepwation  of  Pure  Propylene.    ZnOTi+|*J«^«+|^»®=Ou+Zn/^°»<'+0,H, 

1874    I"^^^  »'  ^'^  ^«J**«-|  ZnOtt+{^»=Ou+Zn{gj^» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1875.]  an  the  Copper-Zine  Couple.  623 

HAte.  Chief  Resalto.  Cbemistry  of  Operatloa 

1874     Preparation  of  Zina  Chlorethy-)  /P  tt  n       /p  wn  rp  w  n     /p  tt 

late,  and  direct  Hydrogeniza-    2ZsiCii+{Yp*^+2{^^^ 
tion  of  Ethylidene      . .      . . )  ^  ^  *  ^ 

^^"^    ^^-ShCfoS^f*"""  "'}  8Zn0u+CHCl.+8{^=.O=Ou+3Zn{^=.O+cai, 

'lion^Sjr^'  "TTI  8ZnOu+20HI.=Ou+8ZnI.+OA 

(InTestigated  by  Prof.  Thoipe.) 
'^^^    ^aI^U°'..^'!***!.  "!"}  4ZnOu+6H,0+KNO.=Ou+4ZnH.O.+KHO+NH. 

The  new  snbstancee  discovered  during  these  investigations  are  in  italics. 
Cu  signifies  simply  the  metal  copper,  and  not  an  atomic  proportion. 
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WEEKLY  EVENING  MEETING, 

Friday,  June  4, 1875. 

Thb  Dukb  of  DivoNSHiBB,  K.G.  F.RS.  &o.  Vice-President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Pbofbssob  Tyndall,  D.CL.  LL.D.  P.R.S.  &c. 

On  WhitwofiVB  Planes,  Standard  Measures,  and  Ouns, 

BoBN  on  the  2Ist  December,  1803,  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth,  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  the  materials  of  this  evening's  discourse,  was  placed 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  under  the  care  of  his  undo,  a  nullowner  in 
Derbyshire.  He  quitted  the  mill  at  eighteen ;  went  to  Manchester, 
and  worked  there  for  four  years,  under  Orichton,  Marsden  and  Walker, 
and  other  employers.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  went  to  Ijondon, 
lived  there  for  eight  years  as  a  journeyman  mechanic,  working  in  suc- 
cession in  the  establishments  of  Maudslay,  Holtzapfel,  Wright,  and 
Clements.*  In  1888  he  returned  to  Manchester,  rented  a  room  with 
steam  power,  and  wrote  over  his  door  *' Joseph  Whitworth,  tool- 
maker  from  London."  f  The  ground  on  which  his  works  now  stand 
in  Manchester  is  worth  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling. 

His  aim  from  the  first  was  mechanical  veracity,  and  his  earliest  step 
towards  the  realization  of  this  aim  was  the  production  of  trae  plane 
surfaces.  The  most  accurate  planes,  when  he  began,  were  obtained 
by  first  planing  and  then  grinding  the  surfaces.  They  were  never 
true.  He  abandoned  grinding  for  scraping.  Taking  two  surfaces,  as 
accurate  as  the  planing  tool  could  make  them,  he  thmly  coated  one  of 
them  with  colouring  matter,  and  rubbed  the  other  over  it.  Were  both 
surfiEUses  true,  the  colouring  matter  would  spread  itself  uniformly  over 
the  upper  one.  It  never  did  so,  but  appeared  in  spots  and  patches. 
These  marked  the  eminences,  which,  with  an  appropriate  tool,  he 
scraped  away.  In  this  way  he  gradually  rendered  the  surfaces  more 
and  more  coincident.  But  the  coincidence  of  two  surfaces  would  not 
prove  them  to  be  planes.    If  one  were  concave  and  the  other  convex, 

*  The  extraordinary  mechanical  genius  who  was  associated  with  Mr.  Babbago 
in  tlie  construction  of  the  calculating  machine. 

t  Whitworth  was  the  first  to  take  out  a  patent  for  the  making  of  tools. 
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they  might  still  coincide.  This  was  got  over  by  taking  a  third  sur- 
face, and  adjusting  it  to  both  the  o&ers.  Were  one  of  the  latter 
concave  and  the  otiber  convex,  the  third  plane  conld  not  coincide  with 
both.  By  a  series  of  interactions  and  adjustments  all  three  surfaces 
were  at  length  rendered  coincident ;  then,  and  not  before,  were  they 
considered  ^  true  planes." 

When  one  true  plane  is  placed  upon  another,  the  former  floats 
upon  the  latter,  as  if  some  lubricating  material  existed  between  theuL 
But  when  one  of  them  is  slidden,  with  pressure,  over  the  other,  they 
cling  firmly  together.  The  e£fect  is  thus  described  and  accounted  for 
by  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth :  ^'  If  one  of  them  [the  planes]  be  carefully 
sUded  over  the  other  to  exclude  the  air,  the  two  plates  will  adhere 
together  with  considerable  force,  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.''* 
This  clinging  together  of  flat  surfaces  had  been  noticed  before  the 
time  of  Bobert  Boyle,  and  that  great  experimenter,  and  noble 
philosopher,  first  gave  currency  to  the  expLuiafion  adopted  by  Sir 
Joseph  Whitworth.  He  experimented  with  slabs  of  marble,  and  with 
plates  of  glass,  and  thought  he  had  proved  that  the  clinging  together 
did  not  occur  in  vacuo.f  This  explanation  was  experimentally  tested 
in  the  discourse.  Two  exceedingly  accurate  hexagonal  planes  remained 
adherent  in  the  best  vacuum  obtainable  by  a  good  air-pump.  The 
vacuum  was  still  further  improved  by  filling  the  receiver  with  carbonic 
acid,  and  absorbing  the  residue  with  caustic  potash.  In  this  way  the 
atmosphere  was  reduced  until  its  total  pressure  on  the  surface  of  the 
hexagon  amounted  to  only  half  a  pound.  The  lower  plate  weighed 
3  lbs.,  and  to  it  was  attached  a  mass  of  lead  weighing  12  lbs.  Though 
the  pull  of  gravity  was  here  thirty  times  the  pressure  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, the  weight  was  supported.  Indeed,  it  was  obvious,  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  pull  the  plates  asunder,  that  had  a  weight  of 
100  lbs.,  instead  of  12  lbs.,  be^  attached  to  the  lower  hexagon,  it 
also  would  have  been  sustained  by  the  powerful  attraction  of  the  two 
surfJEkces. 

To  show  the  probable  character  of  the  contact  between  the  planes, 
two  very  perfect  surfaces  of  glass  were  squeezed  together  with  sliding 
pressure.  They  clung,  apparently  as  firmly  as  the  Whitworth  planes. 
Throwing  by  reflexion  from  the  glass  plates  a  strong  beam  of  light 
upon  a  white  screen,  the  colours  of  "  thin  plates  "  were  vividly  revealed. 
Clasping  the  plates  of  glass  by  callipers,  and  squeezing  them,  the 
colours  passed  through  various  changes.  When  monochromatic  light 
was  employed  the  successions  of  light  and  darkness  were  numerous 


*  Paper  read  before  the  British  Assodatioii  at  Glasgow.  1840. 

t  Boyle*8  oontTOTersy  with  Hobbes,  in  relation  to  tnis  subject,  is  highly 
intt^iesting,  as  revealing  the  characters  of  the  two  men.  "  I  never/'  says  Boyle, 
**  envied  Mr.  Hobbes's  forwardness  to  triumph,  and  am  content  his  conjectures 
be  recommended  by  the  confidence  which  accompanies  them,  if  mine  be  by  the 
success  which  follows  them." — Boyle's  'Works,'  vol.  iy.  p.  111. 
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and  varied,  prodacing  patterns  of  great  beauty.*  All  this  proves  that, 
though  in  such  close  mechanical  contact,  the  plates  were  by  no  means 
in  optical  contact,  being  separated  by  distances  capable  of  embracing 
several  wave-lengths  of  the  monochromatic  light. 

Having  obtained  his  true  planes,  Whitwor^  turned  them  to  account 
in  producing  standard  measures.  His  paper  on  this  subject  is  of  pro- 
found practical  interest.  His  aim  is  to  spread  abroad  notions  of 
attainable  mechanical  accuracy,  far  in  advance  of  his  time.  He  pitted 
the  sense  of  touch  against  the  sense  of  sight, — end-measurement,  felt 
by  the  fingers,  against  line-measurement  seen  by  the  eye, — and  suo 
ceeded  in  proving*  that  the  millionth  part  of  an  inch  was  capable  of 
accurate  measurement.  With  instruments  capable  of  this  accuracy 
he  produced  his  standard  screws  and  ''difference  gauges,"  urging  im- 
pressively upon  the  mechanicians  of  his  age  the  enormous  waste 
which  might  be  avoided  by  the  adoption  of  uniform  dimensions, 
capable,  when  accurately  measured,  of  being  accurately  reproduced. 

The  mechanical  genius  of  Mr.  Whitwortii  was  next  applied  to  the 
improvement  of  the  rifle.  But  a  few  preliminary  words  on  the  use  of 
rifling  may  be  introduced  here.  When  a  lead  bullet  is  cut  in  two,  a 
cavity  is  always  found  within,  produced  by  the  contraction  of  the 
metal.  This,  and  other  causes,  render  coincidenoe  between  the  centre 
of  gravity  and  the  geometric  centre  of  the  ball  the  exception,  and  not 
the  rule ;  and  where  this  coincidence  does  not  exist  the  bullet  is  almost 
sure  to  quit  the  gun  with  a  nlbtion  of  rotation  added  to  its  motion  of 
translation.  It  is  then  found  to  deviate,  sometimes  to  the  right, 
sometimes  to  the  left  of  the  true  trajectory.  Sometimes,  moroover,  it 
exceeds,  and  sometimes  &lls  short  of  the  proper  range.  The  cause 
of  this  deviation  was  first  assigned  by  a  philosopher  who  made  the 
world  his  debtor  in  two  ways :  firstly,  by  his  own  important  original 
contributions  to  science;  and  secondly,  by  the  liberal  aid  and  en- 
couragement which  he  was  always  ready  to  extend  to  the  younger 
scientific  worker.    I  allude  to  the  late  Professor  Magnus  of  Berlin* 

Magnus's  explanation  of  the  deviation  of  projectiles  is  by  no  means 
difficult  to  grasp.  That  the  deviation  was  produced  by  no  shock  of 
the  projectile  against  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  was  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  deviation  augmented  in  a  quicker  ratio  than  the  distance 
from  the  gun.  The  cause  of  the  deviation  must  be  sought  in  the  ex- 
ternal air.  If  we  blow  through  a  tube  so  as  to  cause  a  current  of  air  to 
pass  doee  to  the  flame  of  a  candle,  the  flame,  instead  of  retreating, 
bends  towards  the  current  The  atmospheric  pressure,  in  fact,  is  less 
in  the  current  than  elsewhere ;  hence  arises  a  motion  of  the  adjacent 
air  towards  the  current  If  a  sheet  of  foolscap  be  held  with  its  two 
leaves  enclosing  an  angle  of  20  or  80  degrees,  on  blowing  through 


*  On  warming  one  of  the  plates  by  the  breath,  the  travelling  of  the  fringes 
v»B  rendered  beautifully  manifest.  This  was  the  late  Professor  Baden  Powell's 
UHMle  of  iUustrating  the  repulsiye  power  of  heat. 
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a  tube  between  the  leaves  they  close  up,  instead  of  flying  asunder. 
The  old  experiment  of  Clement  and  Desormes  is  thus  explained  :  a 
tube  is  fixed  in  the  centre  of  a  perforated  disk,  and  a  second  unperfo- 
rated  free  disk  is  brought  up  against  the  first.  On  blowing  through  the 
tube  the  second  disk  is  not  driven  away,  but  on  the  contrary  held  fast 
until  the  current  ceases,  when  it  falls.  In  this  case  we  have  a  radial 
spreading  out  of  the  air  when  it  strikes  the  free  disk,  and  in  this 
radial  current  the  atmospheric  pres^ure  is  so  much  diminished  that 
the  excess  of  the  external  pressure  supports  the  disk.* 

We  have  now  to  apply  the  knowledge  thus  gained  to  the  deviation 
of  projectiles.  Let  us  suppose  ourselves  looking  down  on  the  bullet  as 
it  quits  the  gun,  that  the  axis  of  rotation  is  vertical  and  perpendicular 
to  the  trajectory,  and  that  the  direction  of  rotation  is  right-handed, 
like  that  of  the  bauds  of  a  watch.  So  circumstanced,  the  bullet  will 
infallibly  deviate  to  the  right  of  the  true  trajectory.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  rotation  be  left-handed,  the  deviation  will  be  to  the  left.  In 
one  case  only  can  the  ball  rotate  without  having  this  deflecting  force 
acting  upon  it,  and  that  is  when  the  axis  of  rotation  is  a  tangent  to  the 
trajectory.  It  is  tKe  chfect  of  rifling  to  impress  upon  the  projectile^  at 
the  outset,  this  particular  kind  of  rotation. 

But  whence  the  deflecting  force,  when  the  axis  of  rotation  is 
perpendicular  to  the  trajectory?  The  ball  cannot  rotate  without 
producing  all  round  it  a  cyclone,  by  its  friction  against  the  air.  On 
opposite  sides  of  the  ball  the  air  of  this  cyclone  moves  in  opposite 
directions.  When  such  a  ball  passes  rapidly  through  the  air  it 
encounters  an  opposing  wind  ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  on  one  side  of  the 
trajectory  this  wind  coincides  with  that  produced  by  the  rotation  of 
the  ball,  while  on  the  other  side  the  two  winds  are  opposed  to  each 
other,  and  more  or  less  neutralize  each  other.  The  ball  will 
move  towards  the  side  on  which  the  strongest  current  exists,  the  pres- 
sure on  that  side  being  a  minimum.  When  the  axis  of  rotation  is 
perpendicular  to  the  trajectory,  and  horizontal,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
proper  range  will  be  exceeded  when  the  two  currents  are  in  opposition 
on  the  under  surface  of  the  ball,  a  lifting  of  the  ball  being  tiie  con- 
sequence ;  while  the  range  will  be  too  short  when  the  currents  coincide 
on  the  under  surface,  a  depression  of  the  ball  being  the  consequence. 
Thus,  by  the  coalescence  of  the  wind  of  rotation,  with  the  wind  of 
translation,  the  deviation  of  the  ball  from  its  true  trajectory  is  in  all 
cases  completely  accounted  for. 

Prior  to  the  year  1853  rifles  had  been  made  by  hand  labour.  A 
Government  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  determine  whether  they 
could  not  be  produced  by  machinery.     The  committee,  after  due 

*  In  the  diacoune,  one  disk  was  suspended  above  the  other,  the  lower  one 
being  fixed  and  the  upper  one  oonnected  with  an  index.  On  blowing  through  the 
fixed  disk  the  upper  one  'was  drawn  down,  the  index  moving  through  a  foot  or 
more.    The  same  experiment  was  made  with  water  instead  of  air. 
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inquiry,  inyoked  the  aid  of  Mr.  Whitworth ;  bat  he,  lacking  the  spedal 
experience,  and  unwilling  to  modify  his  works  to  tiie  required  extent, 
declined  the  offer.  But  the  subject  remained  open,  and,  on  conditian 
that  a  gallery  should  be  built,  where  experiments  as  to  the  best  form 
of  rifle  might  be  conducted,  Mr.  Whitworth  subsequently  proposed  to 
devise  and  construct  the  machinery  necessary  for  the  production  of 
the  rifle  barrel.  Lord  Hardinge,  then  Commander  of  the  Forces, 
obtained  the  assent  of  the  Government  to  the  proposed  condition,  and 
a  gallery  500  yards  long  was  erected  on  Mr.  Whitworth's  grounds 
near  Manchester. 

At  the  time  now  referred  to  the  Enfield  rifle  was  considered  to  be 
very  near  perfection.  This  Lord  Hardinge  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Whit- 
worth, at  the  same  time  stating  that  any  improvement  which  would 
induce  the  Government  to  change  the  Enfield  for  another  ri£e,  must  he 
"  very  decided" 

The  powder  then  employed  for  small  arms  consisted  of  the  siftings 
of  cannon  powder.     The  first  step  of  Whitworth  was  to  demonstrate 
its  inefficiency.     It  was  afterwards  abandoned  in  favour  of  a  quicker 
burning  powder.     A  spiral  groove  within  the  barrel  constituted  the 
rifling  of  the   Enfield  weapon.      The  ball  was  elongated,  being  a 
cylinder  with  a  conoidal  front.    Its  length  was  1  *  81  diameters  of  the 
bore.    A  wooden  plug  was  inserted  into  the  ball  behind,  which,  pressed 
by  the  gunpowder,  forced  the  lead  into  the  grooves,  and  secured  the 
desired  rotation.    The  pitch  of  the  spiral  was  such  that  to  make  a 
complete  rotation  the  ball  would  have  to  pass  through  a  length  of 
78  inches.     Whitworth  soon  abandoned  the  rifling  by  grooves,  and  fell 
back  upon  polygonal  rifling.     He  formed  two  accurately-fitting  semi- 
cylinders,  and  having  made  the  inner  surface  octagonal,  with  a  certain 
amount  of  twist,  he  placed  the  semi-cylinders  together,  surrounded 
them  by  steel  rings,  and  thus  built  up  his  first  r^e  barrel.     It  was 
only  10  inches  long,  but  it  beat  the  Enfield  rifle.     He  lengthened  the 
Enfield  bullet,  but  found  that  fired  from  the  Enfield  barrel  it  tumbled 
over.     He  then  passed  from  a  twist  of  1  in  78  to  1  in  30,  then  con- 
sidered  excessive,  and  with  the  augmented  twist  he  was   able  to 
employ  a  longer  bullet.    With  a  thoroughness  worthy  of  all  admira- 
tion he  passed  in  succession  to  obliquities  of  1  in  20,  1  in  10,  1 
in  5,  even  to  1  in  1.     He  thus  exhausted  the  subject,  and  decided 
finally  in  favour  of  the  hexagonal  barrel,  with  a  twist  of  1  in  20. 
The  length  of  the  bullet  was  three  diameters  of  the  bore. 

The  performance  of  the  new  weapon  astonished  everybody.  Th« 
School  of  Musketry  at  Hythe  was  then  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
Hay,  who,  in  a  report  to  Lord  Hardinge,  thus  speaks  of  the  Whitworth 
rifle :  "  The  shooting  with  the  gun  on  Mr.  Whitworth's  principle  is 
truly  wonderful.  ...  The  mean  absolute  deviation  of  the  shots  fired 
would  not,  if  calculated,  be  above  0  *  65  of  a  foot  at  500  yards ;  whereas, 
at  the  same  distance,  the  mean  absolute  deviation  of  the  best  target  of 
20  shots  I  can  produce,  exceeds  2  feet.*'  The  tabulated  results  show 
an  enormous  superiority  of  the  Whitworth  over  the  Enfield  rifle.     "  In 
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aocnracy  of  fire,"  says  the  *  Times  *  of  April  23, 1867,  "  in  penetration, 
and  in  range,  the  rival  of  the  Enfield  exceeds  it  to  a  degree  which 
hardly  leaves  room  for  comparison.*'  The  best  performance  previously 
noticed  had  been  a  deviation  l>f  24  inches  in  500  yards.  The  Whit- 
worth  deviation  at  800  yards  was  barely  half  this  amount,  while  the 
deviation  of  the  Enfield  at  800  was  more  than  twice  its  deviation  at 
500.  At  1400  yards  the  Whitworth  deviation  was  4  *  62  feet,  while 
at  this  distance  a  target  14  feet  square  was  not  at  all  hit  by  the 
Enfield. 

The  lively  interest  manifested  by  Lord  Hardinge  in  this  inquiry 
was  shared  by  Sir  John  Bnrgoyne.  In  a  letter  dated  llih  December, 
1857,  he  thus  expresses  his  opinion  of  what  has  been  achieved,  and 
submits  to  Mr.  Whitworth  a  new  problem :  ''  I  am  myself  so  fully 
satisfied  with  your  musket  as  a  great  step  in  advance,  and  that  I  must 
expect  to  be  early  adopted,  that  I  am  anxious  for  the  time  when  we 
can  know  more  about  its  powers  of  penetration  of  di£ferent  substances, 
say  iron,  steel,  elm,  oak,  &c.,  or  earth,  with  the  hard  bullet."  Never, 
surely,  was  a  challenge  more  thoroughly  met.  The  Whitworth  rifle 
sent  its  bullets  through  thirty-four  half-inch  elm  boards ;  the  Enfield 
penetrated  twelve  of  the  boards,  and  was  stopped  at  the  thirteenth. 
But  a  totally  new  capacity  was  here  manifested.  The  form  of  the 
Whitworth  nfiing  permits  of  the  use  of  a  steel  bullet,  and  with  such 
bullets,  at  the  time  here  refen*ed  to,  Mr.  Whitworth  pierced  plates 
of  iron  half  an  inch  thick,  not  only  point  blank,  but  at  obliquities 
varying  from  0^  to  over  50°.  I  am  not  aware  that  up  to  the  present 
hour  any  other  rifle  has  accomplished  anything  approaching  to  this.* 

The  conservative  principle  which  resists  all  change,  and  which  is 
so  marked  a  feature  of  official  life,  may  be  a  necessary  element  of 
greatness  and  strength  to  this  country.  It  will,  however,  be  admitted 
&at  resistance  may  be  carried  too  far.  The  application  of  lightning- 
conductors  to  the  fleet  was  officially  resisted ;  and  despite  ^e  fore- 
going results,  which  might  well  be  regarded  as  conclusive,  a  com- 
mittee of  officers  in  1859  reported  to  the  Government  that  the  bore  of 
the  Whitworth  rifle  "  was  too  small  for  use  as  a  military  weapon." 
Augmented  knowledge  altered  this  opinion,  and  three  years  subse- 
quently another  committee  reported  ^  that  the  makers  of  every  small- 


*  Both  the  plates  and  the  projectiles  which  pierced  them  were  present  during 
the  discourse.  It  is  worth  while  to  consider  the  condition  of  the  bullet  fired  from 
the  rifle  in  which  the  twist  was  1  to  1.  Half  only  of  the  ordinary  charge  of 
powder  could  be  employed :  the  full  charge  tore  the  bullet  to  pieces.  But  with 
the  half  charge  the  bullet  penetrated  9  indies  of  elm.  A  thousand  feet  a  second 
would  be  a  moderate  velocity  to  assign  to  the  bullet.  It  would  travel,  therefore, 
through  the  last  foot  of  the  barrel  in  -nnn^th  of  a  second ;  but  in  tiiis  length  it 
would  accomplish  tweWe  rotations;  hence  on  quitting  the  gun  its  rate  of  rotation 
would  be  twelve  thousand  a  second.  The  rotating  mirror  with  which  Wheat- 
stone,  Voucault,  and  Comu  made  their  memorable  experiments  on  electricity 
and  light,  rotated  eiglit  hundred  times  in  a  second.  It  is,  however,  not  im- 
probable that  the  Whitworth  bullet  had  a  still  more  rapid  rotation  than  that 
here  assigned  to  it;  that  it  aooomplished  a  million  rotations  per  minute.       ^^^ 
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bore  rifle,  having  any  pretensions  to  special  accuracy,  bave  copied  to 
the  letter  the  three  main  elements  of  saooess  adopted  by  Mr.  'Whit- 
worth,  viz.  diameter  of  bore,  degree  of  spiral,  and  large  proportion  of 
rifling  surface."  Finally,  a  special  committee  of  officers  in  1B69 
recommended  the  bore  which  had  been  reconmiended  by  Whitworth 
in  1857.* 

Gall  now  to  mind  that  Mr.  Whitworth  in  1854  found  rifling  by 
grooves  the  accepted  method.  This  he  changed  for  polygonal  rifling. 
He  found  the  twist  1  in  78 ;  this  he  changed  to  1  in  20.  He  fomid 
the  rifle  ballet  1*81  diameters  in  length;  and  this  he  changed  to 
3  diameters.  The  Martini-Henry  rifle,  which  is  now  the  favourite 
weapon,  is  rifled  polygonally,  a  heptagon  being  substituted  for  Whit- 
worth's  hexagon.  The  twist  of  this  rifle  is  1  in  22,  or  almost 
identical  with  the  twist  of  the  Whitworth  rifle,  while  the  length  of 
the  ballet  is  2*93  diameters,  which  is  practically  Whit  worth's  pro- 
portion. The  Martini-Henry  bullet  is,  however,  rifled  within  the 
gan  by  the  pressure  behind  it ;  and  to  permit  of  the  employment  of 
hard  dloys  of  tin  and  lead,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  force  into 
the  angles  of  the  heptagon,  a  sharp  spiral  projection  acooxapanieB  the 
polygonal  twist  This  projection  is  forced  into  the  bullet  by  the  pres- 
sure firom  behind,  and  it  gives  the  bullet  the  required  rotation.  The 
Whitworth  bullet,  on  the  other  hand,  is  rifled  outside  the  gnn.  Its 
inventor  accomplishes  by  his  steam-engine  the  work  which,  in  other 
rifles,  falls  upon  the  gunpowder ;  the  brunt  of  this  work,  moreover, 
being  borne  by  the  shoulder  of  the  marksman.  The  Martini-Henry 
rifle  is  unable  to  meet  the  condition  deemed  so  important  by  Sir  John 
fiargoyne,  and  to  fulfll  which  steel  bullets  are  necessary. 

To  sum  up,  when  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  began  his  experiments, 
he  was  as  ignorant  of  the  rifle  as  Pasteur  was  of  the  microscope, 
when  he  began  his  inunortal  researches  on  spontaneous  generaticxn. 
But,  like  the  illustrious  Frenchman,  Whitworth  mastered  his  subject 
to  an  extent  never  previously  approached.    He  found  the  powder  used 
for  rifles  unfit  for  its  purpose.     In  point  of  precision,  he  obtained  a 
"  figure  of  merit "  greatly  superior  to  any  previously  obtained.     He 
carried  his  ranges  far  beyond  all  previous  ranges;  and  in  point  of 
penetration  achieved  the  unexampled  results  which  have  been  laid 
before  you.     He  did  this,  moreover,  by  a  system  of  rifling  peculiar  io 
himself,  which  had  never  been  thought  of  previously,  and  which  is 
substantially  adhered  to  in  the  fieivourite  weapon  of  to-day.     It  would 
be  difficult  to  point  to  an  experimental  investigation,  conducted  with 
greater  sagacity,  thoroughness,  and  skill,  and  which  led  to  more 
important  conclusions. 

It  is  the  province  of  the  generalizing  faculty  to  extend  to  the  largest 
phenomena  the  principles  discerned  in  the  smallest.  With  a  direct- 
ness of  insight  which  he  might  find  it  difficult  to  define  in  words, 

♦  'Guns  and  Steel,'  p.  24. 
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Whitworth  saw  that  the  mechanical  principles  brought  to  bear  in  the 
infantry  weapon  were  equally  applicable  to  cannon.  But  here  let  me 
say  that  I  am  not  too  much  influenced  by  the  phrase  "  mechanical 
principles,"  so  frequently  employed  by  our  great  mechanician.  These 
principles  are  as  enduring  as  the  universe,  or  rather  as  the  mind 
which  interprets  the  uniyerse,  when  all  the  data  have  been  em- 
braced in  the  conclusion.  But  in  practical  matters  mechanical 
principles,  like  wisdom,  must  be  justified  of  their  children ;  and  these 
are  the  tests  of  experiment.  It  is  now  my  duty  to  state  to  you  with 
the  necessary  brevity,  and  with  such  power  of  illustration  as  I  can 
command,  how  the  Whitworth  cannon  has  borne  the  experimental 
tests  to  which  it  has  been  subjected. 

Before  you  is  a  piece  of  armour  plating  4  inches  thick,  manufac- 
tured by  an  eminent  firm,  with  the  knowledge  that  it  was  to  be  tested 
with  the  Whitworth  gun.  Beside  it  is  an  elongated,  flat-headed,  rifled 
projectile,  hardly  exhibiting  the  least  mark  of  distortion.  Yet  the  plate 
has  been  perforated  by  that  steel  bolt.  The  gun  which  fired  the  bolt 
was  a  12-pounder ;  but  owing  to  its  elongation  the  actual  weight  of 
the  projectile  is  29  lbs.  This  assuredly  was  a  great  achievement  for 
80  small  a  gun.  You  have  seen  what  the  Whitworth  rifle  accomplished 
with  steel  bullets.  Before  you  is  a  series  of  parallel  results  obtained 
with  the  Whitworth  cannon.  The  plates  here  presented  to  you  have 
been  perforated,  not  only  by  direct  impact,  but  at  obliquities  of  35°, 
45°,  and  65°.  This,  to  an  outsider  like  myself,  appears  to  be  a  result 
of  extreme  importance ;  and  the  reason  I  say  so  will  be  immediately 
clear.  The  projectiles  which  did  this  work  are  flat-headed.  But  I 
have  now  to  direct  your  attention  to  two  other  plates  which  have  borne 
the  impact  of  two  ogival  pointed  shot,  the  one  of  '*  chilled  "  metal,  the 
other  of  steel.  Instead  of  being  penetrated,  the  plates  are  indented 
merely.  Fired  at  an  angle  of  45°  these  pointed  shots  glanced  from 
the  plates,  scooping  out  a  small  hollow,  instead  of  piercing  them. 
In  this  experiment,  the  chilled  shot  broke  up  into  fitigments,  but  the 
steel  one  is  intact.  Taking  a  steel  bolt  in  the  hand,  and  urging  the 
edge  of  its  flat  front  obliquely  against  an  iron  plate,  the  bolt  is 
arrested,  because  the  edge  cuts  the  plate  like  a  chisel ;  urging  the 
pointed  shot  at  the  same  obliquity  against  the  plate,  it  glances  oS. 
Thus,  a  mere  hand-experiment  shows  the  difference  between  the  flat- 
headed  and  pointed  shot,  when  the  incidence  is  sufficiently  oblique. 
And  as  in  actual  warfare  oblique  incidence  will  probably  be  the  rule, 
and  perpendicular  incidence  the  exception,  this  demonstrated  power 
of  the  flat-headed  bolt  to  penetrate,  when  the  pointed  shot  fails,  seems 
to  me  worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration. 

Almost  equally  instructive  are  the  experiments  executed  to  deter- 
mine the  comparative  power  of  flat-headed,  round-headed,  and  pointed 
projectiles  to  penetrate  water  at  an  oblique  incidence.  The  angle  of 
depression  was  7°  7',  and  the  length  of  water  to  be  penetrated  was  80 
inches,  the  mark  aimed  at  being  10  inches  below  the  water  line.  The 
flat-headed  projectiles  appear  to  have  gone  almost  directly  to  the 
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mark ;  the  ronnd-heacled  ones  were  tilted  np  and  simck  the  plate  just 
below  the  water  line ;  while  the  pointed  or  ogival  ones  were  com- 
pletely ejected  from  the  water,  and  struck  the  plate  at  9  inches  above 
the  water  line.*  These  are  points  regarding  which,  one  would  think, 
no  uncertainty  ought  to  exist ;  they  ought  not  to  rest  on  the  unsup- 
ported testimony  of  any  inventor.  They  ought,  one  would  think,  to 
be  tested  by  independent  men,  refuted  or  confirmed ;  at  all  events, 
appraised  at  their  proper  value  and  significance. 

I  stand  here  to-night,  not  as  the  advocate  of  any  particular  system 
of  ordnance,  but  in  response  to  an  expressed  desire  that  you  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  physical  experiments  executed  in  connection 
with  this  subject  To  odiers  I  leave  the  task  of  deciding  on  the 
national  importance  of  these  experiments.  But  I  claim  the  right,  if 
I  deem  it  necessary  to  do  so,  of  not  only  presenting  the  fietcts,  but  of 
expressing  the  thoughts  which  have  occurred  to  me  during  the  pre- 
paration of  this  discourse.  From  all  that  I  have  read  and  heaid,  I 
can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  for  direct  impact  the 
ogival,  or  pointed  projectile,  possesses  a  higher  penetrative  power 
tlum  the  flat-headed  one.  Hence  some  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
eminent  mechanician  who  advocates  the  use  of  the  latter  must,  I 
think,  appear  to  a  severe  inquirer  too  unqualified  in  their  assertion 
of  its  superiority.  It  is  demonstrably  superior  at  the  oblique  inci- 
dences above  referred  to ;  but  from  the  comparison  instituted  by  Sir 
Joseph  Whitworth  himself,  and  recorded  in  '  Guns  and  Steel,'  pp.  46 
and  47,  it  is  evident  that  in  the  case  of  direct  impact  the  ogival  head 
exceeds  the  fiat  head  in  penetrative  power.  At  an  angle  of  45^  the 
latter  clearly  asserts  its  superiority.  Hence,  as  the  pointed  head  is 
beet  for  penetration  at  an  obliquity  of  0^,  and  as  the  flat  head  is  best 
at  an  angle  of  46°,  the  thorough  experimental  examination  would  have 
to  determine  the  obliquity  at  whidi  both  would  be  practically  equal. 
The  knowledge  thus  obtained,  taken  in  connection  with  the  exigencies 
of  actual  vrar&re,  would  be  an  important  fiEustor  in  the  decision  of  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  two  forms  of  projectile. 

In  the  Preface  to  *  Guns  and  Steel '  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  gives 
the  following  sununary  of  his  experiments  on  penetration : 

*'  In  1857  I  proved,  for  the  first  time,  that  a  ship  could  be  pene- 
trated below  the  water-line  by  9k  flcd-Jieaded  rifled  projectile. 

^  In  1860  I  penetrated,  for  the  first  time,  a  4^inch  armour  plate, 
with  an  80  \h&.  ficd-headed  solid  steel  projectile. 

'*  In  1862  I  penetrated,  for  the  first  time,  a  4-inch  annour  plate^ 
with  a  70  lbs.  fiat-headed  steel  shelly  which  exploded  in  an  oak  box  sap" 
porting  the  phite.'* 

(I  may  remark  that  I  was  present  when  this  experiment  was  made, 
and  can  testify  that  its  result  astonished  those  who  witnessed  it.) 

''In  1870  I  penetrated,  with  a  9-inch  bore  gun,  three  5-inch 
armour  plates,  interlaminated  with  two  5-inch  layers  of  iron  concrete. 


*  Guns  and  Steel/  p.  41. 
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**  In  1872,  with  my  new  9-pomider  breecb-loading  gun^  and  a  flat- 
headed  steel  projectile,  I  penetrated  a  3-inch  annour  plate,  at  an 
angle  of  45°. 

"  All  these  performances,"  continues  Sir  Joseph,  "  were  the  first  of 
their  kind,  and  were  made,  with  one  exception,  with  flat-headed  pro- 
jectiles." This  exception,  however,  must  be  the  important  one,  in 
which  15  inches  of  armour  plating',  and  10  inches  of  iron  con- 
crete, were  penetrated  by  (I  suppose)  an  ogival  pointed  shell.  This, 
I  take  it,  is  the  experiment  described  in  pp.  51  and  52  of  *  Guns  and 
Steel.'  It  confirms  the  conclusion  which  I  have  been  compelled  to 
draw  from  the  other  experiments  of  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  above 
referred  to.  I  could  wish  that  this  superiority  of  the  ogival  point, 
in  the  case  of  direct  impact,  had  been  more  distinctly  recognized ; 
but  I  also  wish  to  remind  those  whom  I  address  that  this  is  a  point 
of  detail,  which  in  no  way  affects  the  merits  of  the  Whitworth 
gun. 

The  tentative  skill  and  insight  which  were  so  conspicuous  in  Mr. 
Whitworth's  experiments  with  the  rifle,  are  not  less  conspicuous  in  his 
experiments  on  rifled  cannon.  He  takes  the  various  elements  of  the 
gun  in  succession,  and  determines  for  each  its  condition  of  maximum 
efficiency.  As  before,  he  pushes  his  experiments  through  a  range  of 
variation  so  wide  as  to  embrace  both  sides  of  this  maximum.  In  1856 
he  demonstrated  that  a  rifle  bullet  should  be  3  diameters  long. 
''  The  rule,"  he  affirms,  '^  holds  good  for  a  85-ton  gun,  as  well  as  for 
a  rifle."  His  experiments  on  the  relation  of  the  amount  of  twist  to 
the  length  of  the  projectile  are  in  the  highest  degree  interesting. 
Projectiles  varying  £rom  1  to  7  diameters  in  length,  yielded  the  fol- 
lowing results : 

^  With  one  turn  in,  10  inches,  all  the  projectiles  went  steadily  with 
the  point  first. 

''  With  one  turn  in  20  inches,  the  projectile  became  unsteady  when 
more  than  6  diameters  in  length. 

'*  With  one  torn  in  30  inches,  it  fell  over  when  more  than  5 
diameters  in  length. 

*'  With  one  turn  in  45  inches,  the  projectiles  turned  over,  and  flew 
very  wild,  when  more  than  3  diameters  in  length." 

The  conclusion  drawn  from  these  experiments  was,  "  that  unless  a 
gun  be  rifled  with  a  quick  pitch,  so  as  to  give  a  high  rotation  to  the 
projectile,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  fire  long  projectiles."  With  a 
sufficient  twist,  Mr.  Whitworth  succeeded,  in  1856,  in  firing  projec- 
tiles 10  diameters  in  length,  and  weighing  150  lbs.*  For  range,  the 
best  form  of  projectile  has  a  conoidal  front,  a  slightly  tapered  rear, 
and  is  from  3  to  4  diameters  long.     With  high  elevations,  the  fiight 


*  A  model  of  this  bolt  was  present  at  the  discourse.  Instead  of  a  long  projec- 
tile a  row  of  rifled  spheres  may  be  employed.  They  fly  together,  says  Sir  J. 
"Whitworth,  "like  a  covey  of  partridges,  and  would  prove  very  formidable  in 
attacking  an  enemy's  boats." — *  Guns  and  Steel/  p.  53. 
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of  such  a  projectile  may  exceed,  by  a  mile,  that  of  one  with  ite  rear 
nntapered.  These  two  forms  of  the  projectile  are  shown  in  Figa. 
1  and  2. 

Fig.  1.  Fio.  2. 


TAPEB  BEAB.  PARALLEL  BEAB. 

The  greatest  range  hitherto  obtained  was  reached  at  Shoeboryness 
in  1868.  It  amounted  to  11,243  yards,  or  nearly  6^  miles.  The 
angle  of  elevation  was  33° ;  weight  of  gun,  14  tons  8  cwt. ;  bore, 
hexagonal;  major  diam.,  9  inches;  minor  diam.,  8' 2  inches;  pitch, 
1  turn  in  165  inches  ;*  weight  of  shot,  250  lbs. ;  length,  24*5  inches; 
powder  charge,  50  lbs. 

The  possibility  of  attaining  so  great  a  range  depends  on  the 
weight  and  cross-section  of  the  shot.  Were  there  no  atmospheric 
resistance,  the  range  would  depend  solely  on  the  velocity  of  the  pro- 
jectile on  quitting  the  gun.  But  if  two  projecjtiles,  one  possessing 
a  greater  transverse  section  than  the  otiier,  start  with  the  same 
velocity,  the  thicker  bolt,  encountering  greater  resistance,  is  brought 
more  rapidly  to  rest.  The  velocity  at  starting  may  be  even  greatly 
in  favour  of  the  thicker  projectile,  while  at  long  ranges  it  is  left 
behind. 

And  here  we  are  met  by  one  of  those  practical  reflections 
which  force  themselves  upon  tJie  thoughtful  mind,  and  in  regard  to 
which  I  have  already  claimed  liberty  of  expression.  If  the  object 
x)f  the  artillerist  be  solely  to  throw  his  shot  with  the  maximum 
precision,  to  the  greatest  distance,  then,  so  far  as  the  data  before  me 
enable  me  to  judge,  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  has  made  out  a  conclusive 
case.  In  the  conmion  rifle,  where  each  bullet  is  intended  to  kill  or 
maim  a  single  man,  these  two  elements  of  range  and  precision  are 
paramount.  But  in  artillery  practice  another  consideration  comes 
into  play.    The  use  of  shrapncd  shell  is  one  of  the  most  important 

•  This  ifl  not  a  quick  pitch.— J.  T. 
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features  of  such  practice.  In  this  case  vastness  of  range  is  not  the 
only  thing  sought.  At  a  certain  point  in  its  trajectory — a  point  which 
the  practical  artillerist  might  fix  at  two,  three,  or  four  thousand  yards 
— the  projectile  has  to  burst,  and  spatter  a  rain  of  bullets  round  it. 
The  effectiveness  of  such  a  projectile  must  obviously  depend  on  the 
bursting  charge  which  it  is  able  to  carry,  and  the  number  of  bullets 
which  it  is  able  to  scatter.  If — and  bear  in  mind  that  I  use  the  "  if" 
— if  the  projectile  be  so  attenuated  as  to  diminish  seriously  the  burst- 
ing charge  and  the  number  of  bullets,  then  it  is  easy  to  see  that  while 
it  might  assert  a  clear  superiority  as  regards  length  of  range,  it 
might  be  less  effective  than  a  projectile  of  greater  diameter,  at  the 
distances  most  advantageous  for  the  use  of  skrapnel  shell.  I  am  far 
from  saying  that  the  Whitworth  sheU  is  unable  to  fulfil  all  the  neces- 
sary conditions ;  but  I  do  say  that  the  shrapnel  shell  raises  a  question 
which  was  not  raised  in  the  case  of  the  rifle.  And  were  I  on  a 
committee  entrusted  with  the  decision  of  this  question,  I  should 
require  it  to  be  proved  that  the  very  perfection  of  a  gun,  re- 
garded from  one  point  of  view,  is  not  an  imperfection  when  reg{u*ded 
from  another.  The  question  is  one  for  experiment  to  decide;  and 
what  those  interested  in  the  establishment  of  the  truth  will  be  most 
inclined  to  deprecate,  is  the  dosing  of  the  door  against  experiment.* 

Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  has  always  advocated  the  use  of  steel  in  the 
construction  of  guns ;  but  without  some  guarantee  of  its  trustworthi- 
ness, he  could  hardly  have  expected  to  convert  the  world  to  his  views. 
It  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  military  authorities  to  make  their 
guns  of  a  metal  which,  through  some  defect  impossible  to  guard 
against,  might  at  any  moment  convert  the  gun  into  a  shell,  scattering 
ruin  among  those  who  trusted  it.'  The  onus  therefore  rested  upon 
the  advocate  of  steel,  to  produce  a  metal  which  could  be  relied  on. 
With  the  tenacity  of  purpose,  and  fruitfnlness  of  inventive  skill  which 
characterized  his  whole  previous  career.  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  attacked 
this  problem.  The  solution  of  it  will,  perhaps,  be  best  understood  by 
giving  you  an  account  of  an  experiment  which  I  witnessed  at  Man- 
diester  on  last  Saturday  morning. 

Within  a  hollow  steel  cylinder,  of  enormous  strength,  were  placed 
a  series  of  cast-iron  bars,  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  lining.  The  bars 
were  laid  loosely  side  by  side,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  a  gas 
between  them.  They  were  also  grooved,  with  a  view  of  fSacilitatinc; 
gaseous  motion.  The  bars  were  coated  by  a  porous  lini 
and  other  materials,  through  which  gases  could  readily  be 
pressure.     In  the  middle  of  the  cylinder  stood  a  core,  als( 


*  Length  of  range,  in  the  case  of  elongated  projectiles,  being  obtaj 
the  diminution  of  atmospheric  resistance ;  the  fighting  distance  at  s( 
point  of  cardinal  importance  in  reference  to  this  question.  If  thifl 
great,  the  elongated  projectile  triumphs;  but  if  it  be  smaU,  a  she 
with  a  high  initial  velocity,  might  be  preferable. 
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as  to  permit  of  the  escape  of  gas  from  it.  A  space  of  seyeral  inches 
existed  between  the  inner  core  and  outward  sheath.  A  hirge  ladle 
was  at  hand,  and  into  this  was  poured  the  molten  metal  from  a 
number  of  crucibles.  From  the  ladle  again  the  metal  was  poured 
into  the  annular  space  just  referred  to,  filling  it  to  the  brim.  Down 
upon  the  molten  mass  descended  the  plunger  of  a  hydraulic  press. 
On  first  entering  it  a  shower  of  the  molten  metal  was  scattered  on  all 
sides ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  distance  between  the  annular  plunger  and 
the  core  on  the  one  side,  and  the  sheath  on  the  other,  was  only  aboat 
one-tenth  of  an  inch,  the  fluid  metal  was  immediately  chilled  and 
solidified.  Thus  entrapped  it  was  subjected  to  pressure,  which 
amounted  eventually  to  about  six  tons  per  square  inch. 

Doubtless  gases  were  here  dissolved  in  the  fluid  mass,  and  doubt- 
less also  they  were  mechanically  entangled  in  it  as  bubbles.  I 
figure  to  myself  the  fluid  metal  as  an  assemblage  of  molecules,  with 
the  intermolecular  spaces  in  conmiunication  with  the  air  outside. 
Through  these  spaces  I  believe  the  carbonic  oxide  and  the  air  to  have 
been  forced,  finding  their  escape  through  the  porous  core  on  the  one 
side,  and  through  the  porous  sheath  on  the  other.*  From  both  core 
and  sheath  issued  copious  streams  of  gas,  mainly,  it  would  seem,  in 
the  condition  of  carbonic  oxide  flame.  A  considerable  shortening  of 
the  fluid  cylinder  was  the  consequence  of  this  expulsion  of  gases 
from  its  interior.  The  pressure  was  continued  long  after  the 
gases  had  ceased  to  be  ejected;  for,  otherwise,  the  contraction  of 
the  metal,  on  cooling,  might  subject  it  to  injurious  internal  strains. 
In  fftct,  castings  have  been  known  to  be  rent  asunder  by  this  contrac- 
tion. By  the  continuance  of  the  external  pressure,  every  internal 
strain  is  at  once  responded  to  and  satisfied,  and  the  metaJ  is  kept 
compact. 

The  two  main  factors  which  determine  the  quality  of  any  kind  oi 
steel  are  its  strength  and  ductility.  The  method  adopted  by  Sir 
Joseph  Whitworth  in  determining  these  &ctors  is,  like  all  his 
mechanical  contrivances,  admirable.  Both  ends  of  a  cylinder  of  a 
definite  length  and  cross  section  are  screwed  firmly  between  two  jaws, 
which  are  then  separated  by  hydraulic  pressure.  For  a  time  this 
'  stretched  cylinder  maintains  a  uniform  diameter.  At  a  certain 
pressure  it  passes  its  limit  of  elasticity,  the  passage  being  distinctly 
indicated  by  the  dial  which  registers  the  pressure.  From  this  point 
forward  the  cylinder  is  observed  to  contract  at  its  centre,  and  it  finally 
snaps  across.  The  "strength"  is  measured  by  the  breaking  force; 
while  the  "  ductility  "  is  determined  by  bringing  the  fractured  surfaces 
close  together,  measuring  the  length  of  the  stretched  mass,  and  ex- 
pressing its  elongation  as  a  percentage  of  the  original  length  oi  the 


♦  The  Florentine  experiment,  and  the  experiments  of  William  Hopkins,  slioij 
the  power  of  pressure  to  force  liquids  through  solids.  The  "  core  **  is  employed 
Ijecaose  of  the  difficulty  of  removing  the  air  and  gases  from  the  henrt  of  the 
ingot. 
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cylinder.  In  one  experiment  made  in  my  presence,  forty  seconds  sufficed 
to  stretch  and  break  the  cylinder,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  jar 
or  jerk  observed  during  the  process.  I  entirely  S3rmpathize  with  the 
desire  entertained  by  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  that  these  two  elements 
of  strength  and  ductility  should  be  determined  for,  and  registered 
upon,  every  ingot  and  bar  of  steel  employed  in  the  construction  of  our 
railway  tires  and  axles ;  and,  indeed,  on  all  portions  of  machinery  the 
giving  way  of  which  imperils  human  life. 

It  may  be  added  here  that  I  have  seen  the  fluid  compressed  steel 
in  various  stages  of  working,  and  sometimes  in  masses  suitable  for 
screw-propeller  shafts,  or  for  35-ton  guns.  I  have  never  detected  a 
flaw  or  fault  in  it,  its  planed  surfaces  always  disclosing  a  metal  of  the 
most  closely  coherent  texture. 

The  metal  employed  for  guns  must  be  of  the  maximum  "strength," 
compatible  with  a  "  ductility  "  which  shall  cause  the  gun  to  tear,  if  it 
should  burst,  and  not  fly  into  fragments.  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth's 
method  of  testing  the  capacity  of  his  metal  to  resist  pressure  is  fully 
given  in  his  work  on  *  Guns  and  Steel.'  A  powder  charge  is  placed 
in  a  cylinder,  both  ends  of  which  are  stopped,  the  only  exit  for  the 
gases  being  through  the  vent-hole.  The  annexed  figures  show  the 
appearance  presented  by  such  a  cylinder  during  the  process  of  testing. 
1,  represents  it  before  firing ;  2,  after  firing  a  few  rounds ;  3,  after 
bursting.*  "  The  excellence  of  the  metal  was  proved  by  the  amount 
of  powder  used,  and  its  tearing  open  in  one  piece." 

1.  2.  3. 


I  wind  up  by  a  brief  reference  to  Whit  worth's  breech-loading  gun. 
It  is  thus  described  by  its  constructor :  "  This  gun  is  made  of  fluid 
compresHod  steel,  and  the  breech  is  closed  by  a  heavy  sliding  block 
of  the  same  material,  working  between  two  portions  of  the  breech 
end  of  the  gun,  under  and  over  the  sliding  block,  which  may  be 


*  Several  examples  of  the  bulged  and  torn  cylinders  were  present  in  the 
(liscoursp.  The  inbtmments  used  for  determining  whether  any  enlargement  of 
the  gnn  has  taken  place  on  firing  were  ahso  present.  An  enlargement  of  -nruuvth 
of  an  inch  is  thus  discernible. 
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called  block  guides.  The  faces  of  the  block  guides  are  grooved  with 
a  number  of  parallel  grooves,  the  upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  the 
block  being  similarly  formed,  and  inclined  at  a  very  small  angle  to 
a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the  gun,  thus  forming  a  portion 
of  a  screw  thread  which  would  be  traced  upon  a  cylinder  of  extremely 
large  radius.  These  threads  constitute  what  may  be  called  a  '  straight- 
line  screw,'  having  their  sides  nearest  the  muzzle  undercut,  so  that 
when  the  heavy  strain  resulting  from  firing  the  charge  comes  upon 
the  block,  there  may  be  no  tendency  to  forco  the  block  guides  apart ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  more  tightly  held. 


END  VIEW,   BREECH  CLOeED.  LONGITUDINAL  SECTION,  BREECH   OPEN. 

"  1  he  powder  chamber  is  enlarged  in  diameter  and  reduced  in 
length,  being  2^  diameters  long,  and  containing  a  charge  of  50  per 
cent,  more  powder  than  the  service  charge  of  a  muzzle-loader.  There 
is  also  a  slightly  enlarged  shot-chamber  to  ensure  ease  in  loading.  The 
enlargement  of  the  shot-chamber  permits  of  the  reduction  uf  the 
windage  in  a  degree  which  could  not  otherwise  be  attained.  In  this 
gun  the  enlargement  is  *  03  of  an  inch,  the  remaining  part  of  the  bore 
having  windage  of  *  01  of  an  inch. 

''The  mechanical  features  of  the  breech-loader  may  be  stated 
briefly  as  follows : 

*'  1.  A  heavy  breech-piece  with  a  large  area  of  bearing  surface. 

"  2.  An  enlarged  diameter  of  powder  chamber. 
•  "3.  A  slightly  enlarged  shot-chamber. 

"  4.  A  diminished  windage  in  the  bore  of  the  gun." 

Throughout  this  discourse  I  have  left  unnamed  the  celebrated  man 
who,  subsequently  to  the  Crimean  war,  gave  such  an  extraordinary 
impulse  to  the  art  and  science  of  the  artillerist.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  in  the  limits  here  imposed  on  me  to  do  the  least  justice 
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to  Ms  achievementB,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  better  to  leave  them 
wholly  untouched.  This  place  I  doubt  not,  and  my  services  certainly, 
are  open  to  him,  should  he  desire  to  place  an  account  of  his  labours 
before  the  members  of  the  Eoyal  Institution.  It  has  been  my 
privilege  to  enjoy  the  friendship  of  both  the  illustrious  persons  whose 
names  have  been  so  long  before  the  pubHc  in  connection  with  this 
question.  I  am  conscious  of  having  sought  in  an  impartial  spirit  to 
give  you  the  knowledge  which  you  desired  to  obtain.  In  thus  acting 
I  have  been  of  necessity  restricted  to  the  labours  of  one  eminent 
inventor,  who  is  here  present.  His  great  competitor  is  not  present, 
and  it  is  therefore  all  the  more  incumbent  on  me  to  remind  you  that, 
as  ^r  as  I  am  concerned,  his  story  of  the  guns  remains  untold; 
adding,  if  I  might  be  permitted  to  do  so,  the  expression  of  my  admira- 
tion both  of  his  character  as  a  man,  and  of  his  genius  as  a  scientific 
engineer. 

[J.T.] 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  June  7,  1875. 

William  Pole,  Esq.  M.A.  F.R.S.  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Thomas  Cardwell,  Esq. 

Joseph  Dalton  Hooker,  G.B.  M.D.  D.C.L.  Pres.  RS.  F.L.S.  F.G.S. 

Correspond.  Mem.  Inst.  France. 
Francis  Lloyd,  Esq. 
William  Edwin  Price,  Esq.  M.P. 

were  elected  Memhers  of  the  Royal  Institution. 

The  Presents  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FBOM 

American  Academy  of  Natural  Sdmices — ^Proceedings  for  1874.    8vo. 
Bombay  Branch  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society — Journal,  No.  30.    8vo.     1875. 
British  Architects,  Boyal  Institute  ©/—Sessional  Papers,  1874-5.   Nob.  10, 11.  AU\ 
British  Museum  Trustees — Catalogue  of  Marine  Polyzoa.    Pftrt  III.     8vo.     1875. 
Christiania  R(  yal  University — Memoirs.    4to  and  8yo.     1878-4. 

Postola  Sogur  (Sagas  des  Apotres).    Ed.  C.   B.  linger.     8yo.    Christiania, 
1S74. 

J.  Lieblein:  Die  ^gypiiscbea  Denkm'aler  in  St.  Petersburg,   Helsingfors, 
Upsala,  und  Copenhagen.    8vo.    Christiania.    1873. 

Norsk  Meteorologisk  Aarbog  for  1872  und  1873.    fol.     1873-4. 
Coughtrte,  Professor   {the   Author)— AerioX   Locomotion:    Pettigruw   v.   Marey 

(Quart.  Journ.  Science,  1875). 
Cox,  Mr,  Serjeatdy  M.R,L  (the  Author)^The  Provmce  of  Psychology.    (K  101) 

8vo.    1875. 
Editors — American  Journal  of  Science  for  May,  1875.    8vo. 

Athenieum  for  May,  1875.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  May,  1875.    4to# 

Engineer  for  May,  1875.    fol. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  May,  1875.    fol. 

Nature  for  May,  1875.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  May,  1875.    8yo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  May,  1875.    8vo. 

Practical  Magazine  for  May,  1»75.    8vo. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  Maj^,  1875.    8vo. 
Fife,  itf.  8.  Esq.—S,  Bent :  The  Thermal  Gates  to  the  Pole.    8?o.     1872. 
Franklin  Institute— J oumely  No.  591.    8vo.    1875. 
Geographical  Society,  jRoyoZ— Proceedings,  Vol.  XIX.  Nos.  4,  5.    8yo.    1875. 

Journal.  Vol.  XLIV.    8yo.     1874. 
Oeological  Society — Quarterly  Journal,  No.  122.    8vo.    1875. 
Linnean  Society-— J ournnlt  No.  59.    8vo.     1875. 

London  Library  Committee — Catalogue  of  the  London  Library.   4th  edition.   8ro. 
1875. 
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MeehanicaX  Engineen'  Instttution^Vmceedinga,  Oct.  1874  and  Jan.  1875.    8vo. 
Meteorological  Societif — Quarterly  Journal,  New  Series,  No.  14.    8vo.     1875. 
Phoicgraphic  Society— ZoumuX^  Nos.  258,  259.     8yo.    1875. 
Pretusische  Akademie  der  Tf  iMen<eAa/f«f»— Monatsberichte  :  Begister,  1859-73. 

Feb.  1875.    8yo. 
lioyal  Society  of  London — Prooeedings,  No.  161.    8yo.    1875. 
liossetti,  F.  (the  Author)— Confionio  fra  le  Macchine  Elettriche.    (K  101)    8vo. 

1875. 
Sandysj  R.  H.  Etq,  M.A.  {the  Author)— ^*In  the  Beginning.*'   Bemarkson  Certain 

Modem  Views  of  the  Creation.    (K  101)    8vo.    1875. 
Sutherland,  H.  M,D.  MM.L  (fhe  Author)— On  Sir  H.  Holland's  Fragmentary 

Papers  of  Science  (Journal  Psychol.  Med.  N.  S.  1).    8vo.     1875. 
Symong,  G,  J,  Esq,  (the  Authory—Symomi   Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine, 

May,  1875.    8vo. 
Britisii  Bainfall  in  1874.    8vo.    1875. 
Taemania  Royal  5<M*ie<y— Monthly  Notices,  1873.    8vo.     1874. 
JyndaU,  Pro/eUor,  D.C.L.  F.R.S.  (the  Author)— La,  Lumiere  :  Tradnit  par  Abbe 

Moigno.    8yo.    Paris,  1875. 
United  Serviee  Institulion,  Boyal—Jovamol,  Vol.  XYIII.  Appendix.    8vo.    1875. 
Vereins  zur  Be/ifrderung  de$  GewerbfleieMes  in  Preueeen — Verhandelungen.    Mai- 
Dec.  1874.    4to. 
WHd,  Dr,  H,  (the  Director)— AnnaXeB  de  TObservatoire  Physique  Centrale  de 

Bussie,  Annee  1869  and  1873.    4to.    1874. 
Bepertorium  fur  Meteorologie.    Band  lY.  Heft  1.    4to.    1874. 
Wisconsin  ilcaddwiy— Transactions,  Vol.  11.    8vo.    1874. 
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GENERAL  MONTHLY  MEETING, 

Monday,  Jtily  6,  1876. 

Thk  Dukb  of  Nobthuubeblakd,  D.C.L.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

John  Templeton  Morgan,  Esq. 
John  Bagot  Scriven,  Esq.  B.A. 
Sir  Joseph  Whitworth,  Bart.  LL.D.  F.RS. 

were  elected  Members  of  the  Eoyal  Institution. 

The  Pbesbnts  received  since  the  last  Meeting  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  same,  viz. : — 

FBOM 

The  Lordt  Commisiionen  of  AdmiraUy—Re^Tts  of  the  '  Challenger,'  No.  3.    fo]. 

1874. 
Aatuaries,  IruHtute  o/— Journal,  No.  98.    8vo.    1875. 

AOronamicdl  Society,  Boyai— Monthly  Notices,  Vol.  XXXV.  No.  7.     8yo.     1875. 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Science — Sitzungsberiohte,  1875.    Heft  1.    8yo. 
British  Arctiiiede,  Royal  Inetittde  ©/-^eBsional  Papers,  1874-5,  Noe.  12.    4to. 
Chemical  fibcirfy—Joumal  for  May  and  June,  1875.    8vo. 
Editor*— American  Journal  of  Science  for  June,  1875.    8vo. 

Athenaeum  for  June,  1875.    4to. 

Chemical  News  for  June,  1875.    4to. 

Engineer  for  June,  1875.    fol. 

Journal  for  Applied  Science  for  June,  1875.    fol. 

Nature  for  June,  1875.    4to. 

Nautical  Magazine  for  June,  1875.    8vo. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  June,  1875.    8vo. 

Practical  Magazine  for  June,  1875.    8vo. 

Telegraph  Journal  for  June,  1875.    8vo. 
Haydeuj  F.  V,  Eiq.  (the  -4trfAor>— (Geological  and  Geographical  Survey  of  Colorado. 

8vo.    Washington,  1874. 
Mandaeder  Geological  /Soet«<y— Transactions,  Vol.  XIII.  Part  10.    8yo.   1875. 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  JSoyo^— Proceedings,  Part  41.    8vo,    1875. 
Paleetine  Exploration  Fund-Committee — Our  Work  in  Palestine  since  1865.   12mo. 

1875. 
Photographic  Society— JojoubI,  No.  260.    8yo.    1875. 
PAywcoZ  iSbciety— Proceedings.  Part  n.    8yo.     1875. 

Preussische  Akademie  der  TFtMcnacAa/^toi*-— Monatsberiohte  :  Marz,  1875.    8yo. 
BoberU,  W,  C.  Eeq.  F.B£.  Jf.B.r.— Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Deputy-Master 

of  the  Mint.    8vo.    1875. 
Boyal  Society  of  itierotiire— Transactions.    Second  Series,  Vol.  XI.  Part  1.    8to. 
Symonst  G.  J.  Esq.  (the  Ju/Aor)— Symons'  Monthly  Meteorological  Magazine. 

June,  1875.    8vo. 
United  Service  Institution,  BoyoZ— Journal,  No.  80.    8vo.    1875. 
Victoria  7nrf/7u/6 —Transactions,  No.  33.    8vo.    1875. 
Warren,  Major  J.  K.  (the  AttUu>r)—FhjsicaX  Features  of  the  Minnesota  Riyer. 

(L16)    8vo.     1874. 
Zoological  5bc/«<y— Transactions,  Vol.  IX.  Part  1-3.    4to.    1875. 

Proceedings,  1874,  Part  4  ;  1875,  Part  1.     8vo. 
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